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COPY 

Mr. Emanuel Neumann 
Emergency Committee for Zionist Affairs 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York, !-J. Y. 

My dear Emanuel: 

February 5, 1946 

And so now Norman Ben twich has come out as a stooge 
for the Colonial Office. He, too, makes the grandiose act of 
self-sacrifice for the Jewish people -- when nobody has asked 
him to do it. The Jews are now to sacrifice their national 
pride and prestige (~s if that is all that is involved) for the 
sake of the greater cause. After the war, we shall be asked to 
sacrifice the "Zionist" State (the new name for the Jevtlsh 
Homeland) for the sake of peace in the Near Fast or world peace 
generally. Everybody is either sacrificing us or is asking of 
us to sacrifice ourselves .• 

What is behind Professor Bentwich I s betrayal? 

Very cordially yours, 

AHS:BK 

-------



,. / 

BOTE 01 CONVDSATION BJ:TVED J, DR. SILVER AND MR. LOURIE 

Hotel Pierre, .Anguat 1, 1946, 2130 P.M. 

1 started off by saying that morally ve had suffered severe damage as a result 

of recent eventa in Palestine and that it had given strength to our enemies and 

troubled our friends. In this connection, he intimated that he had been receiving 

a good deal of correspondence. Be felt, also, that our attitude on the loan had not 

been helpful. Be went on to suggest that in view of the consultations which would 

be taking place following the return of the Cabinet Committee, 1 t might be important 

to prepare a document for presentation within a matter of a week, the purpose of 

which would be to inform the President on a DWDber of matters which to us were 

elementary, but of which he was not possibly sufficiently aware. It was of great 

importance that this document should be one submitted by American Zionists speaking 

as Americana. 1 referred to this point on two or three occasions in the course of 

the conversation. 

Among the matters which he thought might be incorporated in this document, 

he mentioned the statement in Congress by Webster on Kossuth and, more particularly, 

Theodore Roosevelt's statement following the Kishiniev pogroms. The purpose of 

this, as I understood him, vas to show the extent to \tlhich the American Government 

was prepared to concern itself w1 th a th Jewish or similar problems, even if no 

direct .American interest -was involved. He also referred to the reference in the 

Feieal correspondence to the future cooperation of Jews and Arabs, and suggested :fur

ther that there be included the quotation from Mark Twain which was to be found 1n 

F 1 s own article in "J'oreign Affairs" some years ago. Be indicated that there should 

be reference to the 1924 Anglo-American Convention, but merely in the sense that 

this was the legal expression of the deep intere t of the United States in the 

Jewish National Home issue. 

As regards the question of policy, 1 stated that no doubt Dr. Silver and he 

would differ. He felt - that our line should be to support in a gen~ral we:, 

the Report of the Inquiry Commi tt •• The President had a high opinion of that Report. 



He felt that it was .a1!, report. lie was proud of it and if given encoura.gement 

he would press it. Dr. Silver said that far from taking issue with F1 s view, 

he had been thinking along the same lines. To crystallize the situation in 

Palestine b7 some form of partition at this stage was premature and must b 

avoided. At the same time, he stated that F would not suggest that the Jews 

should sign a document ,Jiich in specific word• said that the possibility of a 

Jewish State -.s excluded. 7 said that of course he understood that it would 

be impossible for Jewish leaders to do that, but, in his view, what vs.a or was 

not a Jewish State was really a question of words. What was r quired was that 

we should give our general support to the R port w1 thout necessaril.7 associating 

ourselves with ever.ything in it, and that was a matter of vordill8• 

There was further talk on the proposal for a written document and 1 agreed 

with Dr. Silver that instead of submitting a formal statement, it might be as 

well to bring our views to th attention of those concerned verball.7 and in

formally. 

J referred one• or twice with some feeling to the cowardly attitude of th• 

Timg, and he remarked that on maJl1' occasions he had, when so moved, written 

letters which it had not been possible for him actnaJly to send for publication, 

but the production of lilich at least f!P,W him a certain sense of relief. Dr. 

Silver S\18gested that it mi~t be useful if on such an occasion he would let us 

have the letter and we would get someone else to ign it. 

F referred to the fact that the Grady Committee, after three weeks' 

acquaintance with the subject, had suddenly become "experts" by comparison with 

the Anglo-American group who had mad a thorough inquiry on the spot over an 

extended period. He thought that public attention should be drawn to this 

absurdity. 
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TWO 

On the other ht1nd , should he - Dr. Silver-

not be in a position to give the word of 

assuro..nce to the delegates, he is afraid that 

the Congress would inevitably be thrown into 

chaos, giving way to a great many undesirable 

effects among Jews in Palestine and Americ8 as 

well. 

Dr. Silver is sailing on Thursday, November 28th 
after midnite on the QUeen Elizabeth and if there is any 
message you may desire to deliver to him, you may reach him 
by phone in Clevellllld, Ohio - DREXEL 1090. Kindly note that 
beginning with Wednesday, November 27th, in the afternoon 
until the sailing of the boat, Dr. Silver will b in New Yor k 
where he may be reached at MUrray Hill 2-1160 or by cal.ling 
me (my office - Urray Hill 2-5205, home - TRafalg er 7-1159). 

Faithfully yours, 

Dr. S. Bernstein 




