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April 27, 1945

CoNFIDENT /AL

ore 2, Marylang
Dear Mr, Heiser:

Following is & report of the decisions taken at today's meceting of the
\ Americam Zionist Foliey Committee's sub-committee on pesce, of which you
are a member, Present at the meeting werefDr, Albe Hillel Silver, Emanuel
mSmel Goldstock of Pittsburgh, Marcus Abremson of the Bronx, ¢
+ Samuel J. rerry of Long lasland, Joseph Lerner of lewark, and Jacques Torczyner

of New York City, CALgant Wawe’ Avbae Emanygl G e pF Qr«- E‘Yx“' r. A
M e
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1t was generally agreed that the misgivman which wesm voiced concorn“fﬁ'g ‘7/

B ek wn

the genuineness of the ZOA Administration's "peace eemmsteme” have been justia
Adminiatration'e action 1n neming a conmittee

to placate the 1ndignant Zionis nmsse: and to dolny the arfinnativo action
for which American Zionists hafigbeen clamoring.

k After much discuseion, it was decided that the above committee as now

constituted would speak for the Foliecy Committee when the proper time cames,
, however, thet no formal announcement of the appointment of

this committee shall be made unless and until the ZOA's committee orward \~4,
its proposais. Indications are strong that the ZOA'e committee, when at long
last it does come forward with conerete suggestions, will convey them to Dr,
Silver, When that time arrivee, Dr. Silver will irnform the ZOA group that he
does not speak for himself alorng, tut represents a movement and that emwa.l|
proposals must be submitted to the Ameriecan uionlnt Poliecy Coomittee., It is
then that W formal announcement of the makae&up of our committee of nine will
be made, and the ZOA Administration will bte notified that it must carry on its
negotiations with representatives of the Zionist rank and file. This point ~
was incorporated in a formal resolution which was adopted unanimously, M
stated that Dr. Silver is to refer any proposals mede to him by the ZOA
committee to our own committee of nine,

The meeting was unanimous in its conviction that for the present the all-
important tesk before us is to "smoke out™ the ZOA's committee which has, aw

you-wndoubtedlyucnos, after alaost a month of "exploration”, failed to report
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on its sctivity. This procrastination should be pointed up immedistely in
the Yiddish and Anglo-Jewish Press and by Zionist Districts and Regions
throughout the country. Zionists should be moved to ask the ZOA Administra-
tiong by wire, letter and resolution, why nothing further has been heard con-
cerning the activity of its "peace coammittee™, There is little doubt but that
9 . _the comm;‘_t._tqg will react to sharp and widesprecad criticism by coming forward
VE % rov with its proposals. felt that in all likelihood these proposals,
will prove unacceptable from our peint of view, of the makedup of the A*CQLg
“Z0A's committee; NS, it w@ felt that thé proposels would be such as
4—'30: to meke rejection by Dr, Silver inevitable. The program of action decided
upon today would make it impossible for the Z0A Administration toc charge Dr,
Silver with prolonging the c¢controversy by rejecting their “ampes conmittee's™
proposals (and there can be no doubt that this is the strategy behind the
ZOA's recent moves); the ZOA's propcsals will be considered by a committee
of nine prominent Zionists who can speak for thousands of ZOA members through-

out the country. That will effectively balk eny attempt to use the ZOA "peace
committee” to put Dr, Silver “on the spot”.

As for a truly sound basis for the recstoration of unity in Americen
Zionist ranks, 1 have no doubt that you are well swarc of the ¢ nditions
under which it would be poussible for Dr. Silver to assume leedership. These
conditions can be briefly stated as follows: ¥ostoration of Dr, Silver to the

active politicel leadership of American Zionlam; thec esteblishment of sueh con-
ditions within the American Zionist Imergeucy Council as would emskble Dr,
Silver to carry forward his program without obstruction; the assurarce that the
administration of the Zionist Organization cf Ameriea will cooperate with Dr,
Silver in Zionist political work.
Qo

I will keep you advised of all further dcvelcpmantsj‘g this matter and

look forward to seeing you when it becomes necessary to convene the committee.

Siucerely yours,

Harry L. Shapiro
Executive Director




RESoLU T

WHEIEAS, the lestchester Zionist Region, coaprising over 2,066 members
of the Zionist Urganization of America, deeply conseious of the tragic plight
of our people and of the historic responsibilities now confronting American
Jewry, 18 reasolved to bend every effort towards the achievement of Zionist
eims in this final hour of dccisioninnd

HLIGAS, the eritical position of Lionism following the Conforences at
Yalte, Fgypt and San francisco, auskes it imperutive tiat /me fcan Zionists
unite immediastely bvehind a program of vigorous poiitieal sction which will
utilize the best talents anc moet effjetive spoioswen in our movement aqg\

WHIEAS, in the foce of our overwheluing responaibilities, snd our
people's tragedy, the effectivencss of ‘merican <ionisa today ts impaired
by disunity end the expulasion from supreme ccuaend of some of our uost
cupable lvadara/and

WULGREAL, we are gresntly conceried by the fallure of the present aduinis-
tration of the Liomist OUrganization of Americs % gzive heed to the demands of
individuals, ;1atrictn‘ and Hegions throughout the United States to r-store

unity to our movement through the reecell of Iy, Abba HHillel Hilver to active

political leadershipy ,

(
THLR'PORYE BE IT RESOLVED that' the eatchester Zionist ?aaion/in ¢ on-

vention assembled on this 27th day of Jday 1945, ealls upon the I'resident,
Kational Officera, "xecutive Committee und the Chairmen of the Nationsl Ad-
ministrative Council of the Ziomist Organizetion of Americe to restore unity
to our ranks immedistely through the recsll of Lr., Uilver to the a¢tive leader-
ship of the Ameriecan Zionist lmergency Counsil and to establish that cooperea~
tion with Ly, Silver which will msake possible the eurrying on of Zionist poli-
tienl work with the greateat effectliveness, and

BE IT FURTILR RUSCLVED that coples of this Resolution be sent to the
members of the Ixecutive and Adm nistrative Committees of the <Lionist Org ni-

zation of America, t0 the members of the jwerican Lionist Lmergency Vouneil, and

to the Presidents of all Zionist Listricts and Hegions in the United Gtates.




HIMEAd, declsions affecting the future of Palestine and of the Zlonist
movement are belnz taken by leaders of the Uanlted Hations in thelr various con-
ferences; amd

HENEAS, ?mhlms affecting the future of cur novement require the concerted
efforts and careful deliberation of our entire organisationy and

MEMFAS, The highest deliberative body of ocur organisation is the inmmal
Convention of the Zlonist COrganization of mnrica’ v

THEREFORE BE IT RYSCLYD®, @at the Yestchester Ziloniat “eglon calls upon The
President of the Zionlst Organiszation of /‘merica and the Z“lonist "™xecutive to bend
every offort towards the sesuring of permiession from the Cffice of Nefense Transpor-

tation %o hold & National Conventlion at the usual times

ARD BR IT FURTHER RESCLYER, &hat we call upon the President of the Zlonlst

Orgunization of America to call such a Convention &% the usunl tlm/ po far as s

gonsistent with govermment reguiations.
AJD BE IT WUPTHFER R ."“'.;.V?~, that coples of this “esoiution be z2ent to the
merbers of the "xecutive and Adminlstrative Cormittees of the Zloaist Organigation

of Americe and to the Presidents of all Zionist Dlstricts and Zexgions in the

United Ttates,.






