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ACCOUNT OF THE VISIT TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE
ON SEPTLMBER 20, 19456

Pursuant to instructions from Dr. Silver, Dr. Akzin arranged for a meeting with
Acting Secretary of State Dean Acheson for Thursdsy, September 20, 3:00 P. M. The dele=-
gation wes to have consisted of Dr. Wise, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Emmenuel Neumenn, and Dr.
Akzin. Since Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein were unable to be present, Judge Levinthal was
requested by Dr. Silver to form part of the delegation.

The delegation had almost a full hour with Mr. Acheson, who hed Mr. Henderson,
Chief of the Middle Fastern Affairs Office, with him. Toward the end of the conversation,
¥r. Acheson began to show signs of nervousness, which may heve been connected with the
intense criticism to which he is being currently subjected in Congress in connection with
his remarks critical of General lMacArthur. At the end of our conversstion, he had to go
to the Capitol which, judging by todey's newspapers, must heve been & somewhat unpleasant

experience., We later lesrned from the press that before meeting with us, he entertained

for lunch the British economic delegation =- & point which lends interest to something

that occured during our conversation.

Judge Levinthal opened the discussion by expleining the awkward position in which
we find ourselves, being kept unawere of what is being decided or thought ebout Palestine
by our government, end asked for informaetion. Mr. Acheson replied that he does not know
what is being done shout this metter, that it is being handled by President Trumen and
Secretary Byrnes, and that they are the people from whom we would hsve to obtain eny
informetion.

Mr. Neumann and Mr. Akzin pressed the point further, referring to President
Roosevelt's commitment, the Democratic platform of 1944, our knowledge that some steps

are being taken, our fear that the steps taken without our consultation would result in




a fait accompli as far as we are concerned and in an unworkable solution. It was pointed
out that our representatives were unable to see either the President or Secretary Byrnes,
and thet the Jewish messes are growing deeply resentful over the treatment which we are
receiving from our own government in this metter. MNMr. Acheson replied thet he will report
our point of view to the Secrstary and assured us of his personal belief that the pledges
given by this government, whatever they are, will be carried out in good faith. He added
that he understends our desire to be consulted and said thaet he thinks that both we and
the Arabs will be consulted before any decision is taken.

An attempt was mede at that point to elucidate Mr. Acheson's meaning when he said
that the Arabs should be consulted. He was asked whether he means the Arsbs of Palestine
or those of other countries. He replied, "I don't know what Arsbs I mesn. I think that
everybody who has an interest in the matter should be consulted. After all, the Jews are
not the only ones who have an interest in it."

then mentioning that the President's pledges would undoubtedly be kept, but that
he does not know enough about this matter to be certein what these pledges are, Mr. Neu-
menn read to him the text of President Roosevelt's statement of October, 1944, He was
visibly impressed, and a discussion developed on the question whether the Department of
State is faithfully pursuing this policy in practice. Mr. Neumann asked whether instruc-
tions and letters from the Department of State to its field officers make it sufficiently
plain that this government's policy, &s announced by President Roosevelt and confirmed by

President Truman, should govern their attitude in their dsily work, or whether, on the

contrary, the Department tolerstes or even encourages an attitude on the part of the field

officers which is contrary to this line of policy. Henderson replied thet a statement
mede by the President to a newspeper man or & private organization is never taken by the
President as representing this government's official policy unless the Department is in-

formed by the President that this is his desire. Until such precise instructions are




received, the Department follows its usuml practice of being cautious and evasive. Acheson
fully supported this view snd sdded that this is the prectice of every government depart-
ment s@until instructed from high up to adopt a definite policy, &and that if we wish to
secure such definitive instructions, we must teke it up either with the President or with
the Secretary of State.

At one point it was emphasized by the delegation that the Jewish masses have become

dba it
very bitter about the conflict between public pledges and precticel policy, v their

bitterness begin;zug to affect their sttitude toward the sdministration, and there is

growving resentment against the British coming to this country for financial assistance
while they brazenly disregard their old pledges in regard to Palestine. "The five million
Jews of Americe, of whom 95% are é;::é;gupporters of our ceuse, are not going to stand for
it", was a phrase used by Mr. Neumann in this connection.

This argument visibly irritated Mr. Acheson. He said that while he fully under-
stends our complaint about being kept in the dark and our request for a procedure for con=-
sult st ion, he has no sympathy whatever with the suggestion theat becsuse of British policy
in Palestine we might try to interfere with necessary steps of internetionel cooperetion.
We then replied thet we ere not giving him our considered opinion but are releting to him
the emotional state of the Jewish masses end we wish him to reslize to whet extent our
people have become indignant.

Before leaving, Judge Levinthal esked whether we were correct in understending
that he, personally, would recommend systematic consultation between the government and
the Zionist lesdership with reference to Palestine policy end a chenge of attitude on the
part of the Department of Stateg Acheson gave a friendly but somewhat evasive reply,

IR
emphasizing that he will report the matter to the Secretary, buékthe decision does not

lie with him.,




After leaving Acheson'g office, Henderson kept us engaged in conversation for
about ten minutes, discussing our complaints against the Department of State. Neumenn
singled out the case of lMr. Wadsworth, end Henderson seid that in none of the papers
which he had seen did Wedsworth advocate & policy hostile to our interests. He has no
evidence of Wadsworth or snyone else having tried to influence the Department sgeinst
us or to impress the Arabs with the fact that America fsvors the extreme Arsb point of
view. "Should anyone of my officers ever do such a thing, he would not last more than
five minutes." He asked us not to single out individuals, but to realize that the bureau-

crats are doing their best in the sbsence of clear instructions from ahove. He would be

heppy if he received such clear instructions, but they must come from higher up. As for

rumors thet individual foreign service officers may be favoreble to the Arsb cause, these
rumors are based on the notorious unrelisbility of Arsbs. If you listen to en Arsdb politely,

he will start the rumor thet you are in full esgreement with him,






