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ACCOUNT OF TH .J VI SIT TO THE DEP.11RT.Ml~NT 01' S E 
ON SEPT .u~1B1m 20, 1945 

Pursuant to instructions from Dr. Silv r, Dr. Akzin arr ng d for a me ting with 

Acting Secret ry of StF.1.te Dean .i:1.cheson for Thursday, Septemb r 20, 3:00 P. ~. The dele

gation we.s to have consisted of Dr. dise, Dr. Goldstein, ~r. Emmanuel NetLina.nn, and Dr. 

Akzin. Since Dr. ·dise and Dr. Goldstein were unable to be present, Judge Levinthal was 

requested by Dr. Silver to forn p rt of the delegation. 

The delegation had almost a full hour Nith Mr. ~cheson, who had 1r. Henderson, 

Chief of the Middle Eastern ffairs Office, with him. Toward the end of the conversation, 

Mr. Acheson began to show signs of nervousness, which may h ve been connect d with the 

intense criticism to which he is bing currently subjected in Congress in connection with 

his remarks critical of Gener l ~ac_rthur. At the nd of our conv rsation, he had to go 

to the Capitol which, judging by toda 's nevtspa ers, must have be n e. som \'fht>tt unpleasant 

exp ri nee. le later le rned from the press that before meeting 11•fith us, he entertained 

for lunch the British economic del gation -- a point which lends interest to something 

that occured during our conv rsation. 

Judge Levinthal opened the discussion by expl ining the a ard position in which 

we find ourselves, being kept unaware of what is being decided or thought bout Palestine 

by our governmen~ and asked for information. Mr. Acheson replied that he does not know 

what is being done e.~out this matter, that it is being handled by President Truman and 

Secretary Byrnes, and that they are the people from .-1hom we ould have to obt~.in any 

in format ion. 

Mr. Neumann and • Akzin pressed the point further, referring to President 

Roos velt 's commitment, the Democratic platform of 1944, our knov,ledge that some steps 

are being taken, our fear that the steps taken rithout our consultation woul result in 
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a fait accompli as far as we are concerned and in an unworkable solution. It was pointed 

out that our representatives were unable to see either the President or Secretary Byrns, 

and that the ,Te,dsh masses are gro1ving deeply resentful over the treatment which we are 

receiving from our O\m government in this matter. Mr. Acheson r lied the.t he will report 

our point of view to the Secretary end assured us of his personal belief that the pledges 

~iven y this government, whatever they a.re, will be carri d out in ood f ith. He added 

that he understpnds our desire to be consulted ands id that he thinks that both we and 

the Arabs will be consulted before any decision is taken. 

An attempt w0s ma.de at that point to elucidate r. cheson's meaning hen he said 

that the Arabs should be consulted. He im s asked wheth r he means the Ar «., bs of Pal st ine 

or those of other countries. He replied, 11 I don't know tihat Arabs I mean. I think that 

everybody who has an interest in the atter should b consulted. A.rter all, th Jews are 

not the only ones who have an interest in it. 91 

.:hen mentioning that the resident's pled~ s wo uld undoubtedly be kept, but that 

he does not lmow enough about th· s mntter to ba cert .in ·vhEit t hese pl dges a.re, Hr. Neu-

m.a.nn read to him the text of esident Roos velt's statement of October, 1944. He was 

visibly impressed, and a discussion deve loped on the question whether the Department of 

StRte is faithfully pursuing this policy in practice, Mr. Neumann asked whether instruc-

t ions and letters from the Department of StA.te to its fi e ld officers make it sufficiently 

plain that this government's policy, as nnounced by President Roosevelt and confirmed by 

President Truman, should govern their attitude in their d ,ily work, or whether, on the 

contrary, the Department tolerates or ven encourages an attitude on the part of the field 

officers which is contrary to this line of policy. Henderson replied that a statement 

made by the esident to a newspaper man or a private org~nization is never taken by the 

President as representing this government's official policy unless the Depe.rtm nt is in

formed by the President that this is his desir . ntil such pr cise instructions are 
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receivP.d., the Department follows its usual practice of being cautious and evasive. ach son 

fully supported this vi w nd addAd thnt this is the pr ctice of .very government denart

ment tll'i=--until instructed from high up to adopt a definite policy, and that if we wish to 

secure such definitive instructions, we must take it up ither with the President or ith 

the Secret ry of St ate. 

tone point it was emphasized by the delegation that the Jewish masses have become 
I 

very bitter about the conflict between public pledges and practical policy,~ their 

bitterness begin~ to affect their e.tt itude toward the administration, and there is 

groNing resentment against the British coming to this country for financial assistance 

while they brazenly disregard their old pledges in regard to Palestine. "The five million 

Jews of ~merice., of whom 951c are •r-~d supporters of our cause, are not going to stand for 

it", was a phrase used by Mr . Neumann in this connect ion. 

This argument visibly irritated Mr. Acheson. He said thet while he fully under

stands our complaint a out being kept in the dark and our request for a procedure for con

sult at ion, he has no sympathy whatevP✓ r vtith the suggestion that because of British policy 

in Pal~stine ~e might try to interfere 1nith necessary steps of internet ional cooperation. 

We then replied that w are not giving him our considered opinion but are rel ting to him 

the emotional state of the J 0 wish masses and we wish him to realize to what extent our 

people have become indignant. 

Before le ving, Judge Levinthal asked whether we were correct in understending 

that he, personally, would recommend systematic consultation betw en the government and 

the lionist 1 sdership with reference to Palestine policy and a change of attitude on the 

part of the Department of State, Acheson gave a friendly but somewhat eva.s ive reply, 
ii,,. o.4 

emphasizing that he will report the matter to the Secretary, but the decision dos not 
i 

lie with him. 
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After leaving Acheson's office, Henderson kept us engaged in conversation for 

about ten minutes, discussing our complaints ag ainst the Department of state. Neumann 

singled out the case of Mr. Wadsworth, and Henderson said that in none of th e papers 

which he had seen did Wadsworth advocate a policy hostile to our interests. He has no 

evidence of iiVa.dsworth or a.nyono else having tried to influence the Department a.ge inst 

us or to i mpress the Arahs with the fa.ct that America favors the extreme Arab point of 

view. "Should anyone of my off icers ever do such a thing., he would not l a. st more than 

five minutes.'' He asked us not to single out individuals, but to realize that the bureau

crats a.re doing th eir best in the e.bsence of clear instructions from a.hove. He would be 

happy if he received such cle cr instructions, but thPy must come from higher up. As for 

rumors thet individual foreign service officers may be favor .ble to the Arab cause, these 

rumors are ba sed on the notorious unreliability of Arabs. lf you list en to an Arab politely, 

he will start the rumor that you ar in full agreement with him. 




