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cAmerican Zioni.Jt Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mi1rachi Organi1ation of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organiiation of America 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrra y Hill 2 - 1160 

January 11, 1315 

The last conference of representatives of local Emerge~cy Committees 
took place in May of 1944 . It is obviously desirable , in v ew of recent 
developments both here and abroad , for the leadership of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council to meet 1th the representativas of the local Emergency 
Committees i n order t o take stock of the present situat on , to consider t he 
tasks which lie before us , and to give direction and content to our work . 
Vi'e would naturally have preferred to arrange a c-ingle meetine at which local 
chairmen from all over the country coul ave een present . The re e~t ban 
imposed by the Director of War Mobilization and Reconversion on meetings of 
more than fifty persons unfortunately precl es such a gathering . In place 
thereof , however , we hoe to arrange smaller re~ional meetings v: ich will 
comply with the Government ' s ruling . 

The first of these meetings will take place in Atlantic Ci , N. J. at 
the St . Charles Hotel , Saturc:.ay evening , February 3 , and Sunday, Iebruary 4. 
Emergen y Committee Chairmen from the states along the eaotern ~eaboard will 
be invited to this meeting . We are anxious to know without delc.. whether you 
will be able to attend , so that all necessary arrangements can be made . 

The Jewish people are facing crucial decisions with regar to 
Falestine . In these decisions the voice of America may be decisive . 
The responsibilities which rest on American Je~ry call for coordinated 
pla ing and action on our part . A:uch has been ach eve in the course / 
of the ast year . It remains to make sure that our work will go ahead 
with all e .ergy until we have reached our goal of alestine as a Jewish 
Commonwealth . 

You are th onJy pe son in your co~munity 1nv 
Please let us hear from you within the next day or two a 
we may count on your presence . 

SSW :LCK 
Enc . 

Stephen S. 
Chairman • 

the latest that 



.. -4.., ... 

- • • s.. 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date January 17, 194 

Arthur Lourie 

This is a call to our Local Emergency Comnit ,ees throughout the country for 
imnediate action. 

The long m·.'ai ted conference between l'resiuta1t Roosevelt, Nr. Churchill and 
r, Stalin is li~ely to take place in the nearest future, possibly ,,ithin 

the next ten days,. Among the crucial matters which will come up for dis­
cussion ,-,ill probably be the future of the Jevrish National Ho'T1e in Palestine. 
The decisive hour to which all our work during the past months and years ha 
been d.irected is now approaching. 

We must let the President knou how American Jewry in its overwhelming najority 
feels on this is ue. We must act and act quickly, for decisions are being 
made at this very hour- The time has passed for half-Measures ~s far as the 
tragic problem of the uprooted Jm.•1s of Europe is concerned. The doors of 
:Palestine must be opened wide to Jewish immigration and every J ew who wishes 
to do so must be enti tlect to enter and settle in Palestine as of ri ght. 

WRITE OR WIRE nmEDIATELY THEREFORE TO: ... HE PRESIDENT' TEE WHITE ROUSE, 
WHINGTON, D. C, 

rrepare the letter in your own style and make a personal plea that the ate3 
of Palestine be opened to free Jewish immigra tion to the .nd that in ac-
cord ce with undertakings orir;inaJ.ly given l'alestine sr , 11 be reconstituted 
as a free and democratic Jewish Comnonwealth . In additio'I;. to personc;l 

es as r ams as ossible should be· s e t on behalf of J e\vish "'-
al and other organized bodies, 

We cannot exaggerate the need for speed in this matter and ask you to spare 
no effort in complyin with this urgent request. 

R'EQ,UESTS SL~ILA.R TC THAT ADilB..ESSED TO YOU AEOv.E RAV":; ALSO GO tE OUT Tt :~v!BERS 
OF THE CID IS'::1IAN COUNCIL AND OF THE .Af!ERICAN PALES.Til:E COICITTEE THROUGHOUT 
THE CO TRY. Copies of the letters are herewith enclos d . In order to 
follow up the matter anc to ensure the dispatch of a maxi um number of messa e r 
also from non-Jews in your community, we would ask you to, et into touch 1ith 
these individuals and urge upon then the importance of acting on the req_ue,t 
already addressed to them, and of gettin others to send a propriat com­
munications to the White House. A special effort should be made to get 
messages to the President from he central labor organizations in your co 
munity, in line with the favorable resolutions adopted by both the A.F. of L. 
and the C,I.O. 

( ov r) 
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DAY OF PRAYER 

In aclc"'..ition to com:-ru..nications to the Presic1ent, it is propoced to _sive 
expression to our sense of the historic im~0ortance ·vrhich attaches to 
the fort!1coni!'lg '."lceting of the leaderro of the United 17ation by cievoting 

the services and. the sermon on Saturda.:r, January 27t:1 to this rrobler1. 
A s~ecial cDll will be i ssueo. on this subject ·b:r· the Syne.go c:-ue Council 
of Ar'l8::!.~ica. It is im·"lort:int t~1at __ im"1ediate arn:.nt;e:"lents 'be r:1ade in 
conr.,unities _c..11 over t:~e countrv. Srecial pra;rers will be offered for 
·clle ~ucce~s of the forthco:1in -, :eetin:_:, so vito.l to the f·1turc :9eece 

and welfare of all bu1:-·ni ty. Em:i;hasi s will be rilc;.ced on tho anxiety 

with 1:hich these deli bcrations are vicwcc:t b;r Jews evcrj'\rhere hnd their 
hones that from them will O!':lerge a new era in Jcuish history through 
tr.0 reconstitution of the Jewish Comnonucalth in Palestine . 

It is cs, cntial that the utmost publicity bo given on pr ess and rD.clio 
to the imr,orte,ncc and solcmni ty which Jm·s attacl1 to this occ;:-,,sion . 

We roly on every one of our con st i. tucnt com'7i t toes t!1rough :,ut tho 
countr:r to n aJ:c of this an im11r0ssivo anC:. movinr.; domonstrc: ti on. 

Please lot us know what l)lans y riu arc mak:in:~ and. C'.o not hcsi tat c to 
call on us for any assi s tc:mco wo c1 .n rcnc.cr. 

).L: CK 
:Sn cs. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date Januar;:r 19, 19L\5 

Arthur Lourie 

In our meri1orc.nc:tum of Janunr:r 17 wo L1formed. you that a special call for a 
day of l)rayer on Saturd.ay, J~.nuD.ry 27, was to be issued by the Synagogue 
Council of Ar.ierica. This call \·1as sent out; and ad.di tional appeals were 
issued by both the Rabbinical Assembly of America, the Rabbinical Oouncil 
of America, RS well as by the Unitccl Synagogue of America, t:1.e Union of 
Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, tho ~vomen I s League of tho Uni tcd 
Synagocuo of .America and other national bodies. 

:By this time, the rabbis all over tho country have received. an a1}pen.l to 
devote Saturc1.a:,, Januar~r 27, to services anc. semens, emph~si zin6 the vital 
stal::e i.,•rhich Jetrs all over the world. have in the forthcoMing meeting of the 
President of the United States with the lead.ers of our allied nations. 

We indicated in our previous memorD.nc.:u.ri that em_1hasis shoulc't be placed. on 
the anxiety with which these deliberations are viewecl by Jm·!S evcr~r11he1·e 
a.nd. t11eir ho],es that from thorn will emerge a ne,v era in Je-. ·i sh history 
throu.:;h the reconstitution of Palestine as Je1·rish Com1"'lon"calth, 

It is our fervent hope that steps have been ta.ken by your Com~ittee to 
insure tho cnrrying out of the dirncti vc and that contact he;,s been 
established trith the rabbis of your community, 

\•Te enclose a form of :prayer which has been submitted to the rabbis over 
tho signatures of Dr. Stephen S. Uise, Dr., Israel Gol<.lstcin, and Rab1)i 
Wolf Gold. It would be very helpful if ~rou were to follou up this direct 
contact with the rabbis and heln to insure tho successful culmination of 
the plc:•,n for the day of prayer. 

We shall look forward eagerly for ,.rord from you with regard to the outcome 
of this effort, as well as information about what has been clone with 
roforonco to having telcc;rams ana_ messages sent to tho President by 
Christians and Jews alike. Ag~,in_we impress upon ou the urgency of 
havine these messages sent before the President leaves for his conference 
with I-Ir. Churchill and Ur~ Stalin. 

AL:TLF 
Enc. 

l 
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SUGGESTED Pµ~!t-~t! ~¥TH OF JANUARY 26-27 

0 God, Thou great governor of all the world and guardJnn of nations, 

we invoke Thy blessing upon the. .l'reuiclent. 01 the Uui ted St.ates and. pr::~y Thee 

that his re-inauguration into office may be the harbinger of a wise and fruitful 

administration and mark the beginning of an era of enduring :peace. Be Thou 

with him as he embarks upon his sacred mission to confer with the other leaders 

of the ~reat liberating nations, to aid in the achievement of s~eedy victory 

a,."1d i.n the pl anning and esta.blish□ent of a world order of justice ;,.nd ri 6h t8ous­

ness. Grant him fortitude and vi go r, sustain him in heDlth, QJ.ard hi;:-i from 

danger and nro tect him in hardship in his going forth and in his comin~ b ack , 

and glorify hiG enreavors with noble a ccom~lishments. 

0 Champion of the opp ressed., bestow Thy spirit upon the councils of the 

great le o.de rs of the United Nations. Strengthen within the::1 the resolves to 

vanq11i sh tyranny and eradicate oppression, to heal the wounds of rnnkind , to 

right t:1.e wronr,s wrough t on the enslaved peor,les and to rebl:.ild hu'1an society 

on the four-fold coMerstones of freeclom ever~rwhere on earth. 

0 Heave:.1ly Fathe r, ·1;rn p r ay Thc-e to c;rant vision and co':ra,:e to the 

President of our g r eat republic that he may e:::;pouse the cause of the np_ r csscd 

of al}. nati0ns and reme;"lber the oft-for6otten people of Israel. Awaken Thou 

the hearts of the spokesMen of freedom to the pli t~t of the most g rievously 

stricken victi :ns of the foe of hu□anity. Behold, they are banished from their 

ho~es, driv ~n without food, shelter or hope to the hiding pl aces of the enrth, 

t orturr-d nnd massacred r-:ay the 1:)lood of the dead, the l3Ine.nt of the bereaved 

and the W[Lil of the doomed 3t i r the souls of the Great leaders to open every 

avenue of r e, ~ue to thP C[).nt ive chi.ldren of Israel. Eay they realize tha t the 

'-''Orlcl vrill ;cnow r.o peace until all who are enslaved are set free, until all 

vho arc homeless are given refuge anf. until a ll who are downtrodden are restored 

to hu.'TIHn di gn-: ty, and. ini c,_ui ty has vanished from the face of the earth . 

(more) 
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0 Lord God, stren":,then the sense Qf justice in ~ of ~ 

are ch.1,rged with the fashioning of?. ne•.-r world, that they may ~ the 

pleo..ge of the restoration of Zion made to the people of Is.rHOl by the na-b-ions­

of the world, that they may see and espouse our right to establish a Jewish 

Commom·rea.lth in a free and undivid .. ed land of Israel, whither our uprooted and 

hcmeless brethren may go unhindered ancl unafraid, to rebuild their lives and 

to restore their ancient heritage of faith, freedom and righteousness. 

In th~ name of the multitudes who have died for the sanctification of 

Thy Name, whose graves arP. not marked and whose ashes not gathered, we impl.are 

~y grace upon the great spokesnen of freedom. Gird them with fortitude and 

steadfastness to achieve the deliverance of humanity and Israel and to enhan.ce 

the estc:i.bli shment of Thy kingdom on earth. Praised art Thou, O God, Who hearest 

our pr;-,yers . Amen. 



ol-merican Zioni-Jt Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poa le Zio n-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dear Rabbi: 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray H i ll 2-1160 

January 19 1945 

It is generally believed that the President will leave shortly after 
the Inauguration on January 20 for the long-antici ate conference with 
Prime Minister Churchill and Marshal Stalin . There are many good reasons 
to believe that one o~ the most important item,~ on the gen a at thiG 
historic gathering will be that of the immediate rescue of su viving JeNs 
in war- torn Europe and the future status o.f Jewish Palestine. 

In order that the President , on the eve of these deliberations, may 
once again be impressed with the vital concern of the vast majority of the 
American public , both Jewish and Christi an , with the primacy of Palestine 
as the solution to the problems of immediate rescue and permanent rohabll -
tation, the American Zionist Emergency Council has undertaken several stepJ 
in which it has enlisted the cooperation of numerous other bodies . Yo 
probably have lready received the special call from the S a ogue Co~- c 1 
of America on this su ject. 

Ve no~ ureently appeal to rou to help this great and urgent effort :r 
dDvoting your sermon on the Sabbath of January 26-27 to the t hcmv ~ct for ~ 
·n the attached text of a suegested prayer. May we also r ecommcn t !at you 
make reference to the followine : Ezekiel 57 , Psalms 126, 137. W urge also 
that announcements be inserted in the local newspapers on t e nature of your 

ermon and the text of the special prayer hich will be recited. 

In additio , it is sug ested that appropriate teleern hie mesoages, in 
accord with the irit of the pecial rayer enclose here th be aadres~cd 
to President Roosevelt by your congregation , as well as y all en ' s, ,omen's, 
youth and other groups and the religious school aff • lia.ted. v1i th you congrer,a­
tion. Such messages should be sent addressed to the President, The \\' ite Fouse , 
V.'ashington, D.C ., not later than Monday, January 29. 

We would profoundly appreciate our cooperation i t ds endeavor \ hich 
we r egard as of utmost importance at this time. 

VJ ill ou be P-ood enough to indicate on the enclo8e co.rd that i e may 
count on our assistance in this pro ram? 

Rabbi Stephen S. 
Chairman, 
Amer i can Zionist 
Emergency Council 

Rabbi I ael 
Chairman, 
Committee on Synagogue 
Petitions 

y~~ 
~olf Gold 

Chair man , 
Committee on 
Religious Forces 
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SUGGESTED PRAYER r("R THE SABBA~H OF J.AllUARY 26-27 ·- --------- ,.,..,, . -· -...----·----._..;-------- -

0 God , Thou great gov e r no r of all the world and guardicm of nations , 

we invoLe Thy bl essing npon the President of the U i ted Statr anc, rroy Thee 

thc:t his re-inc..u~.1ration into office may be the harbiY¥;er c:r n wise c.nd. fruitful 

aclmi11.istrcii:.ion and mark the berinnin§."" of an ara of enduring :-eace " Br I1hou 

with hir.1 as ne fmb::1rlr 11.no1 his sr,c re:::. nissior~ to conft::'r t.rl t1~ the othor _eaders 

of the prea liberatinR na :ons, to aid in the act ·eve~ent of ~needy vi tory 

and i.n the -planr..i.n and. e;:;t2.bJ.isl1r.:ent of cl. world orcter of jur,ti ...,e "nd ri ·1 tPous-

ness. Grant hi.:'1 fui'titucie r.nd vicar, sustain him in hcrlth, i.uc..rd hi:: fror-: 

dar.ger and Y'\: ·te...,t h-:..m in hc1:.~c,ship in his going forth [~r.d in r..is co in::; be: 1-- , 

and glorify hi..c enceav'Jrs with noble accoi11:!)lish'"'1ents . 

0 Champion of tb.P onnressecc, bestow Tny S})iri t ',pon .lf' .... 0 1:--.cil of the 

great le~rlers of the Dn1tcd ~ations, Strengt hen wi tin the~ the r~solve to 

vnnq 1 lish tyran::y hnc1 eradicate oppr0ssion , to heal th wo1md., of '"', nk:.nd , to 

right ~1e wrc.,n °'.:G -v·roi_:t.,ht on the enslaved peo1,les and to r clr .. :1ld hu"";an society 

on the four- foJ.d. cor'1ersto11.es of freec•om ever;,,where on Aar r .. 

O HC'avc l .y J1 !1':r,cr; \·Jc :pray :1hf'e to gr nt v:sion and c _ :ra e to he 

Pre si 0 ont of our rrcat r0:;:m·b:;.J_ c thut he may espo llSe th criu~ "' of th n • r es co 

of al 7 nc1,tj 'ms , n,: :,,fr: E'"';Jer the oft-forgotten p ople of lsr,,el- }_w,l.~:0 Thou 

he ho art 0f th ",}Ju1:eB:-r1en cf fre.ec.om to the rlirh t of he ~c- st r1 vously 

stricken vid,°\.r:-1~ of t:.8 foe of hu"wn~ty . Behold , they are r..nished fr:::im their 

tor . nrcd an' m~ . .., ~ac::i.·ed, i:ay the ½looci of the c_ead. , the lar.('nt f the bert'av0d 

a d th_ ,v.:.il uf ~h0 oomcd ::;tir the souls of he crea leacerc to op n evc:7 

aven1e of r c~~"J.e to th0 l..,c1.nt:ve chi.ldren of I s r ael . :o.y the.· realize tl £tt the 

,,ro r lcl rill !:no~r r~o J eace u il ~~11 vho are enslaved a r e s t free, ntil all 

1,·ho arc h ome:!. sc are i von r .fuge anr until Dl l vho ar down rodd n o.r restored 

o hu..'ilc➔ n di n: ty , nnd inir_ui ty has vanished f r om the face of the ear th . 

( more ) 
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0 Lord God, strPn-o_;then the sense of justice in he hearts of tho-s-e who 

are charged w::th t:1e fas_ ionin
0 

of r- ne·.- world, that they nay re inn the 

pledge of the restoration of Zion made to the peo,1e of Isr~el by then s 

of he world , thct.t they may see ana_ espouse our right to establish a Jewish 

Com11om'ealth in a free c.nd undivid.ed land of Israel, whither our uprooted and 

hcmeless brethren ma,y o mhindered anc:t unafraid, to rebuild their lives and 

to restore their ancient herita6e of faith, freedom and righteousness . 

In tne name of the multitudes who have died for the sanctificntion of 

1.I'hy 13r!le, \•rhose graves are not marked and whose ashes not gathered , we implore 

~hy c.:, rr .. ce u]_)on the great spokesnen of freedom. Gird them with fortitude and 

steadfa~t~0ss to achieve the deliverance of humanity 9nd Israel and to enhance 

the 0sL tlish~ent of Thy kingdom on earth . Praised a rt Thou, 0 God., Who hearest 

our prayerG. Amen. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Connitte s Date 

A:ri:hur Lourie 

Please note on Pa e 1 of th . H morandUM dat J uary 15 , 19"5 de,ilin with the 
reorganization of th Co cil, the la. t two entences of ,,aragra

1 
h ,... sr1oulcl 

read: 11 ~foreover it w'- r hP opi?1ion of many on e Council th~.t we had reoched 
a stage in our political affairs \,·hen it was 1;1ore important to eet: irn )le:ncnta­
tion of the Pr side t I s ,_ no need '- olicy ruic. imperative to m et wi tl the 
President prior to h.:. s attenda!1ce n..t the , e tinr_; of th "Bi£ , Thr e". 

A:t:CK 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To , 

From. 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Commit tees Date Februc1. ry 9 , 19/ 5 
'---------

Arthur Lourie 

At the meeting of Zionist Emergency Committee Chairmen from severa l of 
t h e eastern states held recently at Atlantic City, a comprehensive review 
of the present situation and of the task s uhi ch confront u s ·w;::.s J) r esent ecl 
by Dr. Hayim Greenberg , Chairman of the ~xecutive Comr:it t ee of t :10 Eme r --~enc:r 
Council , Dr . Greenberg's statement was ve ry warmly received by thos e 
p resent, and it was agreed to circulate this st 2.tement to Local Emer gency 
Committee s throughout the country for their informati on <nc ;_.s a e;nidc to 
2.ction in the immediate future . 

You will receiv e within the course of the n ext few days a ddi tional infor­
mat ion on tho present situation, together with cert ain sy)Ocific dire ctives 
for immediate action , in rega rd. to which we look forwarc.l to :rour continucc' 
cooperation .. 

Owing to tho regulations l aid down by the W r Mobilization ]oar d li,1~. ting 
gathorin,~s to a maximum of fifty pe rsons, it h a s not been po s si b lo to 
a rrange for a lar ge single nee ting of Loc a l E crgcncy Cammi t toe c:1ai nnen 
through out the countr~r . The Atlantic City conf e rence \'!as the first of 
two or throe sMall regional meetings which we intend to hold in d.ifferont 
lJarts of the country. You will be informed i n due cours e of the time 
and :9lace of such a meeting ,·•hich it is hopec. that you u a.~r oe abl e to 
attend. 

AL. CT,. 
• .i:-.. 

Enc . 



., . 

STA E 1E TT :SY DR. HAYii- GREE 3ERG A~ 
ATL.AYT I C c rr:11 c o1:FEREncE, FE:BRTAR.Y 4, 1945 

D? .• HAYI ! GREE1J'BERG: I would like, fir~t of oll , to a!'olocize . I <-ho1 ld. 
have bce!1 here last night but was c·telayecl because I had to be res nt t,t :q all­
clay conference of the Central Comni ttee of the ort;ani zati0n to wh i cl: I have t>.e 
ho~or to belonu , ~nc. where I had to be present to sneak fran·ly , in order to 
clear M7 stat 1s with !;l:r own 1"\eo~,1e . r:y orgnniza ion decided b,• a ote of 1 
ag<...inGt 6 tnrt 1·hatever its past att i tuc.e , it would stand wholc-heart8dly cnr 
loyall~r behind this reconst i tuted Eme r gency Council (applause) nr1 I have been 
instructed. to te l l you that all sections of 0·1.r ::ovcr.1ent in he Uni tec1 Stat0s 
will do no hin~ in the cor.1in0 months except coorerate sinc0 r oly Pnd devotedly 
witl-: the constructive \·ork underta':cn, and. still to be mdcr [l::en by this 
Emer~8ncy Council . 

I \··as as]-:ed yeste1~:-·2~~ ot that confcrE'!lCC, n legitinatc question : ::hat 
policy arc :rou :·oi.ng to Jiursue nm·•? Will it be - and I quot O!lC of ;-i;r cor.r·1.clcs -
11 A po2.icr of Mi.litunc:r , or a rr•t:1er pDssivc yiolicy? 11 unc I +011 :rou t-:h·~t I told 
th0:n ~, ,sterrcy, 11 Jci thE"r e. polic:r of 'b· scleC"!s , i::.flatcd ~i:i v r.cy , or vcro~ 1 
a~:;r; rer.sivcncss , nor a rolic:r of cisgrc.ceful tinicity nnc sub'!lissivcnc:;s , ·o-....,_t o 
ca1·ef·,J ly marpcc~- out rtnd cnorgcticwly carried-out policy of :i.·,': 1l i sr.1 .:1nc off cti • 
ncss .n 

I will tell :,ou now , •rhnt I ncvn by tha t, c1nc~ ••hct I --:cant yes crd. ;r "hen 
we 2C.OT)tod that form'1la . 

D"'.lring the las t fift0cn or sL tee month,., in knC'rico.n Zionis, , . lot of 
very Lood and in my opinion ffcct • vo wor~-:: hc.;.,s b, en do c . f,;."i_1lic opinicn ~n 
this . country has b0cn aroused ; Zio~1i sn waf> on th ord. r of the C., y in .A.I;1 c ri c: n 
politic2l lif0 , anc:. I wo·.1a. be he la~t on( to 'nimizc the ::iriortancc t:1: 1t 
work . 11t our policy an.C: nost of our acti vi • PS in l1, t 1 c'rie>d, ·.1 :·e , i f I "'1t1y 
u se t>at expression , fixatec. on a certain }1lan, or dosir.;n . It was, I -rou:!.c:1 sny , 
a kine" of fixation . A fixatio!"l □ "ty at ti:-nes be a very VE'r;/ v· l·table i.ns 1.-,ent ; 
it li'la-· also , if carrier too far, beconc dcnJ')"err:ms - c.c:!.nri;erous • n the ,..ence t:u 
pnople s or1et i ,.,,e... confuse ~eans a. c~ ends . By this I :1eon s O' .. ,ot1· in - vc ·.,:;r concrc c . 
The ~1assace for i!lc;tance of a conrressional resolution fr .. vor· 11le to rho 0.r- [~l ir;:!­

Ment of a J ewish Commom•1e -1th in Pale ct inc is not 2nc1 shou~d "lot b o CO!lsirl r0d 
as an und in itself . I t is a. means ; r.aybe at a ccrtC'in, or.-:cnt c.' vo17 .'.. .'1:port ant 
means ; but i is not if v•c think in lon -,-ran:,,c tcr"1s the ··l olc of Zior.ist policy 
or Zionist strate y . ~here is , as Si""'r.11 mc1 Freud has C"hown, _;· ch t. inf; u." a 
cor.1'!''1:rion to s:rmboli7e, a II synboliziorungs zvan 11 , ncl to get lost s0· 1 c tirrics in 
a s:rmbol , t o f orge how the.. s~n,bol ,as cre,.ted , t.o forl et t hat :1, n crPatc-d that 
symbol , r1...'1.d tht't it did. ·iot com fro:1 above , fro"'1 th/'." s::y . A1c' ,.,e "':lust b ware 
of such a tate of !"'ind. . I shal:'.. tell you in ... noment ;h;:i, I . e.:.n b;/ :his . 

I am the last one , ~~ friends , to p~ss ~udc-:nent on he merits o~ der ri s 
of the .Americc'l Constitution under which 1-1~ live . :But I c'o ;n·onos0. tl,·t certnin 
elc1;~c11ts of the Arn r i can Constitution , of t. e constitntion?l struct ue of .,.l1i,., 
Tnion , s.1ould be re • st red. in our co sci ou"nes c . • .. ether -.:c li~:e it 01· not a 
tremendous ~owr r , par ticularly ,he r e forciGn affai r s arc conccrr.od , is concen­
tr.ted in t1e hands of h Ad;11inistr·· ion of this country , c>nd in -,,artic 1lt1 r of 
the C:1i ef Ex c-.itive of hat Ac"'lini tr, . ion , the P resident of t.:.1c Unitecl Stato'1 . 
'I/Thct:1or we like i t or not , Con[;ress has no poi,•e r of initiative in foroif_;n ri.a to:,r. 
t11.c Execut i v e al on e hr..s the po ,e r of i nit i ative . And in addi ion::. .. , thi.n1-~'· s 4 anc: 
toc.ay , \·rhC'thc r, .:.-s n. citize..1 of t. e ,,.,orlc.1 , I lil>:c it or I cLi.r~li \:n i~ . , rc:1e,1c:o, ~~ 
1io1 ·cr is concent r a.t c in the :iand.s of throe men .:.n this ro r lc. , t 1rcc men '.1ho 
nn~,r settle the most essent i al affc.,.i r s of our p l anet for a rJcriod to co:,c " 
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~·That are the conclusions I aM inclined to ctr,,w fron this ,..,nc..l~rsif\ , if it 
i('! a I believe, a correct unalysisi It 1tns ver;r desirabl , i is still Vf'rJ 

clesirc. ":)le to havP a good congres£;ional resolution on Palestire . :But I n ver 
tho1.:;ht , and I d.o not thi,..1k tod["'.y, th'1.t the ac.ontion of suc~1 c;, resolution in 
Congress , the best resolu ion in the world, wo ld <'mount to tr:. 0 solution of o r 
p roblem , and that.after such a resolution Palestine would be of eref to uc on :t 

silver pl tter . Such a ref;ol ltion is not le-:islati C1 n in the concretn c.mc' binc.i'1:; 
sense of the ,.•ore . A resol 1tion of that kind, on u. q_ue'"'ti n o:: fo rei p1 ,.dfairs 
is - I won 1t , • y a piou~ wish - but it is an expression of cr~•ct c. l •_izcd ~:mbl ic 
01'Jinion in this country; there is fluicl public opinion enc:1. t:-.err is crystnllizccl, 
~ore ricid public o~inion, more official nublic orinion . This is t'1e essence of 
a conGrcssionc.l resolution . If i·!e hac:. to su:·)J)ose that , for in t Yl C C , t.1C' Presider.· 
of the United States is , as I was told. by some of my Zionist fricnc.s, anti-Zionist 
- a thing which I do not for a sin;:le moment b lieve , but if it '·:Pre true - no 
congressional resolution \•1ould force the Pr .siont to t akc Ul) our cnsc c~1c1 to fi ht 
for our cause. Mor would a single voice in t1is country come .. ftcr tho war and 
donand the im!'ec.chmcnt of t:1e President because he did not fi 6ht foi· our ca'.1cc . 

r:'hc resolution hE.s not been ado:rtod, unfortunately , anc. I on not going at 
this moment to dwell on thC' history of our efforts to hc:tvc the rc~olntion ado:rtcd . 
But it is clear a., least to me, that within tho noare t fc ·: months - I c'_o not 
undertake to ~rophccy a...~ything about the situati on, or about &eci('!ions to be 
tc1!{en b~r us in •foy or in June or in Augus t c;:ir next Septe:nbPr , but ,.,,i thin the next 
pr riod of time th[1t it would. not be wise to have a new resoluti on introduced in 
either the House or the Senate . r:'hr-t does not mc'tn thc-t our rror;rt.M for the 
co~inc; ·!onths sho1ld. be a negative one . For one thing w~ 1::il 1. of cours have 
to continue to cultiYate the friendshiyis we have alre dy acquirec: in so.,e quc.;.rtcrs 
i. e will h.::i,ve to ;112.Jre ne,;,,r cont, cts, anc to cultivate those ccmt.1cts ; but at the 
same time it would be a great ni stake on our ·o rt to limit ourselves rrnrcly to 
official negotiatio:i.s witl1 overnment <J,l bodi s or i·ith r.1en in res_1onsible nos iti o. 
in Washint"ton , and. d.o nothing as far as the count ~~,. as a ·1hole is concer:1 d ,.net .:.:!· 

far as A, e ::.:i c'·n ·rubli c opinion is concerned . i· -ct we pur~rnse o c'.o at t!li s r1ome:1 
is to l aun h a nation-wicte ca~r·aign , over the length 3.nc. breadt:1 of hr-' conn try, 
amon:~ various sections of the no:?1.-Je,,'iGh pop'..l.laticn in the United St ates , in ore.er 
to i~~ress, not one , not twice, but from ti~n to tim as thr occasi nor the 
opportu'1ity erner~es, ana as needs, concrete prncticDl nr'rds, ~re clarified, in 
order to "'uring to the attention of the Administration, of tho PrcsiC:.cnt , the 
scntincn s of the pco 0·lc of America in regard to PalcGtinc anc the solution of 
tho Jewish problem. 'l:o a cor ain extent it is a questi"'1 of s.logans to b<' 
emi-:,loyed; it ir a questi on of hr' ~::inc1 of propaGanda ,. () will no,,, hE'..ve to conduct 
in 11e countr;' • 

I personally think that the time has com to present our nc0ds, ~nd our 
ultimate coal in Palestine, to A-r1erican public OT'inion, not T1 rel~r in crms of 
the solu i on of a proble of let us sa:r so::1e hunc1~red.s of thous·mc~s or of n r.iillirn 
Je, rish inc.ividuals . It ,.,0•1.ld be a istake on ot1r !'art to recl.uce Zionis'n to the 
non- Jf',,i sh world in A.Merica R.S merely a probler.1 of reset tl i.ng refu ·• es or removinc 
refu"ees from one part of the \\rorld to nno her . Of co 1rse w 1 us t not o it tc 
'.oep .A.11erican ru'Jlic opinion inforl"'led about tl.e si tua.tion of hundrc6.s of thllus,~nr·;. 
of Je,-.rs in countries economicn.lly devastated, of hundr ds of t:10 sancls of nauJ.>e r­
ized Je\•'S, but it would be dangerous c.S I sPe it to have Zionism rcc_uced merely 
to this topic . 'T;{e know unfortunnt ly how the population pre cures , J ,;ish 
po-•-iula ion y,re,...sures in Europe today hn.ve becor.1e r.mch weaker than they rcre three 
anc: four anc five and six years a6o. Only a feF years a o we we r in 2. :i,osi ti ')n 
to sDeak of millions of J ·s cl[...:.1erin c... for c. c1.mission to Pale::1ti1 e . T'w,t 'as H 

Great ource of power . Tl1.ose millions of poor Jews were in ::wrnc countrie~ • n­
inte rate~ Jews w· thout civil ri 6hts; but the very exi stence of those ~illions 
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of Je,·s was a great sour e of olitical pov·er for t~1e Zioni I/.ove.ent . _h.: • "'ou·r 
does not exist today to the extent it did exist only a few years or;o . I c1 on 't 1rnm: 
how :m,n~, Jc\'s have survived or \-.rill survive the deluge of blooc1

• on the ::, ro11ca 
continent; ,.re hone that substantial numbers ,.rill survive, bu T,'C" ~1cvc no il:.."."ic.1nt-; 
as to the fact that the .ajority of E'1ro ean Jeus on tr.e Contiri.C'nt h'tve c-lr ad;t 
been anni:1ilatecl . I think it wollld be impossible toda,; to on~~~.n e t. c :•o •ors i.· • 
be , h2t ? Jeuish Com~·onwealth :1.o'J.ld be establishec in Palcrti: c on1·~ on ti:o 
st1·encth of thosr hundreds of th0usanc'.s of Jevs who arc, or m":~ be roe.d.y to1.t1J o 
to Palestine . In this res:rcct we \/ill have to return, in a sense, o cl,.,ssi al 
Z\o~ism , in the sense that it is not a matter of solving th rroblom of u dcfi~itr 
nun'Jer of incU vid.uals , 'but of solving the perennial nroble:-1 of [ hcnrle~rn T'r01'lle 
[.._C' p vl1ole . Th[.t r.1eans to thin'.-: age.in in long-ra:-i e terns ::~ncl rtot only in terr.:s 
of he coni.ng decc>de. On the st renc;th of t.1i s we r.iust de. a .. c' th: t Palestine c;ho'J.lc' 
be desien·_ ed f'..S a ~one for Jm,ri sh r.111ss settlenent, where all Je\Js ,-:ho so c: cor.e 
ma:r :;o - Jeris fro::i all kinds of countries incluc'ine; even the UnitC'd States. 

At the sane time our propaganda - nncl in this connection I think not onJ.y 
or even r.ostly of the J evish po ulation. but of the :10 .-JE:-·•ri sh :po 1:.l;.tion anc 
public opinion ,encra.lly - r:1ust pursue parallel methods: one r:19 l hoc:1 is .:-i.s I said 
before, the. res0ntation of Zionism a the solution of a his oricrl , in as nse 
~'.)erennio.l -:---roble::i in Jcvish life anci the life of the uorld . B ·t at J. '.-:c sr>-:1c tiric 
uc :-1ust reckon ,.ri th the po s si bi li ty that our final stat us rmy not be d0ci dcd :for 
nonths and even maybe for years. And so~cthinr, nust be done prior to th&t scttle­
r1cnt. ·obody k:iows ['.t this moment when the final decisions wit>. re1;:-a1·d to Palcstinf' 
"t.rill be tal{en. Not only the pro bl en of Pal r, ine, but the rcat ~'lroble•1s of Et:rorc 
itself - what to do ultimately ·ith German:,r or vhat borders sl:0·1J.cl be civen o 
Poland - are not necessarily gain to be finall.l decided within t},0 next f~w ... ')n hC" . 
Before the final solution, ··hat D.re we goin, to o about the ., oli tic~.l "tat 1r- of 
P~.lestine ruid the status of tr..e J ewish peo .. lc i"l Pl s inc? Th, t i"1 oGcs c.1, r~cfi?.it, , 
ob:!.i ation u ... on the Zionist organizations of this country, ·nci.. n.rt1.c·.L .rly ] on 
the ~r:rnrr,cnc:· Council. W r.iust not liI!1i oursolv s to propa •.;.nda ro: , rc:inr, only 
the final settlenent of Zionism, but at the sane time be alert, vi::..:,il:nt cry 
sinr-;lc cl'"ty, in putting forward recific concrete c~e1;1ands rclatint; to tie life of 
the Jc,:tsh community already existing in Palestine ancl rogardin:~ the incrc•ur;o of 
Jc .·ish pormla ion in thc.t country, prior to the final solution of t:1c ~;oli ical 
rroblom. 

You heard toda;:r from r:r. Zaslani, anr yoll heard last nir-:. , I a."s . c, fro~, 
o her friends, about the it '.C'. ion in sor.1c of the ro ... e0 com 1·i ~ ~. I tnin,: the 

itur1:io"l is much grD-ver than so"1e of us imarine, or are inclir.cd o t::.:.:1l-:; ,., ruv r 
in an entirely c iff rent se se. So e of us heard a f F weC'ks c. ·o :1·om on<' of o 1r 

friends ,,,ho came to Ar.i.erica from France, Jose: h Fischer, t!1e rc _· .,.·cr.rn . . tive of the 
Zionist : ·overr1ent i France, a rcpresontative olso of the Rcsist.:..,.ncc ~:ov-o.10nt in 
thc1t countr;_.r, who told us errifyin1.:, thin"'s, not onJ.~· ,ibout tho 0con0,.1i or so ,ietl 
situation of t'-lous n-1s of J C',·Ts in France tor:-,~", but ab0 t t : oir •.1 :-itc.1 ~itua ion . 
Thou o.ds of Jew"', for insta.nce , have in the·./ [1.rs of th ::itlc:~ occup·,· i,n , c i1 cl 
Al Tan pu~s,orts; ~he;r hli.re acq_ ired certificates fro::i he C- tho 1 ic 0:1urc·. o h0, 
ef:e t tlw. he,,r w0re Catholics b:r birth - if thc~·e :s r.1ch a ~·:;n~; st. Cathnlic 
b, .. birth . ..... ow, \lhrm thC':1 h:..ve been liberat d , mc..l ny of ,her1 rcfuce to ;-ive UJ) t: rlir 
offi cia.l status ns Catholics . Son of hem h, ve f'Ven err.bn.ced c:.ri r; iani ty in 
recent Months in ~r~nce after th liberation of he country . 

, at noes it me ? I men.ns so. c hint~ very - well I was t ,:-1::ntorl to "ny 
si::rolc, "Jut it i anythin 0 b t sir-l-r)le . It rer.ind(! ne of the step t[-1::on in t1e 
S ventPenth Century by Sabatai Zvi . Sabutai Zvi thouiht of li bcra ion , of ro­
d mp ion . He did soncthin in his 01n fcntastic terms in order to redeem his 
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people and redeem himself runong his peonlc 1 and o.ftcr the crisir,, when he sa\·.' t h:.t 
nothin~ had been achieved, that nothin;:; could. h av e been achicvc1~ 1 in o sta "o of 
utter a_espair he pro cl :.med himself a foslcm . I 2.m afrnici -thot too !"l ' :tn~· J ews, 
t~1ousc:nc'.s of them now in Fr;:1nce, in Belgium t :perhaps in Huncary .:n--· s0~10 oth '"' r 
co· ~.ntries , just because they don ft sec any ra,y of ho1)e in their lif~, t~ny ho I"JO 
of rcc.cnption, because the doors of Palestine are closed to the-·. , bec[' "...lre t~1ey 
don ' t see their way as Jews in their countries of birth or oricin, to con i nuc 
their life, are today in despair. And C:.esJ)air is sor.1etimes the ,-rorst counsel in 
tho ,.·orlc1. , it is a counsel of suicide, ,_nd m:my of them cor.unit, or ;-re re::tc' y to 
commit morel suicide in their life. ':'hat is why, paraellel ,-,it!1 our politicc.l 
octivities, ancL nation-\-lide propaga.."lda c.bout the estc. .blishm !"lt of c.- Jc,•ish 
Conmon ··ealth in Palestine (and no one among us should think for :;_ moment that :o 
c....re in a r,osition to renounce even for a single day those political (e!"lands) 
p a rallel with, and simultaneously with those political activities f'.11(_ })rora andn , 
we ought to raise at this moment s?')ecific and concrete demands ·1rior to the 
ultimate solution. ~his does not necessaril:r mean a fit;ht ar;ainst the i'lhite Pa "lc r, 
ancl I 1·1ill tell you in a □inutc why I '1ould not call it a figLt acainst the m1i c 
Paper. Because I can conceive of a situation when the White Paper h~s been 
offi ially annulled - I don ' t sec it yet, but I can conceive of such a situation 
and that not a single J ew s:1ould be ad-,,itted to Palestine. ~-1ore 1•.1cro times, 
without a White Paper of that kind, when on tho strength of purely clL~Jilinir,trativo 
re f.:,-uh~tions , without any legal or pseudo-legal basis, Jews wore not aclrnitt cd to 
Palestine under British ad~inistration in past years. lhat we arc concerned with 
is not the official Gnnulment of tho White Paper, not a d.e jurc annulment , but 
a de facto abro6ation , an& the de facto abrogation means to open the doors of 
Palestine for tons of thousands flnd for hundreds of thousanc: s, forthwith , and 
v.ri thout waiting for the general poli tic0.l sol tion . The doors of Palestine must 
be opened to them and all unnecessary restrictio s removed, ir.cl11c~ing restrictions 
on the purchase of land. 

There is :nether matter : Arr~ lna~ers in r ent months h~ve adorted a new 
m thod of anti-Zionist ro 2.gancl.a . ~heir line is hat : 1·1e Arc. .. bs })erha-) S 1·.10J.ld be 
re2.dy to reconcile ourselves somehow to a lar e-scale Jewish settl2r:ent in Pales­
tine itself , or in Palestine alone, but ,•e have ground o believe thc•t t :1 e Jews 
rc\;ard Palestine -:ierely as a base fro~ ,1h1.ch to expand unc~. to ~ enetrate t:1e 
nei hhborin Arab countries and. to seize econonic nd politic::-1 control of ~iem . 
I c'.on 1t think that there is a sinr:le Arab \ ho b elieves th n. , but there ere too 
li1an: r of them who Sc'.Y it and who pretend that they believe and .... re afrai cl of it . 
I ·:o .lc1_ seize the opportnnity to inc_ica.te to the Governn cnt of t 1 e United St ates 
c1nd to tl1e Government of Great ]riti~"'l, not onl;r tha t Jews \· 1il l not contennl c.1, e 
settling in an.,r of the neie.,hborinc countri s , but on he contr:•.ry ~w.t t ere are 
cert ain Jewish com□unities in Arab countries today, tens of t: c s cnt'r of t !1c. in 
Ira q , twenty or twenty-:ive thousa nC:. of them in Ye□en, t:.n cl s o on , w:1 om ·! want 
t o assist in bringing to Palestine - to open t l1e doors of Pal s t inc fo 1· he 
Yemenites , to open the doors f0r those Iraq_ui an Jf>vs ready to settle i '1 Pa.le nti nc, 
for so"l10 of ~1e Egyptie:i Je rs reaci.: to le ve thc..t country ,".nd settle tocla;r in 
Pales ine; to open the doors for thous ands end thousandn of Jc-rs in : orth Africa , 
in the French Colonial possessions, in Algeria , in Tunisia ; o:"'en the cl.oar and lot 
the'i settle in l'ale"tine . I say this opportunity should be scizca. UjJon , a."1.d ,·e 
sho 1 ld cone out with concrete, practical U{;""esti ons , perhaps to crc.,-.te the ?)ro·)cr 
machinery c.:~d. the proper financial framm-,ork for the removal of the Jcus from 
those countries . 

Tl1cse t ·10 parallel methods of propaganda , rhich is not proT)aganda alone , 
but amounts to p r actical r,olit ice.l activity , should be oxprcssoa as I said before, 
in a nation-wi de crunpai in the country to arouse as far as possible ruid to 
mobilize and to crystnllize public opinion. Our local Erncrccncy Conruittces 
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ever.,ri.,rhere in the country can and must becone the instruments, :' sisting the 
.Ar.e ricc:m Palestine Committee and the Christian Council, in cre,.,tin6 in ev0ry 
wortI1 rhile com .unity , and every comr.mn • t.,r large and small is wortl:.,:1ile. nucl i 
of Christi'- friends, anc1. More thc;.n nuclei .. Thousanc.s anc. tens of tho1sands of 
non-Jews must be enlisted in these two non-Jewi s~1 organizations; t:1oy !·-r1.1.st [~rro.nh0. 
local conf rences - we are not in a position, because of war rentriction"', to 
arran~e bi~ regional or national conferences - and the State Depart-:!ent :-'.nc. the 
President should, by these conferences, be reminded not once, but evor:r . few ,-,eeks, 
0!1C not onl~r about the final goal, of Zionism, not only about t 1c Comnonwcal th, 
ut about the specific tasks to be performed within the next fe~r .nonths . 

P erhaps further we will hc've to try to bring press1.1re to bear, or tl 1·01:.c;h 

our Govcrnr:rnnt a:id otheri.,,i so upon certain cou..'l"lt ries which formt!lly h2.ve nothing 
to do ui th Pale tine . Tc1ko for instG.ncc the case of :Bulgaria.. FroM J3ul6aria ,.. e 
heard t,-.ro weeks ago, - that a new democratic Bulgari2.11 Govcrnnent is not o •oscd 
to JcFish immigration from Bulgaria to Palestine , but - and that but is very 
ty1)ic2,l, very char~ctcristic of the situation in that country, - t.1.1osc Jc ,s \'!ho 
o~-, t today for settlcmcn t in Pale . tine, must sign a document in tcr;,s of •rhich 
theJr waive any claim they had in the past or that they may· have to~or1·ow, to 
their property in Bulcaria or to the restoration of th ir propertr confiscated 
or ArJanized under the Hitler occupation. Herc is a mat er on vhic:1 t he An--rican 
Govcr.runcnt could be helpful. Ui th the good offices of our Governnent, it could 
be impressed unon the R11ssians, ,hoar factually ·n control of Bul 7 aria militaril 
and to a certain extent politically, that you cnnnot authori z .--,eo·)le to lec:..ve 
the country yet on the eve of their c.eparture rob h m of \hate,~e r tl e~r :"lossess. 

I think that by mobilizing Chris ion friends now in the v ri ous communi i , 
bu [t_ppe aline 1 t us say, to Ch .bers of Comnerce, crican Fede~r tion o~ Labor 
an c". CIO units, church orga.niza ions, eac ers associations, bn.r as"'o i·-ti :ins, the 
various ·)ost-war com,.1issions in America de:1linr with problems of se:tlcr.ient of 
fo~ei&n ~ffairs, fraternal organizations, colleges and univerGitiPs, wo Jcn 1s clubs, 
c1e ocratic clubs, republicnn clubs in the various comMuni ticn, it 1

:
1 01.1J.c't be r>ossi blc 

ui thin t:1c next fe ,, months to bring to tho ".ttontion of our G-ov0r1.r. nt not only 
o u· case in tho s .... nsc of a -reat historical ideal, but o r ca~os , our every- do:, 
\·rorries , £'-'l"ld evcrJ-day tasks to be performed in connection wi :. J c •·is;1 i .:1';i r: tion 
into Palestine . 

Only on thing is rcq_uir -:., nov: for conc.uctin½ t. i ;cinG of T['...'7l i ::i cd :)oliti­
cc1l rind :!_)ropaganda uork in the country a sense of soliC:.aritJ in t l:.c Zi ')nist ::ovc­
cnt , .:>nc, vholehcarted coopcrn.ticn on t110 part of all tl1e cons ti tuont bo ics of 

t!10 Zionist : :ovomen t. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To ,. ::nbers of k:ierico.n Zi'.)nist Emerr;enc;-;r Council 
Date 

From Arthur Lourie 

Februa~r 12, 19Ll5 

For your information there is attached hereto ' covy of :. •. mer.orr1.nc.w1 c.ated 
February 9 which was sent to Loe 1 Emergency Co ... i ttee Ch-...i 1, en . 

Regc..rcl s . 

.tiL:CLD 

/) 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From -

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date Februnry O , 19· 5 

Arthur Lourie 

At the meeting of Zionist Emerbency Committee Chairmen from several of 
the eastern states held recently at Atlantic City, a comprehensive review 
of the present situation and of the tasks ,hi ch confront us w .s I)resentecl 
by Dr. Hayim Greenberg, Chairman of the 3xecutivE: Comnittee of t:10 :Zrrnr ... ·enc:r 
Council~ Dr. Greenberg's stat ernent was very warnly received b:r those 
present, and it was agreed to circulate this stoternent to Local Er.1ercency 
Committees throughout th0 country for their infornRtion [nc. ·s a c,1.1ide to 
2.ction in the imJ11odiate future. 

You will receive within the course of the noxt few days ndc'i tional infor­
mation on the present situation, together with ccrt~in SJ)ocific a.ir ctiYes 
for immediate action, in rogercl to w:1ic!1 we look forwarc3. to ;rour continuec' 
cooperation. 

Owin6 to the regulations laid down by t c f r Mo ili zation :Bo'"l.rd. li.1; tin.c­
gathcrinr,s to a maximum of fifty persons, i has not been possible to 
arran6 c for a large single meeting of Local E crgcncy Corn ittce C~aii-..,cn 
throuGl1out the countr!'• The Atlantic City conf rcncc v'c~S the first of 
two or three srriall rcgiona.l meetings which we intend to hold in c.iff0rcnt 
parts of the country. You will be informed in due courne of the tine 
and !)lace of such a . eet ing \''hi ch it is ho-pee that you n~:, be able to 
attend. 

AL: CK 
:Jnc. 



STATEHE T J.3Y DR. HAYH! GREE1IBERG A? 
ATLANTIC CITY co1:FERE1 CE, FEBRUARY 4 , 1945 

J~. HAYIH GRZE1r.BERG: I would like, first of all, to apologize . I should. 
have been here last night but was delayed because I had to be present u.t t:n all­
day conference of the Central Comnittee of the organizati on to wh ich I have t:-1e 
honor to belong, and where I had to be present to speak fran '~ly, in order to 
clear my status with l'!'lY own neonle . Uy or anization decided b~· a vote of 21 
age.inGt 6 that Fhatever its past attitude, it would stand whole-heartedly • nd 
loyall~r behind this reconstituted Eme r gency Council ( arolause) L")nr I have been 
instruct ed to tell you that all sections of O' r :;ovement in he United States 
will do nothing in the cominc months except coorerate sinc0rely and devotedly 
wit l: the constructive work und.ertal:en, and. still to be 1ndcrtn>:cn by this 
Emor~ency Council . 

I ,..·as as}:ed yesterr'.a:"' ut that conference, a legitinat e question: 1 1hat 
policy are "l·ou : ·oi.ng to y1ursue no't·r? Will it be - and I quote one of r:.:r corr.raC:..es -
11 A polic,r of Militru1c:r, or a r at:ier passive yiolicy? 11 anc I tell :rou ,:h·~t I told 
them yest erc:1.ay, "Nei thE'r 2. polic:r of bc..seless , i nflated Mili t: ncy , or verb Dl 
aggressiveness, nor a yiolic-r of cisgrn.ceful tinic.ity cl.nci subl'!'lissivoncss , b ,t a 
caref·, lly ma};pecl-out and cnorgcti cw. ly carri od-out policy of 1·l~r1.li sm nnc1.. off ccti v, • 
noss ." 

I will tC;ll you now, ,rhat I mean by th,.t, c1ncL ,-,hG.t I r:.oant yostord. :r vhon 
\·:C 2,doT)tod that formula . 

During the last fifteen or sixteen months in Am rican Zionis , ·•, lot of 
very :-:;o od and in my opinion effective work has b0on done . P 1blic opini n ~n 
this . country has been aroused; Zio~1ism was on the orclcr of the G..c'Y in .A..11 c ric,,n 
poli ti eel li fo, anc1.. I wo·:ld. be the la. t one to m inimi zc the importance the t 
work . :S1tt our policy anG.. nost of our activi ies in 11t., t period, i"!ere , i f I ni.oy 
use t~:at expression, fixatec. on a certain plan, or desir,n . It was, I ·rould say , 
a kine". of fixation . A fixation □ay at ti:nes be a very ver;/ v; l'.1able instru."1ent; 
it ma.-r also , if carrier. too far, become du.ngerous - c:1 ... an[;erous in the sense that 
people sor.1et imes confuse means anc-:. ends. :By this I MeM C"' or.i.ct~1l n{' v ei·._r cone re e . 
The pas sace for instance of a congressional resolution fE1.vor"i'Jle to he 0.str'bli s: .. 
111ent of a Jewish Commonweal th in Pal estine is not anc1. should "lot be considered 
as an end in itself . It is a means; naybe at a certnin moment a voT7,r important 
means; but it is not if we think in lont;-rnngc tcrr.1s tho whole of Zionist policy 
or Zionist strategy. Thero is, as Si gmuncl. Freud has shovm, ~ u.ch c. thins as a 
compul!:ion to symbolize , a II symboliziorungszvan 11 , and. to got lost so· 1ctir1e s in 
a s .. -mbol , to forget how that s:rmbol -,as created, to ferret t hat nan created that 
SY'J1bol , ana. the.t it did :·1ot come fron above, fro""1 the s!:y . Anc1.. ,,,e ::ius t beware 
of such a st , te of r:iinc"!. . I shall tell you in <-• r.10rnent uhat I meLn by this . 

I am the last one , :ny friends, to pass j d~ent on the merits order. ri s 
of the America.."1 Constituti on under which we live . :Sut I do jn·opose t.l1 : t certai.n 
elements of the A.'Tierican Constitutior, of the constitutional structu:i.·e of t is 
Union, should be registered in our consciousness . 'lhether, e li1:e it or not a 
tremendous pow r, particularly uhere foreign affairs arc concerned, is concen­
trc:.ted in the hands of the Ac:ninistr, tion of this country, ci.nd in ~1articulc.r of 
the Cl1ief Exec"J.tive of that Aa_.-,inistration, th · President of the nited Stat er: . 
Whet:1c r we like it or not, Coni:;ress hn.s no poi.·er of initiative in forcicn mattcrr.. 
tl-ie Executive alone hc:..s the power of initiative . And. in adcli tion r..."' thing::; s an( .. 
tod.ay , Hhet. or, s c citizen of the ,-10 rlc, I like it or I di;,li' :o i~ , a trem ... nr~o r-

01.·er is concentrated in the hands of throe men in this world. , t1rec mon Hho 
m~r settle the most essential affairs of our yilanct for a period to cor.c ~ 
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What are the conclusions I am inclined to draw from this c>n2~l:rsis, if i t 
is a I believe, a correct analysis ? It wns ver;_r desirable, it is still verJ 
desirc-,ble to have a good congressional resolution on Palestine . :But I never 
thouc;ht , .?-nd I do not think todn.y, that the ac1.ontion of suc~1 a r esolution in 
Congress , the best resolution i;.'l the world , would mi1ount to the solution of our 
p roblem , and th::tt. after such a resolution Palestine would be of·.'ercc. to us on ,,. 
silver platter . Such a resolution is not le[;islati on in the concrete ant bind.in::; 
sense of the vorcl . A resolution of that kind, on a question of foreif~n affairs 
is - I won ' t S f'"J a pious wish - but it is an expression of cr;.·str.l~_ized public 
opinion in this country ; there is fluid ,ublic opinion end there is crystallized, 
more rigid public opinion, more official ~ublic opinion . This is t~e essence of 
a congression<~.1 resolution . I f we hacl to SUJ')pose that , for inst :..nce, e1c Presid(m~ 
of the United States is , as I was told by some of my Zionist friencis, anti-Zionist 
- a thing which I do not for a sin{;le moment believe , but if it •1.-rere true - no 
congressional resolution would force the Presient to t akc up our case 2.:1c1_ to fight 
for our cause . 1Tor i.:ould a single voice in this country come etf ter the war and 
demand the im:!)eachmcnt of the President because he did not fight for our cause . 

'I1he resolution h8.s not been adortcc1-, unfortunately , and I an not going at 
this moment to &well on the history of our efforts to have the resolution adopted . 
But it is clear at least to me , that within tho nearest few months - I to not 
~L~dertake to prophecy anything about the situation, or about decisions to be 
taken b~r us in 11ay or in June or in August or next September , but within the next 
prriod of time that it would not be wise to have a new resolution introduced in 
either the House or the Senate . r:'hnt does not mean that our progrc~M for the 
co:r1inc r11o nths should be a negative one . For one thing we ,,ril]. of course have 
to continue to cultivate the friendships we have already acq_uirecl in so.n e quarters 
we 'l.vill have to maJ.::e new contacts , anc. to cultivate those contacts ; but at the 
same time it woulcl be a great mi stake on our })art to limit ourselves r1e rely to 
official negotiations with governmental bodies or vith nen in respons ible pos itior 
in Washincton , and. do nothing as far as the count r:r as a I:•hole is concerned r..ncl 2 :­

far as AmericE:.n public opinion is concernecl. What we purpose to c_o at tl1.i s moment 
is to launch a nation-wide ca~J)aign , over the length and. breadth of the country, 
amon~ various sections of the non-Jewish population in the Uni tecl Stat 0s , in orccer 
to im~ress, not once , not twice, but from time to time as th0 occasi on or the 
opportunity emerges, and as needs, concrete practical needs, arc clarified, in 
order to oring to the attention of the Ad.ministration , of the Fresi~ont, the 
sentinen ts of the peo~r le of .i-\.mori ca in regard to Palestine anc tho solution of 
tho Jewish problem . To a certain extent it is a questi on of slogans to be 
employed; it is a question of the kine_ of propaganda we i.vill noH have to conduct 
in the countrJ" • 

I personally think that the time has come to present our needs, ~nd our 
ultimate goal in Palestine, to A1'1erican public opinion, not r•1erel:'" in terms of 
the soluti on of a problem of let us sa;r some hundrecls of thousanc".s or of a million 
Je• . .rish inclividuals . It vro1J.ld be a mistake on our part to rea.uce Zionii:rn to the 
non- Je rish world in America as nerely a problem of resettling refu6 ees or removinc 
refuGees from one part of the world to another . Of course we must not omit to 
keep American rublic O})inion informed about the situation of hundrec.s of thous£U1c,r 
of Jews in countries economically devastated, of hundreds of thousancls of paupe r ­
ized Jev•s, but it would be dangerous as I see it to have Zionism recuced merely 
to this ~epic . 1'le know unfo~ctunately how the population pressures , J 1·rish 
po:nulation pressures in Europe today have become much weaker than they were three 
a.net four and. five and six years ago . On~y a fm! years ago we we r e in e, ?.)osition 
to si-)ea.k of millions of Je\-rs clar.1orin0 for ac1.mission to Palestine . ThD-t ,. as a 
g reat source of power . Tl1ose millions of poor Jews were in come countries un­
integratecl Jews without civil rights ; but the very existence of those millions 



- 3 -

of Jews was a great source of olitical power for the Zionist Movenent . -ha so rr, 

does not exist today to the extent it did exi st only a few years ar;o . I can ' t kno\1 
how ::mn~ Jews have survived or will survive the deluge of blooc. on the ::::::uro11ean 
continent ; we hone that substantial numbers uill survive, but \ •r(' !12.ve no il1' .sicnr; 
as to the fact that the majority of Euro!Jean Je,·1s on the Continent h ;tve o..lrc, .. d:r 
been annihilated. I think it would be impossible toda., to onvince tl o yioFcr"' th[ ,.,t 
be , that ?. J ewish Com""onweal th should be established. in Pale"ti!1.c onl·· on ti o 
strenrth of those hundreds of thousanc1.s of Jews who are, or ma:r ·oo ready toi' .. a:,.r o ·r. 
to Palesti:ie . In this respect we will have to return, in a sense , to classical 
Zionism , in the sense that it is not a matter of solving the problem of u defi~it 0 
nunber of inc~i vi duals , but of solving the perennial i:1roble□ of a hor:wle~s poo11le 
<-s c.1, wl1ole . That means to think 2.gc:-,in in long-range terns and not only in terns 
of the coning decade . On the strength of t:1is we must demant thot Palestine "'l:oulc'. 
be designi-~ted as a zone for Je,,rish mass settlement, where all JeHs \vho so cl1cor;e 
may go - Jews fror.i all kinds of countries incluc1 ing even the Unitc>d States. 

At the sane time our propaganda - and in this connection I think not onJ.y 
or even r.:astly of the J e,·!ish population , but of the ~on-Jewish yo ·1 1.lation and 
public opinion generally - must pursue parallel methods : one mevhof is as I said 
before , the presentation of Zionism as the solution of a historic~l, i~ a sense 
:::,erennial ~;rob le~ in Jm··i sh life and the life of th.e world . But at the sn::io time 
ue r.'.lust reckon ,•.ri th the possibility that our final status Mey not be d-=:cided for 
months and even maybe for years . And sor.icthing Must be done prior to thP .... t scttle­
rrient . Nobody k:iows at this moment when the final decisions witl': rega::i:d to Palestine 
will be taken . Not only the problem of Palestine, but the great jJroblerns of Euroyio 
its elf - what to do ul timn.tely with Germc: y, or •rha borders shouJ.c1 be Given to 
Poland - are not necessarily going to be finally decided within the next fc>w □ (J!'lths . 

Before the final solution, vhat are we goinc to do about the politic['..l .-.tatuc, of 
Palestine and the s· atus of the Jewish people in Pal stine ? Th, t i;11) or;cs c.1. r.cfini t,"' 
obligation upon the Zionist organizations of this country, ~nr: p::trtic 1.L •.rly uron 
the ~:-iergonc? Council . We :wust not limit ourselves to propagu.nda re: ·rrc:inr only 
the final settlement of Zionism, but at the same time be alert, vicil,: nt every 
single day, in putting forward specific concrete ~emands relatin~ to the life of 
the Jcutsh community already existing in Palestine anc:t rcgardinr: the increase of 
Jm·ish :population in th2.t country, prior to the final solution of t~1e, ~)oli icu.l 
11roblem . 

You heard today from t:r. Zaslani, anr you heard last ni.,..,.ht, I n.ssu,1 0, fro'.i 
other friends, about the si tu8. ion in sor.10 of the Europoo.n countri ,-.-. . I thi 1: the 
situn.tion is much graver than som of us imagine, or are inclir.o<1 to t:1in}~; rr vcr 
in an entirely c1.ifferent sense. Some of us heard a fe\·r weeks :- ·o f1'om one of our 
friends ,,.•ho cane to America from France, Jose})h Fischer, the re _ rescnt ... .. tive of the 
Zionist :rovernent in France, a representative [',lso of the Rcsist.:.•.r..ce ::ove.:10nt in 
that count r.r, who told. us terrif?ing things, not only· about the oconor1ic or soci['..l 
situation of thousands of J<?'\•JS in France tor ay, but ab0ut t:1ci r :r:ic::'.1.tt..l ,..i tua ion . 
Thousonds of Jews, for instance, have in the y r!:> of the ::i tlc::- occup[>;~ i ;n, • o 1i r 1 
A::r:;,.,a.n nn.~rn:>orts; he/ have acquired certificates fron the c~,tl ol c c:1urc_1 to the 
effect tl1at they were Catholics by birth - if the:!:e is such a ti1 n;; as a Catholic 
b~.r birth . Now , when they have been liberated, mcny of her.1 refuse to tive U}) t' ir 
official status as Catholics . Some of ther.i have even embr2.ced C~.ri:::;tianity in 
recent months in ~ranee after the liberation of the country. 

1vbat noes it mean ? It means something ver:, - well I was t ,~,r1 tocl to "DY 
simnlc , but it i anythin 0 but sirn:r:ilc. It rem ind ... Me of the step t82:on in the 
Seventeenth Century by Sabatai Zvi , Sabatai Zvi thought of libcra ion , of re­
demption . He did so~cthing in his 01n ~antastic terms in order to redeem his 
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people and redeem himself among his people, and after the crisis, when ho sav.' th:.t 
nothin,'.; had been achieved, that nothing could have boon achicvcc: , in e. state of 
utter despair he proclaimed himself a Haslem. I am afrnid that too !"'::-.:i.n;r Jew~, 
thousu1c'..s of t:1cM now in France , in Bclgi um, perhaps in Hnnc;ary ~.nc so 1c othl'r 
countries, just because they don 1t sec any rcJy of hope in their lif...:, c~Y ho~· o 
of rclen~tion, because the doors of Palestine are closed to the-1, because t~ey 
don't see thei:., ,.,ray as Jews in their countries of birth or oriGin, to contL111e 
their life, are today in despair. And d.espair is so□etimes the \·!Orst counsel in 
the 1.·orlc~, it is a counsel of suicide, Lnd m:i..ny of then commit, or rre reac'y to 
commit mor['l suicide in their life. '::hat is why, paraellel Hi th our political 
c'.ctivities, ancl nation-wide propaGanda about the esta,blishmcnt of t1 Jcirish 
Commow··ealth in Palestine (and no one nnong us shculd. think for ~- Moment that ,-:o 
are in a r,osi tion to renounce even for a sin~le day those political c'.eMands) 
parallel with, and sinultaneously with those political activities c>.:1C'. i)ropaganda, 
we ought to raise at this moment s21ecific and concrete demands ·;::-ior to the 
ultimate solution. This does not neccssaril:r mean a fit;ht '- i:;ainst the White Pa11or. 
ar1cl I Hill tell you in a minute why I -.rould nnt call it a fi 61:t aeainst tho ; i to 
Po.per. :Because I can conc0i ve of a situation when tho White Pai)cr has been 
officially annulled - I don't sec it yet, but I can conceive of such a situation 
and that not a single Jew should be adl"l"!i tted to Palestine. T}1crc ~-.rare times, 
without a White Pa1)er of that kind, when on the strength of purely nc"ninistrativc 
rc6"Ulo.tions, without any legal or pscudo ..... legal basis, Jews were not ac1.mittod to 
Pclestinc under :British ad.TJ1inistration in past years. Uhat we arc conccrnccl with 
is not the official annulment of tho White Paper, not a do juro annulment , but 
a de facto abroGation, and the de facto abrogation means to open the doors of 
Palestine for tens of thousands ,:1nd for hundreds of thousanc' .. s, forthwith, nnd 
without waiting for the general poli ticd,l solution. The doors of Palestine Must 
be opened to them and all unnecessary restrictions removed, inclutin restrictions 
on the purchase of land. 

There is :nother matter: Ar.~ leaders in ecent months hove adopted a new 
method of 2nti- Zionist pro-p2,ganc a. ':1heir line is that: ·.1e Arabs J>erhcJ:)S \•Joi.ud be 
ready to reconcile ourselves somehow to a lar e-scale Jewish sottlerr.ent in Pales­
tine itself, or in Palestine alone, but ve have ground to believe thc:•t t:1e Jews 
regard Palestine -:1erely as a base fron which to expand n.nc~. to :;>enetrate t: e 
neibhboring Aretb countries an<i to s ize econonic c.,nd !)Olitic~1 control of :1em, 
I c'..on't think that there is a sinGle Arab who believes that, but there c',re too 
man:r of them who sr.y it and who pretend that they believe and ['l'C afraid. of it. 
I woulcl. seize the opport mity to inc.icate to the Governr:rnnt of tr e United St ates 
and to the Government of Great Briti:.::.."'l, not onlJr that Jews ,.-,ill not contennlate 
settling in any of the neighborin-; co1.1.ntries, but on the contrr•,ry that there are 
certain Je,rish comnunities in Arab courltries today, tens of tl1ous"..Il(s of th M in 
Iraq, twenty or twentu-~ive thousan~ of them in Yemen, and so on, ,iliom we want 
to assist in bringing to Palestine - to open the doors of Palestine fo1· the 
Yemeni tes , to open the doors fr:r those Iraquinn JE1\.'S ready to settle i·1. Palesti:1e , 
for some of t11e Egyptial'l Je rs read.~r to leave that country n.ncl settle today in 
Pale stine ; to open the doors for thousonds ,nd thousands of Je·rs in Horth Africa, 
in the French Colonial possessions, in Algeria, in Tunisia; oyier, the cl.oar and lot 
the!':'\ settle in Palestine . I say this opportunity should be soi zca. U}Jon , and ·•e 
shot1.ld coT'1e out with concrete, practical sugc;e$ tions, perhaps to crcr·.te the pro:1c r 
machinery enc .. the proper financial framm,rork for tho removal of the Jcus from 
those count rics. 

Those t•, o parallel methods of propaganda, rhi ch is not pro1Jaganda alone, 
but amounts to practical politic81 activity, should be oxprcssocl as I said before , 
in a nation-wide campaign in the country to arouse as far as possible and to 
mobilize and to crystnllize public opinion. Our local E~crccncy Committees 
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everjT\vhere in the country can nnd mu.st become the instruments, ...... ssistin the 
Arreric~n Palestine Committee and the Christirn Council, in creatin6 in every 
worth ,rLile com .unity , and every comnuni ty large and small is wort!:· ,:1ile , nuclei 
of Christian friends, ana. nore than nuclei. Thousands and tens of thousands of 
non-Jews must be enlisted in these two non-Jewish organizations~ t:1ey l"li.st r1rranr0, 
local conferences - 11e are not in a position, because of war rectrictions, to 
arranf;e big regional or national conferences - and the State Depart::1ent and the 
President should, by these conferences, be reminded not once, but evcr:r. few ,eeks , 
c:inc1 not only about the final goal, of Zionism, not only about t.1e Comnom·rC'al th, 
but about the specific tasks to be pcrfonned Hi thin the n0xt feu :nonths . 

Perhaps further we will hc'..ve to try to bring :rress,1re to bear, or tl1!.~ough 
our Govcrru:1ent and otherwise upon certain cou.'t'ltries which fonnv.lly have nothing 
to do \•Ii th Palest ine. Take for instu.nce the case of Bulgaria. Fron :Bul6aria we 
heard t,.-.ro weeks ago, - that a new democratic Bulgarian Govornm nt is not opposed 
to Jc,-•ish immigration from :Bulgaria to Palestine, but - and that but is very 
ty)ic2.l, very characteristic of tho situation in that country, - those Jcus \•1ho 
o~')t toda.,r for settlcmcn t in Pale stine, r.1ust sign a document in terns of ,,hich 
they waive any claim they had. in tho past or that they ma.y have tor'.'!orrow, to 
their propcrt~ in Bulgaria or to tho restoration of their property confiscated 
or Aryanizod under the Hitler occupation. Herc is a. attc r on \.rhicJ.1 tho An rican 
Govcr.runcnt could be helpful. With the good offices of our Govern.'nent, it could 
be impressed upon the Russians, ,ho are factu~lly in control o: BulGaria militariJly 
and to a certain extent po litically, that rou cannot authorize ·:)eOi)le to lec:.ve 
the country yet on the eve of their departure rob them of \hatev-er they ·')ossess . 

I think that by mobilizing Christian friends now in thc> v;· rious comrnu.'l'li i c 3 , 
b appe aling let us say, to Chambers of Commerce, rrican Fedel'['.tion 01 Labor 
anc~ CIO units, church org·mizations, teachers associations , bar asC"o L~ticns, the 
various 110s t-war comr1i ssions in America dealing with problems of se:tlonent of 
fo~·eigr. affairs, fraternal organi7ations, colleges and universities, "ro1·10n 1 s clubs , 
democratic cl1bs, republicn.n clubs in tho various coIDMunitics, it ,.-rotu.d.bc !)ossiblc 
\·1ithin the next fe:\T months to bring to the c-ttcntion of our C--ov(n11r.1cnt not only 
our case in tho sense of a Great historical ideal, but our cases, our every-day 
worries, and ev r.:r-day tasks to bo performed in connection wit! J 'lt.'is;1 i::ir i ., n,tion 
into Palestine . 

Only one thing is req_uirc no,.,: for cona.uctin6 this kind of 1\:.:.ni +-icd ::'.)Oliti­
cc::.l El.nd ,:,ropaganda uork in the countr.r a sense of soliclarity in the Zi,:mist ::ovc-
rn nt ~nf ~holehcarted cooperation on the part of all tho constituont bodies of 
tho Zionist ::ovcmcnt. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chair:nen of Local Emergency Commi ttees 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secret ary 

Date Feb run. .,,.y ;n , 194.5 

~:omentous decisions are in the making with reg .rel to Palestine. any 
rumors wil be afloat during the period immediately ahead Rs to the 
precise decisions, if a y, hat were Made in the recent conferences 

n the .,iddle Easto 

In jud • ng the value of these reports it should be borne in mind that 
in many ca~es they may be based on little more than conjcc u10_ o 
official word has as yet reached us on the Cairo conversv.tion,... thou.c-h 
i"Je are hopeful hat before long so'Tle reliable information on what 
occurred muy be availabl • One thing is clear, namely thut statements. 
made in hi h quarters to the Zionist 1 n.dershi r, both h re anc1 in Lona.on 
that the matter of Pa estine , ould be discussed, have been implemented. 

In these anxious moments we ,-,ould r q1 est o r 
out the coun ry to eserve judgment and to ii 
on any r ports that ~ appear in he newspap 
info:nnE>d of events as they transpire and giv 
ue can without delay. 

AL:CK 

Erne g ncy Councils throu_::h­
hhol public prono mcemcn s 
r. 1e shall kee~ you 
you such informa ion as 



AMEIUC'AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
~42 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

. Date 
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

March 13• 1945 

Since our preceding r.iemorandum of March 6, two items in the 
New York Times, dealing with Palestine, have attracted wide attention 
( sec copies attached). Th~ following uill clarify, for :rour infol"­
mation and guidance, the attitude of the Zionist Emor6 cncy Council 
in regard to these reports. 

The essential need of the Jewish people r emains the establishment 
of Palestine as tho Jm-,i sh OomMonwcal th. Only the Commom·rcal th 
would put an end to the basic problem of the homelessness of the 
Jews as a people c'.).Ild would. mo.kc possi blc the rohabtli tat ion of· tho 
more than a inillion Jews in various countries of the Old World, 
shaken by tragedy n.nd facinG a future without hope. 

As concerns the position of the Arabs in tho J ewish Cornmonwpalth, 
full cq_uali ty of ci vie and religious rights for u.11 the non-Jewish 
inhabitants of tho Jewish Commonwealth, irrcspoctivc of their numb e rs 
at ~ny given time, has been reiterat ed by Zionist spokesmen over and 
over again as nn intccral p~rt of the Zionist progrmn. Tull communal 
v..utonomy in rc ,;c.rd to religious, oducntionnl and soci t·.l institutions 
would c.lso be ::.ssurcd. This is fundc.rnontnl in our thinkin6 n.nd needs 
no further or.1phE',nis. 

It is obvious thc.t the n.chiovcncnt of the Jewish Oo.mnonueo.lth connotes 
largo J ewish i!:'lr1igrc..tion <:.nd such propc.r:.tory steps in Pclectino, 
including the necessary .:',dr., lnistr.:1.tive conditions o.s will r.1dce possi­
ble spccd;y" pro ~:, r C' ss in the d.csircd dircc ion. I~ order to initio.te 
without d.cl~y the .ccscue of the trr'.pp~d J c,-,ish r.1nsses, to contribute 
to the relief of r::'..cir..l tension in the O+d World, and to cut o..s short 
o.s possible the present stntc of unccrt c.inty in P[',lesti1e~ these 
ncusur s nust bo inn.ucur~tcd iJ'!U:lcdir.tely. 

This fundn.r.10ntnl position of Zi C' nist1 rcr.1 rdns unch0nged, .:'.Ild should 
be our [',nswc r to r.ny runors, suggestions, or propose.ls •1ith which 
\-JC mo.y be confronte<;l. It rennins tho b:\s i"' of our dcr.1~.nds Glld should 
e;ovorn our :--,ppc~.ls to :public opini0n r~nd our negotic.tions with the 
Powers of the world. 

It is inpossible t1 say, f0r the n0r.1ent, to whnt extent the c.tto,chcd 
report fr ~1r.1 Jcrusalcn is bo,sod on fo.ct or , if it be correct, to :~ugc 
the r.ioti voa of those pron')t1ng tho rcy.)Orted plr~n. Speculc..tion on 
ei thcr point would be futile. Whr.t is inport['.nt is for us to rer.li zc 
thnt r:w..ny such schcncs will be proposed fr~n v:--.rious . 1a_c w:i th n 
view to sidctrr.cki:ig 'iUr into6ri'."..l Zi o:list progr:-1!1 , nnd uc nuzt be 
propo.rcd to Mr'..inti'."..in our position vis-n-vis all such schoncae 
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It sh'Juld be spocific['.,lly cnphc.sizcd. th<'-t insoft:'.r c.s the c-.l lebcc.. schcnc 
of the Foreign Ministers 0f Arc..b- speoJ.-dn[; Stntes conten1):}.c.tcs C'.11 

nrbitrnry linitution on Jewish innigrc..tion or ['.bnndonnent of the hope 
for n Jewish Cor:monwenlth , it is conplctcly unncceptc..blo . It ie,:1.ros 
tho ossontir.l needs 0f the Jet·lish pc0plc ['.Ild therefore flies in the 
face 0f ~- br1.si c rcr\li ty. 

On the , thcr hMd , the very ."'.ppenrnnce of the report indict.tes t .. 10t 
even the ryost intrnnsig0nt 0ppononts 0f Zionisn C['.Il no longer close 
their eyes t() the need. f,r speedy lar~e-scn.lc Jewish i:1:-.1 igrc.tion into 
Pnlostinc . I nsofar ns British opposition to the innedinte opening of 
Palest inc to Jewish i!l!"1igrru1 ts wns explni nod by the f er'.r of Arc..b revolt, 
this rcp0rt sh0ws, ['.S we hnvc c..lw[Ws :-:w.intninod. thnt such fenr is 
utte r ly baseless . For tho Fr.ireign Ministers of tho Arc.b countries 
r-.ro hero st<.tcc. to be rencly to r~erce to tho entry of Mother 300,000 
Jewish in:-iigr['.Ilts . Our ()nly rc['.ctir.in to tho report should therefore 
be that n:) shred of r'n excuse rennins for keeping Pa.lestinc closcc. to 
further in"li~rnti0n ponding n cocisi,.,n c.s t0 the c ountry l s politicnl 
future; c.nc. :thnt wl).ilo c..i ncussions arc c,.,ntinuing with reference to 
tho future stntus of Pr.lestino, lnrgc-scnlo in~igrnti ~n of Jews sh0ull 
be rcsunetl r'.t ,.,nee. 

In the li cht of the t'.bovc utlinc our ncti0n rennins unchc..ngecl c..nc".. is 
direct oc.. to: tho Jci1i nh C0-r1."lom.,onl th , i:- ,..1ec1.intc r.w.ss irmicrc.ti on nnd 
c. c.ec1s1on c.t the cr.rliest possible :v':10nt . We repc:1.t fror.1 our lo.s t 
□er:10rnnc1 .. un the r.ction rm \·1hich y,ur C(joperc.tion in requcstec.i_. 

AL : CK 
Encs . 

( n.) A nu:,bc r .') f r1r'.s s c:enons t r .. t ions , .re being plc.nncc1. by the 
Cnuncil in c0njunctinn with tho A.,,:1cricc.n Jewish Conference 
in nnjor cities throuch0ut the c:untry. lf your city is 
one in which such r. c'.o:!'1onstrr'.tion is t o tcl:e ~")le.cc , you will 
be rcccivinc further instructi ons sh0rtl~'• 

(b) A r;t['.tc::-10nt to be si:;ncc,_ b~r o.s n-..ny Sta.to Govcn1ors o'.".S 

p0ssiblc is beinc propr'.rel nn( will be sent out t o key 
ch['.i men in the respective states f or action . 

( c) The k10ricM Palostine Conni ttoc n.nc' .. the Chri aiinn Cou..Ylcil 
f~r P",lestinc ('.re to be :,')bilizcc'. in supr,CDrt of t ho r'.bovc 
objectives . 

(c'.) Nowspnpcr r' .... '1{ rn/.i9 c"·1·~ont.:-.t ~rs ,ust be ::men r.nC. Given the 
nccesso.ry inf ---r;1~t i ');1 Sf) r'.S t r, 0bt t'.in ~.11 possible publici­
ty f 0 r ,.,u r c'.o:-innc~s . 



From ew York Tlmes, Sinduy, March 11, 1945 

ARAB COMPROMISE ON JEWS REPORTED 

Christians Would Hold Balance of Power Under 
Plan for Egual P~l P-R ti~e Populations 

By Julian Louis Meltzer 

J orusalPm , March 10 - The Foreign Ministers of Arab Stat.cs, who rlraftecl the 
cons ti tut ion of the proposed. Arab l E!ague at their r ecent Cairo conf1 ir c•nco , a r,J 
undc:r•·tood to have decided to recomm0nd a com promlso solution on Palo;;tinc for 
accc1)tanc0 by the Palestinian Arabs, nccordi.nr to a well-infonnod Arab source 
hero. 

The compromise is s::-..i d to include the J)rinciple af equal politic~,1 and 
civil rights for Jews and Moslcms, leavinc to ChrintirJl .Arnb rcsi c1ontr; of 
Pc'les tino tho power of veto. The Arab Foroign Mini stcrs would be prc1 ::..red 
under this plnn to obtr..in agrec?l'lent from Palestine Moslems to eE'..rly J ewish 
i!mnigra.tion of 200,000 to 300,000 1,erson~. This, they feel, would provide 
some rolir.f for Jewish refugees. 

Under such a plan , Moslem load.ors urgu.o, the 700 , 000 Jowi i;h inhc.bitD.11ts 
would be increased to 1,000 , 000 within a short period, equal to tho foslem 
populn.ti on . The re nro about 150 , 000 Chri sti::in .Arc.bs , who would thus hold the 
balance of power • 

. A local Arf'.b poli tic.=-..1 obc~rvcr se.id tho Arab renction might [.!.t first be 
o.crimonious, especially runong younger clements who hold vi olent n:!.tic111.:1listic 
vim·rs , but that thL~ c:;cncrnl feeling ul tir.w .. toly would be to o.cGopt the nk. n. 

Britain then, he saicl, would turn oYor i tr. P,·.lec tine mand;;.tc to u ro rm:,.ncmt 
Uni tcd Nn,tions R.uthori ty that would ~r:10rgc fr0m the San Francisco t t'.lks. 

Tho riain Zionist cor:1plnint ago.inst the co":lpromisc plrn1 is th .'."'..t it is 
desi nod ~ololy to mec,t tho Pn1osti no p roblem without rcm ec-lying the world 
Jewish situation. While sone z1 ,n1ists bcliC've thi:•.t r:urviving J ewish cor:u:mnitios 
in Europe will ir.1prove after the wc'r r!-nd th1-i rgor.cy of Jewish nir:r:.1tiun 
probloo~ will be removed, Zionist lenders like D::1 ~id Ben Gurion, oha.irr.r.n of 
tho Jewish Agency ox cutivc hero, ns~o rt that tho need for JGwish ~igr ntion 
will persist . 

I 
While .'1CCE1pting the -principle ,)f poli tic c.l pn.ri ty with the Arc.bs, tho 

Zioni zts inni ~t that Jewish i tr:1igra.ticn into Pr'.lostiny :"'.us t be unconcli tion,!_>;,l 
d unlir.1i tad. They declare the Jews need Palestine [:." a rcho.bi li t:'..tion cent er 

and as o.n ~rcn in which to rcgnin political statehood. 
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From New York Times, Uonday, 1~arch 12, 1945 

ABROA.D 

Arabs Propose Compromise on Palestine 

:By Anne O'Hare UcConnick 

The New York Times correspondent in Jerusalen re~o rts that at the neeting 
held recently in Cairo to draft a constitution for the y.>roposet leac e of Arab 
states the Foreign Ministers recommended a comproMise solution on Palestine to 
the Palestinian Arabs. The first point of interest in this recomP1end~tion is 
that it comes from the Arabs. Before the Cairo meeting there was no evidence 
that the Arab leaders were ready to offer any positive sugges tion for the 
settlement of one of the thorniest of post-war problems. Their ~conp ronisine 
opposition to any extension of J ewish immigration i:ito Palestine and tl;i.e ltncon­
promisin::; stand of the Zionists for unrestricted immigration nnd 't Jewish st , to 
combined to create a deadlock from which there seemed to be no vray out . 

Tl1e s~cond 11oint of interest is that the sUf\~estion is macle by tlie Ar2.bs 
at the very moment when they are getting c'.own to business in ort;anizin:; a mi ted 
Arab front . Until now seasoned observers in the !-iiddlo ~a.s t never boliovod. that 
the Arab states could eet together, even in the loosest form of fcdorc,tion. 
And it will b~ loose; in discussing the ,roSJ)ects in January, embers of Arab 
governments made it very clear that their se11arate "independence" was thei r 
first concern. 

,.cvcrthclcss, the project is going for ·mrd. The Arr.1.b nations a ro closor 
now than they hav0 been in moclern histor,r . Th r w 11 ce rtainly be sor:ie fom 
of Arab union. Pan-Arabia is set to be a political facto r in the now ,-,orld, 
Fonner doubters finally admitted this, but [tdd.od that only one tic binds hose 
disparate nations, and that is their common o!)po • tion to Zionist cxj1n.nsion. 

Ye t tho first thing the Arab tinistcrs do vhen they be;:;in to organize is 
to offe r the only constructive sug~nstion they have ever publicly put forth on 
the P2lcstine q_uestion. A r.;onth a o the P·1lcstiniD.n Arabs were c,tundini::, fin:;ly 
on tho British Whi to Pnper and c.cclarin . they vould fi 6h t an~,. oxtcnsiorJ, of the 
immisrat ion q_uota when it expired in June. _:ow tho Forci01 ~:ini s t rs :1 ro:-:_1osc 
that u11 to 300 ,000 more Je1s be ndrn ittod at the earliest :po~s iblc date. 

This is news, indeed, and news of great si LJnificnncc. Tot only docs it 
indicate o. change in Arab policy inside Palestine, for when tho I•Zini sters "ay 
they "Hould be prepared to obtain agreement tr from Palestine r:oslc.1s , it □cans 
that c'..[, rcencnt has been secured. r't folloH·s too clo rcly on he rnor tincs of 
President Roosevelt nnd Prime Minister Churchill 1ith the Arab lcacl ors no t to 
be a se0ucl to those talks. especially since it fits in'. ith the :Sritish c1 csiro.--
not so . evident in times past but pushed hard lately by Lord Gort d Sir ...iduc'..rd 
Grigl>..__to get J m,,s and Arabs to settle the q_ucstion among themselves . An0. since 
the United States , in pledges from both parties , ha~ ~nsurned direct resJonsibil­
i ty in tho settlement, the President is also an..··dous for .. solution that ··~ icht 
sutisfy the Zionists without antagonizing t h e Arabs . 

The proposed plan von't do that. Ac cordint:; to 1,rr, r ltzcr1c ro~')o rt , it 
provic1.es for equ:il poli tic~l and. civil rights for J ews and Moslcns by bringin 
the Jewish population up to 1,000,000, to Mc'..tch the L•oslems . It would c tabli"h 
the :1c1.ri ty advocated by Dr. Juc1.Dh Mac nos, thou5 h \1hcthor parity is to be main­
tained by his fonnulu of balancing tho hit~hcr Arab birth rnto by T11ore JC\•rish 
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immi gration is not disclos ed. The Christian Arabs, about 150,000 in number, 
a rc not included in the equation, which 6ivcs them the balance of :n ewer. In 
tho event of a solution on these lines, or pres\lffinbly any lines that could 
bo ,~r ecd UJ) On, tho British are said to be ready to turn over the P ;-,.,lestine 
man~~tc to a permanent United Nations Authority. 

The Zionists will undoubtedly r e ject the plan n.s it stands. It c'.o!1ios 
their c1.emand for unlimi t~d immigration, :prevents thel'!l from ever becominc c. 
mc'.jority, and blocks their central aim of setting up :::i. Jewish no.tion c.nd nrnJ.dn6 
Palestine a Jewish sto.to . For this aim they hnvo plnnnod, toiled, ~git~tod, 
invested vast sums and vaster energy to transform the stony hills of their 
Promised Lc.nd into a garden. Hitler helped them by mr.Jring Europe into something 

worse thon hell for Jew$ ; but aside from tho victims of Hitler, the settlers in 
P <'.lcstino cpnstitutc perhaps the happiest and most sntisfied colony on t h is 
so.d c.nd w·c.!'---weary earth. 

But the clements of the situntion arc chan6ing. Tho Arabs ~re changing. 

ns this ini tin.ti vo signifies . So arc the relations between the ?riddle E~st and 
the ,-,o~tern world. In no foreseeable time will the lot of the Jews surviving 

in Europ e,.and thoso who cloct to go back , be what it was in the last hideous 
decade. The victors will sec to that as st ornly as they sec to tho c".is~rmc:.JI1cnt 

of Gcrm['ny. If we arc goi~g back into such conditions ruid such~ world, tho 
wc'.r .._.,ill be lost and Pc'..lcstinc will be no safer than Czcchoslovo.Jd a U8.S, or 

tho Uni t od St8.tes would be. r.:orcover , the Jews from eastern Europe ,-.rill not 
be pe rmitted to omigrc'..to to Palestine. 

Those considcrntion9 hnvo nothing to do with tho Zionist cc..se, one wo..y or 
tho other , but they might induce the wiser lende rs to study the Arnb pro~os nls 
as ~ b e.sis for-discussion. The .A.rn.bs hnvc stronr;t hcncd their po sition by t~dng 
tho ini ti r-.ti ve, r,nd tho pl['n gi vcs the□ r:-. porn;--nont m:--.jori ty by putting the 

Christirm Arnbs into n. s:pocie.l cntcgor:t • . But if tho l) rinci~le of compromise 
is r'.cco1Jtcd, and tho ~:1 roblcm can be sol vcd by c:i roct ncgoti n.tions betuoon 
.A.rnbs [',nd Jews, the t e rms cnn be changed.. The crux of tho mr.ttor is tho.t tho 

crrds ~re evidently stc'..ckot for o.. compromise , ~nd this alters the position of 
all tho pnrtios to the di sputa . 



THIS IS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE AND 
SHOULD N0T :BE TURNED IN VEBJ3ATIM. 

HASS I:EETDJG TO D:EII.AJ.'\J'D HEARING FDR JE ·TS 

AT SAN FRAUCISCC COl FERENCE 

TO URGE nr.~IATE OP:ENING OF P.ALESTI:~s TO :SUROFE Is SURVIVL~G :Ji!S 

#1 

Decl[l.rin that spokesmen for the Jev:ish people r1ust be given an opportunity 

to s 1-bni t their cr-:.se f o~ the nostwar reconst r 1cti Dn of the J( '\!i sh i)CO lo :it thP-

fort l1co·1 ing San Fronci sco Conferc'1.c0 on Anril zr.:th, .,r. le;-,..d in , 

.1~:--:bcr 'JI tho ( n~me of corr1Funi tv) J cui sh Com ,.,.,uni ty, -:oday ( 1p1otu cnc.1. ,.>. : wr s 

neotinr; to be held A:,ril __ , unc' er thn aus-;;i ccs of t 11e A.rieri cr-n Jm·ri s:1 Conf 0rcnce, 

( nar1e of com, .. unit:y) Zionist :Erner1;C'ncy Committee. 

1ir. who is Chn.i r1an of th, . Co:--1IT1i t t cc nrr:,-.-i:·L1 • the meet-
-~ J , ---------

in:· uhich \vill br. held in .lnJ¥lle of.._h~ll ), srdcl th,-'..t t~v, n.sscrnbJ.,,. ,-:ill cc.:l for the 

rc>scttlcmcrrt of Euro'l')c I s di SJ)ossossed Je ,s in Pn.l estine and. the rocons t:. tut i. on of 

th2.t count r;y· a~ the Je\· i r,h Com:1onwec1. th. 

"3e ""inning next month, no r10 rr i 1-1s wiJ.l ',, ·perni ttnd t<;> re ,,e . .:i ,~ hnvrn in 

Palestine bccau ... ,e of the infD.r.lous Chan°Jcrlain •+ p II •• 11. .,e aJJcr, .. r. 

survi Ycu. thA horrors of .1.,;:-n.z i sn . All thL t Jre~r> n tlHY: :~li vc no;,r i. n tLc :10· c of 

j.'Cac:1ing Pal os tinc. 11 

nc ti onal figures and spokcsncn of [111 f,.: hr,, wi J.l st r•:3 • tho f:.i.ct tl1r.1.t tltc 

question of r.ovin.~; E1rope 1s dis!>08Sessec.. J rn_,s to P; lc,sti.nc in c...n intcc; r G,l -pa.rt 

of the entire problem of rehabilit .::.ti.on of peo les. 

At the San i,ranci sco Conference, it is 1 ,lannec to J)rAsent an ovc1" 11 roGram 

to meot t!1e neecls of he wn.r-rn.va.::,;ed eonln. ~his n roe;rE'.m , which hc.o bnen formu-

1:--.t-ed b~,. :'1~ Afl1 ricR.n tTewish Conference, o. body reT>r senti"1.g the ';roat majority of 

(more) 
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the Jewf; of the United Stc1tes, j n ac.cli tion to the rE'consti tut ion of Pc.lee tine us 

a JA•.rish Com:rnonweal t h , culls for a Eill of Ri bh s to snfe ";uarcl mino1~itie'"' evcr.1-

1·1hcrA, me e.sures for rehabilita i on , inder.mification of victims of ~-c .zi sm und. 
. , t pun1sn:non of war crl□ in~ls . 

11 I t is ironic that the Jews , who were the first victi 'l'\1S of :•azi at;~res,..ion 

o.n<l. Hhose casualties proportionrLtel:r a1 .. e r r ec:::t91~ then ?ny other :rco·,10, will not 

hr--.v P. on 0ffic.!_,d pl c~ce :-it the Sn.n Fr.:.ncisco CcnfPrc::-_cc ,.-1:1ile last 1:1inute Allies 

who !:.rv'. ne7er bP-cn c: i tingu:\.chec· fo~ .. their loyalty to tl1e Unitncl.. ~ ·ti cns arc 

invi te:cl partiripaLts at 

Loc ;• l cl elccatcs of tho A.":;eric ~.n jc,,ish Confere!lce e.r c : 

-- ,..,,0--
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Su::,;;-estec.:. follow-up release to local newspapers 
~J').e~ first release has been turned in. 

THIS IS FOR YOUR GU I DANCE AND 
§HOULD NOT BE USED VERBATIM. 

_ __,_( n_am_e_o_f_s· ...... : )e_ak __ .. e_r_..)_ TO ADDRESS RALLY 

DEHA IDIUG THAT JEWS SHOULD B:S HRA.i.-q] AT SAl~ FFAlTC ISCO 00:i.TFE~:~CE 

rr . _________ will 1eac' a list of c.istinc:uished. STieru:ers who will 

:-·.ddress a riant mass meet in:-::, (day a nd dat e) nt (nc,n~ of hall) , a_or1:1~1C:!:1;; Jevrish 

representation at the San Fr~'ncisco Conforonce, i.t 1.:-1.a announcecltocl.L:' • His 

aubject will be _____________ • ]arli.cr, he uill sp o;,J : ov f• r St~1. tion 

on . ----------
In disclosing llr. __________ , s acceptti.nce as ·.)rinci n riJ. c.p o ·~2~f'\r, 

i.ir. -------- Chairrian of t11c Arr·,.n .:-, onrnts Comnittce, st :.t cc::. t} at the 

,,1eetin'" will be hclcl. und.er th.c al.ls:-:iiccs of th .runrrican Jmris1 Cori.f c ronce and tho 

(nar11e of community) Zionist Er1erGency Com'l'l1i t -o. Ho dcclaro c'. : 

11 :-rr. ________ has lon-:-; r.in.de clea.1· n.i.s sympathy with the i1J.i{"ht of 

the Jeuish victims of Hitlerism in Europe, a.nC: his conviction thct tho cl oors of 

PalP.stine must be opened and. Palestine itself reco nstitutec1 as a J'e,,ir,11 Conmon­

woal th. 11 

Other speakers, as announced by :r. ----- 'dill incl 1de: 

-----· 
A resolution will be introducecl at he meeti -:; c.eno.ndinr; th t. t the Je • ish 

people, greatest sufferers of ;azisr.1 , be eivC'n t1e ri e,ht to ·o roscnt t..1.1cir case 

in the same manner ive othor peo.,Jlesat Sn.n Franci"·co, : :r. _______ _ added . 

"The point here secr.1s to ;'10 to be ono of sim~,lc fair i)lri: , 11 l e ar," crt ed. 

11 Forty-fi ve nc.vti ons wi 11 meet in San Frr'nci sco. They are establi 8 1
1: n:_: t}1e basis 

for an international ort_;anizn.tion thr ... t vri ll s~1ape ho f 1t tre . 

11 .!.~ations which declared war a ,c..i!lst t!1e A.."<is only \/ithin t1e :i,o.nt fortni;:ht 

h 'l,VG been invited to attend. They will tclce ])rrt in th procoec'.in.:;"' • T1ey \ull 

(mo re) 
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be on hand to protect thei1" interests. 

"Even the Arab nations, vJhich at best were grudgingly :n.eutr~,,l 2-ncl. at worst 

literally had. to be coerced to remain 'neutral, 1 have been invited,. :But the 

J et:i sh people have been ignored. Any di scusni ons that m~r take -,)lace nbout 

Palestine and post-war reconstruction of devastated Eurore will a:9p2,re:.1tly be 

unilateral discussions -- ,-,i th the Jews told later ·what will hap)'.)on to t~1em. 

11 In the name of ordina::.7 justice, we de::na.nd a chance to be heara_ at San 

Fro.ncisco, to present our case for the rehabilita.ticn of the Jm-dsh j1eo) le, the 

opening of the doors of Palestine to the remnants of European Je,-'rrJ and the 

reconstitution of Palestine faS a Je1, ish Comr,10nwealth." 

--30--
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THIS IS FOR YOUR GUID O AND 
ShOULD NOT EE TURN.ED IN VERBATI /4. 

EDITORIAL 

On the evening of __________ , a mass meeting dedica ted to one of 

the great humanitarian projects of our time will be held at __________ _ 

under the auspices of the American Jewish Conference, and the (nam~ of comn:unity) 

Zionist Emergency Committee. 

'iien and nomen of all faiths and creeds will join in urgi ng that the J ewish 

people have a voice at the United Nations parley at San Francisco, April 25. They 

will plead, as they have done so often before, that the gates of Palest i ne be 

open to the pauperized Jews of Europe and that Palestine, so long the spiritual 

haven of a tragic rane, be reconstituted as a Jewish Comroonwealth in accord with 

the Balfour Declaration. This Declaration has b een endorsed by 52 nations of the 

world. It had been affirmed and re-affirmed by e ery resident of the United States 

since its prorculgation, 

If e~er there was desperate need for Palestine to be open to the victims of 

the world's monstrous ru lty, it is aow. If ever there was a time when this plea 

should be heard, it is ~ when the fir st of the peace table meetings takes place 

at San Franci sea, and a blueprint of the v,orld of tomorrow -- a. world in which all 

minorities will be given the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happine ss -­

will be drafted. 

The justice of the J ewish case is underlin~d by the ironic fact that dele­

gates of the Arab nn. tions will be present in San Francisco to protect their 

interests in the Middle East and Palestine, In the name of ordinary decen y and 

fairness. the Jews should be permitted equally to be heard and to protect their 

interests. 

Justice. after all, is indivisible. 

3/16/45 



• • 
THIS IS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE AND 
SHOULD NOT BE TURNED IN VERBATIM. 

EDITORIAL 

One of the great tragedies of our time has been the brutal, calculated and 

alrrost incredible mass extermination of the Jewish people. It is a tragedy of such 

enormity that the human mind finds it difficult to encompass it. 

Throughout this terrible war, all men of goodwill have looked forward to the 

day when the victors will gather around the peace table and forge a new world, dis­

pensing justice to all peoples. All this simply heightens the fact that represen­

tatives of the Jewish people -- the same people that has be en almost decimated in 

the last ten years -- have not been invited to present their case b~fore this 

preliminary peace tribunal. 

While it is true that actual details of the pea.ce ·will not be settled at 

San Francisco, decisions of far-reaching importance will be taken. If mandates 

are discussed, it is hard to believe that the subject of Palestine ~ill not be 

discussed. Whatever the case, the Arab states have been invited to attend and 

thus be present to protect their interests in the Middle East. 

In common decency, the Jews should be given the opportunity to have th ir 

voice heard as well. Their case is made the stronger by the fact that next month 

Jewish immigration into Pale~tine vlill cease under the terms of the British ~hite 

Paper issued by Chamberlain in an era of appeasement. How can one look on unmoved 

at the spectacle of the remnants of a tortured and pauperized European Jewry plead­

ing to enter the Promised Land, and watch the gates of Pal e ~tine clang shut at the 

moment of their greatest need? 

To protest this conspiracy of silence, a mass meeting is being held at 

---------- on __________ . 

We hope that the Powers-that-be will at long last recognize that the Jews 

who have been attacked and murdered as Jews have the right to speak and be heard as 

Jews when decisions are taken affecting their future. 

* * 
3/16/45 
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THIS IS FOR YOUR GUIDANCE AND 
SHOULD NOT BE TURNED IB VERBATIM. 

EDITORIAL 

.Among the profound problems of the world today is the rehabilitation of 

peoples. No pen could paint the sum total of mass horror and agony visited upon 

the little peoples of the world by Hitler and Japanese fascism. Particularly 

singled out for a Calvary of their own have been the Jews of Europe. Their casualty 

lists of 5,000,000 exceed that of any other people. 

Today, small Palestine has contributed more than 30,000 Jewish soldier s to 

the Allied cause -- fighting in the Jewish Brigade and i n units of the British 

Army -- a voluntary enrollment (for there is no conscription in Palestine) equivar.­

lent to an enlistroont of 8,000,000 Americans. Jews are fighting on every den:ocratic 

forefront of the world. 

All this makes even more hard to understand why the Jewish people have not 

been invited to the April 25th San Francisco Conference to which, ironically enough. 

delegates of the .Arab nations have been invited. In all fairness, if it is deemed 

advisable to ha11e Arabs present o protect their interests in the Middle East and 

Palestine, it should also be deemed advisable to have spokesmen for the Jews present. 

A mass meeting to ask that this simple right be accorded the Jewish people - -

as has been accorded other peoples -- will b e held the night of ___ _ 

under the joint auspices of the American Jewish Conference and the (name of com­

muni ty) Zionist Emergenny Committee. 

Speakers of all faiths will urge that justice be done to a sorely tried 

people. We join with the Jewish community in demanding that in the name of common 

decency, the Jews should be permitted spokesmen at San Francisco, that the doors of 

Palestine be open to the survivors of European Jewry, and that Palestine, in accord­

ance with the terms of the mighty Balfour pledge of Great Britain, be reconstituted 

as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

• • 
3/16/45 
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SAMPLE MA.TERI.AL TO BE s:ENT TO 
EDITORIAL vRITERS, COLUli&~ISTS .AND RADIO COMME{TATORS 

In connection with the mass meeting to be held April _______ under 
auspices of the American Jewish Conference and the (name of co~ni tx) Zionist 
Emergency Committee at ___________ , we are oubmi tting below some facts 
and general material on Palestine and the J ewish question. Ve trust that they 
may be of interest to you and that you may find it possible to make some use of 
them. 

Sponsored by organizations r✓hich represent the vast majority of the 
Jewish people of the United States, this meeting is being held for a three-fold 
purpose: 

l To demand a hearing for the Jewish people at the San 
Franc5.sco Conference April 25 . 

2. To :;?lead t'-:1at the dcc:ts of Palestine be open to the 
remr,x-1.ts of :European Je\Jry who a.re now in an appalling 
concli cion . 

3. To cl.em::...YJ.d th.e reconstitution of Pale :.; tine as a Jehi sh 
ComrnJr.,,r~aJ. th i n acco:rc. wi th the Bo..lfour Deel 0ira.t ion. 

As you know: the Sen Fran _'._c~ c C:r.nf0r-nce 1.::J_::.. d2-. ·,:J· 0 jtself to the 
forrr:ulation of an i11 ter -:1 .. ; on;..i,:; ~.r ~t'.1.· z -.. •• -,1 to deal. 1:i c: P~' ~ ~ r'ar problems. 
Among the f orty--f ivu g 0 ,u""?i-:-n;u--J~1: , ,hit.."'. }:a·r , b en in-•7

:. i.e 3. .J. b ia 1 u.~.h:;.c: sev er al 
Arab states. Cert,a:.:n o • tht.. ~e u.1.·e :r.o ~e\:ort y not only fu::..· tne:;.r s:rsternatic 
failure to co0perate with the Uili ted 1 ations in the v,ar effort, but also for 
their long standing pro-Axis sympathies . 

Although thu a~enda of th San Frnncisco Confer ence has not been 
announced, in ications art; that the guention of mandctus -- (md thus directly 
and indir ec tly that of l".J.lest1 ne •-- will b u r ai sed. It seem:.; to u s ; there­
fore, both as a matter of logic and c.1 rnatter of elBmentary justice, that 
spokesmen for the Jewis1. people should be there to submit their case. 

The Jewish p eople feel that having been an ally of the United Nations 
de facto , if not de .jure, it should be afforded the opp0rtuni ty to be heard 
at San Francisco and thus be given the s right to protect its interests as 
other nations. 

At the San Francisco Conference, the J ewish puople pl an to present an 
overall program to meet the needs of war-ravaged n a t i ons. In, ddit ion to the 
reconsti•:.ution of Palestine as a Jewish Commonv,ealth, the program Ccllls for a 
Bill of Rights to safeguard minorities ,Teryv1here , mcasur s :'·, • :cehab1litation, 
ind mnification of victims of Nazism and punishment of war e r ~minal s . 

Under the 
wil 1 be used up 
upon the Jews. 
by the Jews and 
their brethren. 
to enter . 

terms of the Vhi te Pap er , the last imrnigra ti on certificates 
next month and the doors of Palectine will shut completely 
Palestine, i n which more than &,bOO ;OOO ,OOO ha s be n poured 
which has be en watered by the blood and s1.1eat of mil ions of 
becomes the one land in the world which the y are not permitted 
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The existence of a Jen-ish Commonv:ealth in Palestine 7ill not only pr vide 
a permanent~ me and security for hundreds of thousands of homeless and uprooted 
Jews, but will also serve to remove the stigma f 11 \7anderers 11 from the Jewish 
people and aliminate the fundamental disability under which they live as c mpared 
~itn other peoples. 

The defeat of the Axis ~.-:ill not normalize Jewish life in Europe. Today, 
liberated European Jev;ry has been pauperized and in many countries \·;ill P..ave li ttlc 
chance of returning to social and economic equality . Palestine alone offers t hem 
t he p ssibility of a normal existence. Pales tine alone will ~elcome t hem not as 
aliens, not as transients, not as refugees, but as incoming citizens. 

At least 4,0GO , OCO additional immigrants can be absorbed by Palestine 
without disturbing the present inhabitants, according to Dr. ·ralt er O. Lor:dermilk, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture authrrity. Palestine today has a p pulation of 
1,800,CGO. It is interesting to note that Massachusetts, considerably smaller in 
area, supports a population of ffi re than 4,CCO ,OuO • 

.As a result of the .Allied victory in .Vorld \Var I, the Arabs received 
sovereignty over more than l,2CO,OCO sq. mi. The Je,,.·s have only tiny Palestine to 
•laim as t heir om1: in area les~ than 1/100 of the .A,rab lands. 

The story of Jewish Palestine's contribution to the ,-:ar eff rt is still 
one of the best kept secrets of the war. Thousands of Jewish s~ldiers have died on 
the battlefields of Greece, Cret e , Libya, Ethiopia and Egypt, and todny 3(,0' C Pal­
estinian Jev:ish soldiers - - equivalent to a voluntary enrollment of 8 , 000 , UG0 

.Americans -- are fighting in th Jewish Brigade nnd in British units, 

As a result of Jewish medical and sanitation efforts, the Arabs in 
Palestine enjoy the lov·est mortality rat in the entire Middle East, and the .Arnbs 
of Palestine are the best paid in the .1iddle East. 

Agrieulture and food production has been expanded to an extent that 
Palestine now constitutes am j r source of supply for military and civilian n eds 
in the entire Wriddle East. 

3/16/45 



• Auspices of 
AMERICAN JEWISH CONFEkENCE 

and 
SAMPLb COPY 

(naill3 of comnunity) ZIONIST EMERGENCY COMlv~TTEE 

~ OGRAM: 

(CHAIRMAN) 
SPEAKER 
SPEAKER 
SPEAKER 

11 I know how long and ardently 
the Jewish people have worked 
and prayed for the establish­
ment of Pale stine as a fr ee 
and democratic Jewish Common­
wealth. I am convinced that 
the American people gi , e their 

WE ASK 

I -- That the Jews be heard at the san 
Franc i sco United Nation ~ Conf r cnce 
April 25, to present tho ca se for 
a people ,,ho huvc suf ered 5,00 , 000 
dead • d v;ho were th first victims 
of Nazism. 

II -- That the gates of Palestine be 
opened to the survivor s of European 
Jewry who have no other haven. 

III -- That Pal Gstine b , reconstituted as 
a Jewish Comzc.onv,eal th , in accord 
with the mighty pledge of Great 
Britain endorsed by 52 nations of 
the world and re-affirmed by every 
President of the United States since 
its prou:ulgation. 

support to this aim. 11 - Pre sident Roosev elt 

at 

Wednesday , APRIL 0 l 9 4 5 

8: 00 P. M. 

(you set th date) 

A D M I S S I O N FREE FREE A D M I S S I O N 

OE?AIN YOUR TICKETS (If you print ticke t s) 
at 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

" 342-MAOISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To embers of American Zionist Emergency Council nat.P 

Prom Arthur Lourie 

.AJ.) ril 6, 1945 

Enclosed for your information ar copies of two me 1o randa do.ted 
.April 3, which \!ere sent to Cha irmen :>f Local er r: ncy Cor.unitteos • 

.AL:CSS 
Encls . 

-------



AMER ICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
\ -

• ~:f,.• MAD ISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees 

Arthur Laurie 
Folitical Secretary 

Date A:pri 1 3, 19.::5 

You have no doubt read the shocking statement of the DuJ{e of Devonshire, 
Colonial Under-Secretary, made in the House of Lords, declaring that many 
European Jewish survivors do not wish to go to Palestine t:nd that the 
Colonial Office has rejected a demand of the Jewish A enc;~r for extra 
imr.igr~tion certificates into Palestine . 

We e.ttach hereto a copy of a cable just received by us from !r. lfoshe Shertok, 
chief of the Political Department of the Jewish Agency in Jerusalem , uhich 
we urge you to read with the utmost attention, 

It is not necessary for us to emphasize the urgency of the situation as 
described by Hr . Shertok and the plea he makes that we 11 undertak:e a major 
effort to prevail upon the :Sri tish Government to fund"mentally chan °·e its 
immi gration policy by enabling immediate lar e-scale aa~issionM so that 
the surviving remnant of European Jewry ne s ar d and the rise of tension 
in Palestine , resentment in America and despair in Europe be prevented. 

'le ar~ faced with a crisis: Now, finally, we must c;,rganize all our re-
sources, all our facilities and power to ma.:e this "major effort" beG0ed 
of us . Therefore, this is a renew d call to action . lf you h .... vc alrec... .c\y 
organized mass meetinGs, :proceed with your :plans with the greatest vigor . 
If you have not organized them, begin to do so at once. A meetin& in every 
community is imperative . 

\·TE lUST HOLD AS -I.A.NY 11EETINGS AS 1'1E CAll . EACH "-1'.EETil G i'UST ADD ITS VOICE 
TO AN APPEAL WHICH THE WORLD DARE Nni:' DENY. POW 1.:oRE TEA:- :::\71JR WE • iUST :SE 
HEARD AT SAN FRA.NCISC • WE HUST 'FE f THE DOORS OF P.AL~STI ;E rou. i"/E !IDS 
FIGHT FOR A J:JWISH COMi:ONWEALTH NOW . 

Don 1t uait for us to supply you with speakers. Get your om C on.;;ress□ n, 
your own Senators, your own ·1ayors and your own church•nen. 

'le are launching a nation-wide adverti ing campaign. At this moment one 
of the country 1 s larGest advertising a encies has prepared for us and for 
you a number of half-page and f 111-pag news,aper advertisements dranatiz­
inb our campaign and our cause, as no other means could. mhese will be for­
·rarded to you for insertion in your locn.l J)apers within the next fe\1 days . 

This fight is the fight of all of us . 

AL :LD 
Enc . 
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11 COLO IAL OFFICE REFl:SAL GT.Ar':' r:::IGRA':1Io:· PERl: TS ?O:? :B3...GEi.J:i3JLS::: Stm-

POLIC·r. sr ·c~ orTO 'PP"l·rc ' nrc"'1 F,..,- __ _,_ --·----1s..,·· p...,,..-r, a•:,-.:,s "r.ff"'."':)M _,,R T.,..... ~ • s:.) -n,..,s OF - , ti u~. .n. J.J .'\_ .. , v.=~ ..:;,..:,.l:("'_.J., ...,..:i ....,1, ... ~~ •.l!.i.iii ~ ·u.u _ _ :.....,_ .t'..tu. ... ..:\..I. 
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CJ: c~::::.S:r:5'IC.LTES STILL AVAILAJL~ trwE:9. muT.E PAPER A 'IlIOUS.Alm C:iJRTIFIC-~~:ss FOR 

DIS:::'R.I3U':::I01T AH0.1. G Ti'TE ""rYSIX THQUS_.\:-:1) REFUGEES nr Sl\'ITZEF.LX.J) . THIS r:i:roUS.AND 

... ~DUCED TO SIX HT :DRED AS PAR':l OF GE1TER..L REDUCTIOJ.! TO HAICE PROVISIOl~ ro:R Elr:'RY 

ICFUG:JES mo:· ~i.' ur.1 T:CUS WEOSE :R::J'.::tJBl~ GOV!Ul:.-:E~ T OFFICI.ALLY .APPaOV:JD j3~ I S ST3D 

0::1:FICE GE _;V. rr.i::; ?.3.~C·l'IC.1 BY CA."SLE 3/14 VAS FOLLO.'I - Q,UC ... Z yor .S ~ /9 CAUSE:J US 
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PROBli.23LY OlJLY 4000 GO ROtn;D .l\LL CO"G1~? .. IES STOP OU? .. APPLICATIOiI 10R 10300 ORIGI1IALLY 

ETT:ElIDSD AS IrHTIAL SYMBOLIC l!EASURE I" a1!EDIAr:i::JLY RELIEF im·T FIGURI' LUDIC30r SLY 

Al.'!ARCHRO HSTIC STOP OUTCRY :FOR CERTIFICATES Il!CP3ASI TG 'lEEKLY I::. SCOPE - 8 IMTE: SI'::! 

STOP 1'1ITH ARRIVAL YESTERDAYS TRA.lJSPORT LID FUT Olr EMIGRATIO.r FROii: IS: . .\LY ifiE!C l 0 

SIUGL~ PERUT LEF'r FOR DISTRIBUTION STOP YOU FULLY AWAP~ P0SITio-r :J.AL::.c"il-TS ir.JSTERlr 

EUROPE STOP SI CE DAVID :BE!!GURIOPS DEPARTURE RECEIVED AUT:-wl TIC REPORTS POSI~IO; 

POLIS!! lffi."EA.lJT FROl: ZI0lTIST E:ISSA:?J:ES Ll:3LI1•1 ·."HO :R:'!l:.CZED :SUCl:ARDST I1'TD:ESCRI:SABLE 

D:SSTI':UTIO.i: \·ffiILE FIERCENESS OF RA.GI! G .A.l;TISElfITISU IlIDIC.A::1:JD BY Fl1.CT F.EW G:} lTIL:JS 

U!IO U:.ID:E?- NAZIS 1'~?.E Il~TRtr~-r..:.L SAVIrG mrs NOW :BEGG-Il7G THEIR PROT!JGES Y.JDEP THIS 

S~CF.ET LEST THEY BE EXPOSED PUBLIC 'v'RAr.I'iI SC'OP lruEDERS SURVIVD:G JEtS BY WAZIFIED 

POLES OCCURil.G FEEQ,UE ·TTLY S':'OP OuR R:sPP.ZS:!JTATIV]J E:-IlT.D UE33RfuiL 7R0- GHT FRO · 

ISTAiOlJ1.i REPORTS POSI':'IOi: BUDAPES~ APPALLI:~G DES'r'ITUTI0l CHILD i• 0P.TALI':'Y STOP 

:BUDAPEST 0l!iY PLACE ~!HERE HID;"GAr.IA:.7 J!JilS SAFE 3ECA ·s::a:i CCI~CEI::1?.A:1:ill) :au"T S':1RAY 

SURVIVORS EMERGING FRO!: HIDEoms n: FR0VJTCES :BEil7G KI~LED BY Aiiz:'IS:J:!ITES BROAD 

DAYLIGHT STOP OUR Ur.ABILITY PROVIDE CE3.':'IFICA':1ES E~l; L s:~ p;J{T ::..~::JS sr.i~'..I.. 

mt: . "·TLY UlJ3]k'Ji.A]LE STOP O. OTHER H.Al:!) PALES':'I:J:E C01a'Iru::~:G I { FULL ::J::PLOYlIElTT 

PRODUCTil-1: B.A.DLY 7EZDS ADDI':1IOiTAL LA:aOuR FORCE ii'HICH m;,; v.~IT,. L::B. :sv::::: co :S:JRVA-

1i1IV:J :2STIEATES SHOW TE1:s THOUSANDS EA...~:JP.S A.13SOPJ3A.."9LE Ir EID ST3.Y IIIJCED FAR!Il:G 

P.EVIV:::G CITRUS BUILDI1 G IlTDUSr:i:P.IES ALSO SC!:TI 1:1S F.:::.ADY FOR ACC0.-~CD.i~r:::ro_r 20000 

CHILDRm: Sr:'OP HOUSilTG PR0BLEI-t PP.:JSEFTS :ro Il1SUPEB.A.BLE DIFFICUL'II:JS I:51 GOVEPJTI[EUT 

ASSISTS ADEQ,UATEL y BY AUTHO:?.ISING Ii•Il'ORTS STOP EVE"; UKDER DIFFICULT~ST C0lIDITio.;s 

P0GITI0L R~FUG:EES PALESTI:!E IUFLHTZLY PBEF.EP..A:BLE PRE~E ... ".'T S':1ATE COl:G:DSTI0li OR 

ROOFLESliESS EUROPE STOl' E..XECUI1IVE JEWISH AGJl"'CY .:JTEn T.JL!JY co:·srD:mu:;G l'OSITIO. 

Ali°IJ .c1.SPECms URGES UAJ0R EFFORT PRZVAIL GOVlJ:?.:, -~:T Ft ~J): :El:?.ALLY 011' ,GE I· :IGRATI0 r 

POLICY 3Y E JABLI ~G Il'TEDIATE LA.RGE SCALZ ;J)?-USSI :. riml SPARI'~G ~BER D:?JmERIORA­

TI0N REH.1: \..i:?rs· JEWRY FREVE17TL.7G RISE 'm.i. .. SIO.i:T l'ALESTI.TIJ DES ~R EUROPE. 

"EXECUTIV::: JEi'TISH AGE.i:!CY FOR P.ALESTI TE" 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL ... 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMO RA NDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date 

F r om Arthur Lourie 
Politic~l Secret~rJ 

1 

-~pril 3, 1945 

l!e are enclosing a suggested resolution drawn UJ) in collo.bor.::i.tion with the 
American Jewish Conference, to be presented at your community meeting. We suggest 
that you do not use this resolution verbati~ . Use it sinij_)ly as a guide, bearin6 

in mind our demand to be heard at San Francisco in connection uith our plea that 
the gates of Palestine be opened to survivors of the European tragedy and the 
reco~sti tution of Palestine as a free and democratic Jmtlsh Commonwealth. 

Resolutions similar to this should be ado~ted by as many Jcpi sh onc1. non-Jewish 
organizations in your community as possible. We urt;e you t9 publicize as fully 
as possible these resolutions, and whe!l passed the text sho ·,,_lc~ be sent to 
The President , The White House, Washington, J . C. a..11.r~ to ~~1· . Dc7_uard R. Stettinius, 
Jr. , Secretary of State, Washington, D. C . 

.ci.L : FBP 
Enc . 



AHERICAN ZIO IST I™ERGE!JCY COuKCIL 

Draft of Resolution 

I 

As A.":1e ricans and. as Jm,,s , we greet the Conference of the United :inti 011s 

about to assemble in San Frrncisco to lo.y tl1e fo·mdations of a lastinr; peace c..nd 

we joL1 in j)r::wer , i th all li bert:..- lovint; Americans that a new world orcle-:t i.1ill 

realize the as::_)ira··~ions of civilized Men everyi.J.1ere for a \'JOrld society tlu ,t shall 

respect the ~-igni ty of man cmc. as~urP to all peoplen the right to live in peace 

and sec 1ri t:r • 

In vie ,r of the f2..ct that in the peaceful ana. orderly reconstruction of tl1.e 

wo~ld. rnd. its organi zc"ti C1Il :o r peace and security all peo'T)les are to :w.vn c), voice 

in. the c.eterr.·.ination of thP-ir own future , we ask that that ric;ht be cr~1tec also 

to the J c-1ish peo1)le so that the~r, liJ: lll ot;·.:.ers, shall "'Je heard in tl e councils 

of the nati~ns throu~;h their accredited re~r s n at·vcs . 

II 

In orcl.er to protect individual h1l1'lan ri ;its agai :- .st arbi tr::1.1:r violation , 

we asl: th~.t t~1c nations of the worlc". cnbod~r in the charter of tl1e ne\·.' societ:r to 

be fonnec1 an International :Bill of Ri .::;:1ts v:ii.ch shall guarentee : 

1 Full P-nd co'1J•lete protecti on of life ruid li1JertJ for the 
inhabitants of all countl~ies , ·rithout dist"' .. c~ ·.on o-f-' birt~1 , 
nationality , langu.c1ge , race or reli (:ion . 

2 - tT~equi vocal eq11.n.li ty of ri:~hts in lmr o.nd in fact for all 
t:i.e citi zen~ of e r.,r country. 

3 - The inalienable ri c;h t of ell reli ~ious, ethnic and culturcl 
grou.:is to :"1ll..intrin anr. fostrr their resj)ectiv'"' ,~roup iC:.enti­
t ies on tho basis of cq_uf',li t:r. 

III 

l!o aslr that all the ri 6h ts fomerl:r g r~nted to t~1e Je,, ish 'l')Cople i.n !]\:.rope 

be restored to t~1e:-1 , that al:!.. discriminr.tor,1 laws rmcl p ractices be ab r o::;a.te(.,_ and 

that destitute J ewish snrvi vars e nidec". to rehabili ta. ion and re settlc::10nt by 

the Unit eC. 1-rc,ti ons . 
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Ue ask that an end be nut to t.1e unbearable status of statelesi:;ncsc-; that 

all pro}?Crt;r confiscated and stolen by the Nazis anct their collaborc...tors be 

returned to their original ovmers; th~t war criminals be pu.nis~cd for all misdeeds 

comMitted in their m-rn countries and cgainst their ovm nntionals anc1. ag2.inst the 

peo~les subju~ated and enslaved in occuried lands. 

IV 

~he homelessness of the JeNi sh :pco:,le, its lack of a territory Fherc it may 

live ~s ~ matte r of right and not on suffera~ce, must co~e to an end; cnC for that 

purpose 2.nc!_ to achieve that enc_, the reconstruction of Palestine as a Jc,rish 

Commom·re['..lth is imperative. 

After the First World War, the solution of the probler,1 of the homelesrmess 

of the Jeuish 1Jeople through the reconstruction of Palestine as a J e,··4..sh Conu:1on­

wealth u a s recognized and approved b:}r 52 nati 0ns of the ,,,o rld_, inclu0.· n6 the 

Uni tee". States. On the basis of the covenant enterec1. in to with the J ewish })eople 

b~r the Le ':'..-:;Ue of Nations, the Jewish -peopln set • ts elf to the tn.sk of recreating 

and rebuilcUn~ its historic honeln.nc .. T .. 1at unc:tertaking was illeeall:r inter 1:"ted 

and. the efforts of the Jewish people thwarted. b~r t'1e trustee appointee un.c .. er the 

I-1andc'.te for Palestine. Today there is :•"' resented to the world the beuilc-e1~: .::: 

spect 2,cle of a peo ... le persecutec. anf_ hu.ntec'. , denied entrance into its oun cot_"ltry 

and force{ to become \ anc:..ercrs, stateless ant hor.wless. 

Unc1er the terns of the C 1ru:1berlain ~•fui t e Paper of 1939 , the c_oo1"'s of 

Palestine a1·e now swinging shut to all J e1-1i sh irnmigrc1tion and policy of a~p a se-

ment pro ulg8.ted at a time when the democracies Here yieldine to a {.:;ression , now 

comes to :1. shocking climax precisely "'hen the democracies advance to tritun:1.1 over 

aggression. 

i'Te as:: that the doors of Palestine be openec:1. nt once to the hu...r1c: reds of 

thou.s ~nds of Jewish wanc:erers who are strivinc to reach a haven of peace ana. 

s curit:r ~nd a sanctuary for national reconstruction. 
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V 

He~rtened by the a surances given to tle Jedsh peopl~ ~y t~e le~dP~s of he 

Uni tee. ·Jations and the wide-spren.d 1~ndo rsement of Jewish ai . s expresvecl b:,. le~ ders 

of reli ciot s 2.nd labor anc: liberal ::.en everywhere, we ask t h t these ussuro..nces be 

t ranslatec:1 with out delay in to t er:.is of reality. 

At this moment of decision, 1•·hen a world of freedom and justice is "aei:1 

constructed b:r the architects of t:1e peace, a just solution of the Jcuis~1 ;Jroblcrn 

cruinot ~:::;~in be postponed. Its r'.efermcnt cr-u.elly rnd noccilcssly proloncs the 

suffor::..n.=:;s of the Je :ish peoT)l , prejuc'ic8s the ac:1ievement of their raor2.l c?,s:)ira­

tions, viol~tes the pledees given to he~ an~ stands in er s~ contradiction to the 

universrl strivine for justice anc".. hur:1anity ·1hich is to rye the bcsis of th inter­

nati on.::-.1 orgrn1ization to be f 0unde l~. in San F:-a.ncisco. 
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AMERICAH ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairman of Local Emergency Committees 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

Date April 27, 19~5 

We have received requests from a. number of Local Emer,ge:11c:r Ocm:ittees in 
connection with their schea.uled 1v1ass Meetinbs for the text of a nm,• Resolution 
which shall deal specific!:!.lly with our Zionist objeoti ves, ['_l'ld a draft text 
is enclosed for your infornation and use if so de ire~. 

I f your mee t ing is tµider joint a.us:oices \jith the Arnericc.n Jeuis!1 Conference, 
you will at the same timA 11i sh to :"as,... an ac'ldi tional Resolution which will 
dec..l specifically with the Conference objectives . (Text of this resolution 
was sent to you with my memorandum of A:!)ril 3rd) . 

Copies of the Resolutions should be sent to : The P reside~1t , The l i tc House , 
1fashington , D. C.; The Secretary of State , Department of Stn.te , Washington, 
D. C. ; ancl The :British Ambassar'lor, The :British Embassy , WashLngton, D. C. 

AL:LI' 
Enc . 

'JJ 
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P.ESO!i ION 

ADOPTED AT RALIY FOR JEWISH RIGHTS 
LEWI SOHN STADIU!I, KEW YORK CITY 

SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 1945 

~ e greet the Conference of the United l!a.tions about to asaemblc in S 

Francisco to lay the foundations of a lr◄• ~ing peace; we join in prayer w:. th 

all liberty-loving Americans thn.t the aspirations of civilized a.nkind for a 

new ,-,orld order that shall respect the dignity of Man and assure to all peor:les 

the right to live in peace and security may be realized. 

i'THER:',AS, th~ soluti.'.m of the probleM of the homelessness of the Je,-,~ as 

a peo~le is integr~l to the es ablishrnent of a just and durable pence :md the 

nations of the world gave intrrnational rccocni tion at the end of the last ,,·ar 

throt, 6h the B:\lfour Declaration and the Mandate for Pale~tine to he ri i;::ht of 

the Je,rish people to re-es ablish their nat·onDl home in Palestine. 

WHEREAS, the situation of the e;i1rvi vol' of ..:.1 rope:m Je'-l!l"'Y whose full 

trage y has been revealed by our 11:rnratin.cr forces con inucs c lwni tc,, rn, end 

~fi:ERJ'..AS, great numbers of thns'-"' survi vars, homeless nnc:1 nprootec1
, and 

livin~ unt1Pr conditions of :physical and moral degradati.on neek the it;ht 1.nd 

opportunity to begin life again ainong their O•'n people in their o\·T ln.nd, and 

1'TH~JP.EAS. ienoring the humanitarian needs of the situation as well us 

the rights in ~rnutionally guaranteed to the Jewir-h people anc~ the'"'c i:n. rvivors 

of the nzi holocaust a.r still today prohibit"'d en ry into Palesti e, and 

grou~os of them are even bein,g transf0rred to new detention c~ps in rorth 

Africa, and 

\· iEREAS, he recent requesi of he Jewish Agenc;r for P lest in for 

additional immi ration certificates has been rej c ed by the British Govern-

ment thus prolonging 

these J) rsons. 

cessarilythe individual tra edy of every one of 

(more) 
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T!B?.EFOF.E, l3E IT ~.!.SOLVED t11Lt ::1 s G'•thering urges: 

1. The abolition forth\·ith of c1ll present restricti ns a nd 

lir1ita.ti0ns on free Jewir,h irr.···ir;rtttion in o Pale~tine 

an on the right of Jc-n• 1 ~ to 1 n:!"c~ase and settle on the 

land. the re. 

2 . The ir.i 1ecliate anno1.u1c ··!"lent by the re.3ponsi ble Power--; of 

th~ir deterr.iinR.tion to r~ccnstitute Pales inc n.,, a free 

• 

r:md derr.0cratic J!'wish Conr-onwealth in conr,onn.nce wi.tr. th~ 

underly int intent anr1 purpo:.c of the :Bn.lf011r !Jeclr r, .. ti on 

anc the Irandr~tc for Pnlesti.. e. 

The grant to the Jrwi~h A1,•Jn ,r for Pa.l<'stin •• of rel re-

snntatic~ nnd a voice in all int 0r ationnl ronfercnccs, 

inclu<Ung thnt at San Fr:ncisco, in 0-ll attcrs ~hich 

may affect the f ture st:tuG of Pale t'ne :t.nd J(':;ir.h 

rightR or interests there. 

We "lso urge that the Jews in libcri1.ted areas w}·o d sire to cMl'_,rate 

to Palcrtinc rnd to rebuild their liver'! in the J ,-,ish :nt'onAl Hor,e be i.vcn 

all possi le sC"istanc to thn end by t!1c Great PO\•'er£. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED t} at ri co~. J f this resolut on shn.11 be aent to 

the Preziden of the United Statrs, to the Seer ta~J of State, and to the 

Emb:?-s::dos in Washin,';ton of GrcP..t :Sri tn'in, he Union of Soviet Socia.li zt 

Republics Gnd the Republic of France. 

• 



AMERICAF-l ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL .. 
342 MADISON AVENl , NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

l~ 

To 

From 

v MEMORANDUM 

Chain:en of Local ~mergency Com~it ees 
~ ' 

.Arth 1r Lourie 
Pol~ticol Secretary 

April , , 19 5 

In CO'l''l">Ct,irm w:!.th th~ San Fr .. ~nci~co Conff'rcrcc, n: . . ;/' offici·:i.l del0,L,.tions 
repre$enting th~ ArP..b st--ites h2,ve come to this count r:· '.! d -:~rr: li1:nly, buth 
clurinr- nnf after t:1e S .. :"! :T1",ncinco Conference, to visit cif/orcnt cities 
for -rurroses of o:iti-Zionist rropa0and,·.. ,·!e ·ould nsk ycu to U['..t·;h out for 
any ::-r,eetint:; th· t mj r•ht 'b~ orGtnized on t:'1eir "oc wlf in yo r m-m cornu.nity 
and to take ai ro;1 ri3te nction with a vier.· to havin£"" t 1e ::iori..,t r!ic.1.o 
adeau.ctely re-presented. Pl :-ir.e h~CJl ·rn l nf om d of any sucl1 :'Lcti Yi t 0r. 

A,~0 rt fro::n the Art-b clelera i"ns, A: .ori can J)r0pa-c~nrU st n on thci r be;, lf 
h"ve been more ar·tive of lat~. :n p<..1.rti ul·~r, Dr., Jo1 n :Bt".dc[1.a of Ct1iro 
University , has bt1en addr("lsr~.ng audiences i~ cif:f'Arcnt ecnto:,:~~ • To <pwte 

one re ort rhich we have received., "Dr .. Badca is a.dr'1it :•n ~ un 1s11· ... lly 

'.G.el)t a c.oc,::(n,;: anc'I. twistin ~ q'J.er-t1.ons a11d fa .. ts. n PlE'·~ rc c pr :>rtr0d 
for td.m if he co .. es to ?·our com·:mni ty enc let ur.i h- vo a l'(' Jort of l:is 

adcJ r :--.s s. 

For your .i;uidmce I enrlos :.i co·, • of !J. lf•tt~r sent on h hal of t~10 

.Ar.,cri un Pale"tin Com!11i tee to .. de aocrct:.:-r.1 of a club in l>itt sb:.11\:, ... 1 

which had been adrlrosr ed b;,r Dr. :Sadeau. 
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April 19, 1945 

Dear Mr. : ------
Urs . Blcl..nche Shepard, Director of the Club Progrm:1 Scrvic(:), b.:-1 ~ }Jassed 
on to me your letter to h8r of April 5 h with reference +o the address 
by r. John S. Badeau and I hope I may be penni tted. to reply, 

i:::,.y I deal first Ni th your ccncluding para.graph with refe.i.~ence to promoting 
fr er migration into our O\lm a ,,ell an other countries. So f , r as the 
United States is concerned, however regrettable, it remains a f act that 
t }·! e rospect of obtaining an nmendment of our immi ·ra ion lawn such as 
·:ould penni t a su.bstRntial i!!'lmigration of J ews into this country is so 
remote as to make the proposal meaningless as a r listic c0~1trib11.tion to 
the :1roblem. You are possibly nuare of he ver:,r e .. nhatic rC'3olution on 
his sub .. 1oct of the Veterans I Orcanization ancl there is n , ci.oubt that their 

vle., is shared also by larGe sections of oninion in this count1·y. Even the 
~re :-• t labor organizations, which have b0en warmly r,ym11uthotic to the re­
cstublishr:nent of the Je••1ish Ne .. tion~l Homo are stron,:lY or:)o r,c ".. to imr.i i .; ra­
ti on into this country. Ind&ed. on the basis of a nn.tiorn-ric.c tou!· , ·hich I 
h:wo recently :nadc . I believe thri.t a :propat;anda Ct1mpaicn clirectct towards 
liberalizing the immigration laws would. ha\re as its first result :i stronf~ 
re c-ction by way of a ,,,idespreact increase in anti.- emtism here. 

As to immigration to oth r countries. as you no doubt .know, President 
Roosevelt , as res·pon ible in 1938 a.no also in 1943 for two int 0rnatiunal 
conferences, at Evian and. '.Bemudt:•, which scoured the ma in the hope of 
finding places of refuge for the tor 'ired Jr>ws of EuroJ>E1• The no con­
ferences created a good deal of fanfr-re but their practical c'.,Chievor1 ent 
was ebsclutely nil. Only the other -1 ·1:-1 a South African friend of ':line 
we.s telling me how in 1937 a, boatlo['c' 0f 500 Je ~s from Germu.ny 3.rri ving 
in that lar.r;e and under-populnte cm:•1. tr~r was received with such hos­
tility that the gov rnment forthwith nacted lei lation virtual l y 
prohibiting fu• her Jewish i m~i&ration. The position in the South 
American countries is not riuc .. better. It is im1)ossible tl erefore to 
lnll one I s conscience anr lor1ger with vague hopes of finding t orri tori es 
to ··,hich Jewo mey emigrate. One is driven to th inescapabl conclusion 
thc:. t the undertakinr- at ho end of the last war to est gblish a national 
home for the Jc ,1ish people to which such of them[<" TT1ay wirfr to __;o shall 
be entitled to enter as of right, is the onlJ answer. 

The J ws in Palestine have shown what, if given th opportunity, t l1ey arc 
c.ble o do. Their colonizing achievement th0rr is uniq_ue in the history 
of mir,rations anc settlement. Nor hns this been done ~t the expense of 
injustice to the local Arab population. The lattf'r have br•nnfi tee~ ereatly 
fron Jewish develo~ment, and their standards of livin tod .~~ arc vastly 
superior to those of the f llahin in E t where, as !)r. !ktc.e:.u \·Till know, 
last year in the upper Nile Vally alon 175.000 died from a comb nation 
of malnutrition nd mblaria. 
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Coning to what Dr. Badeau described as the "actual Politicc.l and 1,:;;;cholorical 
s;tu:- ticn, 11 it is of vital ir.rportanco to r e:-:"enbe r thci. t :-1h ilP nnti-Zio ist Ar~;.b 
lP-f'.dcrs leC::. by the not orious Mufti of J erusalem have, ever cince t~-e la~t \'ctr. 
helcl out dire threats of what would happen if Jcwisl-t tAttlcr-1ent zhould cori+i,·1uc, 
the Arabs tod~y accept as an accomplished fact the 600,000 J ovs nm1 in Pal<'s­
t:i.ne , as against the 80 , 000 in 1920, even though they o1,posocl at eC!.ch suc­
cessive stage the increase to the prese~t numbers. If the propos2.l for the 
estA-tli shment of a Jewish Commom\·eal th \•'ere carried through \'.'i th dPtnrminati 0n 

;1ncl speed , the Arabs woulr. in the end J_j keui so accept the acco .:pli nhed fact 
of the exis ence of that Co:nmom,,ea.l th. The Arnb countries of the Iiddle Eas 
:::.re for the most part sparsely 1.opulated nnd greatly underdoveloJ ec•• Their 
covc1"!lm~nts arf' ur.stable and the masses of their porulr•tio!1 live in brckward­
nc"s and poverty. The Jews in Pale~tine can serve, a.nr.. h:1.v0 1;,lrc2.dy begun to 
c"o so, as e. creativP ,.nr civiiizi ng influonce for the whcle of thn.t rer-;ion. 
Any solution. h::>••rever. cr.J1 be premised only (m r:. stron • fir:::.l:,,r rooted Jewish 
national entity in Palestine. 

Civilization owes it to the Jot.rish reo::110 to sec th.:-t the rrc,.t t:.rork initiated 
at the end of the last war with t he endorse.11ent not only o the Lcac:-ue of 

a.tions but also of our Government anc .. pcopl r:', is bronr;ht to a Gucces'"ft l 
conGl us i on. 

:I~,.y I say in cone us ion thrit I u1ders .and Dr .. Bo.dea~1. "'ho ;_ s m,,_ant'.'; pcecher. 
in nr..1.ny centers • n opposition to Zi oni rn, 1 n c 11 th ye.-..rs th .... t ho ,-,r1 ~ in 
E,,.,.,,pt did not feel it necessary to see so.net! ng of the remar.·rn.ble 1ork of 
Jcwi sh Pal es tine next door.. Had he c",one o, fe l he ,-rcnlc1 .lc;V8 ioun, the re 
E'- useful corr ct i Ye to the threatening words to which he r. ,·1 o.rcntl~· {'D.Ve heea. 
in Cairo. He "'ouJ.d h ve seen the splendid cons ructive acr..i,.,VC'' c,1t of people 
ilio, but ·for the c nport iven the Zionist idea by the nations of the world · 
t\lent,r-fi ve years ago, ,.-,oula certc\i nly have , llen victim to "'i tlr·r 1 s con­
ce'l'lt ra ion cwnps. Would that it ha,~ been !:'li lli ens and not hunc.rcds o thou­
st:J1ds who hac thus been saved 

Yours aincerely, 

··r,,-1 .rd L,. L Sourd 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chai rmcn of Loci1l Emergency Cor:11:ii t teos 

Arthu:· L012ric 
Politicol Secretary 

Date \foy 1 , 19-15 

I~ R~ccnt cven:-s havP- d.crnonstrnted. beyond. q· r.r.ti-in that we ::11st f; re ,.:..t ly L:1cr -ase 
our cff0rts to sec 1.re the understnnrl"n,; and. acti,re s11.n~~1or of Chrir: ti_:1..n 
A.,er~.c on behalf of t he Zionist pror,rwn . 

A. 3ri ti sh propa . HnC.a act i vi ti P-S ;.• re being lnau~r['..t ed desi.c;ned to co1:v1.·1c8 
~- • bl • • • 

A1 1l0l":.Car.1. })U .... :c OpJ. !~J.011 

1. .i.i1at P:: lestine C:'nnot tr:~:e i: nny r:orc Jc~,,s th n.n a severely 
lini tna. number. 

2. Th .. 1.t the Jews of Europe are th sel (! or-r:,osf' t0 mi ., r Li. ion 
to Pc1lertine . 

3. Th;1.t to enforce t 1 e e t~blish:nent of PalE>stine es a Je\·rish 
Cot 1onwen.J.th will c~ ... usc blo<J shec1 ::.n wr ... ich the liYOG of 
;118.n~r Amor5. cnn so l di er:. wi 11 be lo~ t . 

B. Ar?vb J)ro-r1ar;n.:-:ida. r.1cti vi ties ( throu~h I3eclean anrl oth<?r f'missari9s) ,._'i1 

b0; n[; l.c:t1:-ic:1ed.; anC larr.c ~,r .. have oc!1 r.tade av-1 :..able to the ~r,, 
c .. elcr[:.tio:i a tte~di nr, thr' Sc!1 FrP-nci~co Conference for 11 oaucu.tio!- ~ .".Le: 
entert"irt·•1en.-t. " Arn prOT;a, Rn-t._1, o""f c ,:, r re to be or,enec in P. :--.,1:1~,c1· 

of J:...2:. c ri can cit i es. . 

C. Govf'rrunent officials in hi i:..h places h~\ve indicated t' at st roni; C:~;:_i ~ '- l?.~ 
1n·esf'ure fo r t1. Jew-t .-..h Con:no!1, .. ~-al th is nPor..c1.~ to s11ur F deral , ~~ti 01. r. 
b Ph"•J. +"' of a J ewi $l' Pules tine. 

Unlc ... f. the Zia i~ts aro fir t to or,()"a,:iio, dn and nw .. int:--i!1 the- s/r'f) .. t y 
2 C. ;:.,cti rl ty of he leaders of Am :·i c; n Chris endon for our l,a,rne , o·u· 
1.wr ·: ·li1.l become {"rerJtl:r C0"11)J.ico.tec1., n.nd an attr->111r,t \:ill m·1.d.e , 
throu.;-· -,_ cleve r b;1t insic~ious c1. cl vicio,rn .1t ,.c. s \•1hi h 1vi11 c levcl-:'..e<l 
cgn.ins c us, tn rencl.e r our uiM$ s ~spect. 

!I. In Everz_Ari(u·icnn Cor11nmnity D.."1. A:no ric,sn Christian Palestine Com-:1ittee .\.1. t 
be I :-11mC1.:1.i:_,te.~.7 Orgtmizec . 

A. Pu!'?)oce~ : mhee!e corn"1i ttE" s shn.11 b the inst:.., r1ent thro i&i whi.ch 
un u~ll --
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1 . E~ucate and win Christian religious ad lay le ders to the 
cause of a J e ,i sh Com"l1onweal th; n na - -

2 . AssiRt in activitirs desi~ned to help ach~ev~ both our 
imrned.iatc and long-tenn got .. l. 

III. Your first job is to appoint a special chainn::m in your loco.l !'ner..,.ency 
Co;1r ~i 1 to head. up this wor;i:. ?, .. , ret 1rn m::.i 1 , on the card enclo so( .. ·~or 
~roP .. r rom.reni en ~e, se c1. ~1."' the nn':'le of this nan. Choose your ;"'est c:r, ::.· 
Be~1tr .. ti v .. who cnn do the ,:ob. 

Enc . 

As so on as we r,e-t thr nar-,e of ~rour hrd r :n , !18 will b-=- cent n. :ro.n110.l 
on Or:_;·..nizati0n for A"!1eric"n 0111·:ati:•n !'ri.le.,tine Co.n.,-,ittee wor~:. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To . Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date May 21, 19L1.5 

From .. Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

IMPORT.ANT -- NOT FOR P LICATIO r 

Following our memorandum of May 1st entitled "Basic Memorand tm Organi_zing Christian 
Action on Behn.lf of Palestin_£, 1r we present a report of what 1:1Ci.s a.one in Boston , 
culminating in the American Christian Palestine Conference held thore on April 9th. 
We submit it as an example for your inform&tion of ,,,hat excellent work can be 
done in this field. 

Immediate opening of the gates of Palestine, its reconstitution a.s a fre e and 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth, and a demand that the Jewish case b ,J heard at 
San Francisco, were urged by more than 800 outstanding leaders of the Christian 
community of Boston at the American Christian Palestine Conference i:i.old April 9th 
at Hotel Statler. The Conference, called by the Americcl!l Palestine Committee and 
the Christian Council on Palestine, took place under the sponsorship of Governor 
Maurice J. Tobin of Massachusetts; Senators Leverett M. Saltons all and David I. 
Walsh of Massachusetts; Congressman John ~:r . HcCormack , Majority Leader of the 
U. s. House of Representatives; Archbishop Richard B. Cushing (Catholic); Bisho~ 
Lewis O. Hartman (Methodist); Bishop W. Appleton Lawrence (Episcopalian) and 
Charles Francis Adams. 

The Conference was divided into three sessions: an afternoon forum which began 
at 2: 30 P .M., a women I s forum and tea which began at 3: 00 P .M. , and a dinner 
meeting which began at 6:30 P.M. Hore than 40i of the Conference participants 
attended all three sessions. 

Speakers at the Conference were Dr. Carl J. Friedrich, Profes sor of Government, 
Harvard University; Dr. Walter Oley Lowdermilk, author u.nd as sistant of the Soil 
Conservation Bureau, TJ. S. Department of AGri culture; Dr. Vendel 1 Phillips, 
Pastor of Christ Church, Bye, N. Y.~ Dr. c .. ~rl Hermann Voss, Executive Secretary, 
Christian Council on Palestine; Mrs. Walter Clay Lowdermilk ; Mrs. Charles E. 
Wyzansky, an organizer of the Youth Aliyah movement; Con~res sman John M. Coffee 
of Washington; Dean Howard M. LeSourc:1_, Di rector, Arr.eri elm Pal t-.s tine Cammi ttee; 
and Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Director, Commission on Palestine Surveys. 

The interest in the Conference and the response of the community itself was 
remarkable, in view of the fact that the American Pale tine Committee and the 
Christian Council on Palestine concentrated their efforts on a selected cross­
section of less than 2,000 Boston Christian leaders. The attached resolution 
was adopted and copies were sent to President Truman, Secretary of State 
Stettinius, all members of the delegation at San Francisco, and to Senators and 
Representatives from Massachusetts . 

Newspaper coverage was excellent. In some newspapers the Conference and its 
demands made the front page against the competition of war ne~s from Europe. 

At the clos~ of the Conference, the entire attendance constituted themselves into 
the American Christian Palestine Committee and a slate of officers was elected to 
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follow the progrrun adopted by the Conference. Governor Tobin of Massachusetts 

;Jc cc t ed the che.i r.nanshi;, of this co-nmi t tee • 

...,. - - - -
The reacticn of the Jewish community of Boston to the Conference wen splenrid. 

The prect i ge of the Zi onist movement was consiclerably heic;h'tened in Bos+,on as e. 

rcs·1Jt, cJnd a few of the Jewish guests at the Conference (they were limitea. to 20 

in n1 :nbPr) lat or offered to finar1ce completely m1y meetings that mi,:;ht 'be held in 

tr.e f 1rct,re unc.er the sponso rshlp of Ch:ri s ti 'tn and non-sect.:11•1-[m gro:1pc- , so th t 

o~r ~rogrcL~ could be carried out as ~idely as po~sible. 

J\L' 1!1:BP 
:'"!.inc~ 
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American Christian Palestine Committee 
85 Devonshire Street 
Boston 9, Massachusetts 

!bclaration Adopted by the American Christian Pale~tine Conference 
of Boston Meeting at Hotel Statler, Boston , April 9, 194fi . 

Presented by the Rev. David R. Hunter, Chairman of 
the Findings Committee whose members a re the 

Rev. Donald Lothro p , 11!~. John McLaren , 
Dean Jesse B. De.-Vib, and ~lss Lucille Eaves. 

We meet on the eve of the forging of the peace. 

C 
0 

p 
1 

As American citizens, a.s Ch~ist:.. ans v1ho hold that the welfare of humDnity 

is the profound. goal of true ci ti zensbJ.:p and who str>nd ready to suppo rt the leaders 

of the United l!ntions in their hi s toric task to establish a social orcl.er in which 

all p eoples, largo and small, may live in :peace and secu ri t~,, 1.,.re have gathered 

here today in this American Christi n,,.-:. Pc1.lec-tine Conference. 

We believe that one of the fundamental problems f a cing the world todBy is 

the 1>roblem of rehabilitating the peoples who have been crushed by Fascist ag­

gression . We hold that one of the challenging issues of our time is the homelessness 

of the Jewish :peo:9le . Rehabj_litation for these surviving vic:.:i.ms of Hitlerism 

must be the first task in the United Nations' reconstruction nf socj_ety. 

Out of the crucible of the last World War and in recogni tion of the 

historic connection of the Jewish people with Palestine came the p romise of the 

civilized world embodied in the Balfour Declarati on. That promise, maJe by Great 

Brit ain after consultation with the United States and other Allied nations, was 

incorporated in the League of lJa.tions Mandate for Palestine which designated 

Great Britain ns the tnistee charged. with tho obligation for its fulfillment. 

In relie,nce upon thut solemn covenant, the Jewish people returned to 

Palestine to join those of their brethren who h at never left the land of Isr;J.el. 

There they worked a modern miracle. A land made derelict by centuries of neglect 

became an oasis in the midst of waste. They turned marshes into fertile fields , 

made barren hills fruitful with forest and orchard, a.rove out pestilence and 
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disease, and brought to a people struggling in the morass of medieval feudalism 

all the blessing3of the Western world. 'Ihey created in those great vastnesses 

of feudal reaction the sole bastion of democracy in the Middle East. When the 

second World War erupted, that bulwark held firm against the enemy. 

The contribution by Jewish Palestine alone to the cause of the United 

Nations is one of the glorious chapters of this war. The enlistment in this war 

of tens of thousands of young men and women from Palestine represented in pro­

portion to the population the largest voluntar_y enlistment from any country in 

the world. 

Put this promise, l 1.pon the basis of which the Jewi ~h people poured out 

their lives, their t reasurc azid -:;heir vitality was, through political expediency, 

grad.1.1ally ,.,hi ttled down. In 1939, as a last capitulation to the forces of 

ag,r-'!:"ession, the policy of appcaserr.e::it 11hose seed was sown at Munich rea.c.b.ed the 

f11:i.l flower of infamy in the Cha.'11,_•~ "!"l 'J .. :.n ·l"foi te Paper. It was issued as a gesture 

cf a::::,peasem0nt to certain Arab leP,i9rs 11ho, influenced and supported by Hitler 

and i1ussolini, sought to whip up their people against the :British and the Jev•s . 

Rer,ognized as the last relic of the Munich era, this act reversed the very 

objectives of the Mandqte for Palestine. It was never assented to by the United 

States whose assent to any modification of the Ma'1date is required. It was, in 

the words of Winston Churchill, a 11 plain breach of a solemn obliga ion." 

Now as we meet in sight of victory in this second World War, we ask the 

ci,rilized world to right this wrong and fulfill this great promise. At this 

moment of decision when the world of freedom and justice is being constricted 

by the architects of the peace, a just solution of the Jeiish problem cannot 

again be postponed. 

We ask that when the democratic leaders of the world meet in the councils 

of nations, the Jews be given an op~ortunity to be heard. No decision with regard 

~ Palestine can be valid without a Jewish re.J2.!'esent ation in the deliberations 

which determine that decision. 
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We ask that pending the finnl peace the gates of Palestine be o~enei now. 

The broken remnants of European Jewry may thus rebuild their shatt c:c .d lives i~.1 

Pru.e c tine where they will be welcome as nowhere el s e i n the) vrorJ.a.. 

I!l accord with America's traditional polic:,- of sup ort for J c:wish aspirt•,­

tions in Palestine, reaffirmed and. reenforced by the platforms of bot-: r,1.-=i,jor 

poli ticul parties a:1d by an ovel"'.A!helming mo.jori ty of the memberc of Congr ess, 

,;e re s-pectfully ac.dress ourselves to the Presid0nt cf thG Uni teC: Stat.es with the 

earnc~t plea to use his good offices, as pronisod by hi~ in his historic stateMents 

b 1;fore 0nd after Yalta, in assuring earl;;r E'.nd definitive n.cti c.,n on Pales tine. 

In :pursua.'T1.ce of our convict5.ons here st ated, .,,,e now or1::;n.~ized ourselves 

i nto the Americun Christian Pale s tine Co:-ri 1ittee of Boston a11d dedicate o n·selves 

to the task of achieving jue-tice for thi s traei cr,17 y ·oetr:.;,yecl peopl e . We call 

upon our merr,bers to bend their effortn, ino.i :-idit.:tl 1.y :md collectivel~r , to this 

end. 

We call upo!1 our members to urge upon tr1 orgc:mizations to "',h .:. ch thsy 

".)olong- -- ci vie, political, and fraternal -- t o joi.n wl th them in ay:·,)er,1in:"' to 

the Pr8sident, to the State Departm"3nt , to their chosen re1,,· esentati voa in Cont;rer.::; , 

and to the American delegate s to the San Francisco Conference , to support t:· em in 

t lis great campai · for human li ert'..ti')n. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORAND 

To., Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date May 21, J.911 5 

From Arth,.1r Lourie 
Political Secretary 

Under the auspices of the American Christian Palestine CorJmi ttee a letter 
has gone forward to the Senators anr:l. Re:presenta.ti ve s of the United States 
Congress requesting them to sign a let te r to the President which urges 
that immediate steps be taken to open Palestine to unrestrict ed Jewish 
immigration and. to establish Palestine as a free and democratic Je••lish 
Commonwealth. 

Copies of the letters and enclosures are attached hereto. 

To buttress the activities of the A~ericnn Christian Palestine Committee 
and to ensure a majority of signatories from both Houses, Chairmen of 
Local Emergency Committees throughout tee country can cooperate in making 
this a successful undertEJting by: 

1. Seeing to it that several influential memb ers of each 
community write personal letters to their Congres~men 
stating that they unders and tha t the A~erican Christian 
Palestine Committne has s.ent snch a letter and urging 
them to join the othe~ members of Congreos in signin . it; 

2. Calling a special meeting of the Local Emergency Comr·i ttee 
at which a resolution should be passed urging the Repr 
sentatives and SenHtore to sign. The r esolution should 
bear the names of local conr-iitt ee meMbers. 

Please do not publicize this nroject in any way at present . As soon as 
the results are tabulated we will send ;-rou a full report and ci recti veo 
for further action. 

AL: C ·1H 
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Dear Senator: 

UNITED ,..,TATES SENATE 

Washington, D. C. 

May 18, 1945 

The American Christian Palestine Committee is request­
ing the Senators to sign a letter to President Truman, in 
Ybich it is urged ttat immediate steps be taken to open 
Palestine to Jewish immigration and pave the way for a 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

~e have considered the reintroduction of the resolution, 
which we offered in 1943 and 1944, but we have decided that 
a letter of this kind to the President is better at this time. 

In the war in Europe, which has happily come to a close, 
the United Nations had no more vigorous and sacrificing Allies, 
in proportion to their numbers , than the Jews of Palestine. 
They gave their lives and their wealth to further the war 
against Hitler. Now that the peace is in the making , it 
appears that the Jew again may be made a football of power 
politics , but this , in the interests of the welfare and 
freedom of mankind , must not continue. Palestine as a 
homeland has been promised to the Jews, and they need and 
deserve it now. 

We feel that this subject should be brought as force­
fully as possible to the attention of the President , and 
ur ge our colleagu~s to sign this joint letter. 

Very sincerely yours , 

Robert F. Wagner 

Robert A. Taft 



A MERICA~ U HRISTIAN P ALESTINE C o_1_11TTE 
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American Palestine Committee 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
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NEW YORK 17. N . Y. 

~f RRA • HILL 2-4017 

]t · y 18, 1915 

The American Christian Palestine Committee, expressin wi e­
spread Christian conviction, believes that every effort must be 
made no~ to fulfill the international promises made to the J s 
concerning their national homeland in Palestine. 

The Nazi reg::-:ne in the course of its monstrous campaign of 
systematic murder and torture has almost annihilated the Jewish 
com unities of Europe and for millions of Jews , the end of the v1ar 
in Europe comes too late. Horrible di3closure~ concerning the 
Buchemrald, Maidenek, Oswiecim and other prison and concentration 
camps have shocked the civilized world. Hitler waged his ar 
against the helpless Jews of Europe with a barbarity and determina­
tion which we in this country have only now be'"'Lm fully to realize. 
At this moment we must do all w c n to insure justice to the remnant 
of European Jewry and make impossible a repetition of this tragedy . 

Therefore, we are asking the members of the House of Repre­
sentatives to sign th0 enclosed letter addressed to President Truman 
as a current reiteration of our traditional national policy. The 
party platforms of both Republicans and Democrats affirm their 
~upport of the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigra­
tion and colonization so that in accordance with the full intent an 
purpose of the Balfour Declaration, Palestine may be constituted as 
a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

The Honorable John W. cCormack, Democratic leader, and the 
Honorable Joseph Martin, Republican leader, have alrea y affixed 
their signatures. Your support throu h the signing of this letter 
will be greatly appreciate by Americans who are deeply concerned 
about justice for the Jews and t he peace of the world. 

For your convenience an a dressed stampc envelope is en~losed 
for the return of the sine letter. 

Thanking you for your cooperation, ws are 

Howar . LeSourd 
Co-Director 

Helen Gahagan Douglas 
rational Secretary 

Carl Hermann Voss 
Co-Director 
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Jrrsihrnt nf tqr Jlnitrh ~:tutrs 



i\ fjrttrr tn tqt 

Jrrnihrut nf t4r Uttitrh ~tatrn 

Dear Mr. President: 

victorious close of the war in Europe makes it 

timely and urgent to address you now on a subject which may well be the 

testing ground of our determination to achieve a stable peace based on justice 

and equality. 

The story of the monstrou atrocitie perpetrated by the Nazis needs 

no repetition. The Jewish people were deliberately ingled out for wholesale 

annihilation and in this suffered beyond all oth r peoples. Civilization owes 

it to th Jewish people to s e th t the great work of reconstituting Pales-­

tine as the Jewish Commonw alth initiated at the end of the last war, with 

th end r en1 nt of the League of Nations and of our Government and peo, 

ple, is brought to a successful conclusion. 

E ery President of the United States since Woodrow Wilson has re, 

affirm d the support of th Atn ri an Gov rnmcnt for th rest ration of the 

Jewish National Home. The United State Congr s as early a 1922, en, 

dorsed that policy. The appr val was reaffirm d by the American,British 

Conv ntion of 1924. Th tw major American political parties in 1944 de, 

dared at their respectiv national convention their upport of this policy, 

and thirty--three of ur St t r pre enting eighty,five percent of the Ameri, 

can p putt~ n ha c im ilarly gon n r cord thr ugh re olutions ad pt d 

by th ir resp tiv Legislature , in supp rt f J wi h aspirations in Palestine. 



All efforts to find refuge for the uprooted Jews of Europe have be 'n 

fruitless. It is apparent that the un<le1 taking :it the n 1 of th • Lt ' t wLu- t ) 

establish Palestine as a national home for the Jewish people is the only an wer. 

The Jews have shown what they arc able to r ate in heir an e tral 

ho111e, both as colonizers in peace and as allies in war. Their record in both 

respects is superb. They have established a sound economy. Their achiev-­

ment in industry, agriculture and public works are proof that the land they 

are so admirably reclaiming can absorb all who seek a home there. Their 

single--minded devotion to the Allied cause, and their contribution of blood 

and toil which in Palestine is out of all proporti n to their numb r, consti-­

tute an outstanding chapter in the hi tory of our co1nmon struggle. 

Mr. President, we belie that the ti1ne for action is now. We re pect-­

fully urge, now that hostilities in Europe have ceased, that all pow rs of our 

Government be exert d toward the immediate fulfilln1ent of that policy to 

which America is so deeply committed. We • r s ly request you t u 

your influence with the Governn1ent of Great rit in, the Mandatory for 

Palestine, to open forthwith th doors of Pale tin to unrestricted Jewi h im-­

migration and colonization; and we hope that you will urge all inter ted 

govern1nents to join with the United States towa1 d the end of cstabli bing 

Palestin as a free and den1ocratic Jewish Co1nmon ealth at th arlie t 

possible time. 

To the attainment of th e nd - which ha th endorsem nt of 

the American people - we pledge you our upport. 

Respectfully yours, 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To · 

From 

MEMORANDUM 
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees 

Date 
May 21, 19~-5 

Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

IMPORT.ANT -- NOT FOR PT.T.BLICATION 

Following our memorandum of May 1st entitled ":Basic Memorandum Organizing Christian 
Action on :Seho.lf of Palestine," we present a report of what w~s a.one in Boston, 
culminating in the American Christian Palestine Conference held there on April 9t~ 
We submit it as an example for your information of what excellent work can be 
done in this field. 

,.... - - - -
Immediate opening of the gates of Palestine, its reconstitution as a free and 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth, and a demand that the Jewish case b0 heard at 
San Francisco, were urged by more than 800 outstanding leaders of the Christian 
community of Boston at the American Christian Palestine Conference h8ld April 9th 
at Hotel Statler. The Conference, called by the A.r.ierican Palestine Committee and 
the Christian Council on Palestine, took place under the sponsorship of Governor 
Maurice J. Tobin of Massachusetts; Senators Leverett M. Sal tonstal 1 and Dav!.d I. 
Walsh of Massachusetts; Congressman John W. McCormack, Majority Leader of the 
U.S. House of Representatives; Archbishop Richard B. Cushing (Catholic); Bishop 
Lewis O. Hartman (Methodist); Bishop W. Appleton Lawrence (Episcopalian) and 
Charles Francie Adams. 

The Conference was divided into three sessions: an afternoon forum which began 
at 2:30 P.M., a women's forum and tea which began at 3:00 P.M., and a dinner 
meeting which began at 6:30 P.M. Hore than 40~ of the Conference participants 
attended all three sessions. 

Speakers at the Conference were Dr. Carl J. Friedrich, Professor of Government, 
Harvard University; Dr. Walter Olay Lowdermilk, author and assistant of the Soil 
Conservation Bureau, U. S. Department of Agriculture; Dr. Wendel 1 Phillips, 
Pastor of Christ Church, Bye, N. Y.~ Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, Executive Secretary, 
Christian Council on Palestine; Mrs. Walter Clay Lowdermilk; Mrs. Charles E. 
Wyzansky, an organizer of the Youth Aliyah movement; Congressman John M. Coffee 
of Washington; Dean Howard M. LeSourd, Director, American Pal estine Committee; 
and Dr, Emanuel Neumann, Director, Commission on Palestine Surveys. 

The interest in the Conference and the response of the community itself was 
remarkable, in view of the fact that the American Palestine Connnittce and the 
Christian Council on Palestine concentrated their efforts on a selected cross­
section of less than 2,000 Boston Christian leaders. The attached resolution 
was adopted and copies were sent to President Truman, Secretary of State 
Stettinius, all mombers of tho delegation at San Francisco, and to Senators and 
Representatives from Massachusetts. 

Newspaper coverage was excellent. In some newspapers the Conference and its 
demands ma.de the front page against the competition of war news from Europe. 

At the close of the Conference, the entire attendance constituted themselves into 
the American Christian Palestine Committee and a slate of officers was elected to 
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follow the progrc,m adopted by tr e Conff'rence. Governor Tobin of Massc..-chus tts 

accCJ)ted the chair.nanship of this ccmni ttee. 

- - - - -
The reacticn of the Jewish community of Boston to t _e Conference vPG sple~did. 

~he proctige of th0 Zionist movement was consider~bly hei 6·htened in Bo3~on as u. 

r 8.3 l:; , c:ind a few of the Jewish guests at tne Conf8rence ( they were li.ni tei5. to 20 

~-r --: 1 ~_11 'i--,., r) later offered to finance completely t.ny meetings that rnit;. t b held i!"l 

tl-- c f·~t·l,re unc .. er the sponsorship of Ch:cisti1.n and non-sectarian gro1
111c.- , so tt t 

o;.:..r 1-rof;rn.r.1 could be carried. out a~ wtd.ely as possi 'ble. 

Bnco 



Americ;, Christian Palestine Comrni tt~e 
85 Devonshire Street 
Boston 9, f.assachuse: tts 

lbclaration Adopted by the American Christian Pa.lesti:1e Confer,:; ce 
of :Bos~on Meeting at So tel Statler , :Bos ton, April 9, 194.!:i . 

Prosented by the Rev. David R. Hunter, Chairman of 
the Findings Committee whose momb0rs are the 

Rev. Donald Lothro p , Ur . John McLar en , 
Dean Jesse B. Df::..vie, and Miss Lucille En.ver.. 

We meet on the eve of tl1e forging of the peace . 

C 
0 

p 
7 

.As AmArican citizens, as Ch:!.'istians who hold th.rt the ,rel::arc of h·..1111~riity 

iG the pro.L"ound goal of t:·ue citi z'!nchip and \''ho st , r.d rer.dy to s~1:nrort h0. leo..d.e:::-s 

+'th -r•td°?\Tt• • t'-- • ·• J • ·, ~ +1,..] • ., 1 ' • hih o~ 8 uni B »C 1O11S 1~ r1Slr Illt GU~l~ ~~S~ uO CSvUL .:S~ a SOC1a or .or 1U ~ C 

all peo1,les , l&rge ar.1.d cmall , may 11 re in e::ice ani s~r.:·,.· :i:-5. t~ , t.,re .have 6athered 

hore today in this American Christin.., Pr l~rti:r1.e Conferc·,ce o 

We believe that on0 of the funtw.1. 1)~.!.t.'.l"' pj. ob m:.-; f .1ci!le the world tod, y is 

the 1)roble 1 of rehabilitating the -peor.les w .. o h, :ve -n crti.shed. by Fascist ·:r.._ 

g1 es~3ion . 'Te hold that one of the challenl"inc; i s,.1es of our tirie is the ho.:ilclf'asrns,; 

of thP. Jewish peonle. Reh~bili tati0n for thene surviving vi0-'- i.~"i of ~Ii tlcrL rr. 

must be the first task in the United rations I r econst::11ction 0f '"ocie ;t . 

Out of the crucible of the last forld var and in r ecor.ni tion of the 

historic connection of the J m-.rish peo:ple with Palestine came he :r:ro;.1iso of the 

civilized wo rlcl er.1bodied in the Bal::our Declarli.ticn. Ttat pro:-ni ae , maC:e y Groat 

:Britain after cons1.1 ltation with the United S ates anc. other Allied n~1 tions, w,·s 

incorroro.tcd. in the League of 1;ations ur..date for Pale~ tine which desi enated 

Great Britain as the trust re charecd. with th; obligation for its fulfillment . 

In reliance upon that Golornn covenant, t.he Je~•:::. sh people r eturned to 

Palestine to join those of their brethren who hcl. nG "e left +.he land 0f Isr:1el . 

There they work d a modern . iracle . A la...11d made derelict by centur!es of nec;lect 

became an oasis in them dst of waste . Th€y turned marshes into fertile fields , 

made bar ren hills fr11i tful with forest and orcharc. , drove cut pec-tilence id 
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disease, and broueht to a people struggling in the morass of medieval feudalism 

all the r)le~sin~ of the We8tern world. 'Ihey created in those greL'.t vastness 0s 

of feudal reaction the sole bastion of democracy in the Middle Ea.t. When the 

second ~'Torld War cru:ptea .• that bulwark held firn a ~ainst the enem~, . 

The contribution by Jc\.iish Palestine alone to the cause of t h e United 

Nati ons is one of the glorious che.pters of this wur. The enlistment in this war 

c,f tens of thousands of young men and ~-romen fro m Palestine represented in pro­

portion to the populati on the largest voluntary enlist~ent from any country in 

t h e world. 

But this promise, upon the basis of whicl'." the J ewi ~h peor,le poured out 

their lives, their t rea3urc ru d their vitality ~-,as, throup;h poli tico.l expediency-, 

grad1.1ally ,,,hi ttled down. I n 1939, c!.~ a las t capitula ti on to t he forces of 

aggression, the policy of appeasement whose seed was sown at Munich reached tl e 

full flower of infamy in the Chamberlain White :Pa.per. It waR issued as a ge ::; t u re 

of aIJI)ea seM0nt to certain Arab leaders ,..ho, influenced and support ed by Hitl er 

and iiussolini, sought to whip up thP-ir peo :ple agciinst the British and the J a·.-·s . 

Re cognized as the last relic of the Muni ch era , this act rever,.ecl the v c r-J 

0'."1 jectives of the Mandate for Pales ti ne. It v.ras neve r as s ented to c;," the United. 

States whose assent to any mor ifj_ca ion of the Ma~da.te is reqi; ired. It was , in 

the words of Winston Churchill, a 11 plain breach of a sol emn obliga tion ." 

Now as ,..,e meet in sig.11.t of vict c rrJ in t his second forl d War, v,e ask the 

civilized world. to right this wrong ana. ful f iil this grea t promise. At this 

moment of decision when the world of freedom and justice is being constricted 

by the architects of the peace, a just solution of the Je · ish problem cannot 

aga in be postponed .• 

We ask that when the democratic leaders of the world meet in the councils 

of n c:.ti ons, the Jews be given a.n opportuni.ty to be heard.. No deci~ion with regerd 

!9_f'alestine can be valid without a Jewish rB_:QFesentation in the deliberati ons 

"'hi ch determine that decision. 
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We ask th"' t pending the final peace the gates of Palestine be o . e:r..ecl o\t·• 

The broken remnants of Europe~n Jewry may thus rebuild their shatteised lii:es i'1 

Pnle8tine where they will be welcome as nowhere else in the \•rorld. . 

In e.ccord with America's traditional polic,,r of sup ort for Jswisi: asrir,~.­

tions in Palestine, reaffirmed and reenforced by the platforms of both major 

politic~l parties a.rid by an overNhelming majority of the members of Congress, 

we re pectfully address ourselves to the PreAident of the TJnitea. States with the 

earnest plea to use his good offices, as pronised by him in his historic statements 

b~fore rmd after Yalta., in assuring early end definitive action on Pal ~tir.e. 

In pursuance of our convictions here stated, •:1e now or,::;a!lized ourselves 

into the Americo...11 Christian Paler,tine Com 1ittee of ]o$to!1 arid dedicate o.irselves 

to the tas1~ of achieving justice for this t ar;icHlly ·oetr[3.yecl people. We call 

upo!l our members to bend their efforto, inc.i.i rid. 1.nl1.y and collectively, to this 

end. 

We cal 1 upo!l our mer.:bers to urge upon thP organi zc1. ti ons to which they 

belong -- ci vie, political, and fraternal -- to join with them in af1)eD1ing to 

the President, to the State Department, to their chosen repre::rnntutivec; in Conr.;reP,:::; , 

a:1d to ~he Amori can delegates to the San Francisco Conferonco, to eupport :. em in 

this greo.t campai ~ for human 11 hero.ti on . 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Comnittees Date June 8, i9~5 

From Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 

On May 21st we sent you a memorandum stating tha t under the auspices of the 
American Christian Palestine Com.mittee a letter had gone forward to all 
C.ongressmen requesting them to sign a Letter to the President, which urges 
tha t i mmediate steps be taken to open Palestine to unrestrict ed J ~wish 
immigra tion and to establish Palestine as a free and democratic J ewish 
Corru:10nwealth. At that time we asked that merr.'uers of your community write 
to your Congressmen urt;ing them to join other Members of Cone ress in sie;n­
ing this lett fl r. Excellent work has been done in this respect. 

Attached hereto is a list of Senators and Representatives from your Stat e 
who have or have not signed thi s rou.."ld-robin letter. We now ask you to 
continue to carry on a vigorous, ·well-organized, well thought out car.1paign 
o:f action -- letters, telegrams, telephone calls, etc. - to t ho s ~ Congres s­
men in your State who have not yet signed., emphasi zing the gr eat i mportance 
of this Letter to the President. 

We also think it wise for members of your commu..~ity to reco~nize t he services 
of their Congressmen who he.ve already signed, by- writing them l et ~e rs thank­
ing t h em for their \tann support. This is particula rly important inasmuch 
as we may need their services soon ag::iin. 

Please do not yet publici~e this project. A furthe r directive will be issued 
on this subject. 

Will you please report at once by ~,rire or t ele,hone to Mr. J. I-I . Al <:ow, of 
this office, on what you are doing to obtain t he signatures of t ho se who have 
not yet signed. 

AL:FBP 
Enc. 



\ _!M?"..!tlCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• 342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen ·of Local EIIBrgenoy Committ&es Date August 9, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

I am pleased to enclose a n'Wllber of items which should be of intere st to 

you and your co-workers. 

On July 2nd and 3rd, the Ameriean ChristiDn Palestine Committee conducted 

a Na tional Seminar on Palestine in Princeton, Nen- Jersey. It \1as a most 

successful educational venture. lt was addres sed by out st anding Christian 

spokesmen for a Jewish Palestine and was attended by an imposing number of 

Christian representatives of many communities. You will find th~ names of 

speakers and those attending indicated in the enclo sed m...-=i.tt e r. 

At the close of the Seminar, the group present sent a telegram to the 

Hon. James F. :Byrne·s, secretary of State. This telegram did not mince 

words. It embraced our maximum program. A copy,is attached • 

.Also enclosed is the roost recent membership form of the .American Christian 

Palestine Committee. Should you desire a number of these for distribution 

among some of our Christian friends, who might be prevailed upon to enroll 

new 100mbers, we will send you a.s mnny as you request. 

Also enclosed is a circular dealing with a .new essay contest for young 

people. lt is self-explanatory. 

Regards. 

ELS:TSS 
Encs. 
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NATIONAL SEMINAR OF THE .AMERICAN CHRI STIAN P.A.LESTI ;JE COMI.aTTEE ON PALES LIB 

MONDAY & TUESDAY, JULY 2 & 3, 1945 

PRINCETON INN, PRINCETOJ, NEW JERSEY 

Morning session • . • . . . Dean Ho~d_j'4, LeSourda Chairman 
\~el come 

.Afternoon se ssinn • • • • • 

1~ minutes for sel f-in t roduction by each guest 

~ . Carl Hermann Voss , Chairman 

Dr. Henry A. Ji.tkinson (Keynoter) 
n THE ISSUE AT STAKE11 

Dr. Eduard C. Lindeman 
11 THE A~,IERIC~J SCENE & PALESTI.L E11 

Di sc-,ussion from the audience 

Evening Session ...••. Dr . :E'fancis E., :t.cMahcn, Chairman_ 

Two movies: 1Dagania 11 Md 11A Pas ~, to Tomor r ow" 

Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr 
11 THE CHRISTI.Ai,. CO SCIEFCE & THE JE,IISH PROBLEi,:11 

Discussion from the audience 

l/.t0rning s~ ssion . . . . . • Dr . s. Ralph Harlow, ChR;irman 
The Rev. !fir. ·1endell Phillips 

II T T B JB II AKD TID.. .AI,J.B 1N THE 1/4 IDDLE l1-iAST 11 

Discussion from the audience 
Dr. Carl J. Friedrich (Political Scene) 

11 \-lIEBE DO ,;.E GO :FRO:-; HEhE11 

Discuss ion frcm the audience 

.Aft ernoon Session .. •.. Dr. Ho\"✓ard 11!. LuSour-9:J_ Chair~ 
Dr. 1;alter Cl~yLowdei"milk ( \ ith slide~) 

"PALESTINE :SEFO .ArD .AFTER" 
Disc\1ssion from thl:;, audience 

David Ben Gurion 
lt!mfil P ALESTI".JE SCENE" 
Discussion from t he audience 

Clo sing Session . . . . • • Dr. Ca.rl H. Voss and Dr . !Iow9rd I4~ Le Sourd 
II THE SUlfo~ING uP 11 

Discussi on f r om the audience 



COPY WESTERN UNION 

Sent By National Seminar On Palestine 
Of The .American Christian Palestine Committee 

DAY LETTER 

Honorable James F. Byrnes, Secretary of State 
Department of State 
Washington, D. C. 

Princeton, N. J., July 3 1 1945. In view oft e perilous status of European Jewry, 
we the undersigned, xoombers of the American Christian Palestine Committee, meeting 
in a {ational seminar. request that you place upon the agenda of the forthcoming 
Berl in Conference a demand for: FIRS1:, the free immigration of Jews into Palestine 
under the administration of the internationally recognized Jewish Agency for Pales­
tine. SECOND, the unhampered right of the Jewish people to purchase and colonize 
land throughout Palestine . THIRD, the establishment of Palestine as a fre , and 
democratic Jewish Comnonwealth. 

It is our considered opinion that the se three nec~ssities conctitute a 
primary and fundamental application of the statute and implications of the United 
Nations Charter. 

We believe that your lmowlodge of this situation is sufficiently comprchensi\e 
to equip you to take leadership in this exprc~ssion o justice and human decency. 

We would appreciate your granting a brief interview to a comrni tte G of three, 
prior to your departure for Berlin. 

Dean Howard \1. LeSourd, Rev. Dr. Carl Hermann Voss, 
Co-Directors, American Christian Palestine Commit tee 
41 East 42nd Stre t, New York City 

Members who uttended the Seminar: 

Dr. Henry A • .A.tkinson, New York 
Dr. Eduard c. Lindeman, lJew York 
Prof. Francis E. McMn.hon, Chicago 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, New York 
Mrs. Walter Clay Lowdermilk, ·a.shington,D.C. 
Ion Ross MacFarlnne, Baltimore, Md. 
Dean Rain:undo deOvies, Atlanta, Ga. 
Rev. Dr. Earl Fc~rguson, Cambridg , !Aass. 
Prof. Harvey Curtis lebster, Louisvil le , Ky. 
Prof. Henry Miller Bush, Cleveland 
Rev . Iva-. Bichard A. 1}9.wson, Tucson, Arizona 
Rev. Richard E. Evans, New York 
Rev. John R. Frehn, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Rev. Ralph T. Haas, Scranton P~. 
frof . .Al ton B. Hodgkins, New Orleans, La. 
Rev. David R. Hunt er, Boston, Mass. 
Mrs. Hov,ard M. LeSourd, Newton, Mass. 
Oscar A. Marsh, New Britain, Conn. 
George Pierrot, Detroit, Aich. 
Rev. Phillip Sarles, Dal las, Texas 
Rev. J. 1,1. Somers, Brownsville• Pa. 
Dr. John Arthur Vissor, Wheeling, w. Va. 
Dr. Ho ward B, Warren, Bro oklyn 1 N ~ Y. 
Rev. Amos I. Dushaw, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Prof. Carl J. Friedrich, C:.unbridgc • Ma .. s. 
Edgar Ansel VioPrer, ·~ ashington, D. C. 
Dr. ,,alter Clay Lowdermilk, " " 
Prof. S. Ralph Har 1 ow, .a. or t hamp ton , U s L. 

Dr. \h1lker Clarl e Cummingc, St.Louis, 1h 
Dr, Gl~nn Phillips, Los Ang8l~s, Cnlif. 
R v. Clarence Ble rJm&y, Newa.r~c , :i:1. J. 
Thomas Connor, ScrMton, Pa. 
Rev. George E. Drev,, Detroit, Mi ah. 
!.{rs. \,el thy Hun singer Fi::;her, Hinghnm, 

Charl ,s Gates, Boston, Moss. 
Rev. Robort s. Hoogland, Chicago 
R v. Stanley Grnuol• Philadelphia 
Hon. V'illi::un B. King, Washington, D. C. 

e R v. VIr. Otto Loveru. e, Lowell, lfinss. 
Rev. 1iendell Phillips, Rye, N. Y. 
Rev. Robert E. Romig, Syracuse, N. Y. 
Rev. Arthur A. Rauner, Portsmouth, 'J .H. 
Dr, Edgnr A. Singer, Jr., Philadelphia 
Mrs. Noyan nc.tts-Stevens, New York 
Rev, Earl H. Tomlin, Providenco, R.I. 
Frank Cozzolino, Newark• N. J. 



.[/n<Jitation to c:/ll(emb-e't1-hip 

THE llMEBl[JlN C:HBISTillN PALE STINE COMMITTEE 
A Combination of the 

AMERICA 

41 Eat 42nd 

PALE TI E COMMITTEE 

tre t • ew York 17, N. Y. 

CHRI TIA COU CIL O PALE TI E 

70 Fifth Avenue • ew York 11, . Y. 

THE AMERICA CHRISTIAN PALE TI E COMMITTEE believe that, a hri tians, 
we mu t re ist and seek to destroy anti- emiti m; demand ju lice for the J wi h pcopl 

everywhere; re tor ecurity, liberty and human dignity wherever the e have b en lo t; obtain 
th democratic freedoms of citizenship and work for those Jew who would like to r main :in 
the Old World in the land of their origin; and afeguard their right to re titution of prop­
erty and to lives of dignity and elf-respect. 

W urge the nations of the world- our own incluclcd-to facilitat the immigration of 
tho who wi h to go to Pal tine, their national horn land und r the olemn pledge mad 
to them by the nation of the world. 

The AMERICA CHRI TIA PALEST! E COMMITTEE demand the fulfillm nt of the clear 
intent and purposes of the Balfour Declaration, the L ague of ation Mandat for Pale -
tine, and of the 1924 Convention b twe n Great Britain and the United tate , all of which 
were designed to provide a national homeland, in th full en e of the word, for the Jewish 
p ople. 

pecifically, we urge: 

1. The fr e immigration of Jews into Palestine under the administration 
of the internationally recognized J wi h Agency for Palestine. 

2. The unhampered right of the J ewi h p opl to purcha e and coloniz 
land throughout Pale tine. 

3. The e tablishment of Pale tine as a fr e and democratic Jewish Com­
monwealth. 

This program is in line with traditional Am rican policy as expre sed by v ry Presi­
dent from Woodrow Wilson to Harry . Truman. 

In th J ewi h national horn land thu to h e tabli hed, the civil, religious and cultural 
right of all group hall he guarant d and afeguard cl. Compl t paration of church and 
state i a ur d. There shall he full participation in government and complete equality be­
fore the law for all the inhabitants of Pal tin , irrespectiv of race or er ed. 

Th holy plac of all religion will he fully prot cted and pr rved under interna­
tional guarantees. 



AMERICA PALE TI E COMMITTEE 

SENATOR ROBERT F. WAGNER . . 

REP. HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLA 

DR. DANIEL L. MARSH 

DEAN HOWARD M. LE OURD 

. . . . . . . . Chairman 

. . . . . . . . Secretary 

Chairman, Executive Council 

. . . . Director 

E XECUTIVE COUNCIL 

J. M. Blalock 
Mr . Walter Fer gu on 
Prof. Carl J. Frieclri<'h 
William Green 
Eric A. John ton 

en. William H. Kin g 
Dr. Eduard C. Lindeman 
Rep. John W. McCormack 

Philip Murray 
en. Claude P epper 

Jud ge Frank A. Picard 
Mi s Daphne Robert 
Mgr. John A. Ryan 

en. Elbert D. Thoma 
en. Arthur H . Vandenberg 

Dr. Mary E. W oolley 

I know how long and ardently the J ewi h people have worked 
and pray d for the es tabli hm nt of Pale tine as a free and 
demo ratic Jewi h commonwealth. I am convinced that the meri­
can people give their upport to thi aim. Efforts will be made 
to find appropriate ways and means of effectuatin g thi policy 
a oon as practicable. 

PRE rnE T FRAN KLIN D. Roo EVELT 

October 15, 1944 

I am for th recon titution of Pal tin as a fr r and demo­
cratic J ewi h commonwealth in accordance with the Half our 
Declarati on of 1917 anr1 th e re olution of th R epublican 011 gre 
in 1922. I h av • also stated that in order to giv r fu ge to million 
of d i!-l tre~ eel J ew driven from tlw ir hom e by tyrann y I favor 
the openin ~ of Pale tine to th eir unlimit ed immi grati on and land 
owner hip. The merican people have time and again d clared 
themsdve in f uvor of th •t,e principle . 

Govrn OR T i-roMAS E. DEWE Y 

October 12, 1944 

hat the J ew h ave already accompli ·hed in Pal ei, tine m­
pha iz that th e <' tabl ii,h mcnt of a J ·wi :oh tate there is not only 
th oretfra11 y dei- irabl , hut concretely practical. 131-twet·n th e two 
war , from which th Jewi h people h a e perhap uff ·red mo t, 
P ale tine has made great stride f orwar<l . There i • no ~oocl argu­
in g at thi s da te whether J ewi h P ale tine hould h c. tabl ish •d. 
It is e ·tabli :oh ed. It can only be aided or liquidated. 

DOROTHY THOM PSO 

Th Palestine que lion i th acid t t of democra y. I t is the 
acid t ·t of p ace. peace which leav the Jewi h que lion un­
re o]ved, will leave u who b lieve in d mocracy vuln erable to 
all the future Hitler , all the malcontent , who will u thi hi ·toric 
scapegoat to build up their nefariou movement . If ve hould 
enter into u h a p ac a leav no room for the olution of the 
prob} m of which Pale tine is the ymbol, th n th re will he no 
peace. 

DR. EDUARD . LINDEMAN 

Professor of Socuil Philosophy 
New York School of Social Work 

CHRISTIAN COUNCIL ON PALESTINE 

Dn. HENRY A. ATKINSON 

PnoF. REINHOLD NIEBUHR 

DR. CARL HERMANN Voss . • 

Chainnan 

Treasurer 

Executive Secretary 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Prof. James Luther Adams Prof. Halford E. Luccock 
Prof. William F. Albright Bi1,hop Francia J . McConnell 
Dr. John W. Bradbury Prof. Francis E. McMahon 
Rev. Karl M. Chworow ky Rev. Le lie T. Pennington 
Rev. Walton E. Cole Dr. Daniel A. Poling 
Rev. Dr. Albert E. Day R ev. Dr. Harold Paul Sloan 
R ev. Richard E. Evans p f P l T·ir h 
Pro£. S. Ralph Harlow ro • au I IC 

R ev. Dr. John Haynes Holme, Dr. Henry Nelson Wieman 
Dean idney Lovett Dr. Howard B. Warren 

Take the most striking minority question today - the Jewish 
que tion. I look upon it as the mo t serious minority que tion, 
and thi is one of the rea ons why I am what I may call a Pales­
tinian, all these day . I hould like to ee the Jewi h people have 
their own national home to which tho e of their people who are 
unwelcome in other countri es may go. It seems a natural solution. 
Here i the old hi toric home of the Jewish people. 

GENERAL JAN SMUTS 

Prime Minister of South Africa 

Pales tine offers incontestably the primary hope for the solu• 
tion of the problem of J wi h refugee . .. In Pale tine and only 
there can the ma of J wi h refu ge s hope to be welcome .. . 
Onl y in P al •stin will mo t of them feel that they have returned 
home. 

JAMES G. McDON ALD 

Chairman of the President's Advisory 
Committee on Political Refugees 
Formerly High Commissioner for 
German Refugees, League of Nations 

In order to give refu ge to million of distr •s d J wi h men, 
wonw n and children driv n from their home by tyranny, we 
<·all for the opening of P al tine to their unre tricted immigration 
and ]and ownership, o that in accordance with the full int nt 
and purpo e of the Balfour Declaration of 1917 and th re olution 
of a R epublican ongr ' in 1922, P al tine may b e con tituted 
a · a fr e and democratic commonwealth. 

From the Platform of the 
REru nucAN NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Adopted at Chicago, June 27, 1944 

. '!1 ~avor the opening of Pale tine to unrestricted Jewi h 
1mm1grat1on and colonization, and such a policy as to r suit in 
the e tabli hm nt there of a free and democratic Jewi h com• 
monwealth. 

From the Platform of the 
DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION 

Adapted at Chica10, July 24, 1944 
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PARTIAL LIST OF ATIONAL LEADERS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THE 

AMERICAN p ALESTINE COMMITTEE 

UNITED STATES SENATORS 

Hon. Alben W. Barkley 
Hon. Robert A. Taft 

arld 59 additional members 
of the Senate 

u TED STATES REPRE ENTATIVES 

Hon. John W. McCormack 
Hon. Jo eph W. Martin, Jr. 

and 134 additional members of 
the House of Representatives 

amuel Guy Inman 
Ralph Jones 
Helen Keller 
Freda Kirchwey 
Emil Lengyel 
Dr. Thomas Mann 
El Maxwell 
Ralph McGill 

hanning Pollock 
Gideon Seymour 
Clarence Streit 

Dr. Harry W oodhurn base, N. Y. U. 
Dr. larence A. Dykstra, U. of Wis. 
Dr. . C. arri on, Gr. Peabody Coll. 
Dr. Harry D. Gid on e, Bklyn. Coll. 
Dr. Frank P. Graham, . . Univ. 
Dr. Franklin . Harri , Bringham 

Young Univ. 
Dr. Rufu C. Harri , Tulan . 
Dr. Hamilton Holt, Rollin ollege 
Dr. E. E. Oberholtzer, . of Hou ton 
Dr. Marion E. Park, Bryn Mawr 

G OVERNORS JURIST 
Dr. Robert G. proul, . of alif. 
Dr. John J. Tigert, U. of Fla. 

Hon. Thoma L. Bailey, Miss. 
Hon. Raymond E. Baldwin, Conn. 
Hon. Robert D. Blu , Iowa 
Hon. James H. Davi , La. 
Hon. Thomas E. Dewey, N. Y. 
Hon. Dwight H. Green, Ill. 
Hon. Le ter C. Hunt, Wyo. 
Hon. Harry F. Kelly, Mich. 
Hon. Frank J. Lausche, Ohio 
Hon. Edward Martin, Penna 
Hon. Herbert B. Maw, Utah 
Hon. Clarence W. Meadows, W. Va. 
Hon. J. Howard McGrath, R. I. 
Hon. Herbert R. O'Conor, Md 
Hon. idney P. 0 horn, Ariz. 
Hon. Maurice J. Tobin, Mass. 
Hon. Ran ome J. William , S. C. 

COM ME TA.TOR 

tanley Dixon, D 
Quincy Howe, ew 
Fulton L wis, Jr., C. 
Lisa ergio, N. Y. 
Raymond wing, Wah., D. C. 
Lowell Thoma , . Y. 

ythe William , . Y. 

RITER A D EDITOR 

William Hawley Atwell, T x. 
Armstead Brown, Fla. 
Allyn Larrabee Brown, Conn. 
Jesse W. Carter, Calif. 
Roy H. Chapman, 1'1a. 
Leslie R. Darr, Tenn. 
Vince A. Day, Minn. 
Charles S. Desmond, N. Y. 
Francis J. Good, Ma . 
Frank Burris Goudy, olo. 
D. Lawrence Groner, Wa h., D. C. 
William L. Hart, Ohio 
Francis G. Hooley, . Y. 
Joseph C. Hutche on, Tex. 
Robert H. Jackson, Wah., D. C. 
Bolitha J. Law , Wa h., D. C. 
Walter C. Lindley, Ill. 

tanley Matthew , Ohio 
George W. Maxey, Penna. 
E. Howard McCal h, La. 
Mar hall F. Mc omb, alif. 
Alfred P. Murrah, Okla. 
J. F. T. O'Connor, Calif. 
John J. Parker, . C. 
Ferdinand Pecora, N. Y. 
Orie L. Phillip , Colo. 
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d/-n flnuitation 

We invite the non-Jewish people of America to join the AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMIT­

TEE and support the hopes and aspirations of the Jews for restoration of their nationhood in their ancestral home­

land. 

The destiny of the Jews is a matter of immediate concern to the Christian conscience, the amelioration of their 

lot a duty that rests upon all who profess Christian principles. 

Two organizations have been formed to be the vehicle for the expression of Christian opinion regarding Pales­

tine: (I) The American Palestine Committee, organized in 1941 and composed of laymen, and (2) the Christian 

Council on Palestine, organized in 1943 and composed of ministers and religious educators. These two national organ­

izations combine for action as the AMERICA CHRISTIAN P ALESTI E COMMITTEE. 

There are no financial obligations to membership. 

I believe in the principles of the American Christian Palestine Committee 

Sign your name clearly or print 

NAME TITLE OR OCCUPATION 

Please detach and return this enrollment form 

to the American Christian Palestine Committee, 

41 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y. Ad­

ditional forms are available upon request. 

ADDRESS 

This list forwarded by 

(NAME) 

(ADDRESS) 

CITY 
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.----THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
in cooperation with 

The American Zionist Youth Commission, Avukah, Habonim, Hapoel Hamizrachi, Hashomer Hadati, 
Hashomer Hatzair, Hechalutz, Junior Hadassah, Junior Mizrachi Women, Masada, Young Judaea 

ANNOUNCES THE SECOND ANNUAL 

Essa, Contest for 1011tll 
Entries will be judged in the following age groups: 

Elementary School Age 
High School Age 
Young Adults 

The Subjects for all cont~stants are: 

( 1) Why a Jewish Palestine NOW. 

10 to 13 years inclusive 
14 to 17 years inclusive 
18 to 25 years inclusive 

(2) What Zionism Means to Me and My Future. 

(3) Chalutziut-A Challenge American Jewish Youth Must Meet. 

( 4) Why All American Jewish Youth Should Support Zionism. 
(This essay may be in the form of a letter or speech addressed to Jews.) 

(5) Why American Non-Jewish Youth Should Be Interested in Zionism. 
(This essay may be in the form of a letter or speech addressed to Christians.) 

The prizes to 6e awarded to each of t~e three age groups are: 
FIRST PRIZE-One $50.00 U. S. WAR BOND 

SECOND PRIZES-Two $25.00 U. S. WAR BONDS 

THIRD PRIZES-Three $10.00 U.S. WAR STAMPS 

TWENTY A WARDS-An outstonding book on a Jewish subject 

Should any essay be considered of unusual excellence and recommended for publication, a 
Special Award of a $50.00 U.S. lV AR BOND will be added. 

The Rules of the Essay Contest are: 

I. Essays must be signed with a pen-name and the author's age should be indicated on the 
manuscript. Each entry should be accompanied by a sealed envelope containing the pen­
name and the real name, the address, and the organizational affiliation of the contestant. 
No person may submit more than one essay. 

II. All essays become the property of the sponsor and will not be returned. 

Ill. Entries must be sent before Chanukka 5706 (November 30, 1945) to: 

American Zionist Emergency Council, Essay Contest 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

l~or reading list and material apply to above address. 



Ge lemen: 

Please send me 

• • • • • • Ee-say Contest Announcements (8½ X 11) 

• • • • • • s e, Cardboard Dos rs (14 X 2 .. ) 

( r ame) .• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

(S 

(Ci 

(S 

reet) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • (Zone) • • • • •• y) . 

e) • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 



s 

Am ic · . Er r r1cy Courcil 

~42 di o A n1 

e Yor.r: l?, 



AMERICAN Zll!>NIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees July 12, 1945 

~ublications Department 

Enclosed are copies of two new publications: 

1) A New York Herald Tribune editorial demanding that the United 
States exert its full influence toward the abrogation of ~he Pales­
tine White Paper, which serves as an indication of the type of 
comment it would be invaluable to have in papers throughout the 
country; and 

2) 11:Before the Bar of History, 11 a pamphlet on Arab-Jewish r ele.tions 
by the Rev. i'lendell Phil l ips whose experience on the faculty of an 
American missionary institution in the Near East has given him [; n 

intimate understanding of the Arab world. 

Copies of these two publications may be obtained in bulk from this 
office. 

Also enclosed for your information is 11 An Appeal to the Conscience 
of America," a statement in behalf of the Pal estine Jewish Common­
weal th by over a thousand Orthodox, Conservative and Reform r a.b'bis, 
issued by the Committee on Unity of the Zionist Organization of 
America. 

SStLD 
Encs. 



NEW YORK HERALD 1'RlBL1':E 

'J' H L' R I> A Y . 

Open Pale tin s Door 
The problem of the millions of displaced 

persons in Europe, man: of them Jews, can­
not be ~eparated from that of Palestine and 
the British White Paper which bars refug es 1 from Palestine. Now nearly two months I 
after the European war 's end no solution of 
the Palestinian phase has bee .1 proposed. 
Conscientious Americans, like l,on. ·ientious 
Britons, have never ceased to protes the in­
justice of the 1939 White Paper, unworthy 
relic of the Chamberlain government's ef­
forts at appeasement. This nation has gone 
on record several times backing the Balfour I 
Declaration 's pledge of a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine. Last year Congress was re­
strained from passing a resolution calling 
for the re-opening of Palestine to immigra­
tion only by direct requests from the highes_ 
diplomatic and military authorities. And 
although Congress, almo.c:: t perforce, bowed 
to these requests, indivi 1u~1 leaders have 
not hesitated to speak ut tgai nst the White I 
Paper and to urge the t•-se of this country 's 
influence to end it. 

The subject is one which the Big Three 
in their coming meeting can hardly avoid. 
For the fate of Palestine is inextricably tied 
up with all the complicated Middle East re­
lationships. An equitable solution is impor­
tant to the peace of the world. President 
Truman is committed by his party's plat­
form and also, without doubt, by his own 
convictions to support of a Jewish Com­
monwealth in Palestine. He is, of course, 
aware of the strong public opinion here 
which condemns the White Paper as an 
abrogation of the Balfour Declaration, 
which will consider its continuance for any 
long period after the war as a breach of 
faith, and which feels that it is against 
human kindness and mercy to bar the help­
less, homeless and desperate victims of Nazi 
persecution from a ready and welco: '.ling 
haven. Mr. Ben Gurion, chairlT.an of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine, recently ar­
rived from Palestine and Londc,n, tell:; us 
that plans are ready for receivir ~ a mi lion 
refugees immediately. 

The Arabs have lately shown some dis­
position to consider compromise. We know 
that strong public sentiment in Great Brit­
ain, shared, one has every reasot'\ to bel•.eve, 
by Prime Minister Churchill, ravors the 
opening of Palestine's doors and the ft ltill­
ment of the pledge made by the great Allied 
nations and accepted by Arab leaders after 
the last war. The time would seem to be 
right to exert full United States influence 
in behalf of a new settlement to supersede 
the 1939 White Paper. 



Be ore the Bar 
o History 

WENDELL PHILLIPS 



Wendell Phillips is Rector of Christ Church in Rye, New York, and was for­
merly Assistant Chaplain at Columbia University. He taught at the American 
University in Cairo from 1926 to 19 ... 9. This pamphlet on the Arab-Jewish 
question is based on an address delivered b Rev. Phillips in Toronto on 
March 22, 1945 under the auspices of the Canadian Palestine Committee. 



L Christi n worl I ha al wa been intcrc ·tcd 

in Palestin . Thi w s almost true two thou and y r ago. It i a utdy 

true today. 

There are many rea ons why we are concern d now. Pcrhap • the most 

pressing one is that Pale tin ems to be the nly po ibk luvcn f r 

Jlundreds of thousand , ven milli n , of oppr ed Jew , mchow c, i ·ting 

in Europe at this very moment. But th doors of Pale tine ha c he ·1 hut 

to them and bid fair to remain hut unle c rt in E ertincnt fact be ome 

more widely known. Th immediate problem o J wi h refugees i but 

the last chapter in tl e Ion tory of Zi ni m, th movement which during 

the last four or fiv \ec des has aimed to r st, r Pale$tinc a a Jewi ·h 

national homeland. When ver the subj t of the Jew and Palestine me · 

up someone is sure to ay: "But th Arab don't w nt the Jew · in Palestin . 

There is an Ar b-Jewi h conflict. It i n t right to f re the Arab t leave 

their own country to make ro m for J w . ' 1 belie ' the ntr .. r t be 

true. The J w have right to Pal tine. They houlJ n t h, ve t me as 

suppliant , but as ju t and rightful heir t an inh ri ance- an inheritan c 

which not only extend back thr ugh the ag ·s but wa olemnly nfirme<l 

by the whole civilize I w rid hardly more than tw d ades ago. 

What ar th argum nt of the Arab again t Zioni m? Th y can be 

ummarized by the f 11 wing thre t t ment : "Fir t, Zi ni ·m i unfair 

to the Arab wh n w wn nd cupy P I . tin . Se on I, Zi ni m, if 

encourag 1 by Gr t Brit in and th United Stat· · will l ~ the m ·an f 
disturbing the fri nd hip whi l exist betwe n the Arab p • pl~ ml the 

United ation . Third there imply i n t nough r m in little P le tine 

for the Arabs who ar ther and the Jew who want t go there.' L t us 

examine the e thr tat m nts. 



Fir t, Arab leaders say that Zionism is unfair to the Arab who own the 
land. Now a a matter of fact and of history, who does own the land? I am 
not speaking of the private owner of a private plot of land who is able to 
buy or ell land at will to anyone. I speak of ownership in the larger sense: 
to whom does the whole land of Palestine belong? Let us go back in 
hi tory, not to ancient history when the Jews were identified with the land, 
but back to 1517. The land which we now call Palestine then became part 
of the Turkish Ottoman Empire. It remain d in Turkish hands for four 
hundred years. Then, during the First World War, Turkey and Great 
Britain became potential enemies. Before long Britain and Sherif Hussein 
of Mecca found that it would be mutually beneficial for them to join forces. 
Britain would gain n ally in Sherif Hussein and s many other Arab 
leaders as could be persuaded to revolt against their Turkish overlords, 
and in return the Arabs would gain certain important benefits. 

As an induc ment to r volt Britain offered the Arab peoples freedom 
from the Turkish Empire. They were to have their independence: all the 
Arab from th M <literranean to the Persian Gulf, from the Caspian Sea 
to the Indian Ocean .. W ith only one exception t For a small portion of that 
vast territory Britain had other plans. That portion was called Syria and 
included what we of the we tern world commonly call Palestine. Syria 
proper was to go to France after the war, and Palestine was to become a 
Jewish Homeland. This arrangement was agreeable to the Arabs who 
were receiving a g nerou reward for what was to prove a very feebl 
effort of revolt against Turkey. In 1917 the Balfour Declaration presented 
the situation to the whole world. "His Majesty's Government view with 
favor the e tablishm nt in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish 
people, and will us their be t endeavor to facilitate the achievem nt of 
this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which 
may pr judic the civil and r ligious rights of exi ting non-J wi h com­
munitie in Palestine or the rights and political tatu enjoyed by Jew in 
any other country." 

There wer no objection rai d. Emir Fei al of H djaz, leading Arab 
figure at the time worked with Chaim W eizmann, lead r of the Zioni t , 
in do st harm ny. They prefaced a mutual document with the wor<l : 
"Mindful of the raci 1 kin hip and anci nt bond i ting between the 
Arabs and the J wi h peopl , and realizing that the ure t mean of 
working out the con ummation of their national a piration is through 



the do e t po, ible collab ration in the level pm ·nt f the rah tat· and 
Palestine, an i b ing desirou further of on firming the go l under­
standing which i t between th m ... '' In 1919 Emir Ftisal wrote to 
Felix Frankfurter: "We Arab look ith the deepest , ympath < n the 
Zionist movem nt. We will do ur best t help them." In 191 he said: 
"Arab. am! Jew under tand on another. Arabs arc not jc. lous of Zionist 
Jew an I intend t give them fair pla., and the Zionist Jew · have assured 
the ationali t Arab f th ·ir intention to ce that the t< , ha vc fair pla 
in th ir r specti ear a ." 

In 1922 th rest f th civilized world in the form f th • Leag 1e f 
ations, add d its ble ina t 11 that had been done, and gav (Jreat Britain 

th :Mandate for Pale tine. 1r , t Brit in wa to a: i t the J cw, in the e..,tab­
li hment of their national homeland. I uring the amc ye r the ongre . 
of th Unit d State adde l it appro al. 

There w re, how ver, certain indi idual and for • in England. in 
Pale tine in the Arab Stat whi h had n ver appro\'ed of th· whole plan. 
They did not want a Jewish homeland. They had been fairly dde, tcd l ut 
now they b gan to s botag th wh le phi . Whi l crs b 'gan. P ·rhap 
Great Britain wa not so cag r af er all to ·:tahli:h d i. homdan l. Perhap 
the Arabs could have the whol t rri r in luding tiny I akstine. Arab 
voic s b gan to rise: "We want Pal . in . We live here. It belong. t us. 
What right have th e Jew to come in her· and t. k • it away from u. _,, 
The clamor grew. Sine re Britisher , 1 rmed by thi in idiou. pr l ganda 
tri d to remind th worlJ of he t ct that the Arab ha 1 a 1r -d to hav th 
Zioni ts take Pale tine o long a th y c uld maintain Ar. b indep nden e 
in oth r land . As ir Henry M Mahon ncgotiat r f the deal with the 
Arab , aid much later in 1 7 .. It was not int n led by me to_ in lud 
Pale tin in the area i11 which Ar b in I p nden wa pr mi, ·cl. I ~Lo 
1 d ver rea on t belie e t the tim h, t th • f ct that P, 1 • tin w n t 
in lud d in my pledg w well under to I by King Hu, in." 

In th li ht of hi t r l -umentary c id n and th a ti n of th 
civiliz d world, th J w arc the only rightful wn r f P 1 ine. When 
in 19 Gr at Britain ,dopted th White Pap r r tri ting an I ultimat ly 
t pping all J wi h immigrati n into Pale tin , it w nt b k on • t pl lg l 

word. It wa Win t n Chur I ill him elf who in th H u • f • mmon 
in 1 39 id of the e immigr tio1 lau in the White Pap r: " ow 



there is the breach. There is the violation f the pledge; there is the aban­

donment of the Balfour Declaration." 
As a matter of testimony, the Arabs who actually live in Palestine are 

enjoying the fruits of a civilization which the Jews have brought to them. 

They have told their friends about it with the re ult that Arab immigration 

into Palestine has increa ed 100 per cent in the la t twenty years. The 

Arab's standard of living is higher than it was. His wages are better. His 

children get a better e ucation. When he is sick he can be admitted to one 

of the world's finest hospitals. The Briti h Colonial Secretary said in the 

House of Commons in 1938, "The Arabs cannot say that the Jews are 

driving them out of their country. If not a single Jew had come to Palestine 

... I believe the Arab population would still have been around 600,000 

instead of over one million. It is because the Jews who have come to 

Palestine bring modern health ervices an<l other advantages that Arab 

men and women who would hav been d ad are alive today, that Arab 

children who would never have drawn breath have been born and grow 
strong.'' 

Someone may ask: "Why then are there riots in Palestine?" Leaving 

a ide the question of the ources of those riot his may be said: Paid Arab 

terrorists have carried on he riot . They h ve tried to enlist the aid of 

peaceful Arabs, urging th m to rise up against their Jewish neighbors. 

Sometimes this proces of intimidation works. More often it does not. 

Sometimes peaceful Arab are puni hed for refu ing to quarrel with their 

Jewish friends. There is stati tical evid nee th t in the Palestinian riots of 

1936.1939 more Arabs than Jews were killed by Arabs. 

Arab Friendship for the United Nations 

The econd argument gainst Zionism is that if it is encouraged by 
Britain and the Unit d Stat s it will di turb Arab friend hip for the United 

Nations. "What friend hip?" on may a k. The kind of friendship that 

declare war on ermany when the fighting is all but ov r ! 
Three year ago, in 1942, the Arab nations had a magnificent oppor­

tunity to how any friend hip th y might hav had for the Alli d cause. 
The Allie needed help. Ind ed it looked as if they were almost beyond 

the need of help. How quickly we forget! Remember the situation: 

Rommel's victoriou German arn y h rl u hed the British back across 



North Africa. Now Rommel wa poi d f r th final bl w whi h w uhl 
deliver Egypt and the Arab world into hi power. At that moment Britain 
needed friend ! Did the Arab world ome forth in fri nd hi1 ? On the 
contrary. They aw that Britain was lo ing the fight. An yon could ee that: 
the British European armies had been sma hed at Dunkirk. The Fr nch 
armies lay prostrate and impotent. Brit in' ally th United Stat s, w, 
producing little, and was losing the Pacific War at Corregidor and Bataan. 
The Dutch Navy was at the bottom of the a. Au tralia w . (. lling for 
her soldiers to come home. Ru si~ wa reeling ba k tagg ring from the 
series of mighty blows delivered by the might of the German armies. 
At that time Britain was looking for a fri nd in th Arab world. 
anyone, who could help, who could upply om plan C , me men, omc 
supplies, even a word of cheer. From the Arab world c me onl il n e 
and treachery. Arab rebellions were put down. P ace ha l to be m intained 
behind the Briti h lines. It has been said that there were a many British 
soldier policing the Arab world to keep order as there w re Briti. h . ldi r 
facing Rommel on the field of battle. Was that Arab fri nd hip f r the 
Allies? 

Meanwhile who wen: Britain's friends . Th y were the Jew of Pale tine 
who fought and died for the Allied cause'. Thirty thou and fighting m n. 
It has been estimat d that one quarter of the army which turned ha k 
Romm l was mad up of Palestinian Jews. But about the e fact th r ha~ 
been a con piracy of ilence. We <lo not hear about the uicid • squad m­
po d of Palestinian Jews who put them elve at the di p 1 f th· Briti h 
Army and Navy. We do not h ar f th tw nty-thre J wish hoy wh 
volunteer d to lip qui t1 y into Vichy Syria in an attempt to de troy il 
installations in the port of Tripoli. They understood that if th y w re 
di covere l Britain • would have to repudi te an l Ji own them. Their 
familie c uld not receive pension . But th y w nt, b gan their lestructi n 
and m t death. 

This tory could b multipli d many time over. Take the ca of the 
fiv hundred Jewi h engin er given the ta k of laying a min -fi ld n the 
south rn tip of Montgomery' battl line as he fac d Rommel in orth 
Africa. Th y had hardly b gun th ir ta k when they were p tt d by 
German planes. Within thre days th y w re urroun le<l by 110 German 
tanks. Refu ing surrender th y wait d for the tank to cl in b fore they 
let go with their anti-tank gun . The G rmans fa !ter d, topped, turned 



around. Then up out of fox-hole sprang J w who climb d on th t nks 
and threw grenade into openings, increa ing the d va tation begun by 
the anti-tank guns and mines. Twenty-six tanks were knocked out in that 
final attack. Then ·for one long week the German ubjected the pot to 
air attack. Dive-bomb r dropped their l ad o er the pot so that no 
resistance would be left. Th n the tank cam back. Thi time forty-one 
were left wrecked on th battle field. Then cam more di e bombers, 
more tanks, more bombers day after day. The five hundred engineers were 
reduced to four hundred, then three hundred, then two hundred then to 
n inety. When th water supply received a direct hit, the real mi ery began. 
M n drank gasolin and ran off scre~ming mad into the desert. At the 
end of a month forty-three were left alive and these forty-three kept the 
enemy from turning the flank of the Briti h army. 

That is friend hip. Arab friendship. o, Jewi h friendship. Not unsel­
fish friendship, p rhap . Th y may not have di d b cause they loved 
Great Britain, but th y died in order that other J ws might live, might liv 
in honor and freedom in the land of Pale tine as a fitting reward for th ir 
contribution to th cau_e of the Allies, th cau e of decency, the cause of 
humanity. 

Arab leaders warn us not to do anything which will disturb Arab 
friend hip. L t u be concerned about t11e welfare of our true friend , the 
Jews of Pal stin , and let u not worry too much about those who are not 
our friends. 

Not Enough Room in Palestine? 

The third argum nt again t Zionism is that ther i not enough ro m 
in little Pale tine for th Arab who are alr a ly th r and the Jew who 
want to go there. It i ugge ted that there ref r r mi rand more fertil 
places in Europ and Ameri a. Why can t J w go to Arizona or T xa ? 

In answer it might be aid that the J w of urop do not want to go 
to Arizona or Texas but if th y did and if the League of ation plu the 
United States had promi d them that th y could go to Texas, I believe 
that promise would have be n kept. But the Jew want to go to Pal tine, 
and they are satisfied that th r is plenty of room there for ev ryone who 
has any intention of going. 



It happened that in 1 th go rnm nt f th mt l tc te ent th 
assistant chi £ of it S il onservation r i e to , ri u p t n th glob 
to tudy soil condition . Whil he wa n thi mi ion Dr. W lter la 
Lowdermilk b came fa inat d with Pal tin . H re, d in the il th 
record of the gr t civilization which Pal tin n l th urr unding 

d r t rritori nc upp rt d. They w r n t d rt then. The , wcr • 
gar I n- pot ma I li bl by irri tion yi lding n t onl • f I b , wl i h 
m n' b di Ji <l but cultur b which m n Ii d jndee l. Ther • w ·r 
citi where tod th re ar nly s nd , Gr k lumn wh r to la th ·r 
are le rt weed th ater. wh r t lay can be f und onl a h ru of wil I 
animal . Here i land th t ha fall n int i b "u e m n h, v m vc l 
away leaving th c untr to nom d . Thi l ar f th w rl l le. pnat ·l 
ne d new manpower a l rg r p pul ti n. The r b. h vc t o much 
rath r than too littl land. The ha e a few milli n p • pl· mo in r on 

tage that one h l<l gr at ci ilizati n and ul i gc. in. Think of th • hf· 
gi ing p w r in th Tigri and Euphrat a11 I 1 ! hen n irrigattc n 
<lam wa op n l th re Dr. L w I rmilk a k d , J igh ffi i, 1: "I u1 p >s • 

thi i ju t th fir t of a s r· e of u h pr j t ·." H r ·pli • l " o, thi • i 
the lat on . We d n' hav en ugh m n1 h ndl any m r ·." 
In 1926 th th n Prime Mini r f Iraq ha J • d with rcal wi dom: HWhat 

Iraq want abo e e rything 1 e i more 1 opula i n.'' 
Th amei tru nl na m 11 r l f PJ ine.Itm, yb· .. lmi t· I 

that Pale tin i n na urall a f rtile m thcr part f th • orld 
but it i fertil n u h. Th an i nt can I an n mor be l ut int u 
n w on built wat r br ught nc m r t th l , r h • I t n l. Th I. nd i 
till th r . Th wat r i till th r . The lim t i he m • 1t wa hen 

th land wa bl d wi h milk and honey. Ith b n comp, re<l fc. r bly 
with the pr nt limate of S uthern lif rnia wher • n , rtifi ial w, tcr 

upply h gi en birth t u ha miracl L n rel· . Only f ·w de \ • 

ag pro1 het f <l m i ualiz i th <lry l • th whi h w ul I urely 1 
in up n th intr pi 1 ul wh fir t t ) <l L n 1 . 

Pal tin h th I l d a I anta f h in n pr d tha • 1. 

l r Jue • But oil • n lack f ar and grazing anim I h • 
br u ht it t p r y. \Vb r are th dar f L ban n now? They arc 
all n x pt f r f w n lo e<l in a wall whi h irr un l J hrine. 
Th wall k pt out the r zing nimal wh f d up n th mall h t 
springing up fr m th groun I. On] y within th w 11 li<l th h t 



to be new cedars of Lebanon. Out ide th herd destroyed tree , plants, and 

soil alike. And no one cared. 
But now comes a new kind of person. A man who care. A Jew who 

loves the land of hi forefather . He plant n w cedars. He irrigate the 
land. He work with his own hands. He a ks the Ara0 to work too, if he 

wishes to work. This new man has alr ady created new cent r of life: 

over thre hundred communities are now witne s to hi labors. This new 

man has already er ated new citi : Tel Aviv the crown of hi efforts. 

H has incr a d the fruit of the earth. He has creat d a new economy. 

He has built factorie which during wartime have contributed immeas­

urably to the Allied cause. H ha created ho'-pital , chool , universiti . 

He doe not w nt to stop. The d rt i there waiting to be ma saged back 

to life. Today the waters from th Sea of Galil e run largely wasted down 
the Jordan only to b lost for ver in the alt pit of the Dead Sea. This new 

man would ch nnel off tho e water into field and vineyards and orchards. 

Then by a imple f at of engin ring he would dig a channel to bring 
the alt waters of th Mediterranean to the top f the Jordan Valley, letting 

th m then fall d wn the all y into th D ad S a. This irtual waterfall 

would t t I drop of l, 00 f t, suppl ing enough w ter power to bring 

li ht and manuf cturing pow r t the land f Pal stine. Thi n w man 

would create a n w civilization in Pal tine and in the entire Arab ear 

Ea t. Th land cri out to b av L It ri ou for anoth r three or four 
million p pl who could ave it. But Arab le der say th r is no more 

n in ale:, ine. 

The Real Reasons for Arab Anti-Zionism 

We have n w con ider l the three argum nt which Arab I ad r have 

u ed again t Zi ni m. We ha en th th argum nts ar not o alid 

a ome have uppo d. But now 1 t u go a t p forth r and con ider th 

real rea on why Ar b lead r r ppo ed to Zioni m. I b lieve that there 

ar probably three. The fir t i a ertain p ych logi al attitude whi h we 

might call Arab xclu ivene • th econd is th con mic situation whi h 

Zionism i lik 1 y to introdu e into the Arab world; th third i the politi al 
a p ct of th , whol pr bl m. 

The fir t of the e thre , Arab clu i ne , i th I ast important. H w 



many non-Mo I m have ever b n to Mecca v r taken a k' t ur 
into the h art f Arabia? o non-M I m ha. x ept in di. gui. e. 

An article on Arabia in Life Magazine in 1 4' be , n ith these word:: 
"For all practical purpo e au Ii rabi i a cl d untr to the hristi" n 
world. F wer than one hundred Eur p an r Am ·ric n h • i:ite I it 
<le ert fortres in modern time . o non-M .1 ·rn journ" Ii h~ ever b' n 
officially permitted to vi it its capital at Ria L" Thi i ne illu tratic n of 
th attitude of mind which look with ii f r u1 n the intru i n of any 
out id r into th Ar b w rld. 

Moreover, it is an attitu l whi h i nc ur e I in th pe 1 lc b their 
leaders. The av rage Arab is a mi erabl r tur judged b ur . tand rd 
and p rhap by any t ndar I . He i p r badl how, ·d oft ·n d •. per at ·l 
sick. He turns to hi lead rs and a k why. Hi 1 ader unwilling to bestir 
th mselve to bett r his lot may impl ay that u h i. ti e ill f Alt h. 
They may go a step further an l ay that all the ill f the Aral r • the 
re ult of foreign int rference in Arab affair . It ha. b n . ai l with om • 
accuracy, that this ort of attitu l • h, devel l d into th • only r ational 
policy the Arabs ha e a poli y of anti-for j 1ni m dire t ·d at the out. ide 
world and Zionism alike. 

The Economic Selfishness of t he Privileged 

Th econd and mor imp rtant rea on why Ar. b leader . r • . g. in t 

Zioni m is econ mic. W mu r m mb r th t Aral ia pr per i. a feudc. l 
state or perhap· mor ac ura ly a m di 1 b lut monar hy. Th· 
mall group in pow r have v rything; th r h hing. The l ·ad ·r -

the emir and f udal own r th prof ional la nd I ·rg wh 
b nefit bys rving th m-ar the re ipi nt of what er fruit the I nd be r . 
Between them and th ma s ther i a gr ~ t gulf fixed whi l n one i 
int re ted in bridging. Lead r. in th Arab w rld li e on a ren r u le. 
A wealthy man in that w rid i r ally wealthy n I p r man i r lly 
p or. A poor man ha alm t lit rail y nothing. r i h r n n rn 
about the poor. That i the bu ine of Allah. If <l will that a man 
starve to death why houl<l mortal man fru trat d' will by fe <ling 
him? Thus ther i no concern ab ut th w ]far of the m . Ther i 
no non en e about th right of man or mu h 1 of labor uni n . There 



is no non en e about <lemocr y. Thi i the ituation, and it uit tho e 
on th top very nic l y. 

You may notice that I differentiate between Arab an l Ar b leader . 
Wh nev r anyone ay to me 'But the Arabs don t want th Jew in 
Pal tine'' I automatic lly a k "Wh t Ara ?' Th re i no u h thing a 
"The Arabs.' I suppose the near t thing t an Arab is th per on who 
live in Arabia. H is th poverty- tricken f 11ow w have ju t been on-
id ring. He is not against Zioni m. H do not know what Zioni m is. 

Thi i tru of the million of Ar bs in most of th Arab worl L Then ther 
i th econd r up whom w might refer t a "The Arabs." Th s ar 
the ma e of Mo lem in Pale tine it elf. We have n how these have 
been ble. ed b th Jew , but we hear "Th Arab d n t want the Jew 
in Pal tin . ' "What Arabs?" Th Ar b 1 <l r ll over th Arab world, 
th privileg d group wh h v held all the con mic power for centuri s, 
and int nd to continu holJ it. 

But a danger to their tatu has loome<l up .. That fanger is Zioni m ! 
For Ziom m i improving the lot of the average man in Pale tine. Zionism 
is concerned about a man' inherent rights about hi bo ly hi soul hi 
education hi h alth, his home, his family, his pre ent and his future. 
Zionism i inter t d. in the l nd and the p ople who Ii in the land. 
Zionism i int re t d in democracy. It is e en intere t d in th right of 
labor. 

The e m orth do id a cann t be confin d within the limit f 
Pal stine, for such a g spel ignores geographic b rders. Unle thi her y 
is topp <l at birth it may pr ad o r th wh le Arab w rld, with th 
r ult th t f ud .. lism w uld h gin t di. int rrat and the 1;rivilege 1 la e. 
to t pple. The privilege l cl es are not s h ming, not doing anything 
ba e in tl ir own eye . They re impl b m the rule of the game a 
it i played in that part of th w rl<l. 

I r m mb r th time when m ear .. g , I ntert in I s eral of 
my Mo 1 m friends wh cam on a vi it to the nit d tat . The . ta d 
wi h me for m w k . We t ured w ngl n<l vi itcd W .. hington 
and ew York. They aw th k r ) r. and the materi 1 w n l r f ur 
civilization. At the nd of the t ur I aid "T 11 me wha ha inter t d 
you mot ab ut our c untr . ' One f h ·m an wer d: "We h e both 
b en int r t J in ti e ame thing. Wherever w go w find rre t building 
perhap hospit 1 ho 1 r - me other publi building. On th c rn r 



of ach stru tur there is u ually a tabl t with th in, ription 'This l uilding 
wa giv nb Mr. o nd . Whatwewantt know is whydilh·giv·it? 
What did he g t out f it? ur 1 h mu. t hav had some motiv • l c nd 
g n ro ity. In our L nd y u coul i not find a in rle m, n who woul l to 

such a thing unles he wa rew rdc l by the King with a titl • or ·omc other 

tangible return. 
They imply Jo not und r tand our cone rn f r thcrs. We must 

rcmem er that it ha tak nu c nturi f Jud ic-Chri tian 'ulture to l ·arn 
the le on our el e . We anno xpect oth r to learn it in a few years. 

The truth r main th t Ar b lea ler ar ind e I again ·t Zioni~m. The 

que tion i h w mu h c n rn w h uld 1 w for a fe Arab lead ·r • as 
oppo d to the manif t w lfare of th gre t ma -e of Aral ml all the 
J w ? 

Political Opposition to Zionism 

We com n w to the third real r as n why Arab le dcr ar opposed to 
Zioni m :· the political rea • n .. A]mo t ,e ry r 11 imp r nt Arab l ·ad ·r 
hopes to become the head of Pan-Aral i . He want to h.. c the ba king 
f every Arab a h continues to grow in l ,wer. Tod thi • he mu t h v • 

a program, a r llying cry. "Down with Zioni m' i" cry 11venicnt 
progr m. Hitl r faced the .ame problem in Germany. H • had to tir hi 
pe pie ~ nd m v th m with me magi formula. he :houted "l wn 
with the Jew . ' It i a . im1 I and eff ti e f rmula whi h dem-goguc 
have u d in th pa t and may well u ·e in the f utur . 

Ultim t l liti 1 pp iti n to Zioni m tem • from till an th r ur ·: 
ertain important pow rs in reat Britain are ag in t Zionism. All th 

f cts we ha di cu e<l o far r in i nific nt compar ·d to thi ne. The 
wi he of Arab le d r the rights of th Jew · the l r du ti ity o the land, 
all the ount n thing b ide the in l le t t mcnt that ·rt in important 
p w r i r at Brit in r ag inst Zioni m. r 1 ould w • too ca il 

ndemn the b tructioni t . Th y are con in ,e I that they , re w rking 
for the b tint re t f th Empir . 

Why i Zi ni m a hall nge t he mpir ? For th n e rea • n that 
it i a chall n e to th pri il ged Ar b I der . Arab 1 bor i heap, wl • her 
it i building r ad or airfi l<l . Arab I I r ar willing t gi up their 

oil if paid lib rally. Th a t rn n I of the M diterr n 1 i a m l rat ly 



fri n ll y plac . Wl l uld thi ni b lan b di turb d . Wh n t 11 
what might r ult if .. highly l 1 p d tat i 11 wed to m t life in 
the ar Ea t? Wh n tell wh t might re ult in th ic fiel l f r 
xampl . th Zi t up ~ re. t th t l r lu e an I m nu-

£. ct th h .. t the r t f th· r b w rld. upp 
the 1ru pr d r und th • life-line t Iraq In lia and 

hina. 
It 1 th t crtain power. in th 1 nial Offi lo k at Zioni m 

nJ : "Y u h perf rm d mir cl in Pal tin . You ha tran -
f rm i th l rt int a gar l n. Y u ha e built f r t an l citi . Y u 
h lift I a c untry fr m d 1. i n. You ha e im1 r l th 1 t f th 
inhabitant . Y u h perf rmcd mir 1 ... but we don't like it! 

W b li it i n t t ur be t int r t . 
F rtunat 1 ti th r l ngl nd and in the mp1r wh 

b lie tr ngl th t 1t 1 glan ' n fit t t k the 
ur in . Th fri nd. f th J wi ti n 1 H m in P le tin 

a1 pr n ributi n wh i h ha b en ma le b th Briti h rn-
m nt and th Briti:h pe ple. J • i h pe pl m el er 
Britain ha been their tradi io1 , .l friend. not Briti h inter t an l 

mi ath gi ·n tr n rt t th Bal f u la • nd th te 
ther w uld ·n b ul t tial fr mew rk f Je i h 
H m t . It mu t l appre iate 1 hat Brit in t up ndi i n in 
Pal tin rm u b n ·fit l th t Jc '- nd Arab • in th int r l 
b tw n war the J ·wi ·h p l ulati n in r ·a ·d h lf million .. n l th 
Ar b l I ul ti n lightl m r • than h .. 1 a milli n. In th m • l ri I in 
Tri1 lit ni Mu lmi annihilJt d th· M l m l pulat1 n t th tune f 
SO O fr m n riginal l >I ulati n f I ( 0 0. The redit du· t the 
Brit i h rn m n t and p l l • f r an a hi • em • 11t f b n di t l th t 

J n h uld h r ·n lered in thi r • fr, Ii -11 riti i m fall 
g h ul I be r gniz ·d and ne er f rg tt n. 

L t m n l 1 le with thi th ught. u and I an l th· m mb r f the 
iliz d w rld ha a m r 1 >l li ration. It i. ur dut t .. 11 w th J w t 

ttl P l tine ithout an re. tri ti n. n immi r .. ti n. ha 
i e I it t them. • h c riven it t > them. nd then n 
aw y ! A the r • ult f 1 ·gal agreement th Arab , r • ei d a t rrit ry 
a larg a one third of th· nit ·d tatc:. The J ·w. w ·r • t c. l cu 
on p r nt f th m unt f l· n l: the littl • untr f P le tin . Th 



Arabs got th ir land. The J ws got a promi e: The Pr mi ed L n l. W c 
allowed them to go ahead with their plan . We allowed th m t p ur their 
lives, their efforts, their money, their dreams, their future int Pale tine. 
We allowed them to begin to build ... and then we clo <l the d r 
dooming their hopes and dreams. We have a moral obligati n t Zioni m. 

In an effort to xcuse our unfaithfulne s and imm r 1 tion w have 
sometime said with Lord Halifax that at time moral on i ler ti n must 
give way to imperial po1icy. That is a dang rous stat m nt. It i the , rt 
of slogan that one brought us to Munich. It is the ort of 1 gan whi h 
Hitler used. It is a false doctrin which can only lead it foll w r to ultimate 
destruction. Rather, let us listen to the words of the late Ar h bi ·h p f 
Canterbury, speaking in the Hous of Lord : ''i'n the m tter f Pak tine, 
Britain stands before the bar of Go<l, of history, an i of humanity!" 
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AN APPEAL 

TO THE 

CONSCIENCE OF AMERICA 

A STATEMENT BY 1027 JEWISH 

spiritual leaders - Orthodox, Conservative and Reform Rabbis - ap­

pealing on behalf of the stricken Jews of Europe that they be accorded 
full justice and that they be assisted in the fulfillment of their will to 

emigrate to Palestine where they shall be able with their brethren who 
have preceded them, to reconstitute a free and democratic Jewish Com­

monwealth in their ancient Homeland. 

The following rabbis sponsored this appeal, and submitted it for signature to their 

colleagues: PHILIP S. BERNSTEIN, BARNETT R. BRICKNER, ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN, ROBERT 

GoRms, Juuus GORDON, SIMON GREENBERG, JAMES G. HELLER, MonDECAI M. KAPLAN, 

]Aeon KouN, ARTHUR J. LELYVELD, B. L. LEVINTHAL, ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL, Louis M. 

LEVITSKY, FELIX A. LEVY, JOSHUA LOTH LIEBMAN, JOSEPH H. LOOI STEIN, JACOB R. 

:.i\-iARcus, IRVING MILLER, ABRAHAM A. NEUMAN, Louis I. NEWMAN, DAVID DE SOLA 

PooL, ABBA HILLEL SILVER, MILTON STEINBERG, SAMUEL THURMAN, STEPHEN S. W1sE. 

A
T THIS DECISIVE MOMENT IN HISTORY, we direct this urgent plea 

to the conscience of America as well as to the world statesmen gathered 
at San Francisco - a plea on behalf of the Jewish survivors of Nazi bestiality. 

We speak for millions of Americans, Jews and non--Jews alike - for our 1nany 
congregants troubled by the plight of their European brethren and for our Christian 



friends who share their concern for justice, mercy and the preservation of the human 
values paramount in our common religious heritage. 

We speak as Jewish spiritual leaders versed in the traditions of our faith and 
as Americans cherishing the ideals of our land. We find, in both, the imperatives 
which make it impossible for us to close our eyes to suffering or to ignore injustice. 

Five million human beings - men, women and children, innocent of any 
wrong - have been slain because they were Jews. It is true that the Jews were not 
the only people who suffered at the hands of the Nazis. But the Jews, first in suffer, 
ing, are last in the hope of rehabilitation. 

With victory in Europe achieved, the Christian Poles, Czechs, and Dutch are 
free to go home. They will rightfully sit in the councils of nations. But for hundreds 
of thousands of Jews who have survived the Hitler slaughter the future holds little 
promise. They are naked, hungry, sick. The poison of anti,Semitism which the Nazis 
left behind, has made them literally homeless. 

Their eyes are turned to the ancient homeland of their people - Palestine. 
This is the land which the nations of the world pledged to the Jews at the close of 
the last war. This is the land which Jews have rebuilt and reclaimed from the desola, 
tion and barrenness in which they found it. This is the land which has given freedom 
to 600,000 Jews and which promises the opportunity for normal, creative living to the 
hundreds of thousands in Europe who look to it longingly. 

Palestine has room and room to spare for the Jews who seek entry into it. No 
single Christian or Moslem will be dispossessed or deprived of his rights in the Holy 
Land. Our world will be the richer for having made of Palestine a bridge,head to the 
future for the entire Middle East. 

But - and this is a situation so intolerable that it cries out to the heart of hu, 
manity - these Jews whose only hope lies in Palestine cannot enter Palestine. The 
land which has been designated as their home is now closed to men and women who 
desperately need and are justly entitled to it. 

The United Nations dare not ignore the plea of these victims of one of the 
most heinous crimes in history. The gates of Palestine must be opened - and opened 
now - not tomorrow when it may be too late. 

We call upon all citizens who are lovers of humanity to join their voices with 
ours in demanding human rights and human dignity for these bitterly persecuted peo, 
ple. The undertaking of the nations of the world, our own America among them, 
that Palestine shall be reestablished as the Jewish national home and that, in the words 



of President Wilson, HThere shall be laid there the foundations of a Jewish Com.­
monwealth, ,, must be fulfilled in letter and in spirit. 

Now that the nations assemble once again to plan a peace which we pray shall 
this time be just and enduring, we call upon you to turn to the leaders of the nations 
and demand 

that there be full justice for the Jews of Europe; 

that those who need or desire to do so be aided to emigrate to Palestine quickly; 

that the pledges of the Balfour Declaration and the League of Nations Man.­
date be fulfilled; 

that those conditions be created which will insure the realization of a Jewish 
aspiration which has been shared by numberless Christians of great vision -
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Wilson, Smuts, Balfour, Lloyd George, Churchill, 
and a myriad others - the aspiration that Palestine, guaranteeing full equality 
of rights for all inhabitants ""without distinction of religion or race, in the po.­
litical, civic, religious and national domains, and without domination or sub .. 
jugation, ,,* shall be a free and democratic J wi h Commonwealth. 

A 

I adore A. Aaron, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Moses J. . Abels, New York, N. Y. 
Felix Aber, Asbury Park, N. ]. 
Mayer Abramowitz, Montreal, Canada 
Meyer M. Abramowitz, Forest Hills, L. I. 
Abba Abrams, Bronx, N. Y. 

amuel J. Abrams, Brookline, Mass. 
Theodore L. Adam , Jersey City, N. ]. 

amuel Adelman, Dover, N. ]. 
Morris Adler 
Jacob B. Agus, Dayton, Ohio 
David Alexander, Akron, Ohio 
Michael Alper, New York, N. Y. 
David B. Alpert, Boston, Mass. 
Philip R. Al tat, New York, N. Y. 
Murray A. ~ , LIias Island City, N. Y. 
Zwi Anderman, Jackson Ileishts, N. Y. 

amillus Ang I 
forton M. pp]ebaam, Flint, Mich. 
achman S. Arno.ff 

Milton ron 
Jo ep H. Aronson, New Britain, Conn. 
Max Arzt, ew York, N. Y. 
Aaron M. hin ky, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

elig . Auerbach, Port lluron, Mich. 
Carry J. Augn t, Gar , Ind. 

braham vrutick, ewburgh, . Y. 
J. Leonard zn r, Allentown, Pa. 

B 

idney Ballon 
athan A. Barack 

Loui Bari h 
Jo ph Loui Baron, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Bernard Ba kin, Denver, ol. 
amueJ Ila kin, Brooklyn, . l'. 

Irving Baumol, ew York, N. . 
Harold Baumrind, Milwaukee, Wisc. 
Herman R. Ile k, ew York, . Y. 
Emil M. B ig I, Chicago, Ill. 
Paul J. Bender, hicago, Ill. 
H nry J. B nn, Woodbine, . ]. 
Ja ob I. B rger, Cleveland, Ohio 
Bernard Bergman, ew York, Y. 
Leo A. B rgman, Rockford, Ill. 
Moi B rgninn, an Diego, Calif. 
H nry J. ll ·rkowitz 

amuel H. Berkowitz, Arlington, Va. 
Leon I. B rle, Brooklyn, N. Y . 
. amuel Ilcrliant, Elmhurst, N. Y. 
Ephraim Berman, Brooklyn, . Y. 
Jer miuh J. Il rman, Yonkers, . Y. 
P. 11. 13 rman, New York, N. Y. 

amu I . 8 rman, Jersey City, . J. 
Benj,un in Il rnf Id Topeka, Kansas 
M. Bernick r, Bronx, N. Y. 
Philip . B rn tein, w York, . Y. 
13f'rnard L. Berzon, Brooklyn, Y. 
Morri B<' din 
Morrison D. Bial, Lynbrook, l,. I. 
J ' e Bi ·nenfcld, Drookly,i, . Y. 

Jlwrt T. Bil~ray, Provid nre, R. 1. 
~<•njamin IL Birnbaum, Chicago, Ill. 
·atlia11 Bl d1man, Bronx, . Y. 

.'amuel Blind r 
h. I. Bio h, ]Prse City, . ]. 

Jo liua Block, ew llyde Park, . Y. 
bralwm P. Bio k, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Lawr nc A. Block, H11ntington, W. Va. 
H rbert I. Bloom, Kingston, . Y. 
Mauri e J. Bloom, ewburgh, N. Y. 

amu 1 M. Blumenfield, Chicago, Ill. 
aron II. Blumenthal, Ilouston, Texas 
idn y 1. Bogner, Day Shore, N. Y. 
aul I. Bolotnik v, Sioux City, Iowa 

Philip D. Bookstaber, Ilarrisburg, Pa. 
imon Borodkin, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Jacob Bo niak, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Max . Braud 
Y illiam G. Braude, Providence, R. I. 
Baruch Braun tein, Allentown, Pa. 
Mur<'u Breger 
Leo Br ner, hreveport, La. 
·imon Br •nner, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
IordPcai Bre 1 r, Waltham, Mass . 

Bnrn tl R. Brickn r, Cleveland, Ohio 
L. Ilril1, Hrooklyn, N. Y. 
Mordc ai L. IlriJl 
Benjamin Brilliant, Louisville, Ky. 

rtli ur Brodey 
Jacoh M. Brown, Detroit, Mich. 

rthur T. Buch, ~ cranton, Pa. 
'\ m. . Bucl1h im, Berlin, N. H. 

1 and r Budin, Rockaway Parle, N. Y. 
J aa1· Bunim, Brooklyn, . Y. 
A. n. Ournck, Broolclyn, N. Y. 
Al,raham Hur tein, New York, N. Y. 
Elliot M. Burstein an Fran isco, Calif. 
ford cai Burst in, Kan as Cit , Mo. 

C 

Judah aim, New Yorlr,, N. Y. 
Jonah E. aplan, Astoria, N. Y. 
David . J urun Cardozo, Phila., Pa. 
Louis J. a hdan, Des Moines, Iowa 
Loui A. a el, Philadelphia, Pa. 
J. ham de , N w Y orlc, . Y. 
Ilyman hanover, Cliffside Parle, N. ]. 

•Quoted mat rial i from a r olution adopt d Jun 1, 1945, by the G n ral ouncil of the World Zioni t Organization. 



Mord Il. Chapman 
J. Michel harlap, Bronx, . Y. 

aron R. Charney, Bayonne, N. J. 
Mo harrick, Baltimore, Md. 
Elia Charry, Philadelphia, Pa. 
JuHu ha he man, Chicago, Ill. 
Charl B. Cha el Louisville, Ky. 
B rnard L. Chayet, Roxbury, Mass. 

olomon E. Chcrniak 
G r hon B. Chertoff 
Paul hcrtoff, ew York, N. Y. 

amu l J. Chi l , Long Beach, . Y. 
I ra J hodos, J ndianapolis, Ind. 

. hodo , Bronx, . Y. 
Firh l Ci chanowitz, New York, N. Y. 

. . hom ky 
dolph Cohlenz, Baltimore, 1d. 

Rudolph l. Coffe , all Fron isco, Calif. 
Armond E. Co b n l velaud, Ohio 
D njamin ohen. 1llar.\halltoum, Iowa 
Bernard ohen, Los A ngeles, Calif. 
Boaz ohen, <'tv l' or!., 
David Cohen, Pa adena, Calif. 
Eli zcr Cohen, H illsitle, . J. 
Eug ne J. Cohen, Everett, Mass. 
Harry . ohen, Nonvicl,, Conn. 
Berman M. Cohen, t. Paul, Minn. 
H man ohen, Meriden, onn. 
J. ' . ohen, ew York, . Y. 
Jack J. Cohen, Cleveland, Ohio 
Jacob ohen, pring Valley, Y. 
Ja cob M. Cohen, Tarrytown, Y. 
Jo ph I. Cohen, Atlanta, Ga. 
1 y r ohen Asbur • J>_ark, . _J. 
fortimer J. ohen, Plulad lplua, Pa. 
amu l P. Cohen, Rending, Pa. 
ran kl in Cohn eattle, W a h. 

Morton .l. Cohn 
athan II. Coli h, Ilouston Texas 
amuel Cook 
amuel Cooper, Charle ton. W. JI a. 

M. ornfield, M ilwauhee, IV isc. 

D 

aron B. Dachowitz Brooklyn, . Y. 
B. L. Daina Brooklyn, . Y. 
Judah Dame ek, Bronx, . Y. 
Jacob Dani hef ky, Ba •onne, . ]. 
B njamin Da ! ol, Chicago, Ill. 
Daniel L. Davi , Lancaster, Pa. 
Moh Davi , ew York, N. Y. 

aron Deeter 
Julius L. DeKoven, Tacoma, Wa. h. 
Ralph I el' oven, Rochester, Minn. 
.lo iah Derby. Rego l'arl,, . Y. 

orman H. Diamond, Chicago, Ill. 
H rman Dirk r 
. imon Dolgin, Los Ancrel . , Calif. 
Fr d rick . Doppelt. Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

athan Drazin, Baltimore, 1 tl. 
illiam Drazin, Toronto, Cmwda 

fox Drob, ew York, . Y. 
II rherl E. Drooz, Wilmin~tnn , Del. 

hraham Dubin 

E 
Eli z r Elmer, Bradford, Pa. 
, manuel el-.. t in. Cl r·elancl, Ohio 

Mo E<·khtein, Philadelphia, Pa. 
I aar . Edrehi, Philud lphia, Pa. 
B rnard . Eltr nr ich, lino qua, Wisc. 
1o Eichen t in, hicago, Ill. 

na id M. Eichhorn 
Ju1iu Eid nhaum et ark, . ]. 
Elliot J. Einhorn, Durham, N. C. 

Benjamin G. Eisenberg, Tampa, Fla. 
Herman E. Ei enberg, Chester, Pa. 
Ira Ei en tein, New York, N. Y. 

imon Ei n tein, Vineland, N. ]. 
:lilton . Elefant, ew Rochelle, Y. 

B. Jo ph Elefant 
Mourvin J. Elefant, Cleveland, Ohio 
B zal I Elkin, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
M ir Engel 
Loui Eng Iberg 
Benjamin II. Englander, Brooklyn, . Y. 
David Englander, Philad lphia, Pa. 
Harold En~l:mder, New York, N. Y. 

ictor Epp, t in, tote College, Pa. 
Harry H. Epstein, Atlanta, Ga. 
Loui L Ep tein, Brooldine, Mass. 
'holom H. Ep tein, Waterloo, Iowa 

HerLcrt . E kin 
1itch ll . E kol ky, New York, Y. 

Harry E rig 
1\:1. tter, llurrisburg, Pa. 

F 
olomon Faber, San Antonio, TeXO-$ 

J. D. F:1in, Portland, Ore. 
Barurh Faivclson, lJrooldyn, N. Y. 
Iaxwell M. Farber, Philadelphia, Pa. 

O. car Z. Fa man, Ottawa, Canada 
braham H. Fedder 

. imon Federlmsh. 1ew York, N. Y. 
Loui F il,(on, Calve ton, Texa 

hraham H. F inl,erg, Youngstown, Ohio 
hraham L. Feinberg, Toronto Canada 
d11lph J. F inberg 

Loui ' t'inh rg, incinnati, Ohio 
J rom T. F in tein, Brook! n, . Y. 

hralrnm J. Feldman, Hartford, Conn. 
' athan Feldman Omalia, ebr. 

Meir F lm:rn, Bridgeport Conn. 
L on J. Fen r, Toledo, Ohio 
Maurie F uer 
David ichman, New Orleans, La. 

lvin I. Fine 
I idore in , Canton, Ohio 
1 rri H. Finer, ew York, . l'. 

Loui Fink l tein, ew York, . Y. 
1ey r Finkel tein, Beverly, Ma 

J s c J. Finkle 
Ephraim Fi choff, ew York, 
Henry Fisher, Rochest r, . Y. 
:lo e J. Fi her, Detroit, Mich. 

Julian F. Fleg, Lexington, Ky. 
0 car FI i liaker, Portsmouth, N. H. 
J. Fick. C":·, ew Haven, onn. 
J rom D. Folkman, Grand Rapid 1ich. 
Leih Forcr, llolyoke, Ma s. 
1,la L. orm, n, Phil,ulelJ)hia, Pa. 
r.t,. Fo , Brooklvrt, . Y. 
.':mm ,] J. Fo , I11diarwpolis, Ind. 
L on • ram, Detroit, Mich. 
:itarl ~ . . Freedman 

Jaroh Freedman, Kew Garde11.~, Y. 
f o•·ri. Fre dman, S •rncme, Y. 

Jc; r L. F'l'eund, an Jose, Calif. 
Alfred L, Friedman, Renton llarbor, Mich. 
B niamin Fri tlman, S racu. e, . Y. 
Har~ld .\. Friedman, Phoenix, Ariz. 
H man R. Friedman, Atlanta, ,a. 
J rat>l E. FriC"dman, Minn apnli , l inn. 
.la<"oh J. Friedman w York, . Y. 
Kalm:m Fri dman et ton Centre, Ma . 

ch. Friedman, Brooklyn, . Y. 
ol B. Friedman ew York, . Y. 

Th odor Fri dman, lack on Height.~, N. Y. 
orman E. Frimer, New York, N. Y. 

aphtali Frishberg, Chester, Pa. 
lf red . Fruchter, Chicago, Ill. 

Morri Fuhrman, Pittsfield, Mass. 
1orri Funt , Revere, Mass. 

G 

Jo eph Gabri l , Bronx, N. Y. 
Maurice T. Galpert, Pitt.~field, Mass. 
Irving Ganz, Bay City, Mich. 
Philip L. Garelick, Rock I land, Ill. 
I adore Gar ek 

athan Gaynor, Chicago, Ill. 
Joel . Geff n, ew York, N. Y. 
. amu l Geffen, Teaneck, . ]. 
Tobia , Geffen, Atlanta, Ga. 
Leo Geiger 

:.1.nx G lb, White Plains, N. Y. 
Harold L. G lfman, Raleigh, N. C. 
Zacharia Gellman, Burlington, Vt. 
l rael J. G rber, Fitchburg, Mass. 
Bernard D. Ger huny, Kingston, N. Y. 
I roel G r tein, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Looi G. Ger tein, New York, N. Y. 
Samuel Ger tenfeld, New York, N. Y. 
E. Gin burg, Bronx, N. Y. 
L. Gin burg, Denver, Colo. 
Arthur Ginzler, San Antonio, Tex. 
Jo eph Gitin, Berkeley, Calif. 
Roland B. Gittelsohn 
Jacob J. Gittleman, Louisville, Ky. 
Emery Glancz 

amuel Gia n r, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Herman . Glatt, ew York, . Y. 

haim Glatzer, ewark, N. ]. 
Henry Raphael Gold, ew York, N. Y. 

hraham Goldberg, New York, N. Y. 
Abraham Goldberg 
Daniel Goldb rg, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Hir h Goldb r-g, Jersey City, N. J. 
.To eph Goldberg, Birmingham, Ala. 
Lewi Goldb rg, Wheeling, W. JI a. 
forri . Goldheqr;, cw York, N. Y. 
forton Go)db rg, Toledo, Ohio 
:lo J. Goldber , ew Orleans, La. 

I ra l Goldblum, ewark, N. J. 
Mo he Goldblum, Columbus, Ohio 
Rob rt E. Goldbur , ew Haven, Conn. 
Harold Goldfarb 
1Rrnc1 Goldforb, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mord Goldfarb, Beth/eh m, Pa. 

olomon D. oldfarb, Charle. ton, S. C. 
Fi h 1 J. Golclf der, pringf,,eld, Ma 
,:larvin J. Goldfine 
haim Goldin, Roxbury, Ma s . 

Judah I. Goldin, Durham, . C. 
lhert . oldman 

J. B. G ldman, 1f ill,e. -Barre, Pa . 
I rael M. Goldman, Pro idencc, R. I. 
, olomon ~oldman, hicago, Ill. 

chuda D. ohlman, Chicago, Ill. 
Alhert . Goldstein 
David A. Gold tein, Omaha, ebr. 

ra 1 Gol,1-.tein, N w York, . Y. 
:lorris Gold t in, • an Franci co, Calif. 

. am 011 I. Gold t in 
idn y I. old tein 
. J. olinkin, Worcester, Mflss. 
oah olinkin, Lincoln, ebr . 

EJhanan H. Golomb, Baltimore, Md. 
David I. Golov n ky 

olomon Gol hev ky, Brook[ n, N. Y. 
Morris . Goodblatt, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Abram Vo en Goodman Davenport, lOtDa 
I idor Goodman, Mempla.u, Tenn. 



Melvin Goodman, Oklahoma City, Okla. 
olomon Goodman, Chicago, Ill. 

Robert Cordi , /Jelle Ilarbor, N. Y. 
Albert A. Gordon 
Albert I. Gordon, Minneapolis, Minn. 
David W. Gordon, Bay ide, L. I. 
Hir~ch L. Gordon 
JuJiu Gordon, t. Louis, Mo. 

olomon Gordon, West Ilartf ord, Conn. 
Morris Gordon 
Theodore H. Gordon, Madison, Wi.sc. 
Leizer Gorelik, New llaven, Conn. 
Joseph , . Gorfinkcl, Evansville, In~l. 
Paul Gorin 
Ezra G. Gotthelf, art Franci co, Calif. 
Milton L. Grafman, Birmingham, Ala. 
Abram M. Grani on, ew York, N. Y. 
David Graubart, Chicago, Ill. 
Solomon Grayzel, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Alan . Green, Houston, Texas 
Aaron Greenbaum, Portland, Me. 
David L. Greenberg, Fresno, Calif. 
Louis Greenberg, New Haven, Conn. 
Sidney Greenberg 
Simon Greenberg, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Eugene Greenfeld, Portsmouth, Va. 
William P. Greenfeld, Waterbury, Conn. 
Manuel Green tein, W. Palm Beach, Fla. 
Juliu H. Greenstone, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Erne t Grey, Ft. Worth, Texas 

amuel B. Grin tein, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Abraham H. Gri , Bronx, N. Y. 
Avery J. Gro afield, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Benjamin I. Gro man, Roxbury, Mas . 
Jacob B. Gros man, Bronx, N. Y. 
Lewis B. Grossman 
David amuel Gruber, chenectady, N. Y. 
Joseph H. Gumbiner, Tucson, Ariz. 
Amos M. Gun berg, Ithaca, N. Y. 

amuel M. Gup, Columbus, Ohio 
Sidney . Guthman, Worcester, Mass. 
Morri Gut tein, Chicago, Ill. 
Alexander Guttmann, Cincinnati, Ohio 

H 

Ger hon Hadas, Kansas City, Mo. 
Loui J. Hahan, New York, . Y. 
Herman Hailp rin, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Jaroh L. Hal vi 
Abraham E. Halpern, t. Loui , Mo. 
Harry Ilalp rn, Brooklyn. N. Y. 
Israel I. Halpern, Greenfield, Mass. 
Peretz Halp rn, Rockville Centre, N. Y. 
Loni Hammer, Rrooklyn, N. Y. 
Jacob Handler, Glens Falls, N. Y. 
, i gmund Hanover, e1 York, N. Y. 
Israel Harhurg, Lynn, Mass. 
. Ielhourne Harri , levcland, Ohio 
Bernard Harrison, T,os Angeles, Calif. 
f;u tav . Hau man, 7ew York, . Y. 
Irving I. Ilau man, Portland, Oregon 
. ' i an Heifetz, 011th Riv r, . J. 
. hraham II ft rman lllanchc. ter, . H. 
Hi ! HC'iman. Tin11Papolis, Minn. 
• raham M. JieJln, Brooklyn, . Y. 
Bf'rnard I-frller, ·(>w York, N. Y. 
!ame G. Hcll<'r, Cincinnati, Ohio 
Herbert Hend l, Bradford, Pa. 
. foseph . Herb t, flouston, Texas 
. olomon II rb t, rzn Bernardino, Calif. 
M. H r hman, Joli t, Ill. 

rthur H. H r hon, Red Bank, N. J. 
Relph B. H r hon, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Juliu Her kowitz, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Arthur Hertzberg, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Michael Rigger, e-w York, . Y. 
Abraham P. Hirmes, cw York, . Y. 

foy r Bir ch, San Frnnci co, Calif. 
H. Bir chman, Union City, . ]. 
I. Hir rh prung, Columbu , Ohio 

Harri Hir hberg, ew Rochelle, N. Y. 
M. Hir hmnn, Detroit, Mich. 
Jacob Hochman 
1a Ho k, /Jronx, N. Y. 

Jacob llolTman, ew York, N. Y. 
Il njamin HolT eyer, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
David D. Hollander, Bronx, . Y. 
Emanu I Honig 
Jarob J. Honig 

dward Horowitz, Brooklyn, 
Mo e Horowitz, New York, 

amuel Horowitz, Columbu.~, 
hraham Horvitz 

. Y. 

. Y. 
Ohio 

Il. Leon Hurwitz, Freeport, L. I., N. Y. 
Jarob Hurwitz, Flint, Mich. 
Ario . Hyams 
Juliu Hyatt, Peoria, Ill. 
Ilarry Hyman, outhgate, Calif. 

I 

Pltinea I raeli, Brooklyn, Y. 
braham I raelitan, unbury, Pa. 

J 

Harry . Jacobs, t. Albans, . Y. 
Robert P. Jacobs, Ash ville, . . 

braham I. Jacob on, Ha erhill, Ma s. 
arhan Jacob on, Jamaica, . Y. 

• olomon Jacob on, W nuh gan, Ill. 
William Jacohy, lloboken, . ]. 
Philip W. Jaffa, Phoeni , Ariz. 
llarry Jolt 
Alfr d Jo p , Bloomington, Ind. 
Lo Jung, New York, . Y. 

K 

i athan Kaber, Jackson, Mi.~s. 
lax Kadu hin, ew York, Y. 

"\; . Ka her, hic11go, Ill. 
A. M. Kagan, Corona, . Y. 

aron Kahan 
Mo W. Kahn, Chicago, Ill. 
Aaron M. Kamerling, Chicago, Ill. 
Harold M. Kam. I r, orristown, Pa. 
Harry Kaplan, Columbus, Ohio 
Jar b II. Kaplan, Miami B ach, Fla. 
1\l. A. Kaplan, Rroolrlyn, N. Y. 
ford cai M. Kaplan, ew York, N. Y. 
cdaliah Kaprow, l111Ualo, N. Y. 

Max Kapu. tin, Danville, Va. 
Jlyman Karalitzky, nroolclyn, N. Y . 
: ymour Kar] n, Chicago, Ill. 
M y r Karlin, Brook/ n, Y. 

L Karpel, Broohlyn, . Y. 
Jaroh Katz, Rronx, . Y . 
L n Katz, Passaic, . ] . 
Morri ,a, ri 1 Katz. St. Paul, Minr,. 

i>hemialt Katz, Tol<•do, Ohio 
Pinrho Katz, Vallejo, Calif. 

cu hen M. Karz, W ill.:e.'1 Barre, Pa. 
Harry M. Katzen, lJroolclyn, N. Y. 
G. Katzman, an Francisco, Calif . 
Loui Katzoff, Easton, Pa . 
J. llarry Kauffman, West Chester, Pa. 
Loui Kaufman, Fargo, N. D. 
R uben Kaufman, Paterson, N. ]. 
C. E. Hill I Kauvar, Denver, Colo. 

Israel J. Kazis 
M lvin Keiffer 

ath:mi l 1. Kell r, New Brunswick, N. ]. 
Juliu Kerman, Lorain, Ohio 
Joseph K l r, Arverne, N. Y. 
Jerome Ke tenbaum, New York, N. Y. 
Edward Kiev, New York, N. Y. 
Mey r Kimmel, Long Beach, . Y. 
J. Ush r Kirsl1blum, Flushing, N. Y. 
Kurt . Klappholz, Hroohlyn, N. Y. 
I rael Klavan, Williamsport, Pa. 
Joshua Klavan, Washington, D. C. 
Max Kleiman, Peek.~kill, N. Y. 
Sidney Kleiman, ew York, . Y. 

lex Y. Kl in, Appleton, Wisc. 
Bert . Kl in 

d" ard E. KI in, ew York, Y . 
It.aar Kl in 
Jacob Kl in, Cleveland, Ohio 
Joseph I lt'in, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Maurie Kl iub rg 
Philip Kleinman, Portland, Oregon 
Irving Klibansky, Le ington, Ky. 
Maurice l. Kli r , Philadelphia, Pa. 
Bernard Kligfcl<l, Nciv Y orlc, . Y. 
Al<'x S. Kline, El PMo, Texas 
Al •xand r . Klin , El Paso, Texa.5 
A. Koher, ew York, N. Y. 
Elihu . Kochin, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Her rl1 I Ko nig b rg, Broolrlyn, . Y. 
Eugt'ne Kohn, w Y orfc, . Y. 
Ja oh Kohn, T,os Angele , Calif. 

. Jo hua Kohn 
Ephraim . Kolatrh, Newport cws, Va. 

athan KolJin, Ri h111011d, Va. 
lilton A. Kopst in, Cleveland, Ohio 

Bertram "\; . Korn 
:idn y Kosof k.y, Bloomfield, N. ]. 
Jncob Kraft 
~aul Krnft 
Marcu Kram r 

imon C. Kram r, Bronx, N. Y. 
William 1. Kram r, Chicago, Ill. 
Benjamin Kra now 
.lu1iu Krav tz 
B njamin Kreitman 
Solomon Krnv ky, Allentown, Pa. 
Jo eph E. Krit·kstei n, Mt. Cl me,is, Mich. 
Alter Kri gel, Vero11a, . J. 
My r . Kripk , cw l,ondon, Conn. 
J ra 1 Kri lov, Clevelancl, Ohio 
A. Linco ln Krohn, Phoenix, Ariz. 
Eno h IJ. Kronheim, Jamestown, N. Y. 
Leon Kronish, Minmi JJcach, Fla. 

athan Il. Kru ger, Rrirlgeton, N. J. 
Loui Kuppin, Qui11cy, Ill. 
Michael Kurz, Am terdam, N. Y. 
Irving L. Kutoff, pringfield, Ohio 

L 

Jerome Lnhovitz, a annah, Ga. 
Manuel Laderman, Denver, Colo. 
Hyman J. Landau, C£1mbriclge, ilfoss. 
fo II Landau 1dcago, Ill. 

H. . Landf'. , Revere, M(lss. 
forri . Land , , Johnstown, Pa. 
It r F. Land sman, llrooklyn, Y. 

Leon . Lang, Philadelphia, Pa. 
, amu 1 Lang 'r, Ozone Park, N. Y. 
Philip A. Langh, Oakland, Calif. 
Harry La ker, ew York, . Y. 
Meir La, k r, Philculelflhia, Pa. 
Abraham L. La n, Chicago, Ill. 
B rnard Lavin 
Maurice A. Lazowi k, Chicago, Ill. 



Max H. Leader, W' ashing ton, Pa. 
hrael Lebendiger, Liberty, N. Y. 
Arthur B. L bowitz, Lansing, Mich. 
Saul Leeman, ew Britain, Conn. 
Aaron H. Lefkowitz, Long Branch, N. ]. 
Irving Lehrman, Miami Beach, Fla. 
Moees Lehrman, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Juliu A. Leibert 
Jacob Le'bowitz, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mo es E. Leiter, Middle Village, N. Y. 
Arthur J. Lelyve]d, ew York, N. Y. 
Monroe J. L ven , Des Moines, Iowa 
Joseph Levenson 
Irving M. Levey, Brockton, Mass. 
Samson H. Levey, Chicago, Ill. 
Eliezer A. Levi 
Herschel Levin, pringfi,eld, Mass. 
Joeeph B. Levin, Newark, N. J. 

. I. Levin, Minneapofo, Minn. 
Her chel Levine, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
lerael leer Levine, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Jacob Levine, Los Angeles, Calif. 
Lee J. Levinger, New York, N. Y. 
Nathan Levineon, Wildwood, N. J. 

athnn Levin on 
B. L. Levinthal, Philadelphia, Pa. 
hrael H. Levintha], Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Louis Leviteky, Newark, N. }. 
Abraham J. Levy, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Felix A. Levy, Chicago, Ill. 
J. Aaron Levy, Stockton, Calif. 

imcha Levy, Perth Amboy, ]. 
Theodore . Lewi , Brooklyn, . Y. 
Mendell Lewitte , Dorchester, Mass. 
Mordecai H. Lewitte , Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Leo Lichtenberg 
Benjamin A. Lichter, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
George B. Lieberman, Canton, Ohio 
Joehua Loth Liebman, Boston, Mass. 
Leon J. Li breich, Trenton, N. ]. 
J oeeph H. Lief 
Emanuel L. Lif chitz 
David G. Light, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Reuben Lincoln, ew York, . Y. 

idney Lindenberg, Greenwich, Conn. 
Philip Lipis 
Eugene J. Lipman 
Jerome Lipnick, Wilmington, Dela. 
Philip Li to kin, Highland Park, . J. 
Augu tus F. Loeb 
Joseph H. Lookstein, New York, N. Y. 
Erne t M. Lorge 
Loth r Luba ch, Elyria, Ohio 

athan Lublin, Bronx, . Y. 
Rudolph Lupo, Los Angele , Cali f. 
Maurice Lyon , t. Loui , Mo. 

M 

Max foccoby, Mt. Vernon, . Y . 
M er Ma hli , Valley tream, 1 • Y. 
R eub n J. Magil, H arrisb11rg, Pa. 
fariu M. fogn , Brooklyn, . Y. 

iJliam . Malev, Jamaica, . Y. 
R. Malino, Danbury, Conn. 
E. Manacher. Roch ter, Y . 

Alb rt . Mand Jhaum, Bronx, . Y . 
orl L. Man llo, Wichita, Kan . 

Hugo Mant I 
harl Mantinhand, Aberde n, 1d. 

H. athun fanu 1, Bronx , . Y. 
Jacob R. Marcu , Cincinnati, Ohio 
Jo eph Marcu , w York, . Y. 
Rob rt . Marcu 
I ra l Marp;olie , Englewod, . ]. 
Jo eph H. Margoli , Mald n, Mass . 

Elias Margoli, Mt. Vernon, . Y. 
Harry . Margoli , St. Paul, Minn. 
I adore Marine, Brooklyn, . Y. 

i on Markel, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Albert L. Martin, Bridgeport, Conn. 
C. David Matt, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Morri Max, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Jacob R. Mazur, t. Louis, Mo. 
Maurice Maxw II fozure, Greenville, . C. 
B rnard Mednick, Quebec, Canada 
Irving L Melamed, Chicago, Ill. 
Rapha I H. M lamed, Elizabeth, N. J. 
David J. Meltzer 
. F lix Mend l ohn, Chicago, Ill. 

Jo hua 0. Mer minsky, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Meyer Meremin ky 
Abraham J. 1e ch, Birmingham, Ala. 
Mo es 1\1.! chelo.ff, Miami Beach, Fla. 

haim Me kin, Bronx, . Y . 
olomon R. Metz, W a hington, D. C. 

Kurt L. Metzger, Glens Falls, N. Y. 
I idor . Meyer, Ridgefield, . ]. 
Max Meyer, Flushing, L. I. 
Louis Milgrom 
Irving Miller, Racine, Wisc. 
Irving Miller, Far Rockaway, N. Y. 
I ruel Miller, Bronx, N. Y. 
Jo eph Miller, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Marshall Mill r, Kanscu City, Kans. 
M yer Miller 

lig J. MilJ r 
oJomon MilJer, ioux City, Iowa 
ri Mill r, ew Orleans, La. 

Abraham E. Millgram, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Alb rt G. Minda, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Jacob . Minkin, New York, N. Y. 
Efrahim H. Min berg, Poughkeep ie Y. 

amuel K. Mir ky, Brooklyn, . Y.' 
Jacob L. Moine ter, New York, . Y. 
B njamin Morgen t rn, Brooklyn, . Y. 

. Morg nstern, Liberty, . Y. 
olomon I. Mo e on, Albany, . Y. 

I rael Mow howitz, Omaha, Nebr. 
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. _ AMjRICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency 00mmi ttees August 20, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

At his press conference at the 'tnlite House on Thursday, August 16, 1945, 
President Truman commented on the Palestine question and his statement 
has attracted widespread attention. 

You m~ not have read a full account of the President's statement. We 
are therefore submitting for your information a detailed report of what 
took place at the press conference. 

The President was asked wheiher anything about "the Jewish National State" 
was discussed at Potsdam. He answered that he had discussed the matter 
with Mr. Churchill and Mr. Attlee and that they are still discusGing it, 

The next question was whether the matter had also been taken up with 
Generalissimo Stalin. The President answered in the negative, and added 
that there was nothing that Stalin could do about it. 

The third and final question was: What was the American view on Palestine 
put forth at the ~erlin conference? The President answered that the Ameri­
can view on Palestine is that we want as many Jews as possible to be let 
into that countey; that then the matter will have to be worked out diplo. 
mati cally with the British and the Arabs so that if a State can be set up 
in Palestine, they m~ be able to set it up on a peaceful basis. The 
President added that he has no desire to send 500,000 American soldiers 
to make peace in Palestine. 

The Zionist reaction to the views expreesed by President Truman is con,. 
tained in a statement issued by the Jewish Agency for Palestine in London. 
where Zionist leaders from all parts of the world had just concluded the 
World Zionist Conference. 

The full text of the Jewish Agency's statement issued on August 17, 1946 
followss 

"The Jewish Agency for Falestine is gratified to learn that the 
proposal to establish Palestine as a Jewish State is under active 
consideration. Jews eve~here appreciate the recognition by the 
.American Government of the justice of the Jewish desire to bring 
to Palestine as many Jews as possible and re.establish a national 
state. 

"The Agency muat point out that the Pale~tine issue primarily con• 
earns the Jewish people, the Arabs of Palestine and the Great Powers. 
Arabs of states neig!lboring FaJ.estine have no other status in Pales• 
tine tban all o.iier members of thP, 'United Nations, 
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11 The question of Palestine is one of the many int ernational problems 
whose solution must be conceived in justice and equity, and carried 
out with determination. The notion that large military forces would 
specially be required in the case of Palestine, has, in the conviction 
of the Jewish Agency, no relation to the realities of the situation. 

"If the future of Palestine is now under considerati on by tho Qircat 
Powers, the Jewish Agency representing the Jewish peopl ,1 in matters 
Palestinian, must claim to be a party to all discussions and negotia­
tions on equal footing with any national government. 11 

You will be receiving additional information from us on this important 
matter. A round-up of press opinion on President Truman's statement will 
be sent to you after all the necessary material has been gathered. In the 
meantime, please be guided by the above information in attempting to evalu­
ate the significance of the President's utterance. 

HLS:MI-lli 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees August 20, 1945 

Fro,,,. Rarey L. Shapiro 

The next six or seven months may be a most significant period in the 
history of our movement. Decisions may be made during this time which 
may determine the future political configuration of Palestine. It will 
be necessary that the political work of our movement be coordinated as 
never before and that the central group, the American Zionist Emergency 
Council. have the full cooperation of every local committee throughout 
the nation. The degree of our effectiveness will greatly influence the 
eX)?ected decisions in our favor. 

In order that the Emergency Council mey be helpful in furthering this 
cooperation it has been decided to revise our administrative plan by 
expanding the Department of Community Contacts, and Mr. J, M. Alkow 
has been selected to direct the program of this dopartmont. Under his 
direction, representatives of the Department may be sent to certain 
communities in order that they may bring necessary confidential infonna­
tion to the committees and be helpful in advising on procedures and 
ac ti vi ti es. 

I am certain that y.pu will give Mr. Alkow the cooperation of your 
committee at all times. In the past Local Emergency Committees have 
done a splendid job and I hope that this excellent record may be rr.ainp 
tained ih the coming critical d~ys. 

Regards. 

HLS:MH 



-~ AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL '• , 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Dcue August 21, 1945 

From Harr/ L. Shapiro 

It is extremely important that there be a correct appraisal of President 
Truman's statement with regard to Palestine in the press throughout the 
country. You will be rendering our cause a. great service if you now make 
evecy effort to obtain editorial comment in your local newspapers along 
the lines indicated in this memorandum. Do not submit the memora.ndum to 
zour editors. Give the~ tY:pewritten co~ies of the outline only. 

OUTLINE OF EDITORIA!., 

1. :Believers in justice eve~rwhere are deeply gratified by President Truman's 
announcement that the proposal to establish Palestine as a Jewish State is 
being given active consideration. Th.is pressing human problem, the solution 
of which is a matter of life and death for the Jewish people, cannot be 
side-stepped, and President Truman's expressed desire to deal with the ques­
tion without delay- gives new hope to the shattered remnants of European Jewry 
who look to Palestine as their only salvation. 

2. In declaring that the American Government desires to let into Palestine 
as many Jews as possible and. re-establish a national state there, President 
Truman has reaffirmed the traditional American position on Palestine. Our 
historic policy of support for Jewish aspirations in Palectine has been 
repeatedly expressed by every American precident since Woodrow Wilson, by 
a Joint Resolution of both Houses of Congress, and by forthright declarations 
in the 1944 platforms of both the Democratic and Republican parties. In re­
cent years, as the eta.ggering blows to the Jewish people increased in in­
tensity, the American people have insistently demanded that justice must at 
long last be done to the Jews, and that the historic pledge contained in the 
Balfour Declaration and in the Palestine Mandate be fulfilled. 

3. Those who are well acqua.1.nted with Middle Eastern affairs are puzzled 
by President Truman's assertion tha.t he has no desire to send a half millio'n 
American seldiers to keep order in Palestine. Experts on the Arab world 
have time and again pointed out that no active Arab resistance would follow 
a United Nations declaration in favor of a Jewish Commonwealth • .Any impres­
sion which may have been created that a decision on Palestine favorable to 
the J€ws would require the intervention of the American and British raili tary 
1s the result of political propaganda. spread by those responsible for the 
infamous policy of the White Paper of 1939, which prohibits Jewish immigra,­
tion into Palestine. 
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Is it reasonable to sup, ose that th e Arab countries will oppose by force 
a d.eci si on taken by the Great Powers? In this connection it is well to 
point out that no more than two British battalions were required to put 
down the Iruq· revolt of 1941; that during the disturbc.1!lces of 1936-1939 in 
Pn.1. ostine, when terrorists were receiving aid and support from Hitler and 
Mussoli:1i, order was re-established. cyonly one British division aided by 
Jewi nh settlement police, 

The Arab states, rel ~· ing as they are on .American economic assist ance and 
friendship, wj.thout which their existence would become highly probler.1atical, 
cnnnot seriously conte~plute the use of armed force against us. Even if 
Arab leaders considered embarking on such a suicidal project, they could 
must er ver-:1 few troops with little training and equipment and no desire to 
fi e;ht, 

Arab l eaders -- the same individuals who actively supported the Axis in 
thi s war and who proclaimed their allegiance to the United Nati ons only 
after the Germans were beaten beyond recovery- -- intent upon haltine the 
wave of progress which would inevitably follow the establishment of Pales­
tine as a Jewish State, and promoted by those forces responsible for the 
Whit e Paper policy, are now engaged in an all-out effort to terrorize the 
democrutic world into denying the just claims of the Jewish people. It is 
to be hoped that the rantings and idle threats of a few feudal chieftans 
will not be taken seriously by those charged with the responsibility of 
creating a new and better world wherein all men may be given the opportunity 
to live in freedom and security • . 

HLSHmP 
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A.MERICAftJ ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date September 10 , 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The following round-up of Jewish press comment on President Truman's 
recent statement with regard to Palestine will supplement the infonnation 
on this subject already sent to you. 

The initial reaction of the Jewish press was to hail the f act that t he Presi­
dent had 11 kept his word" and had placed tho Palestine questi on on the 
agenda of the international conferences. The statement ·was gene ral l y 
regarded as a declaration by the American Government favorable to J ewish 
aspirations in Palestine. 

Later comment was more reserved, however, and Jewish editori al writers 
and columnists found a great deal that was objectionaqle L 1 the s tatement. 

On August 19, the Jewish Morning Journal declared: 11 Whcn the President 
emphasizes that he is opposed to sending an anny to keep peace in Pal estine, 
he hints that he sees danger ahead •.• This alone can have an adverse effect. 
If the Arabs should be made to feel that the world is afraid of them •.. 
they will continue their efforts to fri ghten :Britain and America •.• Vis-a­
vis the Arabs, evidence of power and a clea~cut deci si on ar c undoubtedly 
necessary, inasmuch as they have been incited and encouraged to opposition •.. 
The Jewish Sta.to must not be placed und.er a question mark. I t should be­
come a 'must, 1 an obligation on the part of Britain and America, a matter 
of historic justice to a people which for thousands of years was maligned 
and robbed of its due. 11 

The Jewish Da.y of August 19 declared: "The :British Govcrnm f.3nt never con­
sulted the Arab states about Palestine until 1939, when it resolved to 
introduce the White Paper policy •.• ]ritain needed support for its action, 
and from whom could it obtain that support if not from the Arabs? Thus 
was born the Arab-Jewish Conference of 1939, to which were invited not 
only the Jews and the Arabs of Palestine, who are directly concerned with 
the economic and Political future of that country, but also neighboring 
Arab princes who have no stake in Palestine. 11 The editorial expressed 
disappointment over the fact that President Roosevelt followed this 
pattern and dealt with Ibn Saud, and that now Presidont Truman seoms to 
place great emphasis on the Arabs of the neighboring countries. 

Jacob Fishman, in his column in the Jewish Morning Journal on August 21, 
said that the Arabs will 11 talk business" only when thoy lmow that tho 
:Sig Throe do not fear Ibn Saud's threats. 11:Prosidont Truman should be 
made aware of this," said Mr. Fishman. nr believe that his fe eling 
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towards us is one of good will, but his false illusion (about the need for 
sending American soldiers to keep peace in Palestine) will not produce good 
results." 

--------------
SCATTERED COMMENT IN THE GENERAL PRESS 

The New York Herald-Tribune of August 18, carried an editorial interpreting 
President Truman 1 s statement as a declaration calling for II the fulfillment 
of the Balfour Declaration's promise of a Jewish national state," and added 
that "the President I s stand ••• is the only ono which Americans, in all con­
science, could approve." 

"The consensus here is, we believe, that the 'Mlite Paper was wrong, was an 
expedient of appeasement, and should now be corrected. This is the time 
to correct it. This nation, moroover, is directly concerned because of its 
adherence to the Balfour Declaration embodied in the mandate ~r~~ted to 
Great Britain by the League of Nations in 1917, an adherence specifically 
backed by Congressional resolution. The fact that its fulfillI11cnt has been 
delayed and, in the turmoil of the last fow years, jeopardi ~cd han dismayed 
men of good will here as elsewhere," the Herald Tribune said. (This editorial 
has been widely reprinted by other nowspapors throue)lout tho co\L"ltr.1.) 

The Youngstown (Ohio) Vindicator on August 17, 1945 disc\.i_ssca. the question 
of relations with the Arabs raised by President Truman's st atement , and 
concluded: 

"Now that the war is ended, the :British do not have to be so careful of 
Arab feelings. And Victor Bienstock, European editor of thG Overnoas News 
Agency and an export on tho Middle East, wrote recently th:1,t the Arabs 
1will accept any settlement of the Palestine problem which the;? feel the 
British are determinod to impose, especially if that solution h : .s tho 
approval of the United States and the Soviet Union. 111 

H:PM:MH 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

COl!FIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees September 18, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

By the time this memorandum reaches you, you may have read J ewish press reports 
that President Truman has written a letter to Prime Minist er Attl ee of Gr r at 
Britain, suggesting that the British Government issue 100,000 immi Grati on certi­
ficates into Palestine for European Jews; a.11d also the statement issued by 
Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise as joint chairmen of our Council. 

The text of the statement by Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise follows: 

11 The Zionist movement in America, together with all Americans of good 
will, welcomes with great satisfacti 0n the news that President Tru.~~n 
has written a letter to Prime Minister Attlee of Great Britain, re­
questing that immigration certificates in the amount of 100 ,000 be 
issued to Europe 1 s uprooted and homeless Jews. If this officiaJ. 
suggestion of the President is followed by tho British Government, 
it will be the first great humanitarian act in many years on behalf 
of suffering JowrJ, and we shall be proud to know that it c~Je about 
through American initiative. 

11 The demand for an immediate issue of 100, 000 certificates was pr 
sented many months ago by tho Jewish Agency for Pal estine to the 
Churchill Government in London. Recently, as a rosult of tho London 
Zionist Conference, it was again subnitted to the new Labor Govern­
ment. Here, the American Zionist Emergency Council requested the 
support of the United States Government for this demand. It is 
credibly reported that Mr. Earl G. Harrison, American represent, tive 
on the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, was dispatch0d by 
the Government on an official. mission to Europe, and upon his r oturn 
he stated that at lenst 100,000 Jews in Europe must be provid d with 
an imr.iediate haven, and that Palestine offers the best haven pos.,i bl e. 

"In conclusion, let us sound a word of caution. This measure , oven 
if consummated, is no solution of the Jo~ish problem. The probl em 
still remains to be solved by politicol decisions, ro-establishin 
Pal estine as a Jewish State, which is the unalterable goal of the 
World Zionist Organization." 

THE STORY BEHIND PRESIDENT TRUMAJ:1 1 S LETTER 

Tho unorthodox manner in which the report of President Truman 1s lett er to 
Mr. Attlee was made public surely did not escape your notice. A great deal of 
indignution has been aroused by the fact that it wQs Mr. Guy 11. Gillette, on 
behnlf of one of the Bergson-sponsored paper organizations, the Ai~erican Le e 
For A Free Palestine, who released. the news. Indeed. as you will see from the 
fol l owing account of the developments, this act of the :Bergson group wan not 
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only c...1-ieap sensationalism, but might prejudice the successful conr,u·:-u-,at i on of 
the negotiations on this vital matter. It is clear, of course, that b;i t},i_~ 

maneuver tho Bergson group sought to create the impression tha t it :i. s bri r :-:inn­
about Governr.1ental action on behalf of uprooted :European Jewry ancl that it is 
responsible for e.ny favorable steps that m~· bo +.aken. This is another i~ th 
series of unscrupulous acts per:Jetrated by a small group of op~ortunistic ad­
venturers. 

In their ctaternent to the press Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver refrained from clealing 
with this aspect of the matter. They had to be guided, above all , b~" considera­
tions of Zionist policy. 

Hore, ho ·rover , we can tell you the stor./ as it occurred. As r.10nt i ')r ,:d in our 
statement in the press, the demand for 100 ,000 certificates wan submitted by 
the Jewish Agency to the Churci1ill Government in a memorandum of Juno, 1945 , 
and later to the Attlee GoverTh~ent. A fortnight ago, the Colonial Office offered 
the Je\•ri sh Agency 1500 certificates ac the balance of the ~fui to Pay,or quota. 
The Je\·1ish .A-~ency refused to accept those certificates, informin~·, ·10 :British 
Govnrnment that it could not consider this since an ar,plication fr,r- lO CJ , Cf' O 
certificates had been in the new Government I s hand"' for two m0nthr. . Tho : ewinh 
.Agency also stated that "in general, the war now bE-ing over, the J'ewi sh J-..{'"f'" _cy 
can~ot pos~ibly be party to, or enter into discuss ion of any ar a 6 mcnts based 
on the 'White Pa:;.:,er of 1939. 11 

The American Zionist Emergency Council has made various approaches to the White 
:Iouse and on Ca-pi tol Hill in orcler to ga.in the support of the Prr;s jJi.ont ar.cL ,Jf 
tho Governr.10nt for the denand that 100,000 immigration certificat e~· be issued. 
The fi t;ure demanded by the Jewish 11.gcncy tallied with the figure r e ~orr.::1cnd ·d 
by Earl G. Harrison, who went to Europe on a mio ion of inquiry on b0h~lf of 
the Government. Thanks to Mr. Harrison's report a._'1.d Zionint u!',~:i ·-1 · , President 
Truman, to our great satisfaction, decided to intervene offi cic.l ly \·1~ th tr.' ' 
3ritish Govorr.ment. Wo were informed of the dovclopncnts , but wo had to avoid 
giving the whole matter premature publici ty. Furthormo-re, we haYc locrncd fr f'm 
an urdnpeachable source that the President himself had no intonti/")r. of mr...king 
public his let er to Mr . .h.ttlec at this juncturo. President Trurn:.m cvid ntly 
meant to publicize it in tho usual manner at n. 'lhi t e House press ~o f ... rem co 
when he felt that the time was ripe for tt.is - as soon as he ·.ms h.r;surerl that his 
req_uest was granted. We have learned that certain White House circles were 
g1~eatl;r disturbed and resentful over the premature and '..Ulauthori 2·ed st·.1.tement 
of r!r . Gillette. 

'::his may give you an idea of some of the difficulties wo face in r)ur work. It 
is not enough that we must plan daily to •Jin thG sympathy iJ.nd undcrs anding of 
Arr,e ricnn public opir-ion and the circles which shape Government policie "" • There 
is nlwev'-s the danger that so□ e sensationalist gro'.lp will II jur.-;11 ho tf-ln 11 und, for 
the sake of a newspaper scoop, run tho ri ..,k of antn.gol'li z ng tho s o v.-n;/ circlE a 
on whose support our entire enterprise may depend. 

The reported letter by President Truman to Primo !--inistor Attl ee i.r::w :rrimarily 
a humanitarian gesture on behalf of tho homeless J ewish ref· o c- of Euroy,e. It 
ney- be, of cours • that an effort \I ill b e nade to im~n-t this, r.ot r:wro~.~r ar· 
an emergency measure quite apart from tho definitive solution of tho P cstine 
question, but to treat it as a final settlement or''Bolution. 11 It is cvr;n c.on-
c ivable, though we hope not likely , that the ,~r nt of cortificat r, n L:.t th-i.., 
time !!w~r be coupled with other ncasuros dotri!:lontnl in character to "offsc II i . 
Wo ·mU'"'G, therefore, be on gun.rd against u.n over-enthusiastic reaction to c..r.y 
announce ,.mt that nay be made along the lines indi cntcd by President Tru□n 's 
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lot tor; for r.iuch will depend on the reception we accord such u step. If i r is 
recci vcd exuberantly, the Governments concerned ma~r feel that we are satisfied 
with this action and may be inclined to let it go at that, with, verhaps , the 
ad.di ti on of another limited quota of Jewish immigrants. If, on the other hanc, 
our reaction to such an announcement is reserved, ancl. indicates to the :Sri tis:b. 
and. ).merican Governments that while we are grateful for such er1e1"'gcncy alloca.tion 
of certificates we have, nevertheless, not been diverted from our ma .. ior Zionist 
objectives, then tho inclination of the British and American Gove rnnent('! to deal 
more fully and quickly with our political demands will be increD.scd. 

~1Te will continue to insist on our full Zionist program. And it is our unqualified 
demand for a Jewish State that must be repeatedly, even constantl:r, called to the 
attention of our Government. We hope that the facts contained in this memorandum 
will make you fully aware of the significance of the request we mo.(e of you in 
ou:i.· communication of SeptGmbor 11th. President Truman must lmow that wo are call­
ing for the fulfillment of .t.he pledge of a Jewi sh Commom~ealth, anc1. not r.wrcly 
for a new immigration quota, howcvor large. We urgo you, therefore, to bend 
every effort to carry out the task outlined in our earlier momor~ndu..~. 

HLS:MBP 
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lH GHT LETTER SEPTEMBER 25, 1945 

TC: CHAIRMEN LOCAL EMERGENCY tOl~ITTEES 

·TE ABE NOW FACING UNPBECEDENTFJ) CRISIS MAXIUG IT Il'U'ERA.TIVE WE MOBILIZE 

ALL OUR ENERGIES AND RESOURCES TO AVERT CATASTROPHIC POLITIC.ttL DECISION 

BE!NG PLJ\liJnED. ~1E ARE CALLING l!A.TIONAL EMERGENCY ZIOUI$T CONFEREHCE IN 

WASHil;GTON, D. C. AT JEWISH COMJ:,IUliITY CENTER, SIXTEENTH J'JID Q, ST 33TS, 

N. W. ON THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4, 9:00 A. M. YOUR CO 1I-:U1TJ:TY MUST BJ IU.i!Pl'f­

SEFTED THEBE TO TAKE ACTION WHICH CRITICAL SITUATION DEMilIDS. COl:vFJl'lE 

YOUR EHERGENCY COMMITTEE IMMEDIATELY JUID SELECT TWO OR MORE DELEG.AT S TO 

.ATTElID THIS EMERGENCY MEETil~G. PRIOR TO THEI DEPARTURE FOR u:~sHil·,GTON 

HA E THEM WIRE OR PHONE THEIR CONGRESSMEJ:T i ND SEU.A.TORS REQ,UEST I:TG PERSO r L 

APPOINTMENTS FOR THURSDAY BETWEEN HOURS OF 11:00 A. -1. AND 1:00 P. •1• 

ADVISE SHAPIRO IMMEDIATELY 11 ~S YOUR DELEGATES. C.Al.TNOT OVER- -D?Ht~SIZE 

IMPORTANCE THIS MEETING. PREBEQUISITE FOR EFFECTIVE Al!D SUCCESSFUL C01~ 

FE:REiJCE IS IARGE BEPRESEllTATIVE ATTEND.Al!CE. URGE ~.dAT YOU HELP .ACHIE _.;j 

THIS!> ALSO IMBO~JT YOU COiIDUCT LOCAL MASS UEETD G TO VOICE INDIG.d.A.r.i i c 

AUD XPPBEHEl SIO~ YOUR COMMUNITY OVER DECISIC'- Q_ PALESTINE IOO>ORT:EDLY BEING 

PL.rll- r.ED :BY :BRITAIN AND TO DEMA.1."'ID OUR GOVERN143!UT Il:SIST BRITAIN FULFILL ITS 

PLEDGE OF JEWISH PALESTI.LJE. 

s/ : 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
STE?HE:r S. WISE 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Commit tees Date October 12, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Attached is a copy of R letter sent by Dr, Abba nillel Silver to the 
delegates who attended the National Emer6ency Zionist Conference held 
at Washington, D. C. on October 4. 1945. 

Please have your committee inspire a number of letters to one or more 
of the twelve Senators \•rho aided our cause in recent a.~rs ( see page 2 
of letter). This would be very helpful in encouraging their fut 1rre 
assistance to our movement. 

At the present time many co:nrnunities are conducting mass protest 
meetings . If your community has not yet conducted such a.I1 acti vi t:{, 
may I urge that you do this immecliat.ely . The results of these demon­
strations are most effective in developing a broad , favorable public 
o inion for our movement, and also may influence the future actions 
of the Executive branches of our Government. 

Attached also is a c,,py of the resolution which was apnroved at the 
Washington Conference . 

HLS:NF 
Encs. 

• 
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October 10 , 194b 

( C O F :) 

I am taking this opportunity to exrress , on ·oehnlf of the American 
Zi oni st Emergency Council our 6rotitn.cle for your fi.ne. efforts in connection 
wi th the Nat i onal Erner e cy Zioni :-t Conference held in :!ashi ngton last 
Thursday , October 4th . To journe~r to the nation's capital on ... ho rt notice, 
especial ly in these times , is a perconal sacrifice; we ,ore , ther fore, 
heartened by the magnificent tu_"'n-o 1.t n.nd lJy the spi ri of the athering 
I think you will agree that the results of ,"our trip cor.ipenGa e for what­
eve r inconvenience was involved . 

During the f ew da~r s that have elap d since 
attempted to appr aise the results of thnt meeting 
nificance in relation o the activities now oin 
Zionist mov ment in this country. 

ur Conference , we have 
2.nd to determine its oig­
carried forward by tho 

I am h,I~Y to advise you that the Conference met with complete success . 
It was an event of great pol i tici1l significance , judging from the reaction 
of official Washingt on to your conferences with the membe r ship of both Hou~cs 
of Coneress on that day. Seldom have our country ' s elected rcprescnt~tives 
receivod such a st r iking indicat i on of public opi nion on a particular qucGtion , 
and you are to be com.~cndod for the efficient and able manner in vhich ou ·nd 
tho other del egates carried out this important assienmcnt . 

We have been successful in our efforts to focus the attention of our 
Gove r nment on the Palestine question as one of the burnine issues of the day . 
Th r ough our hi storic rally in Madison Square Garden and the other great out­
pourings of humanity which are taking place throuGhout tho country , we are 
demonst rating th· t Ame-rican 1mblic opinion , both Jowi~h and non- Jewish , is 
overwhcl minslY i~ favor of the opc_1n. of Pn.lestine 1 o doors to unrestricted 
Jewi sh i mmigration and the :-:-c-f"\E;-r,abliGl"'.r"ent of that country us a Je lish State . 
Now that Pal ~,; tine is li:· sh on hw J. ~. vt; cf internat i onal p r oblems requi r ing 
prompt attention, it is 0 i· .c sporci. iliiiy to keep alive this nationwi de 
int er est . This can be (l,.Jnv i11 a i-.unl,c r of ways , and I CJn including n. few 
sug est ions that may })l'ovo hel:v:ul 4.io you in the immodio.to future . 

Your program of od_ucntion in r·cl[Ltion to the membe r shi of b() th Houses 
of Congress must be continued . Tho contacts you have sto. J.ished ove r the 
past years , and on Thur Jd'.ly , must be mDir.tained and developed. To that end , 
may- I suggest that you immediately send let+~r s o your ~enators and Repr e­
sentatives expressi ng thanks f or Thursday 1s intervi ew. Throu h continued 
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correspondence with the members of Congress you will be in a position to 
ans".,er any questions that may arise in the future. You should alweya keep 
them informed of expressions of public opinion in your community with regard 
to Palestine and send them all significant editori~l comnent that furthers 
our aspirations. Needless to say, our office will always be ha)py to surrly 
you with any information that you may require in the preparation of this 
naterial. May I urge you, too, to send copies of all such correspondence 
to our New York Headquarters. 

As you know, a number of our country's leading Senators made vigorous 
speeches on the floor of the Senate last Tuesday, October 2nd, in ,hich they 
assailed the British Government's policy on Palestine, and demanded the 
op0ning of Palestino 1s doors to unrestricted Jewish i nmigration and the ful­
fillment, without delo.y, of tho pledge of a Jewish Cot.1:Jonwealth. Those men, 
who have espoused our cause with enthusiasr.1 and detemination , should be 
further strengthened with the lmowledge that their efforts are grateful ly 
received by the Jews of A;.1eri ca. 

Will you, therefore, see to it that a substantial nur.iber of letters 
from your comaunity go for1ard to the following me.bers of the nited States 
Senate who charapioned our prorran so aclnirably on the floor of the Senate 
and in statements to the p r ess: 

( D) Al bon i1 
• l3arkl ejr - Kentucky 

(R) Owen :Srewst ., r - •lai e 
(R) Hor:1er Forguson - ? ichi ..-:-an 
(D) Joseph F. Guffey - Penns;ylvania 
(D) Ea_,,,in c. Johnso. - Colorndo 
{D) :Bri en ,IcMahcn - Connecticut 
(D) Jam r.- .I . Mead - New York 
(D) Jar.H' S E. i,urrey - Monto.na 
(R) Leverett Saltonstall - Massachusetts 
(R) :{ • .Alo.xnnder Snith - N .w Jorso;y· 
(R) Ro·oort A. Tctft - Ohio 
(D) Robert F. Wagner - ew York 

Whil we have accor.ipli shed .iuch ·within the past few 'v'CCks , our r eaJ. 
task is still before us. Wo are now in tho nost r.ior.cntous period in the 
history of our movement, and every dey - every hour -- is vital. I a~ 
confident that you will continue this all-important work with undiminished 
vigor and that, together, we will meet the historic responsibili ties of the 
hour. 

I remain with nll good wishes and kindest personal regards , 

Very cordially yours, 

AHS~SMH Abba Hill l Silver 
Chainnun, Executive CorIL~ittee 
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RESOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL ZIONIST Ei,!ERGE CY CONFERENCE 

'WASHINGTON, D. C. , OCTOBER 4 , 1945 

e, the delegates to the ~ational Zionist Emergency Conference, represent­
ing the sentiments of the overwhelP.ling majority of the Jews of America, assembled 
here in Washington, D. C. this fourth dey of October, 1945, ad.ant the follo·.vin{~ 
resolution: 

·Te condemn the policy of the J3ri ti sh Government in excluding the homoleso 
and uprooted Jews of Europe from the Je\1ish national hom8 , its continued applica­
tion of the illegal White Paper, and its repudiation of solemn pledges to the 
Jcwi sh people. 

We applaud the forthright action of President Truman in urging upon the 
British Government the imrned:Late adr,lission to Palestine of 100 ,000 surviving Jews 
from the concentration camps of Europe. We respectfully urge hi~ to stand firmly 
and to insist upon this emergency measure as a first step in th e solution of the 
problem of Jewish nationo.l homelessness. We crul upon all mon of good will 
throughout the country, Christians and Jews alike, to give their full and articu­
late support to the President in tho stnnd he has tnken n.nd to mnko public cffirma.­
tion of their views in favor of l'alostine ns n. Jewish Comoonw .alth, ,,:ith full 
equality of right end stntus to ~11 inh~bitants of the land~ 

Reports hnve reached us thnt the British Gove ent is deploying its mili­
tary nnd naval forces e.gA.inst the Je,.-;ish refugees struggling despernt ely to enter 
the promised land nnd thn.t it is preparing to crush Je ish nc.tional <.~spirntions 
by nnned mi ght . 1e warn against the inevitable consequences of he course he 
British Government is pursuing. By its heartless policy, by its repeated failure 
to honor its international com-,itments, by its utter disregard of the official 
attitude of the United States Government and its defiance of American public 
opinion, it is sacrificin American friendship and goocl will . 

We apneal to the people of England and to the British Labor Party to recall 
thei r government to a sense of its interna ional obligations before it is too 
late . 

We pledge ourselves to throw all our resources into the st~1gsle which has 
been forced upon us. With the help of Almighty God, we shall fight on relentlessly 
till justice be done . 



AMERICAN ZIONIST ... MERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUf;, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

F1·om 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 17, 1945 

~ 
Harry L. Shapiro 

Yesterdey-, 17 Representatives spoke on the floor of the House in behalf of 
a Jewish Palestine. An additional 34 Representatives, who were not given 
the opportunity to talk because of lack of time, were pennitted by the House 
to have their speeches inserted in the "Congressional Record." 

The following is a list of the 51 Congressmen who spoke for our movement: 

(R) 
(D) 
(R) 
(D) 
(R) 
(D) 
(R) 
(D) 
(R) 
(D) 
(D) 
(D) 
(R) 
(D) 
(D) 
(D) 
(D) 
(D) 
(D) 
(D) 
(R) 
(D) 
(R) 
(R) 
(R) 

James c. Auchincloss - New Jersey 
H. Streett Baldwin - Maryland 
George H. Bender - Ohio 
Overton Brooks - Louisiana 
D. Emmert Brumbaugh - Pennaylva.nia 
Emanuel Cellar - New York 
Ralph E. Church - Illinois 
John M. Coffee - Washington 
Paul Cunningham - Iowa 
Thomas D 1Alesandro, Jr. - Maryland 
Hugh DeLacy - Washington 
John D. Dingell - Michigan 
Everett M. Dirksen - Illinois 
Mrs. Emily Taft Douglas - Illinois 
Mrs. Helen Gahagan Douglas - California 
Clyde Doyle - California 
Herman P. Eberharter - Pennsylvania 
George H. Fallon - Maryland 
Michael A. Feighan - Ohio 
James P. Geelan - Connecticut 
Angier L. Goodwin - Massachusetts 
Martin Gorski - Illinois 
Robert A. Grant - Indiana 
Charles A. Halleck - Indiana 
T. Millet Hand - Now Jersey 

(D) 
(D) 
(R) 
(D) 
(D) 
(D) 

. 
Franck R. Havenncr - Calif. 
fod R. Healy - California 
Christian A. Herter - Mass. 
Chet Holifield - California 
Walt er B. Huber - Ohio 
Ed. V. Izac - California 

(D) ~stes Kefauver - Tennessee 
(D) Augustine B. Kelley - Penn. 
(D) Hcnnan P. Kopplcmann - Conn. 
(D) Thonas J. Lane - Mass. 
(R) Earl R. Lewin - Ohio 
(D) John W. McCormack - Mass . 
(R) Gordon L. McDonough - Calif. 
(D) John i•!', Uurphy - Penn. 
(D) Donald L. O'Toole - New York 
(D) Ellis E. Patterson - Calif. 
(D) Philip J, Philbin - Mass . 
(D) Alexander J. Resa - Illinois 
(D) John J. Rooney - New York 
(D) Adolph J. Sabath - Illinois 
(D) Lansdale G. Sassccr - Md. 
(R) Joseph E. Talbot - Conn. 
(D) John H. Tolan - California 
(R) Richard J. Welch - Calif. 
(D) Samuel A.. Weiss - enn. 

(D) Mrs. Chase Going Woodhouse - Connecticut 

This activity in the House of Representatives is most likely one of the 
benefits of the American Emergency Zionist Conference of October 4th, dur­
ing which Zionist delegations from all parts of the country visited their 
Representatives and Senators. 

In order to maintain the present good-will of these Congressmen it would be 
helpful to have a substantial number of letters of appreciation sent to them. 
If your Representative participated,he should certainly receive a word of 
thanks and encouragement. Those Congressmen who come from neighboring dis­
tricts would also be glad to have your written approval of their outspoken 
efforts. 

Regarc.s. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

# 342 ~ADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Emergency Committees Date October 30, 1945 

~-----------
Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed herewith are: 

1) A coTJy of a letter to Miss Glora M. Wy·sner wh • ch Drs. Howard M. LeSourd 
and Carl Hermann Voss wrote in rebuttal to a resolution adopted by the Foreign 
Missions Conference of North America on September 28• This is only for your 
information and not for general distribution. 

2) A reprint of two articles by Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin which appeared in the 
October 20 ar..d 27 issues of "The Nation." This piece is available for limited 
distribution. 

Regards. 

HLS:CMH 
Encs. 
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Secreta,·y 
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
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Chairman 
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Q Op y 

Miss Glora M. Wysner 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Wysner: 

We have before us an item from the New York Times of October 1st, 
1945 referring to the vote of the Conmittee of Reference nnd 
Counsel of the Foreign Missions Conference of North America regis­
tering "its protest against the name chosen for the conference of 
supporters of political Zionism to be held in Nashington on November 
1-2, namely the World Christian Conference on Palestine." And we 
likewise have your letter notifying us of this resolution adopted 
by your Committee on September 28th. 

Our first reaction in reading these was one of fierce resentment, 
for the Foreign Missions Conference bas, it seems to us, indulged 
in an act of gross impertinence. 'lb.at opinion persists even at 
the present hour although we have waited several days to respond 
to your letter. It is utterly ridiculous for the Foreign Missions 
Conference to criticize the World Christian Conference on Palestine 
for using the name "Christian" and to protest because "it may be 
inferred from this nomenclature that all Christians are supporters 
of political Zionism." 

Who conferred upon the Foreign Ivll s sions Conference of North America 
the right to determine what titles and phraseology are to be used 
by organizations composed of Christians? This is a bit remote 
from the pu~pose of your organization and certainly has nothing 
to do with foreign missions! In the New York City telephone di­
rectory there is a whole column of organizations which carry the 
name "Christian." Are you going to take them to task because 
they espouse a program supported by only a segment of the Christian 
churches? Or hold convictions shared by only a few Christians? Or 
contend for objectives to which your organization is opposed? Two 
of the organizations listed in the New York telephone book are the 
Christian Businessmen's Comni ttee, Inc., and the Christian Mission­
ary Alliance, includin~ the Jewish branch of the latter. Do those 
two groups, one representing economic conservatism and the other 
standing to~ funda~entalist evangelism, reflect the attitudes of 
all Christians? Naturally not! Do you ask them to refrain from 



using the term "Christian" because you and i-ve find our3elves in disa­
greement with their programs? The question answers itself. Mlny groups 
usin~ the term "Christian" should be attacked by us because they are at 
varianc~ with everything for which we, as Christians, have stood. We 
refer to such groups as the Christian ,!obilizers, the Christian Front, 
the Cnristian Patriots, and many another group which has perverted the 
term "Christian" for its own infamous and ignominious ends. Has the 
Foreign Missions Conference launched an attack on them? Not that we 
have noticed! Your a:nmunition would be put to better use if you would 
do battle with these fascist groups, for +.hey are enemies of the kind of 
better world for which all Christians should strive. Why do you pick on 
our organization and ra~ain silent in the face of the real enemy? Nany 
people, who disagree completely with the program of the Foreign Missions 
Conference could justly complain because the term "Foreign Missions Confer­
ence of North America" implies an overall coverage of Foreign Mission 
groups, when in reality there are many on the L~ft and many on the Right 
(in both theology and politics)who have their own version of what foreign 
missions mean; thus they disassociate the~selvas completely from your 
organization. By your committee's criterion of criticism, your organization 
could be also criticized because its title might see~ pretentious and ~is­
leading to these people. 

Can it be said that the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
represents every Christian church? Of course not! The World Council of 
Churches, in turn, cannot be said to embrace Roman Catholicism and all 
Protestant denominations. You and your a sociates should know by now that 
it is fantastic to expect any organization, no matter how large and in­
clusive it may be, to include all groups and individuals ~vho have any 
association with the words used in a name or with the ideologies implicit 
in that titleo 

The Aroorican Christian Palestine Committee, composed of almost 3,000 
leading clergymen and more than ?,500 leaders in our political, social 
and economic life, has assented to our stated program (a copy of which 
we enclose). They enrolled as Christians who~ favor a program in accord 
with the aspirations of Zionism, and with implementation of the Zionist 
program. Our platform clearly states that we are bent on abolishing the 
impediments to the realization of Zionist goal. We join in this endeavor 
with an overwhelming majority of the Jewish people both here and abroad 
who are in accord with the Zionist program. Within Christendom we Christians 
cannot claim even a semblance of such agree~ent on projects expressing the 
Christian faith. 

We are fully aware that, as you state, "all Christians do not support" our 
view. :e deeply regret the confused counsel within the ranks of Christians; 
but more th~n that we deplore the apbthy of the Christian spirit and the 
lethargy of the Christian mind so characteristic of our own church people 
during these y~ars of Jew killing. So far as we can gather, virtually 
nothing has been done by Christian groups on behalf of suffering Jewry in 
Europe save to express sympathy at infrequent intervals. Seven million 
dead Jews cry to us from their graves to reproach us for our sins of omission 
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and our sins of commissions. 

We join you in regretting "that Christians are not more united in trying 
to do something constructive for the desperate Jews in Europe;" but we 
take issue with you when you regret "that the whole situation has been 
confused by centering the pressure in Palestine." The Palest i ne issue is 
as Eduard Lindeman calls it, "An Acid Test of Democ:racy0 " Attention must 

, 

be focused upon Palestine. Linked with the Palestine issue is the whole 
question of democratic rights everywhere in the world. As Reinhold tTiebuhr 
reiterates with conviction and eloquence, this is a two-fold problem: (1) 
defend and extend democracy in order to insure a plurali stic society, and 
(2) insist upon the fulfillment of the international pledges and commitments 
concerning Palestine made to the Jewish people by 52 nations, including our 
own. 

Some liberal Christians seem to think that they are doin he Jews a service 
by opposing Zionism. In reality, these decidedly illiberal Christians allign 
themselves thereby with reactionary forces here in the United s ates and with 
feudal reaction in the Middle East. They are undermi~ing tte democratic w~y 
of life; furthermore, these Christians link thems~lves wi h a splinter 
movement within Jewry, the anti-Zionist contingent which is a ne ligible but 
powerful and vocal minority who have the effrontery to claim they speak on 
behalf of American Jewry. 

The newspaper account in the New York Times hich may not be accurate, stated 
that your Comnit.tee protested because our Conference "disregarded the position 
of Arab residents of Palestine." If this statement is correctly rer orted, 
then ~ rmit us to inform your Committee tba-t its m3mbers have not read our 
statement of principles. We have always been fully aware of Arab rights in 
Palestine as have t i: e Jewish people t b ougb t he past quarter of a century. 
The Jewish Agency has constantly re ssured the Arabs, that full re l igious, 
political and social rights would be guaranteed to all inhabitants of Palestine, 
including the Arabs. Arab residents in Palestine have not suffered by Jewish 
colonization. As all objective studies show, the Arabs have indeed benefited 
more in Palest i ne than anywhere else in the Uddle East. 'di tnec,s the growth 
of Arab population in Palestine from 600,000 to 1,200,000 durin the past 25 
years and their greatly improved economic status. 

This tender solicitude on your part for the Arab residents of Palestine 
and this utter disregard of Jewish rights, legal and humanitarian, is, we 
must admit, not unique in the foreign Missions movement. It is quite in 
consonance with the attitude of foreign missionaries in the i ddle East, 
who ignore ths accom lishments of the Zionists and close their eyes to 
what Zionism could achieve as a stabilizing, creativ~ factor in the t edi-
t~rrenean world and as an aid in buildin democratic Arab federation. 
Intent solely on currying favor with British colonial officials and appeasing 
Moslem overlords, these missionaries of the myopic mind ignore the facts of 
improvement in the Arabs' status due to Zionist achievements of the past 
quarter century. They invoke the b p;aboo of t he "long suffering, persecuted 
Arab resident in Palestine." What a perversion of the truth these mi uided 



missionaries foster: And how duped they ere in seeking to curry favor 
with the Moslem worla by cond~mning Zionism and all that it connotes in 
creative democracy for the 1~1ddle East! 

·' 

When you receive inquiries from "individual Christians as well as repre­
sentatives of Christian groups" concerning our Washington Conference, you 
may inform them that this World Christian Conference on Palestine represents 
not only ten thousand lea.ding Christians in the United States but 19 similar 
Christian committees in Central and south America, England and the Dominions 
of th19 British Empire, as well as sevfl!ral countries on the European continent. 
At least some ChriRtians are concerned about the sufferings of the Jewish 
people and the promises made to them to establish Palestine as a Jewish 
na tional homeland. 

We are sending copies of t hi s letter to our own members, as well as to certain 
people interested in the foreign missions movement. 

Sincerely, 

HOW.ARD M. LESOURD 
Director, American Palestine Committee 

CARL HERMANN VOSS 
Executive Secre tary, Christian Council on Palestim 

(Co-Directors of the American Christian Palestine Connnittee) 



Reprinted from The Nation, October 20, 1945 

Have the A rabs a Case? 
BY ELIAHU BEN-HORIN 

( For sixteen yea,-s ll newspaper editor in Palestine; author of 
"The Middle East, Crossroads of History") 

FROM the headquarters of the Arab League in Cairo 

resolutions, protests, proclamations, and demands are 

issuing in an almost endless stream. The League is pug­

nacious, the League is indignant, the League is eloquent; it 

has something to say about every problem of the Middle 

East, whether it be Palestine and the Jews, Lebanon and the 

French, or Tripolitania and the Russians. From farther east, 

like a distant and invariable echo, sounds the seconding voice 

of King Ibn Saud, who does not hesitate to threaten the 

Jew of Palestine, and if need be the entire Western world, 

with violence should the Palestinian issue be resolved in 

favor of the Jewish people. 
From the new Labor Cabinet in London comes still an­

other echo-the voice of British statesmen and of the British 

press citing Arab opposition to a Jewish Palestine as the one 

insurmountable obstacle preventing them from doing the 

right thing by the Jews. This "Arab argument" has been so 

thoroughly propagated that even President Truman, speak­

ing of Palestine, finds it necessary to say that he would be 

unwilling to dispatch an army of 500,000 Americans to the 

Near East to fight the Arab revolt which might break out 

if the pledges to the Jewish people are fulfilled. 
The idea of a herculean pan-Arabic force in the Middle 

East ready to rise in a ;ihad is about the most ludicrous 

politico-military chimera heard of in many years. Two bat­

talions of British troops suppressed the pro-Axis military 

putsch of the Rashid Ali Bag Gailani government in Iraq 

in 1941, though it had the backing of the then all-powerful 

Axis. The ill-armed and ill-trained armies of Egypt and Iraq, 

the camel rider of Saudi Arabia, and the horsemen of Trans­

jordania, picturesque as they are, would be an ineffective 

force in these days of mechanized warfare. 
Before we drift too far in this misrepresentation of the 

military strength and unity of purpose of the Arab peoples, 

it seems pertinent to look closely at Middle Eastern realities 

and to discover precisely what call these Arab chieftains 

have on the democracies. Indeed, do the Arabs have a case, 

and what is it? 
As long as the war continued, we knew clearly who was 

with us and who against us, who fought for civilization 

and who staked their future on Hitler's victory. Where the 

Arabs stood was no secret. When the Nazi Wehrmacht rolled 

across Europe, Arab soldiers in German uniforms with the 

inscription "Free Arabia" on their sleeves were among the 

conquering heroes of the Third Reich. Remnants of this 

Arab Legion now cool their heels in Camp Opelika, Alabama. 

Special Moslem divi ions of the W affen-S. S. fought the 

Yusoslav partisans. A red fez decorated with the insignia of 

a scimitar grasped in a fist flanked by swastikas was worn with 

their gray-green uniforms. 
Amin el Husseini, the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem, and other 

Arab leaders appealed in the name of Allah to the Arab 

Middl~ East to join hands with Hitler, who was describec.J 

by them as "the direct des en<lant of the Prophet." If the 

risk was too great for an overt alliance they prayed for an 

PtlisaJ Ibn Abdul Aziz 

Axis victory. Paeans cf 
thanksgiving rose from 
the mo ques of Syria 
and Palestine w h e n 
Rommel t o o k 7orth 
Africa. Not only wa 
there a pro-Axi revolt 
in Iraq, but Egypt re­
fused to lift a finger in 
its own defense, even 
when Rommel' legions 
invaded Egyptian terri­
tory. An Egyptian states­
man carrying the plans 
of the Briti h High 

Vkeroy of the Hejaz and Foreign .\1111 - ommand 1·n hi·s pock""t 
lster ot audl Arabia '-

wa seized by the Brit­
i h on the very eve of his escape to Rommel ' h adquarters. 

lbn aud and King Y ahya of Yem n sat comfortably on the 

fence ~II through the war, waiting to see whi h way to jump 

In Syna and Lebanon the Arabs were so delighted by Axis 

victories that they chante<l happily, "No more mi ter, no 

more mon ieur, only All h in heaven, only Hitler on earth." 

If all this i forgotten, the Arabs are still providing us 

with abundant evidence of their political and moral orienta­

tion. There was no need to prompt the French, the Nor­

wegians, the Italians, the Yugoslav to bring their traitors 

to trial and puni hment. But the Arabs are not only unwill­

ing to try the pro-Axis collaborationists in their midst; they 

are actually demanding that Amin el Husseini himself, who 

is now held in France as a war criminal--on the d<tmand 

of the Yugoslav government- be absol\"ed of all blame and 

released. These demands by the Arab League and other Arab 

political associations are under tandable. In their eyes the 

Mufti is simply not a traitor. Petain, Laval, Quisling, De­

grelle, Joyce may be branded traitors by their own people, 

but according to the political and moral standards of Pan­

Arabia, Amin el Husseini, once Hitler's official adviser on 

Arab affairs, is a national hero, who e only mistake was that 
he backed the losing horse. 

Arab social philosophy and the existing form of Arab 

society are in harmony with the Nazi-Fascist system rather 

than with our democratic ideas. For hundreds of year Arabia 

withstood the civilizing influence of the West. Even when 

Ataturk performed his miracle of a revolution in Turkey, 

westernizing that backward land of Islam hi modern ideas 

never penetrated into the Arab domains. There the reaction­

ary clergy, the polygamist effendi, and the feudal kings, 

emirs, and sheiks continued to rule supreme over an impov-



erished, illiter te, and disease-ridden populace. 
The fabulous oil rich s of the Middle East attracted \Y/e t­

ern capitai. Hundreds of millions of dollars v,ere invested 
in the development of oil £dds, in the construction of re­
fineries and i e lines, anJ in royalties to the various Arab 
governments. Did this flow of capi• al into Arabia benefit 
the masses of the pwple-rais • liYin ::5tand rJs or improve 
social conditions? 

Iraq provides the answer. Unlike the ccr ....... :~ ,· 1:, i;-; ~,ditC 

Ar.11,ia nd Kuw:.iit, which are still in tht.ir infancy, the 
Iraq concession, granted twenty years ago to JJriti~h-Ameri • 
can-rrench-Dutch interests, has been in ope,:it ;on for many 
year . About $85,000,000 v,as paid to the Ira<1i go-.,emment 
i::1 oil ropltie , gratuitits, educational grants, and noo-inter­
est-bearing loans. Thi5 may not impress Ameri::-a!15 a:; a luge 
um, but for a country of Iraq's size and p,)f,ulati n (3,"lOO. 

000 inhabitants), and of Iraq's poverty, it is tr<::mt.:ndou~ 
\)1/here diJ thi5 money go? It dis:ippeartd into the pccket; 
of the ruling clique, lea\'ing no ben Lc.i.11 effects ori cithtr 
tate e.·p nditure o:- the I'\ ing conditions of tbt m1.,s:: . 

Here is how an Ar~1b newspaper in BagJad, the a11t- !-ah z/, 
(the Voice of th1..• Pcotle), Jes ribed Ef in Iraq in 1944: 

It is clear that 90 per cent of the entire pi ·pulati,m ul 

Iraq live on a subhuman level. They are ondemned to a 
life of starvati n and expo.ed to the iav:1.ges of epid mies 
without benefit of any medical assistance. And these in­
U,lerable, primitive conditions e"ist in the twentieth century 
among our own Iraqi people, who sweat and toil to m:ike 
the seil yiel<l riches which are then entirely consumed by 
others .... The governmf:Ilt has done nothing e;ther to 
mitigate the distress or to combat its cause . 

D.1Lor.1ta1g the su..,jcct, the p.1per divideJ the population 
o. Iraq into four grouf' · : ( l 2 per cent of the population , 
'" h control the cnf ire wealth of the nation and it mean 
of reduction; (2) 8 per cent, who f rm a poor midJI... 
cl:iss and har<lly am a liv ing; (3) 75 per cent, v,ho are 
chronically undernouri:>h d, Ji ·e in appalling conditions, and 
are ea y prey to ev ry kin<l of sickness; ( ·1) 15 per cent, 
\.'\ ho are cori1pletely d •-;titute. The death rate in Ir. q is high 
an<l the birlh rate i low, resulting in a natufll increase of 
no more than fiv p r thousand. At le.l t two million persons 
- more than 50 per cent of the population-are infected 
\ ith malaria, and there is a high in idence of tuberculo is 

inety per nt of the ccple are still illiterate. 
The Iraqi government could have achieved much for its 

pc ple at home, but instead it fought the Jew in Pale. t111c 

and the Fren h in Sy1 ia, promoted P n-Arabism in Cairo. 
an<l made grand tand plays in an Fran isco and Washing­
ton. And Iraq is not unique: it descri tion applies to every 
Arab land in the Mi<ldle a'.:t. The last remnant of a feudal 
ociety in the orld fight bitterly again t any democratic or 

ci ilizing innovation. Yet in our desi re to woo the Arab 
kings we have showered on thcm every kind ,of favor, 
political and material. They were admitted on the band­
wagon of the United ations when the war was virtually 
over. Lend-lease was supplied to th m, together with mili­
tary missions to train their desert armies in modern warfare. 
Today pan-Arabic aspirations are bolstered by both the Brit­
i h and the American government. Presid nt Txuman even 
went so far-on whose advice, one wonders- as to present 
Prince Abdul ·Ilah, the Regent of Iraq, '1ith the medal of 

th Lcgicn of ,krit for his scr.·ices during the ~var. 
Hi tory sadly rcp.:at5 it df. After the last war it was 

prin ipally G reat Britain v. hi h encouraged tl e pan-Arabic 
ac;pirations of King Hussei n of Hejaz. ot that Britain be­
lieved in the po-;sibility of any comprehensive unity in Arabia; 
on the contrary, e ery Briti;:,h e pert on Arab affairs said that 
unity in Arabia was a phantom. Lawrence of Arabia wrote, 
" \X'hen people talk of Arab confederations or empires, they 
talk fantastically." G rtrude Bell denied the very existence 
of an Arab nation. As recently as September 26, 194 5, a 

pe ial corre pondent of the London Times in the Middle 
Ea t reported: "The difference in political, religious, and 
economic structure between, say, the Lebanon and Saudi 
Arabia is much more pronounced than between, ay, Ger­
many and France. Tribal, religious, and dynastic antagonisms 
are more embittered and fanatical in the Oriental than in 
the European world, and so far the Arab League has been 
more occupied with traditional eloquence than with the 
elaboration of constructive programs." And, "Just now the 
main, if not the only unifying force in the League is an 
ingrained and traditional xenophobia, directed, according to 
circumstances, against the French, the British, or the Jews." 

The Briti h encouraged King Hussein in his dream of 
grandeur because they wanted abO\·e all to as ure their com­
plete domination over the Middle East, so vitally important 
to the maintenance of the Empire. ince then, dynastic 
changes ha e occurred in the Arab domains. King Hus ein 
lost hi · kingdom to lbn Saud and died in exile, a broken 
and disillu ioned man . New chieftain have ri en to power. 
But no so i l or economic changes of con equence have 
taken place. Ind ed, the Arab-Jewi h conflict is no less 
social th n n tionalistic in it nature. Numerous signs of an 
Arab-Jewish rapprochement ere noted in the past. This, 
however, is what the reactionary effendis fear most, for they 
are bent on preserving their vested interests. The Mufti's 
clique killed numerous Arabs whose only sin was that they 
regarded sympathetically the social-economic progress brought 
to Palestine by Jewish-Zionist enterprise. Arabia remains as 
closed as ever to the march of civilization. 

All this makes it clear that the Arabs have no case. Neither 
their attitude during the war nor the form of society they 
repre ent can pos ibly appeal to Labor Britain or democratic 
America. Yet the improbable and illogical seems to be hap­
pening. The rulers of Both Britain and the United States 
seem to be so determined on a pro-Arab orientation in the 
Middle East that they would rather bear the odium of be­
traying the Jewi h people and of backing reactionary Moslem 
potentates at this deci ive stage in shaping the future world 
than ri k the displeasure of the Arab cliques. What is behind 
it all? 

The usual answer is oil. By now everyone is aware of its 
unparalleled abundance in the Middle East. But if oii is an 
important factor in the " Arab case," there is much more to 
it than that. The Jewish-Arab controversy in Palestine cuts 
across the mo t vital issues of world strategy. Thtt major 
political, economic, and strategic plans of the British-Ameri­
can alliance on the one hand and of Soviet Ru sia on the 
other are part and parcel of it. Once again the Middle East, 
which has figured so prominently in every world conflagra­
tion, becomes the bone of contention in the great powers' 
jockeying for positions and influence. 

• 
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Palestine and Grand Strategy 
BY ELIAHU BEN-HORIN 

T
HE real reason for Great Britain's illogical and unjust 
Palestine policy is not the threat of pan-Arabic re­
sistance to the development of a Zionist state but 

considerations of grand strategy. Soviet Russia's expansionist 
tendencies in the Middle East are the major factor in the 
shaping of both British and American Middle Ea tern policy. 
The foreign offices of the Western democracies have no fear 
of Pan-Arabia, but they do fear a Soviet-Arabian rapproche­
ment. Is the threat of an alliance between the Soviets and 
the Arabian effendi real, or is it just another bogy? 

One of the most damaging mistakes of Jewish leaders has 
been their tendency to present the Palestine problem solely 
as a quarrel between Jews and Arabs. Nothing could be 
farther from the mark. There is scarcely an issue of major 
importance to the great powers in which Palestine does not 
figure, whether it be the future of world communications, 
trade expansion, sea power versus land power, the balance 
of power between East and West, or the destiny of the 
British Empire. The present British Cabinet, like -its predeces­
sors, measures the situation with one question in mind: in 
the world of today, with its swiftly changing conditions and 
its completely altered balance of power, what policy will be t 
assure British control of the Middle East? Only a Cabinet 
prepared to liquidate the Empire and transform Britain into a 
third-rate power could approach Middle Eastern problems 

with any other yardstick. 
The crucial strategic-geographic importance of the Middle 

East to a maritime and trading empire like Great Britain 
is of course axiomatic. What seems to escape notice is Pales­
tine's special position in the picture. More than any other 
land little Palestine constitutes a link between the continents 
of Europe, Africa, and Asia. It has a long coastline on 
the eastern Mediterranean. It lies on the northern bank of 
the Suez Canal. It is the natural outlet for the oil of Arabia. 
Loss of Palestine would be a deadly blow to Britain. 

Washington, as well as London, is acutely aware of these 
geo-political realities. This country has only lately acquired 
a world outlook, but it has already come to realize that it 
cannot afford to neglect the Middle East. It has a very lively 
interest in Middle Eastern oil, and this interest means that 
it needs air and naval base in the region. In the event of war 
formal ownership of Arabian oil would be of little avail; 
the important thing would be its accessibility. To operate 
concessions in peace and to maintain their accessibility in 
war, the United States must have outposts of military power 
on the scene. They are the prize America hopes to obtain 
through its close alliance with Britain. 

The American University in Beirut, the colleges in Cairo 
and I tanbul, the American missions, numerou archaeologi­
cal expeditions, and various trading and mining enterprises 
bear witness to America's long-standing interest in the Mid­
dle Ea t. However, through the years, America bas been a 
guest there, and not always a welcome one. Now, for the 
first time, Great Britain regards the United States as a desir-

able partner. It would be nai e to think that AmeriGm oil 

companies acquired concessions in Arabia against the will of 
Great Britain, which i , after all, supreme there. Nor wa. 
Britain's compliance an act of altrui m. At a time when 
Soviet Russia's ambitions in the .Mediterranean and Per ian 
Gulf have become unmistakably clear, Britain wants the 
United States to share the political and military respon.i ­
bility for one of the mo t trouble ome spot on the earth. 
If John Bull mu t sooner or later encounter the Ru sian bear 
in the Arabian desert, he prefers not to have it a tete-a-tete . 

Every effort made by Great Britain and the United State 
to form a counterbalance in Europe against the excessive 
might of Rus ia ha failed. Both Western countrie have been 
forced to acknowledge So iet supremacy on the Continent. 
A desperate Britain ha therefore fallen back on the olJ 
formula of ea power versus land power, with air power 
viewed as an appendix of sea power. This is the true ba i 
of the Briti h-American alliance-to keep the Ru~sian colo~­
sus within the boundaries of a land-locked empire. In th1 
strategy the Middle East assume new importan e, for the 
future balance of power will be determined at the trait , 
in the ea tern Mediterranean, and in the Persian Gulf. 

The Jewish-Arab Pale tine controver. y mu t be examin~d 
in thi per pe tive. 13riti. h love for the Arabs or dislike of 
the Jew do not enter into the que tion. The Briti h 
know preci ely where they tand o far as the Arabs are 
concerned. They can permit the Arabs their deiu ions ol 

grandeur. No harm is done. The Briti h know that no su h 
thing as a united Arabia exi ·ts or is likely to arise, and th..1.t 
the petty kings an<l . heik can be managed or bought in 
the future as they have been in the past. 

But the United State , new at this game of colonial im 
perialism, apparently takes what it see and hear at face 
value. Emissaries of American oil companie , naive young men 
from the War Department and the OWI, even tate Depart­
ment officials have been bluffed by the hrewd Moslem 
potentates. They have returned from their mis ions to the 
Middle Ea t with alarming reports of a probable oviet-Arab 
alliance through which Rus ia would emerge dominant in 
the entire area. The only ay to ward off this cata trophe, 
they report, i to forget the pledges to the Jewi h people and 
the demands of justice and to placate the Arabs. 

King Ibo Saud and other Arab politicians must have 
smiled in their beard when they sold this bill of good to 
the Americans. If the Arab rulers have any say in the matter, 
the Soviet will not penetrate far into the Middle Ea t. They 
may not be learned gentlemen, but they do know that where 
Soviet Russia enters, political reaction and social-economic 
backwardness go out. There is nothing the Arab barons dread 
more than Soviet influence in their domain . 

At the same time they dislike Great Britain, with it 
insistence on military and political control behind the fa~adc 
of native independence, and they are al o eager to get rid 
of French domination. The United States thus emctp as a 



favorite foreign power. It is the only great power which 
offers large oil royalties, trading advantages, and cultural op­
portunities without asking anything important in return. 
This pro-American orientation of the Arabs can be counted 
upon to continue as long as America remains the richest and 
the least imperialistic power in sight. If the situation changed, 
Arab "loyalties" would change overnight. (In the 1930's, 
when the Arabs felt that Nazi Germany was growing stronger 
than Great Britain, they became definitely pro-German.) 
Should America or the Amerion-British aliiance suffer an 
eclipse, the most violer.t anti-Jewish attitude in Palestine 
would not enable us to retain Arab f. iendship. 

·My point is that Britain and the United States do not 
have to trade Jewish blood and Jewish suffering for Arab 
oil and sympathies; that fear of an Arab-Soviet alliance is 
fantastic. Moreover, if the Western democracies were look­
ing for a way to increase the propaganda appeal of Soviet 
policies and to weaken their own moral standing, they could 
find no surer method than taking an anti-Jewish stand on 
Palestine. The conviction is spreading in a great many quar­
ters that the Soviet Union is the true bearer of progres­
sive ideas, and that Britain-now joined by America-up­
holds diehard conservatism and reaction. British-American 
support of the Arab kings and effendis and obstruction of 
Jewish aspirations in Palestine reinforces the conviction. 

. . . 
That Moscow is fully alive to the situation is shown by its 

radical change of attitude toward Zionism in the last two or 
three years. For n arly a quarter of a century Zionism was 
outlawed in Soviet Russia, and Zionists were severely perse­
cuted. Now Soviet Jewry has been permitted to acknowledge 
its fraternal ties with the Jewish people. Ivan Maisky was 
sent on an official, and sympathetic, mission to Palestine, 
to survey the possibilities for further Jewish immigration. 
And on several occasions Soviet delegates to international 
conferences have voted for pro-Zionist resolution . 

Stalin, with his usual astuteness, apparently has a better 
understanding than British and American statesmen of the 
true relationship of the Zionist enterprise in Palestine to the 
whole politico-economic and strategic situation in the Middle 
East. He realizes the improbability of a Soviet-Arab alliance 
and sees that a pro-Jewish attitude in the Middle East would 
be valuable moral propaganda for Soviet Russia. 

With tension mounting in Palestine, Britain and America 
must make a fateful choice. Either they mu t persevere in a 
course which encourages political, economic, and social reac­
tion and the spread of xenophobia, which ignores the fright­
ful Jewish tragedy as well as the solemn pledges given the 
Jews, and which compromises democracy in the eyes of the 
world, or they must adopt a new policy which will be pro­
gressive and just and also thoroughly sound from the point 
of view of grand strategy artd international peace. 

Reprinted by 

... .. .. 

AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALE TINE COMMITTEE 

41 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y . . 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 
Ohainnen of Local Fmergency Committees 

DGM a&., .T., U~J'la., B.I., Xy., Pa., Ill., Ala., 
n.1. 11.... Ua:a 1ch,' Maine, yt , I lf,H, I 1110, t W\! fJ PffiZUI 

October 31 , 1945 

Attached is Senate Joint Resolution 112 a pro i d in my wire. 

Regards . 

HLS : OLD 
Enc. 



. . 
79th Congress 
1st Session 

S. J. RES. 11 2 

IN THE SEHATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

October 26 (legislative d~, October 22), 1945 

Mr. Wagner (for himself, Mr. Taft, and Mr. Walsh) introduced the fol l ow­
ing joint resolution; which was read twice and referred to the Comriti ttee 
on Foreign Relationr. 

J O I N T R E S O L U T I O N 

Favoring action by the United States looking to the restoration of Palestine 

as a homeland for the Jewish people. 

WHEREAS the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on June 30, 1922, 

unanimously resolved 11 that the United States of America favors the establishment 

in Palestine of a national home for tho Jewish people , it being clearly understood 

that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of 

Christian and all other non-Je ish communities in Palestine, and that the holy 

places and religious buildings and sites in Palestine shall be adequately pro­

tected"; and 

WHEREAS the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe has clearly 

demonstrated the need for a Jewish homeland as a haven for the large numbers who 

have become homeless as a result of this persecution; and 

WHEREAS these urgent necessities are evidenced by the President's request 

for the immediate right of entry of ono hundred thousand Jewish refugees: There,­

fore be it 

RESOLVED BY THE SENATE A ID HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA IN CO GRESS ASSEMBLED, That the United States shall use its good offices 

to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews ini 

that country, and that there shall be full o~portu.nity for colonization, so that 

they may reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic commonweal th in 1·1hi ch all 

men, regardless of race or creed, shall enjoy equal rights. 



.American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madis on Avenue 
New York 17, N. Y. 

COPY OF TELEGRAM SENT TO CH.AIRMEN OF LOCAL E.-1ERGENCY CO-'iiIITTEES 

NOVEffiER 6, 1945 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF EIIBRGENCY comrnrL REQ,UESTS FOLLO'WING ACTI ON I lT CONNECTION 

WITH FORTHCmUNG VISIT OF PRIME !H lT!S1.L1ER A'r1i:JJE TO WASHIJGTOlJ; REF!:TDSEHTATIVE 

CHRISTIANS .AJ.1D JEWS OF YOUR CITY SHuULD SEND LETTERS TO ATTLEE AT BRITISH EMBASSY , 

WASHINGTON. THEBE SHOULD BE l~O LESS THAN FIFTY SUCH LETTERS FROH Si-QL COMMUNITIES 

AND NO LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED ]1R0.1 LARGER ON.ills , ALSO HAVE CHRISTI N AND JE~vISH 

ORGA.rTIZATIONS, AND WHDRE POSSIBLE, GOVERI'JORS AiID MAYORS WRIT~ LETJ:E7-ili EX?RESSING 

STRONGEST DISAPPROVAL OF COHTINUAT IOH ~,mrTE PAPER POLICY O LETTJTIRS SHOULD :BNPF..ASIZE 

THAT AMERICAliJ'S, WHO H D 'BEE ... HE.A.RTE!IB:I BY LABOR PARTY• s l'A.Lis1rr1~ PLEDGES ND HAD 

EXPECTED FULFILLMElff OF ERIT-~nr S ()~,GJ G. TIO"'TS UNDER It\ ID.nTE, RE CO\~-.~ OF WHITE .P2J'ER 

RESTRICTIONS AND RE--ESTA.J!iISH:.iElh OF JE1TISH STATE, ARE HOW DISILLUSIOUED. ONLY 

IMMEDIATE ACTION TO FULFILL PLEDGE !/ILL RESTORE i~ , RIC.AU F.' ITH r r:i· BRITISH INTEGRITY, 

PLEASE SEE TO IT TH .. ~T T!fESE LETTERS A:aE SENT IN A ST • Y FLOW THP.OUC{-IOUT TTLEE 'S 

STAY IN Af.f~RICA. TRUST THIS IMPORTANT .ASSIG!1{EJNT ~:TI:.11 BE CARRIED OUT CA~~FULLY 

ID THOrtOUGHLY 'BEG S. 

H..A..RRY L~ SHAPIRO 



COPY OF TELEGRAM SENT TO 

CHAIRMEN OF LOCAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEES 

NO ~MB~R 20, 19t15 

AS YOU PROJ3AJ3LY HAVE LEARNED BY THIS TIME FROM FRESS REPORTS AND FRCM 

DELEGATES TO ZOA CONVENTION, STATE DEPART!'IENT IS ACTIVELY OPPOSI 1·G 

ACTION ON WAG1'1ER-TAFT RESOLUTION OU PALESTI:NE i•r.tIICH IS NOU BEING C0.1:J-

SIDERED BY SEN.A.TE FOREIGN RELAS1IONS COM!iHTTEE . I MPERATIVE YOU HA~TE 

GREATEST POSSIBLE NU!fBER OF LETTERS AlID WIRES S31:JT HU·!EDIATELY TO 

SECRETARY OF STATE BYIDTES REMi lIDIHG HIM TH.AT PRESEHT ADrtinUSTRATION 

IS COMi-UTTED TO PALESTI~1E '.POLICY AS ST .. .\.TED IN i1.AG1TER-T-~T RESOLUTION 

AND SAYDTG THAT YOU C.\NNOT UNDERSTAlID HOW STATE DEPAR·I1_ffi}.J""T C.cJ.'1 NOW 

OPPOSE ACTION WHEN BOTH PRESIDENT TRU!-if_\H AlID SECRET.ARY ]RYNES RAD 

GIVEN CLEAR..~NCE TO RESOLUTION PRIOR TO ITS IN'::P.ODUCTION. I MPORT .. .;,NT 

YOU REVIEW P.AL}jSTINE PLEDGES t1ADE REPEA.l1EDLY :SY THIS ADME\JISTRA.TION 

AND I}TSIST OT ACTION WITHOUT DEL.AY. PLEASE ACT on THIS LlHEDI.ATELY . 

HARRY L . SIL\.PIRO 
.c'u"1ERIC./llT ZIOHIST EMERG:~;lTCY COUNCIL 



AMERICAN ilONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

34:? MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

t t 

MEMORANDUM 

To Date 
Members of American Zionist Emergency Council 

From 
HarrJ L. Shapiro 

Enclosed for your information are: 

November 21, 1945 

l) copy of telegram dated November 20, and 
2) copy of memorandum , ,.ri th enclosures, dated Novemb er 21, 

sent to Chai nnen of Local Emergenc.,r Committees . 

HLS : SS 
Encs . 
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COPY OF TELEGRAM SE1TT TO 

CHAIRMEN OF LOO.AL EMERGENCY COMMITTEES 

NOi~MJ3~R 20, 1911-5 

AS YOU PROBABLY Hl).VE LEARNED BY THIS TIME FE.OM FRESS REPORTS AND FRCH 

DELEGATES TO ZOA CONVENTION, STATE DEPARTHE1'TT IS ACTIVELY OPPOSi l~G 

ACTION ON WAG1'1ER-TAFT RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE i\iHICH IS nou BEING CO.l~-

SIDERED BY SEU.A.TE FOREIGN RELA~1I ONS COMMITTEE. IMPERA'l1IVE YOU HA1TE 

GREATEST POSSIBLE Nt.IT1BER OF LETTERS A1.iI) WIRES S:S.dT I1'!11EDIA1I'EL Y TO 

SECRETARY OF STATE BYRNES REMil:IDING EIM TH.A.T PRESE11T ADMINISTRATION 

IS COMMITTED TO PALESTI}1E POLICY AS ST;~TED IH 1'1.AG:NER-T_.i.FT RESOLUTION 

Al\JD SAYING THAT YOU C.ANNOT UNDERSTAlID HOW STATE DEPARTMENT C.ti.N NOW 

OPPOSE ACTion WHE ~ BOTH PRESIDE11T TRUM .. \H .h.1ID SECRETARY BRYHES H.AD 

GIVEN CLEAR.AUGE TO RESOLUTION PR!OR TO XTS I1T?RODUCTION. IMPORT.ANT 

YOU REVIE 1 PAI,::]STil-JE PLEDGES 14.ADE REPEATEDLY :BY THIS ADMI2'TISTRATION 

AND I1' SIST ON ACTION WITHOUT DELAY. PLEASE ACT ON THIS I 1MEDLi\.TELY . 

HARRY L. SHAPIRO 
.AMERIC.:UT ZIONIST EM:EffiGji;IJCY COUNCIL 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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T o 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Cammi ttees Date 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed herewith are: 

1) An offset of n, significant colur!l1. on Pa lestine by Slunner 'lelles, former 
Under-Secretary of State, hich appeared recently in the l ei.1 York Herald­
Tribune; 

2) A new American Christian Palestine Com.""'littee publication, 11 To Christiru1 
Youth, 11 by Helen Gahagan Douglas. This shou1a_ prove particularly useful in 
work with non-Jewish ;iroung people in local church or community fTOUT'~ . If 
a largo quanti t y is needed for your local Arlerican Christian Palestine Com­
mitt ee work, we shall be glad to sup;:il~.r you with it ; and 

3) A copy of an advertisement entitled 11.Another Open Letter to Prime -~inister 
Attlee 11 which appeared i n several lea.din ne,ts )are rs through out the country 
prior to the Bevin statement on the Joint Commission. Adc.1.itional conies are 
available. 

HLS:MH 
Encs . 
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" ' EDN ESDA Y, OClOHER 31, 19-15 

Welles Says British Should Give 
Palestine Mandate to [J. N. 0. 

---------
Trusteeship Council Would Then Bring Arab and 
Jewish Leaders Together to Agree on Solution 
Worked Out, and To Be Euf orced, by the U. N. O. 

By Sumner Welles 
Former Under Secretary of Sta.te 

The government o! the United to world stability. Unless the In­
states is officially committed to ternational Trusteeship Council to 
the establishment of a Jewish na- be set up by the United Nations 
tonal. home in Palestine. Both Organization is charged with the 
major parties have in their most obligation of carrying out such a 
recent platforms indorsed this decision, the commonwealth of 
policy. Palestine . will continue to be an 

An independent Jewish com- ideal and not a reality. Only the 
monwealth of Palestine represents United Nations Organization it­
to many millions of people self, representing the concerted 
throughout the world the symbol determination of the free peoples 
of their passionate conviction. The of the world, will possess the nee­
failure to provide assurance that essary authority to achieve a final 
this ideal is going to be realized solution of the Palestine problem. 
will result in dangerous Y in- The British government should, 
creased tension in an already under Article 77 of the United Na­
gravely troubled world. tions Charter, transfer its man• 

Unfortunately, this government date over Palestine to the Interna­
ls as yet giving no sign that it is tional Trusteeship Council as soon 
pursuing any clear and consistent as the Council is established. Un­
policy whch will facil~tat~ the til then, if large-scale immigration 
achievement of the obJective to into Palestine is to be permitted, 
which it is pledged. the United States should share in 

The President is urging the the task of keeping the peace in 
British government to permit the that area. 
immediate immigration into Pal- From the moment the Council 
estine of 100,000 of the homeless assumes jurisdiction the United 
and destitute Jews in Europe who Nations Organization should make 
are unwilling or unable t.-0 return available whatever armed force 
to their former homes. may be required to give assurance 

The rescue and resettlement of of security to all inhabitants of 
these pitiful survivors is a. moral Palestine. 
obligation which rests upon all The Council should thereupon 
free peoples. The President's hu- summon representative Jewish 
manitarian desire is altogether and Arab ieaders for consultation 
praiseworthy. as to the most desirable solution. 

u s ResponsibHity Should it prove impossible for 
L ·, ~ ·h· ,..,.,,...,m.-r.t the International Trusteeship 

Bu, so ,o,.g as " lS go .., •••• v •w Council after full consultation 
continues to refuse to assu~e any with bdth Jewish and Arab lead­
responsibility for the. secunty of ers to obtain their agreement to 
the people of Palestme can his • . . . 
suggestion be regarded as con- whatever . solution 1t . considers 
structive? For the British gov- 1 mo~t eqmtabl~ and des1rab~e. ~he 
ernment strongly maintains that United Nations Organization 
an Arab uprising will take place sho~l_d neverthe~ess decree that its 
i! any large-scale immigration decision be_ carried out. 
into Palestine is now permitted. Once this st_ep has been tak~n 
British military and material re- the _International Trusteeship 
sources have reached a low ebb. Council sh?uld set. 1:1P a broadly 
v·t 1 British interests are in- repres~r.tative ~rov1S1ona~ gover11:-

\ a d ment m Palestme and mtrust 1t 

vo I~e Great Britain to be expected with a_ll necessary auti:iority until 
alone to, keep the peace in the such time as fre~ elect10ns can be 
Near East if hostilities. break out held an~ an mdependent and 
as the result of a step against democratic gov~rnment can com­
which she has repeatedly warned? mence to function. 

Are the true interests of the Danger of Near East Outbreak 
Jewish people going to be R.d- As soon as the Council is in­
vanced by an insistence upon tru~ted with a trusteeship over 
measures which threaten discord Palestine, unrestricted immigra­
between the Anglo-Saxon powers? tion should be permitted. -mmi• 

President Roosevelt never be- gration should thereafter be in­
lieved that the establishment of a terrupted only if the International 
Jewish commonwealth in Pales- Trusteeship Council, or the future 
tine was in any sense ··11ostile·• to government of Palestine, decides 
the Arab peoples. On the con- that such restriction is temporarily 
trary, he believed that such a required for economic reas, 1s. 
solution would prm·e beneficial to Such authoritative surveys as Dr. 
both Jews and Arabs. Moreover, Lowdermilk's admirable report 
he was confident that the surest prove that immigration can be 
way of finding a just and perma- greatly increased· over the year if 
nent solution of the problem of an intensive program of irrigation 
Palestine was throue-h negotiations and of pown development is un­
in which both Jews and Arabs dertaken. 
would be fully heard. Some of Unless the United Nations Or­
the ablest leaders of Zionism have ganiza.tion immediately assumes 
also held that the best hope of the i-esponsibility for finding a 
s ccess lay in negotiations 1n solutlon, the danger of an out­
which Jewish and Arab leaders r ··ea'.: in the Near East is very real. 
would take part. Unless all o! the major powers 

Antagonisms Growing- share in the responsibility for the 
settlement to be reached, the 

If the present floundering con- whole of the Near East will be­
tinues, the hope of a peaceful come a fer tile field for power 
solution will become increasingly politics. 
remote. The an tagonism of the No peop e in the history of 
Arab leaders is daily becoming mankind have suffered more griev­
more envenomed. As the Arab ously than the Jewish people. If 
itates become increasingly aroused a free and peaceful world is with­
the position of some Jewish groups in ou. grasp, they must re .::eive 
is becoming correspondingly ex- something better than illusory 
treme. promises-something more tan• 

Certain facts seem by now to be gible than hollow assurances of 
plain. sympathy. 

The commonwealth of Palestine The declaration issued by the 
iS not going to be established World Zionist Conference at Lon­
through any unilateral armed im- den in August of this year is poign­
position on the part of the British antly true : "Any delay in the 
government. solution of the problem, any at-

It will not be created as a result I tempt at half measures, any deci­
of mere protestations o~ sympathy sion which, however f~ vorable, _ r~­
on the part of the Uni ted Sta tes. mains on paper and 1s not faith-

The commonweal th ,nll only t'Olly and speedily implemented, 
come into being when the United will not meet the tragedy of the 
Nations Organization dec.ide.s, as it hour and will only increase suffer• 
must, that the establishment o! a In:., among Jews and tension in 
Jewish commonwealth in Pales- Palestine." 
tine is essential to world peace and copyright , 194~ . New York Tribune Inc. 



AMERICAN ZI ONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENU E, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

T o 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date November 28, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

This memorandum will serve to infonn you on some of the rPcent political 
developments in our work. Please advise ever; member of your Committee of 
the contents of the memorandum, which deals with three items: 

1. The Palestine Resolution in Congress. 

2. The II first fruits" of the announcement of the proposed Anglo­
American Joint Commission of Inquiry on Palestine. 

3. The Elmo Roper Poll of United States Jewish opinion on Palesti ne . 

1,he Palestine Resolution in Congress 

On October 26, Senators Taft, Wagner and Walsh introduced a resolution putting 
on record American policy on Palestine. The r solution stc.tea. that 11 the 
United States shall use its good offices to tho end that the doors of Falosti~e 
shall be opened for free entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall 
be full opportunity for colonization, so that they may reconstitute Palestine 
as a free and democratic commonweal th in which all men, r egardles s of race or 
creed, shall enjoy equal right s . 11 

This resolution was in line t\ri th the Republican and Democratic platforms on 
Palestine adopted in 1944 ; and. with a resolution which had been introduced 
last year in Congress but postponed owing to pressure first from the ~·Tar 
Department, then from tho State Department, and finally, froo President 
Roosevelt. 

Before introducing the resolution, Senators Taft and Wagner conferred vi.th 
President Truman and Secretary Byrnesq Both were asked whether they had any 
objection to the introduction of the resolution. Mr. Trumn.n and Mr,, By es 
read the text and assured the two Senators that the .Administration ,,,ould not 
oppose its introduction and passage. It is understood that, 1hen giving thin 
assurance, the President and tho Secretary of State had already agreed in 
principle to the appointment of a joint Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
on Jewish immigration into Palestine. They were already in receipt of a 
British proposal and had sent an Am rican counter-proposal. Only details 
regarding the future Commission remained to be ironed out bet ·rnm tho two 
govornments. This was the situation in which Mr,, Truman and 1r. Byrnes gav ~ 
their agreement to th e introducti on of the resolution. 

It will be noted that this was the time when feeling war- running high in his 
country in connection with the publication on October 18th of the Roosevelt-
Ibn Saud exchange of letters. A great many people, J ews and non-Jews alike, 
considered the Roosevelt letter to Ibn Saud and the re-statement of the Adnii.ni n-

tration' s 



position oontained in Secret~ry Byrnes ' statement of October 18th to be a con­
tradi ction of the publicly expr essed policy of the Adminii,trati0n as proclained 
in Pr esident Roosevelt 1 s statements of October 15, 1944 a~d larch 16 , 1945 , in 
which he pledged himself to help r e-establish PR.les tine as a Jewish ComJ'lon cal t • 
The .Administration was accused in many circles of ha~rin;; "double-crossed" the 
Jews by ,ivin them a pitblic promise of support on t he eve of the 1944 presiden­
tial electi on, but g iving them no support whatsoever in fact . 

When Presi ,lent Tr11man and Mr . Byrnes pr(')misecl in October not to interfere with 
the re so l ution w':ich Senator s Taft, Wagner and Walsh were prepared to introduce, 
their action was viewed differently in var:011s politic~l circles. SoMe obser- · 
vers tho,~ht that it indicated a changed attit~1de . Others be lieved that it was 
done out of deference to public opinion which was aroused b~r t he publication o -- - ' 
the Roosevelt-I bn Saud corresp(')ndence, Md that the .Administration wanted to al-
low this r esent ment to cool off. It wr1n also pointed o,lt by vario11s observers 
that the non-interference nromise ma:, have been c iven last Octob r with M eye 
to the i mpendin ,. mayoralty election in Hew Y 0 rk. 

On the basis , then , of the Presid0ntts and the Sncre tary of State's nroMises, the 
three Senators in .,r od.uced t heir r e sol ution. The men.sure WA.s r ef erred to ti-,e 
Foreign Relations CoP.lmittee where it wn.s called up ten dn.;1,rs later by Senn.tor Wr:i.g­
ner • .A majority nf Senat ors "!?resent were n.nxious to renort out t he resolution 
that day. 

In the me;mtime Pres iden t Truman :in I. ForeiGil Secreta ry Bevin hrvi .jointly rmnounccd 
the Pr oposed Commission. \Vhen S0:1.:-1.tors Warn13r , n.nd Taft, who al tl--io 1.gh nnt A. m n­
ber of the Camm i ttee hnd been invi tcd to the • 0'3tinr: , n.skocl for a frivorablc ro­
i;,ort , Senator Tom Connally of TertS , Chairnn.n o t c Commit tee , inrwn.. i ntoly 
sou~h t to prevent nc t inn. He was annn.rl3ntly a tinr ri. t tho r uq,10s t of tho Execu-. . 
tive Den~rtment bec~1se , accord.in~ to r 0por ts, h quote~ t he President n.s bein, 
opposed to the r esoluti on. 

A subcommittee ,v1,s appointed to on.l with t he qw3 tirin , made up of Senator Groen , 
chairman ; Sf.m.qtors Ht1tch , Tunnell , A1rntin n.nd 1:ile:·. fote t he composition of 
this subcommittee . It did not include t~1e sponsor nf tho r osol ti on , Senator 
Wagner, in accord '1l1CO 't1i th lon ; ,-t in13 Sen.1.torin.l cour ttJSY• Nor did it inclndc 
Senrttor Bar kley , tho Senn.to Maiorit;v lead ' r, w _10 is a wn.rr.1 ch,1IT1'9ion of the a~:ner­
T9.ft r osoluti rin ; nor Senr:i.to r L.9.Follette , t1 rru1kinf, mm:ibor of the Commit tee , w'ho 
A.lso fn.vors forthright acti0n on ?n.lostino . 

Various sug ·s t ions \7-.. r e n!'lde by certain Mcr1b0rs of t1 o Sen:1.te to miter dn,;-;n tho 
r esolution by in trod .,cins in it ronbig,. i tics siriilar to thoso '7hich i-i.'ld been used 
in the p1.st to frustr,'1.te Jouish effort . Yvhen it ,Jocru10 clear t 1.t thes e :wbi i­
ti es would be re n.rdcd by tho r:iuthors rmd frii 'nds of tho r uso lnti on A. being 
hA.rmful r.1.thor than he:tpful, n tendo:icy been.Me noticeable to keep on _ ostponing 
the i7hole nrn.ttor. Four meetings of tho full CoriI!li ttee nnd sev 1rA.l moetinf"s of 
t he subcommittee dlalt with tho r nsoluti 1n, but it is still fr1r from boin ro­
por t od o t. 

Tho subcommittee Md t e full committee held conferences 1ith S cret~ry Byrnes , 
:md it is understood th.1.t : r .. Byr:ies informed t hem t1rit the .AdJTlinistration does 
not wish such A. rosol J.tion to -c> ss . When confronted ,·, i th his :1.nd President 
Truman ' s en.rli er p romise of non-int .> r f erenco, the Secret ,.1.r;, h.1.n no v11.lid r EYoly. 
'Zionist l oaders 11.t or 76ro told. t hat 11you fl.TO fl ain getting t he double-cross 
just as you go t it l'lst ;ren.r. 11 It is unn.erstood that tho \Thi te Ro :t e i A.lso 
particil)H.tin.n· in this 6n.mo of tryiIL to ge t the r 0soluti on postponed until 
after the Anglo-AmtJrican Cormnission will r-tctu;:illy hR.vo been nppointecl. 
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It is anticipated that when the Cormn ission is so apJ")ointecl, the i'Jhi.te House and 
the State Depart;nent will come out with a further ~r gu.1;.1ent stating that, since 
a Com~ission has been appointed, one should not try to influence i t by a Co~­
gressional resolution. -- Thl s at a time when British Forei gn Secretar:r Bevin 
has issued a statement presenting the British view as to \\That should. be done 
nbout Palestine, a statement in which he sharply &ttacks Zionism ancl op r,oses 
a Jewish state. Diplomatic experts point out that thj_s ,\·ould mean that the 
British members of the Cammi ssi on would be gu:l.tled by what the~r ~-:nou to 1-Je the 
desires of their government, wherea .. s the American memb ers of the Com:,iission 
would be left without any such guidance. 

I 

On last Monday, November 26th, the s1.1bcornmi ttoe of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee failed to report<> Some obcrnr-vers b .:)lieve that tl:.ey \•rero inGtruct od 
not to make a report,., Therefore, action on the Resolution ·was post·,)onod unti.l 
the next meeting of the full Committee which vn.11 be this cor:1in5 1-IoncLi;y , December 
3rd. There is' \()f course, some pos si bi liJ°ily too~c8lH~ f EifrH:\~ rntntt~Bcbr: fe~~i!l)l't("'d Oi1t 
Relations Committee who stand. fir:'lly for the Rcso1ntion as J.n~rocmc ca.;:i.n s~ite 
of the op1)osi ti on of tho Admini strati on. :But tho re is st ro~g likelihood that 
most of the member:::\ of the Forei gn Relations Com:ni ttoe will not broal: with tho 
Aclrninis trati on on this issue. 

Politicians point out thnt there is a moral in, this ntory: the ma;yoralty eloctir 
in New York Ci t~r is over and ther0 i. s no need for the moment to ps.;y- ,.:my ut tent i o~ 
to the claims of the Jews. It is true that nnother election is ccming in 
Movemb6r, 1946, but, the politicians s:1y with a s:ni le, there will be plcnt;/ of 
time before then to make another promise to the J ews ..•..• 

TEE FIRST FRUITS OF THE ANNOTnlJCEMENT OF THE 

ANGLO-AMERICAN JOINT COMMISSION. OF Ilf~IRY 

Following is the full text of a Jewish Tel egraphic Agoncy diuputch dated 
November 25, 1945: 

British Troops Arrest Jewi sh Leaders in 

Belsen Camu for P~Qt es t on Palestine Policy 

PARIS, Nov. 25. (Jl1A) -- Lead.o rs of th o Cent rnl Jcn·dsh Cammi ttoe in Bergcn­
Belsen, in the Bri ~i sh zone in Germany, have been arrested. for prot o,·ting 
against the now British policy on Palestine, it was r eveal ed in a ro·oort recoi vcd 
here today fro m the Cornrr:i t t oe . 

The Blue-White Zionist flag was mishand.l ed b;y- British militory policrnon and 
throvm onto a h eap of garbage , the r o:)ort saia., and a crowd of Je, ,s , including 
r:w.ny wonen, which gathered. when a police car arriod to take oway those arroctod , 
were beaten by British :-1ili tary pcJ.~ cc 1-:i th rubbe r truncheons. 

The arrests were ma.do on Novenb .-: r 16, 1;1hen th0 protest against the :Sovin state­
ment was to have been submitt ed to the British authorities in Belson during the 
distribution of Red Cross parcels schea.ul ecl to take pl ace on thr,t day. How­
eve r the German administrator of the cx1p, G. Grnndo, notified the military 
police of the plan and later ap~oarod with British :.-r.P. 1 s wh or, ho oskod to 
arrest Marian Lipka, the president of tho Jewish Committee. 
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As soon as they arrived, the military police immediately removed ~a..~ners bearing 
inscriptions in English reading: 11 0-pen the Gates of Palestine," t·•hich had been 
erected b;/ the displaced J ews . Then, acting on th t: advice of the GcrmM ad.minis-
t rator, they arrested not onJy the president of tho Jewish CoP.1r1itteo, but n nW1.bc r 
of other leaders of the committee and several cf its persor.riol. They thon to ok 
the ]luc-Whi t e flag from the office of the comai ttee o.nd throw it into a pile of 
garbage sixty foot fro n the office. 

Jewish Camp Office Raided; Typewriters and Corres-pondcnce Seized 

Meanwhile, many of tho thouse.nds of Jews who are still in the Bels en ca~p ~~th~red 
together and voiced their protest against the Gcr r:10.n acL-:linis tro.tor. Thn □ili tary 
police then let loose with their rubber truncheons, striking at r o.ndo;1 o.t ::ien and 
wom0n. 

Several hours lator, British troops , led by Grnndo , returned to tho C['''1P ru1d 
arrested another me::i 'Jcr of the Jewish Cor.1;-.1ittoo, two young che.lut zin nnd three 
Jewish girls, without explanation. They later returned, for a third tine, and 
searched the office of tho conmittee, seizing several ty-powriters, correspondence 
files and accounting ledgers. 

No infornati on concerning those a rrested can be obtained, excO}')t it is l::nown that 
during their interro6 ution at the headq_unrtors of tho milit.:i.ry police, one was 
struck twice by a Ger~an police£1nn in the presence of a British officer. 

Yesterday the following cable was sent by thG Jewish Agency for Pnlcstinc to 
Secret nry of Stnte Byrnes: 

11 DRITISH TROOPS AND POLICE FORCIBLY E1JTER"ED TEREE PE.A.CEFUL JEWISH LABOUR 

AGRICULTURAL SET.TLEI1ENTS WANT011L Y BEAT Htn.IDREDS ~H ANTI i·!Oi-IBN SHOT ANTI KILLFiD 

FOUR PERSONS i'fOUNDED t~.Al'\JY OTHERS WITHOUT ANY REASO N OR PROVOCATI OlJ AlID AL­

THOUGH SETTLERS .A1TD NUH:EROUS FRIENDS FROi! NEIGHBORHOOD WHO ASSEMBLED THERE 

WEBE ENTIRELY UNARI,JlED stop FORCES ALSO S!-1...L\SHED FURNITURE AND DAMAGED HUTS 

stop THIS COMES AFTER SHOOTING IN TELAVIV LAST WEEK OJl SIX JEWS J')E.AD AfID 

WOUNDING FIFTY OTH.ERS MANY OF THEM CHILDREN UNDER TEN ALTHOUGH NOT SINGLE 

SHOT FIRED BY JEWS stop IMPRESSION GROWING MA1IDATORY GOV3R?:IMENT IS INTRODUCII;C 

REGIME OF TERRC3 WITH VIEW INTIMIDXi ING JEW'S OF PALESTINE INTO SUJ3MISSION TO 

WHITE P.Al'ER POLICY AND CESSATION JEWISH IMIHGRlTION stop RESPECTFTJLJ.,Y BEQ,UEST 

BRING ABOVE INFORMATION A~·::D or.JR SOLEMN PROTEST TO NOTICE UNITED STATES SENATl, 

AND HOUSE REPRESENT.ATIVES, 11 
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If Jows in Eruopc , dospi to their sufferings of ho last twolvo yoD.rs, dare to 
express their desire to go to Palestine they arc beaten by British ::1ili ary polic _. 
If the Yishuv dare to rhi:so its voice in protest , tho afl_s 11or is •. c npai r: of 
terror by tho British nili tary. Thus is launched a cn:,pr.i ,:;n of inti·1idntion 
ago,inst Jews who eithor wish to go to Palestine or •-,ant others to cone to ralos­
tine, Her 0 are the first indi C[~t ions of what is r eally intended by the British 
Govcr:nr1ont . These nre tho first fruits of Mr. Bevin's statcnont L-,_n·-101.:ncin,,, tho 
proposed Con·1ission of Inquiry. 

Tho El~o Roper Poll of United Stat0s Jewish Opinion on Palestine 

In his state:1ont Mr . :Sevin differentiated botwoon ''Jm,rs11 and 11 Zi oni:.:.ts 11 • The falee­
hood that there is a wide area of ch.sagr eement amonc:; Jews on the question o,f the 
Jm·Iish St ate was exploded by t he Elr:10 Roper Pol l on this subject . The resul s 
of the survey were pulJ.ished in the J;-ew Yor),: Herald-Tribune on Fovember 22nd. 
Hereui th is a major portion of Mro Ro1)er' s column: 

"One of the knottiest problems facing President Truman and Prime Minister 
Attlee at their recent conferences vas undoubtedly the isGue of Palestine 
and a Jewish state . This is no ne·J is-:;ue , but the plight of the Jews, 
particularly in Europe, hao been highlighted and made more acut e by Hi ler 1 ::­

p e rsecution of them. 

11 The quention has 1 ng been regarded as one full of political dynamite in 
the .i:Jcar East . It has , from time to time, eon the subj oct of :political 
debate in the United Stats, and the statement has scmetimes been m~de 
that oven the Jews in the United Stat es -rere Gpli t nearly evenly for ar:d 
against the establishment of a Je ,Jish state in Pale --tin0 . 

11 In an effo rt to find out whet American Jews actually did think on this 
subject , a nati on- \ 1ide 'S"J.rvey \ as recently taken amon Jm1'"' o ly . o 
effort was made to gather opinions as to the merits of the c nflicting 
Arab and Jewish claims . Opinions were asked nly on the qucsti on of 
whethe r such a state ,-,ou.ld be good or r)nd for tho J ews thom,..olvo. . Tho 
r esult s show an ovOniholming majority believing that tho establi shment 
of such a state would b gJ od. Respondents were asked : 

111 Here are two sta emonts . Please tell m with which one you 
most nearl~ agree : 

1. A Jewish sate in Paloctino is a ood thing for tho 
Jews, and every pcsoible effort should be made t 
establish Palesti ne as a Jewish sate , or comr:1on­
wealth, for thos e \ho want to settle thoro. 

2. Je,,rs are a religious eroup only and not a nation , 
,.,nd it would be b d for the Jm·rs to try to set up 
a Jewish stat e in Palos inc or any\•rhere else.'" 
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TOT.AL 

BY AGE 
21 to 34 
35 to ~9 
50 nnd over 

]Y ECO JOI.UC L3VEL 
Prosperous 
Upper middle 
Lower middl e 
Poor 

BY GEOGRAPHIC iLi;:mA 
Northeast 
-iiddle West 
South 
Far iost 

BY LA.1GUAGE ABILITY 
Speaks Engl i sh well 
Speaks E~glish brokenly 
Does not rend English 

- 6 -

Pro Jewish 
State 
P . C. 
80. 1 

77. 9 
79 . 1 
82. 9 

73. 9 
75. 4 
84.l 
79 . 3 

81 . 0 
80 . l 
67 . 0 
83. 2 

78. 9 
84. 3 
80. 0 

Anti Jm•ri sh 
State 

P. C. 
10o5 

13. G 
12. 4 

6. 0 

17 o5 
1~. 6 

BoO 
8. 8 

9. 9 
ll o4 
18o5 

5. 8 

12. 1 
4. 6 
7. 6 

ndccidcd 

P. C. 
9 . 4 

8. 5 
8. 5 

11 . 1 

8. 
10 . 0 

7. 9 
11 . 9 

9 . 1 
8. 5 

14 . 5 
11.0 

9 . 0 
11 . 1 
12 . 4 

The poll indicates that 8 out of 9 Jews who have any opinion in th rr1atter ure 
pro- Zionist . No poll within recent years has shown such un, nimi ty of opinion. 
Pl eaGe publicize tho results c•f this -poll in your comrnuni ty. 

Regards . 

HLS : -1H 



-AMER ICAN ZION IST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENU E, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. CONFIDENTIAL 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chai rmcn of Local Emergency Com:ni ttees D ate Decemb er 10, 1945 

Harry L. Shapiro 

This week 1s issue of Life (December 10, 1945) carries an editorial on 
Palestine entitled "A Dream" which distorts the Zi:)nist :!.)Urpose with a 
callous disregard for the truth. 

This damaging editorial must be dealt with immediately. The editors of 
Life must be made to understand that vast numbers of .Ar.lericans are out­
r aged by the mi s:t en.ding statements and the sly insir..uat ions contained in 
the pieceo (You i,rill recall that a similar article in the Reader's Digest 
was the target of a letter campaign last year, and that he })Ubllsher was 
forced to carry a second article on Palestine which presented the true 
facts in the situation.) It is i mperative that Life be flooded vTith 
letters of protest •1hich refute the flaerant distortions contc.i:nec: in the 
editorial. 

The comment contained in this memo randum should be used by you and your 
friends in the p reparation of your letters to Life. Hm·.reYer , we cannot 
emphasize too strongly th::),t these letters must be in your own words. 

Letters should be sent to 

The Edi tors 
Life Magazi.ne 
Time & Life Building 
Rockefeller Cent er 
New York 20, N. Ytt 

Please act on this im~ediatoly. 

I. The editorial ets off to a bad start by making the foll ,,,1.• ncr 
, . 0 statement: 

11 fany, rerhaps most, of these Jews (Jews l oft after the Hitl er 
massacres in Europe) do not want to go to Palestine; i ndeed , 
the Zionists are advertising in Britain and America for enough 
immigr ants to com let e their current quotas. 11 

The charge that Zionists are advertising in Great Bri ain and Americ for 
immigrants to make up a quota cnnno t be charact erized as ru:ything but a 
lie . The only possible grounds for this distortion arc some recent appeals 
made by some Zionist leaders for a contingent of Americnn youth to go to 
Palestine . This apneal was made, not becau o the re are not enou h i111I:1i­
grants to go to Palestine, but because tho loaders regard tho American 
youth as a valuable element in the upbuilding of Palestine and would like 
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to see Americans as well as others participate in the Jewish renascence. This 
has absolutely nothing to de with the question of displaced Jm,:s in Europe. 

As to the situation in Europe, all reports throughout the period of tho war □ado 
by Jews or non-Jews, Zionists or non-Zionists, prove the ve~r opposite of the 
statement made in Life I s editorial, namely, they all emphasize that 1:.1hilo so"10 
of the Jews are ready to go to the United States or any othe r democrati c country, 
nost of them prefer to go to Palestine. 

These opinions were confiruied by tho thoroughgoing ropcrt to Prt"'sidont Tru.-,an 
on the plight of tho displaced Jews in Europe which ·1as deli vorod t c11ard the end 
of August, 1945 by Earl G. Harrison, American mer.:brr of the Int orbovr rrnont.:11 
Committee on Refugees .. In this report he declared in the stronges t tenns that 
the Jews in Germany and Austria must be evacuated; that whil0 ever~r effort should 
be made to repatriate those who vish to return to their former ccuntries, and. 
that while the doors of the United States and Great Britain should be opened to 
a reasonable number, Palestine must be regarded as the chief haven. The r e ... ort 
stated that for a great part of European Jewry, Palestine waa the only "accept­
able, or even decent, solution for their future~" He came to this conclusion 
11 on a purely humanitarian basis" without reference to the idecl o6ical C"r poli­
tical aspects of Zionism. In closing his report he again emphasized the ur .,ency 
of taking immediate action: 

11 In conclusion, I wish to repeat that the main solution, in □any 
ways the only real solution, of the problem lies in the qui ck evr.,.. 
cua.tion of all non-repatriable Je,,.,s in Gerrean,-and A1.:stria, who \·Ji.sh 
it, to Palestine. In order to be effective, this plan must not be 
long delayed. The urgency of the situation should be reco gnized. 
It is inhuman to ask people to continue to live for any lengt . of 
time under their present conditions . The vacua ti on of the J uws 
of Germany and Austria to Palestine will sclve the problem of the 
individuals involved and ,-Jill also remove a problem from the mi li­
tary authorities ,,ho have had to deal vi th it. 11• 

The essence of this view has been ccrroborated by the testimony of the following 
leading responsible persons who have made statements durine the las t half-year: 

Harvey D. Gibson, President of tho Manufacturera Trust Company. As repre­
sentative of the Red Cross, he made a survey of displaced persons in 
Germany at the request of General D-,ight D.a Eisenhower. On Oet ber 
26th he made a public statement to the effect that of the displaced 
Jews he had seen "at least 95 percent" wanted to go to Palestine. 
( ew York Times, October 26, 1945). 

Judge Simon Rifkind, advisor to General :Eisenhower on Jewish matters. On 
November 2nd, after a visit to n comp for displaced Je1..rs, h said: 
11 Wi thout Palestine the problem of displaced persons in Europe is insol­
uble . The preponderance of the desire to emigrate to Pales tine is ove:r­
•.,;helmin6 ; no one desires to remain in Germany. If Palestine were opened 
at once the:r would forget all their sufferings and pri vutions. 11 (i·Tew 
York Herald Tribune, November 3, 194h). 

Rabbi Leo Bae ck, Chief Rabbi of Berlin. Rabbi Baeck, a nor:-Zioni st , who 
had been interned in he rhere ienstadt Cnmp, declared in London on 
July 5, 1945 that none of the Jews in that camp ,;ant od to return t 
Gennuny ; all wished to go to Palestine . 
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Harry Greenstein , former Deputy Director of the Welfare Division of UNRRA. 
On June 8 , 1945 Mr. Greenstein declared : 11 The Jews of Europe have been 
liberated , but they have no sense of freedom and no sense of security. 
They want to go to Palestine because it is the one country ,here they 
can find a new life. 11 

Uany statements on the part of the displaced Jews themselves could be ~uoted . 
They explain their desire to go to Palestine for permanent settlement for the 
following r easons : Some already have relatives there who uill ma::..:e their adjust­
ment eas ier and more secure . Others are dominated by the idea of brincing up 
their children in a friendly atmosphere as self-respecting pe rs ons releaC!od. from 
the strains, abno nnali ti es and persecutions which they th eMselv c s ho.ve 8Xperi enced 
as members of a minority . Some wish to eo to Palestine be cause thore is no other 
place immediately prepared to receive them and because they doubt ,-,hether thoy 
,11ill live long enough to learn about the choices which might possibly be offered 
to hem through new inveotigations. 

II . The following statement by Life of the Zionist position constitutes a dis­
tortion of the character and aims of the Zionist movement: 

11 • •• The Zionists have redoubled their zeal nncl become more implacably 
nationalistic thl'n ever. Instead of a refuge nnd a 1homelnnd 1 the;r 
no demand a full-fledged sta e, with an anny , a foreign poliC".y '"'nd 
all the other accoutre;;ients of nationhood. 11 

Zionists have not changed their position, It is the British who hetve violated 
international commitments. Zionists are demanding the fulfilJ.r1ent of the Bnlfour 
Declaration and of the Mandate entrusted by the Lea ue of Nati ons to Great Britain 
which, in accordance with the terms of the Ho.nda e, was to 11 be responsible for 
placing the country under such political, administrative and econcmic conditions 
as will secure the establishment of the Jewish No.tional Home ." Leading British 
statesmen during the period of the First Wold War and the Po.riG Pence Conf rcnce 
unequivocally declared that the ultimate purpose of the Mandate wc1-s the establish­
ment of a Jet-,ish commonwealth or state . A most authoritative st ,,temont ca.me from 
Lloyd George who was Primo Minister at the time the Balfour I'eclara ion was 
issued. His declaration was as follows: 

11 There has been a goo d deal of discussion as to ,he ncanin of he 
words 'Jewish at ional Homo' and ,-,hether it involved the setting up 
of u Je ~ish ra ional State in Palectine . I have al road,/ quoted the 
words act rn1ly used by Mr . Balfour when he submit tod ho Do le.r'1-ti on 
to the Cabinet for its approval. They wo r e not chc>,llcngod "'t tho ir.10 
by any member present, and there could be no doubt as to ,-,hat the 
Cabinet then had in their mind". It was not their idea that a Jewish 
State should be set up il11r!ledi , tt~ly by the Pe , ce Treaty ,-1i th out ref er­
ence to the \fishes of the majority of the inhnb:i.tants. On the other 
hand, it was conter:1plated that when the tL.e o.rri vod for accordi nr- renre­
sentati ve ins i tutions to Palestine, if the Jews had r.iennwhile 
responded to the opportunity afforded them by the idea of a rnt ional 
Home and had become a definite majority of the inhabitnnt s , then 
Palestine would thus become a Jowi~h Comnonwealth. 'Ihe notion that 
Jewish immigration would have to be artificially restricted in order 
to ensure that the Jews should be a permanent r.iino ri ty never entered 
il'.jto the heads of nnyone en aged in froning the policy. That ·1ould 
h ave been regarded as unjust and as a fraud on the people to whom we 
were appealing. 11 
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There is incontrovertible evidence that the American Government, which partici­
pated in the formulation of the Balfour Declaration, also understood it to mean 
the ultinate establishment of a Jewish State. This is indicated in President 
Wilson 's well-known pronouncement, made on March 2, 1919: "I :un persuaded that 
the Allied. nations, with the fullest concurrence of our Govornm o~t and our poople, 
are agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a Jowi sh Cor.m on-
weal th. 11 This statement reflected tho view of the body of Amori (~nn experts, known 
as the Commission of Inquiry, at the Peace Conference, which two rionths before, 
in January 1919, made a comprehensive recommendation for the settlement of Near 
East problems. Tull provision was made for Arab aspirations for independence in 
Syria, Mesopotamia and Arabia. As to Palestine, the recommendation read: 

"That the Jews be invited to return to Palestine and settle there , 
being assured by the Conference of all proper assistance in so doing 
that may be consistent with the protection of the personal (especially 
the religious) and the property rights of the non-Jewish population, 
and being further as sured that it will be the policy of the League of 
Nations to recognize Palestine as a Jewish state as soon as it is a 
Jewish state in fact." 

Zionists are not demanding a whit more than this. They are demanding a rei t era­
tion of the right for free entry into Palestine, and full opportunity for coloni­
zation and economic development so that they may re-establish Pales tine as a free 
and democratic cormnonwealth in which all inhabitants of the country without dis­
tinction of race, religion or nationality, will enjoy equal civil and r eligious 
rights. 

Zionists are bitterly opposed to the 1939 White Paper, not only because it re­
pudiates the idea of the ultimate establishment of a Jewish state, but because 
it prohibits further Jm·rish immigration, limits the right to purchase land to 
an area comprising only five percent of the total land area of Palestine, and 
surrounds their residence in other parts of Palestine with restrictive discrimina­
tory regulations . It reduces their status to that of a permanent minority in 
the country and proposes in the near future to set u:_p a Pales tine State which 
would in effect be an Arab State in the light of the fact that, according to the 
White Paper, the Arabs are to remain a majority. 

A great part of the Jewish population in Palestine have kin in Europ e. Their 
struggle is not merely for an abstract idea of nati onalism, but to secure for 
their uprooted brethren the hom eland which has be en promised to them . The Jews 
of Palest ine have been witness to deportations carried out by the British Govern­
ment with unrestrainted cruelty. It should bo borne in mind that while hundreds 
of thousands of Jews in Europe must emigrate or be doomed, tho British Govern­
ment is no longer issuing any certificates . 

The editorial recommends that a "generous gesture 11 b e made to r elieve the teni:d on 
of the situation, and suggests that this " gesture11 would be t he internat ionaliza-­
tion of Palestine. We submit that this woulcl. be an empty_ ££§l_tU.!:§?.• It would 
offer no relief to the Jews in Europe, no _;mmedia~~J1eJ:12; this is simply another 
way of postponing action. Obviously it would take u long time to consider the 
suggestion and the probabilities are that it vrould in the end be reject ed. No 
one who is acquainted with the situation believes that Great Britain has any 
intention of altruistically relinquishing control over Palestine, und there is 
no indication that the United States is ready to chall enge Britain's control of 
Palestine. 

It would seem that Life expects the J0wish people to be the "magnanimous" party 
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in the situation. After six million of their number have been annihilntcd, and 
with the doors of their internntionally guaranteed Homeland closed to their 
pitiful remnants, the Jews - according to Life -- are now to r;ivo up their just 
aspirations in Palestine ... This suggestion is a new low in cynicism. 

III. The editorial suggests that Palestine be made an intcrno.tional center of 
life. The fact is that under the Mandate it is ru.ready an intorn· .. tionnl center 
in a cultural sense. English, Hebrew and Arabic are all official lcmgun.gos , c\n 
unlimited degree of cultur;)l and religious autonomy is permitt ed , and tho Christir·n 
communities in Pal e stine have every right to organize communi tics c..nd to condu.ct 
educational and philanthropic work. Tho program of the Zionists in~ureo the 
continuance of this libern.1. attitude towa:rd cultural and r oligious divcrsi ty. 
Zionists are ready to accept internationru. controls 1.'h ich would guarnnteo this, 
as well as complete equality of civil rights. It night be mentioned that the 
Jewish municipality of Tel-Aviv o.lready includes nn Arab section v:horo it provides 
schooling in Arabic, with Arabic teachers, on tho srone basis that it docs for 
Jo~ish districts. 

The editorial, though expanding on the work of the nearby American Univers ity of 
Beirut, fails to mention the splendid achievements of t he Hebrew UrJ.i versi ty at 
Jerusalem, which has become an importent factor for the develo~ment of science 
and culture in the Middle East. It may also be noted that one of the first 
departments in the Hebre•.r University was its Oriental Department, devoted to 
Arab and Islnnic culture, n.nd the Hebrew University Library hn.s one of the largest 
collections of Islamicn and Arabi ca in the world. :Besides offering courses to 
the students in various aspects of Arabic life an liternture, it also ht•,s done 
considerable extension work in sp:r.::n.c.ing knowledg of Arabic and Arab lif e runong 
the people at large, 

IV. In indicating the benefits of its proposal to internntionalize Pales inc, 
the editorial says: 11 Tho Arabs will resent this now intrusion; but they would 
no longer fear Jewish dominance nnd thoi r dismal st an do.rd of J.if c would be 
raised." 

This wey of stc.ting the matter insinuates that the 11 dismal sb1.ndr..rd of life" of 
the Arab peasant in Palestine is somehow due to the presence of the Jews. The 
opposite is the case. All reports indicate beyond any shadow of doubt thnt the 
standard of life of the Arab masses in PQlestine is far higher than it is in 
neighboring Arab countries, and tha , furthennore, improvement of tho Arab 
standard of life in Palestine is due mainly to the Jow-t sh uev lopment there,, 

Moreover, the sentence repents the oft-quoted .111 gation th[l.t the me.in reason 
for A.rllb op osition to Zionism is fear of JewLh predor:1inance. But the present 
political leader of the Arabs tiave consistently stated thn.t they are opposed to 
any further Jewish im:.1igration on ny ground whatsoever. The Arnb leaderE hnve 
taken the position that "Palestine is nn Arab country and nust remain so. 11 Th y 
have declared that they o.re the 1rowners 11 of Palestine and that this <'lleged 
11 ownershipn gives them the absolute right to rule. In 1923, when the :British 
offered an Arab Agency analogous to the Jewish Agency, the Arab reDresentntives 
eurtly refused, a. serting: 11 Th c• Arab owners of the count r.t cannot see their 
way to accept a proposal which tends to place them on an equal footing ~ith the 
alien Jews. 11 In 1936, in testimony before the Royal Comr.1ission, Auni Bey again 
stated that: 11 We do not accept the formula laid down by the Jews that there 
should be no domination by Jews o-.· ~:;- b..rabs or by Arabs over Jews." It wns his 
position that the Arabs had the r:..Gtl; to dominate Palestine and could mn.ke no 
.concessions. 
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In sum, the editorial in Life is, like the apr,ointnent of the Anglo-Americnn 
Inquiry Com.mission, o.nother wny of delaying [.my reo.J. solution of the probler.1. It 
offers no immediate, concrete h Glp for the displaced Jews of Euro:pe ru1d. mnkos o. 
proposal which is bound. to be opposed by th~ British and the .A rabs even norc 
strongly than by the Jews. It is harJ.ly likely th~t it will receive any sup-port 
on the part of Americans~ It is not only 11 a dream"; it is a will-of-the-wisp 
fantasy. It cannot possibly do any good; but it obviously can do much harn in 
delaying a practical solution. 

HLS:MLD 



THIS STATEMENT APPEARED IN A FEW I,EA.DING ~EWSPAPERS 

Another Open-Letter To 
Prime Minister Attlee 

WE TAKE the liberty of addressing this, o~r s~ond open letter, to you 
at this time so that you may have the benefit of the views of an overwhelmirfg 
majority of Americans on a matter of life or death for -an entire people. We 
rder to the question of Palestine, which will surely figure in your conversa­
tions with our President. 

\Ve assume that your officials in this country· have informed you of 
America's reaction to the reports. that y(?ur Government plans to continue 
with slight ll)odification the Ch~mbe"rlain Government's inhuman White 
P'aper policy on Palestint. If you were presented with an accurate picture, 
you must know that the voices of millions-Jewish and non-Je'\vish Yoices­
are today raised in angry protest. 

\Ve trus.t that you have been reading the cables, letter_s and resolutions 
which leaders of American public opinion have been sending to 10 Downing 
Street during the pa~t weeks4 that the British Embassy in Washington has 
kept you posted on the communications sent to your Government recently by 
countless thous:i.nrls of American citizens, and that you have seen accounts 
of the unprecedented mass demonstrations held throughout America-all of 
them demanding that your GoYernment now fulfill its oft-repeat~d pledge of 
a Jewish Palestine. 

IE alJ this be knowQ to yo~ there should be no doubt in your 
. mind that the American people will . continue fo insist that justice 
be done to the Jews, and will not be deluded by devices which 
repudiate your country's solemn obligations· in order to appease 
feudal Arab rulers. 

We Have a Right to Speak Plainly 

It is ironic and tragic that these words must be addressed to you-~ 
Prime l\1inister who was swept into office on a platform which endorsed all 
Jewish aspirations in Palcstuie withQut qualification or equivQJ:ation. • Wt 
Heall with what forthrightness and courage the leaders of the Labor Govr-rn­
ment once denounced the very policy which . is today being implemented in 
Palestine. And we believe that the horrible death of almost si~ million 
Jewish men, women and children, as well as the suffering of the remnants of 
European Jev,ry, ,entitle us to speak as plainlr as we do here. _ 

A great responsibility rests upon you today, Mr. Prime l\1inister. Tht 
(iecisions you make now will influence the course qf human events for gen· 
erations to come. If all our hopes for a world of peace and security, all our 
plans for democratic progress and economic prosphity arc not to be shatterrd 
once again, we must build today on the solid foundation of justice. For 
without justice there can be no peace. ,And unless the rem11ants of tht Jewish 
lt.ollt are gi~n the ojportunity to live a norm•l life in their oivn land, fru 
from tht horrors of persecution and homelusness-thrrt « 1ill be 11·0 justice, 
and there ca" be no fltact. 

The Choice Is Yours · . 

· · You must choose now, ?v1r. Attlee. )iou can trv to build Britain's 
power and prestige along . the lines laid down by Tory Colonial I mp~-ria1 ism. 
,ln the· ~,fiddle ~ast t,hat would ~an continuing Brita~\,present unreliable 
alliance with Hitler's supporters ar{d symp,~hizcrs-tbe potentates, tyr:mts 
and desert chiefs who have been made to seem respectable by officials of your 
Colonial Office and our State Department. 'Y"'Ou can · strve the enemie, of 
~iogress and democracy, who keep their un.fortunat~ subjects cnsla-ved in 
a feudal society and -who· fight the very ideals proclaimed in England by }'our 
l>arty and practiceg in Palestine by the Jewish people. The British Colonial 

~

ff ice, which, alas, spo11sored the Ar~b·. Uaguc as an instrument to block 
ionist progress; can continue to bolster this reacti?nary group to power and 
fluence. That would undoubtedly please men like Ibo Saud and the pro­

Nazi l\1ufti. 

But ,•,e submit, l\Ir_. Prime l\linister, that the results of such a count 
will be tragic in the extreme-not only for the Jewish people, but for Britain 
., well. \Ve hope you noticed that the mobs which rioted· in Cairo, 
~lexandria, other · cities of Egypt and Tripoli-mobs incited to violence by 
the Arab League-began by sh.outing and attack_ing • Jews _alone; later, 
however, as their fury increased, the rioters attacked Christian churches and 
ahouted for the withdrawal of British forces from Egypt .•• And so, the 
~rah ~tague! though a product of the l~th century mentalitt of the British 
Colonial Office, mar prove to be something of a Frankenstein monster. 

~hat, then, shall it be1 1'-1r. Attlee? A free and democratic Jewish 
State, m which all men ·regardless of race,_ color or <;reed shaU enjoy equal· civil 
and religious rights-which will pro~·ide a permanent solution for the Jewish 
problem-which will bring democratic practices and a richer, fuller life to 
all the peoples of the l\..1 iddle East? • 

. Or: the old imp:rialistic meth?d of power politi~s~allo usly disregarding 
mtern~tlonal comrmtments-tradmg blood for 01l-f1rst nurturing, thf'n 
appeasing, and finall y suppressing pro-fascist Arab chieftains? 

And if tlrf' latter course is followf'd, will Britain's honor survit,e~ 

The A'merican people can understand and sympathize with vour Gov­
ernment's request for help in the solution of Britain 's economic· problems. 
But many Americans are no-1.,· asking themselves whether this country is not 
being called upon to support. a bankrupt imperialist policy at variance ,vith 
everything your Party stands for. It is to be regretted that recent evrnts 
in the l\1iddle East have not sernd to allay such fears. 

Proposed Investigation Is ~ Mockery 

Americans are al o disturbed by re,ent reports that it. is n-~,,- proptst'd 
to create a Joint Anglo-American Commission to "study" the situation of 
th_e Jews in Europe and their emigration needs. °\Vhat fact do you suppose 
will emerge from such an inquiry that have not been fullv established at 
the various international conferences on refugees or by the Harrison Report 
--other than the in ormation that additional numbers of Te,,·s ha,·e died 
because the \Ve trrn Democracie haye decided to "stud,·" or~ce more, rather 
than act. • 

~~at i urgently n_eeded, ~Ir. Attlee,. is not another roving 
expedition or a further time-consuming investigation but immediate 
concrete measures in conformity with a policy l~ng establis1\ed 
and clearly defined by valid international ~greements. 

A Constructive Program 

,vhat is called for is: 

1. The immediate admissi(Jn of 100,()00 fews into Palestine as requrs!ed 
bJ' President Truman, as a firs/ step. 

2. The abandonment or rr1.1ocfltion f ortkwi"1. by the British Go11trn• 
men/ o.f the lf?h ite Paper of 1939. 

3. A joint reaffirmation hv the British and American Governn>ents of 
their inte111ion to pursue a P~leslint policy in keeping with the original 
purp-ose and intent of the Balfour: Declaration and the Palestine JJ1andatt. 

4. Following such a joint pronouncement, it H 1011ld be most fittin.f/ to 
tonstitute o faint Commission to explore ways and means hy which both 
toun~ries may ~ooperate in the implementation of the anno_unced policy in 
the ltgh_t of their respective responsibilities 01~d interests. ff/ t hope, too, that 
the Unzted States may /ind it possible (o cooperate in such eco11omic projert1 
as would be of benefit 110 t only to the people of Palestine and to tkr 
possibilities of Jewish settlement there, hut to the peoples of the mtirt 
.Aliddle East, whose countries art poirerty-strickrn_ and 1111der-der1eloped. 

We ask, Mr. Prime Minister, that you act now. We pray that 
common sense, decency and honor will prevail. 

Abba Hillel Silver, Stephen S. Wise 
Joint Chairmen 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 Madison Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 

Oonstituent Orunlza tions: Hadas h women·, Zionht Oruniza tlori or America ; MJzracht" 
OrranlAtlon ot America; Poa;: 'z ion or America ; Zionist Organization of America . 
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An addre d liv r d at hri t Church w York City on 

Octob r 14, 19 at th outh M ting of the Gr at r ew ork 
Con/ ren e of th Am rican hristian Palestin Cornmitte . 



To Christian Youth 
By ELE G HAGA Do GLAS 

W E LIVE in a world of overwhelming and frightening 
change. The long agony of th gr at w r, it i now cl ar, 

ha by no mean n atly olved all the acute social, economi 
and national problem which continu to cry for an w r . 
The atomic bomb open b fore u th t rribl pro p ct that 
non-cooperation among the nation will I ad to a total war 
annihilating all civilizati n. At thi turnin point in human 
hi tory wh r can we look f r guidan e? Pr i nt Truman 
in a rec nt p ech to his Mi ouri n ighbor tat d pithily 
and movingly the g at moral truth which alone can nabl 
us to find the road to peac and I ·eedom: ' W may mak 
mistakes. W may have di.fficulti , b t I am a king you to 
xer i that admo • ion hi h 1 0 11 find in th g p I 

and which Chri t told us w the way to g t along in th 
world: 'Do by your neighbor as you would be don by! ' 

ever b f r in human hi tory ha t n be n o acute 
for practicin thi Gold n Rul h" h i th ry h rt of 
Chri tianity. v r b f r ha the impa t of great an bat-
tering fo mad I ar th r le r Ii iou valu mu t 

lay in human lif if human lif i to urvi on thi plan t. 
hri tianity today a rhap th gr at t hall flO' in it 

hi tory • it mu t m old ul work in orld that 
ha grown cyni al nd callou . 

If w are to att mpt- and it i youn p up n whom 
th burd n of th t tt mpt ill fall primarily- if w ar to 

tt mpt to r mak our orld in th ima of tru hri. tian 
faith w c nno fail to a on f th t t pr bl m on-
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frontin u , th qu ti n f th futur f th J , i h p pl . 
It 'a out oJ J udai m th t Chri tianit on th 
Old Te tament a well a th w tha untr and d -
n y throughout th world w r ba ·a b au of 
th ir und iating adh th ir O • 
th t main d a group apa t throu d it 
, a b cau e th ir lif , bound up and 
t • • f th Book of Book th t d • • 

• • n th y ontinu d t h 
a th r torati n of J ewi h nation 1 lif and th r n, i , n 
f J vi h thi al and ultural alu in th p • d land f 

th ir an tor , th Land of I ra 1 - Pal tin . 

r o • d de now J w hav b n r turninrr t th 
and of I ra I. a and 

th r . B h 
f r th 1 

r ntl that f 
oll ction of hum n b • 

unique: th y ar in th lming m jorit , nd 
farm r ut th y ha th • alit ' and th 

t • ift o hara • ti f th ir h th ir 
du and th ir Ii up n th an • °t" th ir 

p ut th vin p • nd 
indu trial co • h 
mpl t th w r 

I • an ·u hn 
Ru t tural p : ' h 
J a th n maki a horn f r 
th th ir ommunit • th I t d a t r h 

how th a throuo-h t r and diffi ult 
pr bl m awaitino- u in th p r wo . 

, in al tin todn ar rnn inn- th Bihl proph 



come true; they are consciou ly attempting to build a soci ty 
worthy f their ethical heritag . Because they know hat 
spiritual values must pervade every a pect of life, they have 
made a religion of labor and have applied them elves with 
self-sacrificing zeal and devotion to the reclamation of the 
neglected soil of Pale tine. Their is ' the greate t ameliora­
tive project of this century," says Dr. orman Maclean 
former Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland. ''The mo t remarkable example of soil con­
servation in th modem world ' ay Dr. alter Lowdermilk, 
A sistant Chief of our . . Soil Con ervation Service. 

The intere ts of th Jews of Palestine and tho e of their 
Arab neighbor are complementary rather than conflicting: 
the tandard of tho e Arab n ighbors have already he n 
appreciably raised, and the effect of Jewi · h progress in 
Palestine i d stined, impartial ohserv,ers feel, to e a force 
of revolutionary s,ignifican.ce in. the underdeveloped and 
underpopulated land, of the Near East. "Palestine," to 
quote Dr. Lowdermilk again, "can sene as the e ample the 
demon tration, the lever,, that will lift the entire ear ast 
from it pre ,ent idesolate condition to a dignifi d place in a 
fr e world.'' 

ALL THI I , o to p ak, the po itive p, ct of th Pale tine 
qu tion. Th re i nough i hi p itive a p ct to mak 

every rogr s 1 Am ri an an , rd nt upport r f the gr at 
demo ratic and cultural effort Jew ar puttmg forth in 
Pal tin . ac and cl mo ra y ar oth indivi ible, and 
p ac and d mocracy ill bo h b i p -med by the con 
tinuan in th trat O'. i dl a the pr nt mi-
feud I, reactionary r gi u d r which nation l wealth i 
co c ntrated m b hand of om w p c nt of th 
popu af n, and illit ra di a and ['fr·nding po rt a 



ev rywh r rampant. What J wi h P l tin ha alr ady 
done by foTc of mpl t han th nditi 1 gi 
u a uranc a Am ri an that it i th k y t th d m r ti-
zation of th r b land and that it d lopm nt i 
th refor , to o n int r t. 

But th r i a omp Hing and tr O'l and r tim l 
a p ct to this Pal tin que tion that I hav no m ntion d 
thu far and that i , I am rtain, in th mind of r on 
of you. The un olv d qu f on of th J wi h p iti n in th 
world ha r a h d a ha tly clima in our d - a lima 
o inhuman and sta g ring in it ru It and mpl t di -

regard of moral valu th t it i till - d pi th do u­
mentation of n w pap r judicial trial and t tim n by 
many witn - almo t in on ivabl . o r th 
daily pre n d to be told any long r h thodi all th 

az1 proc d d to t rminate th f u o 
n w i ntific quipm nt ar fully r or that 
They ucc ed d bett r i hi than • n r f th ir aim 
and th a h of i milro i h iliz fi 11 in 
Poland and G rmany. Th r i no J w· h famil 1 ft inta t 
in any I nd fr m ranc an H Hand in th w t f ur p 
to Gr e u o Ia ia and Ru ia in th a t. h r ar no 

nomi po ition o horn for th f w h tt r d ur-
i or t c m ha k to. ut th r • thin it l r I ft 

that th y retu n to - a poi onou I o mitic 
octrin that i m kinrr lif in p • th 

m·llion d h I J wi h u v· r itl r }1 t In 
th Poland J i h parti an h Ip d t fr th 
t nth of who J , l murd r J , mu 
from pogrom a inHtion and intimid tion. 

h n i n ·no- for of th i own in th l nd 
of th ir f th r b n m ith • n at t rribl 
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urg ncy for tho r maining J w:, of urop . ou n d only 
r ad Ear I . Harri on' r port ubmitted td Pr id nt 
Truman nth condition of th hundr d thou and J w till 
in c mps in ermany, to r aliz how for th m al tin i 
th magic name, th d ir d goal th on pla on arth 
whi h ff r horn and refuge. It i th land wh r mo t of 
th m hav r lati eager to h lt r th m; the land wh r a 
new produ ti civilization with room f r million of mor 

kinb hand , i b ing built up· th land acr din tradition 
and pray r • th land ol mnly promi ed a th ational 
H f th J ~ i h p opl in the ov nant of th ague of 

ati n - a fa t to oft n ob cur d in the int r t of 
riti h app a m nt politic or rah chau ini t propaganda. 
h lli d tat m n who made th 1 t p ac int nd d to 

th J , th op ortunity to r con titut th ir n tional 
lif in th ir h • t i • horn nd. Lloyd G rcr m m ir 
m, k th tabl cl a ny numb r f tate-

thur Jam r 
rah at tl 

d t thi point of a 
r t him llied tat m n th t al tin wa 
r b Ian • it had a univer al hara t r a th birthplac 
hri ti nity hi toricall y J wi h onn ction a the 

n i nt nd n r for ott n h m of a p opl hi h had 
n r v r d it tie ith ph i al or piritual ith it. 

W I-I tru at th nd f h la t, ar i qu lly tru 
no\ uall y tru an nti 1 t hum n 

d nd hum n pr a b n put v ry 
trikincrl in a R olut a t D c mb r b th 

Briti h Lab r P rt wh ow gov rn Britain and 
ann t, it m nd in th th m r I tr ngth o 
rr u th p th o ntl ith full u d r-



t ndin of ll i impli ti n . 
ad ted annual onf 
Th ly n ith r 

unl 
th • Lhi tin 

a m jority. Th a 
nd th i an • • ti 
p kabl atrocit • t 
azi pl n to kill all th 

ffirmin • 
Briti h 
ba · • • • • 
pr 

th 
m 
J 

th upport 
m nt ." 

I an nd • 
tin I a t 

ind. It 

ar 
h num 
for th 
r it un-

nan­
r -

d ui n th 
mju tifi ll 

am un , ith ut 
m hi h it ha 

m n n nd 

u f littl r J rt f1 m I I • 
hi h 1 ft ·m inl libl 

m 1 ., 

. b nt df mt 
an rph n d lad fr 
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a youth who when a ked from wh re he came, replied: 
What diff r nc do that mak ? hat matt r' i wh r' I 

have come to, not wh re I com from. I' ome hom .' 
He tretched out hi hands in j y - and th woman aw 

the number scorched into hi fl h - 10 ,223 - bi lav 
number in a labor camp. Th r r uch numb r on th 
hand of all the 1300 ne om r on th hand t o of a littl 
hoy of i who cam hyl up to th woman and told h r, 
in r ply to her qu ti n, that h had com originally from a 
town in Poland. He wa i ar old and hi i ht ld 
i t r w with him. " h and I h aid impl r th 

only J left of all th th u an in our to, n. Ju t h 
and I." 

And to help to • new lif to th 
land of th ir p pl ' 
integral part of our r 
d di at d to th builain 
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70 ifth 

Publi h d b 

and 

tra ic hildr n in th 
ithout qu tion an 
hri tian m n an 

r orld. 

I 

JO. f -1915 

1 1 




