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..American J £WISH CONFERENCE 
521 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

Telephone MUrray Hill 2-7197 

OF ACTIVITIES AND DIGEST OF THE PRESS 
May 191> 1946 

90NDBENCE DISCLOSES EGJP'l 0S DISCRIMINATION AGAINST .AMERICAN JEWS 

Demands U oS o Government Intervention 

Zgypt. a member of the United Nations i has recently sdopted discriminatory 
practices against American Jewe by refusing to grant them transit visas for pae­
aage through the country enroute to Palestine o 

Thia arbitrary and unfriendly action on the part of a government which main­
tain• full diplomatic relations with the United States was brought to the noticeot 
the .American public at a press conference held in the office of the .American Jewish 

Conference on Jriday 0 May l?tho 
Dr .. Iarael Goldstein, Actirg Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Con­

ference, •tressed that Egypt arrogated to itself the power to interfere with 
.American economic intereats in Palestine and with the trade between these two 
countries.. Since the issue involves the freedom of travel by ,merican citizen•, 
and eatabliahee a moet dangerous precedent, the Conference demands "a vitproua 
representation for the protection of our national•" 0 Rabbi Gold e n aaido 

The atatement read as follows& 
"The arbitrary refusal of the Egyptian M niater in Washington to grant 

tranai t visas to ~rican citizens desiring pa sage through Egypt enroute to 
Palestine is an act of unfriendly di riminat o against our citizen• and 1• 
violative of the doctrine of the United Ra ion• of which that government ii 
a member o The fact that such discrimination appears to have been applied 
aly to Jewa eerves to empbalize the serious import of the :Egyptian policyo 

The action of the lgyptian miniatry can only be construed as nalic­
ioua aince tranait viaa1 are designed merely to allow paaeage through a 
country within a limited apace of time and are generally to be had for the 
aaking . .American citizens, enroute to Palestine 0 must of necessity~ apply 
for lgyptian transit visas since all recent &hipping headed tor the Hol7 
Land 1• routed through Alexandriao 

Aa a result of• the obstructive tactics employed by the :ZgyPtian gov­
ernment, hundreds of American citizens, including war veterans on their way 
to Palestine under the GoloBill of Rights. American business men arxl tourists, 
have been forced to cancel their trips o Thia wa• particularly evidenced b7 
the recent cancellation of paasage by over 200 American Jewa who had been 
echeduled to depart for the !Joly LMd on the SS V'U.lcania, which ... 11ec1 onlhv 
u, 19460 

Prior to May- 110 1945 0 the Egyptian minist yin Washington had estab­
lished an impossible yardstick for the granting of transit visas to ita countiy. 
It conditioned the iaauance of such v - on the stipulation that the traveler 
have in hie posaeesion a return paasage ticket to the United States from Palee­
tineo In view of the fact that the present policy of all steamship line• doe• 
not allow for the sale of return tickets, since their schedulea from the Holy 
Land to the UoSo are not fully developed 0 the lgyptian ~vernment bad deliber­
ately atipulated condition• which9 it knew, were impossible to tulfillo 

Aa of lla1' 11 0 there hat been an abandonment of all suberfugee and the 
Kgn,tian legation refuses to grant transit vieae on any grounds. It refer• all 
8U.Ch request• to 1 ta government officea in Cairo, a process involving a long 
paasf188 of t 1me o 
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By aeting as it doea, Egypt arrogates to itself the power to inter­
fere with ~erican economic interests in Palestine and with the trade 
between these two countries. By diacriminating against .American ci tizena, 
lgypt interferes with their free m:,vement. Since Egypt has been granted 
the privilege of becoming a terminal of .important J.merican airlines, it 
can hardly be permitted to exploit it• position to discourage rather than 
encourage international corrmunications, or to exercise control over traffic 
between this country and the rest of the Middle last. 

fhe State Department is fully cognizant of the dilatory tactics em­
ployed by the Emtian Ministry and baa interceded in some instance• with 
eatiefactory results. What is neceasary, however, is a complete revision 
of policy in the matter of granting tranait visas through lgn,t and more 
vigoroua representations for the protection of our nationals are in order. 

While it is true that lgypt, a• a sovereign power has sole discretion 
in the matter of granting or denying such visas, there ia precedent for 
vigoroua action on our part, that is the abrogation of a treaty with a 
foreign country with which thia country bad enjoyed normal diplomatic re­
lat iona. In 1910, President William Howard Taft~ acting upon resolution• 
in both houses of Congress, abrogated the Treaty of 18:32 with Russia because 
of that country's 8humiliating and degrading prohibition againat any of our 
citizens withing tempararily to eoJourn in a foreign country because ot race 
and religion o 1 

The iasue involved is the freedom of travel by Nnerican ci tizene. The 
hiB}l-handed discrimination practised by the lgyptian governmentis iltolerable." 

RABBI PHILIP BEmTSTIII aPOIN'l'ED ADVISER TO CZN oMcN.ABNEY 

The appointment of Babbi Philip G. Bernstein of Bochester, New York, to aerve a• 
special adviser on Jewish Affairs to Geno Joseph T . llcNarney, Commander of American 
occupation forces in Germany, ii welcomed by the Jewish comnunity of Jmerica as a de­
ciaive step on the part of the United State• Government to deal aquarely w1 th the con­
atant ly deteriorating Jewish position in Germany. 

Rabbi :Bernstein succeeds Federal Judge Simon Rif'ld.nd who, during hi• f'i ve zmntha 
ae"ice was greatly instrumental in improving relations between occupying .American 
forces and the liberated Jews in Germanyo 

Babbi Bernstein is a delegate to the .American Jewish Conference. lollowing hie 
app;> intment, be met with the jmerican Jewish organizations dealing with European Jew­
iah affairs, seeking advice as to the beat way of carrying out his important mission. 

The appointment of a successor to Judge llifkind waa urged by the .American Juwiah 
Conference and the World Jewish Congress at a meeting with top ranking official• ot 
the War Department last imnth o The growing tension betwem the liberated Jewa and 
the jroerican military authorities in Germany made the presence of a Jewish adviser at 
utmost inportanceo In discussing the subject with Government off1ciala, Jewish rep­
resentatiTes pointed out that the recent incident• in Germany could have been avoided 
by better handling of the problema confronting both the occupation authorities and 
the displaced Jews o The War Department, concerned with the situation in Germany, tock 
heed of the recommendations and acted with considerable apeed, securing Gen.Mclarney•• 
agreement to the appointmmt of Babbi Bernstein aa hia apecial adviser on Jewiah 
affairs. 

fhe Central Comnittee of Liberated Jewa in Germany, which is in conata~t contact 
with the American Jewish Conference. baa on several occasion• urged the ap:p>intmant of 
a aucceaaor to Judge SiIIX>n H. Bifkind. 
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FUTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE CONJ!lSNCE 

The firat step toward t he i mplementation of the resolution on tutu.re organ-
1~ation, adopted at the Third Session of' the American Jewish Conference, waa taken 
on Wednesday, May 15th, when t he nine-man Oomni t tee on Procedure, named by the 
Interim Comnittee Chairman, drafted and adopted a report. The report 1• subject 
to the approval of the Interim Comni ttee which will meet on May 24th. 

Proposals were agreed upon as to the formation, structure, and function of 
a special comnittee which would carry on an inquiry and make definite recomnenda­
tione to the next session in line with the resolution adopted in Clevelan4.• The 
report containa terms of reference to guide the special comnittee. 

the Comnittee on Procedure consisted of: 
Dr . Israel Goldstein.Chairman 

Maurice B isgyer Prof. Hayim lineman 
Harry Ehrlich Babbi Joseph Lookatein 
Dr J,!aurice Eieendrath Babbi Irving Miller 
Mrs . Moses Epstein Samu.el llotbatein 

Alex Stanton 
Mias Jane Evans and Mr o William M o Gerber aubsti tuted for Dr. Maurice lieendrath 

and Maurice Bisgyer respectivelyo 

CONBBENCE lOUTH COUNCIL IN .ACTION 

Representatives of 12 leading national Jewish 10uth orgmizatione affiliated 
with the American Jewish Conference this week adopted a con1titution for the 
Council of National Jewish Youth Organizations and drafted a program of inteneive 
activities a 

At present composed of representatives of B'nai B 1rith Youth Organi~ationa, 
Habonim, Hashomer Hadatie Hashomer Hatzair, Hillel foundation, Intercollegiate 
Zioniat Jederation of .America, Junior Hedassah , Junior Mizrachi Women'• Organi za­
t ion of America 0 Masada, National Council of Jewi sh Juniors, National J'ederation 
of Temple Youth, Young Peoplea League of the United Synagogue of £merica,-the 
Council, meeting on Wedneaday, May 13th, voted to invite other national Jewi•h 
YQUth orgmizations to join its rankao 

In addition to adopting a constitution, the Council wired President Truman, 
urging immediate act ion on the recomnendation of the Anglo-American Conrnittee of 
Inquiry to admit 100 0 000 Jews into Palestine. The Council adopted a reaolution 
aupPorting the famine relief programo It urged affiliated bodies to call upon 
their members to conserve food by living on the average :luropean ration one day 
each weeko • 

On June 13th a convent i on will be held in New York to elect permanent am.caw. 
Arthur Gilbert of .Philadelphia. Pao. was named temporary chairman. an4 l'ra.noea 

lromm of Jlu.shing, N o Y o. secretary pro tem. 

~HZ l>AY or BEMEMBRANCI 

'?he .American Aaeociation for Jewish Education,an ai'filiate of the Conference, 
responded to the call to observe May 15th as a day of remambrance. Jewiah school• 
throughout the country were asked to hem the Conference appeal and to aaaemble 
pupils for the observance of this historic date. Comnunal ga.tberingl and synagogue 
aervicea were devoted to commemoration of thoae who perished an4 expreea1on of sol­
idarity with luropean Jewry in its struggle 'for final liberation. - .. - - - - - - - - - .. --.. 
• It ia recognized that there is a wideapread demand for an American Jewiah organi..-
tion competent to epeak authoritatively for the Jewish comnunity and aince thia Con­
ference wae not designed aa a permanent body, the Interim Com:ni ttee 1• directed to 
explore the possibility of establiahing a permanent demcratic. representative ,Jew­
ish body in consultation with representative comnunity organi1&tion• an4 through 
agreement aa to the nature end scope of such an organization with existing national 
organization•, and subject tq such agreement to propose waya and mean• for bringing 
such a body into existence ." 
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Ja:ll)lWU)tJM TO THE u .,N,.. SPECIJ.L COMla!l'.rD ON RErtJGEES AND D .• P ;rs 

The discunsions which took place during the first part of t he first session 
of the United Rations • General .A.asembly have shown the complexity of the que•­
tion of ref'ugeea and displaced persona and the variety of approachea to the 
problema. JJs certain basic principle• have been laid down for the guidance of 
the Special Conmit tee p we have the honour to submit to the Comnittee the follow­
ing obaervationa and propoeala. 

I. '?he problema of the Jews, of whom a greater proportion than of any 
other people belongs to the category of refugee•, dieplaced and uprooted pereone, 
1• international in scope and character; the overwhelming majority of the rem­
nant• of the Jewish population on the :European continent baa been uprooted since 
the beginning of Nazi and rasciat aggression against the Jewish people. 

II. Most of these people have ao far been unable to resettle .. and among 
them the following main categories of uprooted Jews should be noted: 

(a) Persons who became stateless in consequence of territorial and other 
changes after the 1914-1918 war and did not acquire new citizenship 
Since then o 

(b) Befugeea on account of their race or religion who were obliged to leave 
their countries of origin between the two wars ~ 

(c) Pereons rendered stateless by legal enactment on account of their race 
or religiono 

(4) Displaced Pereons who , in consequence of the policy of deportation 
practised by the Germans end their satellite, , were rem:,ved from their 
places of reeidence o 

(e) People who bad returned from displacement to their former places of 
residence, but have been unable to resettle there on account of paycho­
logical and material conditions, and have, therefore 0 left in aearch of 
new places of settlement, since the cessation of hostilities. 

(f) Jewish lar Orphans wooee personal status is unsettled and who-ae re-
. babilitation, especially from the religious aspect 0 18 particularly 

important o 

III. All these people constitute a distinct group w1 th problem& which should 
be dealt with specifically for the following reasons :-

1. the uprooted Jews do oot desire to be repatriated, not for political reasons 
connected with the existing form• of government in their countriea of origin, but 
tor a variety of different causes, such as the annihilation of their families and 
friends, the destruction of the social and economic baaia of their e:rlatenc•, the 
continuing hosi tili ty of large aectiona of the local p0pulat ion which for many 
,eara have been under the influence of anti- Semitic propaganda. 

a. The7 have clearly expressed their hope am desir~ to find a new and perman­
ent home. The available evidence ahowa concluaively that the maJ ori ty deairea to 
aettl• in Palestine o Other• eeek to Join their relative• in varioua part• of the 
world. These are the two ways of final aettlement desired by the uprooted Jew•. 
who cannot be repatriated o 

3. The epoliation and wholesale muaacre of almo1t 60 0000000 hropean Jf/111 
ha.a created a apecial position for the aurvivora, in the reepect that the vaat 
mus of Jewiah propert7 left without heir• and of other aaseta to which the Jew• 
haTe moral and legal right•, ahoul4 be ueed for their rehabilitation and final 
reaet tlement • 
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IV. In view of the foregoing consideration the signatories submit to the 
ColllDittee the following proposals: -

A. It 1• ot vital iq,ortance that the United Nations ehou.ld ee­
tablish suitable machinery to find and i~lement a 1peed7 
aolution of the problem of uprooted people, more particularly 
uprooted Jewao 

! . To meet the epecific needa of the uprooted Jflffs the new bocl1 
or agency set up to deal with the refugee problems eboul4 
have a special department working in coneultation and co­
operation with representative Jewish bodies. 

C. The Jewish J,,ge'f1!y for Palestine should be invited to aaaiat 
by organising the transfer to Palestine of those re~eee 
and displaced persona who are to settle there, and the Jf!lfl­

iah Agency should be given the financial aid and all facil­
ities necessary for this purpose. 

D. The new body or agenc1 should make funds available for the 
resettlement of these people, on lines similar to those 
mentioned in Article 8 of the Agreement reached at the Paria 
Conference o~ Reparation on December 21st, 1945, 111d •houl4 
enter into negotiation• with tbe governments on whose ter­
ritory considerable assets have been left, in order to secure 
these assets tor the purposes mentioned aboveo 

I. It is submitted that the Comnittee may find it desirable to 
invite the signator)' bodies for consultation on the fore­
going proposals and to provide the opportunity of further 
elaboration of their views on such questions affecting up­
rooted Jf!fls as may arise in the course of the Com:ii ttee 1 a 
deliberations o 

London, 24th April, 19460 
.American Jewish 

Conference 

• 

Board of Deput iea 
of British Jews 

• • 

World Jewiah 
Cone;resa 

The above merrorandumo submitted by the three cooperating Jewiah bodies, re­
ceived close attention by the United Nations Special Comnittee on Refugee• 
and Diaplaced Persons which is now in session in Londono The mezm>randum 
aerved as a basis for extensive discussion of the problem& affecting the up­
rooted Jf!IWa of Europe o Some of the reconmendation• were adopted. A epecial 
sub-comnittee was set up to examine the proposals of the Jewiah organization•. 

oe1uil53 
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comamcz ACTIVITIES .lCCSIEBA'J'ED ON MANY lK>N'l'S 

Joint Memorandum Submitted to Conference of 1oreign Ministers 

The march of international events ha8 necessitated a quickening in the tempo of 
Conference activities. Decisions arrived at by the United Nations, and the writing 
of Allied peace treaties with the ex-enemy countries, involve corresponding actions 
by those pledged to safeguard the rights of the Jewish people in the postwar world. 

Jewish representatives tIIUSt maintain constant liaiaon with OB agencies dealing 
with such specific problems as refugees, trusteeship, l:rurnan rights. The terms of tb3 
treaties now being writ ten by the Foreign Ministers in Paris will have to insure the 
safeguarding of the rights and status of the Jews reDBining in the 1ate111te and ex­
enemy countries. The keystone of Jewish organizational activity w1 th regard to the 
peace treaties is to secure international guarantees for protection of the rights 
of Jews in former Axis dominated lands. 

The jmerican Jewish Co~ference, the World Jewish Congress, and the Board of Dep­
uties of iritish Jews, after detailed and lengthy consultations, have agreed on memo­
randa to be submitted to the Council of Foreign Ministers and the Peace Conference. 
The doCU!Zl'nts urge the inclusion in the peace treatiea :oow being drafted of specific 
provisions on Jewish rights and statue. In addition to a general statement review­
ing the Jewish position, distinct provisions have been written for incorporation into 
the individual treaties with Italy, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Hungary. 

The provisions deal with restitution of property, reparation•, citizenship 
rights• emigration, safeguarding of comnunaJ. inati tut ions, protection of mmmn righta 
and fundamental freedoms. '.rhe entire program of the American Jewish Conference ha• 

' foum expression both in the general statetoont and in the separate mem::>randa. 

• • • 
On June 27th, representatives of the Conference, the Congress, and the Board 

formally submitted the general statement on peace treaties with ex-enemy countries 
to the Counc 11 of 1o reign Ministers in Paris. 

:Dramatically, it unveils the whole tragic chapter of Jewish history throughout 
the war and reveal& the stark present-day realities of Jewish life 1n Europe. The 
statement places squarely before UN leaders their responsibility for l~ing the foun­
dations for a peaceful world order where Jascist and Hitlerite aesaults on defense­
less Jewish minorities can never recur. 

{Full text of this memorandum wi 11 be found in the :Bulletin Supplemmt). 

The memoranda embodying provisions to be included in the treaties with Italy, 
Rumania, Bulgaria, and Hungary will be presented in the naar future. 

Thu.8 one of the fun:1.azm3ntal. task:S for which the janerican Jewish Conference was 
created - the presentation of the views of Jmerican Jewry on the peace treaties - ia 
now being carried out with the cooperation and agreement of other Jewish repreaenta.­
tive bodies. • • • 

Concurrently, the Conference haS framed auggeationa which have been included 1n 
tbe constitution of the new International Refugee Organisation eatabliebed by the UI 
lconomic and Social Cowcil. All eeasiona of the lconom1c Council were attended bJ 
Conference representatives. Recomnendationa on the impleaentation of the human rights 
provisions of the UN Charter are being preaented to the Haman Right• Oomniaeion b7 
the American Jews.ah Conference. 
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I. L. IENEN •s MISSION TO Pms 

Kr. I. L. Xenen, Executive Secretary of the jmerican Jewish Conference, left 
New York for London on Wednesday, June 19th, to consult with the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews and the World Jewish Congress on the submission of memranda to th! 
Conference of Foreign Ministers and the subeequ.ent peace conference which 1a 
scheduled for the em of July. 

After spending SeTeral days in London, Mr. Ienen procemed to Paris where, to­
sether with Ur. A. L. Easterman of the British Sect ion of the World Jewish Congress, 
and Mr. Israel Cohen of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, he prepared for the 
presentation to the loreign Ministers of suggested provisions to be included in the 
peace treaties. These provisions are designed to safeguard full civil am. property 
rights of Jews remaining in the satellite and ex-enemy countries. 

- - - - ~ - - - - -
THE NEW EXEaJTIVZ OOl&!I'rl'D 

Merrllers of the new Executive Cournittee: Louie Lipsky, Chairman, Jacob Alson, 
Aaron Droock, Harry M. Ehrlich, Dr. Maurice N. liaendrath, Jane Evans, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Dr. A. Leon Xubowitzk:1, Jacob Karrua, Babbi 
Irving Miller, Samuel Bothstein, Alex r. Stanton, Hermann Stern, Robert Szold. 

Dr. Stephen S. Wige, Honorary Chairman of the Interim Comnittee, and Mr.Henry 
Monsky, Chairmsn, are members of the Executive Comnittee ex-officio. 

- --- - - -- - - _, _,, 

FK)ll DR ~ ZAIN.AN GBIHBEBCP s IZfflR or JOl& 3HD I 
11 \ie greatl~.,. appreciate ~ur utmost effort• 1n solving all our problems. 

l. ~ successor to Judge Rifldm has arrived a few d~ al§) and we hope he will be 
succeesful in his new sphere of activity so that a relaxation in our comition• 
wil 1 take place. 

2. Germen police are presently mt perm1.tted to enter camps of diaplaced per•ons 
or Jewish settlements. 
3. The problems concerning Jewish persecutees seemed in t~ last weeks to be car­
ried out in a spirit of good will. We hope that we shall be able to give you exact 
information in the futureo 

4. We requested USJET in Frankfurt /Main to be officially recognized as the politic­
al representatives of all the Jewish displaced persons in the American 10ne by the 
.American autr..orities. As aoon as we shall be in a position of official au.thori&&­
tion many of our problems will be settled by a direct approach to the military au­
thorit1••. Al.though we are presently defacto recognized, the lack of offical author­
ization 18 alwaya an obstacle in our wa:t'-. o. 

omCE ASStraES Jll'S ON llEBABILimimr 

The Greek Prime Minister and Minister of Joreign Affair•, llr. lonatantin Taald­
aris, in a letter addressed on ~ 10th to Mr. Ascher llo1as1a, Preaident of the 
Central Board of Jewish Comnunitiee of Greece, aawred the Oeutral Board that the 
new Greek gove~nt will do all in its power t.o facilitate an4 accelerate the re­
habilitation of the surYi'fing Jewe of that oountr7. 

fbe full text of this &18nificant letter, which the Central Board forwarded to 
the "-rican Jewish Conference, reaAa .. followe: 

"I thank 10u for your congratulations on the formation of the new 
Greek Qoyernment. I tab thia opportunit7 of expreasing to you one• mre, 
in m:, nama and in the neJD8 of all the Greek people, thl •~atby we feel 
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for tbe t•rr1bl• tr~y the Jewe of Greece are UD4•rgon• owing to ruthle•• 
Gerzmm peraecution. 

!be 1pecial intereat I have ahown during the trapc 4q■ of March, 
1943, an4 which 1011 mentioned to meo trying to aTo14 or to reduce tbe c► 
taatropbe, giTea the beat proof of the frien417 teelinga my Qoyemment '1lu 
toward• tbe Jewi1h element. 

I know that the Jen who have eurv1Ted come UDnglt tbe f1rat who lllll8t 
be rehabilitated. You can usu.re your fellow-belieTer• that the new Greek 
GOTernment will do all that ia in ita power in order to facilitate an4 ac­
celerate tbeir rehabilitation. 

!he lan 2/1944, 337 and 808/1945, for thit railiDC of Mqueatration 
and restitution of Jewish propert1 will be apPlie4 with a aenae of juatice. 
The Orpnilm for the Welfare and Bebabilitation of the Je• of Greece, fore­
aesn b7 law 846, will be put into operation, .. aoon u poaaiblf for the 
relief of Jew11h v1ct118 of the persecution•.• 

I I I I I I J 

••• '!he Department of State has been infol'Dll4 b7 th• .taerican lllbaaa7 in Poland tbat 
J.merican citisena who euffered war damar• in Polan4 ~ file clai• for compene&­
tion with tbe Polieb Government. jppr0priate fol"JIIII for tbe fil1J>.1 of auch claime 
•houl4 be eecured from tbe far k>aaee Department, Central Office of ta- Beparations 
Office, ulica Karasalkonka 8, laraaw. 

While the perio4 tor preeenting claima for citia, .. of Polllll4 bu elapee4,the 
War Beparation• Of'f1ce baa agt"ee4 to accept war c1.--. cla1• b7 foreigaiere witfhou.t 
time limit. 
••• !he Department of State baa been adviaed that the letherlaz:Lda Qovern1111nt 1• 
accepting claim from United State• citisen• tor fl-ge cauae4 to their propert1. 
real or peraonal, in the letherland•. arising from the -.r. Claimant• •hould con­
tact tb,9 letherlan4a Corrmiaaion for lar l)lt.maaea, l\aa4bo1deralau 130, !he Hague, 
or the Office of' !be letherlan4• J'1nancial Coun•lor, Z5 lroa4-,, law t.rk Cit7. 
•" the Committee on Juture Organisation will m1et in lew York on t~,Jul7 11 • 
••• the Interim Committee will meet 1nl• York Cit7 on Jridq, Ju.17 12. 
••• To the Dia1Dher1te4, a radio drama by llorton 11a}li9ngra4, b•ecl upon a report 
written by Judge Simon H. llifkin4 of the United Stat•• Dl■trict Oourt, former Ci­
vilian .Mviaor on J•i•h affair• in the luropean theatre, will be preaente4 on 
the lternal Light radio program Sundq, J,me 30, lMS(DC U gQO ...-■"1 12 ~ J>lf). 

'?Bl OOllJIRIICI 9!AJ'I 

••• Dr. Maurice Halperin, formeri, of the Department of ltate, baa Joined the 
ataff of the Conference aa Secretary for United latlon• Aftaire. 11• dutie• in­
clude 118.i.aon with tJI and other intergovernmental 'bo4iet,azd he will be 1n charge 
of reaearch covering that fiel4. Dr. lalperin, wht took hia ,ootorate at the Sor­
bonm, taught for lllall7 yeara at the tJnivera1t1 of Ok:JuON, bea14•• lecturing at 
univeraitie• 1n thi• countr7 and abroad. o Durinc the 11111r he •- Ohief of the Latin 
'81er1cen Diviaion of the Office of Strategic Senioea. • 
••• Babbi DaT14 Sherman. who was Conference Director of Ooamunit7 lelationl, baa 
rea1gne4 to beco• labbi or the Capetown, South .Africa, JnS.h lefora Congregaticn • 
... Mr. Allen llobert1 left the Conference 1taff on lue 15 whh the laclio Depart­
ment wu merged with the Pu.blio Belation• Depan•nt. 
••• Mr. lmil Jergen bU Joined the etaff to ccmd.uct a apecial taD4-ra1■ing CaD­
paip for the Greater In York area. 
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ST.ATIMZNT OB PEACE TBSATIES 11TH EX-INZMY OOUHTBIES 

Submitted to the Conference of roreign Minister• 

by 
.American Jewish 

Conference 
Board of Deputiea 

of :Sri tiah Jew• . 
World Jewish 

Congress 

1. The Jewish people has undergone the cruellest persecution in its long history. 
The German Government and its allies were able during the war to develop w1 thout 
effective challenge from the civili&ed world their conapirac;y for the total anni­
hilation of the Jewiah people in Ju.rope. The military victory of the United 
Hations prevented the consumation of this plan, but no·t before six million Jews, 
over sixty percent of European Jewry, had been done to death in circumstmces of 
the foulest brutality. The military defeat of the Nazi am Jaacist powers baa not 
substantially restored to the surviving remnants of the Jewish people in Europe 
the statue and poseeasione of which they were unlawfully deprived, and in aome 
areas their situation, compared with that of other inhabitants, has undergonegrdle 
deterioration. Large numbers are displaced and uprooted. In many areas they are 
au.bJ ected to the pressure of anti-Semitism more virulent than anything known be­
fore the estab llsbment of the Nazi German regime. Since the Jews were the first 
and most defenseless victims of Germany and her associates, it is submitted by 
the undersigned organizations that the peace settlement should contain appropri­
ate provisions to redress the wrongs which Jews suffered in the ex-eneizv countriea 
and to secure their right to a free and peaceful life. 

2o While it is recognized that the United Nat i ons Charter envisages the promise 
of universal protection of human rights, it mu.at be emphasized that this promise 
baa no inmediate prc,ctical or legal bearing on the Jewiah problems which, it ia 
submitted, should be dealt with in the peace settlements. The United Bations hae 
not as yet 'been given power to protect or safeguard human rights, nor does it 
possess the machinery to take over the tasks of restitution, rehabilitation and 
resettlement for which provision can and ahould be made in the peace treaties. Al­
tho'U€;h it is recognized that the si tuetion in each of the countries concerned 18 
distinctive in certain aspects, the undersigned organisations submit the following 
principles for the consideration of the conference of Foreign Kiniaters: 

~ ... The armistice terms granted by the Allied Nations to each of the four ex-enemy 
governments oblige them to abrogate all diacriminatocy legislation and the di&abil-
1 tiee arising therefrom, to dissolve all fascist bodies and to ban such organisations 
in the future. It ii of urgent importance that the treaties should la, upon the ex­
enemy governments the obligation to make these proviaiona permanent and to embody 
them in the fundamental law of their countries. The ex-enemy atatea, moreover. 
should be obliged to enact legislation providing that anti-Semitic and anti-racial 
activities and eimilar acte of' incitement to racial and religious hatred end di► 
crimination are violations of criminal law and are contrary to public polic1. 

4., '?he treatiee ehould declare 1 t to be the obligation of' the etatea concerned to 
prosecute and punilh aa guilty of war cr1mae and crimes age.inst humanity. all per­
sons who col!lllitted crimes against the Jews. 

5o '?he ex-ene~ governments should be obliged to unde~take all measures to secure 
to all persona under their Juria41ction, without discrimination aa to race, sex, 
langu8€9, religion or place of birth, the enjo~nt of huDen right• am fundamental 
freedoms, including freedom of epeech, of religion and religious wonhip, of polit­
ical belief, of the pre11, and of public meeting. 
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6. It should be the inalienable right of Jewish comnunities to maintain and 
foster their collective ethnic. religioua. lingu.iatic. and cultural identity and 
institution• with legal protection in the enrcise of this right, and, with assis­
tance from the state, where such 1• granted to any other ethnic or religioua group. 

7. there ahoulcl, by simple and 1peed1 procedure. be full reati tut ion and r e­
establishment of Jewiah private. comnunal, and institutional propertiea, rights. 
interest, and position•, and cQnpenaation for all losses in life, lint>, libert7 
and propert7 not compensated b7 reeti tut ion. ~nciee establiehed to deal with 
the restitution of the propert7 of Allied llational• ebould have Jurildiction also 
in regard to the propert7 of victims of racial discrimination now residing in Al­
l ied countries. Jews of ex-enemy nationality shou.14, ae victims of Nazi or Fasci st 
oppression, be exeq,ted from all measures of expropriation and confiscation applied 
to, and f rom all charges upon, the property of ex-en~ national•. . 

80 It 1a eubmitted that exieting laws referring to the diepoeition of beirless 
propert7 were not intended to deal with problema ariaing out of ma.es annihilation 
811d cannot, therefore. equi tabl7 be applied to the heirless propert7 of Jtlfla who 
were murdered or died as a result of Nazi and lascist pereecu.tion. jccordingly, 
1 t 1• urged that the tree.tie• ahould embody provision• according to which such 
property aball be transferred to an appropriate Jewish body for purposes of Jewiah 
reconatruction, rehabilitation and reeettlemento 

9 . Wherever there are territorial change a, J ewe ahould ha'Ye the ea.me right to 
opt for nationality as maybe granted to any other eection of the population. 

10. Since the unprecedented catastrophe which overwhelmed the Jewish people in 
Europe baa undermined the foundations of Jewish life in many areas, it 18 of the 
utmost importance that Jewe ahould, wherever the7 desire to exerciae it, be given 
the right to emigrate from the ex-enem_r states and to take their posseeeiona and 
aseete, or the proceed• thereof, with them to their new places of settlement o 

11. The position of the aurviving Jewe in lurope mu.st be regarded ae a matter of 
international concern, and it ia therefore urged that the 1D1>lementation of the 
foregoing provision•, 1n addition to being aafeguarded b7 the fundamental law ot 
tbe e».ene~ countriea, ebould be placed under the supeniaion of an ai,propriate 
international aithorityo 

Pa.ria. June 27, 1946 



. ' .AM!lilCJB JEWISH COIBHENCE 

MIJJUTES OF MEETING OF THE IITEBD& OOlltl!DE 

Friday, July 121 1946 
n. 

Hotel Biltmore, Bew York City 

CONJIDENTIAL 

The meeting opened at 11:00 a.m. •1th Henry Monsky presiding. 

Those present were: Maurice Biagyer, Sem Caplan (alt. for Max Bressler), Jesse 
Cohea {alt. for Char lee P. Krmer) o Mrs o David de Sola Pool, Barr1 M. Ehrlich, 
Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, Mre. Moses P o Epeteia, Jane Evane, Urs. Ida Cook Farber, 
Dr. Simon Federbusch , Prof. H~im Fineman, Harold O .. lL Frankel, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, Mrs. Erwin IL Gutmann (for Ura. Joaeph M. Welt), Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, 
Albert E. Kahn {alto for Rubin Saltzman), Dr. A. L. Kubowitzki, Sidney 0. lusworm, 
~uia Lipsky, Sam llarkle (alt. for Jacob Alson), Rabbi Irving Miller, Arthur 
Pekelner (alt. for Alex F. Stanton), Mrs. l()uia A. Bosett, Judge K0 rr1s Rothenberg, 
Louis Segal, Simon E. Sobeloff, Mrso Samuel Spiegel (alt. for Mrs. Barnett E. 
l0pelman), Hermann Stern, David Wertheim. 

Gueat: Mr. Alexander Eliaah. 

Staff: Meir Grossman, Dr. Jrenk Barth, !mil Bergen, Col. Bernard Bernstein, 
Lillian Friedman, Mrs. S7lvia Gilman, Dr. Maurice Halperin, Mrs. ~n Jarcho, 
Abram Bothfeld, David R. Wahl. 

I. KIBUTES OF MEETING OF M.lY 24 1 1946 - Approved. 

II. OOI04UIIC.ATIOBS 

Ao A telegram had been reeeived from the J'reiheit Association &llggesting 
that the Conference appeal to President Truman and to the UN with requests that: 
(l) the UN immediately assume full responsibility for the fate and maintenance 
of 100,000 Jewiah refugees; (2) Britain transfer Palestine to the trusteeship 
of the "Big Three• within the Ull for the purpose of setting up in Palestine an 
independent, deDX)cratic state of Arabe and Jewe; (3) the OB eball recomnend to 
Great Britain the imnediate withdrawal of all Britiah troops from Palestine; 
(4) the Conference seJid a delegation to Preeident Trwnaa urging the admission of 
Jewiah refugees to the United State a. 

B. A letter had been received trom the Jfjlri•h Labor Council urgiag the 
Conference to act on the recommendation, of the Jreihei t Aa1110ciation. 

' 

Co .& letter had been received from the Jewieh People'• Jraternal Order 
urging that action be talten to remove the Mandate from Britieh control and that 
Pal e1tine be placed temporari 17 in the hands o t a truateeahip of the U1. 

Mr. Grossman reported that the telegram from the lreiheit Aaeociation 
had been considered at a meeting of the Executive Comm!. ,tee on July 2nd, Which 
held that the proposal to create a democn.tic atate of Jews and Arabe was con­
trary to the Palestine Reeo lution adopted by all Three Seaeione ot the Conference. 

'fhere being no oonment from the floor, the Cbair 1tated that the Interim 
Committee •ould take no action on these oommunication1, but that the Exe mtive 
Commi\tee would give them turther con1iderat1on. 

Ill. DPORr OH ACTIVITllS 

A. Mr. Groaaman eubmi tted a comprehenaiTe report et the Conference activi tiel 
eince the laat meeting of the Interim Committee. 'l'he report ••• adopted. 
(Cop1 attached). 
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B o COL o BERNSTEIN m:l'ORTED .AfJ :roLLCliS i 

Ur " Eli Ginaburg. the American delegate to the Paris Reparation Conference, 
with whom the Conference was in close touch, had been instrumental in securing 90 to 
95~ of reparation• assigned under Article 8 of the Paris Agreement for rehabilitation 
and resettlement of Jewish victims of Naziem . Effort• were being made to obtain addi­
tional reparation& out of German assets in Latin Americao 

Colo Bernstein felt that .American military authorities would prefer to assign 
the r eaponsibili ty for handling Jewish cultural objects in Europe to a Jewish truetee 
or organization which would be representati~e of the various Jewish bodies intereated 
in theae cultural obj e cts o 

On the problem of reetitution in Germany, Colo Bernstein stated that the 
proposed las were not satiafactory and that the Conference staff wa.s preparing appro­
priate memormda on the eubjecto 

Co DR . HALPERIN .BEPORfED ~ FOLLOWS: 
~~ ~ 

The Commission on Human Rights of the UN bad sent the Conference their draft 
of an International Bill of Rights with a request for sponeorship. With the approTal 
of Dr. Eisendrath. Chairman of the Committee on Rights and Status, the Conference had 
submitted a number of suggested amendments for inclusion in the Billo 

The Conference has made application !or recognition as consultant to the 
United Nations o 

D. Im . WAHL DPORTED AS J'OL:WWS : 

The Conference bad impressed upon the War Department the necessity for keep~ 
ing the Uo S . zone open to infiltrees and the border continues to remain open in 
spite of the in creased influx of refugees . Assurances have been re oeived that no 
adverse action will be taken before Jewish leaders have been notified of the pro­
jected moveo 

The aet- u.p of the new International Refugee Organization is excellent and 
in all cases the Jewish people have been mentioned speci!icallyo It will not start 
its operatio!Jiuntil the atter p~t of 1947 and it will be the responsibilit7 of . 
UIRRA to carry on its work until the new organizations starts to fu.nctiono 

IV o BRITISH IOAN 
W::-....lC:.O 

~t this point there was some diecussion as to the advisability o! the Conference 
issuing a 1tatement on the subject of the loan to England, am it was the consensus 
that none be isauedo 

V. POLISH SinJATIOH 

CABDINAL HLOND .. Mro Bisgyer raised the question as to what action the Confer­
ence proposed to take with regard to the statement isauecl by Cardinal Blond of Poland 
concerning the pogroms in Xielceo 

In the discussion that followed, Mro Segal stated that he felt very strongly 
that aomething must be done at once to get the Jews out of Poland; and that the 
Conference must take other steps in addition to the issuing of a statemento 

Babbi Killer :t'el t that the etatement made by Cardinal Hlom waa a matter of 
international importance aince in effect 1 t had issued a warning to all Jews not 
to take any part in their government or politics of any kind. 



Professor Fineman asked that he Conference issue a wtatement in reply to 
Cardinal Blond and also with regard to the general si tuat1on in Po land o 

In reply to Mr o Segal, Mr . Grossman pointed out that the only realistic way 
of eaTing the Jews of Poland is by getting them into the American zone of Germany 
and assuring havens for them o He stated that the Conference had received assurance 
from the War Department that the borders will be kept open for retugees o 

Mrs o Halprin auggested that it might be worthwhile to contact Bishop Spellman 
or other churchmen in addition to issu ng a statemento 

MOTION: Rabbi Miller moved the appointment of a committee with authority to 
issue a statement in reply to Cardinal Hlond gs remarks and to take whate-rer other 
s tepa the comni t tee may deem proper . QA.BRIED . 

The fol.lowing were appo nted to the comnittee: Mr. Bisgyer, 
Professor Fineman , Dr . Goldstein , Mr . Lipsky and Rabbi Millero 

M~IOHi Mrs , Pool rooTed that the Interim Committee g1Te the Exeoitive Committee 
authority to pass upon the statffllent to be issued on Cardinal Blond.. CARRIED n 

Y:>1IOl1 i It was moved by Professor Fineman and seconded by llr. Lipsky that a 
committee be appointed to issue a statement on the general aituation in Poland o 

JIJTiOH i Mrs o Halprin moved. that a general statement on the situation in Poland 
be prepared and that it be released after approval by the Executive Comni ttee o 

MOTION & Dr . Eisendra h llX>Ved tbat consideration of Professor !'inemanv a motion 
and Mrs. Halprin°s motion be p08tponed until the committee brings in its report on 
the statement to be issued on Cardinal Hlond . CARRIEDo --

MCYXIOH i Rabbi Miller zooved that the matt.er of diapoaing of Professor Fineman_• e . 
~ tion to issue a statement on the Polish aitnatu be refer.red 1X> the keoitive Comn:ttueo CABRllD. 

At this point Mro Monsky introduced Mr . Alexander •11aah, prominent Palestine 
public worker and treasure f the B0nai B8rith l)istr1.ct Grand Lodge in Palestine. 
who greeted the Interim Comni ttee on behalf of the YishUY. His remarks in Hebrew 
were translated by Mr o Grossmano 

The Chair conveyed the Interim Committee 0s sympathy and heartfelt condolence 
to Dro and Mrs . Goldstei on the death of the. r daughter-in-law and injury of their 
aono 

VI O BEPORT OF comirm ON RIGMS AND STATUS 

Dr O Eisendrath, Chainnan~ reported that the coanittee had been organizedo that 
memoranda had been prepared for aubmieaion to the Peace Conference in connection 
with the peace treatiee with Italy~ Hungary. Bulgaria and Rumania; and that sme1ld­
ments h!d been suggested to a draft of a». International Bill ot Bightlo 

VII o g'fOR'r OF COMMITTEE O?!_=WT[_l!_, ORGANIZATION 

Dro E1sendrath 9 Chairman0 stated that the Union ot American Hebrew Congregation~ 
felt itself honored in having had its D1rector asked to take thia chairmanahipo 
SeYeral meetings of the Committee have been held and of aix me111ber1 "1t,;eated tor 
cooption to the Conmittee~ three haTe accepted and there haft been DO declinationlo 
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VIII. PIACI lllIJ:GJ.TIOI 

There •a• some diacuaaion concerning the sending of a Conference delegation 
to the Pari• peace parle7. It was the coneenaua that the Conference mua t be repre­
sented eTen if an opportunity were not forthcoming tor the preeentation of memoranda. 

. li>TiOI: Mr. Segal noved that the jznerican Jewieh Conference shall be repre-
aen ted at the Peace Conference b7 a conmit~ee of laJmen to be designated by the 
lxe mtiTe Co111111ttee, and b7 euch technical statt members as mq be deemed necessary, am the matter is to be referred to the hecut1Te Conmi,tee to carr:, out the recom­
mendation. Cil.RIJJ>. 

IX. BIPOBT or JUDGZT .AID JII.AICI COIIII!Tll 

Mrs. Jarcho, in the absence of Mr. Droock. presented a report of the Budget 
and linance eo·mmittee. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

M. Gros1man 

oeiu:153 



FIOIL THE ID:Ct7rIVI OOMYIT'l'l:& 1S IEPOI'! 

TO TS IN'l'.IIIM comaTTEI ·01 TBE AMEil CB JDISB ooliJ'lmdl 

Submitted July 12, 1946 

Since the Kay 24th meeting of the Interim Comnittee, the Conference 
has been actively engaged in preparations for the forthcoming Peace Con­
ference, has drafted and submitted m~oranda on property restitution and 
indemnification, has reacted to developments on the Palestine issue, has 
maintained contact with the United Nations and U.S. governmental agencies 
dealing with problems affecting the Jewish position. 

To expedite the submission of memoranda· to the meeting of the :Sig 
Four J'breign Ministers 1n Paris, which neceeaitated cona-ultation• with the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews and 0111, Mr. JCenen went to London and 
subseq'U8ntly to Paris. Details of the action taken in connection with the 
July 29th Peace Conference wi 11 be dealt with eeparately o 

!!!Ll:STI!I 

The Conference reacted to the increasingly tense Palestine situation. 
A telegram was diapatched to President Truman denouncing Mr. Bevin' a utter­
ancee, upholding the President•• atam, and urging his oontinued preaso.re 
for the implementation of the short-term recommemation• of the Anglo­
American Committee of Inquiry on Pale■tine. 

leeponding to a req'U8et made by Mr. l.bnak;y, Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise, 
the ;president agreed to receive a delegation of representative• of the 
Conference and American members of the Jewiah .A&eney. The meeting with 
the ~reeident took place on July 2. 

In a letter to affiliated organization•, the Conferen c:9 requ.eated 
•µpp~rt for a motorcade and demonatration in Waahington for the tranefer 
of 100,600 Jewa to Palestine, apon■ored by the Jewiah War Veterans of 
America. 

The Conference laahin-gton office was in close touch •1th the 
President•• Cabinet Comnittee on Paleatine, and coordinated activitiee 
and information for the Jewiah organization• concerned. Col. Bernard 
Bern•tein, legal advi•er to the Conference, •a• aaked by the Jewiah jgency 
to go to london to follow development• at the Anglo-American negotiation• 
in the Briti1h capital. 

Mr. Iaidore wbin approached the Conference with a propoaal that 
the Conference, .American Jewish Comn1ttee and Mnerican Zion11t Emergency 
Council send a joint telegram to the Preaident on the imnedlate tranater 
of the 100,000. He felt that such joint action would demnatrate a united 
Jewi1h front and exerci•e coa•iderable influence at the lh1 te &:>use~ The 
tbree organization• •ired the President and 1imultaneouel7 released the 
mese9&e8 to the preaao 

i.ES'fIMIOlt ABl> lllDIMNinCATlOll 

On June 19 tl:le Conference submitted to Secretary of State !yrnee 
a comprehensive memorandum euggeeting definite measure, on propert1 reeti-
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tution and indemnification ariaing from claim• of Jew• and Jewiah communi­
t1ee in Europe . 

The Conference was approached b;y the Commiaeion on luropean Culture 
and l.econstruction, of which Professor Jerome Michael 1• acting chairman, 
to diecuaa a meimrandum Which the Comni. saion waa aubmi tt ing to the State 
Department outlinin.g a plan for tl:le preservation of Je•i•h cultural pro­
pert;y extant in Germanyo The J:xecutive Committee agreed to el'l4orae the 
Comn11sion•• proposal •1th the understanding that tae memorandum would 
include a proviso that when the Je,riah Aeatitution Comm1••1on (propoaed 
by tae Conference) 1• eetabliahed, it is to act alao as trustee tor J81'1ah 
cultural property. At our request, the Commiaaion ha• furtller agreed to 
include the S,-nagogae Council of .America among organisation• entitled to 
recommend membera to the Joard of Advisers to the telll)Orary truatee. The 
Executive Comni ttee comunicated to the State Department the Conference•• 
approval of the proposals contained in the Conmission• s memorandum. 

le report With satisfaction tllat tae Swiss Government ha• agreed to 
turn over to the Al lies a part of German aaaets in that countr7, including 
looted gold and J•elryo Thia was the firat atep in the implementation of 
the Paris &eparation jgreement, which provided for the allocation of twenty­
five million dollar• for the rehabilitation and aettlement of laz1 victims. 
Of thia armunt, twent7-two and one-half million dollar• bave been earmarked 
for JeWieh rehabilitation and resettlement. Professor 111 Ginsburg, Ameri­
can delegate at the Par1a Conference in June, waa in cloee contact with the 
.American Jewiah Conference. The Parle decision IDU9t be welcomed aa the 
tiret constructive move toward ameliorating the Jewi•h poaition b7 uaing 
for that purpoae eo-called lazi external aaaets . Thia achi~ement ii, of 
courae, only a part of tae program of reparation, reeti tution an4 indemni­
fication pureued b7 the Conference. 

LI.lISON IITH UNISD IATIOII 

The Conference waa represented by an ob1erver at the meetings of the 
United lationa Special Committee on IefU&9e1 and DP• in London, and aubae­
quentq at the aeeeions of the lconomic and Social Council in le• York 
when thia Comnittee reported it• findinga. It will be recalled that the 
Conference aubmi tted a memorandum to the Special Conmittee in Iondon on 
4>ril 240 Some of tlae propoaa.11 contained in that memorandum have been 
favorably acted upon. Thia was aupple•ntecl by an aide-meaoire circulated 
among delegates to tihe Economic and Social Council on June 14. 

In view ot the iq>ortance of maintaining liaieon w1 th all factor• 
and agenciea operating within the framework ot the United lat1on1, the 
Conference appointed Dr : Maurice Halperin as Secreter,- for United lationa 
affair•. He is endeavoring to pro cu.re Conference recognition aa an offi­
cial consul tent non-B>vernmental organ11·ation t.o tbe ~e<nomi.C aid SdcdaJ ~ncU. 
The Conference baa suggeated amendments to the proposed draft of an 
International Bill of Bightt. The text of thia bill, with our suggested 
amendment•, baa been distributed here thia mornix:g. 

I.ASHI1G1'01 omcz 

Mr. lahl baa been in cloae touch with deTelopnent• at the lhite • 
Bouae, State and War Depart.men\• with reference to the implanentation of 
the Anglo-Americ~ Committee•• report and the aituat1on in GermaD7. It 
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should be especially etreaaed that our friendly relation• with the lar 
Department enabled ue to •PPriee the official• concerned of the neecla 
of the Jna in Geruany and nei~boring countrSe • and to imprese ·upon 
American official• the urgency of kseping the O. I. sone open to Jewieh 
pereecuteee. Kilitar7 authoritie• have reeponded affirmatively to our 
requeet and the borders remain open in apite of the increaaed infiux 
ot re~ea. 

10TOB omm ZATIOB 

The Comnittee on Ju.tu.re Organization met, drafted terms of refer­
ence, and decided to invite up to nine additional leaders in .American 
Jewiah life, familiar with the organization of the 'merican Jewiah com­
munity, who are not IIM!IDbera of the Conference, t~ eerve on the Comnittee. 
Of the six ill'Vi ted, three have thus far accepted. They are: Jm,;e 
Simon H. Riflcim, Iaaac Heller and Stanle7 C. Iller.a... legotiation• 
With the others are pending. Dr. liaendrath, Chairman of the Comittee, 
will report on yeaterd~•• meeting of the Committee. 

OBGAIIZA!IOI 

Dr. Stephen S. liae has accepted the Honorary Cbairmanahip of the 
Interim CoDIDittee. Mr. Theodore Strimling of Loa Angele• haa accepted 
cooption to the Interim Committee. 

nve standing co111nitteea have been formed: 

Budget and J'iDance 
Right• and Statua 
Palestine 
Restitution and Indemnification 
Office and Peraonnel 

Aaron Droock, Chairman 
Dr. Maurice I. Biaendrath,Cbairman 
Kra. Samu.el I. Halprin, Chairman 
Robert BIO 1d, Chairman 
Louia _Lipaky, Cbaira-.n 

At a meeting apon•ored by the Philadelphia Comd.\tee of the American 
Jewiah Conference, a reaolution ••• adopted endorainc Conference act1vit1e• 
and propo•ing a plan tor a permanent organisation repre•enting .lmerican 
Jf!flr,. 

OONSUilrATIOIS 

After negotiations between the Conference, the Board of Depu.tiea of 
Bri ti•h Jews and the lorld Jewiah Congreae on the participation of 0111 
in the aubmiaeion of proposal• to the peace conference, the following 
agreement waa reached: 

•Without prejudice to the provi1ion• of the exiating !ri-Partite 
Agreement, the parties agree to invite CIIJ to participate in 
con1Ultation1 which ,ma,.takeplace 1n DLri8 ~~ •~•P•· ~ be te.Dn 
in connection W1 th Co'U..lcil of loreign lliniatera and peace treats.a 
1D general. It 1• under•tood t'.bat written memoranda and •tate­
menta will be aubmi tted in the name and on behalf of the three 
member organisation• of Tri-Partite ~greement, CIIJ being invited 
to •ubmit endorsement in •eparate document• of au.ch memoranaa 
with which 1 t agree• . • 
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COIT.lat IITH JODIGll JEWISH 010.A.NIZATI0NS 

ror the pu.rpoae of preparing a complete 81)4 authoritatiTe aurve7 of 
the Jew1ah poe1t1on in lurope today, the Conference baa aent a conmunica­
tion to all Jewiah representative bodiea in Europe. le were gratified to 
receive comprehenaive report• from f!J"ler7 community, an! thie formed the 
baei• of the survey in the laet issue of the Conference BICOID. 

le are in receipt of reports and conmun1cationa from Tarioue Jewiah 
or,;aniu.tiona abroad desiring to acquaint Jmerican J•rr, with their poai­
tion. All of these organization• have expreaaed the deeire to be kept 
informed of Conference actiTitiea. 

YQt1:H COUllQ~I, 

The Youth Council now composed of fifteen 10uth organization• hae 
adopted a Cone ti tut ion and elected otlicers. The Annual Meeting of the 
Youth Council was held at Hotel Pennsylvania on Jme 13 am adopted reaolu­
tione denouncing the Bevin Bournemouth apeech, instructed ita conetituent• 
to take measure• locally to counteract Xu ll'ux nan act1Tit1e• and launched 
a canpaign to increase its meml>erahip. 

Jul7 12, 1946 
oeiu:153 



lnlerim Commillee 

DR. STEPHEN s. WISE 
Hv11orar1• Ch,1irma11 

HENRY MONSKY 
Chairman 

JACOB ALSON 
DR. MOSES BARRON 
MAURICE BISGYER 
MAX BRESSLER 
NAOMI CHERTOFF 
MRS . DAVID DE SOLA POOL 
RABBI WILLIAM ORAZIN 
AARON DROOCK 
HARRY M . EHRLICH 
OR. MAURICE N . ElSENDRATH 
MRS. MOSES P. EPSTEIN 
JANE EVANS 
MRS. IDA COOK FAR BER 
OR. SIMON FEDERBUSCH 
PROF. HAYIM FINEMAN 
HAROLD 0. N . FRANKEL 
J. GEORGE FREDMAN 
DANIEL FRISCH 
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Cahl~ Ad1lrell : AMCONFERNC 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road & E. 105 St. 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

August 2, 1946 

On June ll we sent you a copy of t he 

address you delivered at the Third Session in 

Cleveland. 

We are almost ready to send copy of the 

Proceedings to the printer but are reluctant to 

submit your address • t hout having first received 

your corrected copy. 

e viould apprecia te it greatly if you would 

attend to the mat ter within the next several days. 

Sincerely yours, 

RH:RK Ruth Hershman 
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521 Fifth Avenue Phone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 
WASHINGTON OFFICE 

1706 G STREET, N . w . 
WASHINGroN 1, D. C. 

PHONE REPUBLIC 0883 

September 3 , 1 46 

r . bba illcl Silver 
1rhe Temple 
~ust 105th btre t and .nsel Road 

Neu York, ev: York 

Oea.r Dr . Silver: 

Secretary tllace ~ill return from ~exico on or 

about 0ptemb r 8 . I am arr n :-., in th_ t he see you shortly 
thereafter . I shoula lik0 to arran e that you see vecret· ry 
"'nyder on the same trip . Coulc. you indicate to mo • hat time 

after eptember 8 woul be mot co i t for your pres 1cc 

in 11ashington ·t 

st regar s , 

Davi 1{ . 

. ashington .ry 

THB INTERIM COMMITrBB WAS BSTABLISHED BY THB DBLBGATBS OP THE AMERICAN 

JEWISH CONPl!RENCB IN NBW YORK, SEPT. 2, 1943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RliSOLUTlONS 

ON: 1HB RESCUB OP BUROPBAN JEWRY; THR RIGHTS AND STATIJS OP JEWS lN nu: 

POST-WAil WORLD; THB lllGHTS OP THB JBWISH PEOPLB Wini RBSPBCT TO PALBSTINB 
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Dr. bba. 

American Jewish Conference 
521 FIFTM AVENUE 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

lel ll r 

w. 

n loe ld neon, hoa I :w ye•terday 
in ork, I unde to• nd oa d1Notl7 to you 
ot1Ylt1•• ot min• hioh iaplng• on are• ot in net to you. 
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t!. tt ched ~~~ .. - r -
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aele la in e ion . l ro bly 

• • tollowin ~OIi th1e on which I will ln-
tora you c n oonnection 1th ,our viait ~o ore y 
l, llao on 2 ahould l to ha 
ao inou o ••-i.t d be i bl , 

1 . .,.. .. ,.... o - lt hour or 
t r o t C ,_ .... o 

( 
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>:b«X:U r1'ad!IY&XJI~ 

11'~~ ,~¥. 

.c . . 

fr . Ho.rola i,1n son 
lionibt Emergency Cou cil 
3".t2 t .adison v0nue 

e~ York, New York 



r . D Yid • 
ric J e h Cont r ce 

1706 G. Street, ' •. 
t 1, n.c. 
Fri , 

pte r a, 19 

u or rour letter ot ·e te ber 6. 
I h 11 
on 'I 

l e s d tot 1k t cret , 11 ce 
er Ot; t 5a30 I h l 

to l t you n 
s e -al 

pr ci 
v tian tor ae tl e ..., t 
1 0 it 

1n 1 ir t 
for 'u..A..L~ d • 

1th 1 ood . e. , I r in 

our , 

f : 

for 

er er­
• I ould 
r o ice 
c to Cl vel d 
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AMERICAN JEWISH [ □ NFERENCE 
521 Fifth Avenue Phon MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

Washington Offire : 1 706 G trt~et, N.W., W11 hington l, D. C. Phone Rl'puhlil· 0883 

C11hle Addresb : AMCONFERNC 

)r • .t\.bba '9:illcl Silver 
rhe 'l'cmple 
J;.,ast 105th ,'treet a:.., Ansel Road 
Clevelanu, Ohio 

eo.r Dr . ~ilvcr : 

September lC , 1946 

I have your let te.l· o.f 1.1ept0mber 8 . _rra.ngcments 
have beon na.de for your stay at the .'tatlcr for that day, and 
your office in .. o.shinp-ton is arrangin r ir trr nspor.tation b" ck 
to Cleveland about 1c :oo o'clock that evening . 

Best 1.ishes, 

avid {. ..ahl 

• d . I will probably call you in Clcv land sometime Thurrmay 
afternoon or even in<--~ to sec if '\' e can spend some time 
together . 

~ 1 
/ 



TO: 

FROM: 

AMERICAI JEWISH COIFEREICE 
MEMORANDUM 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 

David R. Wahl~ 

DATE: November 6, 1946 

SUBJECT: Kilgore Committee Investigation of Military Government 

The Kilgore Co!nl!littee (formerly the Mead Committee) has decided to under­
take an investigation of military government in Germany. The direction 
which this investigation is taking gives me considerable concern because 
the trend of the investigation is of such nature as to do considerable 
harm to the Jewish displa.ced :persons c?ncl threatens to close the border 
of the American Zone to infil trea; from Pol~nd. George Me der, who is 
the General Counsel of the Committee, has within recP-nt days, returned 
from a urelimina.ry two weeks investigation in the American Zone . I 
have seen some very confidential documents which indicate that the 
emphasis of the investigation would be on the care and m intenance of 
DPs, black marketing activities, infiltration, etc. There eems to 
be very little concern in this investigation with problems of de-Nazification 
or the limiting of Germany's future war-!I18king potential . If followed 
to its logical conclusion, this investigation would result in head.lines 
and sensational "disclosures" which would lead to the withdrawal of 
American Army troo,;:>s and the reduction of a,:rpropriations ~o that the 
displaced Jewish community of some two hundred thousand t{ouls would be 
left to the mercies of the German populB,tion and German -police and 
there would be serious curtailment of even then esent moderate calorie 
allowance for DPs a.nd the nresent poor shelter accommodations . 

It is now planned that on the 15th of November or shortly thereafter, six 
Senators of the Committee will go to Germany for further investigation. 
The Senator who is most interested in pushing this investigation is Owen 
Brewster of ·.Jaine. Accomoanying him will be Senators Ferguson, Knowland, 
Kilgore , Mead and Mitchell. Senator Brewster has already indicted the 
tone of the investigation in an article which he wrote in the November 
9th issue of Liberty magazine entitled "Is Scandal Brewing In Germany?" 

I think it is nossible to convince Kil ore and Mead that if the trin cannot 
be postponed until after Congress reconvenes, they could be convinced 
that the progress and headlines about the work should be soft-pedalled and 
slowed dovm until January. I raise the question of the feasibility of 
your speaking with Senator Taft in order . th t he may peak with Senators 
Brewster, Ferguson and Knowland to the same effect. It should be borne 
in mind that the trentl of this investigation is deleterious not only 
to the interest of Jews, l)ut a.lso to the interest of Catholics and l egroes. 
Senator Brewster's article and the confia.ential memorand which I have 
seen include ample reference:iwhich would alienate the ,egro population 
of this country. While therearenow some one hundred seventy-three thousand 
Jewish DPs in the American Zone, there are also some five hundred thousand 
Catholic DPs of Polish and Baltic origin who would suffer from uch an 
investigation at this time. 

DR~:n 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 
521 Fifth A venue Phone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New York 17, •. Y. 

\X aehinRton Offi .. e: 1706 G Street, N.\C, wa~hington l, D. C. Phont· Re1nil1li1· 0883 

Rabbi Abba H. Silver 
19810 Shaker Blvd. 
Clevel3lld, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Cal,le Adtlrebs: AMCONFERNC 

November 6, 1946 

The attached i the memorandum which you suggested 
that I prepare when I telenhoned you ye terday. 
If it is no sible for you to speak to Senator Taft 
about thi ~, I would very much annrec iat e knowing 
at your earliest convenience what he \ill do in 
this connection. 

Best regards . 

DRW:n 

Sincerely yours , 

David R. ahl 
Wahington Secretary 



Mrs. Joseph M. Welt 
National ~resident 
National Council of 
Jewish Wanen, Ino. 
1819 Broadway 
New York 23, N. Y. 

Dear Mrs. Welt: 

November a. 1946 

I have before me your letter of November 4th, addressed to me as 
President of B'nai B'rith, extending an invitation to attend a 
meeting under the auspioes of the Nati onfll Council of Jewish • anen, 
in Washington, D.c., on November 26th, whioh will deal with the present 
displaNd. per10:u problem and aid in the formulation of an effeotive 
program for our own organizations. Reference is also made in the letter 
to the Interns.ti ons.1 Refugee Orgfll i zation ·• 

With fullest reoogni ti on of the fine work done by the National Council of 
Jewish •~omen in collaboration with the National Refugee Service, in the 
int erest of the problem in the United States, I am constrained to observe 
thRt the functions, referred to in your letter, having relations to the dis• 
plaoed persons problem ae lt rill be considered and malt with by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and the I •• o., are essentially within the 
province of the Ameriaan Jewish Conference. of which your agency i a oon­
stitu•nt. The B•nai B'rith, though interested in this problem and ma.p.y 
other phases of activity interrelated therewith, has. because of its af­
filiation with the Amerioan Jewish Conferenoe, always subjected itself to 
the discipline of the Conference. 

I have taken the liberty, therefore, to send your camnunicati on to the of• 
fices of the American Jewish Conference, in order tm t the Excouti ve Cam­
mi ttee of the Conference may consider the question of policy involved and 
tllke suoh aotion o.s will serve as a guide to its constituent orgsnizations, 
many of whau undoubtedly received the a&me invitation. I am sure yw wi 11 
understand that this lett er is not written in a spirit of oritioism of the 
fine purpose of your activity, but it is in:portant that matters of this 
kinn be ole&red with the Conferenoe as it is no,r constituted. 

With personal regards and best wishes, I am 

Sinoerely yours, 

Henry Monsky. 

HM:ES 
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Calilt' Atltlm, : ,\l\tCOM· EH 'C 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
East 105th Street at Ansel Road 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

November 12, 1946 

ou are quite right ir your statemeut that this is a 
matter which should be considered and initiated by the 
.American Je • sh Confereuce. The fact is, that the Exeou­
ti ve Camnittee of the Conference has bee~ studyi g the 
problem of immigration d displaced persons and intends 
to formulate a policy t the interim Canru.ttee meeting on 

ov mber 19. 11 the meantime san ork h s been done an 
the matter. 

tits last meeting the Executive Canmittee questioned 
the propriety of the ·e.tional Counoil of Je • sh ~ en's ao­
ti on and directed that the Council be req 1ested to orlng the 
matter before the Interim C amn:i tte • 

r. 1on.sky has also personally writ t en to the ati onal 
Council of Jewish anen, taking exception to the aoti on of 
that body. I am enclosing a copy of Mr . Mons4y's letter. 

ILK:SB 
Enc. 

I.L. Kenen 
Executive Secretary 
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