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COFY OF LETTER FROM M.S. 

TO THEl HIGH COMMISSIONER DATED 4th JUNE 1945 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour to address you, on beha.lf of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, on the subject of the future of German settlements in Palestine. 

2. The Ger.nan community in this country comprised before the war four rural 
settlements and three urban or suburban quarters, apart from the number of 
individual residents, firms and institutions. T"ne political frame of mind of 
this community was for years before the war a source of profound concern and 
anxiety to the Jews of Palestine and, it is believed, to the British a.uthorities. 
With the advent of Hitler, the vast majority of the Germans of Palestine embraced 
the Nazi doctrines with enthusiasm and gave every tangible indicati on of their 
poli ti cul and ideologicv.1 allegiance to the Third Reich. In the disturbances 
of 1936-39 their sympathies were avowedly with the terrorist bands and their 
supreme leader, Amin el Husseini. German settlements ,-,ere known to be harbour­
ing terrorista and assisting them with information, shelter n.nd technical menns. 
Gennan workshops were used for the manufacture of land mine~ and other means of 
destruction and for the instruction of Arab terrorists in their hundline . On 
the outbreak of war some of the younger members of this colony left Palestine 
in time to join the Gennan army. Some were subsequently sent back to Palestine 
as spies or agents. One :Palestinian German is reported to have achieved greater 
notoriety as a principal commissioner in charge of the extermination of Jews; he 
showed a thorough knowledge of Palestinian-Jewish affairs and even boasted a 
knowledge of Hebrew. Authentic reports ,hich reached as indicate tho.t with very 
few exceptions, the interned inmates of the German colonies Sarona , Wilhelma, 
Waldheim and Bethlehem were throughout the war and are to this day fervent nz in. 
On the dey of the German capitulation the entire youth of Bethlehem marched 
through the colony singing Nazi songs, while the memorial service for Hitler 
held in that colony on V Day was essentially a re-dedication to the ideals of 
the lost Fuehrer. 

3. It is not for the Jewish Agency to stress the dangers from the British 
point of view involved in the continuation of this vehemently hostile clement in 
Palestine. The JA however feels it its duty to give empha tic expression to Jev,ish 
feeling on this subject. Jews in Palestine feel utterly unable to contemplate 
the return to their country or the resumption of free residence in it of this 
community of Jew-haters. It appears to them inconcoivablo, after millions of 
their brethren were exterminated by the Nazis and their henchmen ,.,1th the tacit 
approval of the ma~s of the German people 9 that here in the very land of the 
Jewish National Home, Nazi Germana as fanatical as any of those ~ho perpetrated 
the horrors in Europe should be allowed to re-establinh themselves in so close 
and revolting proximity to Jewish settlements and quarters and outra~e the feel­
ings of every Jew who meets them. The JA cannot believe that H.M.G. should 
desire to subject the Jews of Palestine to so violent a provocation and to create 
in Palestine this new source of grave trouble and possible bloodshed. 

4. It is therefore the earnest submission of the JA that the former German 
residents of Palestine who arc now in Gennany or elsewhere abroad should not be 
allowed to return to Palestine; that the Gennans still in Palos tine, presumably 
all in internment, should be evacuated to Germany - in short, that the German 
colony in Palestine should be wound up and their fatherland be called upon to 
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make room for its loyal and worthy sons and. daughters deported from a country where 
their presence, because of Germany's o,m. misdeeds, has become a.n intolerable 
anomaly. 

5. If it be_ argued in any q_u:1-rters that it is harsh and vindictive to up-
root with one stroke a thrifty and .hal'd.-working community settled in thiG countr:y 
for over 80 years, it may be pointed out in reply that some of the Jewish com­
munities which were wiped out in Germany and other countries of Euro11e had been 
in continuous existence for over 800 years; that the measure here advocated is 
very mild as compared with the large scale of transfers of populo,tion which have 
already been or will yet bo resorted to as a result of this war "I.Tith a view to 
removing sources of instability and insecurity from the countries affected by it; 
that, in any event, the case of the German lJazis in the country of the Jewish 
National Home is unique and that the situation which has rendered. their evacnation 
and transfer an absolute and imperative necessity is entirely of Germnny's own 
making. 

6. The Je,'1ish Agency fully realises that, in vie,_,, of their far-reaching import , 
the present submissions will have to be referred to the hi r;hest quarters. ~'le 
would therefore be grateful for their earliest possible trnnsmis:::.i on to the Sec~ 
tary of State and would be ha~)J1Y to know that they have Your Exccll0nc:~ 1 s sympathy 
and sup:port. 

7. The Jeui sh Agency proposes to adc.ress Your Excellency scpn.r a tcl~r on the 
cognate subject of the disposal of German l)roperty in Palestine \•rhich forms part 
of the larger question of reparations c:1.ue to the Jewish people. 

I have the honour to be, 
Your Excellency's most ob 1t servant, 

M. SHERTOK 
:!rrXECUTIVE OF THE JE1•TISiI AGENCY 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 52 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

June 11, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Mondey, June 11, at 3:30 F.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, Ne,-r York 
City. 

PRESENT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Urs. Judith Epstein, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Mrs. Etta Rosensohn, J,1dge Morris 
Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Herman Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Hise. 

Dr. Nohum Goldmann; Rabbi J. Fishman, Eliezer Kaplan; Samuel Oherr, Prof. 
Milton Handler, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Louis B. Rocker, Captain Abra.ham 
Tulin, 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Dr. I. :a. :Berkson, Gerold Frnnlc , Arnold 
K. Israeli, Arthur Lourie, Meyer W. Weiagal. 

Gershon Agronsky, ieuven Zaslani. 

SAN FRANCISCO CONFEBE CE 

Dr. Goldmann, who had just returned from San Francisco, reported on develop­
ments there in connection with the trusteeship chapter of the United rations 
charter and the proposal which had been made by Russia to eliminate Paragraph 5, 
the terms of which, in the form adopted by the trusteeship committee, would safe­
guard our rights under the Mandate. 

As had been believed, the Russian request to eliminate Paragraph 5 was not 
due to any opposition to Zionism, but was advancec. beca"1se in their view the 
paragraph, as phrased, might freeze the position of mani~te& territories and make 
it possible not to transfer them to the Trusteeship Coun01l. In order to meet 
the Russian view, a sentence was added to Faragraph 5, reading as follows: 

"This paragraph should not be interpJ.'eted as giving c:-onnds 
for delay or postponement of the nr 6~t iation HriG. concl•i.si')n 
of tho agreements for placing manda ~od and other 'i.o:1 r.i. ~: ·.1:·ies, 
as provided for in Parag~·a:ph 3, undo1· the trusteeship system. 11 

The language of the original paragraph was amended. turther,to r~aa~ 11 ••• or 
the terms of existing international ins:i:i.'UinE:mts to which member states may re­
spectively be parties," instead of1 r; ".,., or the t.e,rms of any mandate. 11 The 
reason for this change was that the Russians and the Americans did not wish to 
have a specific reference to mandates inclu~ed, since they were never parties to 
uny mandates. 

Dr. Goldmann further reported that the American delegation, as well ae 
Mr11 Fraser himself, had indicated their :i.ntention of supporting stroneq the 
retention of this paragraph. The telegrams which had boen sent to tho heads 
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of the Latin American delegations (among others), when the news reached ew York of 
the Russian proposal to eliminate Paragraph 5, had been very well received by the~ . 
Mr. Kenen and l1r. Eliahu Epstein, who had stayed on in San Francisco after the 
various delegations left, had done very effective work during the last t wo weeks, 
keeping in contact with the American and British delegations, etc. 

Dr. Goldnw.nn had been infonned that apart from Paragraph 5, the Palestine 
issue underlay the struggle that had centered on the wording of Paragraph 2(B) of 
Section] of the trusteeship chapter: 

11 To promote the political, economic, soci al and educati onal 
advancement of the trust territories and their inhabit r nts 
nnd their progressive development toward self-government or 
independence as may be appropriate to the particular circum­
stances of each territory and its peoples and the freely 
expressed wishes of the Eeoples concerned ... " 

The Egyptians had put up a hard fight in an eff ort to have the ,.-,orcl. 11 peoples 11 

changed to 11:people. 11 This referred only to Palestine, and everybody kne·w it. In 
the end all voted against Egypt's amendment with the exception of the fi ve Arab 
states. 

A further attempt made by the Egyptian delegation to have "of any J>eoples 11 

in Paragraph 5 changed to II of any people11 was again def eat ed. 

Paragraph 5, with the one change and additional sentence indicated above,~as 
adopted unanimously by the trusteeship committee at its final meeting. }o member 
of the committee placed himself on record as abstaining from voti~g , which was 
important since this made it impossible for the question of this paragraph to be 
rn.iscd again in the Trusteeship Commission or in the Assembly. 

The adoption of Paragraph 5 by the trusteeship committ ee was regarded in 
San Franciaco as a success for the Zionists. 

Dr. Goldmann also reported on a conversation he had had with i11r. Fraser, 
chairman of the Trusteeship Committee, on the general Zionist questi on. (RepQrt 
on file). Ur. Fraser expressed a desire to visit Palestine and hoped that he would 
be able to do so quite soon. 

Hr. Eliahu Epstein, supplementing Dr. Goldmann I s report, touch ec"'.. bri efly 
on the Arab position at San Francisco. The appearance of the Arab countries at 
the United Na tions Conference, - their first npJJearancc at an i nternati onal 
conference, - was a great advantage to them. The Syri an-Lebanon crisi s , f urther, 
helped to make them the center of attention. 

The Arab delegations had a.pproachai Mr. Fraser and many other delegates at 
the Conference and distributed much material among them. They were al so i n contact 
with the Latin American delegations. They made clever use of the Arab Christians, 
trying to prove that the Arab League was not only a Moslem League. With the Arab 
countries participating as of ri ~ht in future internati onal conferences, Fr. 
Epstein said, matters would become even more difficult for us, r emaining outside, 
and it was therefore all the more importnnt to obtain an immedi ate deci si on on 
Palestine. Our friends in San Francisco also realized this. 

Following the reports on the San Francisco Conference, a vote of appreciaticn 
to the delegates for an outstanding job done in safeguarding our interests, within 
the limits possible in vie\•J of the nature of the Conference, was adopted unanimous­
ly. It was further decided. to transmit this Resolution to the Jewish Agency 
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Executive in Jerusalem, as soon as the trusteeship chapter becomes part of the 
Charter of the new Security Organization. 

It was indicated that a comprehensive report on the San F~ancisco Conference 
was being prepared to be sent to the Local Emergency Committee Chairmen. 

CONFERENCE WITH PRESIDENT 

Mr. Shulman reported on a number of steps that had been taken, including 
conversations with individuals close to the President, in connection with obtaining 
an appointment with Mr. Truman before his departure for the Big Three meeting. 

GOVERNORS' PETITION 

The Governors' Petition had been signed by 32 Governors and three other 
Governors had promised to sign. Governor Tobin of Massachusetts was trying to 
arrange, together with two or three other Governors, to see the President and 
present the petition to him. 

With regard to those who have not signed the petition, the Governor of New 
Jersey, for example, did not sign because, he said, he had made it a policy not to 
sign any petitions to the President, but he was ready to write him a }Jersonal letter. 
The Governor of Oregon refused to sign because ho has no knowledge of tho problem. 
The Governor of Washington would have signed wore it not for the fact that he 
expected to be host to tho President in Seattle. 

ROUlID ROBIN LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT 

Mr. Greenberg reported that 197 Representatives and 41 Senators had signed 
the round robin letter up to that day. 

In tho course of the discussion that followed, Dr. Akzin advanced a number 
of reasons why more signatures of Reprezentatives and Senators had not been obtained, 
among them the technical reason that a large number of Congressmen were out of the 
country. (Of 96 Senators, 22 were awey). 

The question was raised as to whether the effort to obtain further signatures 
to the round robin letter should be continued, or whether the peti ti.ell should be 
presented to tho President before his departure for the meeting with tho Big Three 
(which thore was every ind.ication would be very soon), with tho signatures obtained 
by that time. It was thought that there would be a majority of the members of the 
House, although perhaps a minority in the Senate. 

It was the consensus that the effort should not be discontinued, since it was 
hoped that a substantial. number of Senators and Representatives would still sign, 
under pressure of their constituents, and as a result of further follow-up in 
Washington. It was pointed out, further, that if it is decided to reintroduce the 
Resolution in Congress .it would be helpful to ha.ve as many Congressmen as :possible 
on record in favor of the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth. 

After further discussion, a motion was adopted unanimously to the effect that 
we continue with the round robin effort, without prejudice to othor activities, at 
least until the signatures of a majority of the House and Senato is obt tined. 

It was further decided to have the Governors' petition presented to the 
President before his departure, even if no more than 32 signatures are obtained. 
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LETTER FROM MIZRA.CHI 

A letter received from Mr. Leon Gellman, President of the Uizrachi Organi­
zation of .America, was ~ead. (Copy attac~ed). 

A full discussion followed, in which suggestions were made as ·to the kind of 
reply to be made to the Mizrachi. A committee was appointed to draw up thi s reply , 
consisting of Mrs. Epstein, Judge Rothenberg and Mr. Wertheim. 

A resolution was unanimously passed expressing the view of the Executive 
Committee that the leadership of the Emergency Council has carried out t h e policies 
adopted by the Council with capability and vigor, this resolution to be quoted in 
the reply to Mr. Gellman. 

( Copy of letter to Mizrachi also attached). 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 P.M. 

A. L. 
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Dr. Stephens. Wise 
91 Central Park West 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Wise: 

June 15, 1945 

I don't have to describe to you the internal situation in American 

Zionism at this moment. The sharp cleavage in our ranks and the manner 

in which it manifests itself publicly is bound to undennine whatever re­

mains of the prestige or reputation of our leadership. I have no doubt 

that it also weakens our position vis-a-vis government circles both here 

and abroad. Personally, I feel completely incapacitated and under the 

present circumstances it has become impossible for me to carry out my 

duties as Chairman of the Executive Committee. I have no choice but to 

submit to you my resignation from the above mentioned office. Whatever 

my strength and abilities I cannot use them for any constructive purpose 

in the unbearable tmosphere of raging factional strife. 

I should like to express through you my sincerest gratitude to all 

those friends who considered me worthy of occupying a position of responsi­

bility in our movement at this crucial time. ~ thanks go particularly to 

you and Heman Shulman for your unqualified cooperation and genuine personal 

friendship, which I hope I shall be privileged to enjoy also in the future. 

I consider my resignation effective as of tod~. 

Hayim Greenberg 



18th June, 1945. 

Your Excellency, 

I have the honour, on behalf of the Executive of the Jewish Agency fnr 
Palestine, to address you •n the subject of Jewish imnigration in the new 
circum,..tances c1·eated by the defeat c,f Germany and the liberaticn 0f Europe 
from Nazi ppression . 

2. From reliable reports it would appear that, apart frcm the S~vict Union, 
only 1,400,000 Jews have survived in Europe. Over 6,000,000 European Jews, 
including at least 1,000,000 in the Soviet Union, have been annihilated. So 
gigantic a campaign of extermination has no precedent in history. By its 
~nitude and frightfulness the Jewish tragedy stands out unique even ong 
the horrors wrought by the Uazi regime. 

3 . The tragedy it the result of the exceptional position f the Jews as a 
homeless people. Their cruel destiny pursues them into the nost-war w rld. 
Against the general background of war devastation, the destruction of the 
Jewish communities in Eurepe presents a problem sui generis. The physical roid 
economic condition ~f the survivors is precarious in tl e extreme . Eye witness 
rep rt s ab out the pr-,si t ion of Jewish survivors in vari~us parts of Europe - in 
Poland, Hung~ry, Bulgaria, Greece, to mention a few examples - tell of appall­
ing distress , heavy child mortality, unspeakable housing conditions, di sen.se 
and starvation , and utter hopelessness. Their pre-war economic positions have 
been destroyed beyond recovery, their h~mes and po.~ccsions have fallen into 
the hands of others who are now combining for the defence of their ill-gotten 
gains . In view of the incecure positicn ot the Jews in Ear;tern Eurcpe before 
the war • a reversion to the status quo ant~ would in any case have been a bleak 
pronpect. Today, after the havoc wrought by the Nazis , it is quite unthink­
able . 

4. The position of the survivors is further aggravated by the virulent 
growth of anti-semitism in most countries of Europe. ~he Nazis have incul­
cat d their anti-Jewish doctrines into a,,ery nation that f ell under their 
sway, in particular into the y~unger generation, Everywhere the Jew, emerging 
from his hide-out or returning from the concentration ifamp, i an unwelcome 
apparition . It is tragicnlly i nificnnt that many of those in WCf;tern 
countriec:: who , during the German cccupation, [l.bstained from anti-semitic acti­
vities for f nr of becornng identified with the Nazic-, are openly indulging 
in Jew-baiting now tha.t thi n longer t ,- ints themv1ith 11 collaborationism11 , 

In France and B lgium there is a milit0nt body of opinion agnin t th r ~sti­
tution C'f J wi h property . Throughout the continent, Governm nts whose posi­
tion is yet tenuous are putting off indefinitely the actual ret-:titution of 
J wit!h property even where legislntiv mefl~ures to th.,t effect hp.Ve be n 
enacted. In ~omc countries fe eling c.gainst thtJ Jews reaches the intensity of 
fierce animal hatred. Poland could not have been turned into the slaughter­
house of EuropeM Jewry had it not been fer the Cflnnivance - And in many CFtses 
the act ive n.s~istance - of the 1 cal population. The feeling of tMnkfulne('.! 
to Hitler for having rid Pol~nd of the Jews is reported to be widecpread Md 
voc,9.l. Even after the liberation, during tho one month cf M:trch, ov r 150 Jev,s 
are known to have been murdered in brand d ylight in v~rious part of P land. 
It is report d thn,t Poles who he. d helped to snve Jews from the U zis ,re now 
begging their Jevd sh friends not to divulge their kind net. le t their own 
position become unten ble am ng their neighbours. A spoke man of the Soviet-
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spensored Pelish Government recently stated that the atmosphere in Poland was 
so full of anti-Jewish venom that even the r.mall remnant that had eurvived 
the Nazi mass slaughter would have to be evacuated . What is true of Poland 
ap~lies also to other countrie~ in Eantern Europe. Eye witne£ses report that 
the ma.ss extermination of the Hungarian Jews was carried out with the active 
collaboration of the Hungarian populaticn and that since the liberation ef the 
country there have been grave anti-Jewish excesses in the parts not directly 
controlled by the Russian Army; many cases have occurred of Jews corning out of 
their concealment only to be killed by their Hungarian neighbours. The Nazi 
design of turning the accumulated hatred and bitterness of tbe exhausted 
nations of Europe ajgainst the Jews is bearing rich fruit. 

5. From all parts of Europe the Jewish .Agency is receiving urgent pleas · for 
irn.rnigration permits to Palestine - from France and the Low Countries, from 
Italy and Greece, from the many thousands of Jewish refugees stranded in 
Switzerland and Sweden, from the survivors of the horr·or campr. in Germany and 
Czechoslovakia. \vi thin a few weeks of the opening of the Palestine Office of 
the Jewish Agency in Rurnania , 30,000 Jews had filed applications fer admission 
to this country. There was a similar rush for certificates in Budapest . Recent 
messages r eceived from various European centres warn us that every week of 
delay spells further deterioration of conditions. more disease and mortality, 
m•re insecurity amidst the new internal struggles in the liberated ceun.tries 
where the JeV/£ a..:,e again serving as scapegoats for all that goes Vlrong . Par­
ticularly frantic calls for immediate evacuation to Palestine are reaching 
Jerusalem, London and New York from the 70,000 odd survivor~ of the liberat ed 
death-camps in Central Europe who are haunted alike by the memories of past 
horrors and the dread of forcible removal to their countries of origin . But 
the claim for admissien to Palestine is not limited to t'ne Jews placed in such 
untenable conditions. Jewish r efugees frem Germany who found temporary sanc­
tuary in England during the pre-war years and in the early months of the war 
are becoming increasingly f1)7Rre thc'\t the prospects of their permanent sett le­
ment in England are slight . As the iden of a return to Germany is utterly 
repugnrint to most of them, their minds are in vit ably turning to Pale stine . 
Similarly, -:most of the Jewish soldiers in the Poli sh rir-rey whc fought in the 
western campaign, particularly those in Italy, ~.r e determined not to return 
to Poland, whRtever its politicnl fate, but seek ndmisr.ion to Pale stine, The 
present demand for immigration certificA.tes come s indeed not mere ly from those 
who had long- ngo tied up their future with this country. It is voiced by many 
formerly not aPisoci a ted with Zionism whom the cataclysm of the l n..st decade ha s 
driven to see in Palestine the only hope of r ehabilitntion . 

6. Nor is the urge to migr8te av.~ settle in Pale ~tine confined to J ews who 
were direct victims of the European cat n.stropae , It is widespread nnd growing 
throughout the oriental comrrnmitie~, from Morocco to Iran, from IstMbul to 
Aden, A combinntion, in V?-,rying degre es , of a number of f nctors - economic 
distress, religious persecution , the memorier:, and f ears of ma~sn.cres, political 
and socic1,l disabilities - is producing among the Jews of the East an ever ... 
incren.sing gr~vitation towards the Nntional Home , There is a growing prt1.ctical 
interest in Palestine also c1,mong the Jews in Gre[tt :Britain, the Dominions and 
the United Strite s . There are in Englo.nd many hundreds of young Jews, mmy of 
them British born, who , for yeRI's past, hA.ve been preparing themselves for 
cvent1.1.A.l settlement in Palestine. A 9irnilar pioneer movement has tA.ken root 
runong t he Jewish youth in America nnd South Africa. The war, the Jewish 
catastrophe in Europe Md the sporadic growth of anti-semitism have produced 
a great awakening of Jewish national consciousness in these countri e s , which 
doe s not merely find expression, ~sin former yenrs, in moral ~nd ma teriRl 
support for the NPtionnl Home, but in impe lling rnnny to seek new rcots in the 
ancient and newly r evived lond of their people. 
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7.. The situation created by all these developments calls for a fro nh approach 
to the iamugration problem. The Jewir,h Agency does not in tl:. ir; rnc'Tior dum 
propose to raise the larger politic 1 issue s forming the subject of its com­
prehensive rne-:ioranda to His .~1ajesty 1s Governm.,nt of October 1944 and of May 
1945, in which the claim for a large Jewish immigration and the vesting cf 
im~igration control in the J ewish Agency occupied a prominent place. It CR~­
net , however , in view of the unt nable position of the surviving J ews of Europe 
and the many urgent demands for immigr -:. tionfacilitie s fro!'!l el sewhere , postpone 
any longer t e submiscion of its plea for an immedia t e preliminary decision 
regarding immigration in the coming months. In order to reet the most urgent 
claims the Jewish Agency hereby begs to apply for the allocati0n of 100,000 
imnigrat ion permit to be placed forthwith at its disposnl . One-quarter of 
thi" total is to be ec.1.rmarked for the admission of childrPn without parents on 
the strength of special funds to be supplied for t his purpose by Jewi h org8ni­
zations abroad nnd fc1.cilities to be provided by the J evrs of Palestine . A 
detailed analysir; of the country's absorptive capacity for new immigrfUlts , r--s 
sunmari sed in the attached memor r ndurn, shows that the other thr e-qurtrters can 
be productively abnorbed under present conditionc,. 

8 . It will be observed that the datn on the inmediat e prospects of economic 
pbror·)tion set forth in the tt a ched memorandum, A.re based on the framework 
of the present J ewish conomy vrithout t!l.king into c'\.Ccount the plans for the 
exponsion of Jevrish agricultural nnd industrial enterpris~ . They r-how , it is 
submitted , that an imrnigr ::i tion of the size indic ,-,.t ed i not only immcdic1t e ly 
pr act icable, but that it would generri1ly benefit the economic structure ~f the 
country. :1he memor.,ndu.'Il nlr-o indic .-;1 tes the housing schemes whi ch arc immedi­
at0ly practicable . A more radica l solution of the hou ing problem dep c·nds 
prima.r ily on Government action by authorising the importation of n l arger 
volume of b ilding materials , and by empoweri.ng the locfl.l authoriticR to 
r equi ition,for the nccommodntion of rcfugecr,, buildings ruid apnrtrn ,nts n w 
used for non-es sentinl purposes , Md by adopting concerted mec .~ures for the 
lowering of th cost of building. It should be borne in mind that ev,Jn 
t empor n.ry discomfort in Palest ine would b8 consid red by most imnigrai1tr- from 
Europe infini te ly preferable to the lot they now hf'vc to endure ; :.11:,o th..,t 
m.1nY irm:igr ~, nt would f ind n.ccommodn.tion ·tith their relatives by w1 o~e in­
~istent and anxious claims for the im~edi ~t e bringing over of their surviving 
k ith nnd kin tho J l;wish Agency is now daily be piege d . 

9 , The J ewish Al!,ency i s cWcre of the difficulties of exit , trnnsit nnd 
tr8nsport ha. e ring immigr<tion from most Europe0n countries under the present, 
still abnormti,l, circu~stpnces , It vrou.ld , hov, ver , point out thnt tho piece­
meal alloc ~tion of permits hns in tne pa~t gr vely impeded the effort s made to 
deal with these problem , These difficulti "s were further ag5r~vp.,tcd by t e 
pr ... ctice of fixing rigid totn.l fr m timo to time , which mn.de it ir.rpo~sibl e to 
r espond to MY newly merging need with ut cutting into, or complet0ly CM ­

ce llin , ;ir li cr com 11i tmcntr- , The recent inrt rm cei; of the virt ·1.l "freezing " 
of blocks of certificate ::illoc!)tod to the Bnlknn countri t;f' ..,nd t it, uritiu , 
respective ly, which for c diversity of re sons could not be i'!lr.icdi,~,tc ly 
tltilized , P.lr'lY b , cit e d 0s cn~os in point . Only if q lt:l.rge totr,. l of permits is 
iI!lITl0din.t e ly nvn.iL.bl e for distribution to all countries of prov0n:mcc , vrill 
it b pos si blc to p lan nhen.d with regn,rd to trMcport , to coordinat~- shippine 
f B.cilities nnd to grapple effectively vlith the probl er.is of exi t nnd trnnc-it . 

10 . The Jewish ncy i fully w..,re thnt the decision for w dch it plcnd 
would imply the ~bnndonment of the imrnigr, tion policy embodi ed in th lfui te 
Paper of 1/iny 1939. It is not propor-ed in the pr r-ent context to go ng,,in ov r 
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the gr<"undfi on which, in previous communicnti ans of the J ewi sh ency , t he 
moral and legal validity of the Whi t Pape r was challenged . Nor i s i t intended 
to cite here the authori tA.ti ve iot ; t e 11ent s to t he same effect made at the ti 
of it promulga,tion, in particular on the immigr ation is sue, by t he Permanent 
.Aandates Commiss ion and by prominent rre mbers of the pr es ent Gove rnment. The 
re strictive inmigration pelicy has be en fraught with di sas trous consequences 
for the Jewish pe ople during the mo st tragic years of it ~ hi story. The J ew i sh 
Agency finds it inconceivable tru-t a me a sure of exp di ency r e ort e d tc under 
the shadow of the oncoming war should , aft e r it succe s sful conclus ion again~t 
the rnaj er enemy, continue to serve a s an obst acl e to the rescue and r e habili­
t ation of its victims . In the name of the entire J ewish people we appeal t ~ 
the wisdom Fllld rnaganimity of His W!ajesty 1 s Government to right the wrong co~ 
mitted in the stre sofa difficult period and to open the gates of Pales tine 
to r eceive the remnnntg · of.Ew-opean J ewry and all those J ws who f ee l imp lled 
by spiritual attachment or by external pressure to se ek new home among the ir 
ewn people in t heir ancestr~l country. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency's 

Most obedient servant, 

M. Shertck 
EXEClJrIV:i: OF THE JEWISH AGENCY 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 53 

AMERICA!{ ZIONIST EMERGEMCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

June 19, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Tuesday, June 19, at 3:30 P.M. at 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
City. 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding) , Hrs., Judi th Epstein, Dani el Frisch, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, I-!rs . Rose Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Mrs . Etta 
Rosensohn, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Herman Shulmnn, Mrs . Rebecca Shulman, David 
Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

David Ben-Gurion, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Eliezer Kaplan. 

Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Samuel Cherr, Prof. Milton Handler, Emanuel 
Neumann, Captain Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold 
K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Meyer w. Weisgal. 

Isaiah L. Kenen, Henry Montor. 

The Chainnan extended a hearty welcome to •1r• Ben-Gurion, Chairman of the 
Jewish Agency Executive, who had just arrived fro~ England. 

MR. BEN-GURI ON I S REPORT 

Mr. Ben-Gurion reported on the political scene in London and spoke of the 
serious situation now confronting the Jews of Palestine. (Complete report on 
file). 

MR. GREE1IBERG 1S RESIGNATION 

A letter from Mr Greenberg to Dr. Wise tendering his resignation as chai~ 
man of the Executive Committee of the Council was read. (Attached). After a 
discussion in executive session a motion was adopted unanimously that Ur. 
Greenberg's resignation be not accepted. Mr. Greenberg agreed to continue to 
act for a further two weGks, by which time the whole question of future policy 
will have been taken up. 

It was decided that a meeting of the Executive Comnittee be held Frid~ 
afternoon, June 22, to be devoted to a discussion of policy; and that a further 
meoting , in executive session, be held Saturday evening, June 23. 

FOLITICAL REPORT 

Mr. Shulman reported on a proposed meeting with President Truman, and on a 
number of conversations had with individuals in Washington. · (Report on file), 
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It was also intended to seek appointments with members of Mr. Truman's 
Cabinet and individuals who are to accompany him to the meeting of the ~ig Three. 

Plans were proceeding for a radio program on a national hook-up, the script 
for which wa.s being prepared by a prominent wri·ter, and in which Eddie Cantor was 
taking an active part. 

Governors' Petition: 34 Governors had signed to date, and the signatures of 
two more were ex:pected. * The plan to have a few Q,overnors meet with the President 
and present it to him vae still being worked on. 

Round Robin letter cy Congressmen: Up to that day close .to half the Repre­
sentatives and 47 Senators had signed the letter.•• 

ARA.13 LEAGUE 

It was reported that a reply had been received from Joseph c. Grew, Acting 
Secretary of State, to the letter sent him by Dr. Wise in connection with the 
report which had appeared in the New York Times on the address delivered by Mr. 
William Phillips, Special Assistant to the Secretary of State. at a dinner of the 
Institute of Arab American Affairs, in which Mr. Phillips had expressed approval 
on behalf of the American Government of the newly organized League of Arab States. 
In Dr. Wise' a letter he had referred to the Annex to the Arab League Pact dealing 
with Palestine and had pointed out that the provisions of this Annex are in di:rect 
conflict with the Balfour Declaration and tho Mandate for Palestine and that 
hr. Phillips' statement must be regarded as prejudicial to the right s of the Jewish 
people in regard to Palestine end irreconcilable with the frequently reiterated 
policy of the United States Government with reforenoe to Palestine. Dr. Wise had 
further requested the Acting Secretary of State to grant him and his colleagues 
an opportunity to discuss this matter, as well as certain related questions of 
immediat e urgency, with him, 

In his reply, Mr. Grew said he would be glad to JJ1eet with Dr. 11ise and his 
associates, as requested. As regards Mr. Phillips' address, he enclosed the 
complete text of his remarks from ~nich, he indicated, it would be noted that 
although Mr. Phillips welcomed cooperation among the Arabs. "he said nothing which 
could be interpreted as giving blanket endorsement to all activities in which the 
Arab League might engage." 

LONDON CONFERENCE 

It was reported that plans were proceeding to hold a Zionist Conference in 
London. Information had been received from the Jewish Agency indicating the number 
of people who were to be invited to attend the Conference from each country. There 
,-,ere to be 12 American Zionists, together with three members of the Actions Com­
mittee resident in the United States. 

Mr. ~en-Gurion added infonnation which he had concerning the Conference plane. 
He explained that there are great difficulties in arranging the Conference, in view 
of the lack of hotel accommodation and the food shortages in London, because of 
which the British Home Office was reluctant to issue any considerable number of 
visas. The number of thoae to attend the Conference had to be limited to 60. 

* 39 Governors have now signed the petition. 
•• 257 Representatives and 54 Senators have now signed. 
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The Conference would indicate to the British Government that there could be 
no further delay in annonnc:!.ng a new pr1!.:: ~r for Palesti~e aud that we would not 
tolerate the White Pape·· ~~-'i A.,r):.:.t e :,:- - ~h-3,·'.; i ·c s ,:oni: i n·, -:. r-i-1:/,.nn ,,1f\~. bound to lead to 
trouble . It was desiroJ. -~r: ·~•J.~ l t;h_j ~ -~c ·Jhe l~-r : t .i.sb 1..il''✓ :Jrnrl1m1: ; w· .th the voice of 
the entire Zionist movf.-n:r3·.::.'.; ,, :~., cir ... d..'..1~g -iE:J ... £ -. •:m. 1 co; 1\d 1Jo t.1~.:cm 'Ly t.he Conference; 
but in case it should ·oc nc. c•j r;sn,J 'Y 1,0 tttls::11 nny t ec::.s:, )ns, a :1'." :.: r.::-ic;emonts were being 
mado for the Smaller Act1.'):--.s (;cm:.ci·~:tee to be pres8nt in t0~1.:~un (or, if all the 
members cannot be prcson)i; , tc des::61:.at e othe::-s to talce their places). 

Dr. Goldstein staked. tbat l t a e~r-ndcd on what the terms of reference of the 
Conference were . If son:.e-t~1:.11g ::.r:·p,·,:::- tuat '11a :• to come up, whic:h require.d decisions to 
be taken , it would not b e :i·i::;ht :i:n:~· A::1~::<,cc.:1 7.~.onist to be represe1!ted by only 12 
delegates . There was a~.s•~ & T•·. -:, 1,.:. · im aE to ~10w -~o sel0ct only three or four from 
among all those in the L . v,.A" who nave a co:1J:; ri 'but::.on to make. 

Mr. :Ben-Gurion poin·~ed ou.t that it wa.s not intended to discuss internal 
questions . The nece~s::..-cy f-:n" the C0nfer3nce a.rose from the poli tica.l situation 
only. He did not see a::.:r ,1,ay o··:· c~:o ·):Ji nc; a :1ew E:':Acuti ;,,~e nowo We must preserve 
the World Zionist Orgar .. iz!tt:i 011. now •i A Co::.g:.."'css w0'llld be called at the first 
opportunity 

It was impossible. to !1c:;,"'·e. z-e:9:rese::1.tnb.ves of the enti!'e movement attend the 
Conference ; thus althou.g:1. t:J. ·· :.:-8 a:.."~~ only 5~000 1T&·,12 :&f't ~.:1 G:r0c~1:.,, for ini:1~ance, 
it was desirable to ha-, e F1 :-~:-:·•1 •·.1-rn.:.::<i a.tivo o.~ th2 (}:::-c3k Je·v1s p.!' er-ont to speak to 
the :Sri tish Government on. l,3":;,2..1:: ci t he Jew:3 of G:-:-oe~0, 

After some di scu8s::. o:n , i ~ wa~ d8r.~d.9d that t:-.e llrie:t·gency Counc1.l send repre­
sent.ati ves to the Stat1;.0 }>~-pc::.,·-. -:,:.,, , ,:,<; t;o 0b·•:tdn t!'.11.:. ~ ::,2~. •1 ·~.a:.1~0 of the Acting Secretary 
of State in connection ·1.-.:.:.Jh -c·,:2.:~::!p~::,:~; a;clc-1:i. 1 r,a ... t~ _O·):.-tJ . etc ,, IJ.; \·ras further ag::-eed 
that Dr. 'Goldstein taku tij_G i:~:;_ -~_ .. a;: iYc in gotti!':.g the :Lrn.r i1art ies together and 
deciding on the number o:!:' a.eleg:1:.;ol;j to be selee;-l;ed by 0ach party. 

The meeting adjourned a t 6:15 PcM. 

A. L. 
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Pol/68/45 

The Chief Secretary 
Government Offices 
Jerusalem. 

Sir, 

20th June, 1945. 

I have the honour to refer to your letter C.S/709 of the 28th May, 1945, 
infon:ning us of the Secretary of State's apProval for a scheme of progressive 
reduction of the Jewish Settlement Police, and to make the following submissions 
on the subject. 

2. In making its representations the Jewish Agency is fully aware of the 
paramount responsibility which Government bear for the external and internal 
security of Palestine and their exclusive prerogative to determine tho organisa,­
tion of the country's security forces. On the other hand, the Jewish Agency 
trusts that Government realise that nothing can absolve the Jewish Agency , as 
the representative body of the Jewish people, from the responsibility of watching 
over the security interests of the Jewish community and of making such repre­
sentations to Government on security matters as are, in its judgment, called for 
by past experience and the needs of the situation. We venture to hope that such 
representations will always receive ·.the earnest consideration of Government. 

3. The Jewish Agency fully 8jppreciates the vital importance, from the stand-
points of finance and man-power, of the reversion of security arrangements to 
peace-time standards. We beg, however, to draw attention to certain aspects of 
the security situation which make it ~pear doubtful whether, as far as the defence 
of Jewish settlements is concerned, the time for such reversion has already arrived. 

4. It is true that the increase in the establishment of the J.S.P. in June 1941 
to its previous maximum of 2650 was carried through under the impact of war con­
ditions, viz. the operations in Syria. The increase then authorised, however, 
was not confined to the north of Palestine but applied to all J ewi sh settl Gment 
zones. The reinforced J.S.P. were manifestly intended to serve not so much for 
repelling attacks from without as for dealing with outbreaks within the country, 
such as seemed possible in tho state of tension then prevailing. That particular 
form of wal'-time tension, duo to the expectation in certain quarters of Allied 
defeat, progressively abated until, with the decisive turning of the tide of war, 
it completely disappeared. But the very end of the war in Europe has produced 
a new powerful source of potential unrest borne of the unsettled state of political 
affairs in this country, as indeed in various parts of the world, including the 
Middle East. 

5. Bearing in mind the chronic insecurity of the Yishuv and the possibility 
of turbulent phases through which the country may have to be steered until its 
political stability is achieved - including also the possible repercussion of 
upheavals in neighbouring countries upon the internal security of Palestine -
we cannot but give expression to the apprehensions generally felt at the present 
intention to reduce, at this stage, the defences of Jewish settlements comprised 
within the framework of the J.s.P. Sight has not been lost of the fact that 
considsrable forces of the British Army are now and will probably remain stationed 
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in Palestine. Yet experience has shown that unless each Jewish settlement and out­
lying quarter has an adequate local protection ready to ward off any sudden att [ ck, 
it is liable, in the event of an unexpected outbreak, to suffer avoidable loss of 
life and destruction of property even when considerable forces are available for 
ultimate use in protecting the settlements and maintaining law and order generally. 

6. Moreover, the presence in Palestine of considerable units of Arab armed 
forces has a direct bearing on the point at· issue. During the war, uni ts of the 
Arab Legion of Transjordan were for the first time stationed in Palestine, some 
of them in the vicinity of Jewish settlement areas. Units of the T.J.F.F. 
stationed in Palestine appear to have increased in number. It is idle to expect 
the Yishuv to perceive in these forces a bulwark of its security. It cannot help 
regarding them rather as a potential source of danger. In a whole series of 
incidants the personnel of these forces has manifested its active hostility to 
Jews , Tho reduction in size of the one specifically Jewish security force~ at 
a ti:ne when A:cab armed forces have been expanded and are from time to time promi­
nently displayed in this country, is bound to have a disturbing and uns€ttling 
effe0t on the morale of the Jewish population and cause regrett able but inevitable 
nervousness., 

7. Another consideration which appears to be relevant is the marked chunge 
which has occurred during the war in the racial composition of the Palestinian 
s .ction of the Police Force an<i its Auxiliaries. The following ta le indicates 
the trend: 

Jews and Arabs in Palestine Police 

JEWS ABA:SS 
Regular Au.xi- Round Re llar Au.xi- Round 
Police liaries Total Police liaries Total 

End of 1939 818 4184 5000 1624 1600 
1941-194G 700 5279 6000 . 2000 933 3000 
Present state 688 4424 5100 2432 3921 6300 

It will be observed that the ratio of Jews to Arabs in the Regular Police 
has dropped from 1:2 at the outbreak of the war to less than 2:7~ In the whole 
Palestinian section of the ~olice the ratio has gone down from 3~ 1 to less than 
5~6 • The reduction now proposed will drive the ratio further dovn t o 2:3 . 

8 For all these reasons the Jewish Agency would earnestly plead for the post-
ponement of the reduction of the permanent strength of the JeS.P, u..~til such time 
as the clarification of the political situation will make it possible to see in a 
clearer perspective what the future holds in store for Palestine, so f~r a its 
internal security is concerned. The fact that, whilst being advised th~t a 
reversion to peace-time standards is called for, Government nevertheles~ fixed 
the establishment at a figure 371 higher than the pre-war total is duly appreciated.:. 
The actual net result, however, of the proposed change is the disb ndmcnt of 900 
members of the J.S.P. no i permanently on duty. Such a considerable cut, even if 
carried through by stages, is liable to cause alarm in the Yishuv, particularly 
in the rural communities, without the Jewish Agency being in a position to defend 
the reduction. A defennent of the reduction, at least pending further considera~ . 
tion, appears to be fully warranted. 

9. In connection with the general question of the size of the J.S.P. it is 
pertinent to point out that since March 1939, seventy five new Jet1ish settlements 
have been established, a large :proportion of them in the outlying par-ts of the 
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country. At a certain stage in the past the principle was laid down that the 
establishment figure of the J.s.P. must be regarded as a rigid total to which no 
additions can be authorised, so that in the event of a new settlement being founded, 
the necessary complement of men and anns must be provided at the expense of older 
settlements. The Jewish .Agency has never considered this principle justified. 
Once the competent authority has reached the conclusion that the protection of a 
certain settlement requires a certain number of armed men, it is difficult to see 
why it should be called upon to manage with less merely because protection has to 
be provided for yet another settlement, sometimes a long wey off. The Jewish 
Ago.1cy would therefore urge that, whatever the outcome of the consideration of its 
pre~e~t submissions, this principle should be abandoned and in the future protection 
for :r.3wly~•established settlemen-~ s should be prov:!.J.ed by increasing the to ~aJ. • • 
e5t:ablisi:m1ent and not by weake:1ing the defence o: settlsments alread;:ri.L1g exicating. 

10,. On the question of Special Constables (loe• the unpaid reservists of the 
J. ·1nPc.) a m::sap:p,:ehension see:ns to have occurred ') It is true that at a certain 
staee the esta'!:>:.i.ishment of 7ij50 was laid down in theory, but it we.s never enforced 
in ;-r ,'1ct~.c8 c...rd., as far as the Jeu::1.sh Agency is aware, in July 1939 the es·..;c.c·1..::. ol1-• 
men·j o~" .l"\3~'? vas authorised" In J".me 1941 t!1at es·i;ablis:JJnent was inc--:-ea~ed by 
1500 a1"!llar~-{ed for Galilee,, Meanwhile, as alrear:1,y mentionud, '?5 oe~;tle;rien·Js :1ave 
been added to the list,, Since no payment of ~alaries is . involved in the case of 
s:r- ,Jcial constables, it is hoped that in any case their existing establishment may 
be 1 eft intact. 

11~ On the question of procedure, I would recall that in the past any important 
change in the establishment of the J oScP., or ar_y scheme of re-•distribution of the 
given establishment, which had been decided upon always formed the subject of close 
preliminai-J consultation with the Jewish Agency before it was carried into eff6ct,, 
The detailed proposals of the Jewish Agency as to how to effect the redistribution 
were ah• ays fully take!".. into accounto It is, I would submit, in the interests of 
all concerned that, whatever the decision, its mode of implementation should. be 
such as to commend its~lf in the greatest possible measure to the sections of the 
Yishuv d:i.rectly concerned by approximating as closely as possible to the detailed 
proposals of the ·Jewish representative body. 

12. In conclusion, the Jewish Agency cannot refrain from an ex-pression of regret 
that a scheme e fecting so serious a change in the organisation of the defence of 
Jewish settlements, a field in which the Jewish Agency has throughou~ cooperated 
cl0sely and, it is believed, effectively with Government, was elaburat~d and sub­
mi~ted for the Secretary of State's approval without the Jewish Ar-ency having been 
informed of its nature and accorded a prior hearing on it. It is sincerely hoped 
that the approval already granted oy the Secretary of State will not preclude the 
consideration of the pr9sent submissions by His Excellency the High Commissioner 
on the merits of each a!\:-,rnnen·lin The Jewish Agemzy fce::i..s deepiy g.ratifi~d bJr the 
p.~ise so generously bestowed by the Secretary of State and His Excellency the High 
Commissioner on the services rendered by the J.S.P. in the past. It hopes very much 
that this Force will continue to be a credit to the Yishuv and to Palestine in the 
future and that its organisation will continue to fonn a subject of harmonious 
cooperation of the Jewish Agency with the Palestine Administration. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir 

Your obedient servant, 

M. Shertok 
EXECUTIVE OF THE JEWISH AGEMCY 
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co '"FIDENTIAL ire. 54 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

June 22, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zioni s t 
Emergency Council was held Friday afternoon, June 22, at 2:30 o 1clock , at 342 
Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Hayim Greenberg (presiding), Mrs. Judith Epstein, Dani el Frisch, Dr. I sr ael 
Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Louis Lipksy, Mrs. Etta Rosensohn , Herman Sh1l man, 
Louis Segal, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

David Ben-Gurion, Nahum Goldmann; Dr. Philip S. Bernstein, Samuel Cherr, 
Prof. i!il ton Handler, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Capt ain Abraham Tulin, Judge 13. Rosenblatt. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jaco·o M. Alkow, Dr. I. J3 . Berkson, Gerold Frank, 
Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Eliahu Epstein, Isaiah L. Kenen, Israel Mereminski, Reuven Zaslani. 

POLITICAL PROGRAM 

Mr. Ben-Gurion introduced the discussion on the political progr am which 
should be carried on during the coming few weeks. 

1) While we must continue our educati onal work vis-a-vis the J ewi sh people 
and vis-a-vis the American public, our main task now is a short term policy, that 
is, action for the next few weeks and months whi ch may be decisive i n the history 
of Zionism. 1-.'hen he said the next two weeks, he referred to the coming meeting 
in Berlin of the Big Three. It is highly probable that Palest in ~ wil l be dis­
cussed at that meeting. It is difficult to imagi ne that the crisis in Syria and 
Lebanon will not come up, and if that subject comes up it is bound to bring in 
Palestine. And even if Syria and Lebanon are not discussed, there is a probability 
that Palestine will be discussed. There may be a deci sive decision t aJ:cn. I f the 
.Americans present will be indifferent, or less thatn that, then it may really be 
decisive. . 

Mr. Ben-Gurion did not mean to imply that only the next few weeks are 
important, since Berlin may not b · the last word, but the question wi ll have to 
be decided in the next few months. We are nearin~ the moment of decision, and 
if a. definite decision is not arrived at, it may amount to a decisi on i n effect -
for a decision is not needed for the i'lhi te Paper to remain in effe ct . 

2) While we must continue our general educational work - educating public 
opinion, the press, Congressmen, etc., in view of the present situat ion our policy 
must be aimed at the executive branch of the Government, - those peopl e who are 
det ennining American foreign policy, namely, the President and his closest advisors. 
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3) What we must aim at is not only declarations of sympathy (although t-e 
must continue to get declarations of sympathy from all circles in this countr.r), 
but the main thing now is effective intervention of the .American Government for a 
~ractical solution of the Palestine problem. Resolution, letters, ebc. have no 
value at the present time. What is needed is effective intervention of tho 
.American Government in :Berlin, and later in London,to press for the immediato 
abolition of the White Paper and the immediate establishment of a Jewish State. 
They are different aspects of the same thing. A negative policy alone (abolition 
of tho White Paper) leads no,mere. 

To achieve this end, to get the American Government to intervene effectivel~ 
we must emphasize the gravity both of the Jewish position in Europe and the 
position in Palestine, and urge an immediate decision, because the matter cannot 
wait any longer. 

Dr. Goldmann referred to action already taken to press home the urgent need 
for an affi nnati ve decision. Talks had been had with the :Sri ti sh delegates at 
San Francisco in which it had been stressed that a dangerous si tuntion was develop­
ing which was becoming continuously more serious as a solution vas postponed. Talks 
had also taken place the previous d8y with the new head of the ~Uddle East division 
of the State Department. 

Dr. Goldmann agreed that we have to concentrat-e now on the major thing -
on the Jewish State. The issue is no longer that of immigration for on the 
fundamental decision, immigration will depend. It would be a catastrophe if 
they agreed to abolish the White Paper and to admit even 100,000 immigrants with­
out announcing a decision on the Jewish State, bec~use a deley in obtaining that 
decision, even for a year, would. mean indefinite delay. At this moment, therefore, 
we have to concentrate on the major decision. 

Dr. Goldmann agreed, too, that in America this was primarily a matter at 
this time for the Executive branch of the Government - the President and Gome of 
his advisors , as well as a few Senators close to the President, The sugees tion 
that we re-introduce the Resolution in Congress cannot be acted on now, because 
if the Senate takes up anything before the recess, they will take up the question 
of the ratification of the charter of the Security Organization. Dr. Goldmann 
added that when, on his return from San Francisco at the beginning of June , he 
made the suggestion that the Resolution be re-introduced, he did not think tlw.t 
the Senate would concern itself with ratification of the charter before the r ecess. 

Members of the Emergency Council would have to spend more time in Washington 
during the next few weeks. 

In the discussion which followed, Captain Tulin, Mr. Shulman and Mr. 
Greenberg referred to specific action to be ta.ken in the coming fet, days . Mrs. 
Epstein, Dr. Goldstein, Mr. Segal and Mrs. Rosensohn dealt with the need for 
mobilizing public opinion in sup:)ort of other action, and ·~re. Halprin ureed that 
serious consideration be given to a national petition. The temper of the American 
Jewish public might be gauged from the fact that in a short time and without 
professional help Long Island alone had obtained 15,000 signatures. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion stated that while he agreed with various observations which 
had been made, he believed that he had not been fully understood. 

What is our political objective? What we want now is not a State for the 
sake of having a State, and not the abolition of the White Paper, but to bring 
into Palestine in the shortest possible tine, in a year or perhaps two years, at 
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least the first million Jews. In order to achieve that we need five things: 

1) A Jewish State. A British or a Russian or an Arab State will not bring 
a million Jews into Palestine. 

2) That Jews should control immigration and the development of Palestine. 
It is no good to satisfy oneself with a fomula. abou·b Je,.dsh immigration,, If you 
want the Jews back in Palestine, you will not get th0m there in that wey. Unless 
there is a Jewish go~rernment, the Jews will not be allowed in. But even assuming 
that the doors are opens it will not be enougl1~ In Palestine you cannot settle 
·__.-:l9ss you colonize the country and for that you must have control over water 
resources, land, etc. 

3) Even with State powers, you must have m_eans. For the implementation of 
a major irrigation plan, you must have LP 65,000,000. We need international 
financial help. We ourselves cannot provide the monies required. 

4) We, more than any other people, are entitled to indemnity from Germany. 
In the last war, everybody recognized the priority of the '.Belgians to indemnity. 
If anybody deserves indemnity after this war, it is the Jewish people. 

5) We mu.st have international facilities for exit and transit for Jews to 
go to P.alestine. 

The only thing that will assure our fut~re is the bringing of 1,000,000 
Jews into Palestine. That is now the objective of Zionism. To achieve that we 
need the State and all the other things outlined above. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion agreed we must continue with the general educational work. 
But today the executive branch is vital. There is danger in allowing ourselves 
to be too easily intoxicated by the very effective public action taken from time 
to time - meetings, petitions, resolutions in Congress, etc~ That will have to 
continue even after we have the State. But the 'plane is leaving and we mey miss 
the 1plane~ For some things Yalta was decisive. Berlin mey be even more decisive 
in our matters. Things are being decided now. Our approach must be to the people 
who will be making these decisions. 

Mr. Ben-Gurion discussed the situation in England and the attitude of 
Mr. Churchill. There was need for effective intervention on the part of America 
which should tell England that the question of the Jewish people must be dealt 
with as a l)art of the general settlement and that in all the arrangements now 
being made, only the Jewish people are not provided for. 

Referring to a question put by Urs. Rosensohn regarding the fundamental 
indifference to the Jewis~ case of those in authority, Mr. Ben-Gurion said he 
realized that the moral claim was not enough. But that case must be made a.nd they 
must be made to consider also the realities, including the possibility of trouble 
in Palestine. An anti ... •Zionist solution meana a negative solut • on. which means no 
development of Palestine at all But there cannot be a final negative solution. 
People will come in without immigration visas, etc~ and your negative solution will 
be no solution. Tel Aviv cannot be unbuilto If it be said that the Negev should 
remain a desert, it will not remain so. We will develop it, though it may- be made 
very difficult for use We seek a positive solution which shall be a final solution. 
The "tachlis1 rtow is not a paper solution, not even a State, but the entry of a 
million Jews. We too want to put an end to unrest in Palestine. When the first 
million Jews are brought in, it will be a final solution. 



- 4 -

Effective intervention means - if the Americana will understand the problem, 
that they should tell England: We have a great Jewish population here. we cannot 
allow more Jews to come to America, but we can~ot be indifferent to the fate of the 
Jews. Palestine is primarily a British concern, but we cannot be indifferent, 
because there will be trouble in Palestine, and there will be trouble in Europe. 
Churchill himself ha.a said the White Paper is a breach of fa.i th. President Truman 
should tell Mr. Churchill that he will be tested by his own words. 

There will be effective intervention on the part of the American Government 
only if the decisive people here, ·those who are going to Berlin, press the British 
to allow us to bring in a million Jews. 

Dr. Akzin said that the division made in certain quarters between public 
propaganda and quiet work, called by some "stadlanuth", was not the significant 
one. The line should be between effective methods and ineffective methods. We 
must seek to devise a program for the next few months which will be effective. 
E.g. the Resolution in Congress has become a sort of shibboleth, a symbol. If you 
are for dynamic Zionism you are for a resolution, it is said, and vice versa. For 
certain reasons he considered a Resolution in Congress at present would be an 
ineffective method. 

Dr. Akzin then turned to the question of effective methods, and dealt in 
particular 1;rith the interest of the two political parties in the "Jewish vote." 

Of other public efforts, Dr. Akzin would discourage mass meetings at present. 
There have been too many already. Everything has been said. The press has stopped 
even reporting such meetings. Things done for the first tina get more attention 
than when they are repeated. 

Mrs. Halprin's proposal for a petition, on the other hand, was worth trying. 
Because of the interest of novelty, it would get better coverage from the press 
and our Jewish followers would be interested in it. But he suggested one condition 
- it should only be done if we can organize our staff so that a certain number of 
people would work on it and the rest of us would deal with the political work. 
If everything else has to be sacrificed to it, it ie not worth it. 

As regards apProaches to the President, it was of importance that Mr. Truman 
was far more accessible to Senators and Congressmen than had been Mr. Roosevelt. 

Informal pressure thro~ Congressmen could be more important than formal 
pressure. 

Turning to the press, Dr. Akzin said that the real public opinion of this 
country is made by the editorial pages of the great newspapers. Everybody P81'B 
attention to them. To regard our press relations as a job primarily of issuing 
press releasa3 was obviously inadequate. We must try to place in the daily news­
papers, the weeklies and monthlies, articles on the general situation, showing why 
it is in the interest of world peace that Palestine should be given to the Jews. 
Our preso department should occupy itself with the writing of articles which should 
get into important journals, such as Harpers, etc. The columnista should be 
cul ti vat ed. 

Finally there wa.s the subdued but felt public opinion ot the intellgentzia. 
For this the A.C.P.C. was the most effective instrument. 

Dr • .Akzin went on to secy- that while there are now in Washington permanent 
representatives of the Council for Judaism, the Arab Legations, etc., the Zionists 
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are leaving the Washington front open. It was not sufficient that there be 
occasional visits by Zionist leaders. Structurally we must re-ad.apt ourselves. 

Judge Rothenberg asked what methods we are to employ to get the results 
Mr. Ben-Gurion taJ.ked about. Up to now we used whatever channels we could to 
influence the government officials all the way up to the President. Judge 
Rothenberg i.·ras not ctiticizing those methods. We were in duty bound to exhaust 
that method. J3ut, in Judge Rothenberg 1s opinion, the diplomatic method had failed. 
By that he did not mean tha,t we should not see Mr. Truman before he goes to Berlin. 
:But he did not believe it would work. If it had not worked with Mr. Roosevelt 
it would not work with Mr. Truman. 

Our position is a great deal more difficult today- than it was a year ago. 
l•lhile the war was on the tragedy of the Jewish people was before the eyes of the 
world and everybo~ felt keenly that something should be done, even though 1 t was 
not done. With the yar at an end, people throughout the world do not think the 
Jewish question is so acute. They are not aware of the seriousness of the problem. 
Judge Bothenberg did not think President Truman realizes the situation. 

The moral argumetlt is insufficient. We must get American Jews no longer to 
beg, but to demand. Petitions, etc. were ineffective. We need a new line. 11he 
details can be worked out. The time has come when the Jews must be stirred up 
to the extent that they should demand that our Government translate the platfonns, 
etc. into concrete action. The time had also come for a strong attack on the 
British Government, in regard to the repudiation of their pledges. Ur. Churchill 
now tells us we have to wait until the end of the war, perhaps another two years. 
Half the Jews in Europe will have died by that time. 

Judge Rothenberg did not mean to say that what we did up to now was the 
wrong course. It was tho right course. :But now the Jews of America should make 
clear that they expect the pledges given in the party platforms and elsewhere 
to be fulfilled, and that those who repudiate their promises will be in turn 
repudiated. 

If we agree on the general policy, we will find ways and means of doing it. 
A sub-committee should be working on it. 

Mr. Shulman said that things may come to the stage uhen the issue will come 
to a head-on conflict. Mr. Ben-Gurion advocated certain steps before such a point 
was reached. It is important that whatever program we select, whatever methods we 
decide on, they must be completely synchronized with the methods of the World 
Zionist movement; before we detennine on an all out attack on Great Britain, that 
we know in advance what the Jewish Agency wants us to do. It does not follow that 
what they do in England must be the same as what we do here, but what is done in 
both countries must form part of one pattern. 

ihe immediate task is to prepare for the conference in Berlin. We should, 
however, not get ourselves into the frame of mind that l3erlin will definitely 
decide our problem, though it may do so and we must seek to press for a decision. 

It is important first that the President be fully informed. Mr. Shulman 
indicated various steps that were being taken in this connection. 

In addition to the President it was hoped to see Mr. Byrnes who had that d.ey 
received a great deal of data on our problem. 

Mr. Shulman agreed that we must get a group of Senators who will make it 
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their special interest to contact the President and State Department on our problem. 

Mr. 13en-Gurion had referred to the question of reparati ons. This was now 
under consideration by the Commi ssion in Moscow and a memorandum had been submitted 
to the American member on our be~alf. He indicated, however. that under his 
tenns of reference he could only co:isider claims of sovereign st ates. He would 
need additional directives to consider those of the Jewish people. Steps should be 
taken in that direction. 

Mro ' Shulman made a specific suggestion in respect to securing the interest of 
influential persons in the J ,., V /\ lclea , and pointed out that such development pro­
jects, which aim to benefit su cJ.a.J.ly and economically an entire regi on, are more 
in line with .American policy in the Middle East than giving blanket approval to 
the Arab League. 

Action had also to be taken in support of the idea of an internati onal loan 
for develcp:a:0?1.t purposes. 

As far as the political situation is concerned, however regrottablo, it is 
a fact tha.t there is not in e;:is te;n ,~e at this time the moral cry fo ~ just ice that 
there was at the end of the l as t wax~ We should do what we can to soc that it is 
created. But we must supplement it by political actionr The f act that the present 
Administration is very politically mincled, is important. I:i th:i.s cormoction a real 
effort should be made to obtain a maximum of Jewish uniwwit 10:it w.:iit t line down 
any of our demands. But this must be done without malting it the all out activity 
for the dB¥• 

Mr. Shulman hoped that we would not get lost in any plans, 1hether they • · 
relate to program, reorganization, or personnel, and fail to make use of the 
political weapon. 

Mrs. Epstein stated that with regard. to the comlng months we are hardly 
going to use our energeis now to negotiate with groups who are againust us. We 
always had groups ready to go with us on immigration. But we can't expect unity 
on the kind of program that Mr. 13en-Gurion had outlined here today. 

She agreed with Mr. 13en-Gurion about the danger of becoming intoxicated with 
our own activities. Too much time also has been spent by us in order to answer 
the criticims of those attacking us, saying we are not sufficiently mili t ant, etc. 
She did not agree with Judge Rothenberg that diploma.tic pressure w.:1s without value 
at this time. 

With regard to a proposal for an all-out 'anti-:Sri tish campaign, that was a 
vory serious step to take. We would find ourselves with strange bedfellows, and 
be accused of seeking to drive a wedge between the United States and Great Britain. 

The arguments Mr. :Ben-Ourion said we should use we have used ad nauseam. 
In Washington they answer these arguments by sa?ing that America has a great 
interest in the Near East, --- oil -- etc. 

A special committee should think through this so-called 1:1ili ta..,t action. 
Once you take such action you cannot go back. We have to know what we are going 
to face. 

Dr. Goldstein asked whether it was to be assumed that as far as the forth­
coming conference in Berlin was concerned, we had done what we could. He referred 
to conversations he had had with p-ersons who were acquainted with the President. 
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Mr. Weisgal proposed that our best ~eople should go down to Washington, and 
stey there for the next forthnight. He also suggested that telegrams be sent by 
indirlduals throughout the country to the President before his departure. He was 
critical of the proposal in regard to an anti-J3ri ti sh campaign. 

In the course of further disoussion, Mr. Lipsky said that in talking about 
telegrams and advertisements we should bear in mind that there is not a Senator 
in Washington who does not know our case . If it is thought that we will make an 
impression on President Truman with telegrams and ads, we are wrong. These are 
important things, but they are not the essence. The essence of the action is the 
personal work that has to be done with the President and his advisors . 

Mr. Weisgal pointed out, with regard to advertisements, th~t advertisements 
had been :prepared recently, but by the time the machinerJ of producing the ads, 
getting the necessary space in the newspapers, etc. was completed the ads \·.rere no 
longer applicable. 

A motion was ad.opted unanimously that a group of :people be asked to go to 
Washington and remain there under the direction of the officers in the service of 
our cause for the coming forthnlght. 

With regard to telegrams, after discllssion a moti on 1;1c"1.s made and J:B,ssed by 
a majority vote that it be left to the discretion of the officers, in consultation 
with the staff , whether it is advisable to have telegrams sent to the President. 

Professor Handler said that the discussion during the first pa.rt of the 
meeting had been interesting and valuable. He feared, howe"Ter, that good ideas 
might be put forward and then forgotten. With regard to methodology, we should. 
distinguish between demands made to officials of our Government leading to irnmediute 
action, and those asking for ultimate action on their part. 

We want the ultimate program, - we won 1t settle for less. :But thut does not 
mean that we should not ask for action on the things that require action at once, nnd 
at the same time get a promise that a decision ~dll be taken on tho main issue. 

During the war, the War Department had a diTision called War Planning 
Division. It helps in administration if you have a plan written out in advance 
and responsibility assigned. In our body this has particulc:..r sig:iificance, :Te 
had the unfortunate incident recently of one constituent body saying they did not 
approve of the action taken by the body, although they never dissentec. at meetings. 

It is important for the Administrative Committee, or onother committee, to 
draw up a scheme which will deal respectively with plans and methods and give some 
indication of the timing of the plans and the timing of the methods. We should 
vote on each plan and each method. That should constitute our prograr,1 for the 
next three months . It should result in the assignr.ient of certain responsibility 
to the staff and to those not on the staff. 

Professor Handler said he would deplore it if these v luable discussions 
would end with the ideas thrown into the hamper and everything left to tho offj.cers 
to act on. He suggested some such plc~n, so that when we conclude our meetings we 
know exactly what our progrrun is. 

Captain Tulin wished to associate himself with what Professor Handler said. 
Everything is thrown on tho officers and the officers arc overworked. It seems 
that the duties of ru.l the other members 1s to come to meetings and then go awa;y. 
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The entire Executive Committee should be harnessed to the job a.n.d. the work dis­
tributed in an orderly fashion. 

A motion was made, and passed unanimously that Prof~ Handler's sugges­
tions be adopted. It was further agreed that a sub-committee be appointed, of 
which Professor Handler should be chairmen, to bring in recommendations with 
regard to di vi ding up the worko 

The meeting adjourned at 6:10 P.M. 

A. L. 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 2 5 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MUJUTES OF iEETING HELD JULY 12, 1945 

A meeting of the American Zionist Eloorgency Council was held Thursdey, July 
12th, at 8:15, at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Rabbi Philip B. :Bernstein, -Iaurice Boukstei , 
Samuel Cherr, Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judith Epstein, Daniel Frisch, Leon Gellmr.n, 
Paul L. Goldman, Mrs. :B. J. Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Prof. Milton Handler, 
Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lip ky, 
Emanuel .. eurnann, Mrs. Tamar Pool, Mrs. Etta Rosensohn, Miss Dvora Rothbarcl, Samuel 
Rothstein, Louis iegal, Herman Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, Dr. Abba Hill el Si lver, 
Robert Szold, Capt~in Abraham Tulin, David Wertheim. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Eliezer Kaplan. 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Gerold Frank, Hyman Getzoff, Arnold K. 
Isreeli, Hruis Lamm, Meyer W. Weisgal; Eliahu Epstein, Reuven Zaslnni. 

Harry Batshaw, Dr. Joseph Cohn, Gottlieb Hrunmer, Dr. Ludwig Lewisohn, Mis s 
Murie Syrkin, Dr. Michael Trabu, Zorach Warhaf'tig, Mrs. Rachel Ye.rden, Baruch 
Zuckennan. 

The Chairman extended, on behalf of the Emergency Council, congratulations 
to Mr. Arthur Lourie, Secreta ry of the Council, on his recent marraigc. It was 
decided to send a letter of congra.tulati ons to Ur. Lourie e.ntl his wife and to 
appoint a committee to secure and present a suitable gift to them on behalf of the 
Council. 

LETTER FROM ?,m. GREENBERG 

The Chairman rend the letter he had rocei vcd fror.i Mr. Grecnbor (; ox-ol aining 
why he was not present a t this meoti 11g. (See 11.inutos of Executive Committee of 
July 12) • 

POLITICAL BEFORT 

Mr. Shulmn.n presented the following report on the politicnl activiti e s of the 
Council since the return of the Council's delegation from San Frnncisco. 

I 

On returning from San Frnncisco, measures were taken i n con:iccti on ul t h he 
Conference of the Bi 0 Three to be held in Berlin. 

Mr. Shulman had a tcl.k with one of the President ts close advisors in 11hich h e 
stress ed the necessity for action now; end urged that an appointment with tho 
President be arranged for a Zionist delegntion, and that an opportunity be p rovided 
to pr~.sent in iri ting the case calling for immed.inte consider,~ti on of our quo~tion 
at tho forthcoming meeting • 

.A report given to Hr. Shulman thereafter indicc.ted that the President had 
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said he would. be very happy to have :prepared for him a oomprehensi '7e brief dealing 
with the Palestine question in all its aspects, to which he would give his very 
careful attention, and he wo'\+ld bring the matter up at the earliest opportune time. 
lle also recalled the visit of Dr. Wise, Dr. Greehberg and Mr. Shulman and the state­
ment that he mad.e to them that he woti.id follow P:resid.ent Roosevelt I s policy .. on 
Palestine; and he indicated that he wished to have a11other talk with them as soon a.s 
possibiel - He could not do so,however,b~fore his vi~it to San Francisco. He would 
try to work it in th,oreafter~ 'but there was the possibility that he might not be 
able to see them until after he returned from abroad. In any event, he would study 
the memorandum vorJ carefully in order to familiarize himself with the picture~ 

Mr~ Shulman had also had a conversation lasting an hour and a half with 
Mr. Nacy, with whom Mr. Hannegan had suggested he discuss th-e Palestine question. 
During this conference Mr. Shulmnn told Mr. Nacy of the various promises and 
pledges which had been made, indicating to him the important factors which called 
for immedi ate fulfillment of those pledges and pointing out to him the disappoint­
n ent and bitterness which prevails in American Jewr,r. Mr. Shulman indicated to 
hin that that d.isappointnent and bitternes,s could not be met with more promises, 
but must be dealt with by concrete steps taken to fulfill the promises already made. 
He ,'.1so discussed with Hr. Macy various poli ticnl aspects of the problem. At the 
conclusion of this conference, Mr. !1acy asked Mr. Shulman to send him a letter 
setting forth much of whnt he had told him and he pro~ised to discuss the matter 
v:ith i,Ir. Hc:nnegan, after which they would all three have a further talk on the 
subject. Mr. Shulman prepared such a letter. (Copy on file) • 

.A.bout a week or so later, Dr. Wise and Mr. Shulman had a long conference with 
Hr. Hannegnn, ChairnDn of the Democratic National Committee. This conference also 
l nsted ttbout an hour and a half, nnd both he and Dr. Wise were impressed by Mr. 
H:.1.nnegan's synpo.thetic and intolligent interest. Mr. Hannegan told them that in 
Chico.go he personally spoko to the President about the inclusion of the PaJ.eetine 
plank in the Der.1ocratic party plo.tforn and urged its inclusion. Dr. Wise and 
Mr. Shu1nan stressed. in this intorview, the reliance which Ar.lcrico.n Jews placed 
on the pledge written into the Donocratic Par.r platforo and the historical stato­
rnent of President Roosevelt supporting that plnnk end pledging to make every effort 
to bring about the earliest realization of Zionist aims. Mr. Hannegnn said he 
realized how important it was, in view of the Europee..n situation which was described 
to him, to take some concrete steps to bring about a decision. 

Mr. Hannegan hnd asked them to prepare a brief on the question and to forward 
it to him, and he snid that he would deliver it personally to the President and 
to others who would accompany the President to Berlin. He also said that he would 
make every effort to arrange for a meeting with the President before he left for 
Berlin. He indicat eds howeve:r ~ that the President would probably leave sooner than 
originally contemplated, alt~ough that, too, was subject to change. In any event 
he would convey to him personally everything which had been said to him on the 
matter. 

A 12 page brief was prepared by Mr. Lourie in consultation with Mr. Greenberg, 
Mr. :Ben-Gurion and Mr. Shulman, which was delivered by Mr. Hannegan together with a 
covering letter signed by Dr. Wise. Word was received both over the telephone and 
in writing, from Mr. Hannegan to the effect that he personally delivered the memo­
randum to the President, and that he also personally delivered a copy to Secretary 
of State ByJ"D.es. Mr. He.nnegan also stated that he had spoken to the President 
rtbout a meeting but he was very sorry that he could not, under the circumstances, 
~rrange on appointment before his departure. 
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Mr. Shulman reported further on contacts with Mr. :Byrnes to whom a. number of 
documents, including the Jewish Agency memorandum to the San Francisco Conference 
and other memoranda had been given, which he took with him to his sun1~er hone in 
South bCrc,olina. He said he wculd go over then very carefully there. Secret ary 
]yrnes1fsubsequently stated he had read the material sent to him, that ho was 
sympathetic to the Zionist aspirations while he was in the United States Senate, 
and that ho was still sympathetic to our position, and that he would seek to havo 
the natter raised at the forthcoming meeting. 

Ur. :Ben-Gurion had a long talk on the Palestine problem with Mr. 3en Cohen, 
newly appointed Special Assistant to Mr. Byrnes. 

Near East Division of State Dept. A number of changes had taken place in the 
Near East Division of the State De-pt. -Ir. :Ben-Gurion n.nd Dr. Golclman~, on behalf of 
the Jewish Agency, had a number of talks with Mr. Loy Henderson, the present head 
of this Division, and his associates. There is reason to believe that Iirr. Henderson 
takes a more sympathetic approach to our problem than his predecessor, ~-r. 1'.allace 
Murray, whose antagonism was notorious. Ur. Henderson and his associates arc preparing 
a report on the Palestine question for subiµission to their superiors ruio.. it is hoped 
that some of the information conveyed to them will be included in the report. 

Conference with Acting Secretary of State. Dr. Wise, Dr. Grccnhorg , Dr. 
Goldnann and Mr. Shulman had a talk with Acting Secretary of State Grew about a 
week ago. Mr. Loy Sanderson was present at the interview. The purpose of thi-s 
visit was first to deal with the alleged endorseMent given to the Arab Loaguo Pact 
by William Phillips, Special Assistant to the Secretary of State (rei ortod in 
Minutes of Executive Committee meeting of June 19th) and also to deal uith the 
matter of passports, visas and transportation to tho Conference in London. 

The genernl problem wr-ts also discussed with Mr. Grew and the various factors 
which should compel an early consideration of tho matter were pointed out to him. 
It was also made clear to him why the situation ie likoly to deteriorate if no 
action is taken at the forthcoming moeting of the Big Three. Mr. Henderson took 
the occasion to express appreciation of the State Department for the 1,·1ork done by 
the Jewish representatives at San Francis co in connection with the trusteeship plan 
and indicated that the suggestions oade and the attitude adopted there by our 
representatives were very helpful and greatly appreciated. 

Round Robin letter and Governors' petition. Prior to the San Francisco 
Conference, the Council embarked upon a progran to have a round robin letter signed 
by the majority of both Houses of Congress petitioning the President to take 
immediate action to rodeem the pledges made in connection with the Zionist program 
el'.d pledging to the President their support in any action to bo tE:kcn by hir.i. 
Further, a petition was circulated to be signed by Governors of the various states, 
also uddreesed to the President and calling upon him for action now. ::indful of 
the fact that the lato President Roosevelt had inclicatod the,t ho 1,·1ould welcome a 
wider denonetration of support fror.i non-Jews for Zionisn, it was felt that a 
petition signed by the majority of State Governors and r1so of menbers of both 
Houses of Congress would bo valuable. 

The Governors I petition was circulated by a group of Govornors thonsclves. 
After some initial difficulty, a group of sponsors was finally secured, consisting 
of Governor Maw of Utah, who was chaiman of the recent Governors I Conforence, and 
Governors Dewey of New York, Tobin of Massachusetts, Bnldwin of Connecticut ~nd 
McGrath of Bhodo Island. In their names a pcti tion was circulated to all the 
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Governors and the si~atures of 39•out of 48 Governors were secured. '?his petition 
was sent to . the President from Mackinac Island with a covering letter signed by 
Governor Maw and it received a tremendous amount of publicity throughout the 
country. There is reason to believe that it made a profound impression in 
Washington. Mr. Frank and Mr~ Getzoff did a magnificent job in arranging for the 
distribution of the petition runong the representatives of the press and for the 
necessary publicity out of Mackinac Island. A copy of the petition was also sent 
to Secretary :Byrnes. 

With respect to the round robin circulated among the members of Congress. 
after an intensive campaign lasting over a period of about two months we finally 
succeeded in securing the signatures of a majority of the members in both Houses. 
Further signatures are still being obtained. (262 Representatives and 55 Senators 
have signed the petition). It was felt advisable, however, to have the petition 
sent to the President before his departure for Berlin and arrangements were made 
for a press conference in Washington, to be attended by Senator Wagner, Senator Taft. 
the Majority and Minority leaders in the House and other important members of both 
Houses of Congress. Senator Wagner also attempted to arrange an appointment with 
tho President for a delegation of Representatives and Senators to present the 
petition and discuss the question with him. However, the President mot with Senator 
\hlgllor at lunch and requested that publicity should not be given to the petition at 
this time. Instead, he asked that it be presented to him in p~rson at the White 
House, and indicated that he would take it with him and give it proper considera­
tion. He again expressed sympathy with our program and indicated to Senator Wagner 
that he would do everything he could at the forthcoming conference, but he felt 
that because of other problems connected with the Near East at this time it would 
not serve our cause to have the publicity we had in mind given to the petition. 
Senator Wagner agreed to follow the President's suggestion and therefore delivered 
the petition in person to him at the White House and received an acknowledgment 
from the President. Because of the President's wishes we did not go through with 
our program for a press conference in connection with the petition. •. We felt• 
however, that the President's request did not apply to the Governors' petition and 
for that reason the plans made by us in connection with the Governors' petition were 
carried out. and carried out very successfully. 

Telegrams to President. Pursuant to action taken by the Executive Oom... 
mittee of the Emergency Council, various Jewish organizations in the American Jewish 
Conference and the Emergency Council had sent messagos to the President urging him 
to take appropriate action at the Berlin rooeting to secure a favorable decision in 
accordance with our programo 

Princeton Conference. During the period under consideration, a two day 
Seminar in Princeton of i mpo~tant Christian leaders in various parts of the country, 
wa.s arranged. This Seminar was designed for speakers, in order to give them as much 
information as possible and thus enable them to deal with the issues in their local 
communities more effectively. Comi~ as it did a few days prior to the President's 
departure for Borlin, it rosulted in the sending of a telegram to Secretary Byrnos 
signed by the leading figures present at this Conference demanding that the Palestire 
question be dealt :with at the forthcoming meeti ng and that -;:ihe pledges made to the 
J ewish people be fulfilled. Mr. Shu.ln:an said that Mr. Ioreeli would report on the 
Frinceton meeting. 

Memorandum of American ,Tewi ~h Tracle Uni2_n Commit t ee for Pale stine. There 
was also sent to the Pre siden·~ .q,nct , ' f}~re~<,;. .7· of Si;at·3 a m€11orarrdum by t he American 
J ewish Trade Union Committ ee fo r 'Pci.]esti~e , pen.klng f o.r ruillions of American worke~ 
- both AFL and CIO, \1ho ho.d ado1Jt·e c1 resolutions endor£ing the Committee 1s progr.am. 
Considerable publicity was also given to this memorandum. 

• (41 Governors have now signed the petition). 



• 
.. 

- 5 -

PRINCETON CONFERENCE 

Mr. Isreeli, who had been present at the Speakers' Seminar arranged by the 
American Christian Palestine Committee at Princeton July 2nd and 3rd, reported on 
the conference. About 50 people representing churches, universiti es and national 
women I s organizations, as well as a number of newspaper columnists and r adio co!'.".­
mentators, attended. It was one of the most remarkable conferences he had \·ti t ncssed , 
said Mr. I sreeli, and he had attended many. 

The addresses delivered were of a very high calibre, particularly those of 
Dr. Niebuhr and Prof. Friedrich,who spoke on the philosophy of Zionisn, and on 
.American and international aspects of Zionism, respectively. The vicus expressed 
by them from a Christian standpoint, were a real contribution • . 

Prof. Lindeman spoke on his experiences travelling throughout 
e~c~unterin_g_ . States 11 1ncren.s1ng anti-Semitism wherever he went. He looks upon the 

anti-Semitism and its solution as an American affair and not one ,..,,i th 
alone should deal. 

the United 
problm:1 of 
1-:hi ch the Jews 

Rabbi Philip Bernstein and Marvin Lo,, enthal were at the Conference and were 
very helpful. There was an excellent deb ate after the presentation of tho reports. 
At the close of the Conference Mr. Een-Gurion spoke, and he made a very deep 
i mpression on his Christian audience. 

There were two liberal Catholic leaders present at the Conference, Dr. 
Francis MacMahon and Father John Seeton. The latter was ver.J nuch inpress0d by 
all he heard at the conference. Among others attendi ng were sorne who were 
instrunental in orgonizing the Christiun conferences last year, including Dr. 
Cummings of St. Louis, who also holds that this is the business of tho non-Jews, 
not of the Jews thens elves. Present, too, were lending columni sts and connontators 
such as Edgar Ansel Mowrer, and Mr. McFo.rla.ne, a fine commentator wh o li ve<l i:: 
Dagania for six nonths. 

Mr. Israeli said he had been impressed in Princeton by the fact tho.t here 
was a very sincere group of Christian .Anoricans who placo the Zionist r1over.1ent 
on a ouch highe r level then we usually find on the p~rt of non-Jews . 

Mr. Isreeli, concluding hie report, said he h f'.d written un r' rticle four 
columns in length for the Yiddish press on the Princeton Ser.1inar, which aroused 
great interest. 

• 
Rabbi :aernstein, suppler.1enting Mr. Isrenl ' s r eport, said th,~t the only 

thought he would like to ndd was ba sed on the experience of the.t conference o.nd on 
his own e.x.i;,erience of twenty years wroking anong non-Jews . He found it er.sy to 
convince thoughtful Christinns on Zionis111. The more progressive they a re, the more 
inclined they are to become interested in our prograI:1 . The Christi n.n Cou)1ci l, 
which Rabbi Bernstein had sorae part in organizing, is testinony to that . He has 
found completely unrealistic and di shone st the idea advanced by the .11L'le ri c.....n Council 
for Judaism that Zionism contributes to anti-Senitis□ • He had gone around onong 
Christian groups for a long time and found that they realize that Zionis□ has n 
kinship with A~eric~nism and they consider it self-respecting. 

Rabbi Bernstein said he saw the process of education take place right at the 
Princeton conference . Sone of those present had never been in contact with Zionisn 
before. They began with general statements about loving Jews, etc. and grv .. a.uru.ly , 
through the influence of nen such as Prof. Niebuhr, they cr.ne to an understanding of 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 55 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COHMITTEE 

July 12, 1945 at 12 noon 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emerbency 
Council was held Thursday, July 12th, at 342 Madison Avenue, Mew York City. 

PRESEl~ 

Dr. Stephen s. ,nae (presiding), Pinchas Crueo, Mrs. Judi th Epstein, 
Daniel Frisch, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, 
Mrs. Etta Bosensohn, Judge Morri.s Rothenberg, Herman Shulman, David lTertheim. 

David 13en-Gurion, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Eliezer Kaplan. 

Samuel Cherr, Prof. Milton Handler, Urs. Tamar Pool, Judge Bernard A. 
Rosenblatt, Captain Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. :Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Israeli, 
?.feyer ll. Weisgal, Reuven Zaslani. 

GOVERNORS' PETITION 

Mr. Gerold Frank reported on the visit which Mr. Getzoff and he had made to 
Mackinac Island in order to release from there the story on the petition to the 
President signed by 37 Governors. (Two additional Governors signed after the 
petition was submitted). 

A vote of thanks was moved to Mr. Frank and !Ir. Getzoff for their excellent 
work in publicizing this activity. 

CABLE FBOII DR. GOLDSTEIN 

A cable received from Dr. Goldstein from London waa read. Dr. Goldetein 
indicated the.t there were more P~estinians coming to London than originelly 
planned and he suggested that the partie:J and the members of the Je\rl. d11 Agency 
in the United States join in demanding that a larger number of Americans attend 
the Conference, or, if that were not possible, that assurances be obtained that 
there would be no decisions taken w1 thout adequate representation of J .. merican 
Zionists. Dr. Goldstein cautioned, however, that there was a serious problem of 
securing accommodation in London, as well as a possibility of considerable deley 
in returning to this country from England. 

Ur. l3e~Gurion indicated that there would be no action taken in London 
unless ratified by the Actions Committee. 

TRUSTEESHIP SECTION OF IDIITED NATIONS CHARTER 

It was re,orted that after the adoption of the Charter, in order to empha­
size that the safeguarding clause included in the chapter on Trusteeship was 
intended to safeguard specifically the rights of the Jewish people, a request for 
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a statement to that effect was addressed by Dr. Goldmann to the Chai nnan of the 
Committee on Tn1steeshi s. In reply a letter not for publication, but cont ..:·ining 
certain assurances, had been received. 

MISIDvIAR BULLETIN RE SAl~ FRANCISCO 

Reference was made to the statement on San Francisco which had appeared in 
the Mishmar Bulletin and strong criticism was expressed of what was described as a 
falsification of the facts. 

It was agreed that the matter should be brought up at the meeting of the 
Council that evening. 

GEBIW SETTLEl-IENTS IN PALESTINE 

Reference was made to the cable in regard to German settlements i n Pales tine 
sent by Mr. Shertok to the Jewish Agency Office in London on June 9th. 

It was reported that there had arrived that dey from Jerusalem copy of a 
memorandum on the subject submitted by l1r. Shertok to the Ohlei Seoreta,i-y of the 
Palestine Administration. (Previously circulated to OoII1J11ittee ) . 

It was agreed that wide publicity should be given to this matter, and it was 
further suggested that re~resentation be made to the State Department. 

REORGANIZATION 

The Chairman read a letter which he had received from 1·!r. Greenberg. 
(Attached). 

A telephone message received from Dr. Silver was also report ed . Dr. Silver 
suggested that since he had been invited to attend this meeting of the Executive 
Committee only that morning and since he learned that the 11izrachi representatives 
would not be present, a meeting of represent e.ti ves of the parties together with 
Dr. Uise and himself be held after the conclusion of the Executive Cor.un i ttee meeting. 

After discussion it was agreed to adjourn the Executive Committee meeting i n 
order to hold a meeting of the Peace Committee with the representatives of the 
groups and Dr. Uise and Dr. Silver. 

The meeting adjournea. at 2 : 00 P. •• 
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July 12. 1945 

Dr. Stephen S. ,:ase 
Chainnan, American Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Madi son Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Wise: 

I had to leave town for a few days to take care of an important 
private affair, but I must confess that this is not the only or the 
main reason for my absence from today's meetings. 

After I submitted my resignation on June 19th, I agreed to remain 
in office for another two weeks. Uy resignation, therefore, omne into 
effect last Wednesdey. The other dey I announced to the Greater Central 
Cammi ttee of Poale Zion my wi thdra,·1al from the Council as a ,-,hole. As 
one ,..,ho does not belong any longer to the body of the Emergency Council, 
and being determined as I am not to accept any office in the future, 
regardless of the nature of the contemplated or plruined reorganization 
and also in the highly improbable case that no reorganization takes 
place, I have no right to offer advice on organizational matters. 

I wish you success in your deliberations and efforts to create 
conditions for harmonious Zionist ,.-,ork in this country. I assure you 
that I shall never fail to respond and cooperate whenever the Council, 
regardless of its set-up,will choose to give me concrete ad hoc assign­
ments. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rayim Greenberg 



CONFIDENTAIL NO. 56 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMH ITTEE 

July 15. 1945 at 12:15 A.M. 

At the conclusion of the meeting of the Emergency Council held on the evening 
of July 12th, Dr. Silver called a special me eting of the Executive Committee. in 
order to take up a number of matters on which action was required before t he 
American delegation left for London. 

!'RESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Oruso, Mrs. Judith Epstein , 
Dani el ~ri sch, Leon Gellman, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi Max Ki rshblum, Judge Louis E. 
Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Loui s Segal, 
Herman Shulman, Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wis e. 

APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTIVE STAFF 

Dr. Silver stated that the appointment of an Executive Director and other 
st aff members must be made at once. He suggested that the Committee approve the 
appointment of the following four men, who had been in the organization before: 
Harry L. Shapiro, as Executive Director, Harold P. Manson, Abe Tuvim and Harry 
Steinberg. With regard to the people who had been added to the staff during the 
last six months it was desired to retain them. A method of coordinating the work 
of all the staff would be worked out and submitted to the Executive Committ ee at 
its next meeting. 

In the discussion which followed, Mrs. Halprin explained the reasons why 
she would find it necessary to vote against the appointment of Mr. Shapiro. She 
further pointed out that tho post which he had held previously in the Council was 
not that of Executive Director, that he had never received such an appointment. 
Mr. Wertheim agreed that there had never been a vote in f avo.r of such an appoint­
ment but said that Mr. Shapiro had in fact acted as director. 

Dr. Silver stated that Mr. Shapiro and the other three men would be brought 
back to the posts they held previously in the Council. 

After further discussion, a motion was made and seconded that Hr. Shapiro, 
:fr. Manson, Mr. Tuvim and Mr. Steinberg be re-employed by the Council. This motion 
l· ·,r, adopted. It was understood that the members of the staff engaged during the 

;·1,st six months would be retained, and that the Chainnan of the Executive Committee 
would study the functions of all the members of the staff, 

DELEGATION TO LONDON 

Dr. Silver said he had been requested to attend the London Confer ence as a 
r r.prcsentativc of the z.o.A. He felt, however, that he should go as a delegate 
of the E□ergency Council, in which case there would be room for another designee 
of the z.o.A. 
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It was pointoa_ ont 'that the arrangement made was that the officers of the 
Council would go to Lone on toc:38 ther with three repres ontatives of the Z,O .A., 
three of Hadassah, t ,·o C,f Pc 1./i.8 %~ ion arid two of MizrD,c;hL, Since Dr . Silver is now 
chairman of the Executive Ocrr1uittG8 1 ho should go us a dosigneo of the Council , 
The fourth desi.gnee ot~ the :t. , OeA:1 slate, i-ir , Frisch, would. t;;.ke tho place of 
Dr . Silver as reprosontativo of tho Z. O.A. 

H1TERIM COMl:ITS:JTIE 

Tho que s ti on was rrtisecl of provision being made for authority in the absence 
of the officers. It was ngrood that a small Int erim Cammi tteq should be designated 
before the delegation leaves for London. 

The meeting ad.journed at 12:45 A. M. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 20, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of th11 Amorican Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Fridey, July 20th, at 2:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York 
Oity. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judith Epstein, 
Daniel Frisch, Leon Gellman, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Babbi Max Kirshblum, Emanuel 
Neumann, Hennan Shulman, Mrs. Hennan Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. ~Tise . 

David ::Sen-Gurion; Samuel Cherr, Captain Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. ~enjamin Akzin, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Leo Sack, Harry L. Shapiro. 

Isaiah L. Xenen, Reuven Zpslani. 

Apology received from Louis Segal. 

HADASSAH 1S PLACE ON :SOABD OF OFFICERS 

A letter was read from Hadassah in which they indicated that they h~d decided 
to accept the place of one of the vice-chairmen of the Executive Committee r~ther 
than retain the treasurership of the Council, and Mrs . Halprin was named to serve 
in that post. Mrs. Halprin will, therefore, be added to the list of vie chairmen. 

It was made clear that action on the appointment of a Treasurer would be 
deferred until the return of the delegation from London. 
INTERIM COMMITTEE 

Judge Rothenberg w~s named chainnan of the Interim Committee, to ser~e in 
the absence of the delegation to London, a representative of Hudassc.h, Paole Zion 
and Mizrachi to be appointed by the parties to serve with him on this Co.r.unittee. 

The Mizrachi representatives indicated that Rabbi Kowaloky would serve as 
their appointee on the Interim Committee. Hadassah and Poale Zion indicated that 
they would notify the office of their designeee. 

DELEGATION TO LONOON 

In view of the fact that Mr. Shulman was not certain whether he would be 
able to go to London, and if so whether he could arrive in time, Dr. Silver· 
proposed that the position of Mr. Shulman be left open in caso he could go, but 
that a substitute beselected for him in the event that he could not. He strongly 
urged that Mr. Neumann join in the delegation to London, with the right to vote in 
Mr. Shulman's place pending the latter 1s arrival. After discussion a motion was 
adopted to this effect. 
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MEETING WITH STAFF 

Dr. Silver reported that h~ had had a two hour meeting with the staff that 
morning. It was a very gratifying meeting in many ways. The staff was able to 
offer some very valuable suggestions for tho intensification of our wor{ and for 
the correction of some of the things done hitherto. From the reports rendered at 
this meeting, he gained the impression that some very good things had been done. 
and in other directions the staff felt the work should be done along other lines. 
Some departments need reorganizing; some need expansion, some contraction. All 
the suggestions made by the staff will be incorporated in a comprehensive report 
when the delegation returns from London. 

Dr. Silver said he had asked Dr. Ak:zin to look after our work in Washington 
during the absence of the delegation to London, and until we define our ,~ork in 
Washington, which will depend,too, on the negotiations to be conducted in London 
with the Jewish Agency with regard to our work in Washington. 

Dr. Wise suggested that it would bo well to have a summary of the plans 
to bring to London so that they might be discussed there with the Jewish Agency 
Executive. In London there will be a collating of plans for London, Washington and 
Jerusalem. 

It was agreed that this should be done and Mr. Shapiro was instructed to 
prepare a summary of the plans before the delegation leaves. 

JEWISH AGENCY AND COUNCIL 

Mr. Frisch suggested that the Agency should not proceed to expand the 
Washington office until conferences have been held in London between the American 
delegation and the Agency. 

Mr. :Sen-Gu.rion said he saw no reason for Mr. Frisch 1s suggesti on. The 
delegation is leaving for London in a day or two, If there was a need in those 
two deys to do anything about the work in Washington, it would be done; but he 
did not think that need would arise. 

Dr. Silver said we want to approach this as a joint problem r~thor than in 
a competitive spirit. 

FOBEIGN POLICY ASSOCIATION REPORT ON PALESTINE 

Reference wns made to the Report by Mr. Grant s. McLellan l)Ublished by the 
Foreign Policy Association, on "Palestine and .America's Role in the Middle East. 11 

It was reported that when it was learned that Mr. McLellan was preparing this 
report, Mrs. Pool and Captain Tulin arranged a meeting with him and had a long talk 
with him. Subsequently Dr. Berkson also met with Ur . McLellan and gave him a 
memorandum and an outline of the Zionist position in Palestine. When the Report 
was finally ready, Mr. McLella.n submitted it to Dr. ]orkson for comment. 

Dr. Berkson indicatod that Mr. McLellan had roucted favorably to many of 
his suggestions and that the Report as published was much improved as compared with 
the original, and contains a far better tmd moro balanced statement of tho Zionist 
position than in the original draft. It had eliminated many negative statements; 
the American Council for Judaism had been reduced to one sentence. On tho Arab 
side, Mr. McLellan did not need much informing. There is a good statement at the 
back of tho Report on organizations in America interested in Palestine. On the 
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question of American policy in the Middle East, however, Dr. Berkson had not been 
able to dissuade Mr. McLellan from following the line he did, despite a very long 
discussion. Mr. McLellan had adopted what was regarded by a certain section in the 
State Department as a "realistic" line with regard to foreign policy. Ho stresses 
oil , Russia's interest tn the Middle East, etc. Whatever positive sut;60° tiona he 
makes in hls report are very vague. 

A discussion followed on a reply to be made to Mr. McLcllan 1s Report . It 
was pointed out that the Report gives us an excella.nt st arting point t o zhow the 
fallacy of the point of view indicated by the F. P. A. with regard to America's role 
in t ho Hiddle East, and that our reply should point out that Ar. McLollan ' s analysis 
is not complete, and that he has not take into consideration thos e i nter es ts of the 
Unit es States which run parallel with Zionists • int eres t s. 

Since Mr. Lourie had been invited by Mr. McLellan to comm ent on the Report 
it was agreed that advantage should be taken of thi s invitati on and th~t the Com­
mittee on Contacts with Po~twar Planning Groups, together with Er. Louri e and 
Dr . Berkson and Dr. Akzin prepare a comment on the Report . 

In addition , it was felt that since there was l:tttle hope that any comnent 
made by the Council on the Report would be published by the New York T-~mes , or 
elsewhere, it would be desirable to have a group of people such as Prof . Friedrich, 
Prof. Hanna, etc.,issue a statement on American policy in the iddl e East , in reply 
to F. P. A., which might be published. 

It was further suggested that rather than have a statement is sueu by a 
group of people, it would be preferable to have an outstanding individual, identi~ 
fied with international law, such as SU.r.1ner Welles, for exampl e , wirto an article 
on the subject for publicetion in a magazine with a wide circu1 e.ti on. 

It was agreed tha t both these suggestion bo r eferrod t o the Cor.1J1 i ttoe 
headed by Mrs . Pool and Captain Tul to be further explored. 

SIGNATORIES FOR CHECKS 

In view of the fact that some of those now signing checks on behal f of the 
Council are going to London, it was decided to designa te the fol l owin~ to e 
authorised to sign checks in their absence: Mr. Cruso , ~r . Rocker and 
Rabbi Kowal sk;y. 

The meeting adjou.rned at 4:15 P. M 

A. L. 



of.merican Zioni3t Cmergency Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

, 1945 

To the Members of the Executive Committee: 

I enclose the following: 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-1160 

1) Minutes of Meetings of the Executive Committee 
held June 11, June 19 and June 22. Minutes of the Execu­
ti ve Committee and Emergency Council meetings held July 
12 will follow. 

2) Copy of letter from Mr. Shertok to the High 
Commissioner for Palestine dated June 4, 1945, on the 
subject of the German settlements in Palestine. 

3) Copy of letter from Mr. Shertok to the High 
Commissioner, dated June 18, 1945, on the subject of 
immigration. 

4) Copy of letter from Mr. Shertok to the Chief 
Secretary of the Palestine Administration, dated June 20 , 
1945, on the subject of the Jewish Settlement Police. 

AL:L:S 
Encs. 

Yours sincerely, 

Arthur Lourie 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 58 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

August 27, 1945. 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist :Einergency 
Council was held Monday, August 27th,. at 3130 o'clock, at 542 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruse, Mrs. Judith Epstein, 
Daniel Frisch, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, Judge 
Lo1.:.is E. Levint.hal-, Emanuel rieumann, Louis Segal. 

Sa1'lt:el Cherr, Mrs. Tamar Pool. 

Dr. Benjamin .A.kz:i.n, Dr. I.B.Berkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Art.hur Lour:e, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tuvim. 

EJ.1ahu Epstein, Rabbi Leon Feuer, Isaiah L.Kenen, Mrs. Denise Tourover. 

MINtJrEC 

The Minutes of the Executive Committee meetings held July 12th, 13th and 
20-th ·were approved. 

ESCO FOUNDATION 

A letter from Mrs. Frank Cohen of the Esco Foundation for Palestine war: 
read, in which the request was made that the Emergency Council transfer to the 
Zionist Library and Archi,r,es the Esco Foundation Palestine Collection which l1ad 
been turned ovGr to the Council as a loan. Mrs. Cohen further requested tha·(j 
the Council send a copy of the manuscript prepared by Dr. Berkson to the 
Foundation by registered mail. They had already r eceived the master copy of the 
Study, but in order to establish their ownership bf the document it was nece3sary 
that they Deceive a copy in this manner. As soon as they arrange for copyright 
they would return the copy to the Council to be continued as a loan. 

Dr. Berkson indicated that the matter of the Esco material was a complicated 
one, from the point of view of the Emergency Council and the author of the Study. 
Dr.Berkson had been engaged for three years in preparing this manuscript, which 
is a comprehensive report on Palestine, largely ftom the political point of view, 
and which, when published, will comprise three volumes. In addition to Dr. 
Berkson, fiftGen people have worked on it. There had been an original grant of 
$50,000 from the Esco Foundation, and the Emergency Council has put a further 
large sum into the preparation of this report. 

It was decided that in view of the ramifications involved and in the desire 
to expedite the matter to the satisfaction of all, a committee of three be 
appointed to study the question of the disposition of the Esco Foundation 
material. 
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POLITICAL REBORT 
Pres, Truman's statement on Palcstme 
Reports were given on efforts made by Dr. Akzin, Mr. Epstein and Mr. 

Lourie to obtain further information in Washington concerning the statement on 
Palestine made by President Truman at his press confGrance on August 16th. 
Among those seen had b~en Mr. Ben Cohen, Rep. Sabath, who had had a conver­
sation with the President (see Minutes of meeting of Council Aug. 28,1945) 2nd 
the Oriental Advisor to the American Embassy in London. 

Dr. Akzin and Eliahu Epstein had also met with Mr. Loy Henderson, head of 
the Near East Division of the State Department. (Report on file). 

Judge Levinthal reported on Ee.rl Harrison's investigation of the situation 
of the Jews in Europe and his report to President Truman; there ,..,as reason to 
believe that the report was entirely sympathetic. 

Sta.tement of ArA.b League Secretary re pres. Roosevelt 1 s meeting with !bn Sm~d 

A report was given on action taken to contradict this statement in the 
press. Attention was drawn to the fact that in the earlier of the two r eports 
which appeared in the New York Times it was specifically stated that there was 
no confirmation from members of the party who had accompanied the President 
home from Yalta. 

In the discussion which followed, Free. irl.irlanls statement was annlyzed 
by various members of the Executive. It was the consensus thet the efforts 
of the Council should be concentrated on disabusing the President 1 s mind of the 
idea that large numbers of troops will be required to keep peace in Palestine if 
a decision is made favorable to the Jews. 

A motion was adopted that the Coup.cil ts r oBction to President Truman 1 s 
statement should be to deflate that part of the stateI!lcnt which talks about the 
need for 500,000 troops, 8nd that efforts be made immediately to arrange for 
meetings with the Secretary of State and the President. 

There was some discussion also on the attitude of th~ Stat0 Department to 
Zionism and tho need to expose its anti-Zioni~t line. (See nnnlysis by Dr.Berkson 
in Minutes of Council mc<~ting of August 28th) • 

Mr. Epstein r ef erred to the visj_t of Dr. Bayard Dodge to this country; he 
was one of the greatest assets to the Stat0 Department jn pushing the Pan-Arab 
policy. Dodge came here to collect money to open n second American University 
in the Near East (in Damnscus, Syria). The Syrinns we.nt such a University for 
two r easons, They want a substitute for the French. They prefer the hmerica.ns 
to the British as such a substitute. 

It was decided that a committee of the staff be appointed to give careful 
thought to the steps to be taken to expose the anti-Zionist line of the State 
Department and to draw up a plan of action. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY ORDER SONS OF ITALY 

Judge Levinthal referred to an excellent Resolution on Palestine which 
had been adopted by the Order Sons of Italy, an organization caunprising some 
450,000 members. Mr. Alessandro, who was helpful in having this Resolution 
adopted, is a member of the AmericAn Pale:ti.ne Committee . 



DELEGATION TO PALESTmE 

The suggestion wns nade that a delegation of Representatives and Senato~s 
be invited to visit Palestine. 

A number of reasons were put forth why it was not desirable to carry out 
this proposal. We are now pressed for time. We want a decision q 'ickly. 
As to the idea that an official body be sent out, we ourselves ought not to 
suggest a new procedure which will involve delay. There will be an excuse for 
doing nothing until the commission returns. Further:nore, whether the report 
brought back by such a commission will be what we want is questionable, for 
the usual procedure of investigating commissions is to suggest a compromise. 

It was decided that the question of a delegat~nn to Palestine should be 
brought up at a subsequent meeting. 

PROF. HOCKING'S LETTER TO HERALD TRIBUNE 

Reference was made to the letter sent to the Editor of the New York 
Herald Tribune by Prof. Hocking, which had appeared on august 26th. 

It was agre2d that an answer must be made to this l ettvr, and the office 
was requested to prepare n reply. 

VISIT TO PALESTINE BY PROF. FRIEDRICH 

It wns recalled that Prof. Friedrich had indicated a desire to vir.it 
Palestine, sincG he felt that he would be in a much better position to talk 
and write on the Zionist case if he had a first hand acquaintance with Palestine. 
It was suggested that now that the war is over, it would be a good thing to 
arrange for hiI:l to go there. 

A motion was ndopted that Prof. Friedrich be invited to visit P lestine 
and that a sum of money be appropriated by the Council for that purpose . 

The meeting adjourned at 5140 p.m. 



.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY com;crL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

September 10, 1945 

CONFIDENTIAL ro. 59 

A meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held Monday, 
September 10, 1945, a.t 4:15 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, .. ew York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruse, Mrs. Judith Epstein, 
Daniel Frisch, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. i•i. Kowalsky, 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neummn, Louis Se~al, Dr. Stepehn 
s. Wise. 

Prof. Milton Handler, Meyer W. Weisgal; Dr. :Benjamin .Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, 
Dr. I. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Hyman Getzoff, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Harold P. Manson, Leo Sack, Harry L. Shapiro, .A.be Tuvim. 

CHRISTIA?I CONF""~NCES 

Mr. Tuvim presented the following report on plans nnd activities in con­
nection with Americoo Christian Palestine Commi tteo conferences to be held during 
1945-46. 

A rather elaborate program of ACPC conferences has been prepared for the 
coming months. The communities are to be asked to pay the local expenses involved 
in the so conferences, while the Council will cover such costs as those incurred 
in connection with speakers, printing of literature, etc. With such participation 
by the communities it will be possible to hold more conferences throughout the 
country. 

Mew York 

The first big project is a three dey conference to be held in Ne York 
October 14-16. Tho first day will be devoted to acti vi tics which will draw 
attention to the conference, e.go sennons in churchez, club activities, radio 
broadcasts, newspaper edi tori ala, etc. Durint~ the followin two d.n~rs seven or 
eight sessions "'ill be held at the Commodore Hotnl: 1) for nm· spa.p er people, 
2) for radio commentators, 3) a woman 1s tea, 4) for educators, 5) an economic 
session, to whi~h business men, members of Chaflbers of Commerce, etc. will be 
invited, 6) for ministers, 7) closing dinner. 

It is also planned. to arrange, with the cooporation of the Boa.rd of Educatior, 
a series of assemblies for teachers of r,ublic ancl high schools. It is hoped to 
have at least three such assemblios, in each of various regions. 

Tho ... 'few York project is a very ambitious one. It may require the services 
of 20 speakers. Preliminary work has already boon done in connection wit this 
conference; in ten days the preparations will bo well under wizy. 
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Irr. Tuvim said he was receiving excellent cooperation from the entire z. O.,,A. 
staff, including the z.o.A. field men. He had met with the Presidents of the 
various z.o.A. Regions which will be involved in the conference ana_ the field men. 
The Regions are contributing $10,000. toward the cost of the New York confcr )nce . 

The most important work to be done is to secure local Christion activity. 
A Christian committee is being set up, of which the Yice-Ohainnen will represent 
the Regions. It is hoped to set up Christian groups in each of the Regions. 

World Christian Conferenco 

This is being supported by the Agency. Until the relations between the 
Coi.mcil and the Agency with regard to the Washington offices are clariiied .J;,y the 
Connnittee of eight, technical details such as preparing the lists·'of invitees ·, e tc.are 
being dealt with by the Council staff. A temporary office has been set up at the 
Roosevelt Hotel in Washington. November 1st and 2nd have been reserved at the 
Hotel Statler for the Conference. 

Other Conferences 

It is plan:oo d to hold a second conference in St. Louis. The1 .. e ar<~ :now over 
1500 members in the A.C.P.C. in St. Louis. It is hoped to reach new groups of 
Christi ans in that city. 

Detroit will hold a Conf0ronce March 16-17. The President of the Chicago 
z.o.A. Region is making arrangements to hold a Christian Conferonco in Chict·(;o. 
It is further planned to organize an ACFO group in Houston , Texas, and to hold a 
conference there in the f)arly spring, to which would be brought outstanding 
Christion speakers. It 1s hoped to arra.nge for conferences, or meetings, to be 
held in a half do zen of the Southern cities, as Noll as in a nu.riber of the small0 r 
communities in New York State; and Milwaukee, Minnoapolis, Des Moines , Kansas City, 
Omaha and Lincoln are also on tho schedule. 

It was urged that in drawing up plans for ACPA conferences, special n:ttcrt ion be 
paid to the cities whore tho Council for Judaism is strong. 

LETTER FBOM U.P.A. 

A letter from the United Palestine Ap1)eal, dated July 24th, ,-,as road, in 
which it was stated that tho UPA had decided to launch, in the next throe or four 
months, a campaign to be known as 11 0pon th o Gatos of Palestine." Since this 
decision involvos a political matter within the purview of the Amorlcan Zionist 
Emergency Council, the UPA requested tha t the Council advise them of their reaction 
to the plan. 

Since it was not clear just whE.?.t was involved in this ctmipnign, it was 
decided to obtain further informntion from the UP.A. before taking an~" action. 

NATIONAL PETITI ON 

Mro Frisch, reporting on behalf of the sub-committee appointed cftor the 
last meeting of tho Council to mako a thorough stud;'f of the questi on of a nat io nL.l 
petition, submitted tho committee's recommendation that tho Emergnncy Council adopt 
a r esolution call ing for a mass poti ti on to bo undertaken immedi at ely . nnd ,1.rgin~ 
that this resol1;:i; :1.on bo submit tod to the cons ti tuont groups of the Counci 1 for their 
ratification within two weeks; a tim o limit of t on weeks to b0 sot for the im­
plomont ~tion of tho project. 
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Mr. Segal, who had also served on the sub-committee, stated that this 
recommendation of the committee was unanir!lous. In deciding in favor of a 
petition, the committee had been encouraged by the f ct t-hat the .American Trades 
Union Cor:unittee for Palestine has already enlisted the support of the Trades and 
Labor Council, who have undertaken to sponsor the petition in the trade uhion 
movemont. 

A memorcndum outlining the project, which had been approved in general by 
the sub-committee, was suboitted to the meeting. The cost of the undertaking, as 
estimated by Mr . Shapiro in this wemorandum, which is only a first draft of the 
plan, would be approximately $59 1 500. 

In the diecussion which followed, it was recalled that the idea of a 
petition was before the Council for consideration smreral times. Last yee.r it 
was shelved in favor of the Congr0ssional Resolution, which gave us the focal 
point nround which we could build a variety of activities , A r.w.ss petition, it 
was felt, would do for 1945 what the Resolution did for 1944. If properl 
launched, on a large scale, it would activize our cause and dramatize it, bring­
ing it to thG attention of every citizen of the United States. It would serve, 
too, to bring pressure on our Government and on the British Government, 

This project would, furthernore, bring the organized Zionist bodies into 
the picture. Its success would depend on them. Other groups would also be 
celled upon to help in obtaining signatures. 

It was urged that the term "petition" be not used, bu'b rather some other 
term, such as "nasa declaration" or ttmanifesto". 

In discussing the cost of carrJing out this project, it was felt by some 
me~bers of the Coomittee that 59,500 was a considerable undere timation. Mr. 
Shapiro indicated thnt when the plon is ·orked out in greater detail it mny be 
found thBt the cost ,,ill be as r.-;uch s $100,000, of which $25,000 would be 
covered by items alrendy in the budget and about 75,000 addit ·.onal would have 
to be provided. 

It was pointed out that the locrl com:1unities would agree to cover the 
local expenses. The rommunities are eager to undertnke such n project, and the 
nembers of the Had~ss~h chapters and Zionist youth groups throughout the country 
will d~ a groat deal of the 1NC>rk in obtaining the signatures. 

There we.s some discussion, also, as to whether the aio should be to nave 
the manifesto signed by Jews alone, or by Jows and non-Jews. 'i'here would be no 
difficulty in obtaining the signatures of a large number of the Jews of the 
United Stutes, but doubts were axpressed as to whether we rould get a cross 
section of the non-Jewish American people to sign. In this connection, the 
example of Long Itiand wa~ cited, where 20,000 signatures, 90% of then non-Jews, 
were obtained last year, at ver.l little cost. 

It was the consensus that limiting the petition to Jews would be unwise. 
There ·would be political significance in getting large numbers of Christians to 
sin such a declaration. We should set ourselves an objective of perhaps ten 
to fiftoen million sign tures, which should not, of coursa, be announced. 

After further discussion, it was decided by a unanimous vote of all present 
that the sub-committee's rerommendation be o.dopt d, that we ccopt the principle 
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of a mass declaration of the American people on the Jewish National Home within 
the nearest possible ti r.1e, and that this recommendation be submitt ed to t he 
constituent organizations. It wns understood that the communities would be asked 
to participate in the costs locally. 

A suggestion made that Balfour Dey would be an appropriate time to l aunch 
the declaration was approved. 

It was understood that the wording of the declara.tion would b8 submitted to 
the Executive Committee for its approval. 

LETT.@R FROM EIDTST FRANKENSTEIN BE MR. HART 

It was reported that a letter had been r eceived from Dr. Frankenst ein 
inquiring whether the Council would be interested in inviting to t hi s country a 
Mr. Hart, who had addressed a small g:1.thering in London on Grea t Britai n I s military 
interest in Palestine at th e time of the London Zionist Confer ence. The Canadi an 
delegates to the Conference who had heard this addrGs s were so impres Ge~ that t hey 
discussed the possibility of inviting Mr. Hart to Canada. Dr. JPr ankens ':cin inr i­
cated that Mr. Hart had been nili.tary corresponclent for the "Manches t er Gua 'l"diDn" 
for three years and is considered a military l'.uthority. He woul d be prcpnr ud to 
lecture in the United States if he were invited, possibly by a non-Je,,ish military 
or political group, and could leave England at short notice. 

It was felt that it would be very valuable to have Mr. He.rt l octurc in this 
country, but before taking any decision it was decided to seek tho advi ce of the 
Jewish Agency office in London. 

ARTICLE IN "FOBTUNE" BY DEAN LANDIS 

Attention was drawn to the article by Dean Landis appearing i n t he current 
issue of "Fortune" which carries tho implication that nothing must be done to 
antagonize the 100,000,000 Moslems in the Middle East. 

It was suggested that a reply should be made to this article, and that 
Oscar Gass be consulted. 

MARCH OF TIME FILM ON PALESTilJE 

Reference was made to the excellent MARCH OF TIME film on Pal es tine which 
will be released shortly. 

DR. :SERKSON 1S MEMORANDUM BE WORK OF COUNCIL 

At the l~st meeting of th e Executive Com~ittoe a committee of the staff 
h ad been appointed to draw up a plnn of acti on to e.:r.:poce the anti-Zioni ~t line of 
the Stato Dopartaent. Dr. Berkson had prepared a report, which it 1.1c1s c5-ecided to 
circulate among the members of the Board of Officers, who would meet within the 
next few days. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

It was report ed that in connection with the London Confer ence of the Foreign 
Secretaries of the Big Five, there was reason to believe that members of the 
American delegation would meet with the leaders of the World Zi onist Orr,anization 
in London. Dr. Goldstein suggested the need for an American Zionist to be pr~sent 
in London during this conference, to keop in close contact with tho American 
delegation. 
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It ·was also urged that a number of people in Washington be econ , ,,•ho ·1.11 
plcy a pert in the J3ri ti sh-AmericDn economic t alks now getting unclor uey. 

With rognrd to the apnointment which it had beon dod d.ed to soc,: with t e 
};'resident , it was report 0d that efforts wore still being made to nrr['n f:•~ f' meetL G• 
Dr. Silver suggested that not only must a. dolcgution of the Council nee tho ?1esi­
dent , b~t in addition, the k:1erice..n Jewish Conference "'hould denignc.to six to seven 
prominent Jews, speakint:; for all Ari1orican Jews , to r1eet with hie. 

It was further suggested that rcprcsentat i vos of the Council should meet 
with fi vo or six. Senators, and got their views on the best way to obtoin Congroe­
sion~l support at this point~ 

l etter- f:r)r.1 Jr~c.g2__:'•J~~ri.-:;.~, It tas reported tha t c.n offici~l cornr-mnica cion 
fro:-:1 the S .0ret:.i...cy o:::· tho :;,.r_1r.Lc1J., h£'~rl "b een sent to Jud.go Rosennrn nsking for ; n 
opportu..T"J.i ty for 3. duJ.cgat:. on o:t t~·.Lo Ucrmd.l to :ioet wi. ·ch hi:--b A rerly h.:..cl b eer. 
rocei vod fror.i J'-i;.dgc Rnscn."'lan stat:1.ng th,•t he ,-.rc:10 on t110 point of lor~vir.g for a 
short; vu.cation nnd that; if the ::10.t tor w&s one of urgency we should sco ;:r. ]on~ ~1i n 
Cohen. 

MrJ . Roosevol tis statcncnt to Dr, Wl se !'8 tho 1 '1.tc Pror.ident c:md Ibn-Sri.uJ. 

Dr. Wise r epo rt Gd thr,t ~"'rs, Rr·oscvcl t r,·, .... s pro:parod to deny tho :.:;tater.1ont 
alleged to ho.vo boen nad.e by .President Roonevcl t to Ibn SrJ.:i.d~ Th0 lo.to President 
had told her on his return fron Yal t&. oz2ctly ,,h,!.t he old Dr. ~'ii so . 

It wns agreed that Dr,, Wise should ask r3. Roosevelt to nak , ubl'c the 
inforr.1['.tion she had on this subjecto 

T~o nooting adjourned at 6~15 P.~. 

A. L. 
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LONDO 1 , SEPTEMBER 12, 1945 ( Rec I d Sept. 13) 

NLT WISE SILVER LIPSKY GOLDMANN JEWISH AGENCY 

342 MADISON A~'11E NEW YORK CITY 

FORTNIGHT AGO COLOMIAL OFFICE OFFERED US 1500 CERTIFICATES AS B4LA "CE 'IHITEPAPER 

QUOTA ON UNDERSTANDING MONTHLY MAXIMUM 1500 ENTRANTS BE M .. ~INTAINED STOP WE . 

REPLIED UNABLE ACCEPT THESE PERI-HTS AFTER OUR APPLICATION FOR 100,000 BEING 

BEFORE GOVEIDrME.::T FOR TWO M01"THS STOP :JJSO STATED Q,UOTE IN GENE~\L NOW WAR 

IS OVER EXECUTIVE CA...lfJOT :POSSIBLY BE PARTY TO OR ENTER INTO DISCUSSIO. OF .A.NY 

ARRANGEMENTS BASED WHITEP.A:PER 1939 UNQ,UOTE WE DECIDED UNPUBLISH THIS PlTh1HNG 

CLARIFICATION WHOLE POSITION WITrl GOVERNMENT STOP SIUCE THEN HAD LENGTHY 

INTERVIEW COLONIAL SECRETARY ALSO INFOE-Ws TALKS FEW OTHER ~MEERS GOVER1111ENT 

STOP DISCUSSIONS TIME BEIUG I NCONCLUSIVE GOVER1TI-1EJT REJ?BESENTATIVES l'LE.ADil\fG 

SHORI'NESS TIUE IN OFFICE f BEOCCUPATIO:tr fiTH MULTITUDE I U'OR PROBLEMS &>PEAf.iil G 

OUR PATIENCE STOP THIS MEANS IN EFFECT THAT WHITEFAPER CONTINUING IN FORCE 

n-t~GEATION PB.A.CTI.ALLY AT STANDSTILL LAlID REGULA.TIONS UNREFEALED STOP AE.A~ ·THILE 

POSITION INMATES CAMPS GERr-1A.lrY IT.'J'.JY ~ID POLISH IDTI, 1 fr BEr-1AIMS IDWM'.aRAI{LE EVERY 

MORAL MATERIAL ~~srECT LIABLE BECOME CRITICAL .'IITH . .\D\% T WINTER :lHEN Ilid.DEQUA.TE 

FOOD COMPLETE LACK PROPER CLOTHilJG BOUND CAUSE HEAVY '•fORT.ALITY STOP PLEASE DO 

UTMOST BEGARDI G IMMEDIATE GRANT OUR IMMIGRA.TIO?r CLAIMS ABROGATION WHITEPAPER 

EVEN :BEFOll CONSIDE.RA.TION DECISION OUR rWlf PROPOSALS 

EXECUTIVE 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 60 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

September 19, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Cormnittee of the Amorican Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Wednesday evening, September 19, at 8:30 o 1clock, 
at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Esther Gottesman, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Emanuel Neumann, David 'fertheim, Rabbi 
Seymour M. Zambrowsky. 

Dr. Philip s. :Bernstein, Prof. Milton Handler, :,trs. Ta.mar Pool, Captain 
Abraham Tulin, eyer W. Wei sgal. 

Dr. '.Benjamin Akzin, Arnold K. Isreeli, .i\.rthur Lourie, Harold P. Uanson, 
Harry L. Shapiro. 

S. Dingel, Jacob Fishman , Isaiah L. Kenen, iarvin Lowenthal, D. L. Meckler, 
Morris Weinberg. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCEES OF CHRIST IN AMERICA 

It was reported that word had been received on September 14 from one of the 
local emergency committee chairmen th '"'.t members of tho Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America had received a memorandum on 
Palestine which, according to the letter accompanying the document, presented the 
Christian view of the 4uestion, and which was to be discussed at a meeting of the 
Executive Connnittee to be held September 18. The document was a subtle but 
vicious attack on Zionism. (It followed the line of argument of the American 
Council for Judaism). The covering letter urged that the Executive Committee 
approve the contents of the memorandum, publish it and give it wide circulation. 

Dr. Atkinson, Dr. Poling and Dr. Voss had taken action in the matter, and 
the committee had by a large majority refused to act on the memorandum. It may 
still be presented to the Administrative Committee of the Federal Council, but 
it would have to be referred back to the Executive Committee for its approval 
before it could be published. 

NATIONAL PETITION 

It was reported that the Z.O.A., the Poale Zion and Mizrachi had notified 
the Council office that their Boards had met and had approved the plan for 
launching a mass declaration. The Hadassah Executive Committee had also approved 
of it, but it had still to come up before the Hadassah National Board. 

In the meantime, the staff is preparing radio material, arranging for 
special meetings, advertisements, etc. and if Hadneaah, too, spproves of the 
project, it 1s hoped to launch the campaign on Bolfour Day. That will be possible 
if the constituent organizations will dedicate a special issue of their publica­
tions to the plans for the petition. In ten d~e material for the campaign will 
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be ready. The wording of the declaration will be submitted to the next meeting 
of the ixecutive Committee. 

It was further reported that it was planned to hold a meeting of the local 
emergency committee chairmen about October 10, in Washington. 

POLITICAL BEPORT 

Dr. Akzin reported that not much progress has been made with reeard to 
obtaining an appointment with the President. Senator Wagner had volunteered to 
arrange a meeting and to accompany Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise. He tried to get the 
a pointment, but without success. In the last few days, Senator Taft also took 
an interest ln this matter and he conferred with Senator Wagner. Senator Taft 
called the White House during the last few deys, and in one of his conversations 
he was told that President Truman would prefer not to see any J ewish delegation 
for the moment, that he was doing everything he could. 

Dr. Silver will be in Washington next week, \\dlen he will see various people 
in the Capitol an~ will urge them to start energetic action on our behalf. An 
appointment with the Acting Secretary of State, Dean Acheson, has been fixed for 
Sept ember 20. 

An interesting development has been that the . Inter-Governmental Corrnnittee for 
Refugees , which up to recently has appeared to take little interest in our p roblem, 
is now planning energetic action. This is due to two reasons: 1) Lord Winterton, 
its chainnan, who was the dead hand on the committee, has resigned; and 2) Earl 
Harrison, who replaced Myron TB¥lor as the American Representative on the Inte:r­
Governmental Committee, has been very active. As a result of Harrison's efforts 
it has been decided to register all those who do not wish to be repatriat ed. 
Instead of the Inter-Governmental Committee deciding who was repatriable n.nd who 
was not, as had been the case heretofore, a new policy has been adopted. All 
those who say they do not wish to be returned to their places of origin will be 
regarded as ncn-lll9patriable. Furthermore, 'the people in the Displaced Persons camps 
will not be classified only as fonner Poles, etc., but the Jews and non-Jews will 
will be classified separately. 

Dr. Akzin referred to an off the record talk which he had with Mr. Loy 
Henderson, head of the Near East Division of the State Department. 

Cable from Jewish Agency Executive 

A cable from the Jewish Agency Executive, dated September 12th, referring 
to the proposal of the Colonial Office for a grant of 1,500 certificates monthly, 
was read (attached); also the JTA Jerusale:n despatch of September 18th 
(attached). 

The members of the Committee of Eight who were available in New Yvrk met on 
Sunday, following which Dr.Goldmann embodied a statement of his ,position in a 
letter which he asked to have read as he was unable to be pres ent at the moetin 
today. (Letter on file) . 

.n. conversation which Dr. Silver had had 'v1ith Dr. Weizmann on the trans­
atlantic telephone on Septemb r 15th was also reported. (On file). 

A long discussion followed in which various suggestions were made as to action 
to be taken in view of the Reuter dispatch and in view of the action proposed 
by the Agency Executive. 
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The danger of pressing the demand for 100,000 certificates instead of 
fighting for the full progrrun was stressed. It was agreed that we cannot have 
one line here and another in London, and it was therefore moved, and passed that 
we communicate with the Jewish Agency Executive in London by telephone and indicate 
to them the danger of placing all the emphaeis on the demand for an immediate 
allocation of certificates to the exclusion of a fundamental solution at this time . 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

A motion wo.s adopted that we ini tio.te im.rnediately a newspaper campaign, the 
details to be worked out by a sub-committee to be appointed by tho joint chairmen. 

Mr . Shapiro pointed out that if we undertake this project, we will have 
to ask the Funds for an allocation. It will cost $60,000. to $70,00C. 

CABLES TO MR. DALTON AND MJ.. GREENWOOD 

Dr. Wise read two cables which were being sent to Mr. Dal ton and Mr. 
Greenwood under Dr. Silver's and his signatures. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:20 P.M. 

A. L. 
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From JTA Daily News :Bulletin 
September 19, 1945 

JERUS.AJ.,EM, Sept. 18. ( ,JT.A) -- Jews here are alar.ned b;y· a d:i spat ch from 

Reuter 1s received tonight, in which the British newB a.gancy, \Jh:i.c;h is close to 
official circles, sta-:;es Jchat all majur ~ionisJ.; demands have been rejected in 
a report su·omi~vted to the cabinet by a sub ... committee app,1inted by Prime Minister 

Attlee to draft the Labor Goveri.tment I s policy with regard to Palestine,, 

The sub-comr.1i tt ee, according to Reuter 1 s, makes the follmring recommenda,­
ti ons: 

1, Jewish demand.s for the abolition of the :St"::.tish White Paper should be 

reject ed. Tho demands for free immig:-ati on under JE.wi sh cont roJ., as well as for 

the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish citate arEi dec:ared to be unacceptable. 

2o The future Palestine policy of tho :Sri tish Government should be based 
on the White Paper, but amended foJ., the timt: 1: ing ·co pcrmi t a maximum of 1,500 
Jowi f:lh immigrants monthly. Similarly, the rest ri ctj ons o:r. land ae;q_ui si ti on should 

remain in force and be amunc.ea. only iiby some dolJ ml tati ons of three zones. 11 

3~ A Palestine L0gislative Co~1cil shoulQ o o ostablished, with limited 

authority over internal affairs 1Jnly, '"hile ali ques ciuna co1-ceming foreign 
policy, socuri ty and defenne s.~1ou.:;_d continuo to be under tho co:i1trol of the 
British GovorruneLt. 

4.. Jews should bo eomponsat e ci. for the restricted jmmigration by offering 

them representa ion :n the legislative Gou.ncil larger than the on&•t~lrd 
orginally pr0p0sed some ~ime ago~ 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 61 

.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF FJCECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

September 24, 1945 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held Monday, September 24, at 3:30 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New 
York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruse, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Mrs. Tamar 
Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wise, 
Rabbi Seymour ~. Zambrowsky. 

Dr. Nahum Goldmann; Rabbi Philip s. Bernstein, Meyer W. Weisgal • 

Dr. I~ B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P . 
. fanson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tuvim. 

Joel Gross, Rabbi Irving Miller, Ben Silverman, Rabbi Samuel Wohl. 

POLITICAL REPORT 

Dr. Goldmann reported that he had had several talks with Mr. Shertok on the 
trans-Atlantic telephone, and Dr. Silver had also spoken with Dr. Weizmann, from 
which the following information had been obtained: 

The British Cabinet had appointed a sub-committee (the members of which are 
not known to us) to deal with the Palestine question. The sub-committee had com­
pleted its work and made its recommendation (as reported by Reuter September 18). 
It was reported that they proposed that the White Paper be continued, ,ith 1500 
J e,ish immigrants permitted to enter Palestine each month, and with eome slight 
modifications with regard to land sales. 

The sub-committee's proposal had been discussed by the full Cabinet and on 
Friday (September 21) the information was that am· jority in the Cabinet was 
inclined to accept it. Ur. Shertok said it was not final, since some of our 
friends were opposing it. 

Mr. Shertok indicated that the main thing to do here is to organize Jewish 
Pnd non-Jewish public opin1on. 

Mr. Byrnes, who at first could not see Dr. Weizmann, finally fixed an 
appointment for Saturday, September 22. (Mr. :Bevin is to soe Dr. Weizmann later)• 
Byrnes was friendly. Ho pointed out to Dr. Weizmann that the main responsibility 
is Great Britain's, that America can only help. Dr. Woizmann said the main thin . 
necessary was for America to ir.dicate u desire to help, e. g. to give economic 
assistance. It seems that the talk with ]yrnes was not conclusive. Ben-Gurion 
expected ahortly to leave for Palestine. 
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In connection with the press reports indicating that the British had re­
quested the American Government to share responsibility, Dr. ieizmann said he heard 
nothing to that effeet from Mr. Byrnes~ 

On September 23, the following cable arrived from the Executive in London: 

"LEARN RELIABLY PRESIDENTS BEQ,UEST 100,000 CERTIFICATES REJECTED STOP 
BEEN DECIDED TIME BEING r.fAINTAIN WHITEP.APER .ALLO:lI1 G JE1lISH IMi-1IGBATIO 
MONTHLY MAXIMUM 1500 ONLY STOP .ANNOUNCEMID-i""T THESE LINES EXPE01'.ABLE 
SHORTLY STOP DECISION ME_.\NS WHITEPAPER SANCTIONED BY NE i GOVERNMENT 
DOOMil G MASSES J:EWS IlJ IiJTERNMEl~ C.AMPS AND ELSEWHERE TO DETERIOru TIO 
AND DEATH MAINTAINING NTJBEMBERG LAND LAW IN PALESTINE STOP TAKING 
GRAVEST VIEW POSITION AND DISASTROUS COlJSEQ,U]foTCES AN:,OUNCEM.ENT EN.FORCFr 
MEl'JT SUCH POLICY STOP PROPER IMl,IEDI..~TE REiCTION JEWISH GEJJEBAL AMERICAN 
OPI ITON MAY PEFJLU'S STILL A VERT 'J:HIS CATASTROPHE STOP CABLE ACTION" 

Dr. Silver had informed Dr. Weizmann over the telephone of the action being taken 
here. 

ACTIO TAKEN 

, adi son Square Garden 1 eeting 

Dr. Silver reported on the action taken over the week-end, immediately after 
learning of the Reuter dispatch. 

Dr. Wise and he decided that a great demonstration ought to be arranged in 
New York. Because of the holiday a meeting of the Executive Committee could not 
be called to consider this matter, but since the time was so short they decided 
to book Madison Square Garden for the following Sunday (September 30). A meeting 
of representatives of the ZOA districts was hurriedly called, and held Sunday, and 
plans were drawn up for the mass demonstration. Arrangements were made for adver­
tisements to appear in the Yiddish press daily until the mooting, for spot announce­
ments of the meeting on the radio and for radio commentators to include mention of 
the meeting in their broadcasts. It has not yet been possible to arrange for the 
meeting to be broad.cast; since Sundey is a very busy night on the air it m~ not be 
possible to got the time. 250,000 notices of tho meeting are being sent out . All 
tho organizations arc cooperating; the women 1s organizations ar0 using telephone 
squads to contact as many people as possible in connection with the moctin ; the 
youth groups are working; letters are being sent to 700 Rabbis asking them to make 
an announcement in their synagogues. 

Dr. Silver said he envisaged tho Uad.ison Square Garden meeting as a groat 
demonstration, with the arden us the center of the demonstration and tens of 
thousands of people milling about outside. 

Advertisements 

In addition to tho advertisements which v.ill appear in tho press announcing 
the Madison Sq_uare Gardon meeting , a number of ads dealing with our case are being 
prepared which will appear in about 40 newspapers throughout the country. The 
New York Times will carry the ad.verti sement September 27 or 28. 

Other Aetion 

Immediately following the appearance of the Reuter dispatch, a strong state­
ment had been released to the press, in ·which announcement ~ as also made of the 
mass meeting to be held at the GB.l•den to give expression to the sense of a:rprehensio~ 
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and indignation aroused by the news of the decision reportedly being taken by the 
British Government to continue tho White Paper. 

In addition, wires wore sent to the local emergency committee chairmen askinr; 
them to have as many letters and telegrams as possible sent to the President from 
the1 r communities. 

In the diecussion that followed, a number of suggestions were made for 
additional activities to be undertaken in order to arouse public opinion throughout 
tho country. 

The meeting approved the recommendation that the Mayors of the various 
communities be asked to communicate with tho Stcto Department and the President. 

Other pro:posals included the follo1rlng: arranging a street demonstration, 
with the shops closing and the labor unions participating; that returned soldiers 
be asked to take part in a street parade; that prominent individuals, whos e names 
carry weight, be asked to help in this effort, perhaps by writing a.~ open let t er to 
President Truman; that we call together o~ friends in Congress i n Washington within 
the next few days and discuss the matter with them. 

The sugeestion that the Trade Union Committeo for Palestine be asked to send 
a cnble to Sidney Hillman, no v at the ,.To rld Trades Union Confe rence in Paris, re­
questing him to arrange, and pcrticipatc in a delegation to call on the Foreign 
Office in London, was approved. Tho meoti · g further approved the proposal that the 
leaders of the Americun Federr·tion of Lt.bar and t e Congress of Industrial Organiza­
ti ons be requested to sign one of the ~dvertise ents which is to appear in the 
English :press, which might be entitled 11 A:nerican Labor Speaks to British Labor." 

Dr. Silver reported that he wns going to W shington thnt day to see a number 
of Senators and to seek their cooperation. Ho also i ndic ~tod that Dr. Wise and he 
h c.d been in touch with prominent indi vi du['.ls in •lashington , who arc deepl y concerned, 
and have undertaken to do what they can to assist us. 

TELEGBA.l\1 FROM RA.B3I ZEMA.CH GBEE -

A telegram addressed to Dr. Wise by Rabbi Zemach Green of Washingt on was 
read, in which Rabbi Green suggested that the N.z.o., the erican League for a 
Free Palestine, the Agudas Israel and t he American Jewish Committee be invited to 
join with the Council in the Madison Square Garden demonstrntion. He further stated 
that he had discussed the mqtter with Peter Bergson, \tilo indicnted his readiness to 
cooperate . 

After some discussion, in which it fas the consensus that only those orgn.niz 
tions whose program calls for Pale~tine as a Jewish State should b : invited to the 
meeting, it was agre 'd th t tho .z.o. should receive an invitation similar to that 
issued to all other cooperating orgnniz ntions. 

WASHINGTO.J CONFEBEUCE 

A suggestion mnde thnt about fifty delegates of the American Je,,rish Conference 
be invited to the conference of locru. o~ergency committee chairmen to be held in 
Washington, October 4, was approved. 

The meeting adjourned t 5: ~-5 P.M. 

A. L. 
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'.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

October 2, 1945 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 62 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Tuesdey, October 2, at 4:00 P.M., at 342 14adison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Judi th G. Epstein, 
Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, 
Emanuel Neumann, Judge Morris Rothenberg, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. Wise, 
Rabbi Seymour M. Zambrowsky. 

Capt. Abraham Tulin, Meyer W. Weisgal. 

Jacob M. AlkQW, Arnold K. Isreoli, Arthur Lourie, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Abe Tuvim; Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Isaiah L. Kennen. 

AMERICAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE OFFICE IN WASHINGTO 

It was reported that the A.P.C. had found suitable quarters for their office 
in Washington, but it will be necessary for them to sign a lease for five years, 
at an annual rental of $4,200. 

Although the office is ideally located and thero should be no difficulty 
whatever in suMetting it at any time, it was pointed out that investigations 
ought to be made to ensure that O.P.A. regulations, etc. will not prevent the 
A.P.C. from sub-Jetting. With these precautions, it was agreed that the A.P.C. 
should be authorized to proceed with renting the office. 

MADISON SQ.UARE GARDEN 1EETING 

Gratification was expressed at the outstanding success of the Madison 
Square Garden demonstration. According to police estimates, about 45,000 people 
participated in the meeting outside the Garden, in addition to the 22,000 within. 
It was encouraging to note the really deep concern which has been ind.ioated in our 
problem. The reaction of the prese,too,hae been most gratifying. 

Dr. Silver paid tribute to the Council etaf'f, who had built up this tre­
mendous meeting within a week. They not only manifested ability, but also great 
devotion. Credit is also due to the constituent organizations, he said, who 
cooperated admirably. 

CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON 

It was reported that over 400 delegates would be attending the conference 
to be held in Washington October 4 of local emergency committee chairmen. 
Delegates were coming from as far awS¥ as the coast. 
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The program of the conference will be as follows: There will be a meeting 
of the delegatesm.rly in the morning, when they will hear the full story of recent 
events; they will then go to see their Congressmen, with whom they havo already 
mado appointments from their home towns; there will be a further meeting in the 
afternoon, when tho delegates will report on their interviews with thoir Oongress­
mon and an outline will be given them of action to be taken in their local com­
munities. That evening there will be a mass meeting, to be addressed by national 
leaders. It is expected that this will be an overflow meeti~. 

OTHER ACTION TADN 

In addition, it was reported, th,e local emergency committee chairmen have 
been asked to flood Washington, especially the White House, with telegrams. From 
reports tod~ it appears that the ~1hite House has already received some 200,000 
such communications. 

Word has been received from other parts of the country that great mass 
meetings have been arranged. Chicago will hold its meeting on October 15 in the 
Stadium in that city; Baltimore has arranged a demonstration for October 4; large 
meetings are scheduled in Philadelphia, Detroit, Los Angeles, Hartford, Jersey Cit~ 
etc. To date twelve large mass meetings have been arranged in the neighborhood of 
New York. 

PARTICIPATION OF RA:BBIS 

It wae further reported that the Synagogue Council of .America has arranged 
for pr~ers to be offered throughout the country Thursday evening, October 4. 
In New York there will be a convocation of Rabbis at the Spanish and Portuguese 
Synagogue. From that meeting will come wires to Washington and London. 

ACTIVITIES IN CAN.A.DA 

Mr. Weisgal reported that the Canadian Zionists have arranged for a large 
meeting to be held in Toronto, with outstanding non-Jews participating. The 
Canadian Zionist leaden had asked Mackenzie Xing, the Premier of Canad.a, who had 
left yester~ for England, to in~rvene with the British Government, and he had 
wr1 tten Sir Ellsworth Flavelle, chairman of the Canadian Palestine Cammi ttee, that 
he would do so. 

Mr. Coldwell, leader of the c.c.F. party in Canada. sent two very strong 
cables to Mr. Attlee and the British Labor Party Executive, in which he made the 
point that it was very distressing to the Socialist movement that the British 
Labor Party is acting as it 1s on the Palestine question, and its action is likely 
to cauae difficulty to , the B-Ocialist movement all over the world. 

Mr. Weiegal indicated that he had asked Mr. Zacks to attend the fashington 
conference. It was agreed that he should be asked to report there. 

OA:BLE TO MR. ATTLD FROM LABOR LEADERS 

It was reported that Philip Murra_y-, President of the C.I.O., and William 
Green, President of the American Federation of Labor, had both sent strong cables 
to Mr. Attlee. 

ADVllRTISEMENTS 

The advertisomente in tha general press are continuing, "An Open Letter to 
Mr. At tlee11 had appeared in several papers, including the "New York Times"• and 
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was appearing that day in the ttsun". 
papers. 

SUBVENTION TO CHICAGO 
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Altogether it was scheduled to appear in 39 

Dr. Silver reported that in connection with tho mass meeting which Chicago 
was arranging, to be held in the Stadium there, Judge Fisher had telephoned urgent-­
ly requesting a subvention from the Emergency Council to help them cover the large 
cost involved. In view of the fact that the Ne,,, York meeting at M~;!gn Square 
Garden was financed entirely by the :Emergency Council, the ChicngE7~eel that they 
should receivo at least a subvention for their meeting. They asked for $10,000, 
Dr. Silver said, but ho would recommend $5,000. 

Although it was realized that it would not be a good thing to start a 
precedent by subsidizing the Chicago meeting, it was felt that some assistance 
should be given the Chicago committee in view of the large affair they are undel"­
talcing. It was pointed out that since the Council subsidized the New York meeting 
it would be proper to help one city in the West. 

After further discussion a motion was adopted that the Council subsidize the 
Chicago mass meeting to the oxtent of $5,000. 

CTBER ACTIVITIES TO BE UNDERTAKEN 

There was some discussion on the advisability of arranging for a street 
demonstration, as proposed at the last meeting. 

Mr. Tu.vim pointed out that a street demonstration could be arranged in two 
weys. If it were to comprise only the Zionists of Ue,·r York, there would probably 
be a turn-out of sixty to seventy thousand. If, however, the lead is taken by 
the Labor Unions, the participants would number very much more. The most effective 
method would of course be the latter, with the shops closing at 3:30 and the 
parade starting at 4:00. 

Mr. Tuvim indicated that he had been endeavori:q-g to contact Mr. David 
Dubinsky, president of the International Ladies Garment Workers I Union, but he 
has been out of town. If he indicates a readiness to cooperate, a successful 
street demonstration could be arranged. The .Amalgamated Clothing Workers' Union 
is ready tll> go ahead. Mr. Tuvim was dubious as to the advisability of proceedirg 
with the larger demonstration if Mr. Dubinsky does not agree to work with us. He 
pointed out further that the projects on which the Council is now engaged (the 
Washington Conference and A.C.P.C. Conference in ew York, in particular) aro 
t aking all the timo and onorgy of th e staff. A stroct demonstrati on will require 
a great doal of workwhidlcould not be begun until the middle of October without 
hurting the other activities. 

Mr. Segal was strongly in favor of a mass street demonstration, with the 
participation of all the Labor Unions. He pointed out that it was not necess a ry 
to obtain the consent of Mr. Dubinsky; that closing the shops and having the workem 
take part in the par~e could be arranged through the manager.a of the locals and 
their business agents. 

Mrs. Epstein reported that a suggestion was made to Hadassah that they 
organize a women's demonstration, the women to march in front of the British 
Consulate when the debate opens in the House of Commons. The advantage of having 
it limited to women would be that not more than two to three thousand participants 
would be required to be effective. 
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It was suggested that a '!omen •s dE1Donstration, which is something unique, 
should certainly b~ carried out if practicable. 

The point was stressed that in the short pericxl up to the opening of l?arliament 
and Mr. Attlee's statement on Palestine to be announced at that time, which are the 
crucial days, everything possible must be done to exert the full pressure of 
American public opinion. 

After further discussion, it was agreed to leave it to Hadassah to decide 
whether a women 1s demonstration should be held. It was further decided to postpone 
a decision for a few deys on a mass street demonstration. 

A suggestion was made, and approved that the Trade Union Committee for 
Palestine endeavor to have several hundred union locals send cables to the British 
Labor Party. 

The meeting also approved the proposal that collective cables by people 
whose names are well known be addressed to Mr. Attlee or the l3ri tish Labor Party and 
be publicized here. Mr. Kenen undertook to carry out this proposal. 

NE '1 YOBK TIMES 

It was reported that a reply had been prepared by Rabbi Milton Steinberg 
to the letter of P:rof. Lazaron which appeared in the New York Times on Sunday. 
September 30, and would be published by the Times on Sunday, October 7. 

BEPORT ON imTING TITH PRESIDENT TRtnW;J" SEPrEr{BER 29 

Dr. Silver reported that Dr. fise and he had met with President Truman on 
Saturdcy morning, September 29. The invitation was extended to them for Friday 
morning, but Dr. Wise could not attend on that d3Y and it was therefore arranged 
for Saturdey. It was not deliberate, therefore, that the President received a 
Zionist delegation at 10:00 o 1clock Saturdey morning and a del gation of the 
American Jewish Committee immediately thereafter. at 11:00 o 1clock. 

~e invitation to meet with Mr. Truman came rather unexpectedly, becaus0 
the impression had been gained that the President did not want to meet with a. 
Zionist delegation until aftor Secretary Byrnes returned. (Report of interview 
on file). 

In the discussion which followed, it was pointed out that the big issue 
now is the line being taken by the British newspap rs and reported in the press 
here, that the British would like to do something about Palostino but wish to have 
the United States stare in the rosponsibility. In one fonn or another this issue 
is now aristng. We must decide what should be our position vie-a-vis our ovn 
government, if the British say they are ready to go ahead but wish to have American 
backing. 

After &ome discussion, it was agreed that this matter should be given careful 
consideration at a further meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 6: 15 P. M. 

A. L. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST :EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Mih"t.JTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

October 11, 1945 

A spe:.ial meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Thursday, October 11th, at 2:00 P.M., at 342 
Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens . ~ise (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Mro. Rose Halprin, Rabbi I. M. Kowalsky, Louis Lipsky, ])nanuel Neumann, Louis 
Segal , 'rs. Zip Szold, David Wertheim, Rabbi Seymour 11 • Zambrf')wsky. 

Captain braham Tulin , Meyer~. eisgal . 

J acob M. lkow, Dr. I. B .. :Berkson , Arnold K. Isrecli, Arthur Lourie, 
Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abe Tuvim; Eliahu. Epstein. 

ERICM CllilISTI .{ PALESTINE COllrITT~ ~.iEETING Il JEJ YORK 

Mr. 'lu.vim reported on the arrangements for the ".'ew Y rk Conferenc ('If 

the A.C.P.C. to be held at the Hotel Commod re, ~t ber 14, 15 ~nd 16. 

Sermons '7ill be delivered in 54 Churches in th. metropoli t9.n area ; . 
aosemblie,.. will be held at Hew York University, Hunter and Adelphi Collegen. 
Sunday night there will be a Chri tim Youth Conference a t Chriot Church. 
On Monday a Luncheon for Minister::; is scheduled, which a minimum cf 850 ,:Jill 
attend ; during the afternoon there will be an educat r3' ner.rnion, n.t which 
200-250 are expected to be prenent. The program for Tuesday includ s a 
Luncheon for the press and radio, to which appr9 imatoly 100 have been invited; 
and a Dinner, for which 750 acceptancec have already been received, and 
probably several additional hundred will attend. 

ir. Tuvim indicated that after the Conference the acceptances: d re­
funalo will have to be studied carefully . .Among thone who h~ve acc-pted an 
invitation to those sesnions aro importruit p ople wl o had shown no intere~t 
heretofore in our cause. 

WORLD CHRISTI 1 CO.i: jJ ERID~CE 

Mr. Tuvim reported that he \7an meeting rrith some difficul tien in the 
prepar 9.tions for the Vlorld Christian Conference which is schedule,.°' to take 
place in Uashington early in ovcmbcr. Tho Jc;'fish gcncy E:-cocutivc had under­
taken to arrange fo~ delegations from European countrio~ to come to Washington 
for tho Conf oronco. Several cables Hore ,..., nt to London :.. sking whrit v1an being 
done in this connection, but an ~nsPcr has not boen recciv d. To date, 
Swi tzorland in tho only European country which han rcsyJonded. 
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AG fnr the deleg::1tion from Engl 9nd, L rna ~-:int;at e W'lG t0 b one cif t } c 
dele6 ~tes and 5he h ad been endeavoring to come to t h in countrJ, but hr 
request f~r trannport ation priority h a G b een refuned by tho :Bri tis.~ H me 
Office. 

-c".l Ze cJ.la.nd, South .Africa. and ;ustralia will en.ch nend n e r twc 
pc(rple . Th Prime Uinister of Hew Zeal Bid h 9.s promined air trannport ation 
f J.cili ticG. 

There will be delegc:i.tions from 8 or 9, per '.3.p3 10 South .Amcricnn 
countrieG. Th variou:::; provinces of Canada will send delega tions. 

Mr. Tu vim raised th que :::;tion of having fundn mD.de ava i 1 ::; blc to 
en~ ble i im to proceed id.th t.1. e prepa r :.1. tions f0r tl1c 9cnference . Although 
the Je :li3h .Agency Executive h a d abreed to appropri - te a cum f t30,000 f or 
this purpone, tnin money has not been made ~vailablc, 

Afte r some dincunsion '.3. m0tion Ha n adl"\p ted tn the eff ct t h'.J.t t ... 1e 

Executive Committee instruct the rcpre ::;ent ::.tive G of t:10 Jev;isl gc. ncy in t :.._ i ... 
country to request the Ker n H·1yenod to advance t .c.1.e nmount e.ppropria tcd by 
t h e Agency f0r t n e ·1·:0rld ChristL:m Conf erence. 

ATTF.NDAHCE AT MEETI GS OF CHAI~' : OF P.rlLESTI::s CO~,ii,:ISSION OF .Al!IERIC 'J J E.:IS:H 
CO :ITERE JCE 

A lett e r from the Cl a inn~ of t :1c ~ecutive Co ittc of t he_ ,1cric e:.n 
J 8 ninh Conference ':1an rea d, in wh i.cl it v1a n requ e:1t ed t h1 t Rabbi Lr("lk::; t -i n , 
Chairmnn of the Pal octine C01 ,mission of t1 Co nfe r n ee , b invited t 
me eting s of t h e Executive Corr, it tee d pl num of tl G C uncil. r.10tion to 
thic ef f ect was adopted. 

c ~1pt r.tin ':'ulin r crJo rt ed t hat -1:r. ,.7illiom F ndilJer had inform ca. h im of 
a long t f-tlk he h :td h o.d wit}: Dr. I r;'li ah Br r,man (If J hns}I pkinn t'niv rnity . 
Mr. Fondill e r c 9.llcd on l im to :=- sk hi□ to si. ddrc ss a mc;, tinr~ of t~.1.c H-df 1 

Technion group, ond Dr. B('\-m\' '..n initiated a discuGsion on P::i l e ,, tin e: . tie 
s a id h vn s ·m 1dvi:1or t the St :.:i.t Dep '1rtr.1ent on t :1c- P i1 r; tine ·:u e :.-;tif'n, 
thJ t h e lad 3.cted in t h is cap ~.city cince 1919. He ex-or sGed r c8.t indigna tion 
a t articles :1pp e:·.ring in t he ~Jev1 P ::1l cstinc on t :1 m1bject 1.nC:. naid t hL. ::; t " t ,­
mcmt s m·-1.d in the se B.rticles ,;1ere wrong , infl :Jinrn 'J. tory nd wor e c9.u::;inc a 
gr a t dc '11 of ann y :3.nce tc, t :ie St ::3.t c n ,p 9. rtm nt. Furt:1 nn<"rc , r..o indic:it cd 
th t ho h'.:3.d a dvised Prt:. :3idc r.t Roon velt on t l1 P n.l ,ntinc i:-ut..stion in 1343, 
thot Pr .nident Ro 0 sovelt told him tt. __ t ho ... oulci follo , hi G advice, but 
aft rw,trd::; political prensure vras -brouf;,.-.,_t to b .... r on h i n ::1.ml he i :rnucd t h 
nt a t rncnt of Oct ob r 15 , 1944, tn Scn'.).t r ;7agn .r . 

One of t he questions vhich Dr. Bor.mo.n ank cd Mr. :?ondill( r vm.s u:1ct h(, r 
the Zioni:::;t::; h a d ever ms.d.e any o rturea t o tr...e r ~tbG, illld i1ir. Fond.ill c r 
und rto ok to st.nd him m:,t eri ;1.l on this crubj cct. 
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Capta,in Tulin further reported thCJ.t Ur. Fondillor hc.td n.nkod :-dm 
·:1!1ot> er l10 •:;ould be v,illin{~ to mcc t \7i th Dr. :ac 1 .. mt1n. It Yl'ls sugl,e ntod 
tlv1t, '1..lthough Dr. Bo\·,mn.n 1 s n.nt i-Zionist vie·,-:, v1ore v:oll knn 1,m, it 
mit5:t be useful for C=-1.p tain Tulin to see him. 

A report on Dr. ·17eizmannts Cl"'nversation vd.th Mr. Bevin v1as proncntL.d. 
( rm fil o). 

Dr . ·,-:ice r epo rted t:13.t an appo intment •:: itr. Socrot:1ry :B;;rrncs h:.1.d bocn 
roquonted, but no reply had been received as yet, 

:acfcrcnco via::, m;J_de to rumors he,1.rd in °11::J..nhin;·ton tl1 ,t t:10 3ri tis! 
v"Jo ro raisin r,· t :10 quon tion of .AmoricBn mili t ·ir y p:..trticip'J. tion, uven i f only 
r,f - tokon cL.arn.cter; and :11 so t~10.t tl ... f..: mili tn.ry ct r e con::::idoring v1h:1t 
t !1i::; might invol vo. 

In this connection , "Ar. Ep::;t~in referred tr-i .!'."I_ convcrnation ~"- • h:1.d h· ... d 
vii t:i a mili t£try mqn r,ho had been st!1tionod in t .. o ;addle Ea t up to n. abort 
time -.:..g , u.nd n10 had been vc.., r y friendly to our cetu ... c . Eis p csont vio 1,7G 

l')n t l e mili t !Jry noed3 v:ith ro1:/1rd to Pal ntin .. ad undergone a considcr:1blo 
cl.ango . 

A discu::;::,icn follO\iLd on t1 c att itude to b l urg d up n our G vcr nmcnt 
to a requc., t from tJ.10 British 1nr .Arnc ricn.n mili t~ry 11~trticip'.lt ion. 

It \7ar, t b.o con{"!onsu.n f t r:e meeting t L...., t e o f rll •;;inc d ruld be our 
position vin-a-vis our G"v ernmcnt i It in Brit.:..in1 r-; rucp nsibility to 
D.bolinh t l1c "t·,.J.itu Pnp r . Tho l:eu.r E~wt i:::: one of t'.a Briti.,: .. ,ccurity 
zf)non, :i.nd t ho, 1avo l.Lugo forccn t:-.er . There is no need for orican 
intervcmti . n . Furt: or, 70 sl:ou.ld try t pronent to our Govcrnm nt the 
ide a of t .... c United St-9.tc::, offering e con()mic support, ~)nd ank t:1em tC" b 
prep9.rod to tuk tor:.il r e cponnibility by joinini; v;it ~ Great :Srit·:i.in in 
a joint doclurution of f rlicy. 

:BULLETI ~ 

T! e nuggontion ilo.n .1ado t:. t in order to bl"\ in 'l 00ition tc 1----;iv in­
formg,t i on -J..nd ulucidu.ti0n on our r: tt r, it ; uld be advi c.·bl to icnuc 
t\JO or t .. iruo til7lec n. Jeek a printud or mir e f_;r'"•, .1cd "bullotin, edited by tl o 
St9.ff, ·:1h ic}1 rlill g ive t:: f!1.Ct n, an:J.ly z \i:1ri,t is 1J.a.I -ocning ln P ·,.l uct ine 
now , ate . 

It 'i7as t bo c nnonnun t l::1t it vru:; dosir·1.blc to publi nh lm.ch :J. full c tin. 

STREET DEl.~iOFSTRi T IOH 

The question of :1 stroot dGmonstr----tion V!~n 8.g!J..in diccun::cd. It was 
fol t th ·t t her u munt bo further publ i a ct ion : nd it .-r·•. cu g ,cntcd tr 1. t a 
ma.Ge demAnctr::i.tion be a rranged, th' ~l g::i.n to be: S lidrj rity :itl1 t:. 1 Yiohuv . 



..... . -

- 4 -

After discun:don, a m t ·ion , (JD.. :td ptcd to th, effect th!1t the 
C uncil nhould sp nn r a dcmonstr:i.tion f r t}1e mac cc of J enc cf -c,; 
York to exprenn nolidarity with the Yisluv in all it s dcmandc; t l1:1.t w 
m1k:o no c mmi tmen ts a s : o limi tati Jns n . peeche~, sl gans, etc. ; ,,nd 
th~t it be left to a committee t organize the dffnonstrati0n in tle 
hope that the maximum number of Je\'75 will p9.rticip:3_tc. Tl t:l1auc of 
t::10 demonstration is tc, be Solidarity with the Yinhuv. 

It v7an :1greed that it be left to t ~e Staff to n t t }1e exact date 
f&r t~ e dcmonctration ( to be one day in the week f Oct b r 2?.nd), •l no 
th;J. t eff o rtn be made to a rrn.n6e an organized p-~ r £i.do in conn cc ti on with 
t:i.1c demonstration. 

It ,·:as nugge3ted that t ... 1ere be a Chri"tian contingen t in the 
p~LrB.de. 

A further suggection v:it:1 reg;;i rd to addition::1.l a ction to be to.ken 
w·1.s that 100,000 p0ople visit t he British Dnbacsy r.md depooit cardn of 
protest th re. 

1..ATIOlfil PETITIOr-

1r. Sl1apiro reported t h!"-t at tl c \.a. \ d.n t n C nference, 58 loc:J.l 
emergency committee c 1aim en ~. ttendcd a mcctin-· r1hcr , tl,.e question of 
the petition wa:; dincu:::a d. r::icrE: were ot 1.1 r thm ft,ur or fiv ul o 
opok~ in f, )r of u petition. r:i:hey t 1 C'Ught it ·,oul d be : ti-cl· :1ctic n \7• 

The rr:e ting ( djou 1ed ~t 5:30 P. ~. 

• • 
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AMER! CAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETI JG OF EXECUTIVE COi HTTEE 

October 29, 1945 

CONFIDr.NTIAL JO. 64 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the Americcm Z5.onist Emer­
gency Council was held Monday, October 2~th, at 4:00 PoM., at 342 MnC:ison Avenue, 
New York City. 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, (presiding), Gedaliah Bublick, Pinchas Cruso, Urs. 
Judith Gr Epstein, D~t. Israel Goldstein, Urso Sc .. 'nuel Goldstein, Urso Rose Halprin, 
Judge Louis E. Levinthnl, Lou.is Lipsky, Em~nuel Ucu.'llann, Mrso Herman Shulman , 
David Werti~eim, Dr. Stephen S. •!ise , Rabbi Seymour i ,, Zambrowsky. 

Rabbi Philip So Bernstein, Dre Nahum Goldmann, Frofesso:r. Hilton Hc1ndler, 
Judge Bernard A. Rosen'blatt, Ca1:r~ain Abrahrun Tulin, Meyer W Weisgal. 

Dr. Benja11in Akzin, Jacob M,, Alkow, Dr~ Io 13. B8rkson, Gerold Frank, Arnold 
K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P" Hanson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meetings of the Executive Committee held Sept ember 19th, 
September 24th, October 2nd and October 11th, were approved as circulated . 

BEFORT 

Mr. Shapi re, presented a report on action taken since the last meeting of 
the Council held on October 20, 1945. 

1 . Ibn Saud - Roosevelt Correspondence: A memorandum was presented to 
Secretary of State Byrnes on Tuesday, October 23rd, in reply to his press statement 
of October 19th which accompaniea. the publi c c1,tion of the exe,hange of correspondence 
between the late Mr" E.oosevelt and King Ibn Saudb We have rece1 ved very favorable 
comment on the presentation which was reprint ed in fnll in the NE:1 YOEC TI ~ES on 
Oc"'uober 24th. 

2. In the past week our stuff members aided in the preparation of radio 
presentations by friends of our ca.use - 11endoll Phillips speaking against .Ahm0d 
Shukeiri over Station WOR on Friday~ October 26th; Dr .. Carl Voss agcinst Professor 
Hocking on the Chicago Round Table of t ho Air on Sunday, October 28th. 

3. The open air demonstrf'.. tion nt i adison Square Park which took plnce on 
Wedncsdcy, Odtober 24th, was a t rer.iendous success The estimated attend"..nce ,-m.s 
over 250,000 ,based on figures supplied to , :"'. Lipsky - chairmo.n of the meeting -
by the Police lJepartment { ·~i:1Q rmas reported at tenda.o.ce of l , 000). 

4. Preparations nre afoot for the International Christian Conference for 
Palestine, to tclce place in Washington, Thursday and Friday, Novemb r 1st nnd 2nd 
which, although sponsored by the Jewish Agency because of its internr.tionnl nature, 
is being handled by our staff. Representatives from 25 nations are expected to 
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attend and a fine program has been formulated. The conference, if succeesful, 
should have fal'-reaching effectse 

5. Concentrated activity continues throughout the country, Los Angeles 
pla!lning a large outdoor der:1onstration on its City Hall steps on rovem·ber 1st. 
In general , there are heartening repo :-~ts as a r esult of our attempts to give 
exnrcssion tJroughout the country to the Zionist standpoint. 

Dro Silver expressed his deep appreciation for the fine work which the staff 
has done in connection with all the functions thus far. 

LETTER TO~ FUNDS 

ifi.r. Shr:tpi ro reported that al though the fi seal year of the AZEC had expired 
more th~n a month ago, no budget for the ensuing year had been p r epared because 
of lack of timeo He had, on the authorization of Dro 1'lise and Drv Silver, wrl tten 
to Judge Rothenberg, chai.r-man of the Jewish National Fund, and to Ju.dge Rosen lE.tt, 
chairman of the Keren Heyesod, asking them for on advc?.nce of ~00.000 .. 00 fron each 
fund. 

CO.rTFIBMATIOU OF AP.POINTME.1.TTS 

Dr. Akzin: ~ith regard to the question of pemnnent stntus for Dr. il.kzin, 
it was the recommendation of the meeting that Dre .Akzin1s stutus e..n direetor af 
the tf-t;1hington office of the AZEC be for.11ally confirmed. 

Mr. Een-Horin: It wa~' decided to postpone action on the status of Hr. 
Een-Horin until the next regular meeting of the Executive Comm itteeo 

.AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR A FREE PALESTINE - GUY M, GILL T'l211 

Dr. Silver reported the announcement in the NE: YORK TIMES of October 25th 
of the statements made by fo::-mer Senator Guy iflo Gillette a~ a. p~·css confeTence, 
during which, anong other things, he staGeG. (a) t l u.t a11 i1unofficlal delogation11 

including at loas t three r.1enbers of Congress ,dll go to London soon to <U<"CU.Js 
with the heads of the :Bri·~ish Gove:rnmon'ii :plans for opening -1.ihe doors of Pa,~estine 
to further Jewish irnmigrati on and the fou.ndtng 1r.1. Palestine of :in 'i ::.na.e-_t?end.ont 
democratic State 11 ; (b) the difference between the a:.ms of the A.rnE::rican Leag.ic for 
a Free Palestine and the Zion~ st Organizat~ on was that while tho Zior.1.ists wanted 
Pclestino to be an indel'.)endent J ewish State, his orga:iizat1.on wanted it to be an 
indepcndo~ de~ )era tic State in \thi ch there would be no racial or religious dis-­
crimination and in which the majority would rule. 

Dr. Silver stated tha t ,,e must take some definitive action to ca".tse the 
discontinuance of the propaganda i ssu.ed from the e.ti cnn League for a Free 
Palestine which is so harmful to our cause - be it in the fonn of a telegram or 
a press r elease. 

In an ensuing discussi on on Irs~ Halprin•s suggestion th~t we seek an inteI'­
view with Mrv Gillette in order to disc1:ss the situ.at1on with him~ Dro Silve r 
described his experience during his recent visit to Washington. when he tried to 
contact Mr. Gillette on Rabbi Zemach Green' e u:r.gent request that he meet with the 
fonner SenatorG Al though un apj;ointment had 'been definitely scheduled, the meet;· 
ing did not materialize presumably because of a ln.st--minute call from Mr. Gillette 
indicating that he was unexpectedly preoccupied. From a su~sequent call from 
Mr~ Bergson, it seemed obvi ous that the latter had injected himself into the 
situation again, thus preventing the consummation of a. talk with Mr. Gillette. 
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Mr. Lourie reported on his exchange of correspondence with Mr. Gillette 
based on the press re.port of a few weeks ago. Up to the p~esent there has been 
no further definite wcrd as to a date for the suggested meeting betwee~ them .. 

Judge Levinthal related his experience based on his contact with Senntor 
Myers and Joseph Sha1"'fma.'1, two of the members of the p-roposed mission to London. 
Senator Myers had informed him that Mro Gillette is a sincere friend of our cause 
and_ Ur. Sharfmani who conveyed his fe eling that the mission would not materialize , 
had written to Mrc Gillette requesting an interview for Judge Levinthal. No 
objection was voiced on the matter of Judge Lev.i.nthal 's meeting with Mra Gillette. 

Dro Wise expressed his feeling that Mrc Gillette is completely 11 Bergsonized, 11 

that he voted against our resolution as a Senator, and that he is not as naive as 
appears on the surface. 

Dr. Silver then proceeded to read two drafts of a :proposed wire to i r. 
Gillette and asked for suggestions or corrections~ 

It was the consensus of opinion that a wire be sent to Mr3 Gillette, based 
on the seco~d draft reado (Letter sent to Mr~ Gillette under date October 30th, 
and press release dated October 31st, at~ached&) 

TELEGRAM TO PRESIDE1"'T TRUi-1AN 

Dro Silver stated that reports had appeared in the general p:::-ess to the 
effect that a joint commission is to ·~e established under an Anglo·•American agree­
ment on Palestine which will investigate the pos:!. tlon of Jews ~n Eu.l'ope as ,..,ell 
as the situation in Palesti.n&. P:r ~et:ia·~ • ,1ans, the re1JOrt saj d, call for the com­
mission to dJte:i.,nine the nu11ber of displaced stateless or :refugee Jews in Europe 
who wish to settle in Palestineo Political a~pects will also come unQer the 
commission's scrutiny.. The commission is to look into the possibilities of Jev,ish 
immigr11tion into Palestine~ the question of how many Jews could 1·e;na:~n in the 
European countries where they are now li :. ing, the extent to wh~ch ot~1er countries 
could absorb Jewish im.TT1igrants, the posi t:.on ree;a:rcling :prev~.~us pTom:.ses made to 
both Jews w--id Arabs and the r.ieans by whlch the Uni teJ nations Organization could 
help solv the problem. 

Dr. Silver fu:::-tl1e r reported that the Cammi ttee of E~ght had met the morning 
(October 29th) and had discussed at length the impiications of the estal>lisb.mant 
of such joint commission? It was the consensus of that meeting that a telegram 
be sent to President T:ruman and Secret;ary of State :Byrnes. 

Two drafts of a proposed wire had been prepared and the chaiman submitted 
them to the meeting for consideration, point by point. 

During the discussion which followed~ the point was made that it would be 
a breach of protocol to issue a stat cment to the press simultaneously with the 
dispatch of the wire to the President. 

Following discussion,it was decided to send a wire to President Truman, with 
a c:,py to Secreta::.--y of State :Byrnes, incJrpo:rating the material brought up in the 
discussion and, in addition, to issue ~o the press a utateMent on the same subject, 
but differently worded~ (Wire to President Truman,attached). 

It was suggested that copy of the telegraJT1 to President Truman be ca~led to 
Dr. Weizmann and the London office so that London may be app~ised of the action taker 
by us here . 
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A further suggestion was made that our friends in Washington be apprised 
of the contents of the wire to the President. 

RESOLUTION nr CONGRESS 

Dro Silver recalled the action taken at the meeting of the Council on 
October 20, 1945, favoring the introduction of a joint resolution, on c ondition 
that our friends in Washington deemed the time propi tioi.is.. Final a:pvroval was to 
de~e~d on the Committee of Eight. The matter hnd,however,been taken entirely out 
of our hands by Senator Wagner following conversation~ he had had with the 
Presi dent and Mro Byrnes. With the best intentions he ~nd Sei.1aco:r Taft introauceC 
the resolution in the Senate on ]'riday, Oc.-tobe:- 2Sth<> The resvlut:on is a mocti­
fication of the one introduced last year.. Senators Taft and Wag:-.1.E-r showed the 
resolution to both President Truman and Secretary Byrnes who informed them that 
they have no objection to its introduction. 

After he read the resolutions, Dr. Silver r eported that every atte~pt 
would be made to improve the wording of the Resolution9 if and whore possible . 

A discussion ensued on suggested changes in the wording. 

Dr~ Silver stated further that the Comrriittee of Eight had agreed that an 
effort be; made to sound out Senator Connally ti1ho could give us confirmation as 

to th.a efi:.ei.al atti tu.de on the 'i·esmlutj.on& iienal,~rs tl'a.@Iler und Tc:.ft ·would b-m , 

asked to spook with hiti • . 

It was moved and carried that the officers of the .Anerican Zionist EmeI'­
gency Council be authorized now, following the report of the Committee of Eight, 
to proceed in the matter of securing passage of the Resolution which was pre­
sented on Fridey, October 26th, by Senators Taft and Wagner. 

The ~eeting adjourned at 8:00 P?M. 

A. L. 
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The Hon. Guy Mo Gillette 
2737 Devonshire Place, N.W~ 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Gillette: 

October 30, 1945 

I am directed to address to you the following communication on behalf of 
the American Zionist Emergency Council which represents the organized Zionist 
movement in this country. 

On two occasions, recently, the press reports you as declaring - directly 
or by implication - that the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine in 
acco!'dance with Zionist air1s would involve racial or religious discri .. ination, 
and that the Arabs would be excluded from citizenship in such a Statev These 
statements are untrue and constitute a libel on the Zionist cause and the Zionist 
ideal. 

The Zionist movement here and abroad has made it abundantly clear tho.t its 
objective is the establishment of Palestine as a democratic Jewish Commonwealth, 
whose Arab inhabi tan.ts shall be en-titled, not only to full r:gh ts of citizenship 
and to complete eq_uali ty in every other respect ri th their Je~lish fellow ci tizem, 
but. in addition, to group rights in respect of their own language, religion and 
culture. To this Zionism stands publicly and uneq~ivocally cor.:imitted, and all 
its literature, all its political stateQents and the resolutions of its governing 
bodies, dealing with the problem of Arab·~Jcwish relations, ref1:.te your suggestion 
In alleging otherwise, you are oeing misled by a handful of scl~•appointcd Jewish 
epokesmen whose pretensions to speak for tho J o ,,s of Palesd.nc have boon unani­
mously rejected by the authorj_zed representati.ves o.f Palestine Jewcy and by the 
entire Jewish press in Palestine, and w'10 represent ne1 ther the Jews of this 
country nor of any other. 

We have no reason to doubt that you are genuinely anxious to help su.fferinG 
Jewry to find a haven in Palestine and to recreate their ationa.J. Honeland. It 
is in that belief that we coll upon you to correct the damaging statements above 
referred to. 

.AL;NF 

Yours sincerely, 

Arthur Lourie 
~olitical Secreta:cy 
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PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assot'iateJ Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMJ1JDIATE RELFi..ASE 

ZIONISTS ATTACK ALLEGATION THAT ESTABLISHMENT OF JEWISH STA~ 

INVOLVES RA.CI.AL OR RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION: POINT OUT THAT 

ARABS WILL 13E ENTITLED TO EQ,UAL RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP WITH 

JEWS AND .ALL OTHER IHHABITA1'1TS OF l'.ALESTINE 

... --- .......... 

DISCLOSE TEXT OF LETTER TO EX-SENATOR GILLETTE CALLING UPON HIM 

TO CORRECT "DAMAGING STATEMENTS" BEGABD!NG ZIONIST AIMS 

New York -- A Je,.-1ish State in l:'alestine will mean free and democratic 

rights for all citizens, Arabs and. J ~ws aliku, the American Zionist Emergency 

Council, spokesman for tho or~anized Zionist movement in this country, pointed 

out today. 

In a letter addressed to former Senator Guy M. Gillette, the Conncil de­

clrtred that Mr. Gillette was 11 misled" when he repeatedly asserted, either directly 

or by implication, that if a Jewish State wer0 to be established in Palest ine, 

Arabs would be excluded from citizenship or otherwise suffer loss of civil, re­

ligious or group rights . 

Text of the letter, signed by Arthur Lourie, Poli ti cal Secretary of the 

Counci 1 , reads: 

11 Dear Mr. Gillette: 

"I am directed to a'ldress to you the following communication on behalf of 

t he .American Zionist Emergency Council which represents the organized Zioniat 

movement in this country. 

"on two occasions, recently, the press reports you as declaring -- directly 

or by implication-- that the establishment of a Jewish State in Palestine in 

(more) 
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accordance with Zionist aims would involve raci al or religious discriminat ion, and 

that the Arabs would be excluded from citizenship in s1 ch a State . These statement c 

are untrue and co nstitute a libel on the Zionist cause and the Zionist ideal . 

"Tl-ie Zionist movement here and abroad has made it abundantly clear that its 

objective is the establishment of Palestine as a democratic Jewish Common,-.,ealth., 

'"1hose Arab inhabitants shall be entitled, not only to full rights of citizenship 

and to complete equality in every other respect with their Jewish fellow citizens, 

but, in addition, to group rights in respect of their own languaga , reli0ion and 

culture. To this Zionism stands publicly and unequivocally committed , and all 1 ts 

literature , all its political statements and th , r esolutions of its governin 

bodies , dealin with the problem of Arab-Jewish reL .... tiuns, refute your suG,~est i r.: n. 

In alleging otherwise, you are being misled by a handful of self-.,fpointed Jewish 

spokesmen whose pretensions to spea:: for he Je 11s of alest.:.ne havo boon unanimously 

rejected by the authorized representatives of P le ino Jewr,/ and by the entire 

J ewish press in Palestine , antl who represent ne h r the Je,s of this country nor 

of any o her. 

11 We have no reason to doubt that you are gen :ti.nely anxious to help suffering 

Jewry to find a haven i n Palestine and to rcc-r.eR.te their National Homeland. It is 

in that belief that we call upon you to corTcct the domaging statements above 

r eferred to . 

11 Yourn sincerely, 

Ja.rt;h u· Lourie 
Po:i. i i::;1 cal Secretary" 

-3 -
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C01JFIDE1TTIAL liO. 65 

AMERICAN ZIO IST EMERG ... CY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF lvIEETii1TG OF EXECUTIVE COUMITTEE 

November 5, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zi onist 
Emergency Council was held Monday, November 5th, at 4:00 P. M. , at 342 I-1adison 
Avenue , lew York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedaliah :SUblick, Mrs . Chava Cohen , 
Pinchas Cruso , Mrs . Judi th G. Epstein , Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs . Samuel Goldsteln, 
Mrs . Rose Halpri n, Benjamin Itzkowitz, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann , Judge i-iorris 
Rothenberg , Mrs . Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen S. ;'Tise, Rabbi Semour 1. Zambr owsky . 

Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Captain Abraham Tulin, Meyer 111. ·Toisga.l. 

Dr . Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Dr. I . ] . Berkson, Gerold Frank, 
Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 1anson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

REPORT 

Mr. Shapiro reported that the request in our letters to the Je\· ish Nationa] 
Fund and the Keren Hayesod for an advance of 50 , 000 each had already been com­
plied with by the Jewish ational Fund and that the Keren H~esod was expecting o 
take action on this at its next meeting . 

Il-TTEIDTATIO TAL CHRISTIA.! CONFER'ENCE FOR PALESTINE 

Mr. Shapiro stated that the conference which took place in Washin on on 
ovember 1st and 2nd under the sponsorship of the Jewish A ency wa:.1 v 0ry success­

ful . The details of preparation and execution ~ere handled by the staff of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council . The ac ount in the _ EW YORK TIMES of November 
3rd, \vhich set forth the resolutions adopted , served to indicate the fine eff ec 
of the conference at this time . He then asked Mr. Tuvim, who was i.n ch2. r e e of 
arrangements, to present a more detailed report . 

Mr. Tuvim stated that thirty nations ,.,,r ere represented by men and ·.rom .n of 
high calibre , outstanding in their respective communities and professi ons, who 
can be of invaluable assistance to us in our future \'!Ork . The co nf e r ence con­
sisted of a number of sessions, most of them of a business charact e r , a i-Iinisters ' 
luncheon , and a dinner . The Tea on October 31st , with Mrs . Taft presiding, was 
well attended and effective . Thero ~as ood attendance also at the anels . The 
closing event , the Balfour Day Dinner , on Frid3y , marked the hi ,r,;h 3pot of the 
conference and was run on a very high plane . 

A new name was adopted by the Conference, 11 1forld Comr'li ttee for Palestine , 11 

and Sir Ellswood Flavolle 1 of Canada , was elected Chairman , 

An int0resting point , Mr. Tuvim fol t , wv.s the presentation by tho Latin 
American group of a resol ution which it insisted upon putting through , to the 
effect that since Great :Brit ain had fail0d in its exer cise of tho u:andate , it 
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should be taken awey from her and given to a trust eeship group to be set up under 
the Unit ed rations Organizat ion. The British, Australian and Canadian delegates, 
out of loyalty to their Er.ipiro , fought this. At the three luncheons a rranged for 
tho Latin- Amcricon, British and .American groups r espectivel y , the matt er wn.s re­
discussed thoroughl;v and tho Latin-Ame rican group yielded. Thoy wi thdrow tho 
r eso lution only after their spokesman indicated for tho r ecord that his group 
was doing this for tho sake of amity in an int ernational group worki g for Pal os­
tine and that the rescinded resolution remains tho exurossion of their vio ,rs . 

While tho general picture of accomplishment ,,,as gratif•·ing , Mr. Tuvim fol t 
that many deficiencies had boon revealed which should be remedied in future pl ~;.n­
ning . For instance, there was: (1) inadequate stnff to handle sundr;? and spe­
cialized functions; (2) lack of educational work - norpanels for discussion grou~ 
where spcnkors could impart the necessary, desired informn.tion. 

4r. Tuvim was of the opinion that in order to insure the success of this 
significant undertaking, the Jewish Agency should set up a special department 
under the proper direction and with adequate funds. The ponsi bili ties are great 
for it should be borne in nind, he pointed out, that even with the inad quato 
facilities we had , e were able to secure representation from 12 additional nations 
where ,...,e had no functioning American Christian Palestine Cammi ttoe . 

Mr . Tuvim took occasi on to express his apnreciation to the memter!J of the 
staff who helped make the conference the success it was . 

Dr. Silver explained that the functions of the :·.orld Comm ittee for Pales inr> 
definitely f al ls within the realm of the Jewish A ency. The ne ·1 organization will 
be an autonom ous body which Nill work in close cooperation with the American 
Christian Palestine Committee under the guidance of the Je\·lish A ency since it 
is an international group. H point6d out this work will reqnire a competent 
staff to carry it through successf ,u.ly and it is i mportant, too, that we have 
someone ,,,ho knows Latin America well since the growing interest and activity 
there may prove of immeasurable value to us in our work. 

In general, Dr. Silver felt that our pror1aganda should now be dir ctod to 
the non-Jowish public which hitherto has not boon rcachod to the maxir.ium degree . 
Ho emphasized how i mportant it was for tho heads of the Council's constituont 
organizations to convoy to their respective lecturo bureaus tho mossa o that 
whenever a speaker is sent to one of their e r oups in any part of the country, 
arrangements should bo made to have the speaker address a Christian group in that 
city on the sn.me dav. It is far more i mportant, he felt, to r e~ h the no J o ish 
groups these days, e s-pccially in view of tho systematic a roach which the Arab 
r epresentatives in this country arc makin6 to the Christian world. It is urgent 
that we now direct our efforts toward re aching non-Jewish bodi . • 

Mrs . Halprin q_uostion od the soundness of tho req_uest to hav as few Jewish 
people as possible be present at tho conf0rcnce. In her opinion tho stimulation 
gainod from such a meeting would redound to the benefit of tho cause and ~he folt, 
the ref ore, that not ional Hadassah, for example, should have b oon asked to send 
representatives as should have tho othe r constituent organizations . 

DEMONSTRATION IN LOS AUGELES 

Dr . Silver ann unced that Los Angeles had a most successful open air demon­
stration on tho stops of the City Hall , at hich th r e was an est imated attend­
ance of from 10,000 to 15 , 000 . This gathori ng, addressed in the main by nor.-J 1s , 
received fine press comments . · 
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RESOLUTIONS 

Dr. Sil~rcr reported that the Resolutions are now in the hands of tho }I'oreigr 
Relations Cammi ttee . We are in the process of sounding out the r.1embers of t >i s 
Committee and in a few days we should be able to make a report . 

PLAlJ OF ACTION IN COUNECTION '1:lITH PRit.tEJ lHNISTER ATTLEE t S VISIT TO AivIERICA 

The chairman threw the meeting open to a discussion of ways and means for 
utilizing to the greatest degree possible the visit of Prime Minister Attlee in 
America. 

Follo,-,ing discussion , it was decided to · try to arrange : 

1 . A visit to the Prime Minister by a committee of friendly Senators and 
Congressmen. 

2 . A visit, also, by a committee composed of l rtbor l eade rs o.nd Christian 
leaders of the World Cammi ttee for Palestine . 

3. The American Zionist Emergency Counci 1 , through the pro-pe r chc nnols 
should ask for a formal talk with the Prime Minis te r . 

4. The Prime Minister should be flooded \'lith letters fro m all :parts of the 
country . People throughout the United Stat es - non-Jews as woll as J ews - should. 
be asked to write to him while he is in this countrJ . 

5 . A dignified 11 ad" in the form of a Second Open Lott e r to Prime i•~i.nistGr 
Attlee, should be placed in tho nevlSpapers -- esr:ecially in •fo.shington -- ovor the 
signature of our non~-J owish friends. 

Regarding the announcement of the Revision1st-sponsored demonstration IJl cinnc-cl 
in Washington during Mr. Attleo rs visit, it was the sense of the mooting that \'18 

should do nothing to interfere with these plans . 

STATEMENT ON RIOTS IN EGYPT 

T1:10 drafts of a statement to be released to the pr ess on th0 subjuct of the 
riots in Egypt wer0 pres ontod to tho meeting for consideration. 

Following discussion, it was decided to formulate a statement based on 
draft 'ffl, incorporating in it also somo of the points presented in the second 
draft. (See press r oleaso of November 6th , attached) . 

POLL ON ZIONISM 

Tho Committee was informed that on th e initiative of two private indivi­
duals , the Elm~ . Roper organizat ion had. conducted o. poll on Je \,•ish opinion i n 
regard to th o establishment of Pal est ine as a J ewish Stotc . Tho r csulta indi cated 
that sot of those approached ap1, ro·7ed tho Zionist position, 101, wore opi, osed , and 
10% wore unfamiliar or uninformed. A mooting was to take place on Wednesday for 
the purpose of pres on ting the findings formally to the Commit tea for Unity and it 
was agreed that representatives of the Council should attend this meeting . 

CONGRESSMAN SOMERS 

Mr. Alkow r eported thnt he had had a lengthy discussion vrith Congressman 
Somer s who had indicated his willingness to work with us , and that a furthe r 
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meeting with him was being arranged. Mr. Bon Horin wns nlso present nt this moot­
ing awl supJJlied the necessary factual material. 

DR. WEIZMANN 

In connection with Dr. Weizmann I s impending arrival (Dr. W.eizmann ~ad left 
the :previous day on the Q,neen Mary), it ,,,as felt that in vie1·r of the rapidly chari ,­
ing -poli ticnl scene it might be advisable for Dr. 1'!ei zmann to postpone any press 
interviews until after he had met w:i.th his colleagues here and that efforts shoulcl 
be macle to communicate ,-,i th him accordingly. 

STATUS OF MR. BEN HORI _r:r 

It was decided to post11one a,ction on the permanent status of Hr , Ben Horin 
until the next regular meeting of the Exocuti ve Com~;1i ttee. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:20 P.M. 

A. L. 



PRESS RELEASE from 
• AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Assodated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR Ii-: ti; HATE REL:i<' SE 

AI4ERICA...'\J zro .,.IST EM:ERGE1',CY CGU .. CIL CHAR)J:'.S 

11 BF.IT.AI...'1' 1 S L.FLRIAL PCLICY C.AiTCT ESCAPE IT~ Sli;;_F..E F E: -\:,U, 11 

SA.Yf; O} FI cr.i1 ST.A.1'E m.JT 

cw York -- The Arab Lee f..;"lC wo.s h ld Ci rectly rcrpcr.5i ble for tLo r-iot­

ir.g whi h o c 1rred in Cairo , :.,1 mrn.nJ :-i..•i a and ot.te r cit i cs of :E 1 t in a t a t e□ L r.t 

issued todny by the :~irnric.:.3 .. n Zioni3t E1·10re;oncy Ccuncil , wL:.c~1 spoakc for tr e ontiro 

Zionist □ovcmer.t in the United Sato~ 

11 It is now a'uundantl:, clear that tho cutbrca;-:s vo:·o not a r:;_:;c:-.ta1 
... oous 

risin of the maGscs , bit a o.clibcra.te :;:;rn6rur.~ OI!f:i.1101Jred 1 in the t1crd. oi' tho 

which 1nloo:rnd this d.:..s raccf l t·tt,brcak \ ✓ 0:r. o ' t.c-so of thol.. r-ab Lc r 1.0, 1 11eh ha 

boon thrcator ... ing and inviiir!g ju.,t ,..,.:.ch v::.01 11cc fer ao"lo ti..1 0 new, B1Jt tho ul i­

mat o responsi biJ.1 ty eoos further. The Ar-1b Lo t uo it c 1.:2. f . a~ cor::o intc bcin with 

tho blessing and .,UJ1i. rt of Bri ain 1 s Colonial officia .s in tho ✓.i ddic En.st . With­

out that support , not only tho Lcar.1c, but ovl;n tho inJi vLduo.l .. rab ta.tea in that 

aroa could r.ot ho o tc survive .. J3ri:ain 1a i :1pcr:i.o.l olic· in tho llidd.lo Ee.st car..­

not cs capo its hare of blanc for wlrn haG oc ,:urr d o.nd. for wha will continue to 

occur if it pursues its prcac t lino, 1: tl o s c1tor:10 t ;:;aiio 

Tl e full text of tho stato~ont follc13t 

11 ho rioti ng Hhich " cc rrod in Cci ro, in 1 :i.cxo.n .r.'. a nnd i:a other cit. ca 

of Erypt toward tho cl ose of l ast wock waG the natural a d.. inc i t abl o con'"Oy_ttonce 

(m;ro ) 
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of the inflammatory campaign conducted against tho Jewish ational Home by tho 

Arab League in the few months of the Leaguo 1s existence. It is now abundantly 

cloar that the outbreaks wore not a spontaneous rising of the masses but a deli"o-

crate pogrom engineered, in tho words of the Primo Minister of E t, Nokrashy 

Pasha, by 'evil hands. r To stir tho urban ~asses to lawless action was not diffi­

cult. Hungry, discontented and illitcro.tc, the latter were r eadily inflamed; but 

n.s the results show, they were !;!Otivn.ted more by tho desire for loct than by any 

real hostility to Zionism, and eventually they attacked indiscrininatoly tho prop­

erty of Jews and non-Jews alike, including churches. 

"The 'evil hnndst which unloosc_d this disgraceful outbreak were those of 

the Arab League, which has been tl reatoning and inviting just such violence for 

some time now. But tho ultimato responsibility goos further. The Arab Lon.gue it­

self has co□ o into being with tho blessing and support of Britnin'G Colonial of­

ficials in the Middle East. Without that support not only t ho League but evon t ho 

individual Ar~b states in that area could not hope to survive. Britain's i□pcrinl 

policy in tho Middle East cannot escape its share o bla.P.1e for what hns occurred 

and for what will continue to occur if it pursues its present line. That policy 

socks on the one hand for its own purposes to establish and ~aintain tho hollow 

fnccde of a grandiose confederation of tho r cuctionary rc 0 i nos in the Middle Eaot~ 

On the other hand, Britain shows itsolf ready, as a sop to tho delu ions of gran­

deur thus aroused, to bctrey its pledged word to the J ewish pooplo in regard to 

Palestine. 

"There is an inescapable pnrallcl between the appca.set1ent of Munich in 1939 

and the new appeasoncnt to which in r ecent weeks the British Labor Gcvernnent ho.s 

cor.ini tted i tsolf by continuing the iniquitous policy of the Pnlcstine Whi to Paper. 

The fomor was followod two □onths lnter by the burning of the eynago os in 

Gema.ny. The latter has al ready brought in its train the nest ruction of eyn.e.goguos 

in Cairo, tho burning of Jewish books and nurderous attacks on peaceful citizens. 

(□oro) 
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T .c British Governr.ont hns gi von t.10 Arc.'..bs nn cA;ir.1plc in l awl ossnons ; it haa re--

puciatod its oft-•r·cpcatod pledge to honor tho Balfour Declarn.t o!l, vi ole.tcd with 

i l"'!puni ty obligaticns unc' .. ortnkon undor the Mar...c_ate, nnc1. closed tho a.001·s of Palos­

tine in tho f~cP of tho desperate victins of tho Nazls~ 

llTlle England r ,sponsible for this poli(;y is not tho E"'.glnnd which is 

worthy of her own best trad.itions,, We cl1ooso to bcliov8 that that r..0·01or :En6lnnd 

wi]l yet reassert itself . Eut for the Jet:ic-•:C1 poqj10 there in no o·~r1~1 i-Jr:y tha:i to 

go forwardo If procf i\•ore needed ttat accopta:1co by tl e Jews of Palestine of tl:.o 

por.:ancnt ::inorl t-y stc t ~s co~to::platod b~r t!'le 'Wh.i to Pupor \·rnuld be i1 tclerc.:..blo nnd 

i nrJossiblo, that pr of has now been givono 

riNor ,,ill tho J wich peo1)lo be ter:.:-orizod by the mrvnrrcmtcd intrusion cf 

Egypt, Saudi Ar'-'bia, Iraq , or any of tho other Arab statoc into an issue which wo.s 

settled by the u~ LmL:0~1s action of tLe rw.tio:lS of the worlc:1. a quarter of a century 

ago. The Arab st.::'..tec• are in thio nc.ttcr with out lognl ste. ding of any Lincl r'n<.l 

their attitude in r ecent years is certainly fc'.r fror. i'"' in
0 

then a ;1orol voico in 

this issue. P ... l oGtino ,1aa recognized twonty-eicht -~ nrs a~o nnd rennins todny tl o 

one answer to tho p r oblcn of Jewish rn:1tio_1rl ho::olons!losG., Confidez t that tl:c 

cnuse of juatice [.nd internc1tiom1l eood fn.1 th, upon wh:i.ch tho sccui·i ty of all 

n...:.tions is found.ocl, ::u::; t in the end provnil, the Je\11.sh pco le , r,u;rportGd. by :1on 

and won en of ~ood will cvorywhoro, sta:idn Q too.df nst a"'id '.:ill 1 ot f2l tor in tho dny~ 

ahead" 11 

-3C'-
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

November 26, 1945 

CONFlDENTIAL NO. 67 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Monday, November 26th, at 9:15 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Pinchas Cruso, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Mrs. Rose w. Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Dr. Emanuel Neumann , Louis Segal. 
David Wertheim, Rabbi Seymour M. Za.mbrowsky. 

Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Captain Abraham Tulin, Reuven Zaslan.i. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, 
Harry L. Shapiro, Abraham Tuvim. 

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION 

Dr. Neumann reported on the status of the resolution now before the Foreign 
Relations Committee. Our committee - consisting of Mr. Gellman, Mrs. Halprin, 
Mr. Wertheim and himself - had been in Washington that day (November 26th) in order 
to be on hand in the event that any question might arise at the scheduled meeting 
of the Foreign Relations sub-committee on the wording of an alternative phrasing 
of the Resolution, and especially if it became n cessary to indicate where to draw 
the line at which we would prefer that no resolution be adopted. The sue-committee 
had met briefly on November 24th and had decided to take no action until Monday 
(November 26th). Today the sub-committee again failed to report. Senator Guffey, 
whom our committee later saw, stated that he had moved to r eport out of Committee 
the resolution as submitted in the Wagner-Taft phrasing, whereupon Senator Connally 
said his motion was out of order on the ground that there was a sub-committee which 
had first to report and was not yet through. A di~cussion then ensued in Committee, 
during which it appeared, as our representatives learned from another source, that 
the sub-comm1 ttee members claimed to have spoken with President Truman that same 
morning and that he had conveyed to them his feeling that since negotia t ions were 
still in process with the British Government on certain phases of the Joint Com­
mittee of Inquiry now being constituted, including the matter of a time limit, no 
action on the resolution should be taken at the moment. 

After Senator Connally had insisted that the sub-committee be given a few 
more days in which to bring in their report, it was decided to postpone action 
until Monday, December 3rd at which time the sub-committee is to report on what 
ac~ion is to be taken. 

Our committee learned, too, that Secretary Byrnes had offered substantially 
the same opinion as President Truman when he appeared before the sue-committee. 

When our representatives spoke subsequently with Senator Taft, he agreed thai 
this pestponement and the reason advanced therefor was ~imply a matt er of stalling. 
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He ceuld not understand what the matter of a time limit (a suggestion of 120 days by 
the American Government) had to do with the pb.rasing of the Resolution• 

Dr. Neumann stated that our representatives felt that nothing is likely to 
happen next Monday, either. While it is now urged that the resolution be poitponed 
u.til after the Anglo-American Committee has actually been a~pointed, once such 
committee has boen constituted, the President and Secretary of State will undoubtedly 
advanco the further argument that the Congressional Resolution should first await 
the results of the Committee of Inquiry. 

Tho Administration•s tactics were clear. Having accepted this Joint Co~­
mittee of Inquiry, which is in itself a stalling devico, the Administration, especi­
ally at the instigation of Britain, would not want Congress to adopt any resolution 
at all. 

The situation with which our representatives had had to deal in Washington 
revolved about the amended draft, now before the sub-committee, which Senators Taft 
and Wagner had accepted. The sub-committee has been considering various amendments 
to water down and weaken that draft. As fur as we are concerned, one or two of 
these amendments may be acceptable to us provided the essential point of the resolu­
tion is kept. To consider the revisions in detail: 

1. Commendation of President for his action in requesting 100,000 certi­
ficates and his cooperation in the establishment of the Joint Committee of Inquiry. 
This was originally included in the WHEREAS clause but is now to be inserted in the 
llSOLVB) clause. 

In view of the fact that there is insistence on the inclusion of a eommend&-
ion of the President's action (which, according to Senator Connally constitutes a 

test of confidence in President Truman) our reprosontatives felt that it would be 
very difficult to omit roferenoe to tho Joint Committoo. However, if tho Resolution 
will go on to include tho other points we want, tho Resolution might still be 
acceptable as constituting the basic policy upon which the American members of the 
Committoo must operate and as being in the nature of a political and moral directive. 

2. "Peaceful offices" was substituted for the original "good offices . 11 

Dr. Neumann had suggested to Senator Taft as a substitute "that the United States 
shell use its good offices with tho Mnndatory Power." This change clea rly indicates 
that what is meant is diplomatic pressure only. 

3. "Absorptive capacity" -- 11 to the end that the doors of Pales tine shall 
be opened for free entry of Jews into that country to the fulle et extent of its 
aba.arpti ve capacity. 11 The tenn "absorptive capaci ty11 would make the amendment 
unaoceptnble. 

Senatore Taft and Wagner agreed that the phrase "absorptive capaci ty 11 ie 
unacceptable, 

4. "• ••..• so that Palestine mey be reconstituted •.. 11 to replace the original 
11 e.nd there shall be full opportunity for colonization so tha.t they may reconstitute 
Palestine •.•••• " 

With regard to point (1), Mrs. Halprin stated that it would be difficult to 
attack this point as it was hardly possible that the Senate Committee would leave 
out all reference to the Com itteo of Inquiry-. What we might do, however, is to 
seek to change the phraseology, The commendet1on might be of President Truman's 
interost in general terms. 



• - 3 .... 

Dre Wise felt that inclusion of commendation of President frtunan 1s action 
with regs.rd to the Committee of In4uiry was very hannfu.1. Dr. Neumann shared thi~ 
opinion but pointed out that it would be difficult to get such of the Democratic 
senators who are our friends to omit reference to the President's action. 

There was dieeussion also of the inclusion of the reference to "absorptive 
capacity." The omission of the word 11 they 11 (the Jews) in connection with the 
establishment of the independent state was held vital. 

The general 4uestion was then posed whether, assuming that the policy of 
the Administration is to postpone the whole issue. we should decide at this point 
to write off the Resolution; otherwise we must at once bring as much pressure to 
bee.r as we can to put it through. It was agreed that we must follow the latter 
policy and a discussion ensued on the form our action should take. 

Among various proposals advanced were: (1) That communities throughout 
the country approach their senators directly and by telephone and telegram. 
(2) That we initiate a straw vote among the Republican senators who should be 
asked to indieate their approval of a Resolution, thereby making clear r esponsi­
bility for its failure, should it finally fail. (3) We should contact the new 
National Commander of the Jewish War Veterans with a view to a march of vetorans 
on Washington. 

The discussion was summarized as follows: 

1. It is clear that the Administration is stalling because i t does not 
favor passage of the Resolution. 

2. There is slight chance for its success in view of the op-position of 
the Administration and the obstructionist tactics being employed. 

3. It is nevertheloas essential to wago tho strongest fight pos sible. 

4. Apart from all the methods suggosted for a vigorous campaign in rela­
tion to senators and political loadors, the press must be utilized widely in this 
campaign. Our only hope of budging the Administration is by making them realize 
that the "worm will turn11 at some point. They must be made to realize tho r esent­
ment of the Jewish masses and tho facts must be revealed to our people through 
the press. The full story must be given -- that the Resolution was re-introduced 
with the approval of the President and the Secretary; that they had reversed 
themselves; that its stoppage murks the first fruit of the Joint Angle-American 
Committee, etc. This can be done skilful l y through fri endly correspondents in 
Washington. 

CURRENT SITUATION IN PALESTINE 

Mr. Zaslani pointed out that we must get accustomed to the idea that in 
Palestine a physical fight has begun over two main issues: (1) Immigration: 
(2) Jewish right to self-defense. In view of this, the morale of the Yishub 
re4uires the s~lidarity of the Jews in America. It is essential for us to let 
the Jows in Palestine know that we in America meant what we said in the mass 
demonstrations which we staged • 

. He enumerated the following concrete ways whereby we could convey to the 
nshub the knowledge that we stand behind them in this struggle: 

l. The post offices in Palestine should be flooded with cables from 
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·America -- cables o.ddressed to Shefayim, Givat Chayim, Rish:pon, Hogla and to tho 
. llaad Leumi -- expressing our solidarity with the Yi shub. These cables should come 

fro~ tho heads of tho organizatior.s here as well as frcm their constituencies. 

2. Statements should be released to the press reporting that thesn cables 
have been sent. In this connection he suggested that the Yiddish press could be 
~ore effccti ve than t h0 English :pa.pc rs. 

. 3. If possible, we should have war veterans, who have been eye witnesses 
to the incidents in Europe, send letters to the proper sources in Washington making 
inquiry as to what procedure they must follow in order to enlist and go to Pale~ 
tine. 

4. Other bodies would no doubt consider plans for picketing the British 
Consuls and Embassies. 

l3ERGEN-BELSEN INCIDENT 

Mr~ Zaslani explained that the story on the action taken by the British 
military authorities at Bergen-Belsen which came out today, ten days nfter the 
incident occurred, is very serious. It represents a warning to the Jews in 
European camps to be careful of what they say with regard to the Palestine question. 
This shameful occurrence, he felt, should be explained and tied up with what the 
Je,,,s are fighting for. 

DR. -WEIZMANN IN WASHINGTON 

Dr. Wise reported that Dr. Weizmann was contemplating a week 1s visit in 
Washington, but had not yet made definite commitments as to whom he was goinr, to 
see there. Following discussion, Dr. Wise su gested that a committee of the 
Council confer with Dr. Weizmann and convey to him our point of view as to whom 
it would be most advisable to see in the light of pres.ont developments. 

It was the sense of the meeting that this recommendatjon be aecepted and 
that such a committee be appointed. Dr. Wise appointed Mrs. Halprin, Dr. Neumann, 
Mr. Wertheim and Rabbi Zarnbrowsky to constitute a commi ttoo which is to meet with 
Dr. Weizmann at his convenience and p~csent to him for consideration our views as 
to ~nich contacts in Washington would best serve our cause in tho present situation. 
Many suggestions were made during the discussion which ensued bearing on this and 
related matters. Some felt that Dr~ Weizmann should see President Truman and that 
Dr. Wise should speak with Secretary Byrnes. Others, on the other hand, felt that 
Dr. Wise, accompanied by one or two members of tho Council, should see Mr. Truman. 

Rabbi Zambrowsky reported that in a conversation with Mr. Rocenheim, of 
Agudas Israel, Secretary Byrnes had told him, in confidence, that he had pity for 
those who build up illusions about the possibility of a Jewish State. 

He advanced for consideration the thought that it might be advisable to 
invite Chief Rabbi Herzog, who is now on his way to Europe from Palestine, to come 
to .America for political purposes. 

Mr. Segal r0portcd that at a meeting of the Peale Zion the following pro­
posals wore recommended, in addition to those discussed by us. (1) Ask the CIO 
and AFL leaders to arrange a ten-minute stoppage of work as n.n expression of tho 
solidarity of American labor with the Jewish people and the Yishub; (2) Call upon 
tJio Jews in America to awly for visas to Palestine so that tho State Department 
mey know that there arc thousands of people in America who arc willing to go to 
Palestine, to livo or be killed there. 

Following a ref erence to, and briof discussion of, the possible membership 
of tho Joint Committee of Inquiry, the meeting adjourned at midnight. 



" CONFIDENTIAL NO. 68 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

November 30, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Friday, November 30, at 12:30 P. M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephens. Wise (presiding), Gedaliah Bublick, Pinchas Cruso, Mrs. Moses 
P. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Dr, Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samuel Halprin, Dr, Emanuel 
Neumann. Louis Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Jose~h Linton, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge 
Bernard A. Rosenblatt; Captain Abra.ham Tulin, Meyer Weisgal. 

Jacob M. Alkow, Dr. I. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank. Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 
Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Abraham Tuvim. 

INTERVIEW WITH MR. ICKES 

Dr. Goldstein reported on an interview which Dr, Akzin and he had had with 
Mr. Ickes on Thursday, November 29th. (See file for full report). 

As a result of this interview, Dr. Goldstein submitted the following recom­
mendations for consideration: 

1. That we launch a publicity campaign in order to make clear to the 
American public that American oil interests in the Middle East will not be jeop­
ardized by American support of a pro-Palestine program. 

2. That we communicate with those individuals in Washington who were 
suggested by Mr. !eke$ in the course of his conversation. 

It was suggested that this be referred to a committee consisting of Dr. !Tise, 
Mr. Szold and Captain Tulin. 

CONGRESSIONAL RESOLUTION 

President Truman's Statement to the Press: The chainnan referred to the 
statement of the President at his press conference, as reported in the papers 
that morning, wherein he said that he no longer favored a Senate resolution 
providing -for the establishment of a Palestine Jewish Commonwealth and 6avo as 
the reason for withdrawing the support he had offered as Vice-President a chan e 
in conditions since the time of its introduction. He said further that if such 
a resolution were adopted now, there would be no need for the appointment of a 
fact-finding body on the Palestine question, 

Dr. Wise presented for consideration the draft of a lettor he had drawn up 
addressed to the President which, if satiefactory, could be sent over the signa­
tures of the heads of the four constituent organizations of the Council, 



- 2 -

In the ensuing detailed discussion various comments and revisions were 
noted for incorporation, the general feeling being that this should be as forceful 
an expression of our reaction as possible. 

It was the sense of the meeting that a statement to the press be issued 
immediately, based on Dr. ·wise 1s draft. (See statement to the press issued on 
the same day.) 

During this discussion it was also suggested that we address a memorandum 
to the President or Secretary of State which would deal exclusively with the 
matter of the Joint Committee of Inqui cy, and which should include reference to 
the various commissions of inquiry appointed in the past. 

It was agreed that a committee should start on the preparation of a thor­
oughly considered document for release at the time of the announcement of the 
composition of the Joint Committee of Inquiry. 

New Text of Resolution as Proposed by Sub-Committee of Foreign Relations 
Committee: Mr. Shapiro reported a telephone call from Hr. Leo· Sack in Washington, 
giving the revised text of the Resolution as .proposed by the Su'b-Cornmi ttee of the 
Foreign Relations Committee and asking, at Senator Wagner ·' s request, for our 
immediate reaction to this new phraseology. 

The new text read as follows: 

WHEREAS the influx of Jewish immigration into Palestine is 
resulting in its agricultural, financial and general economic 
improvement and 

WHEREAS the President and the British Prime Minister have 
agreed upon the appointment of a "Joint Anglo-American Committee 
of Inquiry1 to examine conditions in Palestine as they bear upnn 
the problem of Jewish immigration and the Jewish situation in 
Europe and have requested a report within 120 days; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate (The House of Repre­
sentatives concurring) that these actions of the President are 
hereby commended, and that the United States shall continue to 
use its peaceful offices to the end that the doors of Palestine 
shall be open for free entry of Jews into that country to the 
greatest feasible extent and that there shall be full opPortunity 
for colonization, so th.at they may reconstitute Palestine a Jewish 
Homeland and so that Palestine may be established as a Democratic 
Commonwealth in which all men, regardless of race or creed, shall 
enjoy equal rights. 

A lengthy discussion followed during which the various points of objection 
to the new text were taken up in detail and the following suggestions emerged 
as a result. 

1. Commendation of the President: The wording of the commendation as 
contained in the text under discussion with detailed allusion to th e Committee 
of Inquiry was unacceptable. We should only agree to commendation of the President 
if covered by a vague reference to his interest. 

2. "•·••··••and that the United States shall continue to use its peaceful 
offices ..... " The introduction of the word "peaceful" was unsatisfactory since it 
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bore the inference that a possible military intervention had boen sought. In its 
place was suggested: "•·•···•and that the United States shall continue to us e its 
good. offices with the Mandatog Power ..•• 11 which indicates clearly that only the 
diplomatic efforts of the United States are sought. 

3. 11 ••••••• for free entry of Jews into that country to tho greatest feasibl e 
extent .•..... " This was regarded as wholly unacceptable. The word 11 feasible 11 was 
susceptible to any variety of interpretation and might have a most dangorous effect 
in limiting Jewish immigration. 

As a substitute formula it was suggested: 11 •••••• for free ont ry of Jews into 
that country to the maximum extent of its economic potentialities ••.. ". 

It was pointed out that the only change acceptable in the originnl Taft­
Wagner phrasing, in consonance with the spirit of the Mandate, woul d be an nllusion 
to the 11 economic absorptive capacity" aspect. 

4. It was also suggested thet there be inserted after 11 full opportunity for 
colonization, 11 the phrase 11£!:ld developnent." 

5. 11 ••• so tha t they may reconstitute Pru.entine a Jewt sh Homel and and so 
that Palestine may be established cs a Democratic Commonwealth ..••.• •• •• • • 11 

It was the general feeling that this wording would defeat the whole purpose 
of a Resolution and constitutesa reversnl even of the position the United States 
Congress had supported heretofore (Congressional Resolution of 1922). If the 
original Taft-Wagner phrasing, which is that to be preferred, cannot be retained, 
the following alternative is proposed: 11 •••••• so that they may reconstitute Pales­
tine, the National Home of the Jewish people, ae a democratic Commonwealth •..••. 11 

A revised draft of the Resolution embodyin the changes sugr,eGted in tho 
course of the preceding discussion was then prepar ed and given further considera­
tion. 

In the discussion which follm ed varyin opinions were expressed. Mrs. 
Halprin felt that our discus sions had s erved to prove the.t we must adhere to the 
original Taft-Wagner phraseology except, possibly, for the inclusion of a commenda,-
ti on of the President, and revision of the term "peacef 1, 11 A contrary point of 
view was expressed by a number of others present to the efTect that while we have 
had to deviate from the wording of the original Taft-Wagner Resoluti on, it was 
questionable whether the revisions were so far-reaching as to make i t advisable 
for us to break on them and reject the Resolution entirely, 

In order to put the matter to a vote, the following motion wns made and 
carried, with Mrs. ·Halprin dissentin~: 

MOVED THAT IF THE TAF:r-WAGNER RESOLUTION CANNOT BE ADOPTED 

BY THE SUBCOMMITTEE .11AS IS, 11 W.i!i OFFER THE FOLLO ING REVISED 

DRAFT AS OUR IRREDUCIBLE t I IMUM: 

Therefore be it RESOLVED that the Sen·~te (The House of 
Representatives concurring) approves of the interest shown 
by the President in the solution of these :problems and recom­
mends that the United States shall continue to use its good 
offices ·ri th the Mandatory Power to the end that the doors 
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of Palestine shall be open for the free entry of Jews into 
that country to the maximum extent of its economic potentiali­
ties and that there shall be full opp~rtunity fo~ coloni.-w 
zntion and development so that they may reconstitute Palestine, 
the National Home of the Jewish people, as a democrat:i.c Common­
wealth in which all men, regardless of race or creed, shall 
enjoy equal rights. 

The chairman authorized this revised draft to be sent to Senator Wagner 
while informing him that we would still prefer the original Taft-Wagner Resolution. 

Attention waa called to the necessity for having representatives of the 
Council in attendance in Washington to be available when the meeting of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee takes place on Monday, December 3rd. 

JOINT COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY 

Mr. Wertheim reported that at a meeting of the Central Committee of Poale 
Zion the matter of boycotting the Committee of Inquiry was discussed. It was 
the consensus of opinion of this meeting that a cable be sent to the Central Com­
mittee of the Poale Zion in Palestine advising them that in the view of the American 
body it would be inadvisable for the Jewish Agency to refuse to appear before the 
Committee of Inquiry. 

Mrs. Ep~tein stated on behalf of Hadassah that she had sent a wire to 
Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise on Friday, November 23rd, to the effect that Hadassnh 
would like its position made known to the Executive, that given tho minimum 
possible for cooperation, it was for the best interest that we present our case 
before the Committee of Inquiry. In order to ensure receipt of the wire by 
Dr. Silver before his departure for Palestine, she had reRd it to him over the 
telephone. Dr. Silver had indicated that he could not see/~r why Hadnssah should 
make its position known separately to the World Zionist Executive. The Executive 
would be taking action on this matter and he would like to have the American 
Zionist :Emergency Council, as a body, express itself. If Hadassah is in the 
minority, that minority position could be made known to the Executive. Mrs. 
Epstein added that this meeting of the Exe cu ti vo Commit tee wafi the last opportunity 
for expression of opinion on the matter, but Dr. Neumann expressed the view that 
the Executive in Jerusalem would not take action on this matter until the names 
of the members of the Committee of Inquiry have been announced. It was agreed 
to refer the matter to a special meeting of the Executive Committee. 

DR. WEIZMANN 

Dr. Wise reported on the meeting which our representatives had had with 
Dr. Weizmann in connection with his f6rthcoming visit to Washington and also on 
the appointment which had been arranged for him with President Truman. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 P.M. 

A. L. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECu.rIVE COMMITTEE 

December 7, 1945 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Friday, December 7, at 9: 00 A.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

!'RESENT 

Dr. Stephen S. Wise (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Pinchas Cruse, 
Mrs. Judith G. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Dr. Israel Gold.stein, •1rs. Rose Halprin, 
Rabbi I ax Xirshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Dr. Emanuel Nemn,ann, Louis Segal, 
Mrs. Herman Shulman, David Wertheim. 

Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein, Judge Bernard A. Resenblatt, Captain A\raham 
Tulin. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Gerold Frank, Arn.old K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold 
P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro. 

LETTER OF MR. VAN PAASSEN TO "NEW YOBK POST 11 

It was agreed that the present status of the action pending between 
Mr. Van Paassen and the Emergency Committee to Rescue the Jews of Europe be ., 
ascertained: also that a personal letter be written to Mr. Van Faassen repudiat-
ing the statements contained in his letter to the "New York Post." 

JOINT ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE CF INQUIRY 

Mrs. Epstein reported that Hadassah had given a good deal of consideration 
to the question of Zionist participation in the work of the Committee of Inquiry 
since Mr. Bevin's statement had been issued. It was the opinion of the great 
majority of the Hadassah Board that it was not in our best interests to boycott 
the Committee. It wruldmake a very bad impression on the American public since 
they were not aware of all the factors involved and it would seem to them as if 
we were afraid to present the full facts to the Committee. Mrs. Epstein referred 
to Dr. S1lver 1s public statement at the Atlantic City convention that he would 
oppose participation in the work of the Committee of Inquiry. In the light of 
that statement and of Hadassah 1s ovm opinion on the subject, her Board had felt 
it necessary to convey to Dr. Silver and to the other members of the Executive 
who were going from America to the meeting in Jerusalem, Hadassah 1 s point of 
view. A minority opinion ~n the Board was represented in the E~recuti ve Co:n­
mittee of the Council by Mrs. Shulman. 

Mr. Wertheim stated that the Peale Zion had also com~ to the conclusion 
that a boycott would be a very dangerous procedure and they had d eided to 
inform the Central Committ e ·or the Foale Zion in Jerusalem of their views. 

Dr. Berkson said that wile it was clear that the cards were stacked 
against us and we should state publicly our objections to the Committee and 
our feeling that it was intended as a means of discrediting the Zionist cause, 
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the fact, nevertheless, remained that we would, in his view, not be able to avoid 
giving testimony. We must therefore use the occasion to present the strongest case 
possible as a means of appealing to public opinion. 

Mrs. Shulman felt that the Committee should be boycotted and that we should 
earry cur case straight to the public. 

Mr. Cruse expressed his support of the view of Mr. Wertheim and Mrs. Epstein. 

Mr. 13ublick said that nothing was to be gained by testifying. He felt that 
the statements issued by Mr. Bevin and Mr. Truman precluded any chance of our 
obtaining anything from the Commit tee. He uzged that a recommendation to this 
effect be sent to Palestine. 

Mrs. Halprin remarked that among the Arabs, too, there ,,,,as a di vision of 
opinion with regard to participation. In sup~orting the majority point of view 
of Hadassah, she urged that there should not be an attack on the membership of the 
Committee. but on the principles upon which the Inquiry was based. 

Mr. Segal said that we hate the Committee and do not want it. But the fact 
was that it was there and its findings might have an affect upon our fate. Our 
testimony would represent a public statement of our case so that people the world 
over would lmow what that case was. 

Mr, Gellman said that no official position had been taken by the American 
Mizrachi Organization with regard to participation, but coming as he had recently 
from Palestine he coulc. say that they were sick and tired there of compromises. 

Dr. Goldstein said that he saw no point in the discussion if Foale Zion and 
Hadassah had already come to the meeting bound by the decisions of their organiza­
tions. 

Mrs. Epstein indicated that the Hadassah members of the Council were not 
bound and that one of them differed in her opinion from her colleagues. 

Rabbi Ki rehblum felt that 1 t might be unwise f o-r us to adopt any recommendar­
tion, for if it turned out that our view was in conflict with what the Executive 
in Jerusalem were to decide, the decision of the Executive would to that extent 
be weakened. 

After further discussion, it was agreed that an opportunity be given to the 
z.o.A. members on the Executive Committee to consider the question so far as their 
group is concerned, and to take it up again at a meeting the following Monday, 
December 10th. 

CONGRESSION.AL RESOLUTION 

Captain Tulin reported that Mrs. Epstein and he had gone down to Washington 
on two occaeions since the last meeting to keep in touch ,ith developments on the 
Resolution. On the second occasion Dr. Neumann had also taken part . They had had 
before them the draft which was to be presented by Senator Groen on behalf of the 
Sub-Committee. 

Captain Tulin had first spoken to Senetor Taft and had indicated to him our 
objections to the various points. At the h ginning, Senator Taft had remarked that 
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he felt that we were being too technical. But he saw the points i~rnediately when 
they were explained to him: 

(a) As regards the inclusion of the commendation of the President, 
he said that what had happened was that the President had 
suggested to Mr. Attlee that the 100,000 be admitted on the 
basis of certain facts. The British said that the facts were 
otherwise. Under those circumstances, it appeared reasonable 
to appoint a Committee of Inquiry. He felt that it would be 
impossible to elictinate this reference. 

(b) The use of the tenn 11 peaceful 11 offices was regarded as impera­
tive by Senator Vandenberg. 

(c) Senator Taft agreed with our criticism of the phrase "to the 
greatest feasible extent 0 in connection with Jewish irmnigration, 
He would urge a change along the lines suggested by us. 

(d) He also agreed with the criticism of the concluding phraise with 
regard to the establishment of a Jewish Home and accepted our 
own wording. 

Senators Tunnell and Wagner have also been seen. Dr. Akzin and Mr. Sack had 
discussed the matter at length with Senator Wagner and had also taken the occasion 
to communicate with Senators Mead and ]'1x-l~ley. Senator Wagner subsequently informed 
us that the Sub-Cor.1mi t toe would take thE; matter up again and that Senators Wagner 
and Taft would be given the opportunity of appearing at that meeting. 

Dr. Wise had also been in Washington and had seen Senators Connally, Green, 
Austin and Wagner. 

Dr. Neumann also reported on his visit to Washington. He remarked that when 
he was there on Wednesday, he had found the atr.10sphere poisonecl b;t the statements 
of David Stern and Lessing Rosenwald in connection with their meetings with the 
President. By way of counter action, a statement was drafted for Senators Taft 
and Wagner dealing with the question of the Jewish State, which had been delivered 
to the White House on Thursday and which would be issued by the Senators to the 
press for publication on Saturday. The statenent was read and received the wann 
approval of the Executive Committee. 

The Senate Sub-Conr.1ittee had not met owing to the desire of most of the 
members to be present at the testiriony before the Foreign Relations Committee of 
General Hurley. The Sub-Committee would neet on tho following Monday or Tuesday, 
when our representatives would again have to be in attendance. 

A prolonged discussion followed on the wording of the revised draft Resolution 
as approved at the previous meeting of the Executive Committee. An alternative 
fonnula, should the need arise for a substitute for the concluding sentences, was 
accepted as follows: 

"So that they may freely proceed with the upbuilding of Palestine 
as the Jewish National Home and establish it as a dernooratic 
Commonwealth in which all men may have equal rights." 
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SUGGESTED "BILL OF INDICTMENT" 

Mr. Segal referred to a conversation he had had with Mr. George Blakeley. 
Mro Segal suggested that we should establish a committee of distinguished lawyers 
who should prepare, on a dr8I!latic scale, a Bill of Indictment against England for 
it• Palestine policy. It was agreed that Captain Tulin, Judge Rothenberg and 
Judge Rosenblatt should look into this suggestion. 

PHELPS AD.AMS ARTICLE IN THE "NEW YORK SUN" 

Mrs. Epstein referred to an article which had appeared in the "New York Sun" 
by Mr. Phelps Adams, which discussed "The Jewish Vote," arui reported alleged st e.te­
ments of Zionist representatives. She felt that the line there adopted was most 
unwise since the ~eneral public did not understand all the nuances anu would ~is­
interpret that kind of approach which was, in fact, a gift to the Council for 
Judaism. 

Judge Rosenblatt expressed himself in full agreement with Mrs. Epstein as 
did Mrs. Halprin. 

A contrary point of view was offered by Mr. Wertheim and Dr. Neumann. 

It was finally decided to discuss the matter further at a subsequent meeting. 

ARTICLES IN "LIFE" MAGAZINE AND IN 11 TH-r1 1rA.TION 11 

It was agreed that an appropriate reply be prepared to the artiole which 
appeared in the current issue of "Life 11 magazine and also that the Local Emergency 
Councils be invited to send protests against misleading statements of fact and 
misinterpretations contatned in the article. 

Dr. :Berkson also refel"red to the article by I. F. Stone in "The Nation, 11 

supporting a bi-nationalist solution, which called for an analysis and a reply. 

MEETING OF DR. WEIZMANN WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN 

A very brief report was given by Dr. Wise on this meeting, and it was agreed 
that Dr. Weizmann should be invited to attend the next mee ting of the Committee. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:15 P.M. 
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"ERICAK Zio~rrsr:: E,1ERGE1 CY COID CIL 

ET I -G 0..., EX...,,crmrv1:i CO'-."H,, rmm.1.E~ vi INUTES OF !::E...; .IJ J! • .tJ ul .r:.i 1:.w -

Decembe r 10, 1g45 

A special meeting of the Executive Co□mittee of the eric1.n Zicni:::t 

:Emergency Council 'f!::l held Jfonda.y , Deccr::ber 10, ·J.t l ... M., ~i t 342 ·.:-~.di so1 : e .ue , 

ew York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. i se (pre,..idinr,), Ged,1.lia Bublick , Pi ,hg,s Crn,..o, 

Dr. I s r ::i.cl Gold .., t in, R.tbbi M: .~ir_,h-bl'nrn , Dr. En,:1.rmel Keur.1'.inn, Judge :.:orri:; 

Rothenbe rg , Mr s . nern1-:1n Shulr:13.h, D:ivid ·.7ert }: eim. 

RB.bbi Phi l.ip S. Ben1:::tP i n , Eli'3hu Bpstei!1 , I.L. Ke_ e , Jo,..eph Li t n, 

R:1bbi Jo'"'eph H. Lookste in, f,:iss Dvor-9. Rothba rd, Cuptc-dn br:_h . Tulin, r/J.eye 
ifoi :::gal• 

Dr. I.]. Berkr.on, Gerold ~rank, Ar1old K. I,rceli, Art~ur Lorie , 

Harold P. anson , Harry L. Shapiro 

Dr. eumnnn repr,rtod that the Su.b-Co:ir:ittee of the Forei rn Rel'J.tion::: 

Committee , whi ch is meetin tern rro.'7, D c t·.1b r 11, 1945, l:~ .. ~ 'lgrc du on tho 

text of t'1e Resolutio v;1. ich \te 11~1ve su1::□i tted. e1~·1.tor~ ~.\'ag1 er '! .d T'.lft -1. re 

meeting v:;i th tl:e Gub-Cor. . it te t c.r:io rro~, , a d t~1c Sub-.Cc::-.r1i t tee ho a. 1.l. o invited 

the spon:m rs of the Re"ol tio1 of t J.e 'J..1eric~ Le·1.1::,-uc , Sm1'l.tor:, To CY 'md l J' .r-, . 

Repre~:,ent a tives f the Council vmuld hu.ve to be ir: ·.i!;t.'hir ctc11 to:. rr ,;, to be 

i n touch -:i th t_1e i tu£ttion . 

Dr. Neurn::mn further reported t ... 1s.t Tuel ""e Levint~1.nl h:1d hP.d :1. t-3.lk ·;,·ith 

Senato r ., yer3 o.nd had suc ceed#d in obtn.i..ir ... g hi'.' nupj..io rt 1or our Ro0olut i on on 

the gr ound hStt i t v1a.3 better t L· n t·v,t irtro c db 7 _ im :clf. J dee L viLtii•tl 

i. p r ep red to be in ~·i:1sl1in--·to1 tor:1orrov.1 , :1: ... d it i:-; hit:}11 in~port -1.t • Jt .1e 

see Sen'lto r ,1yers bcfor 11 Lttt d[; t e eeti t:" • It ,;,·a., i.p rt:.int too tl 'lt 

SerJ.ato r Tobey Rl so be ~'Jon 0V(•r tu our s i de . Jud . - Lovi. .. t1 11 :1:1d ·Jl ,,o ot ·.tith 

"r . DB.vid Stern, :i£'O s em3 blfuddled or t;1e e~1tire q1 .r;t i on , - i.,., pril.arily 

irJ.terested i n t}1e adni ~,'"' i on of 10 ,000 ti' -.'3 i to P ::i.l :-:ti1.e . Jud.?"o c>vinth,~l 

felt th:1t if w could 3.ffo rd :.:r . St1.;r . c: e opportu1 ity fer being , ctivo ur...der 

our auspic e::; , r .. e would. be re n.dy to .. ork 'Jitl .... . 

r. Li! ton stc1.ted t t Dr. r;oiz□::mn hn.d h·td a 1 nc talk ,.-fith fr . ste:rn . 

·• il e vfr , ot rn i~ very a xiou:-:; to r:i.ke :.1. cmt ri Lut i o to c·is'1 ,ffo rt.,, h 

i~ r. t well a cquainted -,ith the pr ol , • Dr. ',"ici an lad ir vited l1ir.1 to cone 

to Ne York to vi oi t ·1.i t... hi□. 

JOI T GLO- ERIC 

h. diGcussion nsued r e ardi r-, t:1e follo~1inc r:ien appointed to tn.e 
Committee : 



- 2 -

.AMERICAN 

Judge Joseph Hutcheson, Houaton, Texas, Chainnan 
rank Buxton - ]oston Herald 

James G. 1acDonald - Foreign Policy A sc ciation 
Oliver Max Ga rdner - Fonner Governor of 1 orth Carolina 
William Phillips - Fonner Ambassador to India and Italy 
Frank Aydelot te - Former President of Swarthmore and at 

present head c-f the Schoel of Adv;:.mced Studies 

BRITISH 

Sir John Singleton, High Court Judge, Chainnan 
~ilfred P. Crick - Economic Advisor to Midla d ]ank 
Richard H.S. Crossman, M.P. 
Lord Mo rrison 
Sir Frederic Leggett , Under Secret~ry in Labor Ministry 
Maj r Rebinald E. Manning..~em-Buller, '1 .P. 

Mr. :Bublick advi sed tha.t Mi zrachi had definitely decided a ainst co­
operation, includinG testifying before the Cor:imi tte . 

Dr. Neur:iann s , ated that at a. meetinG of z.o.A. representative:; ori the 
Council, the consensus of the majority ,,:i.s -Ca.inst recocnizing the Corir.iittee 

r cooperating with it, Five members of t e z. o .. opposed appearinr, before 
the Committee - Judge Rothenberg, fir. :B"'risch, Dr. N um9nn, rtfl.bbi Miller ::md 
Rabbi Feuer (the two last n med r ecordinf:; t eir votes in ab sentia) . Dr. 
Goldstein had not t Gken a defi ite po ition . J dgc Levi thal t ~oue:ht wo 
should testify, but did not think it wi se to s .nd a y advice on the r:iatte r t 
the 7orld Executive. Mr. Tuli had also been re~unt 0.nd spoke in f 8.vo r of 
presenting our case to the Cammi ttee. 

Mrs. Shulmm stated that Hadassab felt very stron ly that we 1 ould co­
operate vlith the C r:1mitteo unless ruch names were r:10ntior.ed a,.. would make it 
irnpo'"'~ible to cooperate . Mrs. S:-.i.ul nai als st9.ted thq, t Hadassflh v1as i n f avor 
of the :Emergency Council advioine the -r·orld Executive to co perat nith the 
Commit tee. 

Ju e Rothenberg otatcd that previous expcrienc with Co~mis ions f In~uiry 
showed t at while they nay have been f avora'ble at the bet;innin ·, in th r sul t 
they al ways turned out adversely. s concerns tne .Ar.1erica.n m rabers of the 
present Cor.mlittee, hE, a.srnmed tl at they woul d app ro n.ch the subject ir:1p c1. rtially; 
however._ he doub ted whether the British 1:1er.1bers would d so sir c t :wy have bee 

electea. and influenced by r. Bevin who ha al r eady p rejudge d the r e:ru.l t of the 
findings ~f the Co□~ittee , and who is hostile towards us and de3irou~ f li-
q_uidati g Zionism. Regardles of v.h9.t position the 1.7 rld Executive tru:e3 on 
the quer:ition of appearinc; bofore the Cor.1r.1i ttee, Jud e R then berg feels thn.t 
.American Zioni~m should adopt a hichly critical att i tudc towards the Corm:11 ttee, 
and that we should iri1rTiediately give notice to the world tat we ,n.11 be r eady 
to challenge any adv rGc decision which may be made. This would n~t r,rcclose 
the pGssibility of our presenting our facts. 

Dr. '1i ee stated that since Mr. Eliezer Kapl9.n is expected here within 
the next few days , it would be wise to wait until we have his rep rt before 
taki ~ any v te on the matter of cooperati n with the Corr.mittee. 
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Dr . Goldstein moved that we make no reco~nendation to tho ~xe rlivo . 
After discussion, in the cour~e of \v ich Dr , Philip ::2crnstein mo,red as an 
amendment that action be doforrod until the next oetin "' , by;; 'hich tir1c we 
might have more infcrnation , rr . Wiae stated that it ~ns the cons enGus of 
opinion hE.t no action be taken at this time to make any r •C; corimonrlation to 
the .l!ixocutive . 

A strttement was read, ,:,rr:i ch had. been preparod in the form o: n 
to be sent to the President , in connection TTith the Mn01mcnment of 
ship f the Joint Co□mittee . 

0le run 
he r.nnbe,r-

It 'Vas su ~es ted that the forn be ch,:inPnd to n, consinora 1, 7 r, .ortcr r,tatn­
ment. with an annex listing the varir::us Conmisr.;ions anll Inquiries th r. .~ho t the 
yea.:::·,j • Wo should :1.lso su ~ges t that Pn.le :1tine , for its size , is the rrio'"'t in--
ves \ • e;r1tod terri t0ry in the ·,rnrld , It r.as had. thirtenn d.if oront in 1irios 
since the Balfour Docl a rati0n. :re s'h011lcl r"itcrate o .ir 0'bjoction.~ to t'I-J , , hole 
procedure and. onr c nvi ti n that its 1m•lerlyinf' p rpose was to liquidnto the 
Jewish National HcI"lo . ''It r.ras not ;:m innuir:, b lt n.n executi on.'' 

It '7as a.greed t hat a re\'"isod. statm1cnt bo prepared and. issued.. 

CONGRESSIONAL lt~S01 ION ( DISCUSSION r.&s .i'\3D) 

It was ur~ed th 1.t tho strrm,c:;cst :nonoi b le effort to obtF\.in pr:is'"~.Fc of 
the Reso l uti on throuGh Conf ess rr:ur:;t no':.r re mrvle . In this conncctirn ofcren ee 
was made to c1.n <1,pprcach by on::i of our frioncls t Governor Dm,cy ··•ho ""'c1.3 

a-pp1.rently ar xiouc, to be helpful . 

A number of oth1.,r s .·eBticnc for ~tc ti rin 'iii ro nf:~e ed , inc1,F1in P.. ro­
ne7.ed cNJp:\i _ n of telcgr,ws nnd let tors fron nll -rcr t o countr; to mcr::oers 
of tho Foreien Re lations Con□ itteo , 

Doubt r;a.s expressed , 1 ovrnv .r , on the br1sis of inforr:t'l.ti0n received f on 
Mr . Edv,ard KFtufmnn , if s 1ch telor-;r.11'1s u0ro er:r o;fectivo at the no,. ,cnt . 

trs . Shulnn.n , on the b'lsis of Hadc1.ssah 1 s e puri nee , 'lncl ( • ~1:'1piro 
added thn.t this tc r ... ni uo h::i.ti or t l~ t 'r·1c boi.n.- ·,··:eLnd Gn.t,irn.tir;n ;,n,1 thn.t 
there was rei=; istRnce fron tho connuni ties to · i runlmod tole ~rnn c .911-p.1.ifrn . 

It ':✓as s11.g osted , hoTTu rcr , th1.t cnr·1unic:1.t .. nns f:ror.i persons of ir:­
portance misht be very effective . 

FU. S 

1 e . at t er ()f f 1nds is to bu a.con up rrt t}· o next r.cct in~. 

i~ICL£ IN 11 LIFE 11 r<AGA CJINE 

Mrs . Shulnqn st:i.tnd that Iad .1.ssn.h '78.G ~ery n 'l.Ch onco no 'l •• 011 t r pu li­
ci ty bcin:_- ?i vcn to ho 1uc. t inn 0::' enc()' r '1.~ inF~ ir 1n irr"t i0n t 0 P 1,lcB t ino :fror.i 

i S• thP, r, , .... nnor in • hich thi,... n..c.l -ocon c.li st rto1 in t .c Ar.1cr en, ne ro ore '" 
editorin.l in ''Life." It '.7aR crun.tin.; n.n is'~uo 1,r.J• ... i h •·ms _Do i. <UnF~ RT1l"'l1niti n 
for our cnc. ,ies, Thn r.i,r:ttte s}-:0 ,11 11 bo u.iscus.,ocl ,;-;ith :iJr , \loiz .. R.nn in iow of 
his f rthcoMing n,d res tn He h~lutz, 

Dr. ·.visa stated thn.t tho □n.tter ,7ould b 1.1 dis.,..•· .. ~s :. d n.t the next r:icjtin • 

The meet in ~dj urned rtt 2 : 50 P. 1, 




