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' ·• September 15, 1945 

• Dear Mr . Blanks 

The xecutive Committee of the ZOA has decided to hold the Annual Cotvention 
in November. The city is still to be fixed. Tho basis of representation, s we 
tmderstand, ill be one delegat~ for every 200 mberE., or major fraction there f, 

vith a minimum of at least one delegate for every dlstrict, irrespective of itr size . 
This convention ill be of extr ordinary intere&t and importance in vie of 

the ev nG of the p -st year as well as the political situation and the whole inter
natio al outlook. Ther.., is strong groun<.1 f o bel:i eving that h.:.stori c deci ion 
with re ard to .r.; et3 Gine will be taken by the Po, ers durinJ the n xt t elvemonth. 

c n enLion ill be called upon to determin the policies of the ZOA in this 
cruci 1 period and to el ct a new Adminiatratton 1hicb. -nll c,n.r a very -; ·ave 
responsibility. 

,1G .1a e been ure,~J b,t illlilll J • .' vu ·ieuo wmo hnve col bor t.etl durl11g t.he 
past ont s • s members o the American Zioni t Policy Comclttee to convene a meet
ing without delay in ord~r to revi ~ the situr tio~ nd t~ke common coun. el with 
regbrd. to t,,.'1e: c ming conve:ntion f nd the ro·bl ems c e ft: \.,e . 

lt is slso hardly nuces ary too y th •t th re is 
emand th.at Dr. A ba Hil el Silver bed af ed the r. 

• 1is is an e:x tremely rerio s question and e o e it to 
Dr. Silver personally to c eider it most carefully i 
pl cationc . 

a idespread persirtent 
xt : resid nt of tl.Le ZOA. 
the movement as well as to 
all its aspects and lm-

·, h ve the •efore ccided to convene i e1: t _nc:; o "'lw." f:rie ds f rom all parts 
of the country to be held in N . York t the .•.........•. Ilotel on '-e esday, 
September 21,t • • ore 11 bEi at le rt t o se sions , one beginning ,1,0 P. • 
and anothe_ at 8100 P. ~. It o d be adv·sable to~ - e tenta tive arr ngements to 
stay OV1 until tno ne:;~t .J1orning. 

e proceed.ins ·11 be trictly p iv&te and confidential tmd we would re
quest you to troot the , ole matter aG such - including this invitation. ie would 

p r~ciat$ y ur irmnc • utc repl"'! indicatinb ,vhether e ey loQk f o .ard to .. e ng 
you 0 t tJ is ctin , l:ich prorui c•e. to be of v~ry •1 .J.ntere t. 

P n ' n5 thi fort 1co i . confer nee onrl such r:.lRns fo co ~&rted ~tiru a' 
(".y eul -,. c., ·,:._, ~~11 your errn~st ttcnt o t _ c fol o inL, 1 

(1) It is o~ vital import nee th t every district elect s d leg tea ell informed 
and in e1 ndcnL-minded Zioni ts • o are in aymp thy 1th the pr ncipl ,s d 
po- icies cxe lifie by "1e lea erl\hip r Dr. ilver E•nd cJvoc .ted ti.nd supported 
by the A eri ati Zionist olicy Gommitt e d t dh r nts during the pflst ye r. 

(~) I rny d_G ict i ~be to - ~nd f rom nong its own membarship th num er of 
delegates to hich it is entitled, it shoul ot ha tily ccept names fro~ other 
p rts of th co t y, ho.,:ever they muy be recommencie - unl u th r i mo l 
assuranc that tl p rticulaz· individual ,,ill repr sent t he '1 n nd policies 
favore b the istrict. 

It is i hly desirable th t you ep in con act with u on these tters 
nd all other questions connec ted with the forthcoming convention. \e are in 
oui tion to submit ood e.nd r lit..ble Zio sts, fri nds e.n<l suppcrt£r~ of our 

common viewpoint, ho would be r dy to serve as deleg tes or ltern tes. 

et ke this occasion to advise you thi,t our office is now at ~Fourth Ave., 
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~ ~ew York City . It will be under the capable ~agement of Mr. Joseph Greenleaf -
•President of the t . Vernon Zionist District - w o will be assi tcd ya gro p 
of devoted and experienced ~ioniste . 

Time is pressing. We hope to hear from you ithout delay. 

Cor ially your s , 

Abrham Goodman 
Hono acy Secr e tary 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

521 FIFTH AVJ..::NUE 

ROOM 1903 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
October 31, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Qhj o 

Dear Abba: 

Al though we have dropped the id.ea of a 
public Draft Silv .r Mov ment, there is a good deal being done 
in the Press. I am enclosing a few items which you may not 
have seen sucn as: 

1. Editorial in the Je ish Post entitled. 
Hoo sevel t-Ibn Saud Letters Prove Sil v r Right 

2. An article in the erican Hebrew enti~led 
Zionism and American Politics by . . Reichenstein, which I wrote 
and Mr. f .z. Frank slightly spoiled. 

~. An editorial in the Je i h Ledger, Washington, 
D. c., which I under tand has appeared in all the Biben newspapers. 
It is excellent. I thanked r. Biben for it and will be conferring 
with him further in the next few days. Other articl s are to appear. 
There will be one next Sunday in the English page of the Dc.Y r g d
ing t e Roosevelt Myth. Still another article, entitled Wise Men of 
Yalta is to appear in the Biben newspapers next wee 

I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have 
written to Charles Rosenbloom. 

I have also suggested to Ben Horin th the write 
a little pamphlet de ling with our experience with the aaministr tion 
in Washington and pointing up t e moral of the Roosevelt letter to 
Ibn Saud. The pamphlet ought to be a sort of seau.el to the leafl t 

,, 

V 

11A Little While Lon -er 11 , which I ghosted for Leon Feu~r, ano. Lowenthal's 
parophl t "Backstairs to Nowhere 11 • The ne '{ parnpnlet or leaflet could be 
published. ano. sent out to key men and it need not be signeo. by Ben Horin. 

I thin it mo st im or tan t to rub 1 t in now properly, 
so thd t the lesson will not oe forgotten. 

As ev r, 

E.l\: B V ~manuel umann 
,;.,:Jnc osures 



Mr. Charles Rosenbloom 
521 Union Trust Blug. 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dear Rosenbloom: 

CO PY 

October ~l, 1945 

I owe you a word of explanation r garding 
the Draft Silver Committee. e delayed launching it publicly 
because of the critical political situation. e all felt -
Dr. Silver himself most keenly, - th&t it would be a great mis
take to start an agit~tion regarding hi~ election at moment 
hen th wnole Jewish Zionist public is so tense with re~ard to 

the political outlook. Moreover as time went on, it became in
creasingly apparent that Dr. Sil v ·r's election is a foregone con
clusion. Resolutions calling for hts election have b en pouring 
in from regions anddlstricts throughout the cou try. I have no b en 
officially informed by Dr. Goldstein, on behal f of the adr.rlnistration 
group, that they have definitely decided not to co test the elect:o r . 

It also seems th·t e will have no difficulty in 
electing a kind of administration we ant - an admin • stration in which 
we will have an ample ma..jority. 

Dr. Silver and all of us, deeply appreciate your 
readiness to serve and head the Draft-Si. l ver movement, even though 
circumstances have now made it unnecessary to launch it. 

Ho is your heal th? Have you recovered sufficiently 
from the oper~t\on to enable you to attend the Convention? I sincerely 
hope that such is the case. Please let me lmow. 

1th kindest regards to lrs. Rosenbloom and you -
self, 

As ever, 

Fait fully yours, 

'rnanue 1 Neumann 



lEETI_G OF STEEBI G CONTMITTEE OF 
DRAFT SILVER COMMITTEE 

November 1, 1945 

Attending were Joseph G~eenleaf, Marcus Abramson, Daniel Frisch, 
Abraham Tannenbµam, Charles Ress, Sol Cohen, Jacques ~orczynar; 
Joseph Greenleaf presiding. 

The discussion on the ~ommittee on Committees opened with a report, 
by Joseph Greenleaf which gave the line-up of the Committee as 55 known 
to favor Dr. Silver and 20 as doubtful. The Chairman of the Committee 
who is designated by the president must be _a good parliamenta r ,ian and 
have the respect of the Convention. It was suggested that_ someone out
side of New York be chosen and the following names were offered for 
cons · .: ration: Elihu Stone, Mortim~r 1/!ay, Leon Feuer, Irving iller 
and Abe -oldstein. 

It was the unaniwous feeling of the meeting that the i~portant 
post of chairman of the Committee on Nominations be given to Em n~e~ -,ft-n 
~eumann. • ~oJt. 

The matter of the presidium was discussed and the point ma h~ 
it m1ght be unwise to omit from the list too many names- of for er 
Administration adherents. In addition to Wise, Silver, Lips~ , and 
Goldstein, Neumann, ~iller , Daniel l'risch .-.,.,o,- vTortimer '.ay , · r; Cohen 
suggested we add aooiti~nal names of men we can count on to counteract 

those of Levinthal and Rothenberg. Abe Tannenbaum noted that since 
Judge Rothenberg will be in charge of he J •• F. luncheon, it will not 
be necessary to assign him a chairmanship to another ~~ssion. The 
discussion closed with ,the sugges.tion that Dr. Silvor be consulted 
in regard to the composition of the presldium. 

'l'he question of 1ho was to be chairman of the Saturday n ght 
sess1on was raised and the feeling expressed that since ~r . Frisch 
would bring up the matter of Constitutional amendments at that time, 

it is important that a not unsympathetic person be in the chair. 

Irving Miller was the favored candidate with Mortimer May as second 

choice. Herman Weisman is to open the session as chairman of the 

Convention Committee and then call upon the chairman of the evening 

to carry on. 

'l1he Suoday afternoon session which will be devote to elections 

and a presentation of the political situation,--..~~~ have Daniel Fri ch 

and Louis L sky in the chair, respectively. 
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The i:;unday evening sess on w111 be an impo tant one from wh ch 
• 

shoula come a clear statemen on Zioni t policy~ .tlimanuel Neuman~ 

will deliver an ad ress on the theme The Yrr 
'-< 

be followed 

by prepare sta ements from possibly ix ou~..,.lllltH'--~ 

for future activities. It was sug~ested 

. on plan~ 

of B 1ffa lo 

and ilverman of Ch cago be among those invi ed to participate. 

Mortimer May wa8 uggeste chairman o he evening. 

Jacques 1orc7yner stre se~ the point that the Cre ential 

Commtt ee announce in advance of the Convent on that onlv electe . 

delegates will be entitled to vote, and hat representative of 

funds will not e recogni7ed. 

Chairmen .l:&iP- the various Committees were d scussed and the fol

lowin names recommended: Feuer, '1 orczyner, Abramson, Fliegelman, 

Golnstock, I. R. Goodman, eon Fen. ter, Goldenberg, an ~ax Levy; 

others to be add 1d from the delegates. 

Daniel F'ri ch re sad the impor ance of the dglegates fro□ rew 

York and surrounding communities me~ting before ~hetr arrival n 

lan le City to iscu~s convent! n issues. 

ith the ne d group disc1plin ,as well as 

present at all mee ings, both omm·ttoe and 

It was ur ed that a ommi tee me et w th 

open 

Dr. 

s 

shoula be impre sed 

mportance of being 

ss ons. 

Silver some time next 

weal{ and di cuss wi h him all matters of importance perta ning to the 

Convent on. 

eetln adjourner. at 7: 15 p.m. 



COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tem_;ile 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

5-2 1 FIFTH A VENUE 

ROOM 1903 

N EW YORK 17, N . Y . 

rovember G 

With the annual Convention of the Zionist 
Organization of .America alr.10 st at hand, our fellow Zionists 
throughout the country are seriously concerned with the prob
lem of constituting a new aduinistration for the coming yea:r. 

There is no room for doubt that the over
whelming majority of the membership earnestly desire that you 
should accept the presidency of the organization. This is 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

attested by numerous sta tements, resolutions and messa.ses which 
have been coming in a steady stream from all parts of the coun
try. Expressions of this character received to date, repre sent 
district and regiow .. l organizations with an aggregate membership 
of more than 85,000 , and they continue to pour in daily. Actually 
all indications point to you as the virtually unanimous choice of 
the Zionists of America for that high office • 

• 
This, my dear Dr. Silver, is more than a vin-

dication of your policies and of the brilliant and vigorous leader
ship you have given the Zionist movement in recent years. It is 
the expressionof a profound conviction that the supreme interest 
of the movement at this critical juncture, imperatively requires 
that you assume this added resoonsibili ty . 

Those of us who have been intimately associated 
with you in these troublous times and who realize what burdens you 
have been carrying, have long hesitated to urge this step; but it 
is our considered opinion that the sacred cause to which you have 
dedicated your life, calls for this further sacrifice on your part. 

The Jewish eople is engaged in a desperate 
struggle, the outcome of which may determine its future for generations 
'CO come . The Zionist Organization of America Im.1st stand at t he fore
f r ont of that battle . It can measure up to its historic r esoonsioility 
only if led by the strongest personality in our midst. The best we have 
is the least with which e can be satisfied. 

Personally I deem it a high -privilege that t hrough 
me, the Zionist s of America no w address to you~ this renewed call to 
leadership¥ and the earnest r eouest that you accept the presidency 
of the Zionis t Organiz ution of America , which will be tendered t o you 
at t he for t hcomi ng Convention. Confidently we awai t your reply. 



Nov. p:1945 . 

Mr. F.manuel Neumann 
Commission on Palestine Surveys 
521 Fifth venue, lew York, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Neumann: 

, I have been deeply moved by your etter of 
l~ovember --1 1'(/{, For a long time I have been made aware of tne 
desire of so many of our frienas, that I should m~e myself 
available for the presidency of the Zionist Organization of 
Am rica, but did not see my way to doing so, despite the high ~ 
honor implied in the sug estton. ....J. 0 

_ 7t;:j' y 
~&-v--\. ~ ~ \."'-' ~ ~ -.,,._ - ------

However, I r is-
regard the MtStiM!Tt demand of my fello Zionf sts, so earnestly 
and repeatedly expressed. At a time 11 e thi fraught with such 
fateful consequences t our eople, none of us has a right to with-
hold aug t th· the possesses , 8¥-&fl'~~~;;.a.,~ • If the represen-
tatives oft e movement in Convention ass mb ed, call upon ne to serv, 
I have no choice but to assent. 

~~ 
I/\feel-"'-I owe it .f.t:bm to you and your associates 

and all ho have stood so loyally at my side during iilw difficult 
and critical days~ to abide by .._,.r judgment. 

~~ 
I have ev ry faith in the boundless devotion of 

our fellow Zionists, thro hout the country ana their unshakable de
termin tion to c ry on the great and decisive stru~gle for the rea
lization of our ideal, ~Q s ~~ CQJ.mj natjo,p_~ 

Very sincerely yours, 

bba Hillel Silver 
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.. 
The 48th Annual Convention of the Zion~st u~ganization of 

America will convene at a time fraught with grave consequences 

for the future of our people. At no point i.n Zionist history 

have the resp on s i bi lit i e s which do v o 1 v -J ,._~~on 1-1 s be c n he av i c r than 

o.t this moment. Through the d0struction of r c:J r'L;'" '.:111 of Enropcnn 

J 0wry on the ono hand nnd the rapid growth of our movement in this 

country on thr. other, American Zionism is call e d upon to a ssume a 

role of unprecedented importance in the World Zionist Movement. 

Within American Zionism it is the ZOA that must of necessity 

shoulder the major responsibility for carrying on our political 

s truggle, for the practical work of the mov nmcnt and for giving 

vitality, direction and coherence to the whole Zionist effort. 

i.1or novr,r, there is every rco.son to be li ovc th~ t th0. mom nntous 

a~ cision of the Pow ars with r ngo.rd to Palestine, so long d nfcrr cd, 

r1i l l I.J r> t aken i. n t h .' cours e of th e ne xt tw r, lv '"'month. A rJ yr t thr; r c 

s not ground for compl r c0ncy r ega rding thr outcom0 • 

It is und r r th0s c dircumsl nhbcs thn t wr □usb a pproa ch h r 

t · sk of constituting • n °w Administrati on for the Zionist 

Org· ni7 a tion of Am 0 ric ~ for tho coming yci rr~ '¥0 , the unde r. i gn~d, 

h ~ving give n our b ~s thought to h n tot u l situa tion confront ng 

us , ha v0 com~ to the conclusion th· t the r e i s but on" s ~ ti s f J ctory 

so 1 u t ion to t h . ..1 t qu 0 s t ion - to d r ft Dr . Ab bu Hi 110 l Si l v c r for 

the Pr 0 si.d0ncv of .h 0. ZOA ~1 nc to 0l c ct , tron g Adm n s r 'l on whic h 

w·11 coopr r ·1 t c with hi m whol :: h rn rt rn dl in m'"''' ting hr cnll0ng ng 

rl um. nd s of hr ho 1r. Vv-'"' cc]d thr followin b r• xpr r' ss .on of our vi ews : 

It h ci be en dC' mons tr· t .., d beyond th sh · ow of e doubt th ... t 

the ov ,~ rwh '"' lming m·~ jori y of ou r mr mb r' rship con id J r Dr. , ilv r. rr tJ 



politic' 1 l eude rs hip o be impc r .'.l t ve. Recognition of t his f <1 ct 

hns be e n given by the r e cent r e or~uniz-:1t .on of the ·mc:c j_c n ?.lonist 

Emo r gen~y Counc i 1. Thn unfo1 ... tun- t 0 controv e rsy c rli c r this ye r, 

through which our rnoveMcnt suffe r e d so grievous l y , is~ rn t e r of 

t he po.st n nd ts r e coll e ction should b0 oblitrrnt0d ex c ep t for: ·· t h0 

pur pose of druwin~ n l es son of suprem e import~nc e ; thr n e o ns, ity 

of ~ suring th0 most c0mr l c t e coordin ~ tion br tw 0 2n th 0 ZOA • nd 

i s politic~l ur m, the Zionist Em0 r gcncy Council, 8Dd prc v 0 nting 

n t o ll costu any possible d1. v r rgCl1C C of po lic;r b("'t\:(• ~n th: t':Jo , 

This c ~n b~st b e 0ff0 ct ~d b ~ h~vinc Dr, Silvrr s~rvr □ n Pr ns l~ ·nt 

of t hr zo wh .l ~ ho i s charge d with th~ ~~~cu tivr rllr ct on of the 

·11 litic u l work . 

Th1; ZO its n lf must ,, fully g nrl' d to ou r poli ic :. l e ffort 

1.1 s n " v ,.., :r b n f n r c . W c mus t n ·::> t on 1 y c n o 1 i du t c th c f u b '_j t· ~} n t i u 1 

0 • in s of h 0 '.?,OA in t h' grow th of :i.t s YYJ. t"'b rs hip und hn °xp· tis on 

o+' i . ·w tiviti ' s , but we munt no: dcp l o- to th .. b ~st uclv r:..n t ·lgC' 

:t ll h r humun , int c· ll e.'ct n i:. l nd mut \ rLAl r "' sriu:rc <"'', we h'..IVC g· th d. 

Our mcrnbc' rship must not on ly 0 l u1· ,c , but VJ 11 ini rm -a, i~1tcll 1c-

uully a live nd pnlit cLll l y ·., l '"' r . Our of ici -~ l org' nr. rriu~ b e 

cone rnor,..., cf f c ctiv r j n •1 t:rum 0 nts for h.. purnu c , on ,_ p·'r Ni , t 

1 ~.:i ding journuls of op n. on . Zi on -~ t .. .n,, vi ,. sh')uld b ') c o·1ductcd 

on suc h . pl · n c '- ti t o • t t:r .. ct thr- • lit ,--. nf i1,") J --, ,; sh y,')u h , 

:; vok·n ,--> th r r l oyn lt,. o.nd k.tndlin;_; th0 ir cn t u i o. ,~'1 by o1'fr ri. ng 

th ..,r.1 morul :.1nd nt , 11 ,.., ctn~ l ~n1•ichnc nt . 011 " r shi.p in uur nr. 1 :..i ni

za i on ~ nd its youth off 1 ~trs sh0u ld b c c oM) not onl • a mat r r of 

d 1t but c..t b d dg 0 of hono1· ~l nr1 ' 1'!'l n 1 lr n f 0 ti n e i on . 

Thn gr c.·1 t po , _n . :l llt en of 1.)Ul' r"'~v,_r-1cnt wr.ic 11 

t u pp r d c ,. n b 0 fu lly r r. l .ir: -:1 :-- nd d0.v0lo, <. d 0:1 1.,- y 

:... r,..., s i 11 un

h c cnn..., nt 



thought and the fr ee ';7 prc s 3ion of opinion . We muet improve our 

0 r gr, n i ?, Q ti On Ll 1 pr O C C du r ·: s t O (; n s u r C gr n Cl t (' r d 0 m O C r n t i C p rl r t i C -

pution on the port of local l oa d Jrship in n ' ti on a l policy naklng 

J nd administr a tion . 

Above 8 ll , now th:.1 t the; fortun r-s of our pcoplr r (' ' ·t u 

crisis , we must summon to 1°· dr rship th.fl for rmos t p0rson liti cs 

in our mods t. Tho b 0st w n huvn i 0 tho l eas t with which wr c ~n 

be satisfied. No one will qu0stion thn t th 0r c is one whose nx tr a 

ordinn r y gifts most n': urly m:-,c t the; 0x1.g0ncy 0f our situGtt~on -

the st r ong0st pc rsonnlit., on th0 .Am0ricC\n J 0~1ish scene - Dr . Abb r 

Hil l 1: l Sl l vcr . 

We a r c nvara th~t for V8riou s r easons Dr. Silver mu- be hcs i

t· nt and reluc tant to acc0pt th,~ r cs ponsi ility of hr Pr• sid 0 ncy , 

but non 0 of th0m c □ n outweigh the urgnnt d ~rn· nd of the movc~nnt . 

On bchulf of ours 0 lvcs ·nd our con~titunnts , w c · 11 upon him 

publicly to as sume this ~dd od burd ~n . Rcgardl,ss of his inclina -

tion , h .... must be dr ·' ft cd e: nd svc-pt int o th2 high officr: b·- he .> 

accl im of th r Zionist ~asse s ~nd the ununirnous ~c t ion of th2 

forthcoming con cntion . 




