
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         104           36           237 
 
 
American Zionist Policy Committee, general, 1944-1945. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



l Nto-, "f 
\ ,•• ., I • • 

' .... 

---.. 

• 

=======N=E=W=Y=O=R=K=-=S=UN=D=A=Y.=D=E=C='E=~=IH~E;;R~24~, ~l;!U~-'======:::d'~ 

HE PRESENT GRAVE CRISIS 
IN AMERICAN ZIONISM 

kA~Bl SILVER'S J<t-::SIGNA J'IO, '. AN l''.Jt-Ot·n llNA'I ~ 

CONFLICT. - l'I 1)'\lJ~T Bt:: RE~OL\'ED 

Tl:l.E ro11t1h•t tluu hit iui'-t'll in thr ~.1011i ... , Elllt'''Kt'tH') t'ouucll ,.., 
lhl, t hut' i, , ... l(l't'IH,t,lt' /01 1111tu~ 1·.:tt,01111. 

} 'l r,.,I,\, lltt> t•:met'gt' tH ,\ l'ou1H ii i"I tlw 0111,\ orguni.,:atiou in whkb 
all tlte ,,11rluu"' Zio11bl ~roup"' .tlt't' unitrcl i11'!>uf1u u, geue1·ul Ziuuilit 
1JOUtiu1J ht'lhitle,- Mn~ t'OUt'e1·11e◄I. ru lhi, p1u·tintl1t1· lwt!J , the ~\n,t-,·• 
it'1u1 Zioui-,l g1•uup, lut\t' 1·i-,.,11 ttbovt' pa,·t,\ 1wllth'-1 11utl 01•~:wi.ta. 

Llouu) lnte1·t>,,1, u11d h1u·t- l\ orl.t'tl I oget ht't' fo1· I he t·o11w100 Zic,uifit 
gonl-rol' o11 ,Je\\bh boweland l11 Y~h:-,line. 

It in thi ft<•t·ed anrt in11>01·tant wo,·k t he1·e sl1ouJd be uo cow• 

plete b1u·mou.\, H would be a gt>eal. Jewlish tt·aged). 

Secondl.r, the EmeJ'gent'y l'onodl j.; rt·tH't'-.eut.ath•e or the best 
mlndl! 1uad lbe mo t im po1·tant le11de1· J n the Ziouj t mo\ eweul, Ill 
.!u:u:l'lca, 

And If the be t mind and IJl<>!-t lmpo1·ta11t Jeader woa•king tor 
the s11me goitl c1u11wt 2t1p·ee 011 a 111·og1"1:tt11 or u11itt'd adion anll lr 
these t.'ltt!!ihe-1 have l,et'u I he c.•ause or \'Olunlar~ or fot't'ed t't'aiguaw 
Lio~, ii i ' uut ouly u M•·eal blou to I lie :\mt>1·h ·an Zioui-,t moveme1H, 
buL Jtl!>u a g1•eat lep b1tt'kwu1·d iu the t\ghl fo1• J>alt:,.tb1e 111 11 JewisL 
bomelitnd. 

'J'bose lfho ha. e followt-d hen1li ln the Zionl .. t mnt-meul, hal'e 
lontr; known I hat evt'ryl hi.og h11 not bee11 a-, It houhl be i.utJ tLat 
ibet·t> "• no true harmon,v 1truo11g t be Zio11 bt lt'11der,., 

Becaul!e or the impo1·t.am•e or tl,e Zioui,t ldt-111 irnd lhe urgent 
lnle1·e t ur 1'11le,tine, we \HHild like Lo 1·tti,t> lhb coudkl lo u liigb 
h:H:l and lool-. l4l il a, • t1·u~gl for· 1>rl11d11lt>, im,te1ul of 1t da .. L 
ol tt:m1wr1uuent,. t;11rorlnn11ld.\ , it n1t1"t he ob.;e1·,e1I thtti ,,,•i111'i1JII".., 

pla 1411 ln l~nitll'1tllf pMl'l hct•e. 'l'lw t,,,,1 I lwl , ·u11 lw 1ti,I i-. 1 t11u 

1liou~b th.-1·t> j., ll Jw1111i111• to1111il'I oH·t ... 1n,tt'ti;\, ii i,, uuforluua.ld} 
ltul elllircl~ frt>e of 1'"", 1tolill,•~ 1111,t p1•1·,1111al .io-11 1011,i,· , , 

_ ______ _,..,.,.,,.,====="""====-.:::;;:_;~~?.a,;:..~~c~-~•.,:'.....:..•::••:.:_"=_:'~- - " "., ~,-••~•-a-'-"' h"•l'b tuv 1.iu1c1-Ju. the -1:..uu:J&Cl•"-'5 
f'ommillt>t', nnOI Hahl,i Hlllt•I :o,lln,•1· of t 'le ,·t>lirnd a11pc1t1·t'd uo I Ile 

-

l,t'eue .lt!>< 1·0-Ch1ti1•111an of the C '011111 ii itttd c·o1uh11'1t>d ,1111 tt~g1·c, .. iye, 
d)llnmlc poliq· in l'01111ec.·tiou , ilh the atfot►llon ur rhe Z.iouh.t J'e• 
&olutlou iu L'oug,e • 

Dr. Slh·t>r ~a., ucc·e ... ,ful ht ~itlnJnk 1111:111, rl'icntl, ro,, lht> reso­
lutlou In lhl' f'uale a11tl 111 Ilic Hou.,e. H,· 1tncl hi-, Z.ioui~I frieu1h 
n1:1·e aJ.,o !>Ul' f t'.,,rut in inl'lutl in~ M "•'"" 1-.h ·011u111111wri.lt h" pl:111~ 
w the 1►htH01·111-, ol borh 1,olltil-al 1uu·1le'!> 1t11,I abu wo1·ke1I h1rntJ hi 
lu111tl l\ith . P1111101 \\' 11~11e1·, J>1·1•,.lclt•11r Hoo ... 1•n.·1t •~ ,e1·., l'lo,e frit-11(1 
a.ud ,.1>011.,or o( 1hr Zioni.,t 1·c-.,dutlo11 in the 'e111tle. 111 hol't, uut1e1 
tt~bbi Siln•I'' Je11l11•1· hl11 the ~10111.,., 1110,·t>111t'11t lwt·1u11c 1111 hu11or• 
taot. i't'!>ut- iu A.uwt·k1tn politk, 1t11◄I ilw ◄1u ..... 1 ion or 1t ,Jt'\\ i,.)I t•ouJ• 

DJ.onweallb beci.mc 11 ub,je1·1 with Mhida lht' t'nlitt' publit· S}Ul· 
1u,t1.1i.ted {ulJy. 

A a ••0 11--t'tl uent·t>. Hr. Sil,·Pr hc>◄ ·1un.- I lw mo,, popular figure 1u 
Zioui-,1 dnh·, i.ud i1 wa-. ~e11t"r1tll1 1tt•~110\\lt_•dgl"lt 11t:1t a lit'" i,1a1 
bad ari,.en on the J>Olilit-111 hul'izun or Zioul-,111 iu -\111e1'111t. 'J'l1 ◄::1•e­

tore ii ""' l,01 h ua.tun1I 1tnd tiu11111n th1tt te1·1tti11 Zioubt leNdt:'r .. 
'!oiJould hun• perhap.; tell cnet',had11\\e1I, 1tlthou~h the\ l\t:l'e ~•·11li• 
tli:t! Nl the lll't'e., .. of lbt' :lioubl 1·c..,oh1tiou ht ( \111~1-t',i,, 

'.l'ht- dctlion look 11late and the Zioui ... 1 t't''Oluliou \\1t<. Uu~r~­
upou t.ldt'rre◄.I In ('oni,: l't'"'' al l ht' req ue!,I o( I he Prc-.itlrnl trnd I UI!' 

l1ttt' Ut'p:trlmt.'111: Nflt't' nhit-h tlw l'◄ " .ioil'i11~ .. ub,itlt',I 1t11tl ll1t:'t't' It.'• 
w11it1t'll onl,\ tlw it•alou..,ic,. Tllf'n h1•14.111 the ,qu1◄ hhl1• ,1 lo \\Ito\\~., 
to bt' l,l1t111e1I fol' lhl" failmt>. Ur. l'-iht'r', frh·ud .. d11t1•~p thut tli t:' 
b1tl•iu-lurn1l 1mll11(-.., of llw 01lw1· i,:1·01111, anti llw l\1"1tk11t"-.8 ut it, 
1Jad.tw11c, lrtl 10 tltt> l'1·c .. idt'nl',. twi1114 hn111i;ltt iulo llw -,i1U1:1tiuu. 

'fhi, i, M'1tt·t•Pl\ lht: timt> lo ~u i1110 a ,1 .. 111il.-d di,11 ihutioo or 
p1•al e 01· blame or I hi-. ot· t ltitl :t.i1111i,1 lt'a1h•1·. 'l'wo I hittK, ho"t:'\ er 
1'-l't' clt'1t1·. 101 ◄1 tlw,e 1tlll .. 1 he ketH i11 1111• 11111111-. of .. , .. t ' ) :\1uc:l'il-llh 

.l.iuui , : I Lt.- tiuw or hat-iu-11111111 polltit-., i-. u,er. Onlr 1111 u~i<t't'"'h· , 
d,\ Ullwh polin lltll leud 10 ..,,11 n·..,,: 111111 H~t,bl ' Jhe1· j ... cleul'I.~ lbt 

WAil Lo be: t"t1t1·u-.lt:'1I Mith ,u◄· h H polit','-

lu .. ol111 tt-. Ille Zloui,t •·•• .. ululion i,., 1·0111e1·11t'tl, ii, \\lllt1h1nn,J b 
1n,,.,, n·1·11,i11h 11 '"1-had,, h111 thi, 111u ... t 11111 ht> t1\l't·,•mpltit-.iLt·tl. Tli~ 

~l't''>illt'ul hlt., m1uk it dP,tt' iu an ottt, i,11 ..,L,t.,,11,•111 1·1•hq ,·d h)' l',t'll • 

ato,· \\'a~llt'l NL tht' Zlotli,t ( Oll\l't1lio11 Ill .\lla11t1<· ( ii) ht"'I (ktullt'l 

lliitt In• t11,·01·ed 11 ,lt'\\i ... h ( 'on1111111H,t•111th 1111◄1 if 1·led,·1I "1,uld ltc.'ltt 

iu. ii::- ucl111111,,11. "· thtt> lo t:11 ti1·,1 I 1·,•,1,1111 .. I ht• , .... ..,j,lenl )\ll op-
1>•• ... ~,1 tu I,,,. ,. uat•• .., .,,lnttl 1011 of th,• , • .... Int i••11. ti 1 1, :q, ... 
l>llll'lll 111:11 h,· ,.,,, .. ,.,,.,,., , '"'' , ..... 11111,111 ,,, 11,, .. 11111•· :1, tt 111111111111, .. 

nttlt .. ,· , h.,n i1 1,,·lp 111 th•• ••-• , ,t,lj,l1111t•111 "' 1111· ,I,• " ,,It , ou11111H1• 

\,t"alth ,., \\hll'h h..- t1141I 11lf'•l11,•d him ... •lf; 1111 1I ,,,. 11111,1 IIHq•t 11tl, 

'°il'"l~oi111 , 

Thi .. , ltoWt'fl'I' , i111·t·t•i1 ,e .. th.- 1>1•1-.1111.II ,.-,p1111 .. ibili1, or lht" P1·.- • 
lucut to m:tl.:t' t(lllfll Iii .. ,., .. ,,lo:t' :111,t ii 41111:'' 1101 IIJl'llll I lrul ht' ~u~­
Lut·.L on I hi" thm 111 umhc t liul l,t' hlltl 1111t•h- lo I lie l ' 011H•1.ttiuu ,. , 

.!.tluutic ltt,. 

'.J'ht'.l't:'fo1t' tht:' po..,Jtion 11f lho-.e \\hu 1·1111,i111"r tht:' (1.:frat of tbt' 
rt">olutiou 1t, u mi.1111 ,1 .. r.-a1 fol .lioui-.111 j.., 111i ... 1.1L..-11 u, ,, di :11; ill­
Jul'iou,,, ' I lJj, DH•"'' l,c, tt'~.11·1l,.d 21, li 1;i1•1i1nl 111utt◄ " ll\t.1• lin1·l..--w~1d 
!>Ulh 21 ,. i, 1utule, 111 ti111"'"• 1,, a ~t'ttt'nt) 011 011.- "iu~ lu u1·l1e1· tu ill• 

Cl't'H'>I-' !Ji-. ..,, tt.'llj,r.llt Oil 11111 ►1ltt'I. 

ur. \\ i,t' 111ll1 hi·. :-.iht't' 1t1r "'4ualh· t', .. ,•11tittl lo the future si.c• 
re!>,. of vu,· politklll t>ffort, in lwli111l or /.wni,111 ; lo ◄.lrup, a.I tbt, 
womeut, the lel\111'1· Id 1• o( ll,·. ih er "' ou ht bt· a l-t't lou Ill lnr f.u 

t.bt' ,•llu e. 

l'llc: Elllt'l'gen('\ Cou n cil ruu ... t be I t'•Ol'J!:.iDi.tt'tl. Out,ide lnttuenci:: 

and politlcal mbulldt"I lirndi11~, uiu t be t't a-.ldc uud Rllbl.Ji ilTer 

;must rem1li.n at b.i pu .. t tu 1,c:nc- tLt! 'bt!it i.llttrcitl o:t PaJe tlD~ ~ 

II~ Jowi.t~ people, .J.:.~ _ .,: : ::•;.:.. .. ~ :.i.i 
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"'EW YORK - UNDAY, DE EMBER 31, 19-U 

1Why Dr. Silver Resigned from 
the Zionist Emergency Council 

The crtsl !n American Zioni m, 
wbfoh baa beeu l)recipilated U\ 
the i-eslgnatiou or Dr. \\'i e autl 
Dr. Silve1· will not easily be r e­
i0lYed, 'fthatever ded ·iou on re­
organization are arrived at In tbP 
Zioui!tt Eruer ency ouncil. Far• 
reatbing is!!ues oC policy are iu­
Tolved in the controver y, i ue 
which ill continue to a gitate the 
Jewish public for mou th to come. 

DR. SILV~R'S SO-CALLED " BREACH OF DI CIPLl E" 
SHARED A D I DORSED BY HIS OPPO ENTS. - HO\ 
THE ACTIVI T BECAME THE SCAPEGOAT FOR THE 
POSTPO EME T OF THE PALESTI E RESOLUTlO . 
- DR. 

ME T. 

ILVER'S RECORD OF ,REMARKABLE ACHIEVE-
AMERICA ZIO I M MUST HAVE HIS 

LEADfARSH IP. 

I ganizatlone working in the :6eld 
o! res< ue, accompli!:lbed a much. 
or as lit1 I in lbat direction. Da• 
:;pile their failul'e, tbe.v evidently 
lacked th e vision. courage aud 
the boldne to adopt a. mm·_. 
dynamk and more willlant policy, 

I DR. lLVER' RE ORD 
1 The scene changed swiftl. w\tb 
I the advent ot Abba Hillel Silver. 

s au acth·e Zlonh; t and a· one By JACOB RI c HM AM I He swept the 1rhole Zion is t mo1 e• 
trained Jn the legal p role~~iou. J men t u well as its leade rs alou have endeavored lo analyze tbe (Presinent, outh Philadelphia Zioni t Dlstl'icl) II th e new road which he chot.e t o 
&itua.tiou. con cientiou 1 • after travel. Be resu cita ted the baH• 
weighing all the facts aud circ11m- tion or a. Zioni t leader becau~e ot lloulders. <lead Ernel'gency Council sud built 
stance and lhne ning pa tientlr his ,i~orou • 1Hhorncy or the 'on- Finally, there is a third con• iL up inlo a. powerful instrutDt-Ut 
and a.t length to able spol.esmen 1:,re sional Resolution is a. polit- 1 ideration. which for me is de- ror polllical action. He galvan ized 
or boch -points or vie'l't·. And 1 i<·al lilunder or the fir. t maguit- 1ci ive. This issue was thoroughly the Zio11i ls and tbe Jewjsb ma • 
ha e arrlved a t c rtain cont111 ude. B i;1H·rifking its leade1, tbe thrashed out lie fore the only PS tbro11gbout the coun try. l:fs 
aions wbicli I shall allempt. io Zioni«t ruovemenc. <'Ou1plete1~

1
rornm or tribunal tha t is compe- 1madeapowerf11l ~i.d f_or _bristian 

&tale as sucl:inrtly as po - ible. f'xonerated the President and the tent to pass judgement. - tbe ~u pport, and llle Ztontst issue be• 
In the first place, w e mu t di _ ;-;tate Department and de,•lare 

1
1!.:mergeurr ('oundl Hselr. On De- came one of the grea t and liY8 

tingui h barply b tween the in- ilsele to be gniltr and at fault. le. mher 20lh, the que lion was political Is, ues before the Amer• 
terua.l and e ternal aspeC'IS of the lam convinced that the ya•t ma- Igou into exhaustively, iui we are i<·ar1 puhlic. <\.s a. resnlt o r tb~ 
controvers.v. So far as the "exter· Jority ot Amerirau Zionists reject inronne<l, at a. s ·ion oC tbe agitation be led and bi!! militant 
nal" situation j conf'erue!l _ tbe this position. On the contrary, Council lasting Ill hours. DI'. Sil - policy, 1lie Pie ident spoke on 
determent of the Palestine.- Re- we reel let down aud bitterly di - , er rendet'ed a full and detailed \larch 9th, the two major J)arties 
solution in Congress. th action appointed by the intomprehens- repon. la tiog ne,arl) two bours, aeled ln July, and Roo:evelt and 
of the Pre ideut and the tale ible interference or the Admiuis- and it wa followed by four hours Dewey pledged their snpport for 
Department. and our own altitude tration and abo11t the la t thing or debate. a Jewish Commonwealth in Oct• 
to ards the e ev nt - my own \~ e are di.·po ed to do 1 to th row I ober. ll is a. brllliant rero1·d, of 
conclusions are clear. The defer- 011r great sL bP0kesmau and mo t ('HAR<.;t,;: AG:\J ''I' OH. ILVEH- which we a rn all ju tly J)roud~ 
meut oC the Re olulion, at the re- 1fecur !tad r w lJ 1 ,.,1.-es us JJr. Jawe" G. }-{dlt-r, on~ of the n,·. f::i1 \p1• ,·<>ndi>rPd a fu ll re• 
quest or the Pr id nt through the an act oC appea em nt. • JH O •ec11 tiu a' 1orneys" for tbe port a t the Annual 'ouveution o! 
State Department, was a setback I WIT ~ TH~ Z. O. A. 1/.OA Adrnlni !-. ~l'atlo11, rnove<l a re- the ZOA in llantic City and 
but by no means a. catastrophe. -.0l11tiou d~clariHg 1bat Dr. ' ilver lllade a full exposition o r bis pol• 
The Re olutions ere tymieu What is tbP situation fro1tt thl· had "conlrnvened the dech1io11s or i<'.V. Ou October 16th the Conveu• 
last March, but Zionist political • Iulernal'' point o[ yiew ·~ A tie- the 'ouudl." 'l'his J)roposition, tion unanimously gave him a vota 
work continu d and re ulled in mendous to-<lo l1as be1:1u made which hail h en debateu pro and or con fid nre by expressing a1>• 
such notable a cllievem ut a the aeaini.t Dr. 'iher on the all ~ed ,·on for six hours rn the pre ·ence proval or hi.s l)OliC'y. Yet al read:, 
Palestine plank in the Repul,- ~round or "br1>ach of di cipliue'' ot all co11('ern d, was squarely de- at Atlantic ily, in the ruidst or 
Jican and Democratic pla tform , oz- "contravention" of th d d- fe,aled . If llll the ftorts o[ Dr. 1 his tri11mph, tbe boardwalk was 
and the Jewi h Commouweallh ·Ion of th Elli rgeucy Co11ul'il Wi e, Dr. Goldsl+>in, Dr. Helle1· huuing wi1h the rumor tbat 8S 
declarations or P re ldent Roo e· not to l)rt-i- the 'ougre ~io11al a11d other , arm ti al"! the were !loon as the National Elections 
veil and Governor Dewey. It i' Resol11tion IJerore getting the ,dth all the fact and do<·tin1ent- were O\'n, Dr S,lver would be 
cl~al' now, a it as in the sprin . ~reen li<>ht from the AdminiRtra- ary e\i<lene+> at their di po al. rorced out of the leadership or 
tbat both the Hou ·e and the Sen · 1 ion. lt i an imponant point , rn11l1l 11ot ,·or1vin<·e a mlijority or the ~mergen(•y Council and lba t 
a te wer J)repared to adopt tbe 1ho11gh by no mean· the most fo1- the Co1111dl to share their posl- Ibe eason to be a signed wou ld 
Resolution but for the intenen- portaut, in a big:hly co111pli<"ated I ion that, for me. i<J coud11she. be tlia~ he was "per ona nou 
tlou ot tbe Executive brantb or -.it11ation. pon rarer111 Pxamina- Dr. ~iher haq lweu exonerated ou grata" with the White Hou e. Ap­
the Government. l iiou, three rh·t·11111'-l,rnte ha1P. im- that 1,;c01e, aud it seems highly parently the program calling ror 
THE DEFER:\fE_.T APPR.\lSlo:D pre;; ed them~ l~e • upo1!. me wUh improper and Jnju1 iou to llle his elimination had been set long 

1eganl to tlll)i 1 ~ue . .fn-.t. it ls ½ionii;t ra11R~ for these t';ioni .. t before lht> mos L re,·ent e,·ents. 
It i not the part of no ec1· t tb t long before th~ b- !Pail r~ to cont inu adv ni ine, Thus far 11ot a bred or t angible 

describe tbe de rermen t a a cal- ·11e or ",H~riplint>'' v.a~ l'lli-<ed. 1h1>;1e •',·har~ei' ' again~t Ur. L'iher evidence ha• bet-n !ol'1hcoming to 
amitou defeat, which it was uot. penrnn "\\ithin the %0.\ , long bo~- aft1-r they had their day iu court uslain the a st-1·tiou tb11.L Dr. ii· 
It ought to be apprai. ed Q11itP tile lO Dr. Ahba I-1illel 'il\er, had ,nul loi.t. ver is '·11ersona. non grata" i ll 
aoberl a a.notbeT epLode on on1 pread a 110-.t of othn acc11.;a1ion Hut othe,· and mol'e weigl'lly b Washiugtou, or for thctt matter, 
Jong and uphill fi 0 ht ror the pol- a!rnh1!-.l him. lt is time to ta le sti+>s are irnol\etl than the formal uffil'ient evidenee to show th a t 
ltlca,l recogultiou or Zioni t aimi; franhly that for man) months an and te<·hui al que lion ot ''di cip- ,,omeouP. el e is "persoua. gratis• 
To exagggerate the temporar . ahomlnahle \\ hi:ipel'in~ compail!-D line.'' \lo'it important or tl1e e is >iima" <IL th ,Yhile Hou e, a~ i i 
1etback is a erio11' error anrl a ha. he 11 ,·anied on against Dr. thf' QllP<1liot1 or Ur .. 'ilvPr·~ l+>a<I - ,•!aimed. '''ithout evideUl'e 0Dij 
.disservice to the cau e. As for sil, 1· thro11_gho11 1he c1111nlr;. ,.. r)ihip u8 . uc·lt anrl of 1111, li,rn o f 1·annot .1111111,e and we must tbeie• 
the role played by the tate he like of whidt we ha..-!' not ex- pnli, y to he tolli>wPrl , The :!l'Olll' tore et rtowu the e rumor Ior: 
J)a.rtment on the instruction of perie1H·e<l ill the Z1oni'-L move- whfrh i~ now th:hiiu~ Ur. :,,il\,,r what lhPy ani I umor. But in• 
the Pre ident, there ('all be no ment for ~-Par"'. Thi · ha nalnral- ~o t.ille r ly allrl whidi ha:-. <'arriPd volvetl iu tlli · whole a1 gumeut ti t o o_pinions about ic. Iu Yie\v or 1 1 1 n 1uv o 1a1 d o • t d1'"t • d - • 1 11 y p at·e, 111e o . ,,1 • • a~a1mi thP. tight into the uon-Jewi"h 1,rei.s a .. re1Si;111g an 1u1ster wp ca• &II that bad )>receded, partfrular- 11 1 l lat t • ~at·l t 1·1oi1 t'· t· h th 1e new a1 1 e,., a1·cu,, ou o hare bP.!'IL untl'ii>urlly tow::Hd his 11 - ue a sump ton t at Et 
lY tbe 1111-rty :Pia rorm , the Pre· br ach oC disdplin ." from the he~inuinK ,rnd bad 1/,wuist. UIOVtn11mt muse check up tdent' o ll tat ment or Octoll I • ll ]) J l rs 11 t • Ith th 'l D lb et<HH r, r. :;rae no c !-. Ptll, oppo,1><l. }Ji'! eu, ry in the fir:; , w :S ate epanmenL or t 
l&th, Secretary 'tim on· lette i PrPsillent or the ZO .\, llim:oelf on J)la1.:e. 'l'he hi toi·y oC this afiair i White lJom;e beto1 e electing any• 
IHtlng t he military bau. autl 'en- De mber 5th ent t le ram to dear aiHI well knowu. The ·e geu- oue lo leader:obip . It I falla .. &tor Wagn r' :1 tnaur. gh en 011 •b r ti 1· • R ious da d • • • e,ery me11, er n 1e ore1gu e- il1>meu llad had amp1 OllPOl'tllll · c , 11ge1·ous an v1c1011s pnD• tbe e1-e or the national election . 1 , , , 'tt , tl S ·1nl.,. t hi h t auon ._,omm1 ee o~ 1e enate. ily to slio,v ,, hat they t•o iild do 1·.," o 11et up-one ~ c: mu that the Re olnliou 1\0uld Ill' - f ! I • 1 l"ad d th 1· t ll 11n.1nt:: aYora) e at·non ou t •~ ror th <·aui;e o f political Z.iouii;111 "' O\\ Ll t s 1pp1::ry pa 10 
pas ed through Con,:re , we had Pa!Pstine Re::.olution, a1ul gave hi, ror ""' ·ral ~1>ar· lwfOlt, Pr. ::,-i . 1lhaslel'. It would plal·e tlle \\hol& 
every rea on to xpect <'OOpPra- ri,Je~raut widP p11hlir-i1y. Jt i.; d ,.,r tnoh thP h1•l111. FrnI1I 1•1 : 'l Ill inovemi>nt in lh J)O~itiou ot abje<'t tlon on the part or th E e( uti\e, 1 1- 1 1 1 • ;;11J,.;.,,· , ,·1 t 1 h t mat i>r o lP<on, an< t Ie rc Hi 11n J!1J :: thP\" 1,111 rhf.l Zioni-<t 1-; 11I .,r- • • "ll''Y o l 11:i po ~ er t a 
Dot inter! r nc • ·o a<ll'()Hat or ~+>tt ini a111u111l i t . :\lol'.,n\1•r, ~""' \ c,11111 .,jJ. TJ,,-,v """' ' " 1I ~ 1,. hP, irnrt 1he l1i•acli; of Zlouh,t lead-aatlsfactor.\· rea 01114 ba\ ~ lwt>u • ·1 I l t I l' J a '"IJUlrl 11· ! II b a A "11111 ar ., »1: r a111~ WJ>r t,Pll •~· ti,..,1 s anrl i:.uiriiu;,; r,int-: , · hilP , " "t; or a y no.-.nven !or its recent ac·tio11. 'l'h1:1 I 1 1 r b '/ - r, nru un I · 1 •· 1 1~ ,.,,., s 11 ot 11 ,.111111, Jl;1rt1 ,., l>r. ~ih•i,r li+>~rled rhe r·n 1ted P;i l- 111! L 
Pressure exert d by the .'\uulio- t1·1 · l • 1 1 E ·1·1 a 1 1H11•1 w1t I t 11-1 111Pt' l! 111 .\ ,,-:1111•1 _\ppeal . 'l'h.,v h.id l ' Hl \ to1<~· who IJHr c uudertaken to 
istratlon upon Conl.!re, s 10 1 rraiu ' 1111 Jt1·il . \\' ., n • tht'"" tPle l! 1·arn •·ha 111•p lo 1oll11w I ht> i1· i: ;111 I in11~ f1111 " n, :::;1 Jvn out ol tlle leader-from repeating wha t the f'r.,si- · 1. 1 1 • I 11rp, 111 ur I 1e p,1s-:a11y of t1 1.- .1111! (·1111 · •1' \H t in• pol1,·it.·'- ..ind tn • 1111 lit\ !) a'i Ulllttl au awful re• dent him elC bad ·aHi onl.v· a few r l • ·1 :p.,u 1tin11 , 111 1·1111 , rn1 • n1i1111 nf lhP 1••"'1 t h..,m t,y Ill +> 1 .,-.c 11Jt. c 111 all .1. JJ011s1 1ilit_v .. o\meril'au Zionism ia weeks earli r appea r wbolly uu- 1 • • - 1 , • t tl < 1·1:-1ou"' o[ t h! ( u11111·1 I, 111' "1- re wha t di,! t ht>y ;:1i·L·on1pl isll ? 1111- •1 It cro,.. ·r o<lds , lt is called upon 1farranted in the circmu • ance,. I •• 1 d • t 1~y 1101 . ( ' Path , ln )il'lld i 11~ 111rt11 1ia1 ,•h . r l1t n •1:o·<l -, '-IJ~ak t>l o· 0 .. ,.,ct uo t a legal and tPcbnicaJ 
Whate, r ma. baYe been doue V\ thP'-'P tPIP~rams, Dr. Go1tl,1., i11 ,pu~utlv of th ii· failu re. 1-·111 mor<' ,,u,.,st ion or ' 'di:! ei pline" bu r tile Dr. ih·er or any other Zionis l l • • • 1 • 1 • t d ,rn, 11,,.a,"'0<1:ttesa,,oeIate, t h ,• 111- tl ian tou r y.-:ir :dlt-1' the ,,·,1•e i.:i·ea au wo1t1e11 tou:si~~ue~ortbe-
l~1tder by w ) o{ eu,our:udm! , 1-ht--. 111lly ,,i rh Dr. ~ilH·r ·s pul- !'aper lwtl htt-n is u1-d, all thei r ' n>e ot l1:11der h ip i t i to llave :1 n<1 

on r men and ·enator, to pro• if'\ at th t i111P and . hal'"ll t he \\isdo 11 1, tli.- il· rlip!o11H1t·~ and Ile kind of polh. y it i to tollo, 
Ct:ed with the H olutiou cannor, l' ,pousihilih. Th.,} 1·a111101 ha,, 1lleir allt-~i-tl lutlllPll(e a t 1l1 t- !Jr. 'i i.et• lta • :otated hi8 po i1iou 
objectivel)' peakin~. IJf> It1S:al'il1-1I it hotlt ''-t)"' Fir,t , 1•0111111it t h \\"h ite lluu:-e fa ilt-d to pnHlun ·lea ly iu ll i " Jai,t publk t>tiift!• 
t.S .xertiuv undu pre, ·nre 01 ''ii - ,+>n "oflt-1,p'' wi1h "h 1h they any a d ion , nut even a 1Jllhlic u 1 lll P Ut. He -.tauds for •·a poliry in 
rltatlug" tbF> Pre-.i,h•nt. -~ l,P- c1 11 mpt 10 1har!.: l>r. ~ih·Pr and l t•tau,t Oil the parr or the Go,en1 wfiieh timilll y , appt-at1erueut and 
t e n tbe Pre,ideu r antl oui - 1ht:-n a f t e l' th d.- f ... rn1t•lll of the lltfoll t or the l"ni t Ptl .'late~ ,n:.aiu~ had,sta i1· 'diploma1J:' will ba ·e ua 
•elve , It i we v.ho are the a~ - resolution to a::- uuie the ~ II- , 11 1 \\'hi te !'ape r polh'y. The }'rt:'-· plal'e ." That is t bt.o real i::, ue and 
~ ie ed P l'l), not be. right ous alli uJ~ aud rule o: id~n t h im!<.-l l mainta1ued a. frie. iil on t hat is ue I am pen1uaded th 

Thel'efore ru. second conclu ion pro eeutin;; a tome, and pla l'e siteurt>. J,'or that watti:r, i:;orue t.ll tUass of Amerlian Zloui I ·lJ.l 
• taia: that to torca tUij r~:jllllll• ~11 Uuj l.ihtlU~ Ul)OU Di·. ~il; t:l ' l:> lb~ o lt~c.ltr8 hea.di ug utlltt ~r· ~laud Willl ~bb~ H~lltl l!lY.a.; 



J n 5, 1945 

Tos r. D. L. ec.tl. r 
From: IT r old on 

I m sending you t attach db c ground terial 

o the fort 1co in eting of the N tion 1 Admini trative 

Counc'l in the 10 th t you il regard it s worthy o incorporation 

into your paper's story on the meeting. 

I am lso enclosing important ne ftems f or immedi te 

relea e. With ny thank. 



JanU$ry 5, 1945 

To: Mr. s. h1n ol 
From& Harold P. :.!t.naon 

I am sending you the attached background mater! 1 

on the forthcoming meeting of the ZOA National ~dministrati~e Council 

in the hope that you will regard it as worthy of incornoration into 

your pa er 1s story on the meeting. 

I am also enclosing important ews items for immediate 

release. With many thanks. 



TELEC2Aiv TO Al GLO-J'E a: H PRi:SS 

Dr . Israel ldstein ' s st at ment hes just com to our attention. 

We ho have served s Executive Director ai1 ., Director of I orrnation of the 

ricen Zionist :Emergency Co1mcil and are full r familiar Vi ith the circUl 

stances le ding to Dr . Silver ' s resi tio consider it our solemn uty to 

declaxe th t Dr . ao1 · stein1s st ter.aent ic. a one ided acoo ti complete i 

istorted in vit -1 respects . I t produces a pict eat variance ith t e 

truth as we know it and a lame defense for the ruthless ctio.1 of . Golust in 

and his associ~tes 11 forcin0 the resi ntio of O't.1.r gre teat spokes n 

oat ifted le er . 

When the whol story is told an revel tion e of the machinations 

!llhich resulte in t ls cal it .. , public op_nion 11 over rhelmingl r vindicate 

Abbe Hillel Silver ond co e his oppone s etr ctors . ~ r--n~hile we 

ish to state : 

1) Dr . Sil er categoric lly refuted th ohe:r e th.at he contr ve1ed a cisions 

of the rgency Council, an the Council at its et oi• C , Ul 

exonerated Dr . Silv r by rejecting a resolution of ce.sure propo e 

Dr . Goldstein ' s associates . 

r 20th 

by 

2) Dr . la.stein h elf on Dece ber 5th sent tele , to all , . bers of r;he 

Foreign el tions Co tttae urgi favor bl ~ction on the Palestine R soluti n 

thereby do p ecis ly hat he is charging Dr . S l er •11th havi uone . Th.is 

is r· ing 1th the hares and hu.r ting 1th the ho' de . 

3) Other leaders within the Oouncil , and • ise in p ticul r , througho t the 

ye r co 1 tted a b eaches of discipline , fr trating Dr . ilver ' s e forts, 

1th gre t detriment to the caue . This Dr . Silver suffered top es for the 

sake o p ce . 
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4) The group in control of th0 ZOA hac. bitterly opnosed Dr. Silver
1

2 

"'ssumntion of nolitic<1lJP-adershi from the beE;inninr-'., despite 'Dr. Cb--irn 

Teiz.n2.nr .. 's earnest pleas, and has never ceased to -ole,n his elimination. 

5) The ~t1e grou-p is resnons i ble for ? widespread end slan erous . 

hisperin~ c~m ai against Dr. Silver and his nolicie~ calculated to 

undermine his nosition. 

·!e tru~t th::d Dr . Silver ill see his wuy to malrin a full and 

frank exposition of the ,hole affair so th~t the r~snonsibility for t his 

disruption ,,rill be :placed where it belon s . 

As a :9rotest we have resigned out' osts. 

Earry Shapiro 
ormerly ~Yecutive irector 

Harold 'anson 
Formerly Director of Information 
Americ~n Zionist Erner Ancy Council 



DR. ABBA HILL•L SILVER ' S RESIGNATION 

. - - -
A iEMORANDUM 

The appalling and long fester ing situati on wi t'1in t he erica.'Yl Zionist 
Emergency Council 1hich led to t he resi gnation o D . Abba Hi llel Silver a co­
chairman of the Council and as chairman of i ts Executive Committee is kno·, t o very 
f ew . Those of us who had been in dai ly contact with the olitic 1 wor~ of ou~ 
moveffient but who cou not in conscience continue after Dr . Silver an h s progr m 
were ruthleosly a criftce have resolved that you shall have the f acts. You who 
have done such a m~gnificent j ob durin the past year , are entitled to the truth . 

I n a memorandum dated December 12t:i, you were info~med o.4 much that ha:i 
transpired in !ashington in connection with the Palestine r esolutions . That ~em­
orandum avo ded any reference to the shockin:, con i tion which obtain in official 
Zionist circle durin this period . But after all tb.at has taken place , and w· t,h 
ild rumors agitating our people throu~ho t the cotmtr y we re ard · t a 80lPmn 
uty t o pass on an many of the important facts a s c 'Yl be encompassed within the 

s r ace o~ thin rr.emorandum . 

At a meeting of the America.'Yl Zioni t Erner ency Council on Octob2r 30th and a t 
a subsequent meeting , i t '/:as agreed that the " e-n light" should be obta ned from 
tLc State Depar tment and t he President before e r s sed f or action on the r esol1.1 -
tio . This ~•as done , not out of a desire to avoid offending the State De ,artme~t 
or the President , but top otect ourselves aga ns· the kind of opposition which ,e 
encountere last Spring . o o e anticj_pn.ted o.ny io s difficulty in view o. 
Sc~reta y Stjmson •c let ter l ifting the mili tar , the r r csi-le .... t •s o:m st9.tern ent 
0 1 Octo er 15th t . Accor din 1,, D . Silver , Dr . ·:ise and D . Nuht'm G~ . dman 
called on Mr . Stcttinius on November th to get the "green light ." 

J:r . Stettirius had no opinion OJ. his o~m, but aid that he oul cor.sult i th 
tho Pre ident . It is altoeether falcc to ~u~;gest , as has be n suec;csted , that 
Ir . Silver o the other memberc of the eleeation which called 0'1 .r . ttinius r,ave 

. romise , expr ,s .. el or im 1·ec tha·:. \'!8 ,; ·oul d give up the reso::. tion i the Stat e 
I e .. artment or the Pre ident reglstcrcd ob· ections . If a.nyo .. e r;ave such a p oriise , i t 
Yas done efore or afte ... the intervie:·-1 v.i t h r.r . Stett_nius - and not y r . '"' ' lver . 

At a .. eetin o ... t. e .'..mer ~ency Co mcil on November 21st , Dr . 1/li~e re ort -' 
011 Nove ,t er 15th J.ir . tet t i us r.ad ,clc ..,honed to h:im and ad er: i d that he 

.: f' r i r ent t :)ou; h ; . shcn ld not rro ec.d v.ith action on Le resolution and thaL the 
natter should e lc~t ith irn for a lit~ e vhile longe . In the is uscion ht 
follo 1ed it . s clear that t .e Cr unC'il ,·o.s not [atisfie,:; th t M . Stott nius • reply 
~e f iritt::ly clo::wd t ' e ...... tte . On thu contr~ry it w s feJt y quite a few t t ta 

n l s take h been made in go · a to ir . " ett-iniuu in t .e f:.!'s t place t at v. e:hould 
La hat the "Geen ll~ht 11 ta 1 , n ~ ct been given y Pre:ide t toosevelt 
:1 n h s c- t a tc ... ent. of Octo er 15th . D . f 11 ve u ·t1ed th t e. ·.:..ro , effort shoul i be 

to • '"l ' v O hJ .. res_ e .t to cl:ar. ·r_ h.:.8 rr, ' nd but D . ise ecr 1 e a.i.11.st c•uc 
... tio , , L.e l b. i1 g +hnt t c Pr e-: ent v.as leaving the country a .. d .ost j mediate1 . 
D:r . Wise em~l-.asi7.ed furthe tho.t Congres... "11 adjourn in a i'f d . s 'Yld that he had 
l r n " ~ 1red t t o r r :-ol i .. ion o il • no t o·· ,·:. 1j • c ac t ed t~I on in tr.e closj ng 
ca s o ... thio Corcrc.ss . . \ ise ias badl y rn.:. informed i .1 both of tbE:~e mat ers . 

The CO' mcil g ced th"'" t • --t on effort c- iOUltl be n a • e to re· ch resident 
oo~evelt . I~ ~a clca fron ~r . 'ls •s attitud t ~ i f tle ate were 1 ~t to 
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him, no earnest effort would be made to urge the President to change his mind. As 
far as he was concerned, the resolution might just as well die. 

The President was not in Washington and could not be reache _. It was not 
until December 2nd, 11 days after the meeting of the Council, that Senator Wagner, 
who was deeply committed to the resolution, wrote a personal letter to the President, 
in which he explained the situation as he saw it and appealed to the President to 
withdraw his objections. Meanwhile, important events had already taken place -­
tithout any pressure on Dr. Silver's part. For many months your committee, along 
with the other local Emergency Councils, had been interviewing your Senators and 
Representatives, Congressmen-elect and other public officials, and obtaining pledges 
from them to vote for our resolution. All members of Congress received our book, 
"America and Palestine" which contained the printed opinions of nearly 400 members 
of the 78th Congress. Senator Wagner informed the Convention of the Zionist Or­
ganization of America that the President• s statement clears the way for Congressional 
action on the Palestine resolutions. Secretary Stimson had lifted the military ban. 
The ZOA Convention called for speedy action on the Palestine resolution. Congr ess­
man Bloom had announced that he would summon a meeting of his Committee to consi der 
t he Palestine resolution on November 15th. In short, the Congress, which all of us 
had been cultivatine for a ful l year, was set for action and the sponsors of t he 
resolutior-s insisted upon discharging their obligations to the J ewlsh people. 

Dr. Silver had wired Dr. Wise on November 22nd, the day after the Council's 
meeting, to this effect: "Because of strike here (in Cleveland) could not reach you 
by telephone. Strongly urge you to contact Bloom immediately and urge him to s ee 
the Chief and persuade him to give clearance to resolutions ... Please inform me by 
telegram or telephone results of conversation with Bloom." 

Dr. ~ise never replied to this telegram. 

On t he very day that Dr. Silver arrived in Washington (Nov. 27) he went to 
~ee Concressman Bloom to urge him to get in touch with the President. Congressman 
Lloom, a staunch supporter of President Roosevelt, declared that he did not need any 
new ''green light." He had already made his own soundines. He stated that he was 
going forward v1ith the resolution. Congressman Bloom requested that Dr. Silver 
write him a letter indicating approval of the course he was following. Dr. Silver 
complied with Mr. Bloom's reques t in order that the resolution be kept alive pendi nv 
cegotiations with the Administration. As you know, favorable action was taken in 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee on Wednesday, November 29th. 

When Dr. Silver met with Senat or Wagner on Tuesday, November 28t h, the 
Senator had no plans to see the President to persuade him to remove his objectiono, 
despite the fact that Dr. Wise and Mr. Shulman had seen Senator Wagner in Atlantic 
City on November 26th. But Senator Wagner was, nevertheless, determined to go into 
the meet ing of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee the next morning and have his 
re(:'olution considered. On that same Tuesday, Mr. Shulmo.n telephoned Senator Wa.gner's 

ecretary in Washington and gave him many reasons as to why the Senator should use 
his e for t s to postpone consideration of the resolution by the Senate Committee. This 
was not Mr. Shulman's mission. Three men -- Dr. Silver, Dr. ~ise and Mr. Shulman -­
l1ad been authorized and directed to try to persuade the Administration to change its 
mind, not to urge Senators and Con res smen to desist from working for the passage of 
the resolution. 

As on earlier occasionr., our ]eaders were working at cross purposes. Dr. Wise 
and Mr. ~hulman were pressing Senator Wagner to have his resolution shelved, and 
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Dr. Silver, following the clear line indicated by the Council, was urging the Senator 
to get in touch with the President. Senator Wagner found himself the victim of two 
opposin forces pulling in different directions. He was telephoned a score of times 
from New York by people, all of horn spoke in the name of the Emergency Council or 
of Zionists. Senator Wagner was baffled and confused -- and understandably so. 

On Saturday evenin, December 2nd, when Dr. Silver arrived in Pittsburgh to 
attend the American Jewish Conference, the situation was the following: the resolu­
tion in the Senate was hangin fire, pending word from M. Stettinius and a reply 
from President Roosevelt to Senator Wagner's letter. Senator Wagner and Dr. Silver 
were awaiting an appointment with Mr. Stettinius sch duled for noon on Monday. 
There was little doubt that the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was determined to 
act -- without being prodded or pressed. The House Foreign Affairs Committee had 
already acted favorably and its action had been ~armly hailed by the Jewish press, 
by the Jewish public and by most of the leaders of the Zionist parties. 

~hen he arrived in Pittsburgh, Dr. Silver planned to call together the members 
of the Interim Committee, consisting of the co-chairmen of the Council and the repre­
sentatives of the Jewish Agency, which, the Council had ruled, was to consult on 
urgent political affairs between meetings of the Emergency Council. To his amaze­
ment he discovered, upon hie arrival, that Dr. Israel Goldstein had during the day 
called a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Z. O. A. to discuss the Palestine 
Resolutions, despite the fact that neither the Interim Committee nor the Council had 
as yet discussed the matter, and that Dr. Silver, who was closest to the hole 
situation, vas not present to supply accurate information. The halls o the ~illiam 
Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh were buzzing with rumors, fragments of information and 
misinformat:1.on. What Zionist purpose Dr. Gold tein intended to serve by calling this 
meeti g, at such a time and place, where hundreds or delegates including non-Zionists 
were gathered not for a Zionist convention but for he American Jewish Conferenc, 
is incom rehensible. Nothing but mischief could result from such hasty and ill­
considered opinions expressed on insufficient and largely inadequate data. ere 
•as the start of a campaign to "run down" the resolution passed by the House 

Committee and to discredit Dr. Silver, whose name had been so closely identified 
1th the resolution. 

Dr. Wise declined to attend them etin of the Interim Committee which 
Dr. Silver had called in Pittsburgh. The other members of this Committe who di 
attend received 11 the ess ntial facts from Dr. Silver. 

Dr. Wise called an unauthorized meeting of the Emergency Council in Pitt buruh 
for Sunday evenin, December 5 (the Council's Constitution clearly provides that no 
special meeting of the Council can be called t i thout three days' notice. ) This 
eeti resulted in nothing except a request that Dr. Silver meet with the heads of 

the four parties r presented in the Council to consider what should be done in case 
the President persisted in his objection. Dr. Silver had to leave for Washington 
imme iately after his report to the American Jewish Conference, and rushed from the 
platform to the train. 

On Monday, December 4, Dr. Silver, together with Senator Wagner, had an in­
tervi w with Mr. Stettinius. Both were shocked and a.mazed when they were shown a 
tele ram sent by Dr. Wise from Pittsburgh to Mr. Stettinius, which in so many wor~s 
tated that bile Dr. Wise wished the resolution passed, he was prepared to acquiesce 

in its deferment if the Administration so desired. This, in effect, told the Ad­
ministration that the Jes of P.m rica would quickly reconcile themselves to the 
1eferment of the r solution, and that Dr. Wise, co-chairman of the American Zionist 
Erner ency Council, could be counted upon to defend the Administration's stand. 
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1 en consi ered in re ro.pect , it becomes quite clear that Dr . 'isQ ' m uthorjze 
tele. re..m , sent \ i th out the prior knovrledge of the Cou.ncil or of Dr . Silver, seale 
the fate of the Palestine resolution . 

Mr . St8ttinius told Sena.tor Wa1snE>r and Dr . Silver th t he woul·--: imm-iiately 
trer.smit t o the President the ca e s presented to him by the:n . (He characterizr·d 
the case resented by Dr . Silver as "unanswerable. ") 

It must be borne in mind that every member of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee received tele6rams fro:n the President of the ZOA , urgin~ favorable action 
on the Palestine resolution . Similar telegrams were sent by the he d~ of the othe 
parties . The telegr~m sent by Dr . Israel Goldstein on December 5th opened wit½ the 
c-tatement : "'1e earnestly urge you to report favorably the Palestine resolutio·1 for 
adoptio by the present Congress ." A of Tue3dny, December 5th then, the president3 
o the Zionist parties in the United States -- including Dr . Gol stein -- were 
officially urging the Senate Committee to act, not to defer action! If there was a 
decision against taking such steps and if the decision was bindinff and unalterabl 0 , 

then clearly t c sending of such telc~rams by the Zionist leader :·s either a 
violation of these deci sions o a reversal of earlier decisions . It i as cl~ar a3 
a pikestaff that if the resoluti on had been approved, all the Zionist leader 1;·10ul 

have ea erly s ared the credit for that achievement . Now that it has cen deferr~ , 
the situation is , of course , quite different ... 

What happened in the meetings oft e Senate Foreign Relations Committee , 0u 

have lcarr.ed from our earlier memorandum . It was qu · to clear to the Sate Depart­
ment that the Committee was intent upon report ng f vorably on the resolutio:1 . The 
tate Department then acopted another method t o achieve its end , the deferment of 
ction on the r esolution . They tried to et t Zionists themselves to with~raw the 

rc~olution . The Zionicts wer e t o assume the role o lob yists against the r own 
meaGure . Someone got in touch with Dr . Wise , pre umably on hednesday, D~ccmber 6th 
or early Thursday morning , December 7th , for by Thuradny noon Senator Connally \"'.ls 

inforrnine Sen tor Taft that the resolutio would not ass the Comrnitte , be ause 
r . W se nd the Zion sts of ew York would soon be heard fro:n . Ont e afternoo'1 o 

the s9..1Ile ay , } . Stetti ius telephoned Senator \la ner and asked him whether e had 
already heard from Dr . V/ise and the Zionists of Nev York about w thdrawin the 
re:olution . 

Dr . isc lost no time in complying •ith the rcquc t ma1e of him . H called 
h.o rreet n s , arrain in v.£.olal.,ion of const · tutional rinciples , and nt these meeting 
it 1as ecid.ed to send a delegation repreuentin the 4 arties in the Council to 
\':ac-hington .Lo arrange for the deferment of the resolution . The l:rachi O niza­
t.ior vot d r,ainst this proposal an refused to participate in the deler-ation . T' 
,~el~~a icn headed by Dr . Israel Goldstein , arrived i n a~hin ton on Fri~ay rnornin >, 
Iecrmbcr 8 h . Ith d been instructed to see Dr . Silver befo e gain to the Cai ol 

d th t othin was to e done until they had spoken v,ith Dr . ilve . But by £ : ~o 
A . M. , r . Wise l ad alrcacy t lephoned Sena tor Wagner , cain urgin..;) him to as:-: f o 
c1c.r rmen . 

The delczatio was advised y Dr . Silver tat it ~hould not make the Zionist 
move'ment ridiculous in \''ashington by reques i c th shelv ' ng 01 a rosolut on v:hic 
all o~ us 4 d been rging upon Con res3 fo al ,ost a ar . r . ilvcr ointe~ o 
Lhat the e Ccmmittee was pressing for i , that it was not tho duty of Zionist 
lea('e s to ress :for deferment , that it a enough to indicate to the State Depart­
rre~t th t t. Zionist ~eacers \{Arc not presci fl the resolut on butt at th rratter 
v;t.s in the .ands o"' the Sen to Co ... m ttco , ·hie as ent en action . 
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The celcr. lon ra~'l" . ett ni s , Scn3.vor '7agnor a.!11 Sc1n.to Co!"..::::i. l:,r, 
chairn:a:i of the Senate Foreign P.elatio:is Co:nmit~ec , ~'1d dis•.!Uss d vu ious co:rr··-::·o:nL->e 
proposals wl ich ha1 been consi ero:l iJ1 the iscu3sion v th D_ . Si c_ . T. ~ dele-ra-
t on made it cle r to ir . Stettinius that the Zionist lea~ers ter~ not -s~i~g ~or 
action . \."bile t: .., e .re tary 01 Sta to t ough L W'3ll o.f a cor:iprom.:..::e w' er.., y t 1e 

resolution would b3 voted. out, by the Sena to Fo cign Rela t,lons Comrni t tee wl t.1 L G 

understanding that it would not c::>:r: to the floor of the S nate for final actio!l at 
t hat ses3ion of Congress , t is prop::>so.l was turned dm n by S:ma.to Corin.ally . The 
anti- Zionist elemcn cs in i.ashington v,ho were anxious to see the re olut,io~ s .. cl ve-.... , 
f elt very confident -~ th~ very prese:ica o.: the delegation of Zionist lco. 1ers out­
side the doors of the Senate Foreirrn Relations Co:rnni t tee indica Led tta t the pl~ n to 
get the "ionists to C.: nonn their own ea.sure was succeeding . .. .. er::oers of the <"'snate 
Committee a 1 what as happening . The J1:.v, thcm3elvco were '1~ ded :....n ct.:.d .. ot kno,1 
what they iantcd after they had conducted an intensive campaign in bi3half o.f the 
Palestine resolutions for alrr.ost a year -- and all this was happeninz only 43 hours 
after the very same z·onist l eaders had ocnt +elcgrams toe eLy member o t11c Senate 
Committee urging favorable action on the resolutlon ! 

The delegation of Zioni sts :as actually invite by S nator Conrially o co 1e 
i n and a dress the rneetin of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Fortunately, 
t hey refused this invitation . 

~.~at took place at the last two meetings of the enate Fore n Re ations 
Committee you have learne from the ea~li r memo~anium . You knov that t e S~ate 
D par ment hns assumed full responsibil ty fo r the d f rmcnt of action . You have 
. een the statement issued by the tate I:epar ent. Yo ~ow too , the attit . .,_e of 
the rncrr-bcr~ of the Senate Foreir~ Relatio~s Com, ve s indi cated by the t Lement 
which twelve of it mem ers -- seven Derr.ocrats a f1.ve Republicans , constit.ut.in~ 
tNo- t.ir s of the Committee members vto considerc he re olution -- ffiatlc : " ··· w 
~-iGh to record our own pers nal ap ro 1al of the Resolution ." 

\~en rr . Silver resented a c mplete report o what ha trans re in co -
nection with the resolutions to the Fmer-e .. cy Connell on December 20th he mad.ea 
de~~iled an corr.preh nsivc analy~is of the present situation an ~ulm· ttcd a program 
o.i. action which he ur ed the Counc ' l to considc . He al8o u _ed tat a sub- om:nittee 
o appointed t o make a care ul study of the Council ' s orgo.nizationnl structu:- vith 

an to the reater cffici9n y an th ~moothe functioni cf t c Cou ~il ar the 
avoidu~ce of such tragic pu li~e at crocs purposes in the future . 

Dr . Sllver •s sta ernent a.nd an account of wr..at trar1splrcd at the last t, o 
eetings o~ the Co ncil cannot be covered adequ tely i this me mo:·ar. . 

it to cay that tte err.all group which h. been qu ' etly o posin r . Silver 
frustrating come o his most import nt efforts almost from the very mome the \a 

me.cl -r,o lead erican Z onist pol tlcal work, rcfuse'i to deal with que tions of 
olicy. They were out to "get" Dr . Silver. This clique , composed c iefly of the 

re resentatives of the Zionist Organization or A~-rica on the Coun il , created an 
" ssuc " -- Dr. Silver had "contravened" the Council ' s deci.. .. ionn . They could not 
:ait t o "'ettle their score ith him imrnedi· tely . A motion to ce sure Dr . Silver v;as 

uarely re ected . How vor , a motion c 11 nC'I' for tl e re ignation of "all o ficer " 
f the Council ,as made followin- which noth r motion to table this la~t pro osal 

~as defeated . Dr . Silver then r igned . 

The ludicrous so the tru ped up charges ainst -r. S' lvcr becomes 
bvi s af ter o e urveys the c .ount o.r what really took 1 cc n Wa.srington . It 

rhou)d be added that here ave een occaslons hen t here!@..§ contravention of the 
ou ci l ' decisio 1 , ~hen Zion t l eaders hAd acted i nde cndently nd r oken 
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discipline, and when such actions had damaging effects on our work -- but the gentle­
men of the Z. O. A. in the Council not only refrained from censuring such acts, but 
condoned them, actually gave them moral support and encouragement. Dr. Silver was 
not one of the leaders whose actions were under fire. But that is a story requiring 
a chapter of its own. 

Here, then, is an important part of this tragic story. We have dealt with 
first things firot, and have given you an account of some important happenings in 
connection with the Palestine resolutions. Other important aspects of this critical 
situation, as well as a discussion of the basic and vital question of policy in­
volved here (which is really the core of the problem) must be dealt with separately. 
This basic question of policy should be fairly clear to you from this memorandum and 
from Dr. Silver's statement of resignation: "l shall continue to advocate ... a 
policy in which timidity, appeasement and backstairs •diplomacy• will have no place." 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Formerly Executive Director, 
American Zionist Emergency Council 

Harold P. Manson 

Formerly Director of Information, 
American Zionist Emergency Council 
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STATEMENT BY DR. A~ A HILLEL SILVER 

I have been requested to comment on the statements issued by Dr. Israel Goldstein 
which purport to give the facts connected with the controversy which developed in 
the P..merican Zionist Emergency Council. Dr. Goldstein ' s facts suffer from deft 
distortions, twists and significant omissions, which give a false and misl eadin, 
account of what actually transpired. 

1) Dr . Goldstein states that at a meeting of the Emergency Council on October 30, 
it was unanimously decided not to press for the resolutions unless and until the 
preliminary approval of the Executive branch of the Government shall have been se­
cured. No such decision was taken by the Emergency Council on October 30. In fact 
no decisions whatsoever were taken at that meetine. The minutes of the meeting 
quote me as saying : "We will not go ahead with the resolution without fully can­
vassing the situation . If the answer from the State Department is at all vague , I 
would not recommend proceeding with it . " This precaution was suggested, not out of 
a desire not to offend the State Department or the President, but in order to pro­
tect ourselves against the kind of surprise which was jumped on us last Spring. The 
Council wanted to make doubly sure before it moved; but no one really expected any 
opposition in view of all that had transpired in the preceding months . 

At that same meeting I reported (and I quote from the minutes of the meeting) "that 
in anticipation of the reconsideration of the resolution when Congress reconvenes , 
the Emergency Council has been engaged in stimulating afresh the interest of the 
members of the House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign Relations Committees. The 
local emergency committees in communities in which these members resided had been 
asked to approach them again and to bring them up to ate on recent developments n:l 
t o suggest that early action on the resolution, wh n Congress reconvenes , would be 
desirable . The results so far are gratifying." 

Thus the Council , on October 30, was fully informed that continued activit ies in 
behalf of our resolution were going on and would continue in Washington and all ove 
the country . It is false to suggest even by implication that the Emergency Council 
at its meeting on October 50 ordered all of ou~ activities in behalf of the r esol -
tion to bed scontinued . It merely directed that we explore the mind of th~ State 
Department on our resolution, and there was a consensus of opinion that if the 
State Department attitude was found to be negative , we would then not proceed with 
the resolutions. Until such time , however , activities in behalf of the resolution 
were not to be discontinued, nor was word to go out that we were even considerin~ a 
possible postponement . 

Inquiries were accordingly made at the State Department , and at the meeting on 
November 21, Dr . 'ise reported "that Mr . Stettinius had telephoned him and inforrne ­
him that he had seen the President ~ho urged that nothing be done about the bill at 
this time and that the matter be left in his hands a little while longer ." 

This , however , did not satisfy the members of the Emergency Council . any felt 
that they had made a mistake in decidin to make inquiries at the State Department 
in the first place . We mi ht have assumed that the withdrawal of the military ob­
jections , the party platforms which included Palestine planks and the statement of 
the President himself on October 15 were sufficient "green light" to go ahead . 

At this meeting, and here again I quote from the minutes , "there followed a l engthy 
discussion , and it was finally decided th t efforts be made once~ to obtain 
clearance from the President through Senator iagner, and perhaps others . It was 
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agreed to leave it to r . Vise, Dr . Silver and 1 r . Shulman to take the necessary 
action with re ard to an approach to the President. " There was no other action 
taken at this meeting . 

In other words , the Emergency Council, upon second thou ht, was not satisfied to 
have the resolut on s elved just ea.use the State Department nd t e Pre ident h d 
indicated their objection to the reso]ution . They were not content to let it go at 
that . They wanted persuasive influence to be brought to bear upon the Administra­
tion to change its mind. 

tr . Wise strenuously objected to this line of procedure . He did not want the 
President "annoyed" by our insistence and our per~uasion. He reluctantly yielde 
to the pressure of the Council and thereafter , far from using his energies vigorouo­
ly to persuade the Secretary of State and the President, he seriously interfered 
with me in carrying out the clear mandate of the Council . 

2) Dr . Goldstein forgets to mention the fact Tihich I made knovm to the Council that 
the day following the November 21 meeting, I VTired Dr . Wise urging him to 5Gt in 
touch with Congressman Bloom to see the President . Dr . ise never replied to this 
telegram . 

3) no one interested in the pas sago of the bill ever saw the re,..ident on the re ::rnlu­
tion at that time or since . He was out of Washinton . All our information has orre 
through Mr . Stettinius . The first and the only personal contact with Mr. Stettiniu 
to carry out the wishes of the Council could not be made before December 4. It i P 

made y Senator \agner and myself . Senator Wag er was not in ~ashington before the 
preceding Tuesday and our appointment could not be made before the follo ing onday. 

4) But by December 4 the Senate Forei n Relations Committee had alre dy met and 
rad considered our resolut on . In fact , at the request of Senator Taft, our 
Palestine Resolution was to have been considered by the Committee on Novemb r 22~ 
but out of courtesy to Senator Wagner who was out of the city, the consideration of 
our resolution by the committee as post oned to November 29 . I reported at the 
ceting of our Council on November 21 that such a meeting of the Senate Co irr.ittee ha 

been scheduled for the next day, but had been postponed to the 29th. 

Senator Taft requested consideratjon of the resolution on his o,n initiative . Ha 
was neither requested nor urged by me . Already on November 11 (please note the 
date} Senator Taft wrote me : "I have had to delay my return to Via.sh gton until 
Thursday, but I hope w can proceed ith the Palee-tine Reso]utjon :1 rr d at ly. " r e 
v.:as one of the co-sponsors of the resolution . He had resented th postponcm nt of 
the resolution last Spring. It wa hg who had kept after the military until he ob­
tained the J.etter from Secretary of \ ar Stimson withdrai.1ing their objections . A 
soon as Con ress reconvened , he began pressing for his resolution, just as we all 
did , including the delegates at the Convention of the ZOA at Atlantic City . 

5) Dr. Goldstein suegest that if I ha not brought pressure on Congressman Bloom 
to take the uatter up vdth his committee , no action whatsoever would have been taken 
4 Co .gress . I did not arrive in Washington until November 27 . By that time a 
meetin of tle Senate Foreign Relations Committee , as I indicated above , had al­
ready be0n set for lovember 29, acd the Senate Committee was prepared to act favor ­
ably on our re elution at that meeticg . 

It has been u estc ht I 
T'1is 

ould have asked the committee to defer action . Why? 
on nor rr ndatP jn W shiPgton. I as there to see 
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whether I co ld ersuade the State Departm nt an the President to witl ,..:ira:r their 
objections to the passage of the resolution. Failing in that, the Council would 
then have to decide what to do, sine the first report of the President ' s disap­
proval did not close the matter as far as the Council wa concerne. I ha not yet 
had the opportuni1.,y to conta t either the State Department. or the P esident. I was 
r:ot to see tr. Stettinius u~til De~em er 4 . Until I had had the chance to persuar'e 
them and failed, I could not go , nor did the Council obligate me to go, to the 
members of tte S,nate Foreign Relations Committee and ask them, many of ~1hom ha 
bee11 critical of the State Department ' s intervention ad of the President ' s act.ion 
last Sprin , to postpone action on our Palestine Resolution for v1hich the J evrn of 
America had so persistently pressed up to the very last. We were not pressin6 for 
the resolution . The ressure cl?.!!le from the Senate Committee itself which wes so 
much interested in th Palestine Resolution that it met o~ four su cessive o casio~1 
to co~sider it and it insisted tiwe ar1d again on approving our reaolution in spite 
of t · o personal appearances before it nade by the Secretary o State and in pite o 
other pre3sure brought by the Adm. ist at.ion against it. Even wlen the resolution 
was finally postponed as a result of the pcrsiste t pre:::is·.lre f Lo the State Depart­
rrcnt and the President , t10-thirds of the members of th Senate Co~mittee si,ned a 
round robin in vhich they stated that they would have vote for th resolution w2r .... 
it not for this rrs steYice of the State Dep rtment a:1d the Pre3iJe.1t. 

Con~res:rr.an Bloom had publicly announced right after the President ' s statement of 
Octcber 15 that he would summon a meeting of his committee t1e day after Congr€)SS 
reconvened. He v,o.s eager to move for mrd . I called on him for the purpose of 
getting him to contact th esicent and State Department. He did not feel that t' c 
State Dep rtC1cnt had to be cot.oulted about it . It vas one of it"" b siness , he 
stated. Prior to my arrival in Vashin0 ton, an in anticipation o the meetin of 
his committee, he had had printed as a House ao urnent , the Palestine endorsements 
rr.adc by the fot!r hmdred con0 ress en and senators which ppeared in the volume , 
11 erica and Palestine , " recently published by the EmGrgency Council, It i'/aG 

Congrc~sman Bloom's own idea and all credit is due him for it . ~on0 ressma~ Bloo~ 
was "OTr.8',\hat concern d with the fact that he might be blamed if he mo ed form d 
~nd tr.e resolution failed of pas cage in his committee. He 11anted us to hare in t. 1 ~ 
rc_ponsibility for moving head . I reassured him on that score , and _a_t ___ _,_ 
Iv.rot him a lotter following our interv ew in ·hich I backed h m 11p . Conhrc~s.an 
Bloom convoked his corrmi ttee on o ember 29, the very c'ay on which the Scnat Com­
~ittee met to co sider our resolutio . Bloom was undoubtedly encouraged to move 
forvmr rapidly by the fe.ct that the Senate Comm·ttee had scheduled a .ce in'"' on 
?overrber 29 and was expected to act favorably on the resolution. 

6) Wh-n we finlly got to r . Stettin us on December 4--a1d here Dr. Golds lcin ' G 
memory a ain conveniently fails him -- \ e were shown , rieht at the outset , t ... at fatal 
telegram of Dr . 1ise hich fas dispatched without the lmowledge or i ther Senator 
V'a ner or myself and without any uth.oriz tion from the Council on the very eve of 
ou interviel , a telegram which was calculated ton llify the effectiveness of our 
mis~ion to the ecretary of State . This telegram which in so □any words told the 
Secretary of State , and through him the President , that Dr . ise and many of his 
associates woul readily and without protest accept their de ision with reference to 
the r esolution , brol'e the back of the entire effort which the Council had resolved 
to 1rakc in order to change the mind of the State Department d of the President . 
Our only hope lay in pcrsuadin Mr . Stettinius , and through him , the President , that 
the ntire Zionist Moveme t and the entire Jewish people of America ~ere solidly 
united in manding action on the resolution ~hich ad been hang fire for over 
ten mon hs , r.Ld th t their op s , which ho.d been r ise co hi&h by 11 t .. at ha 
trans ired duri g the ear , vo ld e dashed to the ground if it became lmo n that 
the President inoistcd on a secorJ.d deferment . Dr . Vise ' s telegram wh ch as s!">nt 
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from Pittsburgh at the tie of the ress ons of the ~.cricari Jew sh Confere~ce and 
presumably with the k \'1led ,e of Dr. Gol stein, deli er tel.. recked th effort and 
o pcdoed he 'C3olutlon. 

7) Dr . Golds tein ha~ another s~riou la '"e of memory. On e e .ber 5 he c-ent the 
following telegram to e1:,~ry member of the Se ate Fore cZ11 Relat ons Co•. rr tte~: "We 
~J.r:n ,stly ur~:c yo11 r8port out fa ora ly Paler-ti e e olut on_for_ __ <lop j 011 by present 
§0)1 rAcs .. . Your Committee's favorable action would ,e deeply appre~iat~· as ful ­
fillment President ' s magnificent messa~e to last Zionist Orgarlizatiori Con enl·on 
and ov-cr .helm ng American opinion as cxprc ce'l recently in bo t,h arty plat ... o ms. " 

Why did Dr . Coldstein violate tl e "u ni1;;ous dee;ision" of the Emer.;·ency Cou cil in 
rging enators to act on the resolution rhc-n he kne 1 .f'ull we] 1 that r o ''<.., en 

Jight'' had been givm? If Dr. ril r is cuil y of a breach of ciscipline , hat 
about r. Goldstein? But the gentleman was lying safe! If the resolution passed 
r. e would share in the credit. I1 it failed - w y he ·voul' s e to it that the fail­
ure would all be b1amed on Lr. Gilver. 

And hav n~ sent thi telog:·am , why did he appea =· 11_]1'3.s on forty-c @.Ll ou s 
lHtPr to urge the same Senato snot to 12QJill ,he rcGolut 

d 1'.a "in[" ome to \Yashington to persuade t .e Senators ot to pas :J U e resolution , 
·by did he perrni t himself to be ersua,de by me not. to car o 1t hi mission? In-

s ead he and the oth r member of the co mittee ~ent to 1 . Stett n. us to tell him 
that tho Z on sts were ot rc8iin fo1 t rosolu , 011 but the. t the pr ssure came from 
t e en te Committee itsel (wh ch, o cour~ was the truth). I s Dr. Goldste un­
v1illin ever to assume r po .... ibi.li ty for v- t 1 e do s, o st..J :-; , or rl t ~s? Is the 
fault nl •ays tat of someone elr,e? 

8) r. CoJ ·stein again has onvenient la ::e o mory when he fails to mention 
trat at tL Ex cutive of tl e •rr.ergency Council v.h h met in V'cs ington on r on ay 
orn g, ecern er 11 (ar..d wh1.c y the way : the only author zed meetin of the 

Fmcr ency Council ince them etin on overnber 21 -- the o her m etings 01 Decembe· 
7 nd being rump rneeti gs called by Dr . ise in contravention of the clear pro­
visions of the co stitution) it ¥as agree that, not ng b done to nter.re - h 
the pas aue of ,he r . o u ,:ion n 1hich the For ign Af airs Commit ee as to at that 
·ery aft rnoon, but inst a Ur. ~tettinius should be asked to issue a statement that 
his ppearance tefore the ,:,e ate Committee d d not indlcat chan e of attitude on 
the art of the Presid nt . IIothing v-as to be aid to Mr . Stet.tinius !...bout_gr~ferr n 
t he F> e Re olut:i on . Dr . ise and r . Golds toin concurred on thi ... , and I joined 
in the dele o.tion to Mr . Stettinius wit that under tan'in an only_ t :1 · _basj . 

9) Dr. Goldstein stated that the resolution v.hich vas a proved y the Houae Foreig 
Affairs Committee ~·as rcga d d y many Zio ists here and especially in lalest ne a 
a "watere -don" r esolution because the word •Jewish" was omitted efore "Commo -
ealth" d the word "ultimately" as retained . Ho , ten, is one to accou t for 

tle fact that the presidents of Hadassa.h , izr chi and the Poale Zion , as well as 
r;r . Li sky of t he Jewish Agency xecutive , hailed the r solution in publ • state­
ments? Dr . Wise told Congres man Bloom end me on the very day that it was otc 
that it was "a very good resolution ." The Jewish press like ise welcomed i t hearti­
ly, and the Ameri can Jewish Conference , meeting in Pittsburgh , acclaimed it . 

It might be in point here to recull that at the H-arings fore the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs - on February 8 - Dr . Gold tein wa asked by Congress an Schiffler: 
"You do not propose immediately to have a Common ealth? " To hich Dr . Goldstein 
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replied: "No; we could not propose it as an immediate step, because we realize 
there would have to be a Jewish majority in the lad before we could act for the 
implementation of a commonwealth, and the achievement of a Jewish majority will un­
doubtedly take some time." (Seep. 119 of the Hearings.) 

10) Dr. Goldstein is guilty of a distortion when he states that at the final meet­
ing of the Emergency Council, where I announced my resignation, I asked to be made 
the sole leader in the Zionist movement in America with absolute unconditional 
power. "When this condition was not agreed on," st.ates Dr. Goldstein, I "hand.ei in 
my resignation." There is not a scintilla of truth in all this. I stated at the 
meeting that the present set-up of d~al or multiple leadership in the Council has 
led to serious conflicts in the past and had culminated in the present crisis. I 
advised a re-organization of the Emergency Council with an eye towards the elimina­
tion of conflicting leadership and the centralization of authority. In connection 
vJit.h that, I read at great length a lett,er VJh_ch I wrote to Dr. VJise :in 1945 at the 
time when he and Dr. Weizmann asked me tot .ke over the leader~hip of the political 
worlc of our movement. In that letter I stated that if Dr. ~iee 'li·lisbed to continue 
as the active political leader of the movement, no one was thinking of supplanting 
him. I assumed that he wished to be relieved of it. "If now you feel that you wish 
to retain that offico, not in an honorary but in an active capacity, I wish you 
would let me know definitely and in making my reply I will say that Dr. Wise is head 
of the political work of the Emergency Council and there is no need for drafting me 
or anyone else." 

Dr. Vlise knew exactly under what conditions I assumed the office at his and Dr . 
Weizmann's urging. The purpose was to eliminate the very unfortunate overlapping 
end cross-purposes in our political woi·k which brought the Emergency Council to 
banla.~uptcy two years ago. 

My resignation, as everyone know~, was not prompted, as Dr. Goldstein asserts, by 
the refusal of the Emergency Council to accept my ouggestions for re-organization . 
These suggestions were not even considered at the meetin and have not yet been acte 
upon. It w s a motion to request all the officers of the Emergency Council to resign, 
a motion which the Council refused to table, ihich called forth my resignation. 

THE FOLLOWING SECTION (#11) IS CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT FOR PUBLICATION. 

11) Dr. Goldstein refers to a memorandum which Dr. Nahum Goldmann sent me purport­
ing to bear port of what the Secretary of State had told him and Dr. Wiae in reply 
to the request of the Council to issue the statement which is referred to above. I 
was a member of thG committee which call~d upon Mr. Stettinius to request that state­
ment. The reply of Mr. Stettinius was not given in writing to the Council, but orally 
to Dr. Goldmann and Dr. Wise who ha pened to be calling on the Secretary of State on 
another mission, Dr . Goldmann sent me the following memora durn a few days later : 

"r. Stettinius called Dr . Vase and me into his room before meeting with the delega­
tion. He told us that he had been in touch with the President about the statement 
which we had suggested he should issue. He said that the Presi ent was in a very 
bad mood because we had gone ahead with the Resolution and instead of acquiescing in 
his request to hold the matter up for the time being, had sought to bring pressure 
to bear through the Senate. He felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him, 
and Mr. Stettinius said that in the circumstances it was difficult to discuss such 
questions with him at this time. It would not be possible for him Or. S.) to issue 
the letter suggested." 

I was surprised and disturbed by this repo~t, for in my two previous contacts with 
Mr. Stettinius there was no indication whatsoever given that the President was in 
a very bad mood or that he felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him. 
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Dr. Goldr.1rin di not treat that "information" as confidential. He co· veye th s 
11 infoI1nation" to ne spapcrmen in New York. A panic moo vm.s being fostered amo11 , 
Zionists with the design -- as later events showed -- to bring about my res .gnat on . 

I'1 reparation for my offic.Lal report to the Ei err,ency Council, which was to be 
eiven on December 20, and in or er not to do any in ustice either tote Secretary 
of State or to the President, I ma.de inquiries as to whether this memorandum of Dr. 
Goldmann correctly represented what Mr. Stettinius had said, and whether perhaps he 
Lad been misquoted, or misunderstood. 

I received a reply to the effect that Dr. Goldmann's memora~ um 11 flas not quite i 
cco:-dance with the Secretary ' s record. The Secretary told Dr. Wis that h .... h1rl 
een in touch wit the President as he had offerei to do re~ar ln~ the statema 

Hhich Dr. Vise and Dr. Silver ad requested him to make. The reaction that 'r. 
Stettinius obtained was that the President felt that this group should have co~-
1idence in his handling of the matter and that it would not be appropriate fo 1 • 
Stettinius to issue the statement. . Stctti us asked Dr. vise if he wo11ld be 
good enough to give this information to Dr. Silver." 

This, of course, is a radically different version from that of Dr. Goldmaru 'o. 

There is nothing ere about the President ein in a very bad mood, or feelin hat. 
the Zionists had lost confidonco in him. Eut Rabbi Golcstein, fr from bsing 
shoc~ed t Dr. Goldmann's amazing misquotation of a most critical report and far 
from regardin it as somethil'!g "scandalous, " denounces rather my fact-finding in­
quiry as something "scandalous" . .. 

12) There arc may other thirgs hich this i choo0es to forget. Already at the 
Zionist Convention in Atlantic City he and his little cabal were preparing the way 
for my elimination . he Resolutions Committee of the Convention had prepared a 
resolution which holeheartedly ndorsed y administration and called for a con­
t inuation of the dynamic and successful rogram of the Emergency Council "under the 
present leadership." At a subsequent eeting, Dr. Goldstein demanded the elimina­
tion of the r,ords "under th pre ent leadership . " He made that request, he aid, in 
the name of Dr. Wise with whom he had spoken y telephone in ew York. I stated, of 
course , that as far as I was concerned, I intended to hold my office not a sin le 
0ay longer than the Emergency Council wished me to, and that, of course, I would 
a~ree to the elimination of' the words "under the present leadership." 

The Z0A Administration had a ifficult time at the plenary sessio of t.e Convc tio 
to put through the resolution ithout the ords 11 under the present leadership." I 
ersonally had to step forward and beg the delegates to agree to the omission o 
hose ords . But my friends and I e all alon what was in the mind o Dr. 

Goldstein nd his clique. 

15) Many will recall the fight which raged at the Z0A Convention in Atlantic City 
about my annual report hich the administration was determined to schedule at the 
very end of the Conv ntion when most of the delegates would have gone horn , in 
order to make mall change of it . Dr . Goldstein had to yiel to the pressure from 
the delegates but the whole miserable affair as another result of the embitte e 
and envenomed policy of undermining, belittlin and discreditin which Dr. Goldstei1 
and his friends had been carrying on throughout the year . 

14) The Rabbi has since carried out a successful urge of Silver adherents on the Ex­
ecutive of the Z0A and among the representatives of the Z0A on the Emergency Council . 
His efficiency in perfecting his political machine should be the envy of Tammany Hall . 

For further informatio write to : Harry L. Shapiro 
250 W .... st 57 St . 

Room 1050 
New York 19, N. Y. 



WRY THEY RESIGNED Reprinted From 
THE DAY 

.January 7, 1945 

New York. - Two leading exe<'11- THE FULL ,RESIGNATION TEXTS OF TWO DIRECTORS 1Anwri1 an ~~ionist 1<:mt>rgt>lll'Y whelmlngly vindit·ate . \,\,~ llillt-I 
tiYt'S or the Am riran Zio11i t I Couul'il. For 11101·e than a yeal' Silvt-1' aud co1Hlt11111 hi oppoui,11I~ 
Emergeury Council today an- OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGE CY COUNCIL, I I hav tri d to sen ·t- 0111· l\luve and d trul'lo1 s. l\l1,>a1rn.-hile " 
nounced that thf'y ha e resigned SHAPIRO AND MANSON. jmPnt with all the euergy. resourte- 1 wish to ttate : 
in prntest against "the crippling fuh1P. • anti de, 1>t10,1 that I could I 1) Lr. 'ih r l'al gorically ref -
or Dr. Silver's program'' bJ those rer o11 t_he very day_ ~e was -to Iother peualty was ~xa"~ed of you l mu ·tel'. Throughout thi period I uted th l\har~e that Ii onlnt ­
members of the Council who eonfH with ::\Ir. Stettrn1us. fo1· your r pealed v1olat1011s o[ de- l have upporlt>d th polide1. act- ! vened dedslon . or the En1Pt'V,t-ll<'Y 
fort:ed Dr. Silver to resign as to- , "It is difficult to ~ lieve that , l"i~i 0?.s O ~ th ~ .•0u,11 ~·~I, an~ th at ,r_a11l•f-' d hr Dr. 'il~er , ,~•hil'h I _b -, 'ouul'il. iu1<l tht> l'u1111d\ 11t lIs 
<:hairman or the Council and a · you, Dr. ,vi se, who rn the past Di. tlvei ue,et Jllessed foi s1tdt Ii,. d 10 h Ille wt~Pst m the s1t11 - m 1:-ti11g or D 1..· 111\wr :!lHh xou ­
chairman or ils Executive Com- have made so many coutributions discipliuary act_ion agaiml you . al ion. I !tan• viPWP<I lhe polil'iPs 

I 
eralt-U Or. Sih·er hy r j1:-l'li11g a 

mittee. The reigning executives l to our people's cause, detiberat Jy ! Lllongh yon did not offer th e ut' his opponents 011 1hP <'0 11 11,·il resol111io11 01 teu:;un, 11ruIio hi by 
are Harry L. Shapiro, Executive chose to contravene the authority .Countil on th08e occasio!18 tltP with 11tisI1·11st an1l c\ i xl'avor autl Ur. Gold tt-iu's a~~oeiaI ... .., , 
Director of the Council, and H 11 - of the Counril and injure the in - courtesy or au explanation of~am 1·on,i11n•d that. moved IJy iier- 1 :!\ Ur. Uol(.ist1:-i11 him. elt'. on 
ro\d l'. Manson, the orga'l:li:i:ation's terests or the movemeut. Even at l yo1tt· ads. Now the 1·esignation so;1al r·o11 , id eratio11s. tht'Y have I De<•ember 5th. s1:-11t telel,{ram:i to 
Dire<'tor ol Infonnatiou. , this late date, I d10ose rat\J r to or Dr. 8ilver has beeu forced nippl t• d Hr . Silv r 's 11rogram . 

1 
all members of th Foreigu Hela-

TI t t • t· • 1 tt • believe from my knowledge o! thf-' lhrough th e etforts of the Z.O.A . whkh J)l'Otlt1 t .. 1l I ht- //.l' ea1 achievt>-. tions 'ommittee urgiug favor:·ble 1e ex OL 11e1r, e ers OL re- I . . 
signaliou, submitted to Dr. Ste- · ua·kground that you were iu[I~ - hlot·, while you have re tained the ment s or tlu· 11a·t year. I a.111 also action ou the Pale tine Re!:olu-
phen S. ,vi e, tbairman or the euC'ed uy the im1all group now 111 l'halrman~hip or the C9until. r·u11\·l11t•tid that if th ese me11 <'011 - tio11, thereby doing prHi ly what 
Council follow : , tontrol or the Z.O.A ., who long Thi s duu\Jle staudard s.et up by tinue their Jll 't'SPut tacth·s. tuey l\e · is charging DI'. ilv r with 

' !sought to u11d rmiue Dr. 'il\•er ' • the Z.0 .A. Administration group will lead th e Ziouist Movement ; ha, ing done. - Thi is running 
H .\1'KY L. SHAPIRO TO ; leadership and involv e him ill givf>s litlle hope that futur polit- ' eitl~ r 10 a com1ilete :tand:: till or with the hares and hunting with 

Jt.\BBI " 'J. }; failure . nfortunalel.v, you have ical lle<.:i ·ions and actions or the to moral a11t1 politit·a\ bankruptt·,v . th hound . 
"Dear Dr. Wise: ! allowed yourseH ·to be guided by ~ouucil will be cond11 cive to th ' ' ·Hut I look ronrnrd tu the tlmr 3) Other leader!J within the 
"It is with r gret that I rind it . thes men and you were, in my be t intel'e ts or the Zionisl i:ause. when o11r Movement will resume Council, and D1 . Wise in particu-

. t t d r i n _ !opinion, exreedlogly ill advised in , ''The chief victim of the~ de- ' the dyuami and 1·011rageou 1>oli -' lat t llroughout the year commit• 
~1! c~es;:r{he °nir:~t:t 0~~h/~!e~J do! ng so. I plora ble mach \nations wh_i h wer cies JHll'!-ued during the pa. t year. t ed grave breach-e or discipline 
· z· · E c ·1 I ' ' You cancell d tl1e long sought ca r ried on sySlematlrally 1 1• many , hld1 r am eonvhwed will le11d frustrating Dr. Sllv r-'• erforta, 1can ',1onIst mergency 011nc1 . , , . 1 • • . · t ' 

• • • h appointment with th ...,rec.ident mon ths, < u mrnatmg " 1th h e to tht' f11lfillment of uur peoplt>' with 1reat detriment to the I do this 111 pl'otest agalllst t e , - ~ . . • 0 .• s·i .• . Jo- i 
Ca lculated action ot those n1em on Februarv '>od beraus1:; o( a ro1 rmg or , •• I ve1 • 1 es ::. nat n hi tor i r ho1>e. ,·ur1-1.., . '1'11·.· , Dr . .'ilvu1• "u(("'t'ed 

• • - • 1 - in et'rect a politkal assassina- " • ' ., " bers or the Council, which rorced Jectur engagement you bad 111 . , • . . . "111 l hP e l'lrtumatan1·ei> , ('till · : u pa'!:. (or the ahe or p~ace . 
. I ti r D1· Abl Hill l th \YL I. Tiler ! · good rea'on 11011 . \.\Ill not be D1. Abba Hill el do1· imp,..ls Ill to render hel' wirli 4\ T•· ... vI•n11i1 i·u o11I1·ol u" th Lbe I e:1 gna on °· · rn e . . . . . • Sil\'er but unfort1111at el" th u" " ... L Silver, and in order to dissociate . to belie\·e 1hat It the meet111g w1th I • .• , , , • -; .. my re~1g11atiou as Dir c·lor of 111 1/. .0 .A. bitterly oppoi:.td DI'. ll:-

,. If r m the group wl lei per th Pr i<I P11t had taken p\a('e as .Je" i,ll people an,i thP Z10111Mt rormcitlon of th A111eri<'au 7. ioni,-.I H1· . a su1HI1lio11 or 110\itil-al IE>a ·•· m. se ro 1 1 
- . . I c-a11 e Ur 'liver· · ah enl'e rrom u petrated this de 0 tructire act to planned. lit e late or the Pale tluP • . . • • . . Euwri~ul'y Couutil. t' l'Sitip r1·onI th h ginning, despite 

0111' cause. namely, the pre ent ;R solutiou in Congr ss would 
th

e p~lm al ~1,. 1?'.. or 0111 m~,~- "Sine 1· ly younL llr . ('hai111 Wt-i ;.mJ11u' · earnest 
I ! , I . l1a,·e b 11 ,1,·rI·e1· tit • ncl that i·t ment ,ll this c:1 llllal moment is a •· 1r 11 I' 'l ·'n " re1ne ·entat ves o the Z 0111st 01·- , , a aro t .• , " son . , p l e.J!> , Hild lit1s u ... it-i· <·ea ~rd to . f . J would ha\'e "een :i)>proved by '011- luxury which o11r ))l:'ople an ill ganizatI011 o mel'l r a oa t 1e u . . . , . . . . 1ila11 Iii!! t>linii11a-lio11 . . ) I I G \·' . u gi· ss eai·Jv tbis , .... 81. !\ lt is 8 att'o1d. H the (oun<il p11Is11es a .JOIST ST.\TK\IE.\T Hl' Cou11<'1I, 1 r . rae ' o ustelll, no- • • • < • • • • • . • ;; ) The ·a11It' i, rnup ls respoos-. ~. J tl • Jr se1.:oud a1>poi11tmeut wilh the polky of wallrng and waltrn~ for :;H .-\PIHO .-\ . ' I) :'\1.-\.\~0~ be1 t S;w d an you, se . 1 , .. .,. . I' 1 ,. f, 1 . . i hl t> (or a. wi,despread and !:. luud r-

'·The re<·o1·d u[ the C'ountil Pr id nt wa:1 Sl:'t' lll't'tl only 011 11 01 en ig 
1
.t 

10
.111 t te pu\\ t:> l s \\' t' who H'l'\' f-'tl HS l•:xen1livl' 1111 wl1i sJ)!:'l'ln~ ean1paig11 against 

show that 011 s vel'al oc ·a ·Ions :'Ilardi !Ith through Dr. Sil\'er ': lllat ht> a revl\'a\ or th e ~htailla - IJirt>l'tor a11tl Uire,·tor uf Jut'orma - !Jr. ~ilvt'r a11 1t his 11u l il'it-~. 1-1.ll-nut atliludt- -- lheu l Pt' nu you willl'ully violated d cision • or efr'orts. aft f:' r the luteneution ot' I iu11 o t' Ihe Amt> r h-u,1 Zioni .; t ,·11latetl to uuder111i11e hi po1:1lliou. 
I adi>qualc rpason to eontinu p !h t" l,h Council or the highest im - th ~lilitary. Another meet 11 ~ 1<;1111,>rg. 11 1· y l'o11111·II a11d :.tr foll~ \\' trn t lhal U1· . Sih•d' ~Ill • • lar.,0 e-•t·cil p111Jli <- r la1ions 1>1·0-portanr. To mentiou three oc-• Wllh lh t Ill.l ei' ri· l'l al'y of tate , famil i a r with tll • l:ir1·11mstan tf:':., ·ee his•way tu. makinv a 1' 1111 and gram or the ounl'il. That would "' cas!ons: ( 1) Your cancellation--, lo be rollowed l>y auotll 1• m et - leu1li11!!. lo lJl' . Silver' ;; I' si:•11ation . rrank xpo ·itlo11 ut' the wlwle 

"'ithout consultation or authorlza- 1ing wilh th e President lat r in the be a waSle of money uud en r·gy . con itl r it our sol mu dut,.· to lli, -.. l'k . d d to whil'1l I rnnnot b a p<'l'lY, ul'rair so that the re~pouslb!lity lion - of the appolntm nt which year. w re 1 ewl t t'rustl'ate u l'iar tha t Dr. Uold st ei11's . !alt>- t'OI' this di rnptiou will b plaetd 
had b en ·ecured for your~elf and to the IHterl'erenre of .on of your " Hi : , r y will pas judg'llellt ~11 mt:>11t Is a onP-s id d at' l·u11nI . in - b b I 

I 
th violenee whith yon and your w "'l'e It ong •• Dr. :::illver wit:1 the Presld nt [ol' <'lo~e at ·otlate • d v1 

1 
l'On1plt>t i> :tnd di IOl'lPtJ i11 vit;tl A a prott> 1 wp harP. resigned 

February:!, 1944; (2) Th serle · "D:·. Silver has b used or a sociate8 hav one to the ta res1>et'I . It prodn<·es a 1>kt11r n 11 r ." f' pedive po t ~. . . . h I int re, t of th Zionist movem nt. or intractions of d l'isions of th contra,· uing a d ·1 1011 ol t e at variau<' with lh t• truth as Wt' 
1 Council connected with your visit Coun(' ' f with refer~ne to'the '011 - "'incerely your, know it. a'ncl a lame <lel'en ~l' l'ol' 

to the President on O<.: lobe!' 11th; grc sional Re ·olution, but it i " Harry L. hapiro."
1
t he 1·ulhl S' action of Ur. Uold -I 

an<l (3) Your unauthorized tele- siguifitant that th motion pro- ' t in anti his as o<'iat in for Ing 
gram to S cretary Stettlnius on posed by Rabbi James H Iler II .\ROl~D V. ~fAXSOX TO the re iguation or our gl'eatest I 

• 1 • • D • I RABB, wnrn k ct t ·rt ct I d I October ~th, lilt mauug your oc- cen ·urrn • r. 11\' r. was square- spo esman au mos l!,l e ea er . 
qui s Pnce In the deferm nt o! the ly 1•pje •ted by the Couhcll and "Dear Dr. WI e : : \\.'hen the whole tory is told I 
Palestiue Rernlutlon- a telegram failed of pa :-age at the meeting I " I t is with a !eelin;{ or deep re- I an,d l' velation made or the ma.-
whir'h you sent without the know- of De<'ember .?0th. I rurther call to gret that I ha.Te obse1 ved the re-I cl2lnatlons wh ich resulted in this I 
ledre ot the Council or ot Dr. Sil- your attention that uo censure or j cent denlopment1 within the calamity, public opinion wlll over-

HARHY L. ' HAPJRO 
FU l lll\'I I\ t:i ,r11l1\ .. Jl i rector-
.... 1\l fl <' 1111 Z. ,011 l (.' 0 11 11 1!1I, 

HAROLD P. !\JAX OX 
lo'vrm rlr L> ,rec10r ot lnforma­
tlon-• .\.mer. Z/001,t i:merre11c7 
Cou11rll, 
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THE STORES THAT SERVICE BUILT • UNIONTOWN, PA. PHONE 24 • CHARLEROI, PA. PHONE 73 

r. Harry L. ,hapiro 
5 respect Place, Tudor City 

ew York 17, N. Y. 

Dear Harry: 

January ,4, 1945. 
Uniontown, ~enna. 

Just arrived home from ew York and found your 
welcome letter of the seventeenth awaiting me. In answer 
wish to state that I will, within the next two daya, pre­
pare a letter to the ~ergency Committee Chairmen who are 
checked in green crayon on the list you sent me. This 
letter will urge them to wire the presently constituted 
~ergency vouncil requesting that Dr. Abba Hillel 6ilver 
be invited to attend the Atlantic 0ity Conference and be 
given the opportunity to explain his actions with the sole 
purpose of recreating unity of action toward one common 
objective, the establishment of a Jewish onnnon ealth in 
Palestine as soon as humanly possible. 

In the same letter I will urge that a resolution 
be presented and Pa,, at the Atlantic ity Conference 
for the purpose of the immediate recall of Dr. Jilver to 
active political leadership of the .illmergency Council, the 
organization that within a short period of time and u.~der the 
direction of Dr. Jilver has been the moat dynamic and motivat­
ing force in the Zionist movement. 

The Uniontown Zionist District passed a resolution 
sunilar in substance to the one I hope is forthcoming at the 
tlantic ity Conference. I will attend the Conference in ~.c. 

I will mail you and Dr. ilver a copy of the letter 
when it is prepared and I will return the mailing list to you 
as soon as said letters are mailed. 

'7ith kindest personal re gards, I remain 

Cordially yours, 
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THE STORES THAT SERVICE BUILT • UNIONTOWN, PA. PHONE 24 • CHARLEROI, PA. PHONE 73 

Hr . Harry L . ..hap ir o 
5 ~respect Place, Tudor City 
~ew York 17, ii . Y. 

Dea rlarry: 

Jniontown, .c en a . 
Ja~uary 26, 1945 . 

~nclosed is a copy of the bulletin- letter 

wl • ch I mailed to all those invited to attend the 

meeting in .tl.tlan ti ~ i ty . 

li1ight no be a bad ide to have more copie 

made nd mail them to the r mainde of the .!illlerg cy 

Co:.m1ittee chairmen ••••• might help to create a nation· 1 

clamor for Jilver. I mailed .Jilver a copy. If you want 

to l!lake the copies und do t~e mailing you hav.., ny per-

rnissio . • 

1/"y total c apaign expense thus far h· s been 

910 . 2,1 ••••• I thi!lk that w.ill bet e fi al ar.1ount. 

~emailing list iv also being etur.ed 

under separate cover . 

\'/i th kind est regards, I rerna.:.n 

]or ially you , 

~ 
'.L te ,]ohen 
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ZIONIST EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 

Dear Fellow Chairman: 

Uniontown, Pa. 
Jan. 26, 1945. 

As chairman of the Uniontown Zionist Emergency Committee I wish to 
take this humble means of enrolling your support in a movement to recall 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver to active politiical leadership of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council and the early restoration of unity of action in 
the Zionist movement. 

I ask this favor in behalf of Jewry and at a time when you will be 
preparing to leave for the meeting in Atlantic City on February 3 and 4th. 

The appalling actions that led to the present grave crisis have no 
place whatsoever in the Zionist movement. The conflict that has arisen is 
regrettable for reasons too numerous to mention. 

If there is no harmony within the groups that comprise the Zionist 
Organization of America .... if the best minds and most important leaders 
cannot agree on a program of un i ted action .... if all the constructive work 
consumated the past twelve months is t ·o be wasted we are faced with a great 
Jewish tragedy indeed. 

Our sacred and important work call for "straight from the shoulder" 
talk and action. There is no place for conflict over strategy! No room 
for petty politics! No time for personal jealousies and private enter­
prise! And regardless of who is to blame for the unfortunate conflict 
within the ranks THERE IS NO EXCUSE for the matter becoming public property 
to provide ammunition for the poisonous guns of the anti-Zionists and to 
dampen the spirit of thousands of loyal Zionists throughout the country. 

These are critical times. Jews are suffering and dying and the need 
for a Jewish homeland in Palestine is gr eater now than ever before. The Amer i ca n 
public has been geared up to a favorable pitch and the majority of govern­
ment officials know that we are justified in our demands. America's leader­
ship in the war places her in a position to demand justice for the Jewish 
people who comprise the most persecuted minority in the world. 

Knowing the past history of our long fight and knowing the accom­
plishments of the Emergency Committees during the past year under the great 
leadership of Dr. Silver leads me to believe that ONLY a n aggressive, 
dynamic, unified policy can lead to total victory. 

We must not falter for a moment ' ! We must not decrease the tempo of 
our pr0gress! We must continue under the same kind of leadership and ac­
tivity that achieved such marked success during the past year! The challenge 
is before us! 

The responsibility of establishing a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine 
is too great for any one person to ass.ume. It necessitates the unified 
cooperation, untiring effort and personal sacrifice of every good Jew. 
Outside influence, political misunderstanding and personal jealousy must 
be set aside at once. The entire future and best interests of Palestine 
and the Jewish people are at stake. 

I urge you to demand from the presently constituted Emergency Council 
that Dr. Silver be invited to the Atlantic City meeting and be given the 
opportunity to explain his actions and give his own unadulterated version of 
the events that transpired the past few months which led to his resigna­
tion. Wire New York at once and ask this favor in the true spirit of 
Judaism and Zionism .... for the good ofall! 

I further urge that you support a movement to have a resolution 
passed at the Atlantic City meeting calling upon the national administra­
tion of the Zionist Organization of America to take immediate steps with 
a view to the prompt recall of Dr. Silver to active political leadership 
and the early restoration of unity in the Zionist movement. I shall deem 
it a privelege to cooperate with you to see that such a resolution is 
passed. 

With all due respect to Dr. Goldstein, Dr. Wise and many other 
Jewish leaders it is my sincere and honest belief that the Emergency Com­
mittees throughout the nation, directed for the most part by the superlative 
leader, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, have been the most dynamic, the most motiva­
ting and most successful forces ever to advance the Zionist movement. 

If you honestly feel that there is merit to my suggestions please 
cooperate with the above requests. 

With appreciation and hoping to have the pleasure of greeting you in 
Atlantic City, I remain 

Cordially yours, 
LESTER COHEN. 
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ZIONIST EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
UNIONTOWN, PENNA. 

Mr • Harry L . "hap ir o 
5 Prospect Place , Tudor City 
if ew York 1? , • Y . 
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STATEME T EY R. HAYil-! GR:EEKEERG A~ 
ATLArT IC C _ ':'Y CO 7FEES1 CE , FEBRUARY 4 , 19 45 

D~. HAYII~ GREE .. T.BERG: I would like, first of A.11, to a:poloGi ze. I c,hcmld 
have been here last night but was ctelayect because I had to b e resent u,t ' '..."". all­
day conference of he Central Comn ittee of the ore;anization to whicn I hn.v t:. 
honor to belo1:.;,_~ , 'lnd where I had to be pres nt to Sl'.)eak fran -1y, in order to 
clear MY status with r.1:rr own 11eo1,le . r·y organization decided b:· a vote of ~l 
; Lin3t that Fhatever its past atti tucl.e, it would stand whole-heart8clly 0ncl 
loyall~· bel1ind this reconstituted Emergency Co 1ncil ( e~1 lausc) "' n • I have been 
instructed to tell you tha.t all sections of O·1r :~ovement in he ni ted Stn ns 
will do no hin in the co . in ~ months except coorerate sincorcly rnd devotedly 
witl: he constructive \·rnrk unC:.ertaken , and still to be ·ndcrta':en y t.1is 
Emcr~0ncy Council . 

I ~-·as as]::ed yester r"a:· at that conference, a legitimate question : :hat 
policy ar0 :.rou :·oing to rJursue now? ill it be - and I quo o one of 27 cor. rctc:e -11 A policv of Mi.litanc~r, or a r at:ie r pc1ssivo !)Olicy? 11 unc. I tell :rou \:h .:.:.t I told 
thcin :- storc1.ay, 111 ,i thf'r P polic:r of L: scle'"s, i :1flatcd -ii::.i t· :re·· , or vcrb[•l 
a~r;rensi,..rencss, nor a :polic; of cisgrl-ceful tinicity c1.nc s b"'1is"'ivcncrs, b-.__:t r 

caref··:i.ly rr:ar_r,cc.-out nnd enorgcticw. ly carried-out y,oli cy of .1.'< ;1..li sr.1 .:1nL: cff .cti Y 
ncss . 0 

I v;ill tell yo no v, ·rho.t I □ c;.n by th:, t, nncl i.·•hc..t I ...,cant yes crd:-,~r Fhcn 
we ~do1,ted tha forrnla . 

·n·i ng he last fif t0e or sixteen mon he, i A:. C'rican Zionis , (. lot of 
very rood ai1d. in my on1.n1.on ffcctivc work he. s b0-0n dn c . P;~_blic opinion ~n 
this . country has been aroused; Zio~1isn was on th order of t e (l.''Y in .A.'71cric~4n 
politic2l lifr- , anC: I wo--.ld b he laf't on( tom· ~mizc tho imJort~nce tl1:t 
work . 31.lt o-ur nolicy c:1"1.c". 'i'> t of our c1ctivi ies in h.:t y0 ri od , i·1ere, if I ':WY 
use t;:at exT,)ression , fixatec. on a certain J lan, or de~::ign . I t •ms , I ro'U..!..c say, 
a kine, of fixation . A fixation r,a ct ti""l s b a very ve r ,/ v: 1·1able i.nstn1....,ent; 
it r:,.a:r a.lso, if carrier. oo far, bcc '.) e dc.n.r.-erous - d.nn.1;erou ~n the "'ence t:h,*t 
pno:ple sor.ieti'ien confuse ;"IP"'ns a. r'_ e"'l.d.s. 3.,r this I :-ienn co,.·c :-. ·n · vc:;.:: concrc e . 
The passace for inf>ta .ce of a conr·res~ional resol11 t ion f c~vor.: ... ')le to the .r :,bl ir.h­
Ment OJ. a Jewish Corru1om,1ealth in Palestine is not anr should. '1.ot be co!:si<i rod 

s on end in i tsclf . It is a mean ; naybe at ccrtc in mor:1cnt ;-, vc . .r :L"!J">O rtant 
.1eans; but it is not if we think in lon •,- ran6c tcr"'1s the '.-J ale of Zi o ist policy 
or Zi onist strategy. There is , as Si""'r.lunt Freud has c-ho·m, s·~.ch t. inr· as a 
co':1!} ~ rion to symbolize, a II symbolizicrungszvan ft, ancl o e;ct lost so ctir'1 s in 
a. s:-mbol , to forget how that s:7T'r1bol ·ms er r..t d, to ferret th·.1t r1 n crP..1tcd th at 
syrnbol, ·ma. thet it die. :,ot come fron above, ro"'1 the s':y . Anc1 ,.-,e .. u t b ware 
of such n. state of r:i inc... I sha.l~ tell you in c., r.10ment h:i I mer.n b-· this . 

I am the lant one, my friends, to pass jud'""1!1ent en hem rits order ri s 
of the America'1 Constitution und r which ,.., live . :aut I c1 o JYto os t.1.1 ::· t c rtL1.ii1 
elc1.1Emts of the cri an Const· tntio:1, of t. e cons ti t 11 i onal truct u:e of ::1i s 
Uni on , s~1ould be regi st red in our consciousnese", . i·. ether -:c li}'"c it or not u. 
tre enclous power, particularly ,-rhere foreign affairs ar concerned, is concen-
t r ~~ted in the hands of th Ar.!nini st r · ti on of his ountry , c1.nd in •1artic llr T of 
the C!1ief z ... ec·.1tive of that Ad...,inistrn i on, th Fresicl.ent of th nit d Stater . • 
'vlhctl1e r we like it or not, Coni:;ress has no p0\·1er of ini tiativc n forcicn r.1a c:~: 
the E.."\'.ecutive alone hc:..s the power of initiative . And in adcli ion ;-,3 tlinf;'· s+anc. 
tocl~y, ,-r h thcr , r...s u. citize~1 of the 1.-rnrlc~, I lil~c it or I c~ir.li:-c i-: , c t • enc1,o ·r 

m·cr is concontra.t a. in the hands of hrco me .:.n this ~orlc. , hrcc men 1..·1ho 
may settle he Most essential fl'..irs of our planet for a period to con e ~ 
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~- at are the conclusions I aI'1 inclinec1 to c.rciv: fron his ['n:.. .. l·r si~ , if it 
1 ,.. n, believe , a correct c.-naly, is , It vn.s ver~r desirable , i is still vr-rJ 
desir~.':Jle to havr> a good conP-ressional resolution on Pale ..,t ine . 3· t I n v 0 r 
tho1ht , c?.nd I clo n0t think todr ... y , th".t the acontion of s1c11 L r esolution in 
Congresn , the beGt resolution i::. the vorld , wo ld ,.:,10unt to th 0 solution of our 
:rroblem , and that after such a resolution Palestine would. be of ·ercc. to uc:, on • 
silver platter. Such a ref\ol 1tion is not le.,.islatic1n in the concrett> ,.me' bind.1.n:·: 
sense of the ,,ore . A rC'solut i on of th~t kind. , on :t questi n o: :'orei ·n offaii·s 
is - I won ' t s,J n. pious wish - but it is an expression of cr;:<'tcl ·. izcd 2)1 "li 
oninion in this country ; there is fluiC:. public orinion rinr e:err' is cryst· lli::cc., 
more ricid pu1.Jlic o-riinion , more official nublic o_._ inion . 'J}his is t'1c c,ssence of 
n. conerc sionc~l resolution . I f Fe hac' .. to su1 J ose th~t , for in t Y:cc, t~H' Pres· t:)r.· 

of the United Sta es is , as I was old by one of my Zionist fr.:.cnc"'..s, anti-Zionis.., 
- a thing which I do no for a sin-;lc mo;;icnt b lievc , but if it ':! re tr c - no 
congressional resolution ,-,oulc. force the Prcsient to t aka U}") our C(.sc ;,.,:1c' to fi h 
for our cause . Uor would a sint;le voice in this country comr. .. ftcr the war and 
dcJ"YJand the im'!"C,d1Jl'lcnt of t:1e P rcsir~cnt bccat sc he did not ficht fo1· o r ca·1rc . 

'::he resol"J.tion hc..s not b8r>n adortcc~ , unfortunatcl:r , n.nc-1. I a.r.1 not 6 oing at 
this r10. cnt to d.woll on thC' history of our efforts to ht vc the rcsol1.1.tion a.darted . 
31t it is clear at least to me, that within the ncaro t fc•• months - I lo not 
undertake to pronhccy n..viything about the si uation , or about clc i,..ions to be 
ta1<en bz.r us in Hey or in J une or in August or next Septembrr , but ,.Ji thin the next 
pr riod of time thc:1t it woulc1. not be wise to have a. new resolution introduced in 
either the House or the Senate . ':ihr•t does not me'm thnt our r ro i:" r· M for the 
co,...,inc ·!onths sho 1lc. be a negative one . For one thine w0, :il 7. of course have 
to continue to cultivate the friendc:,hi~s •re h ve alren.dy acq1irec: in so11C quc:i.rtcrr 
ve ,.rill 1.::i.ve to nnJre new contflcts , anc to culti .... -:.c t. ose contacts; but a he 
smne tir.1c it would. be a great rii stake on our 1,ar to limit ou1·sel ves r er ly to 
official ne otiP.tio~s with 6 overnr.i. nt,,1.l bodies or vi h r.1en in r s ·1onsible nor i icr 
in Washinr,-ton , and. d..o nothing as far as the count r:r as a ,,ho:e is con er:1 d <.i!lcl , 
far as A e1~ic~·.n y,ublic opinion is concerned. . ,. ,'-"t ,c pur:rnse to c'o at t:,.is T10:1C'~' 

is to launch a nation-wire ca·-rnaign , over the lent:th 311c1 breadt:1 o::. h0 country, 
. on:· various cections of the non-Je,rish ponulati~n in the United St·1t ~s , in orrer 

to i::1-._ res , not once , not twice, b'l from t i:.;P to ti e a,.... thr oc • .. si n or the 
o:pport1..1.11: ty emer,...es, and as rieeds, concrete practi ol nC'ods, ~ rl clari _.,.i od , in 
ore.er to oring to the '}.tton icn of th Ad.minir.tra ion, of tl Pr ic:cnt, tho 
scntinents of the pea~ lo of America in regard to Palestine ·tnf tho solu ion of 
the JC\·ri::h problcM . To a ccr ain cxt0nt it is a q_uesti vi of "lof;ans to b'1 
cm1,loyed; it if' a qucs ion of h0 1dnc' of propaL>anda ,., , wi 11 now ;18.VC to conc.'1ct 
in the ou. tr· . 

I person:-i.l] y thinl: th.::i.t the time h[ls co""l to pre<:, en t 01-.r n cd.G, ,,.ncl o r 
ul ti ate {·oal in Palertine, to .A.nerican :rublic orinion, net r,, rel:r in tc1· ,.s of 
the sol i on of a proble. of let •tc, s :r son hunc.reds of thou.s·'.nc s or o: a r..illion 
Je"ish inc.ividual"' . I t \·'0'1.ld be a T'listake 0;1 ot1r :rart o r c'u. e Zio. isr;1 +o t:iE' 
no1.- Je,.ish world in eri a as r1ere7-y a probler.1 of resettl i.n( ref·-1 ~· en or removint: 
ref11';ees from one part of the ,,,orld o [mo+her . Of cour~e ·we nnst not o it to 
:eep Ai11 ri can ru"Jli c o·,)ini on inf or . ed about tl;.e s i tua.t ion of hund1·cc~ s of 1 oust nc':: 
of Jeus in countries econoMically devastated, of ~1undreds of :~o 1sand<' o: '!)au, Pr-

i "ed Jev·s, but it would be dangerous rs I see it to have Zionism rcc.uced merclJ 
to t:iis topic . J know unfortunnt ly how the population prccsurcs , J i:ish 
po:i1ula ion rrecsures in Europe today have become rr:uch weaker than th~y ucrc :ire 
enc fo r and. five and six y crs U{;O e Only[,• fe1.-r ye rs ,o WP we r e in .;., ;)O"iti,n 
to s·)ea.k of '11illions of J e ·s cla~.10rin;__ for c c1.mission o Pnle.--;tiLe . T:1 c...t ·as 0 

reat source of powe r. T,.1os millions of poor Jews we re i ,..om countries • n­
inte ratec: Jews vithout ci vil righ s ; but the ver exi stence of those :ni.llions 
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of Je,· was a reat source of olitical pm-rcr for t~1e Zioni t !-~over.ient . Tha sc1·C'• 
does not exi t today o the ex e:"1.t it did exist only a fe•1 years nc o • I con't knn: 
how 1an•r Jc ·s ~ave survived. or Fill s rvi ve the delu e of blooc. on he :=· rop ca 
con inc~t ; Fe }-:.0ne that substantial numbers ~!ill survive, but ·•r- lia.vc no ill'..1 ic,nG 
as to the fact that the majority of E11ro ean Jeus on the Contir~C'nt h:we lr,.nd:,r 
been E"'.!lni:1ilatecl . I think it vrould be impossible toda:" to 1,;on "::.!l c.' t~ o ~)o •crs 1 :tt 
be , h,.,t n Jewis:1 om~':)m,,ealth !3ho'.1ld be establish c in Pn.lcr i:·:e onl·· on t~1c 
strenrth of thosn hundreds of t:1 ,1usnnc'.s of Je\!•s who arc, or ria:" ·oo rcv.dy o,,ay o .,. 
to Palestine . In this re rcct we \lill have to return , in a sense, o clcssicnl 
Zio"li~m , in the sense tha it is not <.l. Matter of solvin the :r:,roblcm of <- cl fin:t "' 
nu, ber of inc~i vi duals, b ,.t of solving the :perennial nroble. of [ :10r:: lcs"' :nco_.")le 
L.:.S P. w.1ole . Thr- means o thin\: agcin in long-range terns ancl not onl in ems 
of he co, ·.n decc'.de . On the strenc;th of t. is we muc,t der.a. '- h ot Palestine sLo· 16. 
be desit;n· ted c..S a ~one for Je1,1ish mass settler.ient, whern all Jmvs d: "O c' co~e 
m£:: ~o - Je,rs fro .. all kinds of countries incluc1 ing even the Uni C?cl. States. 

At the sane time our propaganda - nncl in this connection I think not onJ.y 
or Pven r:ostly of the J evish po1 ulation, but of the !10.-Je,rish r>o_ i_l' i on a C: 
ublic opinion eencrally - r:mst pursue parallel methods: one □e - hoc1 is ,..,s I said 

befor0 , the resc,ntation of Zionism as the solution of .::t hiqtoric:.l, i·1 c scnSl' 
y erennic'.ll --,roble:;i in Jc ish life and the life of the ,-,orld. B 1.t at ~ '1c , ~:io ti.. e 
:c r·ust reckon ·d.th tbe possibility that our final status ny not be d~cic.cd for 

r.onths .:ind even . aybe for years. And sol"'1cthing :"!USt be done prior to thr t s c t le­
r-:cnt • . /obod:r lC1ows r .. t this moment when he final decisions wit:: rE'\ ai:d to Palcsti'1n 
1rill be ta>en . ot only the problen of Pal c:- ine, b t he re,,t • roble .1 s of E ·rorc 
itself - what to do ultir)'mtely ··ith Ger n. y, or ·•ha orders sho·1J.d be 6 iven to 
Pol~tnd - are not necessarily going to be finallr decid d within tho n eYt f0w ~onthr. 
Before the final solution, \'11at e.ro we oinf to do abo t t.1e ~ oli tic;:.l ,...tutur of 
Pc.uertine ruid the s•atus of th Jewish peo ... le i!l P~l c inc ? Th· i:-1:· o c~ s 0- c:.cfi!.i ,-. 
obli a ion u ... on the Zionis organizations of this co,mtry, •nr~. "nrti.c,J . . rly UJ on 
the _,mcr~cnc·· Council. We r:1ust not limi ours0lv s o propa ~ ... c,·1 rc ·, rc,1n only 
tl e final set lc::ient of Zionism, but at the sar1c time be nlcrt, vi il· nt cv ·ry 
i~ le ~~y, in ; ut in forward srccific concrete ~c~tmds rcln i~c to the life of 

the Jc, ish COM"':: 1nity already existing in Palestine anc. reg rdir..,~; t.1c i:?1 r ""c-c of 
Jm ish ponula i on in the.. coun ry, prior to t10 final soluti on of t .H , r oli icu.1 rroblom . 

Yo hoarc. toda;" fror.i :r. Zaslani, anr. yoll hoard last nir-ht, I .:i~~ ·.,o, fro~, 
other friends, ab0ut the ,..it ,;,.ti on in sor. c of the Euro_ ... ,in count:·i c;"" . I thin]: the • t .,_. • h t' f • • • 1 · ~ t t· · 1 
c-1 U, i , 1 0. is m11c graver i1ar. cm o uz 1 .ar;ine, or are inc 1r.~c. o .1 ;1.~; _; r~ ver 
.:.n ~n entircl ci_f ren ,.e. s • So, of u heard a f ,. we k c ·o :: ::o .. onr. of o ir 
friend,. .•·ho cn"'l to Ar.ierica from France, Jose ·•1h Fi,. her, t .1e rc:· ,·cr•pnt .. ti "C of he 
Zio. i : foverient in France, fl.. represvntati ve o.lso of the Res· st,;.' r:cc ::ovc· cnt in 
th· , count r',,✓, who told us errif,,ri ..; things, not onl - abo·-1.t he 0 on "1::. or so · .:.u1 
sit a t ion of thousan s of J0\•Is in Fr~n c toct.y, but c~b0 t : ,ir ~- :1 .... .. 1 rit 1ati"'n . 
nou .~ .d.c of Jm,,,., for inst~:mc , hav in he :,"e .rG of t :.: tl c :➔ c cc1 ... p· ul Jn, : 1~ 

A:·;,:p..n na~s'!')or s; th ;r hav , cq irC'd ertificat ..,s fron he C· tholi 0:1urc;. o .rl 
ef:r t tl at h v were Catholicc, b irth - if thc !·e is ruch a : i:.;,.n~; ~,.. • Cath0lic 
b;r bir h . ..;ow, \1hcn they hhve been liberated, m£my of ,h ,.1 ref ir· to ~·ivc u,1 :.cir 
official status as C tholics . Son of the h<ve even.., br·~ccd c:.rir;tianit.,r i 
rec0nt onths in ~ranee aft r the liberation of the country. 

noes • t mean ? I means Or.1 C' hinf ver·, - w 11 I was t 1J: : l e r1 to -;ny S i;:--·01 C , it is anythin
0 but sim le. It rer: ind,.. r.,c of the tep , ·:en in lC . Sevcntrcnth Century by Sabatai Zvi . Sa atai Zvi thoucht of li bc1·a ion , of re-m~ •"ion. H did so:icthin in hi 0 rn :anta.stic tcrrns in order to redeem his 
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pool_)le 'and redeem himself n.":ionr his peonle, and after the crisis, \•rhcn he sa\·! ,.h:.t 
nothinr.: had been achieved, that nothine could h.'..lvc bccn achicvcc , i·:1. "' state of 
utter a.\.Jspair he :proclai ed himself a lfoslcrn . I 2.m afrn.id. that to'J r.m~' J L'US , 
t:1ousr:nc.s of t:1eM nov.1 in Frc,n e, in Belgium , perhaps in Hun .ary Qri-.' so 1c o h0r 
cou.'11.trics , just because they don I t sec any rr-y of hore in their lif .._ , <-' .y noro 
of rcc.cnrtion, because the doors of Palestine are closed to the--: , bccG.uc-c t21cy 
don ' t see th ir uay as J ews in their countries of birth or oric:;in, to contL1uc 
their life , are today in d.es:pair . And d.es11air is sor.1etir:1es tl1e \•.'orst couns"l in 
the ·orlr1

, it is a cou!lsel of suicid.e, Lnd. m:my of then cor:1Mi t , or rTc re, c:y to 
cormnit mor[' l suicide in their life . ':'hat is why , paraellel ,-ri :1 our politicc,l 
( ctivities, anc. nation- ,-ride pro!)aGa:1.d.a about the estc.1blishrn !1t of ;_. Jeni sh 
Comm.on ·ea.1th in Palestine (and no one a:1ong us shoulc. think for ., ":omcnt that !C 

are in a r,osi tion to renounce even for a sin1.;,lo day those poli ticnl c' .. el"lands) 
parallel with, [ind sinultaneousl:r with those political activities e.::c l)royia ~nda, 
ve ou6ht to raise at this mon11:.mt s 11ecific and concrct demands --:~ior to the 
ul tiMate solu ion . 'I'his docs not necessaril:~ l"'lcan a fi&ht .. c;ainst t. e i• i to Paper, 
and I i.rill tell you in a □inutc why I 11ould nnt cull it a fi[;l:t (.: cainst the 1;, i tc 
Paper . 3ccausc I can concei vc of a s i tuat i on when the White Pa1Jcr h2s been 
offi cial_y annulled - I don ' t sec it yet , but I can concei vc of such a "'i tun.ti on 
r:-ni tha.t not a single J ew s:1ould be adl"li tted to Pale tine . T:1crc t.rorc times, 
without c. ~ itc Paper of that kind, when on the strength of 11urclJ a(::lini~trn.tivc 
rcculo.t ions , \·1ithout any legal or pseudo-legal basis, Jc\•.'S ·!ore not a6nit od to 
Pclcstine under British ad;.1inistration in pa~t years . i. at we a.re concerned with 
is not the official annulment of the White Paper , not a d.o iurc an;-mlr,10nt , but 
a de facto abrocation , and the de facto abrogation means to oren t~c doors of 
Palestine for tens of thousunds <'nd for hundreds of thousnnc~s , forthwith , rmd 
i.•ri thout waiting for the genor(.:l poli t i c~l solution . The cLoors of Palestine Must 
be opened to them and all unnoccss'try restrictions removed, in .l 11c"i.ins re("trictions 
on t. e nurchavc of land. 

Ther is .:nether mat er : Ar~.:) lPac:1.ers in recent rionths h.::•ve adortea. n. nC\".' 
method of 2nti-Zionist prop2ganc1.a. C:heir line is that: ·1e Ar~ .. bs per.1.:r"'S \·.'O 1.ld be 
re2.d;r to reconcile ourselves somehow to a lar:; -scale Jewic:-,h sottlc.:-'le ·: in Pal0.s­
tine itself , or in Palestine alone, but ve have 6 round to believe thc-t t:1e Jm-.rs 
re6arcl. Palestine -,erely as a base fror.-: whi.ch to expand enc' .. to 1 enetrc..te l1e 
nei"hborin:, Arab countries , & to .... ize econonic c~nd nolitic:-1 control of v~1cm . 
I c"'..on 1 t think that there is a si11r;le Aro.b uho bnlieves th~ , 1J1t the re ['rO too 
r.iln•r of th rn \•1h o sr.y it ancl vho pretend that they b licve d ... re D.fr['...icl. of it . 
I ·rn11.lc1.. sci ::c tl1e o!)por -....mi ty to inc~icate to the Governncnt of t~ e U. i tcd S a es 
c•nd to th Go c rmn nt of Grea :Briti.::.....11 , not onl-· that Jmvs Fil:: not conte,.~n1·1. e 
"e tli:1.t:., in an:r of the neie}lbori:.1 ~; o·mtries, but on the contr· ry t.12..t t' e:>rc arr 
certai 1..01-,ish co:"lr:unities in Ara.b co ntries tod'1y , tens of t~1,u~rnCr of . :"l in 
Iraq , twe ty or twenty-::ive t ,1ous .:tn .... : of tr n in Yenen, t;.nc1 • o on , .rhom -.r want 
to P.ssist in brin in6 to PalE' .... ine - to open t: e doors of Palor;:ine fo:i.· th 
Yemeni t (?S, to oy,en the c.oors fl"'r tho sf' I raq_ui: n J f'\'S reac.y to settle i 'l P~~l st i 1 , 

for so""le of :1e Eg-Jptia"l Te· recC:.~· to le&ve th ..... t co ntry r-ncl settle tod[:,r in 
Pales ine ; o a.en the door" for thons~nC'.s ,ndthousnnd.n of Jo-1s in ::orth Af2·ico., 
in he French Colonial possessions , in Algeria , in Tunisia; o.. n the cl.oar " d let 
th :"\ settle in P lestine . I sey this opport ni y should be soi'7oct. 1,1011 , and ,·c 
n:.o'li.ld co,., out \-Ji th concrete, practical s 1, "'CS ions , perhaps to crcr .tc t 1c pro ,e r 
mac 1incry cnct the :prorer financial framo •1ork for the renoval of the Jcus from 
those countries . 

These t · o parallel methods of -pro:raGandn. , •hi.ch is !lot J)TOTlaganda alone , 
but amounts to practical r,oli tic·•l act i vity , sho· ld be ex r s:,cC: as I said before , 
in a nation-wi le carnpai in the country to arouse as fa r ac Jossiblc .:me to 
mobilize an& to crystallize public opi nion . Our local E~crc ncy Comr.1ittocs 
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ever~n.-mere in the country can n.nd nust becori.e the i st rumen ts, ~•s. is tin he 
Arre ricv.n Palestine Committee and the Christian Council, in creo.tins in every 
worth,,hile com---.unity, and v er-J comn'lunity lar6 e and small is wort::,,::i_le, nucl i 
of Christian friends, ana. nore than nuclei. Thousands and tens of thousands of 
non-Jews must be enlisted in hese two non-Jewish or ani7ations; t~1oy rr 1 st :irrant~P 
locn.l conferences - we are not in a position, because of war re~trictions, to 
arr'lnGe bit; reci onal or national conferences - ancl. the Stat ::)e1)art~.1e1 t ~ .c the 
President should, by these conferences, be rerninced not once, b'-lt ovcr:r fc'¼' \'cd:s, 
2.na. not only about the final goal, of Zionism, not only about t'1c Conr:1onwC'al th, 
but about the specific tasks to be pcrfonned ui thin he n .xt ieu -::.onths . 

Perhaps further we will hn.ve to try to bring :press11rc to boar, or t}1_~01:gh 
our Govcrnnent a:::id otherwise upon certain cou.'l'ltrics which form"lly have nothing 
to do \'Ti th Palestine . Take for instCu1cc the case of Bulgaria. FroM Eul~aric v10 
heard t ·.ro weeks ago, - that a now democratic Bulgarian Governm nt is no o nosed 
to J vish immigration from Bulgaria to Palestine , but - and that but is very 
ty~1icol, very characteristic of tho situation in that co, ntry, - thos0 Jous who 
0~1t today for settlcmen t in Palc"tino, must sign a document in tors of •1hich 
hey wai vo any claim they had. in the past or that they may have tol"".orrO\ , to 

their propert~ in BulGaria or to the restoration of th ir prorcrty confiscated 
or Aryanizcd under the Hitler occupation. Herc is a . attcr on .rhic:1 the "rican 
Govcrmnont could be helpful. With the good offices of our Governr1ent, it could 
be impressed upon the Russians, ,ho are factu, 11 in control o: BuL:;ari· nili tariJ • 
and to a certain extent politically, t :iat ., ou cannot au.thori ze . ,eo~Jlc to lc[.ve 
the country., et on he eve of their departure rob hem of \Jhate\·er t.hey _1ossess . 

I think that by mobilizing Christian friends ow in the v ri0us comrnuni i 
b.,r appe aling lC't us say, to Chambers of Corru:1erce, .crican Fede1·r.tion o::i. Labor 
,.,n(. CIO units, church orf;anizations, teac ers ssociations, bar w•C"o L~ti cn , th 
various ~)os -war co.mr1isc,ions in America dealinG with proble!".'ls of se: le:-:ont of 
fo1·ei€:;n cffairs, fraternal or ani7ations, colleges and universitiPs, ,,,ot.~ en 1 s libs, 
cle ocratic cl11bs, republicnn clu::>s in the various comr.unitics, it '.·oucl be I)o.., iblc 
uithi.n tho next fev months to bring to the '"'.ttontion of our G-ov 1rrn.cnt not only 
our case in the sense of a [~reat historical ideal, but our caaos, our every- day 
worric , and cvcri-day tasks to be performed in connection wit:i Jc,,:is:1 i"•tn-:i r tion 
into Palc"tinc , 

Only on thing is rcq_uircc1 nov: for cona.uctinr: this kind of rc::1i "icd ... oli i­
cal and ::iropaganda \10rk in the country a sense of solicw.rity in the Zi,,,,nist ::ov'­
mcnt , r c.. ,vholchearted cooper:1 tion on tho part of 11 t'10 cons ti tuon "oC:.i s of 
t c ionist ~:ovcment. 

* 



CHARLES J. ROSENBLOOM 
521 UNION TRUST BUILDING 

PITTSBURGH. PENNSYLVANIA 

February 5, 1945 

We have all been shoe ed and bewildered by the events of the past 
weeks. Suddenly and without warning we learned that Dr. Ab a Hillel Sil ver 
has been eliminated from the political leadership after a year of prodigious 
activity and unprecedented political achievement. 

This blow to our movement was dealt by the ZOA administration without 
troubling to ascertain the views and wishes of its constituents. No attempt 
was made to compose differences among the lea ers and preserve Zionist unity. 
All proposals for a cooling off period, all counsels of mo eration were re­
jected. The Erner ency Council was hastily "reorganized" with a slate of 
officers which added no new talent, but excluded the strongest fi 6 ure in 
American Jewish life and the most dynamic and resourceful leader in American 
Zionism. Thus, at a most critical time, we ~ave been confronted with a 
fait accompli, an open breach and a bitter controversy. 

That such incredible thins could happen in the way they did, points 
to serious internal conditions which m st be corrected if we are to avoid 
major setbacks. The leadership of the ZOA has revealed an appalling inepti­
tude and an incapacity to deal in a statesmanlike manner with such crises as 
are ound to arise. It as acted precipitately and arbitrarily . It has 
either mistaken the sentiments of the great body O.i American Zionists , or 
deliberately igiored t.em. 

This is but the climax of a eneral trend which has lon disturbed 
many thoughtful Zionists. Side y side with the gratifying numerical growth 
of our organization, there has been going on a moral deterioration at its 
center and a steady weakening of its democratic fiber. Lay leaders in all 
communities have been receivin orders and assignments which they have 
cheerfully carried out, but they have not been encouraged to express them­
selves or to participate effectively in the shap·ne o Zio ist policy. 

Vitally important posts and committees in the national setup have 
been increasingly filled by mere satellites or by persons who are considered 
"safe." Criticism is frov..ned upon and the critics eliminate. Esteemed and 
seasoned Zionist leaders, such as Emanuel Neumann, Elihu D. Stone and others 
have been replaced by yes-men lacking their standing, experience or qualifi­
cations. Even our National Convention - the ultimate source of democratic 
authority - has all but lost its original character of a deli erative assembly 
and has become a sounding board for a small group of leaders who occupy its 
platform year in, year out. 

Today the important political gains we have made under Dr. Silver's 
brilliant leadership are imperilled. There is a danger that the militant 
spirit he las infused into our ranks will be allowed to die and his dynamic 
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policy abandoned. There is danger that when the powerful momentum he has 
imparted is spent, our movement will relapse into the state of auto-paralysis 
and political impotence in which it was bogged down before Dr. Silver took 
over the responsibility from the very hands which are now lifted against him. 

The time has come for those of us who are leaders and workers in 
our respective communities, and are deeply concerned about the future of 
our movement to act and make our influence felt. To this end a number of 
us have decided to associate ourselves nationally under the name of the 
American Zionist Policy Committee. Its purposes may be briefly stated as 
follows: 

(1) To deepen Zionist thought and the understanding of Zionist problems 
on the part of our lay leaders and the rank and file. 

(2) To advocate and press for a militant and dynamic Zionist policy such 
as has been exemplified by the successful leadership of Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver. 

(5) To strengthen the Zionist Organization of America from within by 
developing a vigorous and informed public opinion among its membership 
and an intelligent interest in national affairs. 

(4) To revitalize the democratic principle basic to our movement, so that 
the composition and policies of the national administration shall re­
flect the will and temper of the great body of American Zionists. 

Our activity will in no wise interfere with the political work of 
the Zionist Emergency Council. As Dr. Silver has repeatedly urged, all 
constructive Zionist efforts must be carried on with undiminished vigor. 
Our Committee will function both nationally and locally within the frame­
work of the ZOA. It will carry on a campaign of education. It will also 
lay plans for carrying out necessary reforms in our organization. 

We have taken this initiative upon mature deliberation and after 
consultation with Dr. Silver, who, we hope, will head our committee in 
an active or honorary capacity. 

On behalf of my associates and myself, I invite you to indicate 
your adherence to our views and your willingness to serve on the national 
council of the American Zionist Policy Committee now in formation. 

Very sincerely yours, 

(_~ nbloom 



' 

Rabbi L on Feu r 
Collingwood Temple 
Collin ood Av nu.e 
Toledo, Ohio 

De L on: 

5 Pro ct Place 
ew York 1? , N. Y. 
ebruary 6, 1945 

o doubt you 're thinkin th t we ve been ne leot1n you by not sendin all 
of the 1 r- tion ·Yi th r f r nc to th ne et-µp, h:'..oh J 1 o •. job to 
Dr. S1lv rat the next z.o.A. con ntion. The truth of the matter •• you oan 

, v been very buy trying o ti to t er hundreds of loo d . One 
of our big problem• hae been to t an office. These e eoarcer than eth 
in Yo • 

y t 1 s ti you ~e r eel d 1 1 tt r ic C e nt 
in order to form tbe erioan Z1on1 t Policy Committee. A1 you oan • we wil 
u e thi izu ion to needle tl curre t 1 der ip i to tio and to 
build hin her by • be able to a pture t next convention. 

E~•~ eumann ha, told m that Y'QU wiah to be our " auleit r" in your part 
of th country. It 1 ~ opinion t. t th r turn o which Roa nbloom noloee1 
in h1a letter ill o\ be su.ff1o1ent to enli t d Zioniat1 in our or anisation. 
It 11 n c y t t they- b follo ed hrough loo 1 y. In the oonver t o which I 
had to :y th Dr• ilnr, he ia in Ju t for to y, e ted t t nd you the 
.u.-..-1 of Zioni ts which e have 1nv1 t d 1n Ohio I ichi • d Indiana, in 
order that you might be le to follo up 1ome ot theae people. A 1 the i",\AlJl4vn t 

n c y 1 to b f und in o sen loom• a le t r. 1th 11 th oth r information which 
you have on th curreni controTerey and t.. maneunr1n e prior to la t n e-up, 
• ou ould be a 1 to do good job o th1 1UbJeot. 

A. t d i s 11 t of • fro tbe 
to be m b ra of the natio council. If 
you vet e privil b• of p raonaJ.1:y inviti 
be in in that what • are intere ted in 

t ta hlention d abov who have b en invited 
her ot ra whioh w n mia d, 

the to oo e on 1th you. 1 a 
re al co n1 ty 1 adJ • 

t 11 1 be our purpose after th national oounoil 11 or an1.sed to 1 e• to tba 
public purpoaee , program, per o aliti I tc. e hall try to bui d t ttt and 
coIDClWlity c itt•••• obJectiTea ot thee o itt will be to ca: ur th vot 

f the 1 ga.t who att nd th xt Z\oni t oonTention. In dd1tion o thit, the7 
will o ry on loo diacua ion• for Zioniet edu.oation. 

One of our bi probl ma t t mo en , 11 th• rai 11nc of adequ.at monl I to o ey 
on our eli i :y aot1Tit1e1. At aoon a hav l field etaff in th oountr,, 
that • ot will b coneider bly ea d. :Both 1lver nd ~~.& .v to that you 
ar ;vin 0-...,.......... to r 1 pprox t 17 1500 1n Toledo. Aa 10on aa you t thi 1 
together, it wou d be good idea to nd th oh ok to Dr. Sil r. :v the check • 
out to "Dr • .A.bb Ilillel Sil r • Chairman." In that w,q contributor a will be bl• to 
deduot their gift wh n th ernment gronta u1 our ri t to th I duct on. e ban 
m de pplication for it, but have had no reply yet. 



Rabbi Leon F er Fe ru.arr 6, 1945 

One of our h adacbea ot the mo nt , 1 the buildin of teo imo ie.l clinner 
to Dr. :Over, 1.ch i sch duled for the n1. ~t of oh 21 t. Ab Tuvim 1a eaum,. 
ing the r onsib111ty of o r)'int thia project through. It :\a ry ditt1cult job 
but I certain that 1 t wil 1 bo o. hig y aucc ssful t4f ir. 

the coming ond.8¥ , e • .. ~~ 1 b e tabli shed 1n an offio 55 . 42nd tre 
in It intere~t you to kr..o t t uth st in ia oom1n to ork tor u1 

arry te1nber • Up to n , son and lt v o ri d on. It 1 

been di"' f cult to do th1 w thout on office but have rn d so pro e a. J'ro 
ow on, t h ·.n mov at f st r pac • thin the ne future i. t ill b n ce saary 

that we h ome of our people brougbout the countr7, and at that etin I 
• • loo i n • o £&rd to in y u . n he ai ti e , I remain, with n per onal 
regarda , 

BL s j 
no s l 

Cordially your , 

ry L. ha ro 



R bbi A. J. einberg 
'l'empl Beth El 
582.0 Ho.u6' ... _ S reet 
R nd, Ind. 

J aok A. Goodman 
at . 11 .. o l x7 Jf lle 

502 • D vidton Str et 
I ndi af O i • nd. 

Rabbi I f!l"a 1 Oh do 
3357 Ruckl• \r t 
Indian 1 • I • 

J ob 
5744 ahingt0n Blvd. 
I 1dian • I' • I .c • 

!,e 1 
2014' S et 
Terr 

abbi ,. 
610 Bou • 
Detro1. 

r r 
me 11 o 

5151 Lor 
Detroit, ·M.10h. 

• 

R bbi J G. lo an 
1212 .St. 
Grand R 1 , 1.ch. 

Dr. d 
212 le 
Canton, • 

D OHIO 

Jacob • mok 
209 • 6th St. 
Ci inn~ti , Ohio 

H. ilb rt 

• Oho 

0 0 :Seri 
Orown Over 11 Oo. 
3rd, Plum & cF r d St . 
0 ino'.l ti• Ohio 

Dr. Emanuel Gam on 
n1o ot r . H b. Oong . 

34 • . th St. 
Cincinnati . Ohio 

A.. • L· , ~ 
2821 Drwm nd Rd. 

r eig.nt • Ohio 

~1r n 
700 • St. Clair 
Clev 1· d, 0 ,1 

b r mo1 d E. Ooh 
1117 E. 105 S. 
01 v 1 d, Ohio 

idney . eitm 
940 Le er ~1 • 
Cl v 1 n • Ohio 

• F 1 ... __ 
1 128 Sup ri or 
01 v 1 d, Ohici 

Y _n • n 

• 

3081 ahineton Blvd. 
C ev land, Oh o 

L. ·' • 
Printz -, Oo . 
1974 lit St. 
Cl v • h1.o 

• Albe t hi:tt 
36 • 4th St . 
Ool'Ulnbu , Oh o 

Fr d Ye n 
2735 o 11 st. 
Oolumbua, Ohio 

ru J. G8 11er 
503 K 1th :Bld. 
D yton, Ohio 

'o ri nd 1 obn 
609 Oity Dank Bl • 
Yo otown, Ohio 

Rabbi ll;KA4JU.l,4Ql 
1865 Fr v- in Ave . 
Co lumbu , Oh o 

Leonard !eek.er 
1366 Cory Drin 
D ton, Ohio 

L • r J..1 .... --..der 
2120 Glenwood ~ 
Tole~ , Ohio 

Oeoar r 
203 Te J ldg. 

to • Oh o 

Phil ip lomovitz 
2 4 Penobacot :Bl 
De ro1t·, • 



,. rs Sa:nuel W. Halprin, 
Ha.dassah, 
1819 B-r.oad . ay, 
New York City. 

Dear M e Halprins 

5 Prospect Place 
New York 17, N,Y, 

1945. 

It has been reported to me from several reliable 
aourcee that your report, glven o the r . ce t Had saah Boar meeting, 
conta·ned a number of inaccuracies• one of hioh conceraa m 
dir ctly. 

Yuu ~~porte t. t Dr. Abba Hillel Silver h d re­
tained me to help carry on his fight against t ho le dership t the 
ZCA at an nnua l lary o·"" ~20, O• ,. Suet s iiefamatory charg , designed 
to ins ire hostility against Dr. Silver, is un · rue and haa ~ basis in 
:fact. 

tou, Mrs . H~~ rin, are p ominent ead~r ot a very 
responsible organization, Hadaeaah, which i• conducting a tund-ra1aing 
campaign for the reseu of our • ople and the upbuilding of the Jewish 
Homeland. The degree ot eupport which Hadasaah receives de enda, i n 
great measure, on t.r1e , n.id nc which he American Jewish community 
has in the integrity of Hadaaaah1a leader•• 

As an obligation and responsibility which you owe to 
H~daeaah, you ahould have oh8cked thie story as well as the other 
"factaM which you used for your report. Had you inquired ae to the 
validity of the atatement you would have received a categoric denial. 
Since you have fail d to do thi•• I am oonatrained to send a copy ot 
this letter to the memb re ot' the Board of Hadassah in order to rectify 
the miataken impression created by your statement. 

Sincerely youra, 

Harry L. Shapiro .· 



i .e. ____ _,_ _ _ 

COLLINGWOOD ·AVENUE ·TEMPLE 

l)FFICER 

J. Eugene Farh r 
Prrsiden/ 

Earl :'If. Ro,rngarte11 
l'ice Prtsideut 

Lt,rer D. Alexander 
Secrr/ary 

I r , ing E. Goldm ann 
Treasurer 

110.lORAR\' PRE ' Jl)E. • I' 

Charl e~ K . rriedma11 

HONORARY 
YlCE-PRESrnE. 'T ' 

·-' h ·ain L. Ba,ch 
\ia111u I R. C'olrn 
·am Da,·is 
J, rorne \I . Koback, r 
O,car J. ,mith 

1'R l . 'T EI:S 

Lt,t l' r D .. \I t. a11d, r 
\l auricc C . Da,·i 
[Jar ry .\. Enti ne 
J. Eugene Farber 
l) . Arthur Fti ed•na n 
Irving E . ,oldman11 
George J. G ro~s 
:\1r . Stanley I I errng 
G eoffry 11. llimelhoch 
:\Ir . Leo 1arl. 
Lewis 1. 0 te1 man 
Earl M. Ro ·engarten 
Jo eph B. mith 
.\lbert L. teiufeld 
Ro · Thal 

EX-OFFIClO 

;'\ ] r s. J. Eugene Fa rbrr 
i'r,•Jidmt of Sislrrlu,oJ 

:•.1111ou r ~l i11d I 
l'reJide11t 11/ ll rotlu , /iu,1d 

LE N !SRAEL FEUER.Rabbi 

2 3 3 f5 Co\ Ii n g \V o d Av C' n u c 
TOLED ) !O OH JO February 8, 1945 

.u-. Harry Shapiro., 
f5 Prospect Place, 
New York 17, N. Y. 

Dear Harry1 

Thanks for yo letter . I shall be very la to f ollow up 
the names on the list which you sent me. Many of them 
know personally and I will write to them. As soon as the 
returns oome in, will you send me a list of t hose who have 
accepted membership on the committee and I will then make it 
l11lf business to keep in personal and re~lar touch with these 
corranunities . 

I am also enclosing a tentative 
the people who I think ought o 
par·b of the country and I shall 
time. 

it or a ditional names of 
be invited to join from t his 

to that list from ti:me to 

I am now· eng ed in trying to raise some money locally . It 
is not going to be easy, because as you lmow, Goldberg, the 
Conservative Rabbi , is an " administrat on" man and and he is 
fighting har to keep his own people from partioipating in the 
movement, but you can count on me to l ok him in the lon run. 

Keep me in touch wit h things so that I in t urn can follow up in 
this area. 

• i th kindest re gards, I am. 

1IF- s I . Feuer 



COPY 

Hr. Charles J. Rosenb loom 
521 Pnion Trust Building 
Pittsbur~h, PennsyJvania 

My dear L,harles: 

9 Pebrue.ry 1945 

J have your circular letter of February 5. 
1 am ~lad to learn that yo~ are formin

0 
the 

Americar. Zionist Policy Gornnittee. The objectives 
of the Car.uni ttee seem to n.e wise and courae:eous 
and have my fvll approval, but, as you know, I 
have not been a met:1b0r of any Zionict or anization 
since 1922, and J fee 1 that I can roba bl r be of 
f1:reater service to your Corronjttee 's g;oals as a 
sympathetic obs~ rve r th~n as a pa. rtic i pa tin~ member. 
I have <lif:1'.'USsed this matter ·w·ith Dr. Silver, and he 
a , rees with r:1e. 

If there i~ anything specific that I can do, 
especie.lly with :respect to ?oin One of your pro ,r:1.1•1 , 

Y-'hich Ehould be o:-:tended from the Zionists to all 
Ar.1erican Jewry and the entire • r:ierican peor,le , I will 
be ~lad to do it. 

'Re well and be merry . 

Cordially yours, 

II . 1-, . • Kallen 



DJ'. Ab Hillel Sil nr 
T1- Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silflr: 

55 Wea\ '2nd S\. 
New York 18, N.Y. 
February 9, 1945 

'l'here e v r mattere whioh I want to call to your ttention. J'ira\, 
11 tha\ I epoke with Louie Lipalq a1 per our arrangement, and aaked him whe\her 
he would conaent to eene wi\h the 0'1ler1 a.■ one ot the oo-ohalrmen. He \old 
me that he 1nf.ormt4 BINJJ>IW? that he d14 not dt11re to aer,a a, co-chairman, 
but would be glad to be on \he aponaor• oommitt•• and speak at the dinner tf. 
requested to do IO. 

I have convc»7ed th!• information to Mr. 16\UD&M and r. Shapiro. So tar 
a, \be l•t er-head 1• conoerned, • are not 11 sting 1poneor1 aa y t d whe\her 
we will 11ai • Lipaq1• nam I a aponaor depend■ upon your direotiona. 

I apo with • Kenen ahor\ly after t'fJ'3 con r tion w1 th r. L1 'iq, and 
Xenen intor~d o t ha uncleratQod that r. L1paq waa to 1pe t our dinner. 
I told Xenen that thia w a not ~ under tanding end th t L1paky was no\ li•t•d 

• one of our 9pon110r1. Kenen replied that thia • • atrange, aqtna, "You know 
where he •tand1, don't yau?" My anlW8J' waa, • o, we 4on•t kn.>w where M' stands, 
bl 4oean1\ aq." I am quite eure that thia into ti n baa been relqed to 
Mr. Lipaq-. 

I tal. d to Dand er\belm, the morning at r our 1 •t meeting and bl aasure4 
me \bat it •a• not hi• undera\&: ling that the infl\a•ton extend..ed to him waa 

one Par,7 line1. He 1• not mald.ng it a Party matter. He did 1q that beoau• 
of ,he iinplloa\ione, 1\ wa• neoe1aary for him to tan olcq from one or two of 
hi I l•a4••• Tb,ua far. he haa not called me and we are goin to let 1 t ride 
tor a few 4qt. 

Thing• are ooming along ae can be expeot.ed, nd the reapon• from our wor1tar1 
1 • hea\ening. 

All ot u1 aend our Yer, be , .S.abea. 

S1.naerely your,, 

Abe 1'u.ffJI 



WILLIAM M . KRAMER 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

Mr . Abe Tuvim 

E A ST 105~ STREET AT AN SEL ROAD 

TELEPHONES GARFIELD 0150 0151 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER , D . D . 
RABBI 

February 12 , 1945 

Amer :..can Zionist Polic~ Co1w .. i t tee 
55 West 4~nd St. 
New York 18 , N.Y. 

My dear 1\-r. Tuvim: 

HARRY A LEVY 
c. ~C.UTIVC ECRC. TARY 

Thank ou for our kind letter of Februar-r 9. I cannot 
see hm·; e can invi e Mr. Lipsk to speak at the dirner • hen 
he is uni ling to lend his name as o e the co-chairmen. 
We shall , of course, be hap 'to include is name among the 
sponsors if he so desires. 

I think th t ·n invitrtion shoul 
'lallace and 'lir. Sumner velles to be 

be ext ndei to 1Jr. 
o,., the co-chairmen . 

I hl.:i.ve just spoken to tlr. Goodmti.n and !.!r. Steinber 
in Miami. I am leaving for Miami tomorrow evening, arriving 
there Thursday morning. 

With c.Lll gocxi wishes , I remain 

Most cordi~lly ours , 

AHS:BK 



CH ESTNUT 6744 

Chairman, 
LR. GOODMAN 

Vice-Chairmen, 

c::American Zioni~t Cmergencg Council 
ST. LOUIS CHAPTER 

618 WAINWRIGHT BLDG. 

ST. LOUIS 1, MO . 

February 13, 1945 
RABBI A. E. HALPERN 
MRS. BABETTE K. LIPSITZ 

Secretary, 
ABRAHAM LEVIN 

Treasurer, 
EDWARD WITTCOFF 

Mr. Lester Cohen 
Cohen Furniture Co. 
Uniontown, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

In accordance with the decision of the Zionist Emergency Council 
of St. Louis, representing all four major Zionist groups , we are 
herewith enclosing a copy of a resolution which was unanimously 
adopted. 

We will greatly appreciate your immediate cooperation in the 
taking of the necessary immediate measures to effectuate the 
obj ec t ives of our resolution. 

Sincerely yours, 

ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL OF ST. LOUIS 

.,. 
Abraham Levin , Secretary/ I. R. Goodman, Chairman 



., 

RESOLUTIO 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted by the Zicnist 

Emergency Council of st . Louis on Thursday evening , Feb r uary 8, 1945 , 

at a special meeting held at the Y. !, . . H. A. - Y. {. H. A. in st . Louis . 

RESOLVED THAT: The st. Louis Zionist Emergency Council views with 

deep concern the retirement of Dr . Abba Hillel Silver from the position 

of Co- Chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council and Chairman of 

its Executive Committee . 

world Jewry in general and the Zionist movement in particular can 

ill afford at this critical time to suffer a breach between two such 

eminent leaders as Dr . Stephens . Wiso and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, and 

obviously all efforts must be made to effoctuate unity between these two 

great leaders without undue delay . 

FURTHER, the St . Louis Zionist Emergency Council, wi hout any attempt 

to pass upon the merits of the pending controversy , ruspectfully insists 

that the National Administration of tho American Zionist Emergoncy Coun ­

cil forthwith invite Dr . Silver to resume his positions in the leadership 

of the American Zionist Emergency Council jointl with Dr. 'Tise to the 

end that harmony be restored in the ranks of American Political Zionism . 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be forwarded 

to the National Administration of the American Zionist Emergency Council , 

to Dr . Stephens. r~se , to Dr . Abba Hillel Silver , to all Chairmen of 

the local Zionist Eme r gency Councils throughout the country und nlso to 

the national heads of the four groups uffiliat d with the American Zionist 

Emergency Council . 



TRANSLA':' IO r OF ~ STATEMENT BY DR. STEP:IEN S. ISE, WHICH WA S FRONTP GED 

PROMINENTLY BY THE "FREIHEIT" ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 194~: 

be doubly hallowed because of the 

pronouncement which was issued from the conference in Yalta. This is a great 

stride forward to victory. It is a still greater stride towards ...-world 

peace. The heads of the three governments ...;• have done their utmost to de­

feat the fascist powers, have refused to heed the words of the azie and to 

become divided among themselves into warlike camps. America, Britain, and the 

Soviet Union, have become one power, a great indivisible power for peace. 
I ,~ 

"The Magna Carta ie one of the historic names and achievements eii all 
I,. 

history. The document of Roosevelt, Churchill, and st,alin will be known for 

-generations as the' axima Carta 1 , .. et I@ I chart.er of human freedom for all 

peoples who wi sh to be free, who o not wish to be slaves. The fact that 

ti Sb a conference for world organization and security will be convened 
/\ 

in San Francisco is symbolic of the unconquerable will of the \lnited tione 

to translate theory into practice, belief into action. The 'Federation of the 

World' marches forward. We have passed through the valley of the shadows; 

now we go forward to the mountains of f edom, and peace. 
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JPe ruary 16, 1945 

Rabbi Lon I. Feuer 
Collingwood ATenue T ple 
2,,5 Collingwood ATenue 
Toledo 10, Ohio 

D r Leoni 

ha you for your 
b cauee I• int mid 

tter o ,eb 
of eetti 

ry 8th. I a 
u. n ottice . 

not r pli 

To d te, t h 
ber hip ot he 

t l 

ollow1ng have nt in t heir oce t nc 
tio l Council ot t er1oAn Z1on1 

Rabbi A. J. einb Ha 
neon, Littl 

. o , I 
1 , 

1 
l 1:.1 omovita, c n 
rlee E. hwartz, Ohio 

Dr. e Canton, hio 
Judg rt., l v l nd, hio 

• • , Cl , io 
• rk, Cleveland, Ohio 

xander, To Ohio 

tor th 
Policy 

not C p 

The r eulte to dot a re very pro ing. • now h •• roz1-
tely 100 people on our tional Council. They co t 28 at• 

nd re re reeentative le era ot !56 ot our le r r Citie. Ae yet , 
I h Te h d no r pl i ee o the e C at, but i t is to rl tq_ ex-

ct the . I ie un er t t t y u re go t o be in Detroit 
on th 2 . aincer l hope th t y u will b ble to get th n ire 
group t co lon wit ue. I r through the underground that Crohn 
1 oin job or th "Adminie\ tion • bb1 L. P a not ••nt 
hie return c rd. J a 11 e the oth r be w 1ver1ng nd you will 
have to do o 11 boletering. 1 nitic ntly b nt al re ec r 
Alt huler ot You own, e rd eek r lbert oh1ft an 

red Yenkin o Columbu, urioe Tuck r nd, J cob ck n 
o r Ber n of Cincinnati. 

Ae ow, Ch rl • o enbloo h l ft tor lori nd I h ve no 
way of a follow - up 1 ter under hi 1 ture t l,J t men whoa 
you t d. It 1 my int nti n t ot k c re of thi b ending• 
letter n enolo ing Ro enbloo ' o 11 nd • in th m to join up. I 
think t I will h Y e ""•-'IIIIDD do thi eo n • he return• to • York. 

1 o y for t ye. 



P ge 2 R bbi Leon I. Feuer 

Incidently, I invited Rabbi ke1be n of Canton, but the letter 
wae sent to him et hie former addreee in Wheeling, West Vir ginia. He 
must ha'Ye it by this time. 

You will remember that Dr. c11ver e o~e tn Columbu about two weeks 
ago, nd Fred Yenkin who is the President of the District gave him hie 
promi e to help hi in raising funds for th lie C ttee. • re­
quested th t Dr. Silver have eendhia letter, which would inclu e 
a a or Col bu • I E'ent this letter on Febru ry 5th and a e the 
group her to ia 2000. As ·et, I Ye not he rd fro hi and it 
mi t en oo d o y ~u to follow up on thie tter. 

It you wcul get e ome f the other co :unitie t in the area for 
whic you ha ,e in icated yuur willingnesa to help, to l"flise funds for 
our proj ct, it would be most helpful. It 1 1 o sible to set quota 
tor co unities b cause w ar li!lited t the co:::.w~ti who r with 
us ca n c on t e ne who n with th ni trati n . I 
haye worked out budget with Dr . . ilver, if wear t o d bang-up 
job, it 111 abo 10,000. ,ithin a f do • it e to 
ee o to or ttr iel me~ 1 rd rt give th l c 1 tione 
so 1.ap tue. T r ugh number of our f ri d ave gr t 
n ber o " co~oU4,l,t1ea. o date, I tisti t th ration 
i very k1 so . 

At a egionel 
City to eeks c 
About t elve 1 c 

ouncil h din A lantic 

you will b gl o 
of Dr. ilver to hip. 
ond L er or 
posed r r 
LeY1nth 1 w o , le th 
wasp ecipit t o e ted di cu eion, and e 
the Boy to rule on the d ion of the Chair, w 
himself into the icture an inferred that if th 
tha e would 'Ye tor sign. Whereupon, Halb rt 

urr nt c ntroverey. 
t e cueeion nd 

in favor of th return 
lb rt. of' l tl i City 

lbert pro­
r. Judge 

o" order. Then there 
den, r quested 
injected 
ut to vote, 

re olution. 

It ie my opin on that the Balibatim of the y Co cil did 
not haYe everythin th ir own y t the c~nf nee nor 111 thy ave, 

h n t e go to Bton for Re 1onal Conference one wee fr• thi oming 
~ ay. E ihu one is or anizin the opposition there. I h Ye med 
th t there will be a similar m eti in Chicago for y ur re n rch 11th 
and l h. 111 hav t (., fri n s togeth r out ther • At 
these conteren e, re io 1, by r eon or .. 1 . Regul ti na, hey ring 

11 of their big- uns out. The lineup t Atlantic ity included, iee, 
Gol stein. . Epstein, chulman, 'Yinth 1, h~ld nn, Green rg, etc. 

e line at t Atlantic Cit set-up do to the ct that 1 e had 
et ~1 h the Pre 1 ent to pr pre him for the comin conference of the "Big 

Three" an they xpected re ulte rom the ting of the Big Three". As 
yet, theN i no ublio nnounce nt that the subj ct o Palestine wee die­
cu ee at e ee 1 gin lta. I re um~ that the next 'line will be the 
prep tion of G yernment o ticial tor the n F ncisco meeting f April 
25th. 



Page, Rabbi Leon I. euer 

re busily working on th~ evelopment of t T ti 1 1 inner 
f r · r. Silver which will be held in ew York on ~rch 21 t. e are 
hopi t o ke a public announcement to we k in e vance of th dinner 
in icati the houee ie sold out. 

r b we kend, we w 11 send you I • 11 ive t ne-
lat d ge of what lb e appe red in the e ..¥ton tl contro-
yerey, excer t ro ditoriale which have ap red in e nglo-J wia 

a opi : ubout twenty r~ olution t~ot h e n p~ by 
i nu ~ in c 111n for th re~torin of D. ~ilver to the 
1 1 hip. It will be very interesting. Sunday night 

t egion ,1dmin • t ration Co t e in ur nnd 
ed a utlon unanirnou ly for the return of D . hi ~ollow-

d nn an vintha 1. 

I 
0 t 

d 

HL B 

e ive you a lot o 
or t on, • n 

go eip, 
t i I 

I t .. nk to 11 
o 1 • ri e r • 

Cor 1 our, 

• I " 
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r 

e gentl o o the z.o .. Adminiat tion are now cry1ng,•Pe ce. • 

American Zioni t er ency Council h been areor nized," th nrgue, and further 

exploration of the 1 sues involved in the current Zioni t controver y will only e"e 

to agitate th nk n ,t fil further. . , we re now inf rm d, it woul be beet to 

drop the entir Btter. 

1 we c n r 11 un er why such n attitu ould b hi hly desi ble 

to the 11 OW in C r 1 oft tio l A ini t tion - the group which 

for ed Dr. Abba llel r ilver to resign f r om the leadership o f Americ n Zioni t 

politics 1 or an~ hie r ped i vi orou poli cies i t 1th f ct th t the e 

policie h r i ulle upport o t e ioniet e , we r ere t t we 

a re una ble to comply with the Admini t tio ' re ue t t 1 ue be r g r d 

8 cl o • 0 u ... h ct k h r fort our n ir V ent. In-

Yolve re i th n 11-1 ort nt u e y lie ch our 

mov ent 1e t o pureu the rit C l , n pite r -

p t a t io opo e i on o 

volved t ee 0 rwie - itn 

reeoluti na which n d pt ~ by Zioni t 1 tri te 

oun e r urn r. 11 r• p liciee; th uni.Yere 1 di p-

provs l, nen cont pt~ 1th b the Jewi b Pr ~ greet the •r r ni d• 

rgen y Co cil 1 gr r l3• 

n whil t e ~ue tion bli opinio on the Zioni t c ntrov r 1 •r 

re · in. it 1 1 nificant •o no t t lf- in i UAl now d plori 

oren di cu 11.,;ln o the o n rov ed 1 cou l of 0 rt o , all 

w ming that th ir c 1 ult action ir ct g ·n t Dr. "11 r would l d to n 

inevit bl lo io in lo t r • 

inc re Zioni t r rv th ig to ex pr e lv 0 nl n f rle ly 

nth burni 1 U 8 of our time. ny oth r poli y woul 1 d to tagn tion nd 

mor 1 ba rup '1· 
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1ebruary 19, 1945 

r. I. R. Goo , C 1 
Zioni t erg nc1 Council 
618 ainvright Bu.ildin, 
St. Loui 1, 1 ourl. 

D r Mr. Goodman: 

• of St. Lou1a, 

I reoeiY d your 1 tt r of b ey 13, and th cop7 
of th R olution, and Ir ret to dTi t t If 1 ur c-
tion w bit •' and erh pa ill- dTieed. 

o one appreciate• th bilit7 of Dr. SilTer • N than 
I, and '117 affection for him 1•,. ry de and eincere, hoveTer, 
he h&a how hi e\r ,th nd hi• char ct r by publicly atat1ng 
he 1• not leaTi~ the Zioni t u■e, t 1 in o oarr;y on 
and urg • 11 other• ,o do 11k wl••· "to for an 11 ue 
to bring two gre peraonaliti • ,o hr - like he and . 1• -
a\ thia ,1me, I feel 1• not th vie t c O rtainl.7, ve 
ahould wait until the Pr id \ baa ,u d and until euoh ti• 
a Dr. 1 , who 1• n v , , h d an op ortuni v to 

rr, on and to dn lo vb.at 1 n• he h,. in lnd. Aft r 
all, the Job of runnln« th er enc Committ e 1e not of nee•-
1it7 co-0ha1rmanah1p Job. ht wa the 1atake to be n with, 
and now that it h • be n rectifie, wh7 dieturb ,h ,era mor t 

. ilTer pl nt7 of opportunit7 ahe d of him to 
continue hia r t vol'k. e 1• a 70 ■ and in du time will 
lead our great cauae, I aure, but at thia tie r. 1 e, who 
ia loT d d at ed b7 11, houl be ,. n n r, opportunity 
to carry on. • ahould not tr, t force th••• 1wo en to e\h r 
in headinc our erg c7 Co itt , no more than the Am rioan 
peo le would t17 to force nklin D. Roo1 Y 1, nd r. D fJ7 to 
Jointly head our g<>Ternaent. oth r \ Am ricana; bo'1l are 
11ncere. upright oua an, and o it ia with our own lea4era. 

Ple • xouae \h11 le thT no\ bu\ I have f 1\ that I 
ahould record '1117 feeli a in thia m \\ r 11nce 7ou w r kind enou 
to vri\e me a letl randing me cop7 of 7our Re1olution. mu,, 
not for el that Dr. 1 ha• proT hi I lf on of th , I 
leader• of Iara.el, and 11 eric - Jew, and non-Jew1 - haTe al4 
tribu\e ,o hia aa one of \he «reatea\ liTin Americana. 

incer 17 your•, 

Juliu• Llna.c■toa 



9UIT£ 404 PALACE BUILDING 
P . O . BOX1797 

TULSA I . OKLAHOMA 

MAZDA OIL CORPORATION 
PRESIDENT 

JULIUS C . LIVINGS T N 

ebruary, 0, 1945 

r. H rry L. Shapiro, Ac in 
55 Uest 4 treet, 

ecreta 

.i:e, York 18, ew York. 

Dec>r Harry: 

Rece·ved your wire a few minutes ago and I 
am enclo~ing copy of a letter which I sent to r. I. R. 
Goodman, Chairman, Zionist 1merg~ncy Council of St. Louis. 
I believe this expresses my viewpoint and it is the reason 
why I d not send the signed card to the Rosenbloom group. 

I have nothing but the regard and admira-
tion for Rabbi ilvEr, and I thi one of the ereates 
living Jews and a .o one of the living merican b t, 

t the same time, I feel tha tis particular time abbi 
ise should b 1 ft at th hel a hould be permitted to 

,uide our d s inie a far a8 the Zionist ro ram is con­
cerned, without n f ther dist roance. Particularly, do 
I think that no hin should b done until the resident re­
turns and Dr. ~ise has lad ample op ort it to confer with 
him. I think this move, H.rry, is ill-A.dvised. 

I am stating this ithout ill feeling in any way 
for any one in the entire Zionist organization. I think 
the copy of the letter hich I m enclosing fully states 
m view. 

JL: :a.B 
.t..nc. 

,{it. kindest per onal re ards. 

incerely yours, 

Living ton 
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This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable, 
gram unle its de, 
ferred character is in, 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre, 
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 1201 

UNION 
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;/ En A ' I I. I p T U 

A. N. WILLIAMS 
PRESI D ENT 

2 3 21 11 : 2 A 

T f 1.:1 tT , Tl O, 

0~ 1ST PO L I C t 

IT 0 PU RP00 E=-

TO 'J E 

0,: .-: ITTL. E 

f£B 2 1 
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,... 

SYMBOLS 

NL - Nlaht Letter 

LC - Deferred Cable 

NL T - able Night Letter 

Ship Radloenm 

TI O AL 

U ~J TI L 

T ll E ('O:\IPAN Y WILL Al'PillcC CATJ,; G Ot-::'ITIONH Flt0 :1:1 1TH PATltONH <.:ON(' l·. l t I . ITH Hf.HY! ' !•: 
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E A ST 105!!! STREET A T AN SEL RO A D 

TELEPHONES G ARFIELD 0150 0151 

2 

WILLIAM M . KRAMER 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER , D . D . 
RABB I 

HARRY A LEVY 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

FebruarJ 22, 1945 

r r . Hur he.. iro 
Americ~n Zi~nist Polic Committee 
55 ect 4 nd St. 
New York 18 , N.Y. 

M· dec,.r Mr . Shapiro : 

In building u our Polic- CoriTIJittee, I iould 
sug _est that ,ou _..,rocure a list of the dele &tes ho 
attended the Atlan ic Cit Zion·st C nve tion . That 
list was ..Jrobabl' .._,..,rinted in tl.1.e Conv .. 1tion or ost-
Convention i ssue of the New Palest · Eliminate the 
names of those ,ho are clearl in opp sition; also the 
names of those 1ho have ~lread, come on our Co~JI1ittee nd 
send an invi ~tion o the others. In a 1 likelihJ 
tho e are tte _µeo le v•ho •uill be e ec ed ain to the 
ne> t Zionist Conv en ion • nd these are the peo le ,ihom 
we wan to et on our Committee. 

I do not believe thc..t it vould be cessar to 
bother Mr. Rosenbloom to sign the addition~l letters. 
The can be signed for him in our office . 

'CTI it h all ood :vi 1-ie s , I remain 

AS : K 



Mr. Harry Sha iro 
American Z ~nist Policy Committe 
55 ... e t 42nd ut. 

N· w York 18, N.Y. 
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LOUISE. LEVINTHAL 
606 City Hall 
Philadelphia 

Dr. Stephens. is 
American Zioni t :Emergency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 

e York City 

Dear Dr. ise: 

EB 271945 

:E1e bruary 23, 1945 

I do not know hether you hav ~lrea.dy seen the en­
closed resolution adopted unanimo ly by our local E:n.er­
gency Council. It is my impression that the overwhelming 
majority of the Zionists throughout the country agree 
wholehe~rtedly with the views set forth in these resolu­
tions. 

With kind per onal regards, I am 

I 

!J I 

Cordially yours, 

LOUISE. LEVINTHAL 
( signed) 



-
At a meeting of the Philadelphia Zionist Thlerg ncy Committee held on 

the 13th day of February, 1945, in Room 1900 orth American :Building, Phila-
. 

delphia, the following resoltuion was sub:nitted and after full discussion 

unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, there has recently developed a bitter controversy on the Zioni t 

scene in this cmmtry brought about by the resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver as Co-Chairman of the Executive Committee of said Council; 

And whereas, the American Zionist Energency Council has recently been 

reconstituted by the election of Dr. Stephen S. lise as its sole Chairman 

and of Mr. Chaim Greenberg as Cbainnan of its Executive Committee, and by 

the formation of an Administrative Committee under the Chairmanship of Mr. 

H rman Shulman; 

And Wher as, there has be n conicder ble objectionable agitation in 

the public press relative to this controversy and concerning the recon­

stitution of the Jlinergency Council, 

Be it Resolved that we, th m8llbers of the Zioni t Energency Council 

of Philadelphia, desire to be recorded as supporting wholeheartedly and 

loyally the American Zionist :Emergency Council as now reconstituted; 

.And further we feel that continued public agitation such as ha un­

fortunately been carried on is bound to prove harmful to the sacred cause 

to which we are dedicated. 

e appeal for an immediate cessation of thi public agitation and for 

a e icetion of the maximum energies of all Zionist along constructive 

rather than divisive lines to the end that we may sped the day of the reali­

zation of our aim to reestabli h Pal stine as the Jewish Common ealth. 
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ebru ry 27, 1945 

Mr. Le•t~r Chen 
Ooh I r i ur Store 
Uni n o n, I-a . 

D r ees 

r your let 1.,er rr·ve, we h d ord o your vali nt eta d 
eting in Atlantic City. th report• ch I h d, 

er h. 0 . ra, ryin o r r e olution, 
had n tin h cu I C e ed t uite 

o e nd nd t y r r u "'ain d, 
fro rel t1on atand oin, ry. 

r 
over 

Follo in. the meeting, I conveyed d ecripti 
to Dr. Silv r nd h aeked e tot ll you ht h, 
to you nd . other . or your po ition. 

I 
1 reg rda, 

HLSany 

o r. h rl e 
uncil of the 

that 

your activity 
1 grat ul 

ord ally yours, 

rry L. ha ro 

P.s. The rou ,h notee hi h you ,ook r 
I returnin th to you for you 

very 1ntereating nd 
y iah to have th m 

for your r oord. 

I 
I 

• 
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Confidential 

RADIO REPORTS, INC. 

MANUSCRIPT SERVICE 

Da~ March 1, 1945 

I 

for 

Ar1E·'lrc. IT ZIOJI 'T POLICY 
C 07 f!laI'r'f EE 

SUBJECT 

Station ': 'BAF &nd a 11 
majo • ne .·orks 

Radio Reports, Inc. 
1706 THE NEWS BUILDING 

220 E. 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 

Murray Hlll 1-6406 

AR 2 1 4 

Time 12 ; 30 P • .• 



RADIO REPORTS, INC. 

MANUSCRIPT SERVICE 

, r anklin D. RooC'evelt , 
1..-:. :30 ... • ri . ove 

1arch 1 , 1945 

C r-. J~ r I rr ,v 
V - _.," 

J, I. I 

P1·e ... loen c o v e Tni ed , t·1 t s , ' 
'Ti'A ( "T y ) 
:il-.:,J -· , • • 

.... n c. r 11 1 . j o 1 • n ., G\ J .r: ,.. : 

J.1 e follo•.;inr i 0 a ortion oi' the text of tl...e speech : 

"On the 11ay back rom the Cr ime ... , I m .. de a1·r~n em nts to meet 
personally Ki )f Par·ouk o.t' }r-ypt , E.,..:.li il· "' i , vli I peror of 
E,ti1io i a , an King Ibn f'au • of Sau i - .r u1· conver tit n. 
'1·;u to o v1it mat ·crs of common .i.ntere~~t . 1he-~ ~;ill be o r·eat 

V 

m ltU 1 ac vantc,ge bec~u. e vhey ( uVe :r. e anc1 a oou mnn-r O U<"' nn 
op,. ortuni o meoti ... g an,· talk:nr• to 1 cc , excht ncir io, s 
in personal co ve.sc...Jlon i1stend 1'1 corre~poncencc . 11or 
· nstan ce, on t·e problem~ of arnoc no"e bout tlt..t 
v1hole p1 o';le .1 , t , . o .... l m pr·oi.Jlem e JI . P O , by ual { •. 
\.it ... Ibn c•aud fo:r· i' ive ninuccc• tan I coll ave n .:.n l;le 
exc· ... un e of two o' ~ ee dozen 1 tte ... s .' 
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.MARCH 7 , 1945 
'2 l tl 

IT IS PROPOSED TO SEND TO ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL All_l]il_lR_l!!!llllft.rAND 
I 

OWING TELEGRAM SIGNED BY FROMINENT ZIONISTS THROUGHOUT 

COUNTRY QUO ARE DEEPLY PLRTURBED BY STATEMENTS OF CHURCHILL ROOSEVELT 

IN RELATION TO PALESTINE WHICH HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY ZIONISTS WITH FEELINGS 

OF KEENEST DISAPPOINTMENT. THIS ELOVJ CO AT A TIME WID..N WE HA.VE BEEN 

EAKENED BY A BREACH IN OUR LEADERSHIP AND RESULTANT CONTROVERSY AND ARE ALSO 

EMBARKING ON INDEPENDENT UPA CAMPAIGN. WE EARNESTLY WARN OF CRITICAL SITUATION 
, 

DEVELOPING 'ITH SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES TO OUR ORGANIZATIO !_!.J) ZIONIST CAUSE . 

PROMPT ACTION REQUIRED TO HEAL THE B CH AND RESTORE TO OUR .. 10VEMENT ITS FULL 

STRENGTH UNITY AND SENSE O CONFIDENCE . URGE EMERGENCY COUNCIL ID ZOA 

A NISTRATION TO TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS TOWARDS (l} REORGANIZATION OF THE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL (2} ADOPTION OF FIRM LINE OF LITANT 

POLITICAL ACTION (3) PROMPT RmALL OF DOCTOR SILVER TO LEADERSHIP. THIS SHOULD 

GRAVE EMERGENCY WHEN FATE AND FUI'URE OF 

OMEN'!' 0 

JE 1->H PEOPLE ARE AT STAKE , 

UN UOTE S MEMBER OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL ASSUME YOUR NAME Y BE INCLUDED AMONG 

SIGNATORIES UNLF.5S YOU WIRE TO THE CONTRARY~ SUGGEST HAVE ZIONIST GROUPS AND 

INDIVIDUALS YOUR AREA ADOPT RESOLUTIONS AND SE TELEGRAMS OF SIMILAR CHARACTER . 

CHARLES ROSENBLOO , ACTIID CHAI .. ~ ... 

ROOM 704, 55 WEST 42 STREET, NE YORK 



A. Berkowitz 
718 Title Guarantee Bldg 
Birmingham, Ala. 

Chas. Brown 
824 s. Broadway 
Los Angeles, Cal. 

No,S."-

Rebb~derman_. ii/,;.w7o/V f; . 
Denv~r, Col .,~ 

Judge Jacob chwolsky 
983 Main St. 
Hartford, Conn. 

Aaron L. Shalowitz 
1520 Kalinia Rd. N. • 
ashington, n.c. 

Shepard Broad 
,20 Lincoln Rd 

am.1 Bee.ch, Fla. 

Sol. P. Bene.my 
3M • Peachtree St. 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Robert M. Travis 
737 Brookridge Dr. 
Atlanta, Ge.. 

Ad Estess 
218-24th St . 
Rock Island, Ill. 

Maurice Tucker 
1239 E. ayne St. 
South Bend, Ind. 

Sidney L. Herold 
1&25 Slattery Bldg 
Shreveport, La. 

Eli A. Cohen 
82 Philipa Ave• 

\swempacott, 8 

Joseph Goldberg 
401 Slate Bldg 
orcester, sa. 

Benjamin Berger 
400 Pence Bldg 

inneapolis, inn. 

Kalman s . Goldenberg 
1685 Lincoln Ave. 
st. Paul 5, inn. 

1. R. Goodman 
722 Chestnut st. 
st . Louis, Mo. 

Joel Gross 
744 Broad st. 
Newark, N.J. 

Irving Abramson 
17-19 illiam St. 
Ne ark, N.J. 

Dr. Jacob a. Schildkreut 
l?O w. State st. 
Trenton, N.J • 

Rabbi .LWJax Maccoby 
500 N. Colubus Ave. 
t. Vernon, N.Y. 

Jacob G. Lukashok 
13 No. Glenmore Dr. 
New Rochell, N.Y. 

Rabbi Robert P. Jacobs 
306 Bank ot Ashville Bldg 
Ashville, N.c. 

Jacob • ck 
209 . 6th St. 
Cincinnati Ohio 

Oscar Berman 
crown Overall Co. 
3rd Plum & McFarland Ste 
Cinc1DJ'l8.ti, Ohio 

Rabbi Armand E. Cohen 
1117 E. 105th St. 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Leonard Becker 
1366 Cory Drive 
Dayton, Ohio 

Sam Singer 
215 E. ashington 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Joseph Leonard 
Charis Corp 
730 Linden St. 
Allentown, Pa. 

Samuel Shuman 
1616 No. 25th St. 
Phila. 21, Pa. 

A.B. Cohen 
835 Connell Bldg 
129 No e.shington Ave. 
Scranton, Pa. 

Dr. Ille erger 
73 Dorrence St. 
Providence, R.I. 

Arthur I. Darman 
Darman Bldg 
Woonsocket, R.I. 

Geo c. Abraham 
705 s. Dudley 
Memphis, Tenn. 

ortimer Y 
436 Houston St. 
Nashvill, Tenn. 

Dr. Hyman J. Ettlinger 
3110 Harris Park Ave · 
Austin, TeXlla 

Herman p. Taubman 
808 Gulf tatea Bldg 
De.llas, Texas 



Sl,l Brachman 
Producers Supply & Tool Co. 
706 Comnercial Standard Bldg. 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Joe Weingarten 
808 Prairie Ave. 
Houston, Texas 

Israel Silber 
117 w. travis st. 
San Antonio, Texas 

orton Cushner 
46 Nusbaum Bldg 
Norfolk, Va. 

Rabbi Jos. H. agner 
Springhaven Apts. 
Wheeling w. Va. 
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Ur. I. . Abrams .) 
Pittsburgh, • • 

Jo eph B. brams > 
Boston, Ma.ss.• 

.) 

rving Abramson'> 
Fa ters:, n, .J. ~ 
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rcue Abr son 
ronx, N.Y. ~ 
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Lester D. Alex nd r 
Toledo, Ohio 

O •• Altschul 
toungstown, Ohio 

.L. Buch 
Harrisbur , 

ack B. Cohen 
Brooklyn, ~ .Y. 

L ster Cohen 
Unionto n, a. 

Paul Coh n 
Bronx N.Y. 

.:>Ol Cohen 
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Richmond Hill, L.I., .Y. 

Rabbi .tort on .... Applebaum 
Flint, • ch . 

Thomas Cohen 
Brooklyn, • .Y. 

ljen Arnold 
(.;olumb ia, S. C • 

r. llie Berger 
.l:rovidence, R.I. 

George J. Beijlllan 
~urlin ;ton te~mon 

.:>am Berlin 
harleston, s. c. 

Jfrancis J. erman 
.trooklyn, N .Y. 

Oscar Berman 
Cine innati, Ohio 

./ urice Bernh rt 
rooklyn, N.Y 

I rael ernstein 
Fo:btland, Main 

J cob J. Bernstein 
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Hoc-hester N.v. 
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F irmont, . V. 
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Cleveland Ohio 
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e Yor City 
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. J. Feinber 

rk. 

Dr. raham • Fleischm 
Des Oines , low 

Rabbi Oscar Flei~i aker 
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R bbi L n Fram 
V Detroi , viich. 

hilip Frishb rg 
t h m • 

✓ .lR b i n I . Fe er 
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, th n am n 1 .er 

o p o s e :1 t o yo , r pr o gr o. m • f , h o e e , y 0 1 me a n ha t 1e 

shoit1d al " ou h 11 tot e lea ers of' the nited ro. • ns , 
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kind fa ,e has m e o" •s n peo. le hie inds itself in an 
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ol-merican Zioni.Jt Cmergencg, Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
HadaS5ah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeir• Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

March 26, 1945 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MU rray H i ll 2- 1160 

At a meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council last Monday nieht 
consideration was given to a telegram addressed to the Council from New York 
and received at this office on March 12th. The telegram calls for unity in 
the Zionist movement here, the reorganization of the Council, militant action 
and the return of Dr . Silver to leadership. Your name appears among the signa­
tories to the telegr~m. 

This reply is being written you at the direction of the Council and in 
accordance with the vi0ws expressed at that meeting. It is not proposed to enter 
here into the rights and wrongs of the eventB which led up to Dr. Silver ' s resig­
nation . Suffice it to say that while a genuine difference with regard to tactics \ w 
and procedure existed within the Council , there was never any question of 
"militant" or non-militant action. Every group r epresented in the Council and 
every individual representing these groups is deeply concerned with the achieve­
ment of our goal now and not in some distant future, and is anxious to take all 
necessary and appropriate measures to that end. At the same time there was a 
differ ence in judgment as to the steps to be taken at a given moment for the 
furtherance of our aims and since the view of t he majority, reached after a 
full and free discussion, was not that of Dr. Silver, he tendered his resi gna- Iv~ 
tion as Chairman. 

It should be noted that there have been three elections of officers in the 
Emergency Council since its inception. A Co-Chairmanship was established for 
the first time when Dr. Silver was elected Chairman of the Executive Committee. 
Unfortunately it proved unworkable and the Council was faced , in the light of 
ts experience of the results of divic.ed responsibility, with the matter of 

el ecting a single chairman. In the existing situation it was the judgment of 
a majority that Dr. Wise should serve as that chairman. This action implied ~ 
no dispar agement of Dr. Silver ' s great gifts nor any lack of r ecognition of the 
splendid services rendered by him during his tenure of office. In politi cal 
life, however, it is no uncommon occurrence that a leader who has served greatly' 
under one set of circumstances is replaced by another when conditions_c 11 for 
a change . To pr esent the issue as one of militancy versus non-mil itancy is- c/4 
untrue t o t he facts and confusing to the public , and constitutes an unwarranted / 
imputation on those who with vigor and courage hitherto l ed the f ight in behalf 

)
of t he J ewish national cause . Mor eover, in terms of r eali stic action , we would 

/ ask what is meant by the term "militancy"? In all Dr. Silver ' s statements since 
his r esignation no hint has been given by him of a specific program of action 
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diff rent from th t pursued y the Co il in fulfillment of our objectives or 
unrer t ricted Jewish immigration , an immediate decision on the establ shment of 
a Jewish Commonv:enlth and Jev ish r epresentation at the forthcoming int ernation 1 
conf ~rences. 

That 11 Zionists shouJd, particularly at this time , bend t.e r unitei 
efforts to the chievement of our common goal is obvious and the recent reor­
anization of the Council n ed not and nhould not have een made a que tion f or 

cisunity j_n Zicnist rank . Indeed when the Council was reor anized Dr. Silver 
nounced publicly t hat he would remain a rnem er of the Council and would con­

tiI1 e loyal cooperation . Thnt assuranc was warmly welcomed by all and. cn-
co~raged t he hope of continued cooperative thought and action. In a movem~nt 
uch as ours , nnd in~eed i i -ny derr.ocratically constitu ed body , this is obvi­

ously as it c,hould be . lla.jority action must overn, subject always to the con­
c11tion that the minority is entitled to the op ortunity so to express its po nt 
of riew t tit may inf l uence the act i on oft .em jority and hope eventually y 
constitut io al pro ,., ..., s i tssl.f to become the major ty. But a majorit y deci ion 
rrould not Le permitted to cecome tle cause of titt er inter'1al rifts and f 
publ c contro\ ersy of a che.racter cc.rr.agi:-ig to the r i c., .~s t interes ts of t l~e v:hoJ ':3 
novement. 

In this connection we would cor.mend e.s an xample from the past t e oc a r:: c,,_ 
\:hen in 1931 Dr. Weizmann , s Pre~ident of the Porld Zioni~t Organization, w, s 
uefeat b a majority in t e Zion t Congrers . Dr. \'1eizmann, though out of 
o fice, ne erthele"'s coopera c lcy lly ·ith the c,ur eeci i ni dminiotration un · 1 
at a t..t qucnt Congrec-s he v1z.s once again rcturne to leac..er .: i . 

It is eeply tote rcr retted that instead o ~~ mi larly dher ing to t he 
recesses of Ge,.ocratic action and s origi ally inci catea by Lr. Silver hin~elf, 
.f cooperat ing 1n the \\Ork of the Council while eek.; ng in c" ~e course throur:r1 

t he lective org&ns of the Zionist Oreenization to obt i n crcor~cm~nt for mself / 
nd his policies , I:r. ilvcr and his followers ave ow m';)ar{ed on activities , 

v,l i ch if continue may be con trued by a public , alr sady confuse , as representinc, 
a c-•eparatist political action . -

Dr . Silv r has the op ortunity throur h m mber hip in the Council to ring 
to ,ear his influ nee and i d a.s upon t e action of the Council. Eis cooper at ion 
in its ork vill e ,~r ml y welcomed . ut the campaign at r esent being conduc e1 
on l half of Lr . u'lv r roman office pecially estoblished for the purpose is 
such as o er e confu in and d ~ onccncy amon Zlonists throuehout t l e 
anc to diarLpt nd ~a al ze Z on st worK a a most critical tie. .,,... 

.1.uus tr . ,il er , follo 1ing the stat m nts of . Roosevelt and -'r. 
vdt ,o t ccn ultation with the offic rs of the Americen Zionist ergency Co ·nci l 
of which he remai s a me:m er , \' i tr.out excrc sin i right to come to meeti r r3 
of t ·le Council , d \'it out ull lJ1owle ge o t e facts , issued a ~tatement to 
t e press w ich could only be calcu ate to cause an xagger ated and unjustified 
i:, ssird[.m in the r anks of Zionists ever where . A stream of arti an literature 

d ress rel a~es c~anating from the office of the American Zionist Policy 
, Cor..m' tt e has kept Zioni ts in a stat e of constant nd unhealthy turmoil , deflec ~­

i,.., t ... m f r om the tasks at 1 nd and in erin the fu.tfillment of an effect ive 
rror rem of action . 1 tter and tel hone and tele ,r a.m Zioni sts thr ou hout th 
countr y are b~ing urged to €.). ")!' ss alarm w. t pr ~ent d v elopments and to demand 
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Dr . Silver's immediate return./ Little wonder that under these circumstances 
Zionists are confused and disheartened when they should be seeking to work to­
gether. Action of the kind here described indeed makes difficult, if not im­
possible, united and fruitful work by the administration in authority for the 
time being. 

The American Zionist Emergency Council regards itself as an arm in this 
country of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. We are pursuing a policy the 
ultimate responsibility for which rests with the Executive of the Jewish A~ency. 
Nor do we intend now or in the future to conduct an independent political line. 
It would indeed produce chaos and mean the end of the Zionist movement were 
branches of the movement in various countries to act in any other manner. It is 
our view that the line which we are at present pursuing, in coordination with the 
World Zionist leadership, is the correct one at this time. Until that line is 
changed no individual or group, however gifted or powerful, can engage in an inde­
pendent political campaign without producing consequences of a serious character. 

We would repeat once more: Dr. Silver's close collaboration in our work 
will be warmly welcomed. He has all the possibilities within the movement to 
bring his influence to bear in regard to the development of action and policy. 
We therefore ask, through you, that Dr. Silver be moved aeain to lend his great 
abilities to our work as a part of the Emergency Council. The Chairman of the 
Council has written separately to Dr. Silver asking him to attend meetings of 
the Council in order to share in its work and to give us the benefit of his help 
and advice. It is the sincere desire of all members of the Council that he will 
see his way clear to collaborate with his colleagues in this crucial period in 
Zionist history. It is in this direction that we believe that your influence 
should be brought to bear. 

• 

AL:CK 

Yours sincerely, 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

By: Arthur Lourie 
Political Secretary 
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EAST 105W STREET AT ANSEL ROAD 

TELEPHONES GARFIELD 0150 - 0151 

WILLIAM M. KR.AMER 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER , D . D . 
RABBI 

HARRY A . LEVY 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

1 

Mr . Harry L. Shapiro 
5 .Prospect Place 
New York 17, N.Y. 

My dear Mr. ShaJiro: 

March 30, 1945 

I spoke with Mr . Neumann, yesterday, about the reply issued 
by the Emergency Council to the 146 signatories of the telegr~m 
sent to it. I understand that Mr .. anson has prepared a rejoinier 
and that Mr . Neumann is looking it over. I also suggested to Mr. 
Neumann some things which should be included. 

The reply of the Council goes far beyond what I am sure must have 
been intended by some of the members of the Council, es ... :Jecially the 
Mizrachi and the .Poale Zion. Th-➔re are miserable distortions and 
innuendoes in the rep1y which I am sure our friends on the Council 
would never have permitted had they seen the draft. There is also the 
attempt to represent us as fostering a "separatist movement" , and the 
fact that we opened an office to organize the sentiment within the 
ZOA as a challenge of the authority of the Council. This is insolent 
presumption on the part of the Council which has no business to enter 
into the internal affairs of the ZOA. The letter deftly ignores the 
reaction of Zionist organizations throughout the country and the 
entire press. 

I think, and I suggested it to 1Ar . Neumann, that the Mizrachi 
repre8entatives on the Council, and those of our friends on the Poale 
Zionvho are willing , should repudiate this letter at the forthcoming meeting 
of the Council. They should be contacted at once. 

Our rejoinder should be sent out without delay. Undoubtedly this 
reply of the Council will find its ,.~ay into the Jewish press . Vle ought 
to watch that and be prepared with our statement. It should be carefully 
drawn, but forceful and comprehensive. 

How are you proceeding with the funds? H~ve you already obtained 
a statement for income tax deduction? We come up against this f act 
time and again and it is seriously interfering with our obtaining 
contributions. 

Has Lewenthal's article be 2n distributed to the Anglo-Jewish 
press? It has not yet appeared anywhere. It is important to draw in a 
fresh name, and especially one which carries such weight. 



Mr. Harry Shapiro -2- 3-30-45 

I am sending you a copy of my reply to the letter , hich Dr. 
ise vlrote to me as well as a copy of Wise's letter. 

With all good wishes for a h- PPY holiday, I remain 

AHS:BK 
Enc. - 5 

~- os t cordia.ll yours , 

~ ~ 
\ 
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~~~ ZITrmµlr 
EAST 1O5W STREET A T ANSEL ROAD 

TELEPHONES GARFIELD 0150 0151 

WILLIAM M . KRAMER 
ASSISTANT RABBI 

Mr. Harold :Jianson 
5 frospect Place 
New York 18, N.Y. 

My dear Manson: 

ABBA HI LL EL SILVER , D . 0 . 
RA.BBi 

HARRY A LEVY 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

T'1e reply which you made to the ZOA release on \ 
the commi tee to explore t e possib"lity for unity should be 
S9nt immediately to all the An lo-Jewish perio1icals. 
Undoubtedly Goldstein's re lease ·dll appear and his fake 
peace maneuver will mislead :-1an.r Zionist ; • lso his attempt 
to give the impression that ''le are out to drive Dr. i ise 
from the Emergency Council. It is im ortant to scotch the 
lies i. ediately. 

~ i th all good --,ishes , I rem~dn 

~tost cordially J' ours, 

AHS:BK 
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Pae 2 • Julius c. Livtn ,ston pril 3, 1945 

T e i t is now more neoeosary than ever that t e Je ish ople should 
be e t e t he benefit of r. Silver's l ead rahip and his polictas. I be­
lieve t hat .t the next ZOA. Conve tion, e 111 chieve this objective. 
ould you, \ en you have t e ti: e, drop me a note indicating t o me ho you 

b licve the South est ill st d on t ts :po i1t. 

Kl _ t rogards to yourself and Gertrude. I hop the b~by i ~ell. 

Cordially yours, 

H~rry L. Sha tro 
Executive Uiroctor 
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~ rERICAN ZIONIST POLICY CO~ITTEE 
55 WEST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 18, NEW YORK 
TELEPHONE: LAcxawanna 4-7319 

Translation of a special dispatch bys. Dingol in The Jewish Day, 
April a, 1945. (Similar dispatches have appeared in the Jewish 
Morning Journal and the Jewish Daily For ard) 

PEACE IN ZIONIST RANKS COULD BE AC::IIEVED WITHIN TE!~ MINUTES, SAYS DR. SILVER 

ZIONIST LEADER ASS RTS THAT THE DISPUTE WITHIN ZIONIST LEADERSHIP 
COULD BE SOLVED EASIL! WIT GOOD WILL ON BOTH SIDES. - DOUBTS 
WHETHER THE COMMITTEE UAMED BY DR. GOLDSTEIN WILL .ACHIEVE THIS 

The furor which has arisen in American Z ... 01ist circles over Rabbi Abba Hillel 

Silver's forced resignation from the leadership oft e American Zionist Emergency 

Council, and the protests and demands for his return to leadership wh ch have come 

from all parts of the country, have flnally brought about a decision by the Executive 

Committee of the Zionist Organization of America to name a committee which will ex­

plore the possibilities of restoring peace in the Zionist movement. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of the Zionlst Organization of America, named 

a committee of five, with Judge Louis E. Levinthal as chairman, for that purpose. The 

four other members of the committee are: Daniel Frisch, Louis Lipsky, Ezra Shapiro, 

and Dewey SLone. 

Vlhen the membership of the group was made public, the American Zionist Policy 

Committee, which supports Dr. S lver'3 policies, issued a statement expressing no 

confidence in the committee because, with one exception, it is made up of Dr. Silver's 

opponents, and "not a single member of the committee represents the forces in 

American Zion sm Vihich have publicly demanded the recall of Dr. Silver." 
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A Little While Longer • 
by 

RABBI LEON I. FEUER 



A LITTLE WHILE LON R 

By 

RABBI LEO 

TH R ar phra , hi h be m 

in which they ar coin d. Thi 1 

long r.' 

I. FE ER 

la i , b au f th C'ir :um t n ' 

f th m- 'ju l a littl whil 

The time was last o mb r; th o a ion- th internal di ·u n m 

th Zioni t mov m nt n wh ther or n t th Pal tin R lution ndincr i 

Congre hould b pre sed for a ·tion with or without th "ar n lio-ht. ' 

Zioni t 1 ad r w re advi ed by th tat D parlm nt to dro1 th r lu­

tion and 1 av th whole matt r in th hand of th Pr id nt "ju t a litLl 

while longer." This cau -d ,con id rahle di._ r ment fin Hy r 

the resignation of Dr. Abba Hill I Silver and a i, Lory f hi 

ow e ral m nth hav pa d .. Th £ th Big h • 

a matt r f hi t ry. whi h t k th 

M diterran an k b h and 

the pot ntat of the Ori nt. Th offi ial ommuniqu ar a matt r fr rd, 

and both hur hill ti 

hapt r of Zi ni t p liti al hi t ry i d and it i tim L 1 ak a rapid 

ur y of r nt nt and apprai th itu~ ti n a f th mom ,nt. 

The official ommumqu n th rim a C nf rcnc , a jl nt n t nl 

r garding Pal tine but al r ga dina th J i h p I l and it d I rat 

plight, a fa t whi h ok d om bitt r n th par of H r Id La ki 

and oth r . Th r foll wed a udd n bur l of rowmcr 

out of th Chur hill and R,..,.,..,.c:,"" 1 0 lt m tin° in l t. Th rum r • had it 

that pr p al had b n ubmitt d in ol ing th unit d r h 



tat mbra inrr Iraq . na Tran j rdan and p rt f Pal tin , and th 

r ation f a J ,vi h tat in th r t f P 1 tin l b f d rat d with th 

hri tian R publi f L b n n. Thi it m nt in 

J wi h ir 1 1 ut turn 1 ut t h a fla h in th pan. Th Manchester 

Guardian Laun ·h t n 1 m t • nt rt r f Zi ni rn am no- Eng-

Ii h n , cauli n d a ain t the a • It n • f rr tic unf und d 

I rt . h rd al ut th matt r • th r p rt di d a 

udd nl a th 

w w ha\ • th aulh ritati tat m nt f th Prim Mini t r and 

ur , n Pr • . 1 h l tt 'f ma I nl th bri f t nd m t r-

th • n in it · r 1t t. hur hill Jid ar 

c laucrht r f th J but , h 

r ◄ a t, hi tat m nL , r min u and profoundl di -

a1 • • fr m th J wi h p int f vi w. H d lar d th t n acrr m nt 

r d • • n h d b n a ·h d t u ·hin tin , and that th qu ti n 

, uld 1 d d L tl nd f th n iat d 

di pat h h intimal d th, th • n had b n" liminat d' 

fr m th arr nda of ..,. ... ..,. ...... .,...... Hi r p rt wa d id 

of a inrrl ra r al am of h r th r th Zi ni l au . 

Th onl • ruml n lati • h th • L rd trab l 0 i, ould 

tra t fr m th Prim addr t that it ntain d 

n thin° n er Li r rdin° Pal tirn ap1 r ntl in th d r p n { r 

a futur d n. 

On th th Prim 1ini, l r , nt ul f hi " a 

rah with 1111 lim nl . Ile n pra1 d th E pli n f r larin(J' 

" ar nth d. II h a1 ium 

U} n Ki • P, 1 tin - ddinrr tha 

lbn aud' aid w uld b n cl d at th lu-

ti n £ th rah , rld and f th J , i h 1 

th pi ·lur . n th m la , a di I at ·h Ir m 

l ibilit that th rah l nu ht th i a nt t 

limit d J i h • mmi 0 rati n int Pal , tin <lurin th n . t fi ar ~ a a 



macrnamm u tur . It i. , 11 kn wn lhc. t I riti h , nl in th ar l'..a t 

ha b n la} rina f r tim t J r Uc. d th ml ~ t mak u ·h a o- -

tur , hi h , in a m r Jc. vorahle light in tht f th 

d mo ratic , rld , ith ut im hino- an_ p< liti ·al ._ acrifice rn th ir 1 art r 

an d partur fr m th . pirit and I .Lt r )f th Whit· I ai •r. It \\ ill b r •-

all d that th hit P l r pr id ,d for the Ii nlinuan • f J \\ i. h immi-

0 rtifi had 1 n . hau t l unl . furth r 11 rn i-

b th Arab th m . It i • c ntin·l p :. ihl that 

rah aroun 1 Le ,wr t a f rmula which 

, ill p rmit a forth r tri ·kl f J , i h immi rali n whil • I r rvino- th 

prin ipl £ th Whit P J r and ilh mt afI cling th I r nl r ti f 

p pulati n in Pal tin r ndan rin cr th h t n ma j orit whi h th 

rah n , ha . 

i wino- thi mb r J i ·tur n 1. n l uq ri. l L th l ·rril l r c. cti n 

it ha ok d in J wi h nd Zi • • cl k and I itt r 

di app intm nt r in dit ri I mnm ·nt n I 

u a J , nothinrr ha c m ut 

fru trati n, humiliati n and a n 

traw. W ar t Id th t 

it i t 

nual 

nd Eo- pt but r n w d 

i. t dut hat a 

1 i·h 

hidd • t \> il n it. It i. th e rl'Licall n-

i abl but i it Ir h hi ? hat ha h en . , i l and le ft un. c. icl I Jmr hill 

and R""'"""'0 lt fI r n up1 rt f r ll ·h a ' mf< rlincy inf n n . 

nd what f ur , n Zi ni t p >lie ? It i. pro1 r lo a:k wh and n 

what ha i w r u ·h hi"h h I 1 uilt up aroun l th C'onfrr nc· f Lh I iCT 

Thr and , id I di 11inat d? mu ·h h l 1H 11 r , d inl th , r qu t 

that th i u b I It in th Pr id nt h, n 1: ju. L a liul , whil le IJCT ,r. It 

• d nd l ruit d al ut that t • wa d pl in r f 

a J mm m , llh n 1 , . d L rmin l l< 1 r : for it in hi n 

hu hill and . t lin. II lid n t n d th haC'kinr, of , .,on r l 

r luti n nd did n t d ir it. H Jr f rr.d to d th j h him. lf. H , w 



m l r d full prim d nd uld b r Ii d up n t brina h m th 
f th r luti n r brin ing r f rm f 

pr ur d. It would 
. . • in th ffin . Dr. il r ' a ar -J 

1 p Ii 

' ambling , ith th 

liminat d. 

i ni l I ad r put it, Dr. il r wa 
th J , i h p o J I . ' F r th t r on h , a 

h t n , ? hat u ar t b dra, n fr m 
thi nd humilic tin d i ·h th Zi ni ha ufI r d? Wh 
ha I d ith th I t h f th J wi h p ? ho who uaht 

nf r th pr umabl J iti n f hur hill and Rf'\f'\c:~,r.-.lt 

b tti £ th r ord in fa or of a J wi h 
h pri r t th" m Lina f th Bia T ho 

ut m ibl ' in th baa? ' 

h • ' littl ,·hil Ion ' mu h long r ar we to 
, ail? It i th , '\ hi i u d nd it i till n th 

. t rminat d and th d or of 
Pal tin d. It i. ju t a ut fi m Chur hill, 
, h ha d rib d l im If ' a • t of th J • tur b am 
Prim ini L r. But n thino- he ha1 p n d. l it i n fi m nth 
m ""~"""It mad hi } • ti n in f r f a J m-

th nd p hi h 11 • I ut it r lizati n. 

int rru1 t d Dr. 
th , , • 

n h 
Th 

n i1 il it • v c tc: k n b th Zi ni t I ad r , h 

t p litic c 1 ff • f r ' d hi r i n ti n in 

ntim nt < f th rank and fil and d illu­

d i i n b th Birr Thr . 

n rr ti r ult f th ir p Ii 
and f r th di illu. i nm nt and di \·hich ha f II " d. 

then it ill n n th l th 
thr u h hi h , ha h n l in~ i. n t m r l a m tt r f nali i . 



of p rsonal di agr m nt b tw n t, or thr leader . l arl ' it i a a 
of div rg nt i , point , of diff r nt p liti c. l nc pti n and lin f 
approa h. At th AtL. ntic City Con nti n f the Zi ni t Or<Yaniz, ti n f 
Ameri a, it wa Dr. il r wh paid th , m t g n r u and loqu nt tribut 
to Pr id nt Roo c It f r hi d clarati n f O ·tob r 15th. But iL was al o 
Dr. ilv r wh , in th am addr warn d 1 that ur haul da w r n t 
o r, that w till far in th m 
hr ath-"Pla not ur tru ... t in prin , am d ag in t an 

r la ati n of ff ort, an partial d mobilizati n any u l n i n f ur mili­
tant politi al a ti n. And hi line wa appro d b a unan • m u r luti n 
of th Con ntion. A a ain ... t that, a it uh qu ntl tran pired th r 
b liev d that th Pr id nt d larati n had u h r d in a n , I ri d th 
dawn of a n w da in , hi h dynami 1 ad r lik Dr. il er ~h nld be 
r I <Yat d to th ha k round and th r in £ ffi b hand ·d r t mor 
"cautiou and diplomatic" g ntl m n. 

What ha now happ n ,d pro c Dr. il r t h v b ·n rirrht and hL 
oppon nt wrono-. I it too much to urrg . t 1h, l th ; b i u con qu n 
hould h drawn that th d f at d dipl mat . h uld ara full n tir and 

Dr. ilv r be r all d to I ad r ... hip? 
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Why Dr. Silver Resigned fron1 the 

Zionist Emergency Council 

DH . SIL\ EH'.' .'0-C\LLl •: D ··1rnE\< '. II OF l>l .'CIPLI I ◄:-- SIi \flE)) \ I) 

DOIL ' ED B~ Ill.' OPPO E T.' . 110\\ TIIE \( :Tl\ LT BE<:\ \IE TIii •: 

TIO . I ) IL .' I L \ E W .' I n :c O I\ I) < >I ◄' I\ E \ I \I u ... \ B LE \ C: 1111 •: \ I': \I I•: T . 

\ \I EI UC \ \ Z IO IS \I \I l ST 11 \ \ E 11 I. ' LE \ I H ◄: It ' 111 P. 

B Y J A ·on R 1c 11 :-.. 1 A ' 

T l IE ( :HI. · I. ' in \nwri<'all Zio11i s111 \\ hi<'h ha s b <' 11 pn·('ipilal,•d I>~ 

tlw r<'.'i gnal ion of Dr. \\ j,. ,, and Dr. , ' ih Pr ,, ill nol < asil~ IH' n'­

:-;ol H '<L \\.hat<·,<' r d< <'isiort .' 011 rPorg·a rt iza I io11 an• a rri \ ,,d at in I lw 

Zion j., l l ◄: m< rg< m · ~ ( ~ou rwi I. Fa r - n'a('h ing is.' ll< '.' of pol i<' ~ u I"<' 111 -

, oh Pd in th< ('onlrm<' r s~. is.' t1<'.' ,,hiC'h \\ill <'011li11tH' lo ng ital, IIH· 

.JP\\ i: h p11bli<' for rnor1th s lo <·onw. 

\ : an a<'li,<· Zioni s t a11d as orH' I rain ed in th< l<'gal prnl<'.'s i<H1 . I 

lw,P PrHI •·norPd lo anal . Z<' lh< sit11alio11 <'oll sC'i<•nliou .- 1. aft<'I' \\('i g h ­

in g all th· fa<'l. and ('if'('lJlll S IHII('(',' ·111d li .- lP11i11 cr paliPrtll ,\ and at 

lPng l h Io a bl r- spok< : nwn of both point.· of \ iP\\ . \ nd I ha,<' a rri \ <•d 
al <'<'l'lain <'orl<'lu sirn1 s \\ hid, I shall al I< rnpl to .' la IP a .- .' ti< ' ·in<'I I~ a . 

J)O.'." i bl< . 

In lhP lir:--i l plal'L \\ ~ 11111 :-d di lingui : h .- harpl~ b l\\("ll th<· in ­

lPrnal and <' I< rnal asp<-<"1 .- ol' I IH c·o11l rn\, r s~. , 'o far as I lw " <' l<·r-



ll a I " .' i ( tJ a ( i O 11 , .. • 0 fl C I'll d t h ( d ( f (' I'll H ll I Of t h pa I .' I i n (\ H -
.'olution in Congr ..... th, a<'tio11 of th\ Ir .. id nt and th , ' tat Dq>arl ­
nwnt. and our m,n attitud to\\c rd .. th .. \ 11t. · m m,n co11d11-
.. ion.' ar< d ar. 'I lw d f' rrn nt >f th H ."olution. c I th r 1u .. , of 
th< Pr .. id nt, through tlw ,'I'l l D<partrn nt. \\as · .. ti· ·k hut h~ 
no m a 11.. • ·a t a .. t ro I h . Th H .. o I u t ion.. \\ r .. t ~ m i I I a .. t \ 1 a r • h . 

hut Zi< ni .. t politic·1I \\ork continu d • nd r .. ult d in .'ll ·h notahl 
achi Y m nl: a.' th Pal .. tin pl · nk .. in th H< pul Ii ·an and D<' nl<>­

J I a t for rn _.. • rn d t h .J \\ i .-h ( . > m m on \\ a I l h d ·Ia ra t ion < f 
nt Ho>.' It and ( ;o\ rnor D< \\ ~. 1 t i .. cl<· r 11m,. U.' it "'l.' in 

.. , ring. th·1t hoth th< llrn1. · ·uHI th .• 11 ·1 t \\ \r< pr par d lo 
ad >pl th H .'olution .. hut for IIH int< n ntio11 of th E culi\ hran ·h 
ofth (;m rnm nt. 

TIIE DEFEH\IE T \Pl H \L ' EI) 

It i .. rtol tlw I art .r ,,i .. dorn lo dL· -rilw IIH dPf rm Ill a .. a ('c 1-
amilou .. d f c I. ,,hi ·hit , • . not. It ,uuht l > h app1" i .. «t quit< 
.'ol Prl. a.' anol h r J i:od t n our lon 1r • n f uphill fight for l h political 
r co 1rnit ion of Zioni:t aim.'. T' > . • mr \r• It thf' l mporar . .' t I ack i .. a 
.. riot1. · rror and a di .. .- n icP t , lhf' "llJ.'P. .• f'c r th<\ rol pla~ d h~ 
th , ' tat I) partm nt on th in .. tru ·lion ( f th Ir . i I nt. th r ·a n 
hf' no lvto opinion .. about it. In\ i \'' of· II that h· d pr c· d< d. parli<'­
u I a rl . l h p 'll' t . p I a t form . . I h < I r _. i IP n l ·.. m, n .. h t m n I > f ( k t oh r 
l~th. ,· <'I' tar~ ,' tin1. ·or1· .. 1\tl<r lif'lin ir th mililc r han. and,· nator 
\\ a g fl r • .- a.-.-u ,.. fl c 1, i \ n on t h \ \ of I lw II a l ion a I I • t i H 1.-. t ha I t h < 
n sol ll t ion .. \\ otdd h pa.'.'( d th r HWh C Hlgf' ..... \\ ( had \ ( I'~ rPa.'on 
to p ·l '>>prutiononth part of th E \culi\ .not int rf'<rrH'<. 

o ad q u a t or sa t i .- fa<' I or~ r t .. or 1. • lun < h ~ 11 g i \C II for i t .- r < • 11 t 
a<'tion. 'I h pr .-.-ur< rt I h~ th \dmini .. tration llJ < 11 Corwr .-.­
l o r fra in f'r > m r p a l i II g \drn I I h < f> r .- id<' 11 t h i m .. < I f' ha I ... 1 id o II I ~ a 
f,\\ \\ k.. arli r ·1pp ar.- "holl: tJll\\c r'l' 'llll d in I tH ·ir ·um .. tan ·< ... 
\\ ha l , r ma y ha \ < h< < 11 don< h. I) r. , • i h r or • 11 o t h < r Z i o II i .- l 
I ad r h. \\U , of n • ,ura 1ri11 1r Corwr .'.'Ill II an I . • n· tor.- to proc· d 
\\ith th n .-olutioll.' ·annot. ohj cti\CI, .'J) akin 1r. h f' 1rar Id a. 
< rting undu pr .'.'tu· or ··irril'ltirw .. th' Pr .-idPnl. \ .- 1 I\ nth 
Pr .-i I nt and >111·.- h .-. it i.- \\ who '11' th a1r 1 ri \( d part .. not h \. 

'J h ·r •f' ,r • 111 , ··>fl f • >H ·lu . i >11 i.- l hi . : I hi t I I for · l h r<• .. i 1rr1·1-

lio11 of a Zioni.'t I ad< r l><\<'all.'< of hi.-, i 11or HJ.' ad\o<"H'~ of th, Con-



"I' .- .· ional H<. ·olution i.- a politi<'al hlurulN >f th fir!-1I magnitud(. I>~ 
:acrifici111r it. · l<adPr. th< Zioni.-t mo, m \111 <·ompl< IPI~ ( \OIH rat(d tlH 
Pr .-id<'nl and th , ' I'll< l)pparlrn<nl and d<<'lan.- it.-< If to 1>, 1r11ilt~ 
and al fault. I am corninccd that th< ,a. I ma.iorit~ of' \11wri<'n11 
Zioni.-1.- r .i<•ct thi.- po:ition. 011 th c·or1trnr~. \\( f'P< I l<'l do\\11 an I 
hilt rl~ di.-· ppoint<d h, th in<·ornpr lu'r1. ·ihl( int rf< r<'rt<·<· of th 
\dmini.-tration:. nd al out th la.-t thirw \\(' ar di . po:<d lo do i.- to 
t hr)\\ >llf' gr< al< st .'JH>h<':rnarr and most ( ff< cl i, <' I ad< r lo t lu ,, oh<'.' 
a.- an act of HJ p< • .- m nt. 

\\ l'I l 11 Tit E Z. o. \ . 

\\Inti.- th<• .-it11·1tion from th• .. int(rnal" point of' ,i ,, :1 \ lr<'­
nundou.- to-do ha.- h«n rn· d' i.gain.-t Dr. ,' ih •r 011 th<' all<g((I 
1rro11nd of' "hr<ach of' di.-ciplinp" or ··conlnt,< nli ,n'' of' th< d,<'i .· ior1. · 
of' th Eru<'r•r nc·. ( :ouncil not to pr'.'.' tlw ( :orwr,.- ioll'tl I ,.-olulion 
h for g< ttinir th gr<'<'Jl li irhl from th \dmini . trnlion. It i. an im­
portant point. thou 1rh b. no 111<an .- tlu rno.- t irnporlant. in a highl , 
·omJ li<'al d .- ituation. l p 11 ·arPf' 11 P au irntion. thr <'ir ·um-

.- tanc .- ha, irnpr ,_._. d them. , h s IIJ on m ·, it h n•irard to I hi .- i .. ' tH . 

Fir.-t. it i.- fl() .' ('I' •l that long bPf'ort tit' j ' .'1 1(' ,r "di .Tiplinp" ,,a.· 
rai .· d . p r:011. \\ilhi1 t}u ZO \ . 1011 11 h« 1·1, to l>r. \bba llill, I 
, ' ih r. had :pr ad a ho.- t of oth r u<·<·11. ·alion. again . I hirn . It i .· tinH' 
to :t· l< frank I th·tt f'or nan~ mrn1lh • an ·,horni11ahl< \\ hi p n11 1r 

'c mpai 1 n he .- h n <'al'f'i<d on< 1r• ti11 . l Dr . ,' ih 'f' throtwh nit th ·<>1 111 -

tr~ , th lik of' \\hi<'h \\( h·1,< 1101 p<'l'i rl<'«I in tlw Zioni st 1110\('­

llH'lll f'or ~<'ar.-. Thi .- In: 11al11rnll~ pla< ·Pd rtH' 011 n1 . 1r11ard again ·I 
th n \\ and lat . t ac·c·u.-ation of' "br 'a<'h of' di · ·iplin •." 

, · <'ondl~. Dr. l :n< I (;old .- t in. Pr .- idcnl of' th Z< \ . him If 011 

I).-c·r-mh r 3th . <•nl t I gra nt. lo'''"· 111•mh'r of' th<' l•on• i 1r11 I -
lation.- Cornmitt of' th< ,· nal<'. urging f'a,orahl< a<'lio11 on th 
Pal .-tin< n, .-o lulion , and 1,a,' hi .- I I grarn \\id< public·il~ . It i .- a 
mall r of' l''<'o rd , c n I th 'I'<' i .- 110 g<' lling around it. \lor >\ 'I' 
.-imihr l< l<'grnrn: \\( r .-c nl h~ th <" h ad .- of' oth ,,. Zioni .- 1 p· rli .­
·• flilial< d "it h l h< Em I'" n • Coun<'il. \\ r' I h . ' 1,,1 'gram , 
pr .-.-inir for tlw pa:.-·1g<' of' tJw I, _. Jut ion. in c·c nlr" ,, 11tion < f' th 
dP ·i.-i >fl.' ,f' th< ( .oun ·ii. or v r I h 1101 ;1 ( :1, 'Hl~, h .- ndi11 1r th .- ' 
I I< "l'a lll ., Dr. (; ,Id . t in and hi .- a:.-o ·iat '. a.-.-o ·i·1l<'d I h •rn.- ,J\ •.· 
full~ "ith Dr. , ' ih r '.- poli<' , at th, t irn, and .- har ,(I t lw r< :J>< 11 .- ihilit . 



'I IH'\ <·a11110I hn,< ii bolh \\H\ : Fir I. <'otntnil tlH \( I'\ .. off<'ll . < •• ' . . 
\\ilh \\hi<"h tlH'~ all<'111pt lo<"harg<' I r. ,' ih<ra11d lh 'naflPI' IIH1 d<'f<r-

llH'lll of' th n olulio11 lo a 111n' lh • ll'-ri 1d1 l<•ou allilud and rnl< ol' 

prn.·<<'1Jli1w atlorrH'~ a11d pla '<' all th<' hlanH' upon Dr. ," ih<'r·. 

shrndcl< r •. 

Finall~. 1 IH r' i • 'l I hird <'OIL id<'ral irn1. \\ hid1 l'or nH i .· d<'<"i .· i, <'. 

Thi~ i .. tH \\H . thorou 11 hl~ thra . hPd out lH l'on th 1111~ forum or 

lrih1111al thal i <·0111p<I 111 lo pa~ judg<tn<nl llw Ern<rg<n<·~ 

Cot1tl<'il ii < If. 011 l)<'<'< 1 111h< r :..0th. th< qu . lio11 \\H . gorH' into < -

hau . ti, Pl~. a. \\(' an inl'ornwd. al a~<•~. ion of IIH' Cot1n<"il la . liner . i, 

hrnrr. . r. ," ih< r n•11 J ,n,d a full ·tnd d< tailed r< porl It ·ting tH'arl~ 

l\\o hour. and it \\H l'ollm,<'cl h~ four hour of' d< hat<. 

I h . .lanH' ( ;_ I l •IIN. 011' ol' I h' ··pro < ('ti( i11g al torrH' . . •• I'm I IH• 

Z \ \dmini I ration. rno,<' l a n ·· >l11lio11 clPdaring· lhal Dr. ," ih< r 

had .. <'<>lllra,<n<d llH' f ·< ·i ·ion .· of th Cc lJP('il." Thi .· propo. it ion. 

\\hi<"h ha IH'<'ll cl<h ·tlP I pr>artd ·011 f,r ·i h 111r · in tlH pr .TtH'' of 

all <'otH'<'l'll< d . \\H . squan'I. l< l'<''ll< d. If all llw effort. ol' Dr. \\ i. <. 

lh. (;01 l I< in. I r. II IIPr .. nd ollwr. amHd: . llu \\( 'I'<' \\ilh all lh 

l'a<"I. and do<'llllH'lllar~ ' id ' ll< ' t' al llu·ir li .-p ,~al. <"ot1ld 1101 <·011, it1<'<' 

a tnajorit~ of tlu· ( 'rn11l<'il lo . har •t heir JH>.· ilion that. l'or Ill'. i 

<·011<"1 ti . i, <'. I )r . . • i h < r ha. I><'<' 11 < ,011< ra I Pd 011 I ha I <'or<'. and i I . <'<'Ill. 

hi 11 hl~ im1>1·opN and i11jt1rio11 lo tlu• Zinni I <'HIJ.<' for IIH' <' Zinni I 

I •ad r. lo c·o11ti11t1<' a l\(·r li . ing th'<' ··ctiarg<'. •• aguin . t I r . . ihN 

al'IN th'~ had llwirda~ in <·ot1rl and lo I. 

Bui olh<'I' and 1110n' \\('i 1rhl~ i~ IH an' in,oh<'d than IIH• l'onnal 

and IP<"ht1i<"al q1l<'. lio11 ol'"di . <"iplit1<'_-· \lo I irnporlant of' th<' 'i . tlH· 

q1w.-t ion of' I I'. , ' ih <'r·.- l<'ad< I' hip a. IJ<'h and of' t IH• lin<• ol' poli<'~ to 

h f >llo,,<d. Th< 11 ro11p ,,hi<"h i 110,, fi 11 hti11 11 Dr . .'ihPI' o hill<·r l~ 

and ,,hi<"h ha. <'arri<'cl tlw fi 11·ht into th< 11011 -.I< \\ i ·h pn .. ha,, h< Pll 

1111f'ri ndl~ l<>\\ard him 1'1'0111 th h •11 i1111i11 11 and had oppo. <'d hi •ntr~ 

in th fir l pla<·<•. The hi . tor~ of' thi c ff< ir i ci<•· ,r and\\( II knm,11. 

Th<•.-< "<'1111< Ill 'II had had arnpl<' opport1111it~ lo . ho\\ \\ hat th-~ ·mild 

do l'or I IH <'Hll >I' pol it i<"al Zioni Ill for P\ <'ml . <'HI'. l><•f'on Dr. , ' ih <'I' 

lrn k th• IH'llll. Front I<>: ) lo I) 1:~ Ill<'~ ran th<• Zioni I EnH r 11 < 11 ·~ 

:rnm<"il. TIH•~ \\( r • ii ofli<'<'I' and 11 11idin 11 pirit ,, hil< I r . , ' ih <'r 



11< ad( d I lw l 11ilPd PalP~I ill<' \ ppPal. TII('~ had P\ < r~ d1:111c·<' lu 
l'ollo\\ IIH ir c·a11lio11:-- and <0 011. ·pnali\f poli<'i<'.· and In I<•. I tl1<·1n h~ llw 
n.-ult. \<'lllall~.,\haldid th<'~ ac·c·on1pli h:1 l 111'orl1111al ·I~. lh'rt•·ord 
.-pPak Ploqt1P11II~ ol' lh<'ir failtm. For rnnrP than fo11r ~('al' · aftPr IIH' 
\\ hil<' Pap<'r had lH'cll i . ~1wd. all th ir ,, i.-drnn. t hPir dir,lonttt<·~ arid 
lhPir alltg<'d irdltH'll<'t' < I lh< \\ hilt llow-,c' failt'd In prod11t·t• :111~ 
;_wlion. nol P\f 11 a puhli(' 11llt'l'Hll<'<' 011 (II(' pnrl nl' lht• Co" l'IIIIH'r1I ol 

IIH l nil«I .'lat . a•rai11 . I llw \\ hil<' P:q>< r poli(',\. ' I lw Prt'. id< 111 

hin1. ·<lf rnaintairH•d a l'ri 11 id ·ilPrrt·t. For that rnall('I'. <>Ill<' ol' lh(' <' 

!Pad r.- lwading· olh<•r orga11i1.alirn1~ \\orking- in llw l'ic·ld ol' n· c·tw. 
ac·<·o111pli .· IH•d a.- rn11ch or n:-- lilllP in lhal dirP<'lion. l)P.· pilP th ·ir 
failur '. tlw~ <'\ idc-nll~ lac·k<•d tlw, i:--io11. c·o11ra~r<' n11d IIH' l,oldrw • lo 
adopl a rnor<• d~11arni<' and nwn• 111ilila11I poli<' ,\. 

rl lH ~('('ll( dwnµuJ . \ iftl~ ,.,ith llw' <hc•nl of' \hl,a llill<·I .'ihn. 
11 • "'" t>pl l lw \\ holP Zioni.- 1I mo\ PIIIPflll a~ nPII :1 ii. IPad,•r alu11 11 

I he rH'\\ road \\ hi, ·h h1 d10. P lo Inn t I. I IP n .-u-..<'ilal<·d I he ltnll'­
d<'i.Hl Enwrg<'n<·~ Cn111wil arid huill ii up inlo c pm Prl'11l in.-I r1111H•nl I'm 
pol i I i<'a I acl io11. 111 ,t• g·n ha 11 izPd I lw Zion i.-1 .- a11d I lw J •· \\ i-..11 111a-.. <' 
l h l'<l ll µ:ho ll I I h <' coll n l r . . I I • Ill i. d ,, ~ p I rf ll l hid l'or ( '. Ii r i:.; I iii 11 11 p 
port. and Ill<' Zio11i.-I i.- .· up lw<·11r1w rn1P ,,1· IIH' gn·al and Ii,<' p11lili<"ill 
i-..;.-u<·~ lH'fm<' llH' \111<'rirn11 pulili<". \-..;an• . ull of llH· agitatiun lw l<'d 
n11d hi . 1nilila11I poli<'~- IIH Pr<·~id, nl ·1>1 I< 011 \lnrd1 <>11t . llw l\\1 ► 
rnajur parli<' at ' l('d in .1111~. and Ho()~◄ '\PII and I <'\\I'~ pl ·dgt-d tlH'ir 
·upporl l'or a .I •,,i . h ( '01111111111\\<'al!l1 in (klolwr . II i a hrillinnl 

n t'ord nl' "hit'h "' an' all j11 ·II~ prn11d. 

Dr. ,' ih< r n nd< n•d < full n·porl al IIH• \nnual ( :111\\Plllion ol' lht• 
ZO\ in \llanl iC' C:il~ and mad<' a 1'1111 <' p()'ilio11 of Iii polil'~. )n 
(ktolPr lhth th ◄ :ull\tnlinn unanimm1 I~ ga\P hin1 a ,nlP of c·n11 -
ridPll<'<' b~ \f>l '(':-,,ing apprmal ol' hi · fH Ii<·,\.) c•I alr·ad ., al \lla11lit· 
Cit~. in thP 111id.-1 of' hi~ lri111nph. lll( board\\alk \\ct:-- b11zzing· \\ilh 11w 
r111111>r lhal a :--0011 a . II"' nlional El<t'lio11 . \\ ◄ 'I'' mN. l>r . .'ih<'r 
,,01Jld lH• lon·1•d 011( of llu l<'ad, r hip ol' llw l ◄:,w ,..,. 'II<'~ :011rl<'il n11d 

lhat th< l''tl . Ofl lo IH', i•rn•d \\otdd IH• lhal h<' \\a "p•r<>flil ll<>fl 

grata .. "ilh llw \\ hilt' ll rn1. <. \ppan•111I~ lhc pr()g'l'Hlll C'alling· l'or 
Iii.- lirt1i11alio11 lwd IH'<rl . <'I 1011 11• IH'f'on lh<· rno.-1 n•t·<•nl <'\PIiis. 



,,_, hti. · f· r nol a :hr d of langihl , id rH'< ha.· h n forlh ·orning 
lo su:lain llH ass rlion lhal Dr. ,' ih r is ""pfr. ·ona non grala .. in 
\\ashinglon. or for lhal rnallPr. :uflici nl P\ id<n<'< lo :hm, lhal :onH'­
on I: i: ··1 r:orn grati:.-ima·· al lh<' \\ hil llou.-. a: i.- claim<d. 
\\ ithoul \ id n< on <'annol judg< and \\ musl I h<'rPfor :Pl do\\ rt 
I h : ru mo r: f'o r \\ h, I t h a r r u n or.· . I u l i r I\ oh d in I h i: ,, ho I< 
argum nt i: a di:lr ::ing and sini:t r implication th a:.-tunplion 
I ha I l h Zion isl rn o v rn n I m u: t • h ck u p ,, i I h I h < , ' ta t I) pa r1 m n l 
or I h , \ \ h i I II o u .- h for PI«· I in g an ) on I o I ad<' r .- h i p. I I i: a fa Ila -
• i o u:. dang ro u: , n d , i • i o us pr i fl c i p I I o : I u J o fl ,, h i ch m u .- I 

lead do\\n lh :li~p<r) palh lo di:a:I r. II \\rndd pla<'<' lh \\holP 
n10, m nl in th po:ilion of ahj <'l :uh: n i< n<') lo lh pmH r: thal b . 
and lh h ads of Zion i:I I t dr-r: ,, otdd rise or fall h~ • nod from on 
high. 

Tho: who ha, un l rl· l fl lo fore I r. , ' ih r oul of lh 1 ad r­
:hip ha, a::um d • n a,, ful r : pon: ihilil ~. \m ric' n Zioni:m i: at 
th rro::road:. It is all~d upon to l cidr n >l • I< ga l , nd t ·hni ·a l 
qu :lion >f "'di: ·iplirw··· but th g r at a, d rnonwntou: i:: u : of thP 
l . f ,f I ad r : hip i t i: I o ha , • n d t l k i n d of po Ii c. i t i: lo fo II n, . 
Dr. ~ih r ha: stat d bi: J ►si I ion ·J arl . iu hi .· last public slat nwfl I. 
ll stand .· for ··a poli. in \\hich limidit~ . apJ \a:cm nl and hack ­
: lair: diploma ')· will haH\ no pl · c, ... Th·tl i: th r al i.-.· t1 • fld 
011 that i::u I am prrsuaded tlw mas: of 1'uH r'i<-a11 Zioni:t s \\ ill stand 
"i th Ahln Hill( I Sih r. 
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BACKSTAIRS TO NOWHERE ... 

The time has come-and nearly gone-for statesmanship instead 
of politics. We must consider mea ures rather than men. For 
months conscientious Zioni ts ha e directed or pursued line of 
conduct which reflect little but bewilderment and confu ion. 
They have advanced and retreated, tacked and veered, advocated 
resolutions in Congress and countermanded them, less as a result 
of a calculated policy than of inability to understand where they 
are at and how to get to where they want to go next. Division of 
opinion and interest has split their leader hip and, if not over­
come, will demoralize their ranks. Moreover, the sands of oppor­
tunity are running low. Few and brief chances for effective action 
remain to them before a peace confer1en e or other decision puts 
a term to Zioni t political achievement for long years to come. 

The Arab know what they want and how to u e the means 
they po sess to get it. The British Colonial Office and our oppo­
nent in the U. S. Department of State know what they are after 
and pre umably, on the record, how to attain it. W , too, know 
what we want; but either we do not r cognize the means we 
command to secure it-or, recognizing the means, we flound r 
in their application becau e they ar frighteningly unfamiliar 
and hence baffiing to u . 

The mean for action at Zioni t di po al are in fact largely 
unfamiliar. Some of them we Jew have never employed before. 
Yet becau e they are essential we mu t ma ter them, and quickly, 
or el e re ign our Ive to the defeat of our political program. 

The u ual explanations of the pre ent cri i in the Zionist 
Emergency Council wrongly empha izes per onal animosities, 
pride and ambitions. This is, I believe, mistaken, becau e every 
vital movement is beset and sometime bedevilled with private 
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intere t . E en if Zioni t 1 ad r hip ,ver at one 1n 1t immediat 
program it would till, like any lead r hip, pro id an ar na for 
confli ting p r onaliti . 

The root of th tragic di en ion go far d per than indi­
vidual ri alri and j ealou ie . It pring and tak it str ngth 
from a basic incomprehen ion. Zioni t trik , ildl at on 
anoth r, th y gi p r onal ran ur the r in to d troy not onl 
their oll ague but th mo ement-and thi at th 1no t critical 
mom nt 1n 1t ar r-b au .. at bottom th y do not 01npr h nd 
what the ar about. nd th . d n t ompr hend for th uffi­
ci nt r a on that during th pa t t\VO year they have undertak n 
a lin of a tion ompl t ly for ign to J \ i h hi tory and th r -
for unf miliar t th point of drivin th m to di traction. Th y 
ro k th boat b au th y ar lik landlubb r at a. Th ir f t 
ar in a trang path and on quently th y ar lo ing th ir h ad . 

Let u amine thi path. L tu und r tand how and v hy 
it i trange to mo t of u . nd n a t rin it nov 1 contour , I t 
u I arn to march for ard ure-foot d and cool-h ad d. 

vVh n, con id rably mor than a y ar a th Zioni t 
lead r hip, a unit d in the oun il undertook t 

ur th pa ag by ongr ·n olution h 
mbark d on a our e that wa n \V to J , i h p n n . r 

b for ha J w att n pt d to on rt t Zioni m ( or anythin 
1 ) th publi opinion of a d m ra and r gi t r that publi 

opinion a part of th d n10 rati prAr'/:3"""" thr ugh an t f it. 
I gi lative body. 

\V an appr iat th tartlin n It of thi ur 
by r i ing an imp rtant a p t f m d rn J wi h hi t r 
i an hi tori al mm npla to a. that Zi ni m pr i 
fir t d mo r ti m m nt in J wr. in it di p r i n. Rut lik 
m , t omm npla or fail t t 11th h 1 truth. 
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Up until the nin te nth ntury Jewry condu ted it nego­
tiations with the non-J wi h world through the p r onal inter­
ce ion of what we would now call "r pre entative ' J w . Th e 
were elf-appointed lead r , ,vho e 1 ader hip wa ac pt d by 
general and grateful con nt, and who, a men of haract r, 
influence or wealth, d alt with th ruling power f th hur h 
and tate in behalf of th J e i h community. u h 1 ad r am 
to be known a stadlonirn or " pok m n," and th ir politi al 
method were known a stadlonut. In fa ta w 11 a roman th 
n1ethod ine itably-gi en th ir um tan es f th ag - m ant 
limbing the ba k tair to th ar hbi hop' tudy r th rand­

duke' pri y hamb r, th re to bargain orb g a b t th 
1nan could. In enc , stadlonut boil down to going to th kit-
hen door for a hand-out. But until th Fr n h R oluti n and 

the ri e of modern democracy no other 1n -thod for uring n 
the mo t elemental rights wa available t the J w . By thi tim 
after centuri of use, the method be an1 an in rain d J wi h 
habit. And for too large a number of J -s it i till ingrain d. 

When Herzl, at the clo e of the pa t century dr am d of a 
J wi h tat , h act d in th traditional mann r f all J w wh 
g t an idea whi h th y think i od for th ir p pl . H a t , 
that i , lik a stadlon. H \ nt to th ounting r m f th 
rich t J w e tant, Bar n d Hir h and Bar n d R th hild, 
thinking to indu th m t put up th 1n n ·ith hi h h 

ould go to th ultan and bu a hart r f r a J i h tat . 
Wh n th w althy J , r fu l th m n y, H rzl t k th 
mo t radical t p in mod rn J i, h hi tory. lgn rin any indi-

idual J ri h r p r h turn t t1 J \ i h p p 1 a a 
wh 1 and r at d th fir t d 1n rati 1n m nt in J wi h lif . 

rom th n1om nt h had th Zi ni t Organizati n b hind him 
ab dy n tituti na1ly op n t ry J and ba .. d n n t 
to a h m mb r, h wa n 1 ng r a tadlon but a l 1n rati ally 



elected leader. It wa a big tep, but it took Herzl only halfway 
toward a completely democrati pro dure. 

Fore en with the Zioni t Organization at hi back, Herzl 
continued the age-old policy of per onal diplomacy. He ad­
dressed himself to the Grand Duke of Baden, to the Kaiser, to 
the Sultan, to "Joe" Chamberlain, to the Pope-to ay nothing of 
the King of Bulgaria, Von Plehve, and anyone el e who would 
listen. He addressed himself to everyone concerned, except the 
Parliaments of the great power of\\~ e tern Europe or the polit­
ical partie that dominated them or the publics they represented. 
He was forever appearing at Zioni t Congresses, and in whisper 
telling his intimate supporter to wait a little while longer and 
something magnificent would tran pire. Thi behavior cannot 
be turned into a weapon of criticism again t Herzl, an incom­
parable optimist and self-sacrificing er ant. It prove , however, 
the power of habit-the trength of h ingrained J ewi h tradi­
tion of per onal diplomacy. Herzl like hi uc e or , wa at 
heart a democrat, yet he could not conceive of u ing the proce se 
of democracy when it c~me to obtaining from th non-J ewi h 
world the grant of a J ewi h tat . u h u \Va to unfamiliar. 

It may be argued that a dire t propagation of Zioni m 
among the people of Great Britain Germany and France, and a 
direct approach through th p pl to their Par1ian1 nt , wa an 
impo ibility in Herzl' lifetim . e an ne r kn ~ for it wa 
n er tried. 

uch approach to people and Parliam nt wa a ur dly 
po ible during the fir t World War. Yet th grant of the Balfour 
Declaration and the Briti h Mandate f r Pal tin remained the 
work of per nal dipl macy. Thre m n-Balfour Lloyd Georg 
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and W il on-ga e th J wi h pe ple what r tatu , th y possess 
in Palestine. The e thr men w r won to the gift by a handful 
of de oted J ewi h leader , ba k d by a hard-fighting Zi ni t 
Organization. To put it crudely and imply, two Engli hm n and 
one American wer " old" on them rit of Zioni m. But n ith r 
the Briti h Parliament nor the ... meri an Congr , till I , th 
ma s of British and Am ri an , \\ er won or pl dg d t it 
program. 

The grant of the Balfour D laration wa unqu ti nably 
the greate t achievement of per onal diploma y in J ewi h hi -
tory. It demonstrated once again that the per onal a ppr ach play 
and will alway play one of the de i ive role in int rnati nal 
politic . Nothing, indeed, can be gained in wi d m r pra tice 
by deriding or neglecting per onal haracter,I pow rand onta t . 

But the fate of the Bal£, ur De larati n pro what an b 
lo t by relying on personal diplomacy al ne. Within four y ar 
the three giver of the Declaration di appear, d from power, and 
immediately the sub tan of the D laration began t b whit­
tled away. Through th \Vhit Pap r of 1939 it ub tan 

; vani hed. It should be appar nt t ry thoughtful man- and 
it should be compul ory knowledge for every Zioni t 1 ader- that 
the enemies of a J ewi h Pale tine ucceeded in th ir w rk f 
de truction becau e, with the it of merely thr m n, th re 
wa left no power that ~Id d fend the Jewi h right to a horn -
land. Neither the Briti h Parliam nt nor the mencan ngr 
came to the d fen f the Mandat , f r it wa n t th y who had 
been per uaded of it ju ti and n c ity. 

In fact, the Whit Pap r of 1922, the fir t mile tone n the 
road tor treat, wa th r ult not only of Arab intran ig an but 
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of a growing Parliamentary oppo ition to the Zioni t policy of 
Lloyd G orge's coalition go ernment-an oppo ition which the 
Cabinet ould not ignore. When, at length, the White Paper of 
1939 gave the death blow to the Homeland, a few minority 
member in the Parliament, old fri nd of Zionism, prote ted 
vigorously but, because they wer f w, impot ntly. At bottom the 
Government of Britain and merica fail d to act in our behalf 
be au the public th y represented had never been con inced 

that Zionism i one of the international "must ." If we are to 
learn anything from hi tory, we must conclude that while it i 

import ant to win three men to the Zioni t cause-and there ar 
three uch m n today- it is more than important, it is e ential, 
that if any futur gain ar to b won or k pt, the Zioni t mu t 
. e ure now and in ad an f u h gain the upport of the Briti h 

and Am ri an publi and the pledged on ent of Parliament 
and ngr , . 

pon Briti h Jewry, of our , fall th burden of winning 
the inform d ndor em nt of the Briti h pe ple and it appro­

priat e pr ion in Parliam nt. m ri an Jew mu t naturally 

c nfin th m Ive to m ri a. Here, too, we mu t remember 

that th action initiat d ray ar ago in ongre i a no lty. 

Th J int Re olution pa d by ngre in 1922, endor ing the 

Balfour D laration, in ol d no omparable acti ity. At that 

tim nat r Lodg pra ti ally di tated our for ign p licy, and 

the ta. k b f r the Zioni t 1 ad r wa again th familiar n of 

winning r a f w k y m n. Mor o r the re olution wa 

t n ibly littl m r than the rubb r- tamping of an a c m­

pli h d fa t. At mo t, b t n Lodg , Ham·1t n Fi h, and 

Pr i l nt Harding th j b a don . 1 hat th re luti n pa d 

b th enate and H u unanim u ly i damning pr of of how 

little it purp rt wa agitat d, d bat d run l r t d. Th proof 



i clinched by th fact that in l 9 3 9, wh n th ~ vV hit Pa per 
blackened out the Homeland, n ith r ongr nor th m n an 
publi emitted anything that might b all d an audibl pr tc t. 

Before pa ing on to th \vork 1 ying b fore u , 1 t u 
finally at th damnabl proof of how b wild r d, h au unfan1-
iliar, Zionist beha ior ha b n in pr enting th re nt r • lu­
tion to ongre . Thi tim -and f r the fir t tim - om of th 
Zioni t 1 ader tro\ , and other w r 1 d, t app al n t nl r t 

Congr but, a a basic democrati pro dur , to th ·ntir 
i\merican people. The pre ur e. rt d by th publi ( G ntil 
and J w) upon ongr v,:a., rmidahl . It wa o formidahl 
that to some Zionist hieftain it pro d di on erting. Thi, 
became painfully e ident when th adopti n of Pal tin plank 
by the two major political partie befuddl th • h ad, of rt·un 

Zioni t I ader to the point that not bein a11 to mak up th i r 
mind whether they w r Zioni t or D 1n rat , th y tumhl d 
o r their own toe . To th n1 th R publi an plank a, an 
intru ion and it attack up n th D mo rati dn1ini , trati n 
ina ti ity a troke of trea on . 

Th confu ion r a h it clin1 aft r th 1 ti n:. \\' ith­
out going into d tail it mu t uffi et ay that a genuin ii] ·mn1 

wa pr ent d to the Zi ni t En1 r n y 1n il. On th n 
hand, Pr ident Roo It r qu t d that a ti n by n r h 
po tpon d and that th ntir n1att r b I ft in hi han 
hort whil . On th oth r hand ongr wa r ady and < r 

to a t on th re olution . P r onal dipl ma y and d mo re ti 
pro dur ran int h ad-on olli ion. u h thing happ n t ·n 
in th normal p ri n of a d m ra y, but Id m in th 
, p ri n of J wi h 1 ad r . n the part f many of th m th r 

wa a fri ht n d withdra al from the horr n u ra h. Th 
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fled ery naturally but very fooli hly from the unfamiliar and 
hence dangerous democratic procedure, and took refuge on the 
snug and time-honored backstairs. Others-a deplorable spectacle 
-were so bewildered they could not tell the difference between 
dealing with an individual, as Jews have always done, and deal­
ing with a body of elected representatives of 13 0 million people; 
and they per uaded themselve to go to the Senate and request 
po tponement of their own resolutions. You can ask the Boss, 
you can ask Mr. Fix-It not to bother about something you had 
ju t been badgering him to do. Obviously, therefore, can't you 
ask the American Congress not to bother about a little matter 
which scores of mass-meetings, hundreds of editorials, and thou-
and of telegrams and memorial had been urging them to con­

sider at your request? Obviou ly you can not, if you are to act 
with political sanity. 

Nothing can be gained now, after the event, by discussing 
what might have been done. At the very least, elementary polit­
ical wisdom should have dictated a course whereby the whole 
matter would have been left to the Executive and Congress, old 
hand at battling each other. If their head had been clear, the 
Zionists could have easily stood on the side-lines and merely 
reiterated their honest demand that the President fufi.11 his elec­
tion pledge and that Congress, committed to this course, pass the 
resolutions; and as to difference in timing, the Zionist should 
have proposed they be settled by the authorities re pon ible for 
tho e differences. 

In tead, the Emergency Council did the most foolish thing 
at it command-a sure sign that it had lost control of its faculties. 
It plit it elf, it drove out some of its able t leaders and workers; 
and now, when the need for brain and concerted action i para-
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mount, it has deprived the J ewi h people of a larg m a ure 
of both. 

Justification is easy. The pre ent article i an effort t ju -
tify what happened on the broade t and mo t illuminating 
grounds-on the grounds that the Council, in appealing to demo­
cratic procedure, in going all-out to the Congre and the country, 
was trying something brand-new in J ewi h hi tory; and, due to 
the novelty of the experience, it fell into di en ion, cro -pur­
poses, and disrupt ion. 

The result has been a double defeat. Personal diplomacy, 
deprived of democratic support, has led to the Livadia palace in 
Yalta, from the backstairs of which the Jewish people were given 
a superb view of nowhere. The appeal to the democratic proce 
as represented by the Congressional resolution has likewi e 
ended in failure, in this case partly through Zioni t default. 

We shall not have the time or occasion to fail again- and 
get away with it. Now or never we must choose the right cour e 
and stick to it, a course which while not oblivious to the ba k tair 
nevertheless leads straight to the front door. Per onal diplomacy 
must be employed, for without it the world' international bu i­
ness cannot be done. The democratic proce s mu t likewi e be 
employed in order to put e:ffe tive power behind the per onal 
e:ff ort and to guarantee the permanence of their result . A polit­
ical enterpri e is like a two-wheeled cart. We may perchance get 
to our de tination on one whe 1, th wh 1 of per nal dipl macy. 
But in that ca e exp rien e ha hown that littl i 1 ft of the cart. 
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THE forcing of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's resignation from the leadership of 
American Zionist political work has created an unprecedented furor in 

Zionist ranks. Now, when the efforts of all Zionists should be redoubled to 
bring about the implementation of the historic expressions of support for the 
Zionist program which were obtained during the past sixteen months under 
Dr. Silver's dynamic leadership, the representatives of the Zionist Organi­
zation of America on the American Zionist Emergency Council have elected 
to purge our most effective leader, along with his policies. After a year of 
intensive effort that might have been devoted to worthier ends, they have 
at last won their Pyrrhic "victory," and with one callous blow they have 
nullified the great achievements of recent months. The blow was aimed at 
Dr. Silver, but it fell with devastating effect on the entire American Zionist 
movement. 

The Jews of America reacted immediately as only an outraged com­
munity, intent upon defending the principle which it cherishes, can react. 
The Zionist mas es raised their voices in angry protest against the perpe­
trators of this destructive act, and made their wishes unmistakably clear in 
resolutions, telegrams and letters-all calling for the return of Dr. Silver and 
his program. 

The Jewish press of America, in possession of all the facts, sprang to the 
side of Dr. Silver, and in recent weeks a stream of editorials, articles, news 
dispatches and feature stories by the most able and respected Jewish jour­
nalists-all of them supporting Dr. Silver's position and assailing his oppo­
nents and detractors-have given further expression to our people's demands. 

This pamphlet, containing excerpts from a number o{ these articles 
and editorials, as well as a few of the many resolutions passed by Zionist 
Districts and Regions, is conclusive evidence that American Zionists intend 
to act decisively and overwhelmingly for the restoration of Dr. Silver's 
leadership and policies. 



Dispatch in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 14, 1944 

Washington-The incident of the Palestine Reso­
lution is far from over. Political circle in "\Vashington 
are wondering what has happened. enator and Rep­
re entative are receiving many telegram from all parts 
of the country which ask about the Pal tine Re lution 
and its fate. 

In the e Washington political circle there is much 
di cu sion of the incomprehen ·ible position taken by 
the Roosevelt Admini tration with reference to the 
Re olution, of the actions of Zioni t leader during the 
crisis and of the uncompromising position taken by 
Congre in favor o( the Re olution ... Learning that 
the enate Foreign Relation Committee was deter­
mined to act favorably on the Palestine Resolution and 
that interference on the part of the dministration wa 
useless, the State Department contacted Dr. \Vise in 

ew York and requested that the Zioni t leadership 
withdraw the Re olution. A delegation of Zioni t lead­
ers from ew York met on Friday with Mr. tettinius, a 
well a with a few leading Senator., and declared that 
the Zionists are not in isting on the Resolution. 

Editorial in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 22, 1944 

The Jewish mas cs will receive the new of Dr. 
Abba Hillel ilver' resignation as co-chairman of the 
American Zioni t Emergen y Coun il with deep regret. 
... Did the Emergency Council have the right, speci­
ally at this time, to bring about Dr. ilver's resigna­
tion? Hi re ignation at thi particular moment igni­
fies that the Emergency Council gives it approval to 
what took place in Washington, that the Em rgency 
Council justifies the ob truction ... which kept on­
gress from pa ing the Palestine Re olution, and that 
the Council place itself in oppo ition to the aggre sivc 
and clear policy of Dr. Silver-a policy which i found d 
on Jewish rights in Palestine, the right to open the 
doors of Pale tine to Jewish immigration and the right 
to a Jewish Commonwealth . . . ow especially the 
Emergency Council hould not have displa cd weak­
ne s. ow e pecially it should have stood firm n all 
Jewi h demands in Pale tine. If there were ircum• 
stances in Wahington whi h led to a requc t by the 

tate Department and the White Hou e that the Resolu­
tion be deferred becau e of the general international 
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situation, we houldn' t have sacrificed the man wh 
p r ·onified our maximali t program, the man ,. ... ·ho 
brought thi program before the ntire m -rican 
public. 

At thi • moment we cannot afford to indicate lack 
of confidence in an outspoken Zionist policy- c\cn 
wh ' 11 wch a policy ncounters difficulties. One lhing 
i • certain- ·u h lack of confidence should not hav ' been 
di..,pb)ed by Zionist ... It i , therefore, o( uprl'mc 
importan c that Dr. ilver' • re ignation hall not be 
accepted. ot only mu. L Dr. Silver be recalled to • n 
at hi · po ·t, but th ' leadership of the • mergen y Council 
mu. t be reorganized in rd r to do away with p r onal 
fri tion and in order to make it clear to all that m r­
i an Zionism i moving forward, not backward. 

Editorial in The Day 
December 23, 1944 

Everything wa qui t- pcrhap too qui t-in the 
Em -rgcnc Coun il until Rabbi bba Hillel ilver o( 
Cleveland app ared on the scene a co- hairman of the 

ouncil and condu tcd an aggre sivc, dynami p Ii 
in connection with the adoption o( the Zionist Resolu­
tion in ongrcs . 

Dr. il r was u cs ful in gaining many friends 
for the Re olution in the cnate and in the House. Ile 
and his Zioni ·t fri nd were al o succe ful in including 
a "Jewish ommonwealth" plank in the platforms of 
both politi al parti , and also worked hand in hand 
with cnator Wagner, Pr idcnt Roo evclt' very doe 
friend and ·pon or ( the Zionist Re olution in the 

nate. In hort, under Rabbi ilver' lcader ·hip Zion­
i m b came an important i sue in American politics, and 
the question of a .Jewi h ommonwcalth be ame a sub­
je t with whi h the entire public sympathiz d fully. 

As a con ·cquence, Dr. ilver became the most 
popular figure in Zioni t circle , and it was generall 
a knowl dged that a new tar had ari ·en on the political 
horizon of Zionism in Ameri a ... The time of hat-in­
hand politic i over. Only an aggre iv , dynamic poli y 
can lead to sue c ; and Rabbi ilver is clearly the man 
to b entrusted with uch a policy ... The Emergency 

ouncil mu t be r -organized. Outside influence and 
political mi under tandings must be set aside and Rabbi 
Silver mu t remain at his po t to serve the be t interc ts 
of Pale tine and of the J ewi h people. 



Dispatch in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 25, 1944 

The resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as co• 
chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council, 
brought about by members of the Council opposed to 
his aggressive and militant Zionist policies, has aroused 
American Zionists. There is a split in the ranks of the 
Zionist Organization of America, but an overwhelming 
majority of informed Zionists are supporting Dr. Silver. 

Dispatch in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 27, 1944 

The conflict in Zioni t ranks over the resignations 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen S. Wise as 
co-chairmen of the merican Zionist Emergency Coun­
cil-a conflict which has until now been kept within 
Jewish circles-was yesterday brought out into the non­
Jewish world. The entire non-J ewi h pre s carried the 
story of the resignations prominently and presented a 
one-sided picture because the facts came from only one 
sid -in thi case Dr. Wise's side-while Dr. Silver re­
fu ed to make any statements. 

Dispatch in the Jewish Daily Forward, 
The Day and the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 28, 1944 

At a meeting of about 150 Zionist leaders from 
Greater ew York, Long Island, ew Jer ey, Ea tern 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut ... a resolution express­
ing complete confidence in Dr. Silver and his policies 
was unanimously adopted. 

"The Crisis in American Zionism" by L. Kussman 
Article in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 28, 1944 

I don't know whether or not Dr. ilver has broken 
discipline. I only know that as co-chairman of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council he took the only 
po ition which a Zioni t leader can and mu t take in 
the pre ent tragic hour for the J ewi h people. Thi is 
not a time for "shtadlanut" or subservience to the 
powers that be. Only an aggressive Zioni t policy may 
yet be victorious. We have been overfed with promise . 
For over five years the White Paper has been hanging 
like a sword over our neck . During this period the 
enemy has drained off a third of our blood. And what 
have our good friend in Washington and London 
done to make the future easier for u ? In the fight 
again t the White Paper they put ob tacles in our path. 
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What are we depending on? What are we waiting for? 
We-the well-fed Jews of America-can wait. But what 
of Hitler's victims in the cellars, in the forests, even 
those in liberated, but destroyed, homes. An hour's pro­
crastination may mean the loss of a thousand Jewish 
lives. How could a Zionist leader take even the smallest 
step to permit the Palestine Resolution to be killed? ... 
The crisis in American Zionism can and must end with 
a victory for aggressive Zionism and its spokesmen. 

"The Bubble Has Burst" by Aaron Pechenick 
Article in The Day 
December 28, 1944 

For some time now a certain group within the 
Zionist Organization of America has re ented Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver's great success and has sought various meth­
ods through which they could "trip him up" ... When 
the leaders of the Council, Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise, 
were achieving many triumphs for Zionism and were 
mobilizing American public opinion in support of our 
political demand , no one dared to "pre s the issue." 

ow, howe er, when the Palestine Resolution has 
failed of passage in the Senate Foreign Relations Com­
mittee, they have found the opportune moment. 

Editorial in The Day 
December 29, 1944 

It appears that Rabbi Silver's opponents have 
fought him with most ungallant methods. Over a 
period of many months all sorts of intrigues were car­
ried on against him. It has become clear that within 
the Zionist Organization of America there were people 
who wanted to get rid of Rabbi Silver under any cir­
cumstances. 

Dispatch in the Jewish Daily Forward 
December 30, 1944 

va t majority of Zioni t throughout the country 
ympathize with Dr. ilver and also uphold hi methods. 
... The Zioni t meetings which were held a few day 
ago, including the meeting which took place in Dr. 

old tein's synagogue, poke out clearly in favor of 
Dr. ilver's policie . 

Article in The Day by 5. Dingol 
December 30, 1944 

Dr. Wi e is by nature one who "give in." He 
doe n't alway tand by hi opinions, and quite often 
he i willing to adopt omeone el e' opinion a hi 



own ... In a political sen e Dr. v i 'e is an a<lmini ·tra­
tion man. This applies to both American and Zionist 
politic . He i aggre ive in words, but timid in deeds. He 
wants to see deliveran e for the Jew -but it mu t come 
through Roo evelt. He wants to e a Zioni t re olu­
tion in ongres -but it must have 'tettiniu ' approval. 

nd if the Pr sident is in no hurry and 'tettinius 
doe ,n't give hi approval? Then, according to Dr.\ Vi ·c' 
method: "We must wait patiently for <lcliveranc and 
hold off action on re olution ." 

But Dr. ilver say : "vVe mu t bring th pre. sure 
of public opinion to bear on them, and then the Pre i­

dent will move more quickly and tettiniu will give hi 
approval." 

"Why Dr. Silver Resigned From the 
Zionist Emergency Council" by Jacob Richman 
Article in The Day-December 31, 1944 

The pressure exerted by the dministration up n 
Congre to refrain from repeating , hat the Pre ident 
himself had said only a few weeks earlier appears wholly 
unwarranted in the circumstance . \Vhatev r may ha\-e 
been done by Dr. ilv r or any other Zioni t lead r by 
way of encouraging Congrc men and enator to pro­
ceed with the Resolutions cannot, objecti ely ·peaking, 
be regarded as exerting undue pre ure or "irritating" 
the Pre ident. As between the President and our elve , 
it i we who are the aggrieved party, not he. 

To force the re ignation of a Zionist leader becau e 
of his vigorou advocacy of the Congressional R olu­
tion i a political blunder of the fir t magnitude. By 
sacrifi ing its leader, the Zionist movement comp! t ly 
exonerates the Pre id nt and the tate Department and 
declare itself to be guilty and at fault. I am convinc d 
that the vast majority of American Zioni t reje t thi 

po ition. On the contrary, we feel let down and bitterly 
di appointed by the incomprehen ible int rferencc of 
the dmini tration, and about th la t thing we are 
di po ed to do i to throw our greate t spoke man and 
most ffective leader to the wolves as an a t of appea c­

ment ... 
hoe who have undertaken to for c Dr. ilvcr 

out o( the leader hip have a urned an awful responsi­
bility. merican Zioni mi at the ro road . It i all d 
upon to decide not a legal and te hni al guc. tion of 
"di cipline," but the eat and momentou i su of 
the typ of leader hip it i to have and the kind of 
policy it is to follow. Dr. Silver has tatcd hi po ition 
I arl in hi la t public tatcment. He tancl f r "a 

p Ii in whi h timidity, appea em nt and ba k. tair 
'diplomacy' will have no place." That i the real is uc 
and on that i ue I am per uaded the ma of mencan 
Zioni t will tand with bba Hill 1 Silver. 

r s 1 

"The Crisis in the Zionist Leadership" by David Pinski 
Article in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 31, 1944 

lt i more than a month incc the 'cconc.l American 
Jcwi h Con( ·rcnce t ok pla , but I am till ull(kr the 
spell o( the e, traor<linary addres • d ·liver ·d on its hr t 

day by Dr. Abba llillcl ' ilver. That address relllaim 
unforgettable for it captur ,d one' heart and 011 : 

mind mpl 'l ·ly. I an still hear an<l ·e and i • ·l it 
being c.1di, ·red. lt was at 011cc weighty in ontcnt aud 
wondcdul in form; it took hold of th • audicn •, cani<.:<l 
it away, lift d it to great heights. It ga, e the garb o( 
beautilul and appropriate language to thoughts ol 1.lre 
profundity. In it the tragic d ·Hiuy of an ntire people 
wa , expres ed with o, -rwhc.lrning for e- 1orce b0111 of 
a combination o( t' . traordinar) oratorical abilit) an<l 
the dynamic cncrgy o( a leader, rnov d to the , cry 
core o[ his IJ ·ing h) hi people' sorrow. 

The peaker's \'Oi( • wa , g ·ntl • and full of . adn ·ss, 
the ckplh and genuin ' llt:'>S of his fcc1ing w ·1 cc, idcnt in 
hi fac. , in hi-, v I'} g ·stttrC'>, hi . out'ltr ' lchcd hands, 
his postur ! lillions >f J ·ws hav b • ·n rna-,sacr d, our 
people i"> b ·ing d ·-,tro ed. "How long can a p ·opl b ·ar 
agony, ma. '-murder, abascm ·nt, shame?"- That <T), the 
cry of a tonn ·ntcd p ·oplc, mad· itself h ·ard through 
him. But hi \-oic gr 'W strong, his face wa'> lit with th 
fir of\ r th, I i hand IJ am cl n h d fists, his figure 
grew straight • gain, when h thund r •d ut hi rage 

agaimt tho who k • 'P u from r ·a hing ur p ·opl 's 
just an<l. sa r cl goal. 

Th tone hang d on mor wh n he spok of 

promi • o( aicl- ther • was a not ' of omf on and joy 
in his voi e and IJ ·aring. Point hy point and with k cn­
ne and wi cl m he analyL cl th Palcstin Resolu­
tion for which he sought to find upport among 111 m­
bers of the enate an<l in the Ex utivc branch ( th 

ov ·rnm n t. 
nc felt ab. olut inc rity- thc pow r of truth­

in his v ry word. The gr at audien e had at in cnrap­
tur d il n throughout th addr ·ss. Wh n it amc 
to an nd, th y ro as one man and b gan to ing 
Hatikvah. 1 h re was no u h in. pir cl, nthusiasti 
singing in all the three day f the onf r n e. The 

ion wa onclud cl at on : a discu sion of busin ss 
matt rs wa obviou Iy imp ible in a mom nt o( su h 
csta. . For hour thcr after d 1 gat pok with ama,e­

mcnt of th mast rly . pee h made b th gr at I ad •r. 

But in th orridors ugly rumors wcr whisp ·red. 
It\ as aid that b f r and during th p h the r pr ·­
cntativ so[ th Z.O. . on th Zioni. t Emerg n y oun-
il w ·r busil upi d d faming their gr at coll agu , 

Dr. ilv r. t one of th m at on the plat[ rm vhilc 
he sp k . Th y irculated among the d lcgat and 



spread dark rumors about Dr. Silver's work in Washing­
ton. They blamed him violently for the fact that the 
Resolution stated that Palestine wa only "eventually" 
to become a Jewish Commonwealth. They knew, to be 
sure,-as everyone does-that Dr. Silver was not respon­
sible for the introduction of that word. They even 
hinted that they planned to send telegrams to Wash­
ington, asking for deferment of action on the Resolu­
tion. If anyone ventured to say a kind word about Dr. 
Silver, they insisted that such praise stemmed from 
ignorance; they who were intimately acquainted with 
Dr. Silver knew better. 

It was incredible. I was desperately anxious not to 
believe my ears. Buttonholing one of the key men in 
the Zionist Organization of America, I asked him-as 
a test-case-what he thought of Dr. Silver's remarkable 
address. The answer was cold-blooded: "Lies, all lies. 
A good dramatic presentation by a skilled actor. That's 
all." 

There you have it: a full-fledged whispering cam­
paign, the tactics aimed at undermining and discredit­
ing Rabbi Silver with the intention of "purging" him 
altogether. 

Dr. Silver left soon for Wa hington to carry out 
there the mission entrusted him. He left firmly con­
vinced that his labors would result in succe s, in vic­
tory for the cau e of Zion. He hoped that the Pale tine 
Re olution would be adopted for it was "not an act 
of fanatics or dreamers" but "the answer to all the 
trials and tribulations of our people." Be ide , had he 
not in hi pocket the telegram of Congres man Bloom 
a suring him that the Resolution had all the chances 
of pa sing? 

Yet when he came to Washington he found an 
unexpected opposition and real stumbling blocks. The 
new ecretary of State, the Pre ident him elf and what 
is more, the deeds of his own colleague arraye~ again t 
him. \Vas he to retreat? To abandon the cause? The 
justice of the cau e, the tragic situation and the very 
honor of the Jewish people compelled him to continue 
fighting. \Ve had implicit faith in the promise given us 
by both parties and by the President himself, and it 
was our duty to insist that the promise be kept. Dr. 

ilver remained at his po t to carry on the work if need 
be, despite the attitude of the State Department, the 
President and of his own colleagues. He lo t the battle. 
But it would have been equally lo t if he had renounced 
the truggle in \,Va hington. 

\Ve are all acquainted with the equel to that brave 
fight. Dr. Silver's enemies in the Zionist Emergency 
Council demanded his resignation and they triumphed. 
Dr. Silver re igned. 

When Dr. ilver accepted the chairmanship of the 

Council, expectations ran high everywhere. His subse­
quent achievements justified all the hopes pinned on 
him by the Zionist movement. Under his competent 
and energetic leadership, the merican Zionist Emer­
gency Council really came to life and vigor. How can 
one account then for this sudden warfare against Dr. 
Sil vcr and his forced resignation? The contention is 
that Dr. Silver pursued an aggressive and militant pol­
icy which called forth all this antagonism. He is accused 
of having behaved as if we Jews were really an impor­
tant power, wherea the others felt that we could only 
plead and beg and hope for mercy and charity. When 
it was hinted from "on high" that we ought to postpone 
our requests for "a little while," we should not have 
been insistent. We should have armed ourselves with 
patience and waited. 

But what of our honor, the honor of the Jewish 
people? What a queer notion. Who ever speaks or 
thinks of that? Why indulge in such high sounding 
terms? Aren't we only that "worm Jacob"? Yes, Israel is 
only a worm. Indeed, all our folk wi dom resolves itself 
in cringing and crawling. 

When the State Department said that the adoption 
of the Resolution "at this time was not wi e from the 
tandpoint of the international situation" -a statement 

which wa no more valid than a similar previous decla­
ration of the War Department-Rabbi Stephen Wise 
imm diately decided that the Resolution was not timely 
and in accordance with conditions and should be with­
drawn. But Rabbi Silver continued undaunted to work 
for a hange of official attitude and at the same time 
continued to win additional support for the Resolution. 
And he did it, indeed, for the sake of Jewish honor 
and the dire need of our people. 
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How could they permit themselves to stifle with 
the meaningle s words "international situation" the 
bitter outcries of the unparalleled tragedy of the Jewi h 
people? And aren't we merican citizens who have a 
right to demand that the promi es made us when our 
vote were needed hould be honored after we have 
given our votes? 

Who is right? Wise or Silver? Which policy is the 
right one? Perseverance or weak-kneed yielding? Why 
not consult the entiments of the Zionist masses, the 
voice of the people which is the oice of God? Do not 
the leaders of the mcrican Zioni t Organization have 
any faith in the rank and file of the member hip? Is 
the Pale tine Re olution their own private concern? 
Or are we to believe that the conflict in the Emergency 

oun il wa not the result of an hone t difference of 
opinion regarding principle and policie , but the out­
com of petty and ugly bickering of the "top men" who 
cannot agree on how to divide the "honors" among 
themselves? Woe unto u if the latter be true! 



"Dr. Silver Served Zionism Loyally and 
Wholeheartedly While His Opponents 
Played Politics" Article in The Day 

December 31, 1944 

A number of legends about Dr. il v r's p -rsonality 
and leadership have cropped up. For cxampl , the fol­
lowing argument is being heard: since the Chief Exe u­
tive conducts the foreign policy of the Unit d ' talcs, 
it i necessary to have a Zionist plenipotentiary Lo the 
President a sort of "Hof-Jude," a member of the Prcsi­
d nt's inner circle . . . w Dr. Silver- o it is said­
is a Republican and is therefore undesirable al the 
,vhite Hou e, wherca Dr. Wi e i "per ona grati ima." 
For thi rea on-the argument goe -Dr. ilver ·hould 
be removed from the political leader hip ... It i not 
Lrue Lhat Dr. ilver i a Republican. He wa • al one 
time a supporter of Willkie, as were many good Demo­
crats, because he did not wish to break the two-term 
precedent ... As to the allegation that a ertain Zioni t 
is "per ona grati ima" at the White House, one might 
well ay: "Prove it to me!" 

In the face of the dreadful tragedy that ha over­
taken the Jewi h people during all tw lvc y ·ars of the 
pre cnt Admini tration, the e o-called " onnc tion " 
availed us not at all. We received no help what o ver­
not ven a friendly gesture. If anything wa auained, 
it was only during the la t few month - thank to the 
pressure of an arou cd Jewi h and non-J wish public 
opm10n. Wa hington till respects the voice of the 
people. 

Editorial in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 31, 1944 

If ever there wa a time when the higher inter Hs 
of Zioni m demanded unity and the cuing aside of 
per onal difference , that time is now. If Dr. \, is ' com­
plained that there wa no harmony b tween the o-
hairmen, then c rtainly Dr. ilver had a mu h gr atcr 
omplaint-that he re eived no coop ration from the 

1 ader hip of the Zioni t Organization of m ri a even 
though the Z.O.A. onvention in tlanti ity gave 
it whole-hearted endor ement to hi aggr siv polici •. 

for the principles involved here, no one will 
venture to deny that there i need for an outspok n, 
militant Zionist policy. We cannot be ati fi d with 
appeal for charity ... We mu t be heard and und r-
tood. We mu t walk through the open door of poli ti al 

a tion and not through the back-door of " htadlanut." 
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Article by Jacob Fishman in 
the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 1, 1945 

The twelve members of the 1\merican Zioni L Erner­
gen y oun il who \'Oted Dr. Abba Hillel Sih er out of 
th leader hip of Ameri ·an Zi ni-,t politi al work. h ;l\ c 
demonstrated that they have no dc:ire to he< l the d.m­
gerou • brca h in American Zioni m. Th y lw., also 
lapped the face of Jewish publi opinion, which has, 

in my opinion, manifest d overwhelming opprn,ition 
to the maneuv r aimed at Dr. Siln.:r. 

\Vhen one reads the pronounc ·ment at the end o[ 
Dr. I Tacl Gold tein's statement to the dicct that "Zion­
ism i a democrati mov ·ment," one feels like asking 
Dr. ol lstcin: when did th · Z.O.A. administration re­
ceive a mandate fr m th ' Zioni ·t member hip Lo arry 
on a politi al ampaign dire t cl again t Dr. Sihrr or 
to seek oul his "sins"? Quite the ontrary-aL th on­
vention of the Zioni ·t Organi,ation of America in At­
lantic ity Dr. ilver' · policic · w re approved unani­
mou. ly; and the dclcgat s undcrsto d already then that 
a behind-th - cen s ampaign wa being wag d again. t 
him by th Z. .A. administration ... 

hi · affair will n t b forgotten o o n by the 
Z. . . m ml>cr ·hip. Th clay of reckoning, wh ·n all 
th er ·pon. ible for this maneuver will find thems ·l s 
in I r. ilv r' pr s nt circum tanc , will come. In my 
judg ·mcnt thi • most re ·nt d vclopmcnt i con in ing 
cvi<lcnc.c that a " • w D al" in the 1 ·acler hip of the 
Z. . . is n <led. 

Article by M. Rivlin in the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 1, 1945 

As demo ratic individuals we must all a ed to 
the will of the majority. It mu t b pointed out, how­
ev r, that o far as we ar • able Lo j uclgc, Lhc a ti n o[ 
the ◄ merg ncy ouncil was that of a majority f the 
minority. ot only them mh r of Mizrachi and Poale 
Zion, but the Z. . . and IIadassah rank and file are 
overwhelmingly in favor of Dr. ih r' po. iti n and 
a tions. nd it is certainly no ·xaggcration to ay that 
the vast majority of Zioni:t • w re opposed to the re­
moval of Dr. ilvcr. 

Editorial in the Jewish Ledger (Hartford, Conn.) 
January 5, 1945 

If the D mocratic Party and the D mocrati 1 ad r­
ship, af ly entrenched now for four more year , ( el 
them elve. o onfident and so brazen a to repudiaL the 
party platform and the promi e 1 mnly made by it 



candidate, then the situation becomes all the more 
bitter because it is so unspeakably, indescribably un­
worthy. 

That is bad enough, but when this setback occur­
red it appears that some of our Jewish politicians within 
the ranks of the Zionist Organization of America 
(which, be it remembered, does not speak for organized 

Zionism but represents only one party, one section, one 
group of American Zionists) undertake to utilize this 
pre ent moment to play unworthy, opportunistic in­
ternal politics, that is tragic and exceedingly painful. 
When, under the circumstances, an attempt is made to 
look for a scapegoat and that scapegoat becomes Dr. 
Silver, who more than any other individual in Amer­
ican Zionist ranks, has vitalized the movement, has 
given it a major place not only in American Jewish 
life but in American life generally; when ome of the 
"Poo Bahs" in the Z.O.A. party councils ... begin to 
vent their jealousies, their envies, their personal dis­
like against the one leader who in a year and a half has 
done most to place a Jewish Palestine in the center of 
American consciousness-we have a situation which is 
most unfortunate and exceedingly sad. 

We are not trying to write a brief in defense of 
Dr. Silver. He usually can take care of him elf. We do 
not mean to say that Dr. Silver was flawless in all that 
he said and did. But we do say that the manner and 
moment of forcing Dr. Silver out of the merican Zion­
ist Emergency Council leave a bad ta te in the mouths 
of those of us who ask no offices, want no per onal 
preferment, play no politic , ask for no favor , draw no 
salaries, feather no nests, but who are just the rank 
and file of Jews who are interested in the creation of 
a Jewish homeland! ... The whole situation smells 
with machine politics, the machine which has become 
the administration of the Zionist Organization of Amer­
ica, and the odor is not pleasant even as the technique 
and procedure are not edifying in the least. 

Editorial in the B'nai Brith Messenger 
(Los Angeles, Cal.) 
January 5, 1945 

The acceptance of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's re ig­
nation ... is far from being a ign of enlightened leader­
ship in this most critical juncture of Jewi h hi tory. 
At a time when youthf ulne , aggre iveness and deter­
mination of purpo e are o much needed in Jewish 
leadership, there seem to have been little justification 
in taking advantage of an impas e between Dr. Stephen 
S. \Vi e and Dr. ilver to request the latter' resigna­
tion ... 

The fact that 100 Eastern Zioni t leaders have 

[ 8 ] 

already placed themselves on record as having "un­
shakable and abiding confidence in the leadership of 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver" and in his policies; the fact 
that he has the support of Labor Zionists, the Mizrachi, 
and a good portion of Hadassah, as well as a great num­
ber of general Zionists, is an indication that Dr. Silver 
may soon agam return to the leadership he has so 
well earned. 

Editorial in the American Jewish World 
(Minneapolis, Minn.) 
January 5, 1945 

It is tragic that Dr. Silver's resignation should have 
been precipitated by an act of his which ... represented 
the only just, self-respecting and constructive position 
which American Jewry and all fair-minded Americans 
must take. The Jewish tragedy is too great to let it be­
come a mere plaything for politicians. We know where 
appeasement policies lead to. We are convinced that 
our cause is just and that as such its way of progress is 
not through "backstairs diplomacy." Certainly this 1s 
no time for timid leaders. 

Article in The Day by S. Dingol 
January 6, 1945 

When I ask myself which of the two opposing 
group in this controversy is right, I arrive at one log­
ical con lusion- Dr. Silver is right. And the reasoning 
is quite imple. "\,Vhen two groups bring their arguments 
into court and both insist that they are in the right, 
the judgement of an impartial jury is ought. 

Such an impartial jury-one which had no stake 
in the personal disputes within the Zionist Organization 
of merica-existed in the American Zionist Emergency 
Council. This jury consisted of the representatives of 
Mizrachi and Poale Zion ... These two groups, which 
were part of the Emergency Council ince its inception 
and which were fully informed on all that wa tran­
spiring there, voted to retain Dr. ilver in the leadership 
after the controversy was thra hed out in a series of 
debates. This is a clear indication that Dr. Silver i 
right. 

Dispatch in the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 8, 1945 

t the meeting of the Z.O. . Administrative Coun­
cil a motion wa made e ' pres ing onfiden e in Dr. 

ilver's leadership and calling for his return to the 
leadership of the Emergency Council. This motion, in­
troduced by Emanuel eumann in an attempt to re-



l 

tor unity in Zioni t leader hip at thi riti al moment, 
wa def atcd by a vote of 66 to 30. 

p aking in b half of the r lution whi h 
endor ed the action taken by the Z.O. . Executive 
were Dr. Gold t in, Judge Morri Rothenb rg, Dr. 
Jame Heller and Judg L ui Levinthal. p aking 
again t this re olution w re Emanuel cumann, Jacob 
Fi hman and the "rank and filers" . . . l ainf ul ne 
took pla e while Dr. umann was making hi pre n­
tation. Dr. "\,Yi e, it i report d, interrupt d eumann' 
remarks and ex laimed that the latter i arr ing n a 
" cw rage campaign." eumann a scrt d that Dr. v i c 
i taking advantage of hi y ar , and then left the plat­
form. He recci ed an ovation as he r turned to hi 
seat ... 

Before the ote was taken, a qu tion wa rai d a 
to whether member of the Z.O. . E ' utive h uld 
be entitled to vote on thi que tion, ina much a th ir 
own action were under re iew. It wa p inted out that 
there were 25 member of the Executi , a well a 20 
member of the dmini trative oun il who were pcr-
onal appoint of Dr. Gold tein, making a total of 15 

" ure" vote for the admini tration. 

Article by Leon Crystal in the Jewish Daily Forward 
January 9, 1945 

The conflict wa brought on by a group of general 
Zioni t who are attempting to gain ntrol o r all 
J wi h organization and a ti itie ... Dr. hum 
Goldmann, tog ther with other mem b r of the o-
all d ""\ i e group," mploy d the nam ( Pr i l nt 

Roo e elt to Ir ad fal e rumor . he purp e wa to 
und rmine Rabbi il er and place him in u h a p i­
tion wh re he would be forced to re ign a I adcr of 
the Emergcnc ouncil. 

Editorial in The Day 
January l 0, 1945 

Di trict aft r di tri t- Br oklyn, L n I land, Ilalti­
m r , Hartford- v,•h r v r the Zioni t ma s hav had 
an opportunity to e pr s th ir opini n, ha p k n 
out in upport of Dr. il r. Zi ni t group vcr wh re 
have d mand d hi r turn t the " ork f th Em r­
g n y un il, f ling that without him the uncil 
will la k the n rgy, the driving for e whi h Dr. , il r 
brought to Am ri an Zi nism. But th wi he. f the 
I r . nt leader ( th Zioni t rganiz~ ti n f rn ri a, 
th men who arc now in h addl and h ld th r in 

( I ad r hip, ar quite diff rent. h drninistrative 
oun il of th Z.O. . wa. n't big n ugh t ad pt a 

re oluti n e, pr ,. in thank: f r Dr. ih·er' a ornpli h-
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m 'Ill · a · - hairman of the 
a hainnan of it · Ex utive mmittee. 

oun il an<l 

Article by Leon Crystal in the Jewish Daily Forward 
January 11, 1945 

Dr. 'ilver i accu d by the"\ ise group" of "break­
ing di ipline" ... Rabbi \ i ·c ha ·, time and again, 
"brok n di ipline." But he , as n '\ ·r punish cl f r it. 
Quit th omrary-h wa reward ·cl by b ·ing ·1 tecl 
a • le chairman of the un il. And Dr. 'ilv r wa 
for ,c1 tor ·ign by th " i-;e group" for "breaking di -
ciplin ." Il i • quite cl ar that the liquc whi h now ha. 
the upper hand in the Zioni l Organi,ation f America, 
a w 11 a in the Erner en y 'cnm il, • t up two tand­
ard f "ju ·ti c"- nc f r it · wn m mb r, but quite 
an th r ne for tho c with whom it i. ", ettling cor ." 

Editorial in the Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle 
January 12, 1945 

\Ve note with ati fa tion the ornm nd .. ble po i­
tion taken by the Milwauk e Zioni'it Em rgen y oun­
il thi • w k in unanim u l adopting a 1 lution 
harpl m ring the Amcri an Zioni t ◄ mcrgen y 
ouncil f r "the mann r in which Dr. ii ·r wa de­

priv ·cl of his I ·adcrship as o- hairman of th oun il 
and chairman f it c ·c utivc ommitte," and alling 
for a "forth and far-r a hing r organi,ati n, whi h 
hall inclucl Dr. ihcr in a 1 o ition of utive 

I atlcrsh i p." 

Editorial in the Jewish Ledger (Hartford, Conn.) 
January 12, 1945 

ur ·ugg ti n i. that th tim ha ornc for om -
on , p rhaps om grou1 within Zioni t rank , t take 
the initiative to d ome thor ugh hou 1 anin ... 

her ar cntr n h cl and t cl int re ts. he diffi-
ull y i<, r,rr at, but it hould be done, and done oon. 

Editorial in the Jewish Ledger (Rochester, N. Y.) 
January 12, 1945 

he feeling pr vail in the J wi h pr s and in 
pri ate onv r ati n that, by dis uraging Dr. , ilv r, 
e n f r ing him to resi n, the wa wa I ar d for 
c rtain ambitiou g ntl m n to gain cl minan ov r 
Zi ni t affair in thi. ountry ... lt wa. not a fair fight 
fought out in the open on the fl r of th Zioni~t on­
v ntion with the ribbon going t the winn r. On the 
ontrar, it wa a dark and £ ul fight, wag cl b hind 



closed doors and smoke-filled committee rooms, where 
the umpires-the great body of American Zionists­
were given no chance to deliver their verdict. 

"Zionist Position Is Being Weakened By 
'Green Light' Politics" by Gedalia Bublick 
Article in the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 12, 1945 

The present position of American Zionism is in 
grave danger of being weakened by the "green light" 
strategy, which brought about the removal of Rabbi 
Silver from his position of leadership. Some Zionists 
believe that until we get the "green light" signal from 
the powers that be, all we can do is wait and do nothing. 

This strategy is wrong. We are demanding what 
was promised us in signed agreements concluded in 
Washington as well as in London; we are demanding 
the righting of a wrong committed against us; we are 
demanding what is due us. How ridiculous to argue 
that one must ask permission before demanding pay­
ment of a debt! What ignorance of the most elementary 
principles of political action! 

The forcing of Dr. Silver's resignation after the 
deferment of action on the resolution amounts to an 
open declaration to the State Department and to the 
British Colonial Office to this effect: "You see, we Zion­
ists are not so set on our demands. We wish to cause 
you no embarrassment. We shall wait, wait and wait 
until it will be your pleasure to tell us that we may act. 
There was a black sheep in our midst who made de­
mands, but we have cast him out. You will have no 
trouble with us from now on. We shall maintain a weak 
policy, and it shall be as you wish ... " 

Article by S. Dingo! in The Day 
January 13, 1945 

Leaders of the Zionist Organization of America 
have a complaint against the Jewish press and certain 
writers-why do they continue to comment on the dis­
pute within the American Zionist Emergency Council? 
The Emergency Council is already reorganized, they 
argue. In any case, nothing will be done before the next 
Z.O.A. Convention in October. So why not be nice to 
the new Emergency Council ... 

There can be only one answer: if the press refrained 
from commenting on ituations after "reorganizations" 
have taken place, and if it allowed misdeeds to be for­
gotten, it would not deserve to hold it present promi­
nent place in American public opinion. 

To keep silent about misdeeds after they have been 
committed would only encourage bad leaders to further 
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damaging action; society would then be confronted with 
a fait accompli. 

Article by Leon Crystal in the 
Jewish Daily Forward 
January 13, 1945 

By injecting the politics of the two major American 
political parties into the Zionist conflict, and by bring­
ing President Roosevelt's name into its battle against 
Dr. Silver and his supporters, the "Wise group" has 
harmed, not only itself, but the entire American Zionist 
movement. 

"The Silver Issue and Z.O.A. Regional 
Membership" by Jacob Richman 
Article in The Day 
January 14, 1945 

The defeat of reasonable proposals, the rejection 
of all counsels of moderation looking to a peaceful solu­
tion of the crisis cannot be explained on grounds of 
high policy. The ruthless elimination of a leader of 
Dr. Silver's stature with his brilliant record of achieve­
ment was bound to entail consequences of a most serious 
nature. Was the anti-Silver group so lacking in imagina­
tion, so con urned by passion that they were blind to 
all storm signails? Could they not foresee the inevitable 
consequences: a violent reaction in the whole Jewish 
press, the upsurge of an outraged public opinion, the 
revolt among the Zionist masses, the rift within the 
Movement and the harmful repercussions in the polit­
ical world both here and abroad? Where was their cau­
tion, their sense of responsibility, their vaunted states­
manship when they deliberately plunged the Zionist 
Organization into the abyss of bitter internal strife at 
a moment like this? 

Belatedly, they are now attempting to allay the 
storm of indignation they have aroused by representing 
their action as the consummation of the "democratic 
process" and by appealing to the Zionists' sense of disci­
pline to accept the result. The Council was hastily 
"reorganized"-without Silver-and the reorganization 
"ratified" by a heavily weighted ZOA Executive and an 
Administrative Council packed with personal appoin­
tees of the President. The Zionist masses were con­
fronted with a fait accompli. 

But all indications point unmistakably to the fact 
that the course pursued by the ZOA Admini tration 
was es entially undemocratic and ran squarely counter 
to the wishes and sentiments of their constituents. 
Region after region declared itself against the elimina­
tion of Dr. Silver and for his recall to leadership and 
the restoration of unity. 

.. 



"What of the Palestine Resolution?" 
By Jacob Fishman 
Article in the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 14, 1945 

Dr. ih·er' politi al op1 ncnt have b gun to be­
little the entire idea of a ongrc ional R oluti n. For 
the time being th y arc doing it only in private con-
er ation, but th y will pr bably n be a. crting 

publicly that the Re olution need ncv r have been 
introduced in ongr and that it p liti al value i 

in on quential. It i only th Pre idcnt' good will that 
matter , for it i he and not ongrc who clet rmincs 
Am ri an foreign policy ... The more nc urv y the 
ituation, the 1 arer it be om s that the way to a ati -

fa tory olution of the Pale tine que tion mu t b paved 
b a ongre ional Re olution pa ed b f re the nit d 

ation organization i e tabli hed. 

Article by L. Spizman in The Day 
January 18, 1945 

11 Zioni t , including Dr. ilv r' bitter opp -
ncnt , admit that until Dr. ilver took ov r the I ad r­
ship of the Emergency Council, th re wa ina tivity 
and ta nation on the m rican Zioni ·t p Iiti al front. 
, \'hen Dr. Id t in p ak of the \ ict ri whi h the 
Zionist Organization of mcrica help d to a hi e­
Pr sidcnt Roo cv It' pr -election I tl r, the Pal tine 
plank in the D mo rati I art platform, t .- h f rg t 
som how that all thi wa a mpli. h cl a a r ult f 
the large- cal l oliti al program of th 

oun il und r Dr. ilvcr' 1 ader hip. 
If the Zioni. t 1 aclcr in m ri a were on rn d 

onl with th higher int r . t • of Zi ni t poli , they 
would not allow Dr. ilvcr to fall at thi tim , even 
if a p rtion £ their omplaint again t him were 
justified. Dr. ilv r' rem val on titut . a "gr n light" 
f r the anti-Zi ni t in th dmini tration- and there 
i no la k of them- and amount to an admi i n that 
the weaker, opp rtuni ti lcment ha. m rg cl vic­
t riou in the Zioni t m vemcnt. nd if th J wi h 
pr s, th Zi nist ma. ~- Poale Zion, Mi1ra hi and the 
Zioni: t "man in the tr t"- do not ·how a tiv on­
e rn and r veal the tru ntim nt of m ri an Jewry, 
th n Dr. ilv r' removal from the 1 ad r. hip of m r­
ican Zioni t p liti al work an be om an unforgivable 
politi al blund r with , tr m ly tragi on. cq u n s 
for all cl voted Zioni t . 

Article by Philip Slomovitz in 
the Jewish News (Detroit, Mich.) 
January 26, 1945 

American Zioni t are lining up in the curr nt 

int -rnal i • uc. ,vhil th . cc uti, c and administrative 
committ e of th Zioni t rgani1ati m f ,\mcri a have 
taken a tand again t Dr. Abba llill l ih -r and hi · 
group, a number of districLc.; throughout the land ar 
upp rting Dr. ihcr ' • militant Yiewpoint a11d arc 

elem, nding hi r tlll n to lead ·rship ... It should b 
p . iblc to rea h a d ci-,ion b a plcbi ite of Zi nist'i. 

'l ' l1i ommentat >r w g • "l tlCh a tion a spc lily 
a po siblc, and he inu.·1 ·l hopes that th , stand will 
b in upp rt of Dr. ih r 's return to national 1 ·ad r­
hip in th Zi ni t mm cm nt ... I r. ' ilvcr i a c n­
i'it nt and vigorou fight ·r for ju.,ti e for J •wry an 1 

Pal tin , and the Zioni t <.On'ititucn will ur ·l r j t 
any plan to climirJL t him ft m 1 ·adcr hip. 

The rror ommittcd b • our leader · in control of 
th m ,. ' 111 nt must b • orr • t ·d imm diat ·l and Dr. 
'ih cr mu t be r , 11 ' l t acti, e s ·ni . 'h Zioni · t5 

[ ,\m ri a mu t a t . . . promptly- and this omm n­
tat r urg that th y act in supp rt of Dr. ilv r. 

"Whither U. S. Zionism?" by William Kleinfeld 
Article in The Day 
January 28, 1945 

,vhcn ilv r t ok over th , ommand, th great 
off ·n i\ e wa n at last. II bcli \ ·d in what he wa 
d in rand did it superbly. Jmpir ·d b hi magnifi nt 

mag , t • 1 ·cl by his inll ·xibl cl ·termination, the 
mov ·men mohili1cd h ·hind him and w nt f rward 
with , 1 ush o take po ition after po ition. h impa t 
was t rrifi ; th aclvanc • M. ·m ·cl irr i. tibl . It wa • a 
headlong thru t- , frontal atta k u1 on ffi ial indif­
f -r n • on the on hand and th um ·n f r • of anti­
Zionism on th other. ,la he· th r • w r b und to b 
and strong r 'ii'itanc ·, but w w ·r • on the mar hi W re 
w g ing to pr 'S'i on to th· nd? 

It was n t to b . ◄ r m th ir I of il r' imm -
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diat a. o iat - hi 11 agu c.; th old r ar : B -
war I auti n L t u. arr c.;t thi imp tuom dri . W 
mu t n t; we dare not. he 1 isk is to gr , t; th ut­
corne in doubt. hi man i dangerous; h must b 
rcmov cl. And , ilv r was "r lie •d" f hi ommand. 

\ hat of the f utur course? h re do w go fr m 
h r under th old-n w I acl ·r~hip? \: ill it h th lcl 
p Ii of " aution," of picking up crumb of on · la­
tion from th tabl s of the mighty and hoping for th 
b • t? r , ill it be a ontinuation of ilv r's p liti al 
off miv und r old-n , g n ral.? Will it b , 
b tw n the two r a wav rin illation b 
on and th other? 

h are the qu tion whi h weigh upon th 
minds and h art of meri an Zioni t . . Th y plain 
th utbur t £ indignation o r il er' retir m nt and 



the insistent demand that he be recalled to leadership. 
They also explain why the controversy refuses to subside. 

"The Need for Dr. Silver's Leadership" 
By Louis J. Gribetz 
Article in the Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 
January, 1945 

The conduct of the (Z.O. .) Administration is 
contrary to the expressed will of what appears to be 
already a major segment of the rank and file of loyal 
Zionist throughout the land . . . Reinforced by the 
entire Yiddi h press, other Zionist bodie , and the gTeat 
body of individual Zioni ts, they declare Dr. ilver's 
ervices to Zionism to be indispen able, and vigorously 

demand hi retention in office. 

The heart and mind of the Zionist public beat 
spontaneously in unison with the a pirations and activi­
tie of Dr. Silver. Ardent and true Zionists know that 
there is no more sagacious, loyal or indefatigable serv­
ant of the cau e than he. With scorn they reject as egre­
giously magnified and as specious the charge that he 
breached the discipline of the organization and thereby 
merited the o traci m inflicted ... In this crucial, tragic 
hour of Jewish life, the matchles courage, fervor and 
re ourcefulnes of Dr. ilver are sorely needed. The 
Zionist masse cannot afford to be deprived of his timu­
lating and su taining guidance. Th ir whole-hearted 
and per i tent cry for his return to leader hip cannot 
be stifled or ignored. 

"The Crisis in American Zionism" 
Article in the Jewish Spectator 
January, 1945 

o doubt, the deferment of the Palestine Re olu­
tion is a great et-back and a evere disappointment. 
However, to hold Dr. ilver responsible for it and make 
him take the full blame i about the mo t unexpected 
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and unintelligent reaction one would have expected 
from the Zionist leader hip. If not for Dr. Silver and 
hi activitie , merican Zionism might never have been 
able to gain the powerful political upport which 
opened the road for the projecting of the "Palestine 
Re olution" and the inclusion of the "Palestine Plank" 
into the platforms of the Democratic and the Repub­
lican parties. 

Dr. Silver's merit for the Zioni t movement, and 
more particularly, the Zionist Emergency Council are 
singularly valuable and di tinguished. He is among the 
ablest men in the movement and the Jewish people and 
Zioni m can ill afford to lose his dedicated services at 
this crucial moment ... 

Observing the American Jewish scene as a whole 
and the Zioni t scene in particular, one cannot help 
feeling that intellectuality and intelligence, coupled 
with broad general knowledge and comprehen ive 
Jewish spiritual-literary attainments, are the qualities 
least de ired in a Jewish leader. 

It i high time for the anshei ho-ruach-the men of 
intellect and the deed born of the intellect-to gra p 
firmly the reins of leader hip instead of permitting the 
mediocritie to rule and ruin. 

"Lack of Statesmanship" 
Editorial in the Bnai Zion Voice 
January, 1945 

H ad the passage of the (Palestine) Resolution 
failed merely because of governmental intervention and 
nothing el e was involved, the Zioni ts would have 
faced their di appointment with determination to over­
come all difficultie . But the incident was u ed to feed 
internal factionalism, to give vent to personal animo i­
ties and to establish- in the heat of the moment, in a 
mood of anger and indignation-the guilt of the leader­
ship of the ouncil, specifically of Dr. ilver. Thu , the 
political cri is served to break the Zioni t front. 



.. 

Resolution adopted by Brooklyn, N. Y. Zionist Region 
Membership 10,420 
January 3, 1945 

The Executive Committee of the Brooklyn Zionist Region, 
having considered the crisis in the political affairs of the Zionist 
Movement in this country and the events which caused such 
crisis, at two special meetings held on December 18, 1914 and 
January 3, 1945 hereby R ESOLVE as follows: 

(1) We deplore the ill-con idered action taken by the ZO 
Administration which brought about the re ignation of Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver as Co-Chairman of the American Zionist Emergency 
Council and Chairman of its Executive Commitlce, and regard 
such action as inimical to the be t interests of lhe entire Zionist 
Movement. 

(2) We affirm our unshakable confidence in the leader hip 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and his policies, which we hailed and 
approved in the political re olution unanimously adopted on 
October 16, 1944 at the 47th Annual Zionist Convention at 
Atlantic City. 

(3) We call upon the Administrative Council of the ZOA, 
scheduled to meet on J anuary 7, 1945, to take the necessary steps 
for the calling of a pedal se sion of lhe delegate elected to the 
47th Annual Zionist Convention for the purpo e of dealing with 
and acting upon the problems which brought aboul the cri is 
aforementioned. 

Resolution adopted by Connecticut Zionist Region 
Membership 4129 
January 3, 1945 

We deplore the rift which ha occurred within the ranks and 
leadership of the American Zionist Emergen y Council. \ e 
recognize that difficulties exist in dealing wilh various government 
departments and political leaders with reference to Jewish inter­
ests in Palestine. We recognize that procedures may have to vary 
from time to time in dealing with government bureaus and states­
men. In such dealings there may be times when progress is made 
and other times when reverses occur. 

We regret the circumstance resulting in Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver's resignation after sixteen months as co-chairman of the 
American Zioni t Emergency ouncil. His leader hip, as demon­
strated by these months of activity, has proven to be of the 
dynamic, militant and intelligent type. It was his strength of 
conviction, his driving power, hi skill as slate man, his wi dom 
as leader, that made American J ewry more Palestine-conscious 
than it has ever been . 

The Executive of the Conne ticut State Zionist Region pledges 
it continuing support of the work of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council under whatever leader hip exi ts, and nothing 
herein tated shall in any way be construed as any reflection on 
the incerity of any of the resolutions it adopted. Yet we feel that 
in this emergency Dr. Silver should be brough t back into a 
po ition of active participation in leader hip and we urge the 
American Zionist Emergency ouncil to take action to thi end. 
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Resolution adopted by Laurelton, L. I. Zionist District 
Membership 478 
January 3, 1945 

\ HERE S the re ignation of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver from 
his position as Co-Chairman ha been accepted by the Zionist 
Emergency Council, following objections to his a tions wi th 
respect to the recent vote of the Bou e Foreign Affairs Committee 
on the Palestine resolution. 

B IT RESOLV • D that thi Board advi e the Long Island 
Zioni t Region 

(l) That thi Board recalls the several requests made upon 
this Distri t by the Zionist Organization of Ameri a and by the 
Zionist Emergency ouncil to support the pending Palestine 
Resolution and to implement su h upport by action; 

(2) That the p Ji y o( ap1 ea emcnt ha not proven effective 
and should be discontinued; 

(3) Thal this Board is of the opinion that the Pale tine plank 
in the recent political platform and the 1 ller from the Pre ident 
to enator Wagner read lo the convention should be on idered 
honorable commitments by honorable men as they were un­
doubtedly intended lo be; 

(4) That this Board a claim the a tion of the Bouse Com­
mittee on Foreign Affair a a proper and con istent corollary 
to the party planks; 

(!i) That this Board regrets and is deeply concerned over the 
acceptanc by the Emergency oun ii of Dr. Silver' re ignation; 

(6) That thi Board urges that the Emergency Council 
reqne t Dr. ilv r to re on ider his resignation, so that the Emer­
gency otm il and all Zionists may continue to avail themselves 
of the militant spirit, the integrity and the zeal of Rabbi ilver 
which ha so long erved Jewry and Zioni m, and so that American 
Zionists may continue to march forward together. 

Resolution adopted by Long Island Zionist Region 
Membership 5490 
January 4, 1945 

RE OL ED, that we address ourselves to the Exe utive om­
mittee o( the Zionist Organizati n of merica to reque l that 
some methods be devi ed whereby Rabbi bba Hillel ilvcr should 
be reintegrated into the leader hip o{ the •xecutive ommittee 
of the • met gency Council. 

Resolution adopted by Pittsburgh, Pa. Zionist District 
Membersh ip 4132 
January 4, 1945 

RESOLVED tha t it is the opinion of this meeting that the 
pre ent breach in the ranks of the Zionist L ader hip in meri a i 
deplorable, and that every effort be made lo re tore unity in the 
Zioni t Leader hip, and re tore the a tive rvi s and 1 ader hip 
of R abbi Abba Hillel ilver in the work of the merican Zioni t 

mergen y oun ii. 

DBE IT R E OL D F R H •R that a copy of the fore­
going re olution be ent to Dr. J rael old tein, Pre id nt of the 



Zionist Organization of America, and to Mr. Daniel Frisch, Chair­
man of the ational Zionist Administrative Council. 

Resolution adoptf!d by Cleveland, Ohio Zionist Society 
Membership 1600 
January 7, 1945 

RESOLVED that The Cleveland Zionist Society, numbering 
sixteen hundred enrolled Zionists, expresses its complete confi­
dence in the leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, who as Chair­
man of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emer­
gency Council rendered such distinguished and universally recog­
nized service to the cause of Zionism. 

RESOLVED that The Cleveland Zioni t Society whole-heart­
edly approves his political activities in connection with the Pales­
tine Resolution which was introduced in Congress and condemns 
the action of the representatives of the Zionist Organization of 
America on the Emergency Council who forced the re ignation 
of Dr. Silver at a time when his services to our movement were 
mot needed. 

WE FURTHER 1ORE denounce thee same representatives 
for their obstructionist tactics throughout Dr. Silver's adminis­
tration. 

We are convinced that this unwarranted action does not 
represent the true sentiment of the Zionists of America and of 
American Jewry. 

Resolution adopted by Charleston, W. Va. Zionist District 

Membership 276 
January 8, 1945 

After reading the statements issued in the recent controversy, 
the Charle ton, W. Virginia District records with deep concern 
the difficulties that have beset the Zioni t cause. It condemns the 
tactics and policies of the ZOA member on the Emergency 
Council that have led to the resignation of Dr. Silver. It further 
expresses its support of Dr. Silver and his vigorous espousal of our 
cau e, and urges that he be recalled to the leader hip of the 
Emergency Council, which he vitalized and headed with such 
di tinction. 

Resolution adopted by Milwaukee, Wis. 
Zionist Emergency Council 
January 9, 1945 

WHEREAS the magnificent achievement of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council have been aborted and halted by the 
unfortunate dis ension which has arisen in the leader hip of the 
Council, and since the primary objective of the Council i the 
welfare of Pale tine, the Milwaukee Zionist Emergency Council 
feels it incumbent upon itself to expres its alarm and condem­
nation o( the unfortunate situation which has ari en in the ranks 
of the merican Zionist Emergency Council. 

We, of the local Emergency Council, under the leader hip 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, have been constantly motivated and 
timulated in our action to greater and greater effort in fulfilling 

the mandate of the American Zionist Emergency Council. We 
deplore the manner in which Dr. Silver was deprived of his leader­
ship as Co-Chairman of the Council and Chairman of the E ·ecu­
ti\'e Committee, and feel that his absence as o-Chairman has 

shaken our confidence in the program and future of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council. 

We view with apprehension and disfavor the present struc­
ture of the reorganized American Zionist Emergency Council, 
and we call for a further and far-reaching reorganization, which 
shall include Dr. Silver in a position of Executive leadership. 

Resolution adopted by Uniontown, Pa. Zionist District 

Membership 267 

January l 0, 1945 

We view with deep regret the breach in leadership of Amer­
ican Zioni m that led to the retirement of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
from the po ition he has occupied in the American Zionist Emer­
gency Council with such marked success. 

\Ve feel that the great respect and admiration we have for 
the vigorous leadership of Dr. Silver is reflected in the minds of 
many Zionist leaders throughout the land. 

At this critical period in our Zionist history the movement 
must not dispense with the gifted services of Dr. Silver. 

The dangerous breach must not be permitted to widen. 

We, therefore, call upon the national administration of the 
Zionist Organization of America to take immediate steps toward 
recalling Dr. Silver to political leadership with the sole purpose 
of re toring unity of action within the entire Zionist movement 
so that a Jewish Commonwealth can be established in Palestine 
as soon as humanly possible. 

Resolution adopted by Meriden, Conn. 
Zionist Emergency Council 
January 10, 1945 

WH REAS the American Zionist Emergency Council, under 
the inspiring and devoted leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, has 
during the past sixteen months of its existence done a remark· 
able job in educating public opinion to the cau e of Zionism and 
in taking effective measures to bring about expressions of senti­
ment favorable to the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth 
in Palestine by both major political parties in America in their 
election platforms, by both the Presidential candidates in the 
recent national elections, and, but for the intervention of the 
Sta te Department, would, we are certain, have brought about the 
pa age of the Pale tine Resolution in both Houses of the 
Congres . 

A D WHEREAS we are firmly convinced that the resignation 
of Dr. Silver as Chairman of the Executive of the American Zioni t 
Emergency Council will be a serious detriment to the efiective 
functioning of that body, and a blow to Zionist Emergency Coun­
cils all over the country who have come, justly, to look to Dr. 
Silver for inspiring and efficient leadership. 

A D WHEREAS we believe that in this hour of unprece­
dented tragedy for our people, our great leaders should be able to 
ri e above petty per onal differences, which we regret to ay, after 
reviewing carefully both sides of the question, seem to be the 
ba ic i sue in the controversy between Dr. Wi e and Dr. Silver. 

We, the Zionist Emergency Council of Meriden, Conne ticut, 
met in se sion on January 10, 1945, earnestly submit to the 
American Zionist Emergency Council our plea that thi tragic 
breach in our ranks be healed, and that the way be found for 
restoring Dr. Silver to leader hip in the Zionist Emergency Council 
of America. 
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Resolution adopted by Brownsville (Brooklyn, N. Y.) 

Zionist District 
Membership 365 
January 11, 1945 

\VHEREAS we view with deep regret the breach which has 
ari en in Zionist ranks at a time when we mu t redouble our 
efforts to secure the implementation of the magnificent expres­
sions of support for our au e which were se ured during the 
last year under the dynamic leader hip of Dr. Abba Hillel ilver, 

A D WHER EA we reaffirm our confidence in Dr. ilver's 
leader hip and in his policies, and being convin ed that under his 
direction the political phase of our movement reached unpre e­
dented heights, 

OW, THER EFOR E, BE IT R ESOLVED that we call upon 
the Executive of the Zionist Organization of Amcri a to r tablish 
unity in the ranks of American Zionism, and to heal the breach 
which has ari en-a lu ury which the Jewi h people can ill afford 
under the present tragic circum tance -by recalling Dr. bba 
H illel Silver to the leader hip of merican Zioni t political work. 

Resolution adopted by Oil City, Pa. Zionist District 

Membership 69 
January 11 , 1945 

We deplore the re ignation of our great and ourageous leader 
Dr. Abba Hillel ilver. \ e whole-heartedly approve and support 
hi militant policy and future leader hip. May the Lord trengthen 
him in his righteous fight for hi people and bring ab ut the 
establishment of the J ewi h Commonwealth in Pale ·tine. 

Resolution adopted by Dallas, Texas 

Zionist Emergency Council 

January 15, 1945 

\ HEREAS, the Dallas Zi ni t Emergency oun il regret the 
re ignation of Dr. Abba Hillel ilver from the co-chairman hip 
of the merican Zioni t Emergen y Council; and 

WHER EAS, the Dalla Zioni t Emergency ouncil i fearful 
that the work ac ompli h d through the guidan e of Dr. ilver 
may be lot; 

BE l RE OL D that the Dalla Zionist Emergency ouncil 
urge upon the American Zioni t mergency oun il the ontinu­
an e of Dr. Abba Hill I ilver a a leader for the Zioni t cau e; 

BE l F R HER R OL ED that the Dalla Zioni t mer­
gen y oun il imprc upon the American Zioni t mergen y 

ouncil the need for aggre ive, militant action to work toward the 
approval of the re olution for a Jewi h Comm m ealth in Pales­
tine by the House and enate Foreign Affai1s mmittc and the 

nited ations. 

Resolution adopted by Hollywood, Cal. Zionist District 

Membership 50 
January 16, 1945 

T he pre ent rift in American Zionist leadership is an 
unfortunate occurren e to be deplored by every cons ientious 
J ew, Zioni tor non-Zioni t. 

At the time when unity of purpo e and unity of a tion are 
ential; when the co-operati n and servi e of all m n of go cl 

, ill are urgently needed; , hen Pale tine and the 11tire Je, i h 
pe ple face unpre edented ordeal and ob lades, the re ignation 
of Dr. ilver, one of the mo t out landing leaders in Ameri an 
Zi nism, as well a the elimina tion of ther on tru tive for e 
from the m rgency Coun il affect Zionist influence and in terest 
for Pale tine, n t only among the variou part o( th non-Jewi h 
community in thi country, but inner Jewi h ir le a w 11. 

ot going into details a to, ho i re pon ihle for th pt • nt 
cri i created by the unfortunate a tion of ertain group , the 
Holl}" ood Zionist Di trict a mbled at it meeting on January 
16, 1915 at the a sembly hall of Temple Israel re olve : 

1. That imm diate step be taken to bring Dr. bba Hillel 
Silver back to the leader hip of the Em rg ncy Coun ii. 

2. That the Emergency un il be reorganiz d hy including 
repre entativ from the variou Zioni t group throughout the 
land and thus not lo leave th shaping of policy t a ( w men 
of the administrati n. 

Letter to American Zion ist Emergency Council from 

Maine Zion ist Emergency Council 
January 17, 1945 

n unday, January 7th, our ommitt e m t and unani­
m u ly agre d to rcgi ter with the C un il ur d p di. appoint­
m nt , ith the t1agic happ nings to our au e du1ing the pat 
thirty day . We d eply r . nt the attitude of the un< il t ward 
Dr. iher b cau e w have felt that the dynami and u <. Cul 
program aJTi d on h th oundl wa due, di1 tly, to th 
en rgetic and statesmanlike lead n,hip of Dr. ilver. 

We had hop d that the oun ii woulcl carry out the r olu ­
tion pa ed at th Zioni t onvention whi<.h who! -h art dly 
endor ed the admini trati n of Dr. ilv r. 

We are fully ognizant that the re ignation of Dr. ilver 
culminated n a r ult of the mbitt red hnttle that has b n 
raging f r ome time b tw n Drs. \ i e and Gold t in II one 
ide and Dr. ilver on the other ide. It ems to u that the 

former have l een determined to undermine the onfid n e that 
the Zi nists have had in Dr. il er' 1 ader hip with the motive 
of dominating the poli ic. of the oun il to please th ir per nal 
in linati n and whim~. without regard for the opinion. of the 
rank and file. 

four au e,, e are clemancling that the ational 

their nergi 
p edily. \ e 
hairman of 

con lu ion. 

oun il drop their p rsonal animo iti s and unite 
and ff rt in ord r that we may achiev our g al 
furth r a k the ouncil to recall Dr. ilv r as 
that body to arry on our fight to a u e. ful 

PmL lV. Low , Chairman 

f I E Zro. I E fERGE IL 

Resolution adopted by Order Sons of Zion, 

Hashachar Camp No. 70 

January 21, 1945 
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The c utive Board and m mbers C the Ha hachar amp 
1 o. 70 of the Bnai Zion were bi tterly di appointed by the a tion 
of the Zioni l mergency oun il, , hich forced and a pted 
the re ignati n of R abbi ilver a o- hairman of the oun ii. 



The membership feels that this action was unwarranted and 
hereby publicly proclaims its disapproval of such acts and deeds. 

The member hip also feels that the services which Rabbi 
Silver has rendered to the Zionist cause are incomparable, and 
that through his efforts the Zionist movement has won a great 
many friends and a host of new followers. 

Therefore, the members of the Hashachar Camp are in agree­
ment with the Mizrachi and Poale-Zion Organizations in their 
demand to call Dr. Chaim Weizmann and David Ben-Gurion to 
the United States for arbitration. 

Resolution adopted by Richmond Hill, L. I. Zionist District 

Membership 459 
January 24, 1945 

We view with deep regret and concern the retirement of Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver from the position he has occupied in the 
American Zioni t Emergency Council and the breach in the 
leadership of merican Zionism. At this critical time the Zionist 
movement can neither dispense with the services of a man of his 
abilities nor permit the dangerous breach to widen. 

We convey to Dr. Silver our sincere affection and admiration 
for his work in the Zionist cause and affirm our confidence in the 
policy he has advocated. 

With the best interests of the Zionist movement in mind, 
we call upon the national administration of the Zionist Organiza­
tion of America to take immediate steps for the prompt recall 
of Dr. Silver to active political leadership and the early restoration 
of unity in the Zionist movement. 

Resolution adopted by Camden, N. J. 

Zionist Emergency Council 
January 28, 1945 

Neithler men alone nor issues alone can determine Zionist 

Political Policy. We feel strongly that the adoption of a forthright, 

aggressive policy is desirable. On the basis of past experience, we 

believe that Rabbi Silver embodies this approach, and urge that 

he be placed in a position of leadership. 

Resolution adopted by St. Louis, Mo. 

Zionist Emergency Council 

February 8, 1945 

RESOLVED that the St. Louis Zionist Emergency Council 

views with deep concern the retirement of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

from the po ition of Co-Chairman of the American Zioni t Emer­

gency Council and Chairman of its Executive Committee. World 

Jewry in general and the Zioni t movement in particular an ill 

afford at this critical time to suffer a breach between such eminent 

leaders as Dr. Stephen S. Wi e and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and 

obviously all efforts must be made to effectuate unity bet, ccn 

these two great leaders without undue delay. 

FURTHER, the St. Louis Zionist Emergency Council, with­

out any attempt to pass upon the merits of the pending con­

troversy, re pectfully insists that the national administration of 

the American Zionist Emergency Council forthwith invite Dr. 

Silver to resume his positions in the leadership of the American 

Zionist Emergency Council jointly with Dr. Wi e to the end that 

harmony be restored in the ranks of American political Zioni m. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution 

be forwarded to the national administration of the American 

Zionist Emergency Council, to Dr. Stephen S. Wise, to Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver, to all Chairmen of the local Zionist Emergency 

Councils throughout the country; also to the national head of 

the four groups affiliated with the American Zioni t Emergency 

Council. 
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