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KINUTES OF CONVERSATIUR ®ITH SERAYCR MILLARD E, TYDINGS,
¥ashington, D,C., Monday, Jamaary 3, 1944

Present: Senator Millard E, Tydings of Maryland, and Mr, Leo Sack

iny attempted legislative expression by the Senste which
refers to British policy in Palestine "will be a €errible mistake' in
the opinion of Senator Millard E, Tydings of Maryland, an outspoken and,--
in my opinione-s genuine friend of the Jewish people, Senator Tydings is
a long time friemd of the Jewisn Homeland and is a member of the American
Palestine Comuittee,

"Ho good will be mccomplished by amn effort to have the Senate
pass a resolution criticizing directly or indirectly the British ¥hite Faper,*
Senator Tydings told we today. “Instead much harm will be done,

"Men who have the utmost good #ill to the Jewish cause and are
anxious to be of heip will Le put on the spot, They will be forced,
reluctantly to vote azsingt a resolution and & movement for waich they
have the utmost sympathy., They will feel that they are intruding upon
the domestic policy of a friendly government which would be resented even aus
we in the Senate would resent & reasclution in Commons, for exssple, to the
effect that our policy in the Fhilip;ines is all wsrong, (Senator Iydings is
the suthor of the Fhilippines independence sct.)

"I appreciate that the Jewish people are emotionally upset by
conditione in Yurope and by the Yhite Paper policy of the British government,
They would not be human otherwise, Zut because they are upset there is the
possibility that they will make a grave mistake in procedure,

“Now make no mistake about this; the Senate is in sympathy with
the Palestine project, If, however, a resoluticn is sponsored at this time,
whick meane anything at all, Senators against their will, will be forced to

vote ngdnst it on the grounds that it is an interference with a friendly

government,"
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It should be saild here thot Millard Tydings is no Administration

“water boy". He does not parrot ¥hite House or other "high Administration
source"” views, In three terms in the Senate he ums estavlished o reputation
for independence and integriiy wiich eduals Shot of any man in the Seaante,

About six years age he sponsored s Semzte resolution, at the
request of Maryland friends, sharply criticizing Hitler's sreatment of the
Jews, At that time be advised nis friends that no good would be nccomplished
by the resolution, As a matter of Jact the resolution, according to subsequesnt
developments, ancoyed Hitler and made him wmore deteruined thon ever to carry
on bis dlavolicsl policy. About this $ime, however, Tydings went to New York
to deliver s forceful address at a Kadieum Zquare Garden protest meeting,

It is Senator Iydings' opinion that as soom as the Iuropean war
is over "The United Nations will right the wrong done unto the Jews.,"

“This will include Palestine,” he continmued, “It is oy opiniom that
the ¥hite Paper does not represent Briitlsh policy or British opinion., It
vas Just so such politicsl sop for the irabs, Yhen the war is over the Yhite
Paper will be forgotten, The British will fiud a graceful wsy out. 7The United
RNations owe t00 mmach to the Jews, They nawve suffered the most in this war, I
do not think they will be forgottem,”

It is Senxtor Tydings opinion thut the Palestine issue should be
kept nlive' but I don't think that you should do anything for which you will
be sorry."

"And you will be sorry if you endeavor e have the Senste express
an opinion on British policy., I1 such a resolusion is defeated it will be
regarded as a defeat for Jemisa aspirations--and nomns of us want that to ogeur.”
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