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I 
I bave been requested to conme nt on the etatementa 1 aued by 

Dr. I arael Goldatein which purport to give the facts connected with tbe 

oontroTersy which developed in the American Zionist Emergency Council. 

Dr. Goldstein's faota tufter from deft diatortion■, twists and 1ignifioant 

omissions, which g n a falae and mialeading aocount of what actually 

transpired. 

1) Dr. Goldstein states that at a me ting of the Emer ency 

Council on October 30, 1 t was unanimously decided not . to prea• for the 

resolutions unless and until the preliminary approval of the Executive 

branch of the Government shall have been aeoured. No such decision was 

taken by the Emergency Council on October 30. In fact no decision• what

soever were tak:8n at that eeting. The minute• of the meeting quote me 

a aqing: " • will not go ehe d with the resolution without fully can-

vaasing the situation. If the answer from t tate Department is at all 

Tague, I would not reco end proceedin with 1 t." Thia precnm.tion wae 

sugge1ted not out of dee1.re ".lOt to offend t State Department or the 

Preaident. but in order to protect ouraelT8 ■ aga1n1t the kind of aurpriae 

wh1oh wa• Jumped on ue la1t Sprin , . The Council wanted to malm doubly su.re 

before it moved ; but no one really expected any opposition in View of all 

that had tran pired in the precedin month. 

At that same meeting I reported (and I quote from the minute• 

of the meeting) "that in anticipation of the reconaideration of the reaolu

tion when Congreae reconvene,, the Erner ncy Council ha1 been engaged in 

at1mulat1n afreah the intereet of the members of the Houee Foreign Affair• 

and Senate Foreign Rel tion■ Commi tteea. The local emergency oommi tteea in 

coUlUIUnitiea in which thee member resided had been a1ked to roach them 

again and to bring th up to date on recent development• and to suggest 

that early action on the reaolution, when Congreaa reconvenes, would be 
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dea1rable. The re8Ul ts so tar are atityin • tt 

Thus the Council. on October 30, wa1 fully informed that continued 

activities in behalf ot our reaolution were going on and would continue in 

a1hin ton an all over tb9 country. It 1 false to ~•t even by implica

tion that t E er noy Council at its meeting on October 30 ordered !l,1 ot ow: 

19tiyi\ie1 in bAhaj .. ot tae re10lut1on to be d110ontinytd. It rely directed 

that we explore the mind ot the State Depdment on our resolution, and there 

was a conaenau.1 of op1n1on that it the State Department attitude was found to 

be neg tiv , would hen not proeeed with the resolutions. Until such time 

ho ver act ivitie in behalf of the resolution were not to be diecontinued 

nor was wor to o ou. that were even oons1der1n a po1slble post ne nt. 

I 1r lea were accordingly made at th State Department. and at 

th m eti on 0ve b r 21 Dr. i reported "that r. Stettiniua had telephoned 

b1 nd inform d 1 t t had aeen the Preeident who ur ed that nothing be 

done bout he bill t th1 t 

little wbil lo r. 11 

~ that th at r be left in hie hands 

ia, ho v r , di not .sat 1 fy t me lber • of the Emer noy Couno 11. 
~ ~-· ~~ ~ felt th t they ha:si mad• a 11tak! in~==;., inquiriea at the State Dere,rt-

~~J;-
ment in th fir t plac • D ,-a:NML! -have assumed that the w thdrawal of 1h e 

military obj ationa. the party platform• which included Paleat1ne planks and 

tla atatement of th President hi aelt on October 1 r:: wer au.ttioient " • n 

lighttt to o e • 

At; this etin , and here ain I ot trom the minute■, "there 

to llowed a le iaau aion, and 1 t wae finally decided \}iat f'fort• be 

m onge WAN to obtain ole anoe from the Preaident through Senator agner, 

and perbap ot re. It w • eed to 1 T• it to Dr. iae. Dr. Silver and 

. Shulman to t e the neceaaaey action with re ard to an approach to the 

President." There w • no oth action t n at thi et n • 

In other words, th Emer nay Couhc11, upon aeoond thou t, waa 
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y,d \he President ba:g indicalfd their objection to the resolution. They wanted 
~~~ b 

persuasive influence to be brought to bear upon .._ to chan t1 ~ min~. 

Dr. 1•• atreuuoualy objected to this line of procedure. He did not 

want the Pre ■ident -,~ .. by our inai atence and our reuasion. Be re-

luctantly yielded to the pre18Ure of the Council and t hereaft r • far from 

uaing hie energies vigorously to perBUade the Secretary of State and the 

Prea1dent, he aer1 1ly interfered with me in carrying out the clear mandate 

of the Council. 

2) Dr. Goldatein forgets to ment i on the fact which I mad known to 

the CouDCil that the day follow i ng the November 21 meeting, I wired Dr. iae 

urging him to t in touch 1th Con eaaman Bloom to ••• the President. 

Dr. 1•• never replied to thi a telegr . 

3) o one intere•tod in the paa of the bill ever saw the 

President on the resolution at that time or nc . He was out of ah1.n ton . 

All our information has come through l r. St tt iniua. The fir t and the only 

peraonal contact with r. Stett1n1u1 to carry out the wiehe• of the Counc 1 
• 

could not be wade before December 4. It was made by Sen tor and 

mJ••lf. Senator agner waa not in aehin ton before the preoedin Tueaday 

and our appointment could not be made before the following ndey. 

4) :But by Dece ber 4 the Senate Foreign Relation• Committee 

had el,read.Y met and bad contidered our resglV&tion. In fact. t the requeat 

of Senator Tatt, our Paleatine Resolution waa to have 

Comittee 9n NOJ!m}2er 22. but out of courteey to Senator , 

considered b the 

r who waa out 

ot th• city, the oonaideration of our reaolution by the committee waa poat

poned to November 29. I reported at the ••ting of our Council on ov ber 21 

that w.oh meeting of the Senate Committee had been aohedul d tor the next 

dq, but }lad been poatponed to the 29th. 



Sen tor 

initiative. B w 

t re ated co i er tion o t r lu on on hi o 

eiiher requeated nor r d y e. lr dy on . ov ~ r 11 

(plea&e note th da'lie) Senator Te.ft o e es 11 I have h del t 

aah1ngton un t 1 Thur day. byt I bppe w QAQ :Qroceed wit 

Be1olutio 1Pl.Hlfld1atel~." He wa one oft 

He had r ee ted the po1tponement of the re 

co- on ors of th re oluti n. 
~4J""t'-4~~4 

ut on la t iJ 1.nl. ~ t af er 

the military until obtained the 1 tter from Secret of or Stimson 1th-

draw ng their object.ion • Aa soon ae Oongres r c nvened, 

for hi re olution, ju1t a e all did, inc udin th dele at 

vent1on or the zo t Atl ntic City. 

be prea in 

t t e on-

5) Dr. Goldete1n euggeat that if I had ot bro t pr ssu.r on 

0 

Co • :Bloom to t • t atter up th hi co tt e no act ion h so ver 

wo'Ul.d have been t n in Oongreae. I did not rive 1n 1 \n ton \Ul il 

November 27. :S t t t _ r 1 1 tio a Co 1 e, 

a I indica.t d bove, bad alre been Ht r To e ber 29, an t '" e n t 

Co 1 ttee aa rep d to act favor ly on our r 1 tio t a eti . 

It ha• been sug. e th .t I 1ho1.ud h v th t o def r tion. 

1 h re 

to •• wh th r I could rauade the t te Dep th Pr id t to 

withdr • their .objection t o the as oft re ol ion. a. n 1 t1 t. 

t Council would th n :ve to decid h t t do, 1 c th fir t report of 

th ident' d1 a; roval did not close the tter a far I h Co oil 

w • oonaer d. I had not y t d t e op_ rtuni ty to OO ?J.t it r t 

Department or the esident. I a not to e r. t ttinill unt 

Dec• er 4. Unt 11 I had had t l • chano to per su: de tl d f 11 d, I coul 

not go. nor did the Council obli te to • to 1..>en e 

foreign Rel tion• Co ittee and aa th , ma of ho d been or tioal of 

the State D.p t nt' • intervention d of the Pr sident• • action la■t Sprin , 
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to postpone action on our al.e1tine Reao ution for hich the Jew• of America 

had •o pera1 t ntl r 

tba r eolu ion. i pr 

tot v ry l t. 

e f 

ere not in.., or 

ao muo i n d ~n t e Pa ti 

t S.n~ Co nitt it elf whioh wa 

e o ution th tit ton our auoc • iv 

oooa ions to oo i er t d it 1 ■isted time and in on a rovin our 

re ol t on in t ! t o per n a; p~ anoee before it m • by the Seore ary 

of St t an 1 spit ot ot r preasur br t by the Admini atr ion ag 1n t 

it. n when the re c lution as finally poatpon d a a re lt of th per sistent 

pre•wr fro th t :ta 

of he i.1e t Co 1i ttee 

woul :v v t d for t 

tat• Depar e t t .. 

Co ;r sen o 

nt and the Pre i dent, two-thirds of t 

r und rob n hich th y tat d t t they 

t on r 1 t not for thie 1neis nee ot the 

pu icly anno ced ri~ t after the ea1d.ent•• 

that t r , n lie.d to be oon u 1t. It w s none ot it1 

• 
of the t1 

t d. Prior to ey erriv l in ahin ton 1 

hi oon 1tt , h had ha rint d 

din nt1o1p tion 

Hou•e dooum nt , the 

and aenatora hich P 1 •ti~ endor 

app • in VO 

rge oy Co :10 l . 

h !or 1 t. 001 1 

mi ht b 1 d -
i C te . 

I re- esured i on 

tollo ing '.>UT int 

nts m d by t tour hundred con • 

• rica nd Pl tin," rec ntly published by the 

It Co Blooo' 0 ide and J.l or dit 1• due 

001 wh t concerned w1 th th faot that he 

lUOT • forw d t r lution :f'a.il d of pa a in 

w t du to bar n h :r • . OA ib i \, for vi ,., ea . 

ore. nd t • I him a letter 

n hie I bac d 1m u • Co ea no oonvo ed 

hi I 00 it te n oV b r 29 . th V ry d n w oh the Senat Comm ttee t 

to co 1d r our r o ution. :Bloom • und ubtedly ncour d to Dl>V8 forward 
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tap idly by ha f'ao that t e Sen te Co i ttee h d aeh duled eeting on 

Nov ber 29 and wa e ot to aot f :v rably on he resolu on . 

6) nien we finally o to Stet ·inius o o r er 4 -- and e e 

Dr. Goldatei.11 1 uie ory 00a.in co eniently f l him -- e r sho 

t the OU t 8 • t ha. . f tal t 1 .:, f Dr . '\. e 1hi h s di tc .ed 1. thout 

the • owled of I tbar Senator , o.gner or Iey"S lf nd l tbout any t 1z tion 
al .Jd.<.~ 

from the Council on the very ve of our • tervie iliad"which a c lou ated to 
,) 

nullify the effect~ enese of our miasion to m Sor tary of St t. Thi 

telegram which in lo ms.ny wor s told the ~ecretary of St t • nd throug hi 

the Preeiden\, that Dr. i e an many of his a ocia.to would re d\ly an 

wi tbout pro est aooe t their d.ea1 ion w th r f r nae to the resolution, broke 

the back of ·h en r e effort which the Counoil hud r o ved t o m in order 

to change t he ind of the t· te Depar ment and of t rreside t. Our only 

hope l ;y in nersuad1n :ir. ~te\tin1u , and t 

the entire Zionis Joveruent am. t e entire 

1m, th Pr id nt , th t 

aolidly unite 

fir for over 

ti on b wh1oh h d been h Jin , 

.l n h ,un h heir o s, vhioh ha n rai 1 o 

high by ha.' ad transpired duri ~ t .e yenr, oul b d bed to the 

ground if it b came own t t th r aident n t d on c nd d t e t. 

Dr. W1ae 1 s t le 

of the Amerio 

Dr. Gold tein, 

wh ch nt fro ittsbur ') t t o t e ss •• 

Je,..i• Oo fer no , d re a ly with t e o led of 
~ 

libera, ly a ! : g J t 1 ef ort~ ~ ~ ~ 

7) Dr. Golde ·ein ha o t" er aario s 1 pse of mory. On 

Deo• ber 5. be ent t :t'ollowin tele am to ev ry b o"' t .., t 

Foreign Relation Co ittee: 1 ! tPDtlMll ur,r;e XQY repQr\ ow: f~vor blz 

fNie1t.\U !119luti,gn tgr, AQQ1tt1,on by Wll!nt .o ruqea1 ... Your Comu1ttee' 

taTorable otio 1 would be deepl ap reoiated a f lf 11 ant Pr r!ident • s 

magnificent •• t e Z1on1 t Org 11at on of .. er1ca. and overwhelming 

Alner1can opinion as ezpreaa d recently in both party platform •" 
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did Dr. Goldstein Tiol te t 11un imo • d 1 o II f t 

Emer ncy Oo nail in ur 1. S n tor to ao t on i;h re ao lu ion when ew full 

well thwot o •• een 11 ht 11 h be n uiv n? If Dr. S lver 1 11 y o breach 

of d1so1 11.n , h · t bou Dr. Gol stein? l3u a pl i a!e! 

It the r solu tio p ed h wou e in e or d . I i I il why be 

would to it t 

d 

t f 1lure lb bl don Dr. ~ilver. 

tili thi , wl di~ p 

.a.-..::-:.i,__...a..,.....-.-..=_..,..-.::___,_ .. to ur e t e ato a .5ao___,_,_...,.___. h reet>lution7 

no · o pa 

the r 

.And having co e to e. 1 1gton to er su 

o 1tio • why id 1 per 1 t hi e f to b 

hie ia ion? I • d h o th r m ,1 ''?r 

e th Se 

r euade by m ao,t to QPUY out 

·h committe went to 

Stettiniua tot 11 him tha • the Zion1 • were JlQ1 pre11ing tor the reeolution 

• but tha th pre sur cam fro be Senate CoDllli ttee 1 tselt ( whioh, of o·ouree, 

waa the ruth). Dr. ldatein unwilling ver to aasume re1pon1ibil 1ty for 

what he doee, or a, o write1? Is he fault l ~• lt someone ela ? 

8) . Gol stein a1n haa a conveni nt 1 pie oi me!D'lry when he 

taila to ntion t t t t e xe4ut1ve of the mer ency Council which met in 

aehin to on on mornin , December 11 (and whic~ by the way a the only 

authorized meetin of t e rgenoy ouncil ainoe tk etlng o ve ber 21 -

the other ••ti of December 7 and 9 be rump meetings called by Dr. 1ee 

in countervention of the clear provision, of the conat tut on) it wa• eed 

that nothing done to inter.fer• ](1th the 12a11a l gt ta, re1olytig on which 

the Foreign Afta r1 Committee waa to act th t -,ery afterno , but tn■t ad 

Mr. Stettin! • 1 uJ.d be aak:Bd to 1aaue a atatement t t hi p anoe before 

ti. Senate Oo did not indio t ou o a i ude on ,ll ot \;he 

Preali nt. !lot "o b l:11d o 

Palaat2.,nt IIIO.lUlion. Dr~ .. and Dr. Goldat in concurred on t 11, and joined 

in the dele t on to r. Stett niua with t t underatandtng. 




