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COPY 

Judge Samuel Roaenman, 
The White Rouse 
Washington, D. 6. 

THE JEWISH AGE CY FOR PAL STINE 
77, GREAT RUSSELL STREET 
LONOOR, w.c.1. 

4th January, 1944 

I haTe been anaious to write to you tor some weeks now, but 
have felt it better to wait for a good opportunity. 

Firat or all, I wanted to let you know something or the 
'Hoskins atory•, or which you may haTe heard some echoes in Washington, 
and I think I cannot do better than aend you the account or recent de­
Telopments at this end which I wrote down rro Kr. S1111ner Welles in a 
letter dated December 13th. I attach a copy or this letter, with the 
enclosure by Mr. St. John Philby. (Kr. Phil.by, who 1a a great Arabic 
scholar and traTeller, baa been connected with Ibn Sa'ud tor many years; 
he ia, I belieTe, a reat friend or the ling). Though I addreased the 
letter to Mr. Swaner Wellea, it ia, aa you will realise, intended tor 
.the Preaident, to whom I was anxious to explain that it was not by ua 
that his name had been so gratuitously introduced into the matter or 
the guarantee. Ibn Sa 1ud 1 a change or attitude as reported by Colonel 
Hoakina, may, I think, be due to the long delay between the original 
mention or the idea and Colonel Bosk1na 1 T1ait (the tirat diacuasion 
with Xr. Philby vaa three yeara ago)• or to the tact that Colonel 
Hoskin• came without the 1 tirm otter• which the ling expected; or - in 
my view Yery probably - to th, 1ntenent1on ot certain repre1entatiTe1 
or the oil companies which hold important conceasions in Saudi Arabia, 
and which auat provide lbn Sa 1ud with a conaiderable income; the acti­
vities o~ such co■panies in the Middle Eaat are, in ■J experience, 
uaually ant1-Jew1ah. In ■y own Yiew, the 1end1ng or Hoskins to lbn 
Sa 1ud waa a 1er1oua ai1take: he came empty-handed, and quite unprepared -
and he 1• in any event none too syapathet1c. I d1d warn Mr. Sumner 
Welle• about th1a in a letter which I wrote hi■ before leaY1ng America -
or which you can get a copy tro■ Mr. Meyer Weiegal. 

I think the letter to Mr. Welles coYera the re1t or the 
Hoskins story - ao tar aa 1t 1• known to us here. I should perhap1 
add tha.t the 1plan• which Mr. Fh1lby ■ent1oned to the ling three year• 
aga since vaa also mentioned to me, ·quite independently, an~ without 
any knowledge or Mr. Philby 1 s Yiew1, by the Pri■e Minister, and thia 
is why I ha•e always attached cona1derable importance to it. 

Since ■y return to London I ha.Te aeen quite a nwaber ot 
people: the Prime M1n1ater, Mr. Atlllee, F1e1d-Marahal S.uta, and or 
courae the Colonial Secretary (1eTeral timea) - apart tro■ ao■e other 
me■ber1 ot the Cabinet. Mo Yery preciae information wa1 • de aTa1lable 
to ■e, but ■y 1■preas1on 1• that there are the tolloving 1 probab111t1ea• 
1n the air: 
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1) It seems to be assumed that the White Paper cannot be 
maintained (though I' ■ sure that the Palestine Administration would 
do - and 1• doing - eTerylh1ng in 1ta power to maintain the White 
Paper policy), and that something else, at present unspecified, will 
replace it. It ■ay be that the idea ot partition is to be revived. 
Such a solution at thie time would, I belieTe, be neither Just nor 
final, nor could it be agreed to by the Jewish people. I do not know 
whether ny definite decisiona has been reached or Oot, though I 
gathered from hints dropped by Field-Karahall Smuts that our attairs 
were discussed at the recent meetings, -and no doubt the President was 
in the picture - which makes me very happy. 

2) Hint, are also being dropped in Tarious quarters that the 
decision - whatever it may be, will be 1 impoeed1 on both sides, and not 
previously discussed with ue or the Arabe. 

The element in the present situation which worries us most ia 
the growing bitterness between the Britieh Adainistration in Pale tine 
and the Jewish Com unity. It etema, or course, mainly from the White 
Paper (to which, as already mentioned, the local otticials would like 
to adhere indefinitely), an~ tro■ all that has happened to ua in the 
last few yeara: lhe Struma, the Patria the evacu&t1on or refugees 
trom Athlit to Mauritius, the recent tr1ala nd searches tor arm,, with 
the aavage aentence1 illpoeed on our people (in ,triking contrast to the 
trivial pun1ehment meted out to hundreds ot Arab■ guilty ot 1m1lar and 
more 1eriou1 offenoee) - all this, with innumerable small and larger 
chicanerie1 over a period ot years, ha.a contributed to exasperate the 
Jewish population. I have done my utaoat - not, I belieTe, without eo■e 
meaaure of uooees - to hold things steady, and have Just recently invited 
delegations from Palestine and trom the States to meet in London in rder 
to diacuss the whol situation and the possible deoi11on ot which we aay 
be 1ntormed. I cannot emphasise too etrongly that our moat immedi te 
anxiety 1a to prevent the occurrence 1n Palestine or incidents which• y 
prejudice any further arrangement•. Many Americana returning tro 
Paleatine are, I tear (like aany of the Br1ti1h) unduly and adTeraely 
influenced by the local Adm1nietrat1on, and anything which can be done 
from the American aide to counteract thia would be ot gre t Talue. ror 
the la■t year orz so we have been hearing from British and American 
source■ tha.t eTeryth1ng in Palestine is working up for a clash betw en 
Jew1 and Arab■. On the ot~er hand, we underetand from many aouroea that 
relation• between Jews and Arab• - at any rate in ordinary day-to-day 
interoourae - are 1aprov1ng, and these panicky report ■ have no real 
Ju1tification. ror ayaelt, I am quite 1ure that talking about clashe1 
1 ■ the best way of bringing the about. Uncertainty 11 al10 a fertile 
breeding-ground tor unrest: the sooner a det1nite decision 11 taken, and 
a oonatruotive policy announced, the better tor Teryone. The Pri■e 
M1n1sterr1ghtly attaches the greatest 1.Jlportance to correct tiaing (ae 
you aay 1ee trom the enoloeed note or aay talk with him); and we would 
agree, were it not that we tear that delay 11&7 play into the hand• ot 
the dark tor0e1 operating in that part ot the world - torces anx1ou1 to 
proYoke a clash, ad prnent any conatructlTe solution. 

Ju1t a1 I lett America I heard, to ■y great distress, that 7ou 
were not well, 10 that I could not aee you to say goodb~e. I a■ happy 
to learn that you are baok at work again - the beat poa11ble 11gn ot 
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full recoYery. 

I eend you ■y Yery tat w1ahee tor a happy Nev Year, and look forward to hearing tro you soon. 

With kind personal regards, I a 

Very aincerely your•, 

Signed ... .... CH. WEIZMANN 

,. S. • haYe b en th1nki g or going to P lestine - but ot course 1t 
1e 1ff1cult, thing■ be1n a thy e, to k any d finite arran e­
me t ny di t nc ahead. 



' 

C O P Y 

London, fth January 1944 

My dear Meyer: 

It ke lt that you have 1een the oablegra trom Dr. 

Goldmann requesting that I send a report on our attalrs to Saa 

Roa nm n. fhla Ism o1 g today. I m also eend1ng a copy ot 

all th material to Henrietta llatz tor r. Mor enthau an another 

copy tor yourself and the ott1ce which you 111 be good enou h to 

transmit to our people. 

Tnere will be no prec1ae or further 1nforma.t1on until 

the r ime i1n1ater return• from Cairo and Teheran. Unfortunately 

.his illness will atter1. I teel, however, that with his 

return thinga will begin mov1n in a cert in direction. T retore 
. 

it 1a eaeent1al, in view or the ¥ar1oue that are goin on, 

that an Amer1c8n delegation 1hould co e her aa quickly a1 po1sible. 

I am anxious that 1ae and Silver should be part 1n add1t1on to the 

members ot the Executive of the delegation. I aup ose 1t is too 

much to hope that you ,111 be coming along; Vera and I are terribly 

lonesome tor you. 

I am greatly ayst1t1ed by the vague reports about B rgmann. 

I te r that he must be 111. Plea1e let ■ know exactly what the 

e1tuation 1e. I hear abo t 11 eorta ot negotiations but ve not 

heard anyth1n det1n1te about h1■, bad not letter troa h1a for nine 

veek1. I am alao anx1oua to haYe a •1•s• or •no• reply to yen-

qu1r1ea regarding Andre Meyer. 

I a planning to go with Mra. Weizmann to Pal et1ne r ther 

soon. We will probably get there before the winter 11 oYer. Ot 

cour•• under pre■ent cond1t1ons none oab 1a1 d t1n1tely when that 



-2-

will occur. I will keep you, ot oour■e, 1ntoraed. 

Kr■. We1zaann and I ■end you our love and to Shirley 

and the children. G1Ye ■y loYe al ■o to Be nn, Blwaenteld, 

Blanche and Joeet. Pleaae cable ■e when you rec 1Ye this lett r 

and the aater1al. 

A■ alwaya, 

Atteotionately, 



Dr. Chai■ Weizmann 
'4• Dorche1ter Hotel 
London, mDclud 

Dear Dr. Wei nann: 

COPY 

Dr. Michael Traub 
Commodore Hotel 
Bev York City 

March 3, 1944 

I baTe recen,17 arriftd. in lev York fro■ ?lew f.ealand and would 
like to giTe 7ou a report of rq actlritie11 in hatralia and llev Zealan4 
a• tar aa the Government and public opinion in both Dollinione are con­
cerned. 

1) Shortly after 1117 arrival in .luatralia in lfov•b•r 1941, 
I was recelTed by the Pr1• Mini1ler, Mr. John Curtin. I gaff him an 
accouat of our var effort ta Paleatine and 1ntoraed him about our polit­
ical pro bl•• in connection w1 th tbe Wh1 te Paper, a11d.nc hi■ particularly 
to ■upport our demand concerning a Jev11h &nr7. I alao inforaecl Mr. Curlin 
~t tb.e attitude of lield Mar1ball Smuts, to whom I bad apoken ahortq be­
fore ~ departure fro■ South Africa. At the end of our conTerea tion, 
Mr. Cm-tin upre11ecl in general tens h11 •~tb.Y with our deaancl1, and 
hia particular 1a.tere1t 1n the fonation ot a Jewlan ArllT• !he idea that 
1ome Alletralian uni t1 whO were fighting in the :rear ••t could be replaced 
by Jewi1h fighting uni ts, found h11 approTa.l, and he proal .. d to bring the 
•tter before Cabinet. Mr. Cllnin gaTe • peJ"lliaeion to write to 11eld 
Mar1ball Slllut1 and to lnfora him that be (Mr. Curtin) va1 fv.117 in tawr 
of a Jevi1h ArllT, and added tha, he would per.hap• at a later •ta&e di1cu1 
the •lter also with the Prime Minleter of Bev Zlll&Dd, Mr. J'ra1er. 

2) On the 4q tollovinc rq iaterriw vi th the Prlae Mini■ter, 
he rece1Ted a let,er from Sir I1aao I ■aac• a■ldng hi■ not to pq &n7 at­
tention to oar requ.e1t1, and telling M■ \hat b7 eupport1nc the Jeviah 
jgenq he would. •endanger Churchillian pollc7 in tha Bear ••t.• Thia 
letter was followed by nearl.7 ten long article• which Sir Iuac Iaaac• 
pu.bll■bed la tbe Jevillh pr•••. 4.etend.1~ the Vh1 te Paper and acouaing 
the Jewi■h .lgnc7 of haraing \he Britieh and Allied wr ettor\ in tba 
lear ••'• At the sue time he wrote ftrloue letter■ to pro■1nent aon­
:J'ev1, lnclwllnc the PNaler ot ••· South Wal••• Mr. MoKell, and other1, 
la aa atteapt to oonrince thea of tbe ant1-:ar1,11h character ot the poliq 
of tu Jevi■h Agenc7, and varninc \bell not to ldentit7 thell••l"• vilh UT 
Zloal•I cupdp. 
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It 1• difficult to deacribe in a letter all the attaok• aJld 
accu.aationa of Sir Iaaac Iaaaca, but S.t my interest you that be resigned 
a• patron of the League ot Bationa Union vhen the lll1on inrtted • to 
addr••• thea on Paleatine. (Bia reaignation wa• accepted and Iva• able 
to addr••• the League of •tlona Union.) 

3) Deeplte all tbeae 41fficultiea, I haw addreeeed durinc 
the first year of ll1' atay in Auatralla maeroue non-Jewien •••tinge, a.ad 
interviewed on ••••ral oocaaiona the Premier• of the ftrloua .Australian 
eta tea_ which I Ti•i ted, a• well a• variou prominent repreaenw.tl n• of 
the non-Jevlah 00111Dunit7. Thee• intern.eve, a• vell a• the nwaeroue ad­
dr••••• I deliwred at Un1Tera1t1ea, Churchea, Labor Council• and other 
DOa-Jewiah audiencea, prepared the ground for the formation of Pro­
Paleatlne Coamltteea in A.uatralia. 

Daring m7 atq in Autralla, Pro-Paleatine CollDli tt•e• were fol"lled 
1a Melbourne, Perth and Sydne7 along the aame linea aa in the UM.ted State,. 
'l'he Auetraliu Pro-Paleatine Collllitteea consiat of the 110at pro■inent 
l•dera of the Clera, Un1Yer1it7 and political life of the Commonwealth 
&Del include the Priaate of tne Cburob of ~laDd. !rchbiahop Dr. Le lanu of 
Perth; the Catholic Archbishop of Australia, Dr. D. Mannix; the Preaier of 
Victoria, tbe Hon.•• Dun1tan; the Speaker of tbe Bouae ot Repre••ntatln• 
la Victoria; the Lord X.,Ora of S7d,De7, Melbourne and Perth, the V1oe Chan­
-=-llor• of the Um.Yera1t1••• the leader• ot the ~l1t1cal parties, and 
0th.era. kcloaed 7ou will find a 11a, of the -.riou• aember• of the 
Au•trallaa Pro-Paleatine Co111tilteea. Chainaan of tha Pro-Paleetine Collllitt•• 
ia Victoria la Profeaaor B. A. Woodruff; Chairaan of the Pro-Paleatine Coa-
111,tee in Wev South Walea, the Rt. BeT. c. Venn Pilcher, Coad.Jutor !i1hop of 
Sidney; lbairaaa of the Pro-Pale■\ine Coamittee in Weatern .metralia,•the 
Chancellor of the Unlwreit7 of Per,n, Profeeaor Walter Murdoch. 

I formed a a1■1.lar COIIDlittee during the laet tev aontha alto in 
Bew Zealand, with the Angl1C&D !iebop, tbe Rt. Rev. Barb Bolland a• Pre11dent 
of the eo-1tt••• (See at\aebed liat.) It aq intereat 70u that three 
Minlatere of the Cabinet (The Hon. A. llordma7er, Mini■ter of Health, the 
Bon. Robert Semple, Minleter of Pa.'blic Work:a, and the Hon. Major C.F. Slcinner, 
Miniater of Babab111'9t1on) Joined the New 1.ealamJ. Pro-Paleetlne Co•ltt••• 
and I.bat Minlater c.r. Skinner, vho participated in the North African 
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campaign and spent a few days also in our settlement•in Palestine, 
became one of its Vice-Presidents. 

At meetings ot the Pro~Paleetine Committeeein Sydne7, 
Melbourne, Wellington and Auckland the following resolution was 
unanimously s.doptedt 

"The first meeting of the •.• Pro--P&lestine Committee 
expresses ite horror at the unprecetlented atrocities 
which haTe been and are being committed against the 
Jews in Ea.rope in pureuanee of the barbaroua 1as1 
polic7 to exterminate the Jews, and offers 1 ts deepest 
aympatq to the sufferers. It further affirms that 
the preaent terrible plight of Jewry bas strengthened 
the need for the full impleaentation of the Balfour 
Deel.a.ration and asks that in thia critical hour the 
ga.tes of Pale■tine shall b9 opened v14e to Jewish 
immigratio••• 

4) The sympathetic attitude of numeroue labor leader• 
1n Auatralia towards our demands found its expression in a apeech 
del1Tered b7 the lederal Mlnieter, E.F. Bollcwa7, at the Conference 
ot the League for Labor Paleetine in Melbourne in which be associated 
hi■eelf with the resolutions ot that Conference. One of the reeoluw 
ttoae of the Conference urged 8 tbe abrogation ot tbe White Paper and 
the establishment of Palestine ae a Jewish Commonwealth integrated 
into the atructure of the Bri tieh Commonwealth of lations and tbe 
new democratic world order.• 

Worth aentioning ala t·• the fact that a combined meeting 
of the delegates ~f the 'fr&d-e and Labor Council and of the Labor 
Party in Auckland passed after 'IIJ7 address tvo months ago unanimoua-
17 a resolution dema.ndiJJg the abrogation of the White Paper of 1939 
and the implementation ot the ]alfour Declaration. 

5) After '111T arrival in Nev Zealand end of June I was 
received by the Prime Minister. Mr. Peter 1raaer, in the preeence 
of Mr. Walter lash, Minieter of Finance, and Bew Sealand Minieter 
in Wa1hington. Mr. Fraser etreeeed hie a,-pathetic un.deratanding 
of our problems and was Te17 interested in the abaorptiye eapacit7 
of Paleetine a8 well a8 in our poat---,,ar 1anigrat1on program. Whan 
I mentioned tbat deapi te the oppot&ion ot Mr. Charchill, Mr. A:ftr7 
and Mr. Morr11on and ll&D¥ others, and. despite tht tact that the 
Permanent Nanda.tea Comm11aion ot the L.gue ot lat1on1 Toted againat 
the Wh1 te Paper, that 4ocwaent becall8 law, the Prime Minieter inter-­
rupted •• and aaidl "Oh, not law, but accepted pol101'• • Thi• 

' 
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and ai■ilar remark■ characterised his attitude tovarda the White Paper. 

At a eeeond interview he agreed to address a public meeting 
held on the occasion of the firgt Jlev Zealand Zioniet Conference. In. 
hie address the Prime Minieter saidl 

•Uter Fa1ci1m and la1i1■ have been deatro79d there will 
be problems and I hope that Mr. Booeevelt and Mr. Churchill 
will share in tbe solution of them, The apir;t of .Jptice 
which liTee in their breaata, and in those of S\her1 leadera 
of the United lationa, will then be translated into fair 
deciaione and Ju1t re-.rrangementa. 

•I h0pe &Ad believe tbat the repreaentativee fro■ th11 
country who will take part in the Counael11 will 1tapd 
four-,,.a uare tor uetiee for tbe ancient hoae and tbe 
new hope of lbe Jeviah people. 1 See attaehed copy of 
epeech.) 

The Miniater of Behabilitation, Major Skinner. (who later 
became one of the Vic ... Preaidente of the Wellington Pro-Palestine 
Committee) aid 1na epeech delivered at a Keren Ha.7eaod reception 
on .Auguet 28th, 

•If Paleatine waa handed over to the Arab• all the work 
tbat the Jewe have done there would be deetro,ed in a 
ver7 1hort time, and I cannot imagine a country that 
should be a part7 to allowing the wonderful work that 
vaa done in Palestine to be wae ted.. 1 

I abould like to •ntion in thie connection alao tbe ney 
e711P&thetic attitude of Mr. Walter liaah, with whom I bad aeYeral 
long 1nterneve during 97 •~ in llew f.ealand. In one of our con­
Tersations. he said to 1181 

1Tbe White Paper put a deadline that aq have been "f&lid 
in time• of peace, but the var has changed condition• 
conaiderabl.7, and thia appliee alao to the White Paper. 
I would act aa if the date of Narch 31, 1944 did not 
exiat. That date wae fixed whea conc11,1ona were quite 
differen,.• 

Similar 14eaa were expre1eed b7 other members of the Qoyernaent whom 
I haft interT1ewed during the laet few month.a. 
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6) Realizing the •7JIIP&thetic attitude of 1e'f'8ral •mbers 
of the GowrmNnt and of prominent repreeentatiTee of public opinion 
in .luetralia and ITev 1.ealand towards our de•ande concerning tbe 
abolition of the 1fh1 te Paper and the full iaplementation of the 
:Balfour Declaration, I cabled to the Jewiah Agenc7 in London on 
September 2?, 1943 as follovaf 

1BJ:DRRIIJG PRIMS MINISTER FBASBRS SPDCH DILIVDED 
ZIONIST CO!lnBEICJ: WLLINM'OB AND SMUTS MISS.A.GE SOUTH 
URIC.AN OONFERENCB STOP PLUSI CABLE TOUR OPIIIOH 
llGA.R»IBG JOIBT DOMINIONS UPRIISD'UTION FOR WITB­
DRA.WAI, 1939 WHIT.I PAPBR STOP IF SOUTH .AJ'RICA T.10S 
INIITIATIVJ: AUSTBALU ilD BIW IEilAND MAY FOLLOW •TRAUB• 

On October 13, 1943 I cabled to the Jewish jgency, 

"llnRRIBG MID TWllllTYSIVliltiTH PLIASJI UP:IDITE llPLY 
STOP llCIIvm> CABLI Alm LITT:IR AUSTBALIAN J'KDEATIOJI' 
INDICATING IF SOUTH JJ'RICA.N A.ND J1IW DltUn>S .l'l'TITUDI 
TOWARDS JOil'l' llPUSINTATIOH 1.6.VORABLI AUSTRALIA MAY 
FOLLOW STOP SOUTH AJ'RICAN IBITIATIVE DESIRABLJ: :BEFOBI 
SUBMITTING PROPOJW, NEW ZEAI,AND FRIENDS WHOS:S: ATTI TUD:I 
ORY SYMPATHITIC STOP PW.SB 0.1.BLE ... TBAUB 11 

On October 20, 1943 I receiYed the following repl71 

"YOURS THIRTDBTH YOUR IB'FOBMATION RmGARDING ATTITUDI 
OLLING!Oll SYDDY VERY USEFUL STOP SUGGEST YOU cor 
Til'OE TDTATIVJ:LY :etrT TAKE BO IJIFINITI ACTION UNTIL 
HIARIBG J'BOM US JURTBIR - JOSEPH LINTON• 

I diacusaed the idea of a Joint repre1entation of the Dominion• 
for the vi thdrawal ot the Wh1 \e Paper vi th the lxecuti Te of our 
Pro-Pale1tine Committee in Wellington, and the7 accepted JDT pre,.. 
poaal to ,end a delegation ot the Bev Zealand. Pro-Palestine Coa­
mittee to the Prime Miniater in order to present to the Government 
the resolution pasaed b7 the Committee at ite inaugural meeting, 
and to ask the Government .to make the nece1sm; repreaenta~ione 
in London on the occasion of the forthcoming •pire Conferenc~~ 

The delegatioa coneista of members of the W8 llington 
Pro-Palestine Oonlttee and delegates from the other three lew 
1.ealand centera and will be headed b7 the Ctairaan of the Bev 
Zealand Pro-Paleatine Committee, the Anglican ~iehop of Wellington. 
:Barb Bolland• 
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A few dq1 later, in lioTember, I called apin on Mr. Bash, 
informed hia offieiall.T of the formation of the Pro-Palestine 
Committee and di1cu11ed with him the idea of a joint representation 
of the Dominions to be made at the •pire Conference in London in 
faYor of the abolition of the White Paper and the full implementation 
of the Balfour DeclAration. I informed him also of the decision of 
the Pro-Palestine Committee to send a delegation to the Bev Zealand 
Government in support of this reque1t. Mr. Hash, who was at that 
time Acting Prime Minister, told me that Mr. Fraser would gladly re­
ceiTe the delegation; concerning the Joint representation the Prime 
Minister would discus, the •tter with the Cabinet. He added: 
"Yours ia certainly a moral iaeue and in the long run moral issues 
prevail." 

Du.ring the following week1 I bad several interTiewe with 
other members of the Bew Zealand Government as well as with leading 
members of the Opposition in the House of Bepresenlati.ee. The dele­
gation was auppoaed to call on the Prime Minister in the aiddle of 
February. I am convinced that their requni will be supported b7 
tho public opinion in New ~aland and tbatTground is well prepared 
for the intervention of the Nev Zealand Govermient in London. 

It mcy alao interest you to kno that the AU.strslia.n as 
well as the New Zealand preea gave prominence to our deu.nde during 
the laet 7ear and published a number of articles in 1upport of the 
abolition of the White Paper and the opening of the door• of Pale1tine 
to Jewish immigration. Of particular importance waa an editorial pub­
lished. b7 the moat influential newapaper in Australia, •The S7dne7 
Morning Herald. ·•. under the headline, •.1 Jewiah State." It vas for 
the first time that a prominent .luatralian paper came out into the 
open with eympatbetic reference to a Jewiah Commonwealth in Pale1tine. 
Other articles in Australian and Hew Zealand papers followed, and 
greatly facil.tatecl our work in both l>ominiona. 

7) Since my departure from Au.atralia I was all the time 
in contact with our friends there concerning the activities of their 
Pr(>-IPaleatine Ooanittee and steps to be taken with the Australian 
Government in favor of a joint representation in London. I auggested 
that a delegation of the Australian Pr~Palestine Committee similar 
to that formed in Bew Zealand ahould call on the Australian Goverzr. 
ment in 1upport of the above mentioned representation. Shortly b4bfe 
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my departure from Hew Zealand I receiTed a confidential letter from 
the Zionist Federation, under the date of JanuA.ry 10, which reads 
in part ae follows; 

"I hasten to inform you that on Wedneaday a deputation 
waited upon Dr. Evatt; the members of the deputation 
were; Mr. Saul Symonds, representing the Atlvisory 
Board of N.s.w., the undersigned (Dr. J.M.Machover), 
Mr. S. Steigrad, Mr. H.B. Ne'Wl!lan and Mr. N. Freilich. 
The deputation was introduced by Mr. A. Land.a. It 
was purelylinformative and informal affair and we 
promised that no publication whatever of the talk 
will take place. The reception was a friendly one. All 
of us have the impression that our fears that the 
.Australian government is against our movement seems to 
be unfounded, On the contrary, Dr. ET&tt gave us to 
11nderet&nd that the Australian Go-rernment would support 
&IIY steps taken by other dominions and democracies on 
behalf of the Jewish National Home. He referred to the 
necessity in time of war for diplomatic eilence, but 
said that when the time is appropriate they will not be 
Batisfied with words but will take vigorous action. He 
of course emphasized that he could not commit the go-rern­
ment and promised to discuss the matter with the Prime 
Minister. Dr. Bvati was particularly interest6d in our 
report of Hew Zealand's attitude and read with attention 
the cutting reporting Mr. Fraser's speech on the occasion 
of your address. We understood that Mr. Fraser is coming 
to Australia shortly and Dr. Evatt said that he will talk 
the matter over with him. 'r.nat is particua.rly the reason 
wb1' I am so anxious to let you know of our interview 
without delay-, in the hope that you will be able to pre~ 
pare the ground. It will interest you to know that 
Dr. Bv-att has not been influenced by Sir Isaac Isaacs' 
published views on Zionism. On the contrary he showed 
good understanding of the position of the real situation 
of affairs in Jewish lite.n 

I personally have always hoped that both Dominions will 
in t nis and many other respects follow the same line of action. and 
the Conference between the Prime Minister of New Zealand and the 
Australian Go-rernment which took place in the middle of January in 
Aus tr :l ia ha.a indeed served the purpose of coordinating the policy 
of the two Dominions in view of the British lmpire Conference in 
London. 



Dr. Chai• Wei smann March 3, 1944 

I wrote to Mr. haeer ahortl.7 before~ departure and •en\ 
hi• alao aoae literature which he confirmed in a letter which I bad 
reoeiYed oa tha dq ot 1117 departure. 

Swaliag up, I m,q atate tbat the Prlae Minietere and aeTeral 
other ••bere ot the Australian and Bew Zealand Cabinet•, a• well a• 
the moet prominent repre••ntat1vea of the non-Jevieh coaaunity in 
both Doain1ona realise the urgenc7 ot our clai•• ud tbe political 
and moral iaauee involved in the abolition of the White Paper and. th• 
full implementation or the !al.tour Declaration. Auetralian and Bev 
Zti.an4 aoldiera fought together with South African and other Imperial 
troup1 in the Near ••t, defending Paleatine, and they etron«l7 teil that 
the7 ahould have a ■oral aq in all matter• concerning the Bear ••t• I 
aa conrtnced. therefore, that the e%pected participation ot Auetralia and 
!Tew Zealand in the lllllp1re Conference in London will give ad.di tional weight 
to the •lidit7 ot our cl&l••• 

I have informed Dr. Silver and Dr. Iarael Ooldatein (before h11 
departure tor London) about th1• matter, and have d.iecuaaed it :tul.17 
with Mr. Meyer Weiegal, vho vae of the opinion that T(>U would be intereeted 
to baYe an account ot ,q activitle• in Autralia and Bev Zealand, and of 
tbe attitude of the leading aembere of their Government• and repre11entatiYea 
of public opinion toward• our cause. 

I ■ball etq in Bev York until the end of thie month and intend 
to go fro■ here to Argentina. 

W1 th kind rep.rd a• I all 

Very aincerel.7 7oure, 

Mie.nael Traub 
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1st May, 1944. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
o/o American Zionist Emergency Council, 
342 Madison Avenue, 
NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 

My dear Silver, 

I was very glad to receive your letter of the 3rd Maroh; thank you 
very muoh for it. Mrs. Weizmann joins me in warmly reciprocating your good 
wishes. 

I am sorry to hear that the existence and work of the political office 
of the Jewish Agency should be c using you personal embarrassment. Everything 
possible must certainly be done to overcome any difficulties which may have 
arisen. I have heard with great pleasure of the increased activities of the 
Emergency Council: full reports were given to us here by Dr . Goldmann am 
Dr. Goldstein, and we follow the work of the Council closely from the press 
cables and. cuttings which reach us from America. It is quite possible that 
with the present tempo a.nd set-up of the Eaergency Council we might not have 
decided to set up a separate office of the Executive. On the other hand, it 
was generally felt at the time that such an office had to be established, and 
now that it exists and is working, it seems to me that wear likely to lose 
more by abolishing it. You yourself say that there is a great deal of work 
to be done in the South .Am.erican States, which can be done by the Jewish Agency 
office. But there are also spheres of the work in New York and ashington 
where you may find it very useful that whatever action ma.y be necessary should 
be taken in the name of the Executive of the Jewish Agency rather than of the 
.Emergency Council. Similar considerations lso apply in regard to Canada. 

I do agree, however, that there should be the fullest co-ordination 
between the Emergency Council ani the Agency office, and I am convinced that, 
with goodwill and hannony between you and Dr. Goldmann, this can be arranged. 
I know I oan rely on you and other friends of the Emergency Council to do 
everything possible to smooth out difficulties and ensure friendly co-operation. 

I saw • Stettinius the week before last and had a friendly talk with 
him. I urged the ne ed for an immediate decision rather than postponement till 

/the 



the war is over, and pointed out the dangers of delay. At luncheon last 
week I foun:l myself by chance sit t ing next to Mr. allace Murray, but beyond 
expressing our opposition to partition, I had little opportunity of speaking 
to him about our affairs. • 

I, too, had hoped to see you here with the delegation, but the 
course of events did not follow quite the line we had anticipated. We cannot 
see daylight yet, but it is possible th t circumstances may arise which will 
necessitate the· presence in London of yourself and other friends. I shall 
try and give you as much notice as I can when the time comes. 

v ith all good wishes and perso,nal regards, and looking forward to 
seeing you, I am 

Yours ever, __..,.-

~~~7 

.... ) 



the Jewish Interest in 
National Horne 
• rn Palestine 

" What ever can be done to help the perse­
cuted Jewish people shall and ,must be done 
to the utmost of th e abilit y of all right­
th inking men." 

On the occasion of the First New Zealand 
Zionist Conference the Prime Minister, the 
Right Hon. Peter Fraser, delivered at 
a public meeting held at the State Theatre 
in Wellington on July the 25th, 1943, the 
following address: 

"J t \vas a great privilege to be here to­
night ancl to hear thal inspiring speech from 
Dr. Traub. As he ·was speaking, my 
thoughts and your thoughts must have 
tr ied to picture the terrible scenes that he 
drew for us in a few vivid words. \A/ e knovv 
that this war has brought terrible suffering 
to millions, bul when we think of the two 
and a half millions of j ews killed as a result 
of bestial persecution in this ·war, we can 
understand \\:hal Dr. Traub means when he 
says that hcyoncl all peoples of the ·world 
the.Jews have suffered the greatest numher 
of casual ties in this war. These t\vo and a 

hali million j cws- almo:-;t <>ne million n1<>rc 
than the total population of ~ew Zealand­
ha\'<.~ been murdered in the most brutal ,,·ay. 
One ius( wonders if the \\'hole tragedy is 
nothing more than a terrible nightmare 
which has desccncled 011 ( he world, and 
surely everyone will Yo\\' that according t.o 

our ability and resources we will do our 
utmost to wipe from the world for ever this 
beast ly, brutal thing ca ll ed Xazism and 
Fa cism. 

"Over the centuries there ha,·e been many 
pogroms and persecutions nf the Jews, hut 

- The Right Hon. Peter Fraser. 

nen.:r in the history of man has there been 
such a deluge of blood as has been the case 
since ~az ism came into power. From then 
on there has been not one pogrom, not one 
murder, but a deliberate cold -blooded 
sci en t ifir plan for the complete a1111i hi lat ion 
of the .I cwish people in Europe. The Nazi 
hordes swcpl through Poland, ]klgium, 
I lulhrncl, Yugo-Slavia, Greece- indeed, to 
the very gates of Alexandria, and almost to 
the shores of lhitain, and just as a Power 
greater than man repelled these threatening 
hordes , so will the Jev .. -ish peopk he dcli\'er ­
ed from the horror threatened l>y their per­
secutors. \Vhatcver ran lie done to help the 
persecuted Jewish people shall and must he 
done lt> the utmost of the ahilit v nf all 
rig-ht - th inking men. 

"i'Jaturally and rightly, the Jewish people 
\\'ant t<, go hark to their ancient homeland . 
Un fortunately, I did not see much of l 'ales ­
tine myself, hut \\'hen I llew o,·cr that great 
land I saw the marvellous city of Tel - \ ,·i,·, 
and T could realise the work that was clone 
there when I saw the buildings of th' city 
ancl cultivation of the soil. I 11ave also 
listened to the stories of our hoys who ha,·c 
just come hack. Some of them l1ave been to 
Palestine on leave, and they told me how 
in terested they were in the eronomics oi 
the country and in the co-operative settle ­
ment s, and how wonderful Tel -Aviv is. 
There, in Palest ine, thev said, there is the 
bir th of a nat ion, a nd a . Dr. Traub told us 



there is dignity <>f lah()t1r, oi \\·<irk by 

brain, and \\.<,rk hy hand. The .I 'WS in 

Palestine utilised the rcs()t1rrcs oi a country 

\\'hirh " ·a-, de . ert b f<>re they ,n'. nt hark 

there . ~<J\\. it is a great rountr) and 

it "()uld lie a Jo-,s to mankind ii all the 

effort. all the \\"<>rk, and all the inspiration 

tint had ()'one to t ransi<>rm l'alestine int<> 
' I-, 

its present -,tage, \\Cr ' t<> go 111 ,a111 . 

"Dr. Trauh said that he \\'as not blaming 

the .\rah ma .. e-., ;ind indeed there sh()t1lcl 

he 11() antagonism nor misunder. tancling 

hctwcen the Je\\·ish and ,\ rah peopl 'S , as 

c,·eryone Ii, ing in Palestine \\·ould naturally 

Ii •11cl1 t f mm what the J c\\·i. h people ha n : 

mad, out oi a land whirh \\'as once d scrt, 

until the desert hl()ssomed as a rose. Pale . -

tine is ,·en· akin to th' ideals of ~e\\' Zea ­

land except that the Je\\·i . h peopl' \\' •nt t() 

l 1al stine \\·ith a tradition of pri,·ation ." 

C<>nrluding his address, th I >rime \1 inis­

tcr :-,aid: ".\iter Fasci . m and Xazism ha,·c 

hccn destroyed there ,, ill l>c problems and 

I hop' that }If r. Ro()se, cit and :'.\1 r. Churchill 

"ill ·hare in the solution ()i th •m. Th' spirit 

t>f justir' which li,·cs in their breasts, as in 

tho. c oi th· ()ther leaders of th· 'nited 

Xatiuns, \\'ill then I,' translated into iair 

derisions and ju:-,t re -arrangements. 

"I hope and belie,·e that the represcnta­

ti,T • from this rountry who will take part 

in th ' rounsel. \\·ill stand four square for 

ju:-,ticc ior the anrient home and th , ne\\· 

hope of the J e \\·ish people." 

The following are extracts from an ad­
dress delivered by Major the Hon. C. F. 
Skinner, Minister of Rehabilitation, at a 

Reception of the Palestine Foundation Fund 
held on Aug ust 25th, 1943, in Wellington: 

" .... I t'1rst took an int 're:-,t in Palestin, 

when l \\· ,1. in ( ;recre. Ther' I met a num ­

lier of Palestinian labour units and I got to 

kno\\· a larg' numl>er oi these men and t() 

;1ppreriate the "()rk th,,. \\·er' doin<>". \\ ' hon - ...., '-

later on I \\·cnt to Palestine I sp ·nt se,·eral 

niuhts in J cwish sett! m nts. Xothing I ran 

say ran dcsrribc loqucntly enough what 

I sa\\· there. There i. much in these settle­

ment that reminded me of X \\" Z ·aland. 

I spok • to the settlers and was amazed to 

-,cc the " ·ay in \\'hich they ar' building up 

the country and the progress they ha v • 

arhie, ed in a ,. ·ry short time t11HI 'r difficult 

condition . .... . . 
"\\'hat amazed me most of all was th' 

terrific dri, c behind the mm·em •nt. I ha\'(.' 

nc,cr seen such enthusiasm as the enthusi ­

asm displayed hy J e,Ys in Palestine. If \\'C 

rould only get a part oi that dri, c and 

energy hehincl th' work done in this coun­

try, :'\e\\· Zealand \\·otild become the Jine~t 

rountn· in the ,n>rl 1. 

"There i.' a t rem ndous di ffercnre het ween 

olcl J>alestine and Pale:tine of toda ,·. I saw 

Ian I "\\'h re they told me there had been 

sand and . \\'amp not so long ago, and I pic­

tured the trcm •ndous work that must hav' 

,•>"on· into that task. J t is inrrcdibl to me 

that thi • work was don partly by students 

and professional men \\·ho were unused lo 

doing this kind of \\'ork, and made a great 

j()I> of it. 

"I ha, c a friend who .... after having 

,isitcd th rountry and spent a iew week. 

in J cwish settlcm nts, ran talk of nothing 

ebe hut of th \\'ork that is being done 

th ' re. I le says, and I agree with him, that 

th· ·nthusiasm of these Je\\·ish settlers tll 

l\dc:-,tin' is incomparahlc ..... 

''Ii l\tlestine \\·as hand,cl o,·cr to the 

.·\rahs, all the " ·ork the jc\\'s ha\'e clone 

there \\·ould he destroyed in a ,·cry short 

time, and I rannot imagine a ·mmtry that 

should he a party to allm,·ing th' wond ,rful 

\\·o rk that \\·as done in l'alcstin' to h' 

wasted. 

"Palest in' is a n11nrnmcnt to thos' Jewish 

men and \\·omen \\·ho ha\'e built up th' 

rountr_,·, and I <rr' ·t Y<>ll all as m mh rs of 
I-, • 

a 1110,-cmcnt " ·ho ha,· , clone all this grand 

" .< ,rk." 



Leading Australian and Ntw Zealand newspapers have not only 

expressed sympathy with the movement but have given it d1:lini te 

support. Here are some typical examples of editorial comment: 

Wl1r @,yhttry ilnruiug 
lllrrnlb 

Fl{II).\\", Jl.~I •: 11, J<J-U 

A JEWISH STATE 
I 11 clue l'()Urse the \\'h()le que:--ti()n ()j .I ·w 

i:-.h settlement in 11alcstin • mu:-.t l>c re\ ie\\·­

cd, for the tcmp()rary plan ()lit lined in thL· 

British \\ 'hite J>apcr oi 1939 has l>ee11 r -nd­

l'rcd entirely ()!,:-,()let· l>y the c,·cnts of the 

\\'ar. Dr. Traub, a clcl ·gate from the J c,,·ish 

.\o-enry ior l\tlc:-.tinc, now pleads ior a 

Je,,·ish :\ati()nal .·tate, adequate i()r not 

merely hundreds ()i thousands, hut millions 

oi settlers. T\\'() cle\'l·lopments ,,·ill doubt 

less help Dr. Tr;iub's r;isc . The tcrril>I • 

.\xis pers ·rution ()i _le\\'s i11 l•:uropc, " ·ith 
its a,o,,·ed ;iim ()i extcrminati()n, i:-. <>Ill' ,,i 

them; retribution ;1g-ainst those rc:--ponsiblc, 

and sympathy i()r the , irtims, \\·ill not he 

CllClllg'h \\·ithout practiral help i()r the 

rciugecs. Secondly, the .\rahs, th<l se ()Id 

ro11tcsta11b against a --cparate J C\\'ish 

Palest in', ran srarr ·Iv exp ·rt their oh 

JCdions to he treated \\'ith quit · th · 

:-.am· cl ·ien·nre a:-. 111 l'J.VJ, in , IC\\ c1i 

the .\ rah States· rcrord of indiffcr ·11rc, ii 

Jl()l open hostility. t() the .\!lied rau:-.e dur 

111g the darkc r days ()i the ,,·ar . The ne,r 

1/.ioni-..,t l';tlesti11e prnp11sal is i()r "a Jl'\rish 

Com111011wealth \\ ithin the l~ritish l'()m ­

mon,ycalth ()f ".:\ati()ns." The pruposal might 

l\\l'llty ye:1rs ago h;nc disturbed e,en th· 

equanimity of Earl lhlfour, hut 111 the 

":"\ '\\' Order" of the posl - \\':tr period ;111 

impro,·ecl League of .:\'ati()n:-. might not ex-

1..·lude Dr. Traul, '_..; idea. 

ID lie N r1u lralanb 3arrnlil 
Tl ' l •: SD.\Y. ll ' l ,'i' <,. !<JU 

FUTURE OF PALESTINE 
.\mid the pr·"rrupatiCJJh of the \\ ;tr thl' 

problem <>i I 'a lest in· ha.., l,ecn lc>st tc > , i .,, . 
\ ' ·t Ur. Trauh's addr ·ss ... dl';tlt \\'ith ;t 
t<>pir <>i \\ 'c>rld i111porta11rc the quc:-.ti()n of 
a 11;1tic1nal hc1111c i()r I he J '\\'"· \\ hen pea re 
rC>mes l<> the :\ l iddl • l•:a!->I the qt1e..,tit111 \\'ill 
rail i<>r ;1n :tll'-\\' · r . \\ 'h ·11 I lit In'.._ clungec,11" 
arc lm,kc11 <>pen ;tnd th· truth ui the l'" 
gn ,m sh()rks I he \\ ()rid, th· .J l'\\ i:-.h qul'--t i1 n1 
\\'ill pose it--clf ;1fresh in emphati~·. uq.,:cnt 
term:-. and that, apart ir()Jll other r111i-.ider 
ations, ,,ill plan· l'al ·stine hi .t:li ()Jl the 
agenda of pc;1re . It is 11c1l impo..,..,ihlc that 
th e ta ~k ,,ill lie simpler than it u11re appear 
eel. The future \\'ill sec no Lc>rd ()j lsla111 in 
H<>llll' ierm ·nting :\ l ()slcm hall' thr()ll .t.:houl 
the l·:a:-.t. ~<> radio frrnn l:ari \\ill lie t<, 
.\r;th Pales tine night hy night. !tis pc>:-.-.,il>lc:, 
tot>, that the pas..,ing· ()i time " ·ill ha,· · n • 
a t1-:d ()lilig;1 ti<>11s and ran rel kd old < 11H.·-.. . It 
i-., t111<l()ulitedh· a iart th;tt thl' \ral, ,,,,rid 
\\'ill ha, e fe{,,.r rlaim., upc,11 the , ict,1r .... 
than it had in J<JI~. La\\ 1T11rl''.._ gu ·rilb--. 
"hc,:-.e daring d • ·ds h:ht ·11ed, hut I)\ 11c, 
means produred. the ,irt()J'\ i11 l \1le~ti11e, 
,n.-r • hand--rnneh· rc,,·arded· \\ith tnritc,n 
tc, lwuse \rah {re ·clom, t,,ent,· f1\<.' tim<.:s 
the area <>i l \1lcsti11e. Tl1eir --~nires ha,· 
11 c , l I> e c 11 th l' d i 11 t h c pr L'" • 11 t l' 1 > 11 fl i rt. I 11 

d '<.'d, th<.· i11dcpe11dcnt .\l()slc111 \\'()rid j.., -..th 

pert. The s t()ry c,i l~gypt, \\'hirh, ii not an 
.\r;il> .·tall', is lslamir in h()tl, faith :rnd 
rultur ·, ha.., \Tl t<> he told. It j., likch that 
it \\ill he CC1l~n1red with little heroism~ lrak, 
when th · c;cr111;1n.., were l1eatin 11• ;1t thL· ...... 

gal,.._ oi . ·:,. ria, \'()st th· l•:mpirc. "till tight 
i11g al"nc, the rasualti •sand <.·mliarras..,ment 
of a cliffirult r:tmpaig11. I ran, linked lik • 
Eg-:,.pl with .\rah rultur', \\'as 11ot 1,rn1pied 
for its lo\'alt,·. The .\ rahs i11 sum, ran 
hardly e~.:"pert to l> • numl>e;-ed anwng the 
nwsl fa\'ollr cl nation . 



The urgent nee •s ·ity for a home ior the 
J ewi:h race may l>e tak •n as granted. .\1~ 
ancient passion li,·ing in the hearts oi 
16,000,000 p •opl • cannot be lightly thwart 

l. lt \\'a!-1 brought to life l>y the great 
<li:p •rsion, t\\'enty-six renturi '!-I ago, in the 
years of massacr • and deportation, when 
the l>rutal king!-1 of ::--:inc\'ch and Ual>ylon 
w re anticipating th' tyrant of Germany. 
.'\s dispassionat • a Jew as Disraeli f •It its 
power. ln one of his novels h' makc!-1 a J '\\. 
of J erusal ·m say: "The English will take 
this city· they will k cp it.'' The policy 
·which, horn in th' same astute brain, s ·rur­
ed ·yprus and .'u z for the Empire, ma) 
even ha,· , had this further encl in viev,·. 
Jnde ·d, it is connect d with lmp •rial serur­
itv and if that would hav • appealed to 
D·israeli how murh more carcf ulh- :hould 

' . 
the users of lraki oil regard it? ~apoleon 
\\·as neith r th Jirst nor th· last of the 
conc1uerors to r ·ali ·e that J>alcstine will 
always he the strategic key to the ~ear 
Ea:t. J t must he ocrupi d by a friendly 
people- ready and anxious to form part of 
the British Commonwealth of ~ations. The 
interests, th ·ref ore, of th· Empire's secur­
ity agr • with the aspirations of th J '\\'ish 
people. Their prol>l ·m cannot wait. Fostcr­
•d ll\· th' I lebrew .'criJ>tures the vearni110-

- ' ., h 

for "r turning west" has colour cl the his -
lorv of th rare. Onh· J>alestin • can satisfy 
it. ~As \\' izmann hii11self r •marked \\'hei, 
conf rontecl with a proposal to build a J w­
ish 'tate in East frica, would banished 
Englishm •n, in a distant century, acrept as 
a suhstitut' for home permission to "re­
turn" to Calais? 

The rahs, of course, \\'ill still b there. 
The admitted urgency of a solution of the 
Jewish problem wi II not de:troy a historical 
fact. \\'hat i: to h' done " ·ith them ? The 
Partition :chem· was as absurd as the 
Danzig ·orridor, and is quite as dead. J t 
might h' argued that th' ,\ rah is richly rc ­
,vardcd. Th fact that f wish colonisation 
has lift d larg· ar as ~>f Pal ·stinc irnm 
pm· rty, dis as ancl degradation to wcll ­
h ing, health and clean line . s is not to he 
disrc~ard cl. Th r is a market for ,\ rah 
land and labour. Ther is nothing to pre­
Ycnt :imilar rah nt rpris , and, indeed, 
th moral paralysis of the 1\Iosl m faith ha: 
not quit l r clucl cl its e. tahli . hment in 
both agricultur and industry. It is ine,·it ­
able that some of th original own rs, who 
left th land a wild rn s. for rent uric . , 
. hould clamour for a y t gr at r share in 

the unearned increment, but th ·re i:-. littl • 
justice in their ras '. A possil>l solution of 
th lifficulty would b by a planned trans ­
fer •nee of part of the Arab population of 
I \tic ·tine to J rak, with ad quately financed 
:-ettlcment schemes in that spacious, rirh 
and undc,·eloped territory. Th' imperati, • 
need is that a olution should b' found. 
.\nti -.'emitism will not di' with ] litler and 
Rosen I> rg. . \ disturbing by-product of 
l litl rism i: a spr ·ad of the dis ·as . Europe 
ran ne,·er again he the J ,,,·s' home, nor do 
the Hritish Dominions se ·m able lo gi\'e 
th m a rcfug . Their suffering will close 
their ranks th world o,·cr, and accentuate 
afre ·h th ir cl p di tincti,·encss. J e,,·ish 
nationhood is th solution, and the linger of 
history points to ] >ale . tine. 

Wqr Aurklau~ @>tar 
TJ l R~ DAY, JULY 15, 19-+3 

THE JEWS AND PALESTINE. 
Th report d d ci ·ion of the Zionist (;en­

cral ~ouncil to refu ·c to co-operate in any 
post -war reconstruction scheme in Pales-

ine, if ha : ,(! on the British Go\'crnment 
\\ hitc J>apcr of 193 , sharply draws atten ­
tion to a political problem of major and 
prc:-sing importance- the problem of the 
future of the J e,, ish p oplc, and of what 
opportunities arc to be opened to them in 
the Iloly Land. The ~ hite J>ap r cruelly 
hlightecl th ir hop s by restricting immigra­
tion for the fol lowing li,·c years to 10,000 a 
year, plus 25,000 r fug 'S- a total of 75,000. 
Xo more w re to be admitted without the 
arquiescencc of th' :-\rahs. Regulations sub­
: qucntly issued restricted J e\\'ish rights to 
purchase land in the larger part of the 
country. This policy, ·whirh is still the Brit ­
ish policy in Pal stine, was adopted in ex­
tra r linary ircumstanc s. Th •r " ·ere p r ­
sistcnt and s rious disturhanr s in th' 
country, and th' conference of J cws and 
.\rab: call ·cl in London in Fel>ruarv in the 
hop' of linding a wa~· out of the ·impasse 
had dismally failed . ::\lor •o,·cr th war \\·as 

. ' 
imp ncling, and any ;overnm nt could he 
excus d for adopting an •xpedient that was 
perhap cl signed to check th further cl -
,. lopment of a clang rents situation in an 
ar a of great st rat gical importanc . l fm,·­
e,·cr, th fart of gr atcst rel vance is that 
the \ hite Pap r p li ·y did ha\'e a strong 



Ila\ uur of cxpedielll') and ui impermane11n·. 
:\ 11 that could he said for it \\'as that, for th1.· 
time l>cing, it wa:- d ·risi\ ·, aiter ,·ear, uf 
temporising and drifting. It slwul~l be 1-e 

m ·mb ·red abo that up t() t<J.H there \\.t ::-­
pcarc and prosperity in i>alcstinc, :i11d that 
the deterioration in sul>:-.equent \·car:-. \\ ;1-.. 
dir ·rtly attrilnitalile to the :t<h eni to p11\\· T 

of .\dolf I lit! ·r and his anti-J e,\·i h polir:. 
llis e\·il inllu·nr· ,,·;1:-. ielt i11 t\\" \\ :t \ . 
First, his perserutiun of the .I '\\ s led t<~ a 
gTeat inrrea..,c in th· number •11t ·ring 
t ';tlestine, \\'hirh i11rrea:-e alarmed thl· 
\rahs. . ·econdl). (; ·rma n a11d I tali;tn prn 

pagancla :tssiduously foment ·d that al.trm 
mto n·,<.·ntm ·nt, hit( ·rnes , :i nd h;1t1cd . 
Th<.·,· :--;i ,,. to it that ,t small Ii n· licca111c :1 

],la/·. The 1:riti sh ( ;m l'rtll11l'llt, pur,uing :1 

g"l'll ·ral polir: ni appe;1:--em<.·11t, w;1-.. in elkct 
trying to light the r1rc with Oil(' h;111cl tied. 

(;real a:- \\ ·ere the 11 ·ed.-, ()f th· I '" .... i11 
the year . .., of undeclared \\·ar. th<.:,. h:1, c 
::--inr~ l>l'l'< >llll' i11r1 lmpa ral>I: .~ rca t c,:. Thv 
t;1:--k of tli11:--e "11() \\·11t1ld :--prc:t d r<11nprclH·11 
:--i1,11 "' thv 111ag11itl1Ck ;111d dl'ptli !JI their 
tr;1gcd) i:-- m;11k diffin1lt , 111,t lllll) l>L'(·;1t1:-.l' 
war numbs sensibilit, and :--atiat •. rrn1 
sci nee, hut also l>eca-use th· scale of th· 
atrociti ·s pcrpct rated again:--t th, j ewish 
people in (; ·rman-d()minatcd lands almost 
baffles c1>tnprehensio11 ..... l t is in ·unse 
qu ·nre <>i these happ ·11i11g:-. that th• •ye-; "f 
the Je\\'i..,h p '<>pl· arL to-da) lixcd 1,11 l'ak :-­
tin' \\·ith passionate intensil\'. l,rojl'ct:-- 1111· 

c::--tal>lishing .I e\\·i:--h c<>lonics -in :\la<iaga:-.rar, 
or llr;1zil, or\\' ·st .\ustrali:1, ior them ha,· · 
11() prartiral meaning in pn·scnt rirn1111 
stanr ·s. Th ·y arc, at th· I, ·st, j>1Jst - \\·ar 
dr ·am-; . The je\\·s are l,ci,w ext ·rminatcd 
1)()\\ . 

For 1•rese11t a:-. \\-ell a.-, i"r historir:tl n :a-, 
<>ns I cw-; in ·, en ri,untry feel that in 
I 1alc~ti11e th<.:rc <.:x(:--ts th• oj1p<>rlt1nity i ,r a 
great and fruitful settlement of th op­
pressed of th ·ir rare. Som· ha\'e a ,·ision oi 
its lw , 1>111ing a .lc\\'i-;h ."talc " ·ithi11 th· 
llriti :-- 1 C ·0111111011\\· ·alth. a _'tale in whirh 
th· ri~·hts of the .\rah inhabitant:-, " ·,,uld he 
"'P ·cil: ·ally and sol ·mnly guarant • d. Th ·y 
point, as they arc entitl d to do, to th· .-,uc ­
re:--siul estab]i-;hm ·nt "f the •xi.-,ting J wish 
r()l()ny ;1:-. pro1Jf that they \\·1,uld kll<>\\' \\' ·11 
how lo grasp a larg •r <>J>IH>rtunity. That 
th -rear· gra,· • diffirulti ·s 11011 • would deny. 
Intl those who would dwell upon th m 
might, in · tead, ref1ect upon th pri ·eless 
hi . sing whi h w ulcl b won by m ·ercom ­
i11g- them . ,\s J n ral muts r 'ntly r' 

111arked, the \\'hole (J{ I e\\'n r;11111 t Ii, e in 
l';tle!--ti11c, !nit they 111·ust f1a,c a national 
lwmc ()f their <>\\11 \\here th·,· ran liH• their 
<>\\II li\l·s \\itlwut i11teriu· .;1r • ir()m an\ -
1 >11~·- F1,r th_l' ;1ch il'~ l'111l'lll ()i that gr •;tt 
()h_1·n there 1:-- need l<>r the Hritish (;()\ •rn-
111 ·11(. \\ hir~1 h()ld-.. th· kl'), t() approa ·h the 
pr'.ihlem \\_1th grl'at_n l'llergy and imagi11-
at11>11 than 1t ha-,"'<> lar :--him 11. 

THE HOPE OF ZION 

\'11 lll<1rv tvrrililv ;111d lw ;1r1 n:11cli11g stor: 
h:1-.. enwrg<"d iri1111 tlw \\ :tr th;111 th• nwrri 
Iv,-.. t>er,cr11t i()11 "i 111t·1nl>er-, ()i the J •wi!--h 
rac • in ( ;nmat1) and i11 th· (; ·rman <>··up 
i ·d cuu11trie ol l~urnp • . .\'.1>t only have the 
J ·w lie ·11 • ·pdl •d frnm th ·ir hom • • and 
d ·pri, ·d oi ·, ·ry ri rht, hut there has I>• ·n 
a sy:--t ·malic .\'.azi att ·mpt to ·xt ·rminate 
th ·m ' <>mpl ·tcly. Th ·ir suff ·rin rs hav • \\' m 
l h • sympath) uf all th . e who ·heri h the 
princrpl ·:-- ()l fr· ·dom and ju.-,ti ·e. Th •y 
ha\'· ab<> 1 'l'll rc.-,ponsil,le for drawing al­
t ·ntion to th· hop· oi th· _I •w.- that th· 
id ·al oi a 11ati()nal home, wh ·re th • ra ·e 
ran l111cl a tru' and lasting ·xpr •s:ion oi its 
aims and a.-,pirati"ns will l>e iullill ·d. Th ·re 
may I,' th():--· who will ask why th· Zionists, 
thn Lwh th ·ir :--p()k ·.-,111e11, c,f whom Dr. 1L 
Traub, 11()\\' ,·i:iting .\'. '". % ·alan I, is one >f 
the mo:-.l di:--tinguish ·d, . hould Inv, ·hoscn 
th· pr •-,cnt tim<.:, when the leader · of the 
·nitcd .\'.atiun • arc iully uc ·upi ·d \-Vith th 

pre · ·ing problem.- of the \\·ar, to I ring the 
qu ·stion so prominently iorward. There is 
a r<.:a.-,011 for thi.-,. nd ·r th • t 'rm: of th· 
I \ritish \IV hit· Pap ·r of 11 39 J 'wish immi­
gration lo Palc:tin • was limit ·cl to 15,000 
a y ·ar for Ii, 'y ·ars, with the po:siuilit of 
its comp] ·l • rc:..,alion ait 'r :\[arch 31, l 44. 
The Zioni:--Ls ar • naturally :tfraid that, un­
i•.-,:-- their rase i:-. .-,tat ·d ancl understo I 
ll!JW, their hop 'S f()r th' rreation of a na­
tional h m • in l'al ·tine, an<l th ir imm di­
at • nc cl for finding not merely a temporary 
r f uge but a perm an nt horn f r per e­
·ut d m rnber: of th ir ra ·e, will b di i-



pated. Their case i • ·trcngthcncd by the 
iacl that the poliry enunciated in the White 
Paper was adopted again s t the judgment of 
.\lr. Churchill and other · who no\\· hulcl pt\) 

minenl positions in the I lri tish Government. 
The development of Palestine as a home 

for th Jews llndcr the lialfour De ·laration 
ui 1917 was pro,·ing successful until the 
unfortunate disturbances with the .\ rabs in 
1936. ,. Dr. Traub ha · made abundantly 
clear, the Jew make no complaint aaain t 
the Arab ; they place the blame for the 
disturbance · at the door of German and 
Italian intrig-ue. With the remm·;il of .Nazi 
and F;1scist influ ·nres, it is claimed that 
differences bet ween j ,,,·:-; and , \ r;1 h:-- Cllt1ld 

l>c amicably adjuste<l under the gui<la11ce of 
friendly Powers. and the progress that w;t s 

being made in restoring- t <i the Jc\\'ish rare 
its pride in the soil could he continued. 
~cw Zealand's sympathy ,,·ith tl1c aspira-

t i()ns of the Jews was expressed b) th • 
Prime ~lini ter ( :\1 r. Fra • ·r) \\'hen he 
spoke at a public meeting in Wellington at 
the weekend, and his statement that whu­
c\'er went lo the Peace Conference from 
\'cw Zealand would stand four -square for 
justice for the ancient home and new hupe 
;>f the J cwish p ople will he generally en­
dorsed. ~e,v Zealand of cour ·c, has not the 
mean · lo it ·elf offer a olution of the pr b­
lem. That mu t remain very largely an 
Imperial re pon ·ibility. Xew Zealand' part 
will I to offer her most sinccr support, 
l>ased upon admiration for ·what th J ,,·s 
ha n.: alreadv ;1chieved in Pak st inc and 
practical sy,;,pathy fo,· their terrihl • suff ·r 
ings, towards the \\·1>rking out of a solutiun 
which l\1 r. Churchi ll and the nritish and 
.\mcrican leaders assur ·dh· desire . Thu~ 
the a ·piration for a national horn, may be 
realised. 

THE BALFOUR DECLARATION 
1 • ·ued by the Briti h War Cabinet, ... uvember 2, 1917, and sign\!d 

by Arthur Jame · (later Lord) Lalfour, e retary of ~ tat· for 
Foreign Affairs: 

"His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment 
in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use 
their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object, it 
being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may pre­
judice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communi­
ties in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews 
in any other country." 
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