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Archangel, March, 1944. 

"• • ••. . . . They 13njoy the privilege of a single room to themselves - a large 
room, in hi~h a wardrobe separates the parent ' bed from the boy' cot, 
and a sideboard which form another ection into a living roon •• • •••.•• If 
I had c~lled in December, I would not have found your sister , as it is only 
a fortnight since she returned from Central Siberia, where she h s been 
evacuated with her husband and the boy while the danger to Moscow was i'll
minent . No everybody is returning. The town is one of the most crowded 
in the world. The ne Metro ig really modern, but the crowdiru?" is terrific -
there are crowds everywhere, crOlds snd queue. Yet people live here better, 
comparatively, than in - soy - Archnngel . 

Your sister looks very mu.ch like you, but when sa hers was 
not look n0 he best. Her ea1 wa'"' hurt.ii • •. he - she thought she had inflrun
me.tion of the middle ear - and ~r face was all wrapped up. In addition, 
wa waring an overcoat, beca Qe they have not yet managed to s cure firewood 
since their return to town, and 1 t wae rather cold in the room. The boy, 
about 14, look~ extraordina. j_}y like Kiwi, though smaller. He was re8son bly 
well dressed, and - again like Kiwi• - had hi nose in a. boo the whole tim:?. 
He r ad all his fat her ' s books 1 

It came ss a terrific shock to yo si ter wlen she he rd your n -
I began by saying I had regards from you; she be an trembling all over . She 
tried to get rid of the boy• and it took he qui so~ time to reg in so~ 
measure of self- control. Poor woman l Sh suff red hell and agony in Siberia -

he found the anti-cemitism there unbearabl. There were lots of r fugees 
there, l~rge proportion of Jews , and many Ukr inians , who er taking it 
out of the Jews, because it was only due to tbe J s that we h d this ar . 
Your si~t r ,vas wakened up in the middle of the night by her landlady, who 
told her to clear out and to go to Pa.l estine ••••.• •• The boy was called 11 Zhid 11 , 

and suffered hell at school - the very same school where your sister wa a 
teacher. The f~ther of one of the worst Jew-baiting boys in the ~chool was 
a member f the party . Your ister took up the fiiht ; the father was repri
manded and expe led from the party. But he was readmitted within a fortnight , 
though it was confirmed that it was the father himself who taueht the boy 
Jew- baiting. Your brother is bewil ered by all the changes. He is still at 
his post, and lull~ himself in the belief that all the official changes and 
unofficial undercurrent~ are temporary pheno100na which will pass when H,itler 
is finally beaten ••. • • • Your third sister, the denti~t , is practising in 
orthern Siberia, but she too complains of terrific anti- eemitism, and i 

hoping for a return to Mosco . Your mother, as you probably know, died of 
old age during the evacuation to Siberia (in 1942) •••. .• Sofia wa~ with her 
to the end. 

"/hen I had got so f r 1th th family history , yaur sister ' s husband 
turned up; he had been to the tation to fetch their lugg8€e, which bad just 
arri d, Si nce ther re no cars available for private use, he had had to 
get hold of a porter and a small sledge which they had p hed through the 
streets. He ha to help with the pushing, becaus;e it oul.d never do f or a 
Je to walk thro h he str ets of Moscow w1 th a porter pushing his belong
ing for hi.1nl He told me several interesting things: (i) No Je~ish official 
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are being sent to the re-occupied ter itories: allegedly the German deed~ 
of anti-~emitism have taken such deep roots there that it would be danger
ous for them. Such Jews as ·are sent, go only to the larger citi s - to 
send them to country pl0.ce would endenger thoir lives; (ii) "Zhid", 
hich was u politic .1 (much mor serious than a criminal) offence, is no 

on everyboQy 1 lips, even in Moscow it~elf; (iii) in the train, returnin 
from Siberia, twelve priests ere travelling to church conference. Pac
senger were cleal"ed out to make room for them. They were openly pr ach
ing Jew-~.atred ••••••• 

Your li ttl nephew had had his barmi tzvnh passed unnoticed; he 
lmows nothing of things Jewi h - cannot even read. But he now feel~ strongly 
that he is very much a Jew. 11 0f cour ,_e 11 , said your brother-in-la , 11 r1hen 
Stalin has time to deal with thi~ situation, he will soon take it in hand. 
He i our only hope. 11 

One thing that orried your brother-in-law greatly was whether the 
car I had arrived in had stopped out ~ide the house. I reassured him t~-it I 
had stopped the car a few doors awny and had anyhow sent it b ck. He wanted 
to know hether anybody had seen me on the stairs? Several vi~itors Dnted 
to come in while I wa,s there, and they had quite a job keeping them out of 
the rooM. Even the boy we.a kept ignorant of rcy identity: we t a lked Yi dich, 
which he doe n 1 t under~ta.nd, and I kept rrq 8,rms folded behind ~ b ck. I 
stayed whi.le they h d a meal of potato-soup; they offer d me some coffee -
brewed, I su~pect, specially in my honour •••••••• I stayed ouite three hours, 
and in the end had quite a job trying to get out unnoticed. Sofia. .tched 
one door, and her husband on the look-out o h t irs. They con~idered it 

ould be most in dvisable for me to try and ~ t other member~ of the family -
besides your brother wouldn't ~et me, it woul be dangerous, in vi w of his 
position, which he still retains. I promised o call again, to phone for an 
appointment - "from a call-box, for goodness sake not from the mission or 
from a. Hotel 1 •••••••• I maAA€ed to get together quite a handsome parcel, which 
in Moscow means a hell of n job: I got a tin of 7 lbs of sueer; six tins of 
stenk, t ·110 large tins of bully beef, six tins of salmon, three of snrdine , 
two pounds of washing soap, several pieces of toilet soap. some tins of con
densed milk •••••• I did not risk the car again. I put on II\Y old raincoat, 
carried my cap in It\Y hcAd. I took a porter from the hotel to the street-corner, 
carried the pa.reels up the stairs myself ••.•• Unfortunately the doctor was wi tb 
your si~ er, so I could not go in. Your brother-in-law asked me whether I 
could procure some vitamin C tablets for her, d I handed over those we 
bought together. Little did you. think then that they would go to your own 
iste. I b,e,d al o brought n few sweets for the boy ••••• They g~ve roo for 

you a small rug in Beza.llel ork, which I sbnll duly hand. you on ray return. 
I had no opportunity toe l~in th t they had better keep it - it might be 
of better use for b :rtering ••••••• 11 

(There i~ a lot of tuff sbout gener 1 conditions which I'm 
not copying - this one mall collection of H.I. data from 
one tiny family group ecm to me to supply enough fragments 
of the pictur ••••• Perhaps shov, it to Dan, for the good of 
his cull) 
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Honorable Sdward R. Stettinius 
Under-Secretary of St te 
State Department 
\,8shington, D. J. 

Der Mr. Secretary t 

June 2 1944 

:e need h rdly tell vou ho,, ee ly gratified ,e 
were over that hich you told us rith respect to the 
general situation in Europe and, more esoeciAlly, with 
regard to wh t you evidently fee_ are the ,justified hopes 
for the rightful solution of the Zionist nroblem. Your 
word to us a indeed most heartening, and re h~ll look 
forward with high anticio tion to mid- ugust, ,hen ,,,e 
may hone to re ume the discussion of the subj~ct with you 

nd the President. 

The outlines of the situ tion, -s you put them to 
us. ,.,,ere admirable~ but , e are o erne lest they be 
predic?ted upon P rtition. P .le tine rtitioned would be 

further fragmentation of as all country - about 10,000 
square miles in all -- as c moared with the million squ re 
miles of the Arab territorial complex. \e ta~e it for granted 
that you and the President 1ill feel as we are told • r. OhurchiJ 1 
feels, - inhospitable to the ide of further na.rtitioning, 
e1iminishing Palestine ( which since 1919 h s been reft of 
Transjordan) thus making it imoossibJe for the land to cerry 
the burden of solving the Jewish problem. 

fe 

·le are, dear 1r . Secretary, with wBrme t regard 

F ithfully yours 

Abba Hillel Silver 

Stephen . Wise 
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THE UNO~ SECR~TA,.-qy OF S ATE 

WA~HINGT01-.r 

June 22, 1944 

.y dear RA.bbi Silver, 

I am writing to acknowledge he receipt of the 
which you and R3bbi Wise sent me under date of June 2, 
1th respect to our recent talk re rding Pa.leAtine. 

As I pointed out to you in our talk, I 
in the future, when an appro:,riate time is r,-...... iiiMo.e~~J 
Palestine question will be solved in a m ~n woi.11~ 
bP satisf~ctozy to all concerned. You will recRll tha 
also suggested to you that military con°-..--L~tions were so 
much to the forefront at pr~sent that t be in the 
interest of the United Nations' au ne all dis-
cussion of the Palestine que l:tion -......,, .. .A. at the 
earliest. 

Since we met, _..__. .. .,.,, has beeun, and it 
iR the ore in1_9ortant, the efoTe ld all bear in 
mind the distinction which the Pre dr w none of his 
recent press conferences ~etween the - ~ ent period in ale tine. 
when military conside ---~...._ t rule, the future, when 
other consideration I am e that you will 
agree with me that n action sho be taken which might be 
9rejudicial to th ar effort or h ch mi~t adver~ely affect 
the military it even in ea which, like ~alestin, 
is not now the ~c acy operations; 

tbis 
I shall loo ~....a.~ .ving ~ urth r discupsion of 
~-..,.-..1th you QQO.....,.....,_ Wise next August or at any sub
:.i.M'....,..:n,,a t you ma..v w1 sh to call on me. 

With best hes, 

.,._.~ne Silver 
~,.._r;~"""nist EMer~ency Council 

342 Madison ~venue 
ew Yo-r.?: 17, r.Y. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ / E. Stettinius Jr • 
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PBISOlW. AID OOlrIDIIITlAL 

N7 clear r. fte\1-!n!••• 

I • ~ bJ \be adaftlMMJII a1ld 8J11Pa 
•hown by 7' tor'- Zt.onl•' poe1t1Gll 1n tile ooane ot oar 
reo•t. OOll'I••"- \o -1N \o J'1/l/a a\\a\ioo tu a\\aoW 
npo~ bJ' a staff 001"1..,,.._♦• ln the lw f.lUl iNll• ot 
The <laria\ian Sol_,. Nm!+.ot-. l\ vill be ONllffed \ha\ Ula 
repoft puporta to "'1eo\ the wiew of the Sta\•~\ 
•1:\h ~ to \ba\ i-.r' of \Ilia l,epabl 1ela ,1a,tam wbloll 
d.eela wilh )'aled!Jie. ftle atata•U v1tt• 1\ OGllbiu ch• 
\be~ of~ bea 1Mp ..... .,.... '4Ud.a 
\he 8'a\e l>epanaa\ ad are llliMID to t.be llca18' •w 
\o \be potat or o,• MdlliV• 

TM obarane ot \'Ile ~ 1a 1n •• oaa\adio\iaa 
wl\h \lae pocl wUl •d llelplwl-• ot 1'6a Olli •"l'11de \Ian 
I tNl. ~ ia -1\1111 to 11';p1n ~ \he 8'a\1Na\e 
wbloh l\ ocaa\ad•• do 1a tael GpNN Uae Y!.ew ot \he ftaM 
~, and I allould M --~· INletal tor -, ia!bJM.\im 
1• •1 oare lo slY• • 1a \Id.a n••\ioll. 

•~ ldwaJtd a. Ae\\lama Ir • 
..._.....__.,d ·lla'e 
hpwllsa\ ot 8-de 
'Wa ....... , D. O. 

llaba 11llel 8il't'R 



--•:rable Oardell 11111. 
S......,ot~ 
DeparllMll\otfta\e 
wa 1.ilgloa, D. a. 
Dear llr. JlaJl• 

lt dltt.-.a\ \tw la Netlll't --- nporle 
ha•• na ... MI u wt. •• Mias 
11•• 1io a .tu-- ot \lie ·-n: 11J 
w NII t ~1\!a. I ,J-0111JJ1:Mlll a!eoefll.7 
ap1u\ .-.- a Nla\Sa, wb1e_____ racr\lNJ. 

cl --' ad u t«llt"'l lo --~ ._. __ aoc .. R \lie din 
aNCla o~ 1m~11111. 1_,,,, aa a ad lad 
,.. ,1o11. 

•• dedn, aooen•~, lo _,_1, tor ,.,. 
coutdaft\1a \lie IMlNet •••••• ~l1n1111. ~ 
\lie rea••• .toh ve 1-11•• ..id iadt•'- \be a14adaa 
of _. a pe.11~. 

Sa •LLB 
el. 

AM»a Bllel 8Unr 
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1. DI .M •MIii&■• '°''''• l1 ao ..., pl'lfNal u to 
u hl•••laa , • ..... na1. n. 1a11 .. lllelar \loa ,11111 , .... 

l• flt a latlcaa1 ._ f• 11111 .Jewlu ,-opl• waa onciaali, la\e.a.t 

•• appJT ,o •• ••1• ot Id.• OJ'l• alea\lal, 1• iaolwllac Pal••'* 

eu\ of \a lorcla, or tr e-Jonaa •• 1, la uowa \o4-,. la lep\ea

'-•• 11 • Ml'ffd', ,ia. Le..- et •11 •• al IM 1a,, .... of IJal 

1r1,1aa Onel"allllde en1•1 h--Joriaa fNII Ihle al'ea. Ion,_. 

two-lld.l'da of ta MniMl7 odcl .. 111' ...... •••t aa llllt Jewlall 

lallllllal .... •aa , .. ol-•4 '- Im• .. ,,i. ... ,. 

a. DI UIZ lnAltel- A,..._ pa,11,,. et Pal•••• pre

P••ei la ltl? '7 ,_ we,IM ~ U81111l •• .._ NIOP Jft1N U. ••~ 

llt.J:n•t of a lewl.111 We a a -- of ••u -ftft)a flt Palea,w 

•••• et 1M Jan.a. n. N•l•.,.•• ap fr• a --11 ln\18 •Ml n, 

t•llaar ri Ill fraal-lo,.._ •a1 le 1'•••• aa Ara), ••••• la ,.,.111ano■t 

,111, pn,peaal • ... ni, mild-'• 1■1q MIit••• ,, '-'• 

Clllnldll, aa4 • • IIIIU 1111 •.t•n et a t.uta\&a, ... 1Fd1 Ir a 

•'.feetl•• blloa\e4 W ''--' •-1 _,. 111ft 1111111 Nllftr•4 Ir 
11111 P&1e1\lM 1alll\l• 01 91.t.a (1931), llaaut ~lb,._ _.,_., 

•Illa •u -»pet.alel _. Illa 11t,tp 0..-a•at to laftallc le U.. ,.._ 

al-1 ..... , • ., .. , .... ,,,_ ,repoeal. 
_____ .... _________________________ ....,.__,_ 
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