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ROBERT A, TAIT
OHIO

UNITED STATES SENATE

spril 4, 1944

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

American Zionist Emergency Council
342 MHadison Avenue

New York, N. Y.

Dear Rabbi Silver:

I wish to thank you for your letter of March 22,
It was a privilege to come to New York and attend such
a magnificent meeting. In fact, I am grateful to you
end your friends for interesting me in the Palestine
matter, Certainly, neither from the point of view of
today or of the future, can-there be a more vital
problem.

If from time to time you have any suggestions, I

shall be gled to hear from you. The President's last
statement seemed to me to be an evasion of the issue.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

/8] Robert A, Taft




The Honorable Robert A. Taft
United States Senate
Viashington, D.C.

My dear Senator Tafts

I enjoyed ihie opportunity of spending & little time with
you last week in your office. .l should like to set definitely
2 date of the Pelestiue meeting hore in Cleveland. You suggested
that you would be free on lionday or Tuesday, June 19th or Z0th.
Are these dates still open on your calendar? If so, I would
appreciate it if you would let me know which is more convient
for you. We would ihen proceed lo make the necessary arrangeuents
for your coming to Cleveland. I think that you would enjoy the
meeting and I know that you will renier us a treuwendous service.

I met, the other day, the Attorney Gemeral of New York
State, lr. Nathaniel L. Goldstein, and teld him of the conversation

which 1 had with you aboul the Palestine plank in tlie Republican
Platform. I suggested to him that it was your thought that Mf.
Dewey's opinion be eliciied and he undertook to see ur. Dewey about
it. He felt confident that Hr. Dewey would enthusiastically approve
of tlie idea. I told aim thul in the matter of the drafting of the
plank, and how to proceed, we have left the matter entirely in

your hands.

I see where Mr. Stettinius has returmed from London. I
hope to see him before long and to learn from him what discussions
took place with reference to Palestine. 1 know that while in TLondon
he met with Dr, Weizmann., I shall keep you informed.

With all good wishes, I remain

Most cordially yours,




WALTER F. GEORGE, GA., CHAIRMAN

DAVID 1. WALSH, MASS. ROBERT M. LAFOLLETTE, JR., WIS,
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH.

TOM CONNALLY, TEX.

JAMES J. DAVIS, PA.

JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N. C. JOHN A. DANAHER, CONN.

SMARYE Qe cuimu, M. NOBET 8. TAFT, Sim Winited Hiates Denale

PETER G. GERRY, R. I.

HUGH BUTLER, NEBR.

JOSEPH F: GUFFEY, PA. EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COLO.
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. OWEN BREWSTER., MAINE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
GEORGE L. RADCLIFFE, MD.

SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL.

CHRISTIE B, KENNEDY, CLERK

May 19, 1944

Rabbl Abba Hillel Silver,

American Zionist Emergency Councill,
The Temple,

East 105th Street at Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Raebbil Silver:

I regret that I have not sooner
answered your letter of May fifth. I regret very much
that I cannot get to Cleveland now on June nineteenth,
or June twentieth, I have been appolinted to the Resolutions
Committee of the Republican Netional Conventlion, and a meeting

of that Committee has been celled for the nineteenth of June
in Chicago. In any event, I am going to be swamped in trying
to finish up the leglslative program, and also work on the
Republican platform, so I shall have to ask you to let me

off for the present.

I shall think about the Palestine plank
and submit & copy to you before I go to Chicago.

With kindest regards,

Sincerely yours,

/A i




The Honorable Robert A. Taft
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.

My dear Sepator Tafts:

Thank you so much for your kind letter of May 189. I
am pleased to know that you are drafting the Palestine plank
and that I will have an opportunity of seeing a copy of it before
you go to Chicago.

I had the pleasure of meeting Governor Dewey yesterday
in Few York at the Roosevelt Hotel. I spent a pleasant half hour
with him and talked over many things. I mentioned the fact that
you were drafting a Palestine plank for inclusion in the Republican
Party Platform and that you had suggested that I bring the subject
to his attention. He asked me what I thought would be a desirable
plank and I sugzested that the final paragr.ph in the Taft-Yagner
Resolution which was introduced in the Senute would cover the
situation., I showed him a copy of it and he said, "I agree
most heartily." He indicated tiet he would see you in the near
future. I found Governor Dewey a very understanding and
enthusiastic supporter of our cause.

I feel that the resolved part of the Resolution (omitti g
the words "and take appropriate measures" to which some exception
was taken) would be a completely satisfactory statement and would
strengthen our position in Congress when the Hesclution comes up
for action, which I hope will be soon after the crest of the
invasion is reached.

With all good wishes, I remain

Kest cordially vours,




June 9, 1844

The Honorable Robert A. Taft
United States Ssnate
dashington, D.C.

My dear Senator Tafts

Since writing to you last, I have :iven
some thought to the exact phrasing of the statement
on Palestine to be included in the Republican
Platform. I am sending alon: the enclosed statement
as a suggestion. It might be advisable to introduce
the statement with the sentence: "The Republican
Party has been traditionally in sympathy with the
aspirations of the Jewish people to rebuild its
National Home in Palestine, and it was Republican
lea’ers who introduced the Congressional resolution favoring
the establishment of such a Nuticnal Home which was
unanimously adopted by the Congress of the United States
on June 30, 1322."

Mr. Leo Sack has informed me that the Committee
on Resolutions will meet in Chicagzo on the 2lst .nd 2z2nd.
I shall arrange to be in Chicago on those days and will
be on hand to do whatever you will deem helpful. Is
there any one whom we should contact between now and
then? Should we see some of the members of the
Resolutions Committee?

With all good wishes, I romain

iost cordially yours,




WALTER F. GEORGE, GA., CHAIRMAN
DAVID |, WALSH, MASS. ROBERT M. LAFOLLETTE, JR., WIS,
ALBEN W. BARKLEY, KY. ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG, MICH.
TOM CONNALLY, TEX. JAMES J. DAVIS, PA.
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N. C. JOHN A. DANAHER, CONN,

*
BENNETT CHAMP CLARK, MO.  ROBERT A. TAFT, OHIO gc d b o%{“i ‘$ {
HARRY FLOOD BYRD, VA. JOHN THOMAS, IDAHO nNrie eSS enaie
PETER G. GERRY, R. I. HUGH BUTLER, NEBR.
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY, PA: EUGENE D. MILLIKIN, COLO.
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. OWEN BREWSTER, MAINE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE
GEORGE L. RADCLIFFE, MD.
SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL.

CHRISTIE B. KENNEDY, CLERK

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver,

Americen Zlonist Emergency Council,
The Temple,

East 1l05th Street at Ansel Road,
Cleveland, Ohio,

My dear Rabbil Silver:

I enclose draft of the letter to which
I referred on the telephone. There 1s a question whether
we should address 1t to the Preslident or the Secretary of
State. If 1t 1s to go at all, 1t should be thls week because
after that I am likely to be in Chicego. Senator Bridges
approves the letter but also wishes to have your opinion.

¥ it

/

éjycerely yours,

(/ # /”/\»//

RT/pr
1l enc,

Via AIR MAIL




June 15, 1944

The Honorable Robert a4, Taft
United States Senate
Washington, D,C.

My dear Senator Tafts

Thank you for your kind letter und for the inguiry which
you have addressed to me. There are two reasons which suggest
themselves to me why the draft of the letter which was submitted to
you should not be sent.

The {first has to do with the people who,you indicated, are
back of the projoct v send this letter, and who will exploit the
fact that their letier was seut us proof of thelr political effectiveness
in Washington and, by contrast, the ineflfecliveness of the official
Zionist bodies which have so far failed to gel any action om the
Palestine Resolutions in Congress. This swall Pergscn group which
recently opened tic fake "Hebrew Fambassy®™ in lashington, and is now
launching a rival organlzation to the consiituted Zionist bodies in
this country, has been repudiated b, «il soctions of Americ.un Jewish
public opinion. They representi nobod; iu this country, and,in Palestine,
a small terrorist group #hich has been outlawed anid which the official
Zionist bodies in Palestine have condemned. This small group which has
created one front organization after another and «lilch zeeps itself
alive by sensational full page ads in the public press should not in
any way be encouraged.

The second and more important reason is that a statement such
as is being suggested, covering the rights of the United States in
Palestine under the terms of th: Mandate, was presented to our Government
a few years ago. This detailed statement, properly documented, I had
read into the record of the Hearings on our Resolutions before the
Committee on Foreign Affairs last February, and it is now published
on pages 47-64., The only response which this representation elicited
from Secretary Hull at that time was that the United States would do
its best to protect the rights of American nationals in Palestine,
and equality of treatuent for tnem with all other foreign nationals.

I am afraid that another representation along the szme lines at this
time will elicit from the State Department another negative s‘atement
similar to or worse than that issued in 1938. Obviously the effect
of such a statement would be very bad and would in a large measure
nullify the assurance contained in the President's statement to Dr.
Wise and myself on March 9,




Senator Taft June 15, 1944

The cause of the Jewish Natlonal Home, in whiech you and
Senator Bridges are so vitally interested, can best be served at this
time by a strong pro-Palestine plank in the Republican Perty Platform
and by action of Congress on the Palestine Resolution. ' The feeling
among our group i3 that the Resolution should be brought up for action
some time in August or early September when it is hoped the militar)
situation will be considersbl; and favorably advanced,

With all good wishes, I rsmain

Most cordially yours,

AHS :BK

P.,S. Under separcte cover I am sending ycu the ctetement on the
RBights of the United Stutes to Purti;ip“ta in any Qisposition of
Palestine to which I refor above; also the uccount which appeared

. A i s ” . N % ¥ ",
in the New York Times of the ropresentution made to Secretary Hull,






