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CLASS OF SER VICE 

This is a full-rate 
T elerram or Cable
sram unless its de
ferred chancter is in, 
dicatcd by a suitable 
1ymbol above or pre
cedin& the addre11. 

BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

WESTERN 
• UNION 

1223 

A . N . WILLIAM& 
1"1'11.CSICCNT 

NE:WCOMl!!I CARL TON 
CHAlf'llMAN 01" THE BOAf'llr;> 

J . C . WILLEVER 
l"lRST VlCl!:•l"ACSlCCNT 

,./ 
SYMBOLS 

DL • Day letter 

NT•Ovcml1hr Telearam 

LC• Deferred Cable 

NLT•Cablc Nicht Letter 

Ship Radlosnm 

The lllinr time shown in the date line on telerrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of oririn. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 
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ferred chancter is in
dicated by a suitable 
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NT•OvemishtTelelJf&ffl 

LC• Deferred Cable 

NLT • Cable Niaht utter 

Ship Radlocram 

The fllinr time shown in the date line on telerrams and day letters ill STANDARD TIME at point of oririn. Time of receipt i STAN DARO TIME at point of destination 
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The filing time shown in the date line on telerrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of oririn. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination ., 
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Draft statement to be issued by S8 nator Wagner 

for publication in Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish papers. 



.... 
~TATEMENT BY SEN.A.'!QR WA.GlllR 

I teel it m::, duty to addr••• myaelf publicly and frankly to the 

Jewiah commu.nit7 and the loader• of Jewiah public opinion in thia country. 

}q record aa a defender of Jewi ab right• and in support ot the Zioni t cauM 

and other Jewiah can•• 1• autficiently well known. lor that reaaon I am 

confident that what I haTe to aq will be received a1 the utterance of a ein

cere friend of the Jewilh people and will not be subject to any mi •interpreta

tion. 

ror th• past three year a, aince early 1941. I hav aerved -a• Chair

man of the American Palestine Committee. I have not only Mned aa it• 

Chairman but actually- took the initiative in bringing about 1 ta organisation. 

I did 10 on my own reapon•ibility but with the knowledge and 8.p!J'oval of the 

leader• of the Zioniat movement. with whom I personally and tl:Mt Committee baw 

a«Sd kept in clo•• contact ever aince it• or anisat1on. From the start our 

Committee waa remarkably aucceaatul in enl i ating the 11Upport and adherence of 

outatanding figurea in .American pu.blio life, from among members of Congr•••• 

GoTernment official•. the clergy, acad 1c circlea, writer• and intellec ual.1 

and c1Tic and bu.ainaaa leaders. The memberahip roll of the Comm! !tee include• 

two-third• ot the members ot the U. s. Senate, more than 200 ember• ot the 

Hou•• of Repre•ntat1Tea, more tban a:> Governor• of 1tate, lea&tra of both 

poli t 1cal par tie• aa well a• of the great labor or isat ion•, and thousand• 

of othermembera throughout the country. I doubt whether any other cau.ae or 

moTement can •how among 1ta supporters such a croae-eection of .American 

opinion aa 11 repreMnted in the .American Paleat1ne Oommi ttee. The record of 

the Coanittee ia aleo well known on nery important 11su.e which ha1 ariaen 

regarding Palestine. It ha• takan clear azid Tigoroua atand and hae g1Ten 

1 ta tulle at support to tba legi tlmat• demand• ot the Jewiah people and thll 

Zioni1t leadership on the queation ot a Jewiah ilit8l"7 foroe, on the adml11ion 
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of refugee ■ to Pale tine, on ti. rnocation of the White Paper, on the demanl 

for a J ewi ah Commonweal th. 

More recently I, together with Sen tor Taft, introduced a R8 1olu

tion in the Senate callin for the free entry of Jew■ into Palestine and 1 te 

eatabliabnent ae a tree and democratic Jewi1h 8ommonwealth, and though action 

on the Resolution has been deferred at the requ.e ■t of the ar Department, we 

have ••n to it that the B.eaolution 11 neither withdrawn nor tabled nor 

killed. It 1• alive and will be kept alive, to be taken up again at the 

firet faTorabl opportunity. 

reover, our Oommi ttee haa carried on a ceaael••• anpaign of 

education on behalf of the Jewiah National Home through the pre ■•• through 

public 41nnera and meetinga, throll&h 1peeche1 delivered by our member■ in 

all partaof the country, b7 speeches on the floor of the Senate and of the 

Houae of Representative,. In all mode1t7 I belieTe I can claim that the 

.Am rican PaJ.eatine Committee haa contributed gr atly towards the creation 

of climate of opinion faTorable to Zionist aepirationa. Our activity ha1 

beco1oe a political factor widely commented upon and teriouely reckoned with 

not only by our own government but by other govermenta as well. 

atsention hae now been drawn to the fact that a new boey 1 a 

being or anise under the name of tt.lmerican Le~e for a J'ree Pale1tin . • 

M me era of ti. .American Palestine Oomni ttee have received invi t ti on1 

to join th1 s new organisation and han come to me perplexed and confu1ed. 

They do not u.nderetand any more tban I do why tba7 are a1ked to Join a new 

organisation having w.batantially the 181d object in view, and why any su.ch 

organisation ia necessary at all. 

It ia obTioua, of courae, that the initiator• and promoter, ot 

this new organisation, de ■cr bed aa non-partiaan in character, are a group 

of Jewa who for some reaaon which I do not under ■tand are not aaaoc1ate4 

with any of tha reaponaible J nilh organ1sa\1on• which have long been 
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recognised by the Obri■tian public a• repre .. nting the Jew• in thia countr1. 

-au.ch as the jmer1can Jewiah Oongr••s• th Zioni•t Organisation, the aric 

Jewi•h Conference, th Bnai :Brith. etc. 

I do not qu ■tion the ri ht of any group ot J w1 or of 

to undert to 1nit1at su.oh a Tement on their own reaponsib lit 

y i ividu 1 

to 

app for Ohri•t1an aupport, bu a a fri nd of the Jewi1h cm11e, I deeply 

concern d and diatre••d onr the increa11ng and bewilderin 1 t pl c t1 of 

co t ee• purporting to act on behalf of the J ewi.ah people and undertald.ng 

political act1v1 ty in a hington. e have been approached in t p t by the 

Co ittee for a Jewi1h .A.rmy and the Committee to Re1cue the Jewi1h People of 

Europ . and many of u wer dispoaed to cooperate with the out of ymp thy 

wi h th se cause•, deapite many miegivings. Thie laet att pt, wever, to 

eet up a new Oommt,tee or League for P leat·ne is the moat diatreeaing evidence 

of u. disunity and riTalry that we bav yet had. It 11 obviou t t such a 

bo st n c aaarily "compete• with the aleatine Co ittee tor pub-

11 ort. I 1t •1 ther duplio ur tiv ti I or els nullify our ef-

fort• tollowi divergent licy. All of thia can only r aul t in con-

tueio 1 d po1aibl in alienating th •ympathi s of y person■ who ar 

u.n bl to follow the complicated current in internal Jewieh affair. 

If there are any peraona, wh ther Jew• or Chri 1tian , who wish to 

h lp the cause ot Jewi1h Paleatine, I aee no reason why they ahould not come 

to u1 and ofter their oooperatinn nd wor in clo• h oey with the erican 

Pal stin Co itt•e. I would point out that there 11 :ln exiatence Chri etian 

Council for Pale tine consi ting lar ly of Christian cler n. 1-e they 

con titute a distinct entity, they intain th cloeeet relation• with our 

Oo ittee d cooperate on co n pro a.ma and project . An 1lluatrat1on of 

auch .cooperation • the 11UCce1afully conducted National Conference on P 1-

eatine held in a hi ton on arch 9 . I therefor 1 to my Jewi h friend• 

thro out th country: ! • of spl1 tt -up 7our en rgie1 and di ■ 11pat111g 
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,3our influence by eatahliahing competi and contlictin or anisatione. 

The direction of publ 1c effort and action on behalf of Pal.e1tine require a 

a hi~ degree ot reaponaib1lity and prudence aa well a1 courage and Ti or. 

The cau1e inq be endangered by diver ent policies or ill-considered action . 

.After twenty years ot undeTiating support and aerTice of the Zioniat cauae, 

I 11we thia aol•mn warning and advices Unit• your forces; retrain from 

fr&&ment tion; aToid contu1ion; do not d.11courage your tried and tru1ted 

friends. However dark the moment, I am confident that we ahall see the 

dawn of a new day and the 1Ucoe1s1'ul outcome ot our atruggle. 




