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ted gend for eetin ot Gr ter ew York 
eoutiye Co11111ttee of the . eric n Zion11t Polioy Co ittee 

55 eat 42 street, ew York, . Y. 

Bon. mael Greenberg, C ir n 

I. 

II. 

Re 1 of the Current Situ-tion - Dr. nuel eum rm. 

Diacua ion to be postponed \Ultil the deoi ione re de 
wit reterenoe to the etropolit n Int er-Region 1 Council. 

To Determine 
eoept ble to 

R•&ul r onthly _ eting Date for the Exeouti.,. Ooamitt.e, 
pre•• tiYea fro• the our R gion•• 

III. Exp n•ion of eaberahip in Gr ter .. Y rt. 

IV. 1n noilll Report. 

V. The 

ollowing r pon, di cu aion of 1\m - 11ing Clllm ign in 
Gr t r ew r to i• • r of needed tunda tor the 
meri n Zionist olicy Co ttee - rry • piro. 

ropolit I ter- egion l Council. • 

To d te the tour Region• h-lY gr ed to eleot ti•• • 
oh to auch ooadttee, which would rry on joint 

Zioni t otiyit 1n beh lf the tour egione. It d 
b en Nggest d thtitt reoeption be tendered by the tour 
Region• through thi• o011111ittee tor Dr. C'Mi■ els m 
nd r. Yid ben Ourion, it nd wh n th v1•1t th• 

United st tea. Thi• id•, plue 0th r potenti l otiri
tle, should be diaou ••• 

VI. Diacueeion on ur Progr •• 



"TING OF , GID,ATl..R Nm YORK l!.XECUTIVE CO ., ITTEE 

OF THE IERICAN L-I0NIST POLICY CO JI 
iEDNESDAY EVENII G, APRIL 18, 1945 

The meeting was ealled to order at a: ~o p.m. with Judge 

presiding. 

V 
.. anson, Harry L. Shapiro, be ~uvim 

. 

anuel Ureenberg 

The Chairman called on 1 umann to give a r port on the current 

situation. 'fil'. reumann described saae activity in various egions and Districts, 

a review of the situation involving the establis ent of th Z0 ,.peace" committee, 

the situation at San brancisco, the Le isohn tadium Rally ~MR~ 

.J 
'·he ~ha n requesteu that ai cuasion be- orestalled on the report urJtil 

after we had cornpl ted the bu iness incluuea int e agenda of the meeting. He 

listed these ite s as: (lJ the expansion OJ mb rship in Greater e J York, 

{2) i nane ial Report and fund raisi , (3) .t:he metican "ionist Policy 

~ommittee's relationship to the proposed etropolitan Int r-Hegional Council. 
, 

. ~erry questioned the procedure with reference to the expansion of 

membership, indicating that e were not am mbership organization but our Committee 

was set up primarily to concern itself with the political aspects of the movement. 

r. Shapiro attempted to clarify the meaning or memb rship ex ansion in 

terms of securing key people in each istrict to associate themselves 1th the 

Committee in order to ext nct the inf uence of the vO ittee into every District 

in the four Re ions in Ureater re York. his was neces a 

rolicy Committee might receive the support of the Districts 

Convention is to be held. 

in order that the 

enev r the next ZOA 
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Mr. Neumann suggested that a committee be named in each ltegion which would 

review our position in each District and attempt to get support in the Districts 

where we }:lave no sup1ort or to line up additional members in Districts where our 
i 

support is yet inadequate. 

wlr. ~erry suggested that a good procedure to follow for getting support 

would be to call a meeting of interested peoples from various LJistricts and explain 

the situation to them, seeking their support. Mr. Low felt that we should move 

very carefully and should work on an individual basis rather than calling a group 

meeting for the purpose. ?1-r. Low said that he had s poken v,i th a number of Zi ::m i st 

District leaders in the past weeks who were interested in supporti :' our ;; rogram 

but had not been asked to join the Committee. 

1.::r . ri.brarnson said that he had 7lr itten to eight sponsors of the 'Dr. Stlver 

Testu:1oni a l Di.1ner .from the Bron:! Region ana five of tht>m had sent in application 

ca rds to t he Committee. He stated thtit the over whelming 1-a.jor it :1 of istrict 

leaders in the Bronx are sympathetic t o our point of view and if invited he fel t 

they would go along with us . 

11:r. Perry posed the questi.on: Will the Policy Committee continue to fun~tion 

if Dr. Silver is returnen t o leadership in the Zionist · ergency Council? 

I.:r • • tew:ici."'ln· e.xpressed hunself to the effect that there would be very go0d 

reason to continue the Policy Committee beyond such an ap_ointment in oder to 

carry the fight to the C nvention. He said it would be test desirable to c~ntinue 

to have such a body in order to express the wishes of the r ·.nl<: .:..nd file of the OA. 

It was necessary , he stated , th t we h·- ve ch~nnels throu ,,•h which inf or.nu. ti.c-"l and 

ideas tay be dissemina~ed and these ch~nne~s ought to be through the active 
~ { . , ,~ . . 

Zionist leacers in 

expand our membership and add aditional names to our mailin~ list. 

l \1r. Per y felt that the wo rd "member" would be misleading. Te are not a 

membership o ganization and do not want to put ourselves in a position of being 

a competing organization of other Zionist membe:rshlp organiz ttons. ,1e should fi.nd 

a different term for our affiliates. In our publicity, we should stress the word 



.. 

I. 

• -3-

''oo ; ittee" 11athe-r than "mer.iber". 

Judge Greenberg felt t~at we shoula try to ~e t cey#men in each istrict to 

keep alive ~he pol·cy of trie Co:nnittee, the purposes or the 001:.mittee, and to 

keep befo e the Zionists our a· s u•1til the next Conventio . • 

The decision of the : c<=>tin.~ ·.1a"' to the effect thut the chairuun oupoint 

two rner::bers fro. each ?.egion who will constitute tremselves ss u corr.· .ittee to 

develop ways tind meuns of securin~ 1{ey Zio'.1ists in every 1)istrict o 

Regions to bring the influe ce of the. - al.icy Cor:Jini ttee into the'tr'~'r4NliMM•td 
I 

e Dist lets . 

• I 
Judge Greenberg brou__.;h t forw rd the 1 .• atter o deter uinin::.., a regul :_r rr~onthly 

eeting date and it w s r! ecidea that i .r . Shapiro should make inquiries into the 

regL1l · r Let ting dates o the Zionist gro·ips ..inc1 select a monthly m · 0ttn~: date 

~hich ·voulr! co. ict e st wi t .1 these 17'.;.Seti 0 ·s . 

P Financial ~eport 118s '=' ive11 by I,:r. ~hapiro to the eff ·ct that as of ~1..p ril 1st, 

the income of the Co ittee had bee ~14 , 461. The xpense for t~e period was 

:il6 ,172.84. \ s of ,pril 1st , there w s a etic t of ;1,711.84. l,JO. Sh oiro 

pointed out that as o the mo;ent we have a deficit of ppro~irw.tely 3 , 000. 
( J • 

ollovri.n 0 the report, the discussion on fund r c.ising ensu • . r . :!'eunc;;.nn 

stated th&.t if tl e rr ei .. bers -:if our Conz:.. i ttee ould all on t11ose uho ttenr ed 

the dinner , e f cl t sure that u sizable • ount could be raised. 

• 'ter a umber of sug e:stio. s ha.d been wade, it ves decider thit th<Y e 

present at the :r.:eetin"" should ussume the obli ·t..tion of r isin S!)eCi.fic nmounts . 

In canvassing the rriewbers present , the folloni. c . itments for fund raising 

were made: 
~ nuel e ann )5 , 000 
Jacques Torczyner{with Chas. 7olf) 3,000 
The Bronx { .bramson, 1ebenson , '1ubinson ) 1,000 
. • I. ~udavslcy 500 
Kalman Ostow 1,000 
Samuel ?erry , nd Sol Low( I.ongl sl .::.ncl) 2,000 

1r . Levy guaranteed to secure substantial ifts fro1 those people whom he 

had induced to a tterx1 the dinner. 
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J NI u I 

The 6hai rman culled on l:r . ... eumunn to give the buc i<grou a for the under-

stand i a of the setting up of the 1.:etropol i tun Inter-Regional Council . .'r . :eun nn 

stated that the setting up o such a body uld be ~ GreHt bennfit to the ?olicy 

Cerami ttee . If our people co •1trolled it, it vould be ct very po:rer ul i strur..ent in 

our und s . lie stated that if there h 1.:1d been stronc• J: etropoli tan :. i onist setup 

i Tith thls body, : ew Yo 

could be devel --ned as a real ce ter of Zionist t "lou ght, thus r.. .... :dng it possible 

for the rnetropol i tan nrea to be in a posit ton to and r l."0S 

public opinion. He further stated that the prot:;rw~ of builc in0 up Zi onism in our 

rea <;Un be 1:hesalv~tion of " i onism in America . 

The Chatr .i n stated that if t he cou :1..,il .rer set-u::_) th.it our represen :;. tives 

on it should c nsider c eception to Dr. Ch· in ':eizm nn -n< ... r . t.vid Ben Gurion 

s:b..ould the come to , eri0a. It w· the feel in; o the meeting that the 1:1e . hers 

present should do everything nossible in o e to s p)ort the stub~ish!!le to the 

iscussed ut the 1.eeting 

s polL.y . ie st ted th t he ...,,~nted to .rnO"T definitely vhc.t our goal was . He 

explui ed th t we had been 10ri{ing in a number of directions und 1 t :. nte,, our 

s i tion on our rr. jor ail clarified • 

.. r . : eu . nn s tt i d that one of our ir ed i ti te objecti. es is to see t it that 

in this ~o untry Lo: lows i n the spirit and lon~ the lines ~ ich 

have been indicctted i r . Silv 's uddress or' : .ur~h 21st. Th ·s could bo o.ccom-

plished y O ttL ~ the .er0 ncy Cou • cil reorganized and l).r . ilver recc..ller1 to its 

uctive 1 rdership. 

Involved in such u procelure are ruvny ~i fic ·lt i s . If r . Silver 
/\ 

under the s ·..1te co it · ons in 11hi.ch h 7 · s for~ed to resi 6 n the Cou 1-...il wonl be 

doomed to and>ther breamown. le oug t to consider under wha t 'Ond i tions ~r . Silver 

should 
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The conditions th~t would r~~~e for an effective pro~edure would be fo r Dr . 

Silver to h ._ve a wor~in.;- r1.-... jo ity within the Council u d l.so to set up soru.e s ort 

of un arrange:r.ient which would prevent the present ZOA leaders from interferin.c~ in 

the wor~in s of the Couv1cil . 

Mr . N'eumc1. nn said that sor:e of our people felt ~ho.t it would be un" i~e for Dr . 

Silver to return to the ~ergency Coone il but he pointed out t hat pol it i.. c..;al hap-

peninJs of great moment were tr•anspirin~ no ~1, th ·· t every cuy And eve.y weelc :l nd 

every rronth --1 S c ~u0i .1 . In this crisis the ~:::rnergency Council is nm: flounc erins. 

Things o.re oing from bad t ~ worse. Sor.:e of our peopl · feel that \78 o:J~rit to 

try to ~):1tch Ui) sorLething qu i..., ,o .y :iow in order to suve th Zionist situ ation. 

l!r • . .Jeumann felt that we ought to •·:_-j,ve the collective v,isdom o~· our people 

on this subject . 

whether he would be prepared to be J. candidat e for the 1:r esidency of the ZOA ani 

Dr. Silver had ansv,ered " I f necess r~1, yes. " 1: r . :Teumann said that r' r . Silver 

felt the. t it was ne ces sury to h1:1 ve the kind of dr.;. i 1 i strnt ion in the Z'\.\ rh ich 

would ba~c up the kind of constructive policy ,1 wa t . If it oould Le uccomplished 

by Dr . ilver tu 1cdnu the pres id ency of the .::: ru , he 10uld be prepared to sto.nd for 

election. It moy be possible that v:e mi ht ind sor-e other ca id.ate lfttlmror the 

presidency of the z0 who wo·.1ld carry on ·..,his ·norr<:.. Dr . Silver had no ixed notions 

or opinions about it. 

, Dr . 0ilver did not believe thut a nyth ing wc- uld come out of the p u e tc1 k t ha t 

was .r.r ev , lent ..1t the moment ana that vhe 9011. tical s ituntion v10ulc lJecooe even \Vors e 

before those persons in J?011 r reli'1quish th' t gower . 

1.'r . ecJ1r. n felt ... hat if Dr . Silver ' s fr ien1 s and. fol lo· ers v1ere , ... greed that 

he should .1ot a ep into the ~er&;ency Council but wait until the 1,,;onvention am make 
• 

sure of the ZOA A41ninistratio , that he would take tis very ser iousl 1 into ~ccount 
I , 

4/' -i' 

bef or e accept in~ re t urn to pol itical leadership. 

li.r . r:1o rczyner stated that we ought to set up a cornr.ii ttee vh • ch \70 !Jla come out 

'Nitr definite pi,oposals with reference to the mergency '~ounc il , which 01lld put 

the "~ I"\ in a posit·on that they would have to rna~ce counter proposals . 
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i .. r • .?erry said that we preac il i tancy tll t we ,. o not pr1:1ctice it bec· ... u se we have 

not t &ken aggressive steps in order to ~eep ~ e ~C- leadership on the defensive . 

Lr. 3hapiro stated that tho • ggressive stc0 nas tL-::en us tLe :Jolic,y Cai ittee when 

it h&d 146 leading Zionists si:;n u tel gram to the Z ~. 0 resident . The setti s up of t11e ,,, , 
~~~~a t cuce cor1:mi ttee ··,as ...... defensive step on the J:Nrt of th Z l' follo :i the 

telegram. He said that our tt..vtivs .. a. been to :reep the ~. o t1 e de.1..e11sive t ...... 11 tir:,es. 

The Chai . on stc1~ed thut - e popular sent· .ant ,101 -:- Zi nists is t...guinst the present 

leaders or the ,,_,..._ and not with theri. He did not believe thut he present l ude s .,,.ould 

give up the reins of the 7. . • They ure shudovr boxing to keep the issue alive throu .,hout 

the country until the Convention • 

• Abramson thought that the primary objective is to reorganize • the .t.mergency 

reorganize _.. the ZOA. hat has happened in the Emergency ~ouncil is a eapon 

in our hands in hich we have the support of the Zionist constituency. 1'he appointment 

' of the peace committee by the Administration may~ stray in one gesture a gooa deal 

of the gains which i e have achieved. He tho ht 1 a im ortant to counteract this 

move,to designate a peace committee from the rolicy vommittee, and thus forc•·---the 

ZOA into a position of co ultin wft this vommittee on any peace proposals hich 

they may bring forward. 

ivr . rtuc:avsky felt that the peace committee 01' the ZOA is a maneuver and is not 

sine re. lf we are to hoid our people, we must finu some methoa to conteract the 

proposal of the ZOA peace committee, hen and if it kes one. ,e shoulo go on record 

as inaicating that ~r . Silver should not deal ~1th the Z peace co ittee ut to 

refer any proposal to a committee of the rican ~ionist rolicy Go.mittee . 



MINUTES OP EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
"MERIC .. N ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE 
55 West 42 Street, New York, N. Y. 

Wednesday Evening, April 18, 1945 

The meeting wae called to order et 8:,0 P. M. 

Present: Judge ~nuel Greenberg, ChAirmAn; M~rcue Abramson, Emanuel Halpern, 

Leon Kohn, Arthur Lebenson, Max Levy, Sol Low, Harold P. Manson, EmAnuel Net.lDlRnn, 

K. Oetow, SAmuel Perry, Moses Rubinson, J. I. RudBveky, HArry L. ShApiro, --
JAcquee Torczyner, A. Tuvim. 

Mr. NeufflCinn gave e full And comprehensive review of the current aituqtion. 

~r.~~ thAt he h•d written a letter to Dr. Goldstein, which he hAs not 

yet m•iled, expressing with gre~t frAnkneee hie feelings on the controversy. The 

chAirmQn opined th~t he would not write such A letter bec~use the contrclling body 

ie not interested in the cause. 

It W8s the feeling of Mr. thAt we should build up A record; thqt we should 

Act As if we wented A reconcilietion. (Thie wAe out of order Pnd the ch,:.irn,,n re

oueeted thet the AgendR be followed). 

The chAirmAn etAted th~t there WAe much constructive work to be done by the 

AZPC: expunsion of membership in Greater New York; fund-reieing; Metropoliten 

Inter-Regional Council. This would give the Policy Coumittee ~ working program. 
p ~..:.c 

Mr.\o remArked thAt he did not eee where membership f-i'tre 1n with our work 

since the Policy Committee w~e to conctrn itself with the politicAl phAee. Mr. 

Sh~piro explAined the end•reeult of such e membership drive, pArticulArly in 

terms of the next ZOA convention. 

A suggestion wae made for the deeign~tion of RegionAl repreeentetives. It wee 

suggested that one or two influentiql people of eAch district be cAlled in And 

diecuee the nf.ltter, which could then be relAyed to groups. The chAirmEln e~id 

he would appoint~ chBirmAn of eAeh ~egion And tAke up with him the plAn of 

getting together with the repreeentetivee of eAch district in hie Region and 
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work out wqye of getting key men in eech district. It WAS pointed out that this 

undertaking should not be •ntegonietic And thAt before Rnything is done there 

should bee discussion of the entire lifltter with the cl1lirmen And others. Mr. 

NeUJnAnn felt tl'itt we should put these people through A process of eduo,ition. 

Mr.~ eRid he h 0 d cont~cted districts ~nd found key men were with us but were 

not Raked to join. It WAS hie thinking that if we hRd some sort of form it 

could be sent to key men.Mr. Torczyner thought group discueeione were most ef-

fective; eV 
Mr V eAid he wrote to eight sponsors of the Dinner from the Bronx district 

• Pnd five aent in enrollment cerds ~n the Committee. He stated tMt en overwhelm-

ing mAjority ere with us ~nd thet we c•n get memberthip. 

Mr. suggested thAt e comm.ittet be ~ppointed or hAve Mr. Nel.lJZWl!nn or Mr. 

Shapiro heRd the committee. the Cheirm n eRid th~t it this met with the ApprovAl 

of the members he would eppoint such Q committee. Mr. !eunitnn declined. 

Mr.(~Aeked if, Assuming Dr. Silver returned to the Col.mcil or the ZOA, 

would the Policy Committee continue to exist. tr. eumsnn felt thAt there would 

be good reAaon to continue the Policy Committee beyond V-08.y to c•rry on the 

fight until the Convention. He seid it might be very deeir~ble to continue to 

have euoh ~ body in order to convey to the people the wishes of the Zionists. 

Mr.~wqnted to know what the purpose WPS in creAting ~es sentiment in 

fAvor of the Silver progrqm. He eqid that when ·,ou go out for membership you 

find people believe in Silver but Pre not reedy to become members. Thus, the 

vAst mAes of support ie deliberetely reduced by excluding those who sre not 

members. 

The chPirman replied thAt w should try to get key men in eAch district to 

keep Alive the policy or the Committee, the purpose of the Comnittee, and keep 

before the Zioniete our im until the next /onvention. 

Mr. Ne\,lD:lQnn etAted thAt we hPve to heve chAnnele through which inforn:,.tion 

qnd ideAe cen be dieseminAted, And these chAnnele ou ht to be Active Zionist 
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leAders in ell districts Qll over the count ry. 

Mr.~Aid that we ought to ch•nge some things th•t ere h•rmful to the move

ment. The word "member" ie e misnomer. We should stress the word "committee." 

Mr. suggested thAt we hAve more thAn one or two key men from each dis-

trict. The chAirmc-n felt th~t two would be sufficient to cootrol the work in eAch 

district. Mr. NeumAnn stAted we should h~ve one or two from eRch district whom we 

wvuld w~nt to serve on the committee; And there should be ~dditionRl nAmee of those 

to be plAoed on the JllAiling list. 

The •tter ot determining a regulAr monthly meetinc P 

, f'I 
I ' 

uf'P i 1 s, len a C(, t'1ict , ith th~ f'o ·r Re-,·i n . 

A finc.tnci 1 rep>rt by Mr. Shllpiro f' llo•&. 

Oper:. diseu.••ion ct\ t.h• •tter of financee ensued. Mr. Neu~nn thought thAt 

contribution. Mr. ~ ~aked the people who attended the Dinner would llf'ke 

if we could get Dr. Silver to speak et the Long n,1,1:~,,._.,_ ,1r. ShApiro 
~ .,. 

eqid we need some people to follow through on the Dinner,poop¼-e. Mr. Oetow e~id 
" 

he would undertake to r•iae Sl000. Mr.~ • 111 guAr•ntee aubst•ntiAl gifts 

f rom those who oqme to the Dinner whom he wAs r esponsible for. Mr. Neum~nn eug-

geeted thAt eAoh ought to undert~ke to try to Aohi ve certAin minimum quota 

Among the people who were t the Dinner. The chAi~n will eend.J.ist of names. 

Mr. Tuvim sAid thet there ~re About ,50 cont cte for contributi one. He thou ht 

that the men who sponsored the t~bles would be the men we would h~ve to work 

with. The chAir n wAs ~eal.lDing that every member •ttending tonight's meeting 

would tiqke care of his obligetion. Mr. Neu:D:Pnn stgted t~t he will undertfllke 
e 

to eeoure/$5000 contribution. A contribution of 1500 wda promised by Mr. 

Rud veky. Mr. Perry prom:ieed aever9l thous~nd doll rs from Long IslAnd. Mr. 

Torczyner felt he could raise 1,000. The Bronx people will r iae $1000. 

A record of the people w~o ttended the Dinner will be given to the member, qt

tending the meeting tonight in order to contact them. 
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The MetropolitAn Inter-Regionel Col.lllcil wAs next tqken up. Mr. Neut:Wlnn gqve 

the background of the Council. He s~id there ie nothing more important for us 

At the present time th~n to get thi e body created. lt is A very par erful instru-
1 

ment in our h~nde. He etqted thAt if there h~d been R strong Metropolit~n Zionist 

set-up in the p•st whRt hAe h~p~ened would not hAve tRken plqce. Summerizing 
B 

briefly Mr. Neum~nn e'llid thet/New York Zionists hnve / speciAl pl1:1ce qnd responsi-

bility becRuee they ere much closer to things then Zionists thro~hout the country. 

New York Zionists Rre in a posit ion to repreeent Zionist public opinion. It can 

crente in New York~ reAl center of Zionist thought. Building up Zionism in the 

Metropolitan AreA can be tne e~lvation of Zionism in America. 

Mr. Abramson was 9?Df!zed et the necessity of a Metropolitan Inter-Regional 

Council. Thie ide~ had been thought of for yeArs but the Administration bed 

blocked them; snd the Answer was the est~blishment of the Metropolitan office. 

There wqe some discussion on the Lewieohn stadium R,!ily and the sen FrAncisco 

Conference • 
. 

The ehair~n stAted that the Committee should consider A reception to Dr. Cheim 

Weizmann And Mr. O!vid ben Gurion . .J.........,..~,_....cr 
.,. , .. .. 

l ' ,(_./ 1 r,.,~- ..__,, I A.,.('_ • 

Mr. Perry eaid we discussed the ideA of expanding the Policy Committee ~nd 

plRnning to rqiee the neceea!ry f unds. He felt that one of the moat import~nt 

things of the Committee is to diecuea policy ~nd he wqnted to know definitely 
tA whet wRs our goal; he wRe confused qbout the mqtter. Mr. Neuu:,.nn clerified tliri:-a 

aie-t:ter for him. He eAid that the nttjor goql is to see to it thAt or~nized Zion

ism in this country follows in the spirit And qlong the lines which hRve been in

dicated qnd which Dr. Silver's 8ddreas eumm~rizea. The objective is to get 

American Zionists to move in Dr. Silver's direction. This cqn be accomplished 
re 

by getting the Emergency Council/org-tnized. Behind the Emergency Council there 
\ 

is the ZOA '•dministrat ion which is fully tied in and supports th0 t kind of leq der
~ 

ship. The reorganiz~tion of the Council itself w-H-¼ be doomed to another break
to get 

down. On this point there Are differences of opinion. Some think/the Emergency 

Council »m•l• to recall Dr. Silver. Under wh~t conditions ought Dr. Silver 

go bAck? Then they reAlize thet the ID"tter is infinitely more oanplic~ted. 



There is no use in trying to patch up now with the Emergency Council. Mr. Ne'UJ11'11nn 

felt thAt we must w" it and go to the next Convention ~nd begin At the botiom to eee 
to _,., } ,..,... 

that the ZOA hue the right kind of Administration qnd/ cA rry thr~gh. ,ome ~y e'ly 
I\ 

thet this is unpAtriotic. In the meqntime, everything ie hn p pening. Every month 

now ie cruciel. The Emergency Council is floundering. We cannot W8it. They esy 

we ought to try to patch up something quickly now in order to sAve the Zionist 

situRtion. Mr. NeumAnn eqid we ought to h~ve collective wisdom. There is no 

point in Dr. Silver's going beck to the Emerge~ Council with one or two of hie 

supporters unless the Council is reorg~nizedJ~ there is A f'eir prospect of 

neeeeea~ 1 

It w,e suggested by RAbbi Peuer that the Policy Comnittee should explore~ 

basis for p~~ce. Our out for propoeAls for peqce. 

~ Mr. Neunt.tnn~~eked Dr. Silver (in JAnuAry) w ether he would be preJt!red to 

be ~ cqndidiitte for the presidency of the ZOA, tt.nd Dr. Silver answered, "If 

neceee-.ry, yes." It is importBnt thAt we hqve th kind of Administrution in 

the ZO.' which will back up the kind of policy we w~nt. If it cen only be qc-
. J 

compliehed by Me taking the presidency, he would be prepqred to do it. We 

~y find qnother cqndidste for the presidency of the ZOA who would carry on the 

work. Dr. Silver had no fixed notions or opinions ~bout it. Hie present mood 

is thAt he does not bell ve much will cane out of the p~ce tAlk At present. 

The politie~l eituAtion will become even worse before the present po er le re-

linquiehed. Dr. Wise ~ etAted that if we do not get Anything out of &In 

Frencieco we will ~11 hqve to turn to Dr. Silver. Dr. Silver f ele thRt if 

they qre prepared to go Ref r As necess~ry to effect A reorgAnizAtion of the 

Bmergency Council to get workin jority, that he would be prep~red to con-

eider it. On the other hAnd, Mr. Ne\.Uil"nn felt thAt if hie friends And 'ollowere 

were greed thAt even then he should not etep in but wit until the Convention 

And m ke sure of the ZOA Adminiat?'dticn, he would take this v ry seriously in

to account. 
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Mr. Perry e~id th~t we preAch militency but do not prActi c e it And we ought 

to work out policies qlong thoee lines. 

Mr. Torczyner felt thet we hAve to fight for the presidency of the ZOA and 

that we should Appoint A committee for thie purpose ~nd mAke some very definite 

propoeele, such as the reor~nizAtion of the Emergency Council ae Dr. Silver 

wqnte it, etc. If we come out with very definite And logieRl proposAls, they 

would hqve to llflke counter propoe~ls. 

The cheir~n did not ~gree with either one of the lAet two members. He did 

not feel thAt we should be A militent group And etAted thAt the popular senti

ment Among Zionists regqrding the l~ders in the ZQA is against them And not 

with them. As for Mr. Torczyner's suggestion, they ill not give up the reins 

of the ZOh. They are shadow-boxing to keep the issue Alive throughout the 

country until the Convention. 

Mr. Abramson thought the primary objective ie to reorg"nize not the Emer

gency Council but to reor~nize the ZOA. What hBe hAppened in the Emergency 

Council ie ~ we8pon in our h9nds in which we hAve the support of the Zionist 

constituency. By the Appointment of a peAce committee the Administration can 

destroy in one gesture e good deal of the gains we have echievedJtbftt we will 

lose the weapon with which we AnticipAte to capture the Convention. He thought 

it w~e import~nt end vit~l to eounterAot this move by the deeign~tion of e 

peAce com:nittee from the Policy Committee, thus forcing them in a position 

where Qny pence propos~l by this peace comnitteo hQe t u be consulted. 

Mr. RudAveky s~id the movement is greater. We must consider its ~specta, 

objectives, end m~neuvering}• The peAce conmittee of the ZoA is a mAneuver end 

ie not sincere. We Are interested, he eAid, in keeping our own people solidly 

united. We must ind some method where if the ZOA peace committee does some

thing it must deal not only with Dr. Silver but Aleo with A committee of the 

American Zionist Policy Committee. He stated t~t Mr. Lipsky hAs some sort of 

a plan. He Aleo felt thAt the generel preee ought to know thet there wee a 

meeting of the Executive And thqt we diecuaeed the problem end in some general 

wey sey how we feel about it. /He mentioned A speech which Mr. ,riach delivered 

I 
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lest Sund~y. / He felt thet we ought to Appoint A subcommittee to study problems on 

mAneuvere ~nd mQke sure thAt we do not fall into some trep th8t they mAy be 

planning for us. He et~ted it wee not only A llfltter of Dr. Silver Alone. There 

Are the r'lnk And file of Zionists who Are interested in the ~tter. 

Mr. Shepiro recalled ~n incident in Dr. Silver's cAndid~cy of the ZOA. Dr. 

Silver said th~t he wee willing to le~d e movement to bring ebout reforms in the 

Zionist OrgAnizAtion. 

The cheir~n seid thet the next move should come from the Emergency Council. 

Hefel~ thAt if we keep Zionists Acau8inted with whet is being done we ere doing 

our shAre. Hes~ we hAve to bide our time until we have the Convention. 

Mr. Abramson was of the opinion thAt we should also designQte e peAce com

mit tee. He moved that en appropriete committee of five be appointed ~nd th~t 

the appointment of such e committee ~nd its objectives be given wide publicity. 

This wee then ch~nged to he recommends that such~ committee be qppointed. 

He wented recommend~tion to come out of the committee (? ) to the Executive Com

mi~tee th~t such a committee be appointed. 

Mr. NeuntJnn suggested that A committee be Appointed to study conditions under 

which unity cen be eetAbliehed in the Zionist movement,and then such~ committe 

cQn come out with unioniz~tion of two or three persons which III.let be respected 
~ "rl ... 

if unity is to be ~chieved., (1) Dr. Silver must be recAlled to t he direction of 

the politic~l effort. (2) This is impossible unless conditions within the 

Emergency Council Are mqde to insure that he will function without being up 

egainet An impossible set-up. (') It must be ~seured that the ZOA shall give 

its complete cooperetion to the policies which will be pursued. 

Mr. Perry eAid th~t we must try out eone constructive policies. 

Mr. Torczyner aeid that the peace committee hes decided to 'ID"ke ~11 communi

cations directly to Dr. Silver. Dr. Silver should insist th~t p~ce negotietions 

should go through the Policy Committee. 

Mr. NeumAnn felt thAt if we were to Appoint A nAtionAl policy comnittee con

sisting of he de of chairmen of~ hAlf dozen important regiona throughout the 

country, th~t they would Also be in~ difficult position in discussion with them. 
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The motion wqe eArried. It will be conveyed to the NAtionAl Executive Com

mittee for ~ction. 

The meeting Adjourned qt 11:,o P. M. 



MINUTES OF THE f ErING OF THE GREATE r YORK EXECUTIVE CO ,II'rTEE 

PRESENT: 

Judge Emanuel Greenberg (presiding),. ~cus br son, Emanuel Halpern, 
Leon Kopn, rthur Lebenson, i. ax Levy, Sol Low, Emanuel eum.ann, Kalman Ostow, 
Samuel erry, • oses rtubinson, Jochanon I. Rudavsky, Jacques Torczyner. 

Harold P . anson, Harry L. Shapiro, be Tuvim. 

REPORT OF '\1A.NllliL NEUi • 

The Chairman called on • Emanuel Neumann to give a report on the current 
situation, l • Neuma.nn described activity in various Regions and Districts, a 
review of the situation involving the establishment of the ZOA "peace" c01wnittee, 
the situation at San Francisco, and the Lewisohn 'tadium Rally. 

THE AGE 

The Chairman requested that discussion be !'oresta.lled on the report until 
after we had completed the business included in the agenda of the meeting. Ie 
listed these items as: (1) the expansion of membership in Greater New York, 
(2) Financial eport and fund raising, (3) the erican Zionist Policy Co ittee's 
relationship to the proposed ! etropolitan Inter-Reg ional Uouncil. 

EXPA IBIO OF L., ERSHIP 

Mr . Perry questioned the procedure with reference to the expansion of mem
bership, indicating that we were not a membership organization ut our Committee 

as set up primarily to concern itself with the political aspects of the movement, 

r. Shapiro atte pted to clarify the ~eaning of mem ership expansion in terms 
of securing key people in each District to associate themselves with the Committee 
in order to extend the influence 01' the Cammi ttee into every District in the four 
Regions in Greater New York. This was necessary in order that the lolicy Committee 
might receive the support of the Districts henever the next ZOA Convention is 
to be held • 

• Neunann suggested that a committee be named in each Region which would 
review our position in each District and attempt to get support in the Districts 
where we have no support or to line up adaitional members in Districts here our 
support is as yet inadequate. 

Mr. Perry Suggested that a good procedur to follo for etting support ould 
be to call a meeting of interested peoples from various Districts and expl in the 
situation to them, seeki their support. • Low felt that e should move very 
carefully and should work on an individual basis rather than callin a roup 
meeting for the purpose. • Lo said that he had spoken with a number of Zionist 
District leaders in the past weeks o were interested in supporting our pro ram 
but had not been asked to join the Committee. 
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Mr. Abramson said that he had written to eight sponsors of the Dr. Silver 
Testimonial Dinne!' from the Bronx Region ana five of them had sent in applica
tion cards to the Committee. He stated that the overwhelming majority of 
District leaders in the Bronx are sympathetic t o our point of view and if in
vited he felt they would go along with us. 

Mr. Perry posed the question: Vill the Policy Committee continue to 
function if Dr . Silver is returned to leadership in the Zionist l!.tIIlergency Council? 

Mr. Neumann expressed himself to the effect that there would be very good 
reason to continue the ~olicy Committee beyon~ such an appointment in order to 
carry the fight to the Convention. He said it would be most desirable to continue 
to have such a body in order to express the wishes of the .rank and file of the 
ZOA. It was necessary, he stated, that we have channels through which information 
and ideas may be disseminated and these channels ought to be through the active 
Zionist leaders in all Districts throughout the country. ..!for this purpose, we 
should expand our membership and add additional names to our mailing list. 

Mr. Perry felt that the word "member" would be misleading. We are not a 
membership organization and do not want to put ourselves in a position of being 
a competing organization of other Zionist membership organizations. , e should 
find a different term for our affiliates. In our publicity, we shoula stress 
the word "committee·' rather than "member''. 

Judge Greenberg felt that we should try to get key-men in each District 
to keep alive the policy of the Committee, the purposes of the Committee, and 
to keep before the Zionists our aims until the next Convention. 

The decision of the meeting was to the effect that the chairman appoint 
two members from each Region who will constitute themselves as a committee to 
develop ways and means of securing key Zionists in every District of their 
Regions to bring the influence of the Policy Committee into the Districts. 

REGULAR 4,10NI'HLY :vIE.!!."'TING DATE 

Judge Greenberg brought t'orward the matter of determining a regular monthly 
meeting date anu it was decided that ~1.r . Shapiro should make inquiries into the 
regular meeting dates of the Zionist groups and select a monthly meeting date 
which would conflict least with these meetings. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

A Financial Report was given by ur . hapiro to the effect that as of 
April 1st, the income of the Committee had been ·14,461. The expense for the 
period was '16,1?2.84. As of April 1st, there was a deficit of ~l,?ll .84. Mr . 
Shapiro pointed out that as of the moment we have a deficit of approximately 3,uoo. 

FUND RAISING 

Following the report, the discussion on fund raising ensued. . Neumann 
stated that if the members of our Committee would call on those who attended 
the dinner, he felt sure that a sizable amount could be raised. 
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After a num er of suggestions had been made, it was decided that those pres-
ent at the meeting should assume the o ligation of r a ising specific amounts. In 
canvassing the members present, the following commitments for fund raising were made: 

Emanuel Neumann 
Jacques Torczyner (with Charles olf) 
The Bronx {Abramson, Lebenson, Rubinson ) 
Jochanon I. Rudavsky 
halman Ostow 
Samuel erry & Sol Low (for Long Island ) 

• 5, 000 
3, 000 
1,000 

500 
1, 000 
2, 000 

Ylr. Levy guaranteed to secure su stantial g ifts from thos people horn 
he had induced to attend the dinner. 

1~ 'TRO OLIT I NTL'R-llliG ION.n.L GOU! C lL 

The Chairman called on •. ~. fel.1Dl8.nn to give the a c kground f or the un er-
sttln ing of the setting up of the 1 etropolitan Inter-Hegional Council. Mr. Neumann 
stated that the setting up of such a boay could be a great benefit to the .t·Olicy 
Committee. If our people controlled it, _1 t could be a very powerful in t rument 
in our hands. He stated that if there had been a strong metropolitan L. ionist 
setup, what has happened would not have taken place. ith this body, New York 
could be ·developed as a rea l center of Lionist thought, thus making it possible 
for the metropolitan area to be in a position to create Zionist public op 1rion. 
He further stated that the program of uilding up ~ionism i our area can be 
the salvation of Zionism in erica. 

The Chairman stated that if the counci were s~t up that our representatives 
on it should consider a reception to Dr. Ch im · eizmann anct i r. David Ben Gurion 
should t hey come to Merica. twas the feeli of the meeting that the members 
present should ao everything possible in order t o support the estab l ishment of 
the proposed r1etropoli tan Inter-Regional Uounc il. 

DISCUSSION O J POLICY 

Mr. Perry felt that the most important matter to be discussed at the ,1eeting 
was policy. He stated that he wanted to kno definitely what our goal was. He 
explained that we had been work ing in a number of directions and he wanted our 
position on our major aim clarified . 

• Neumann saia that one of our immediate o ·actives is to see to it that 
organized ionism in this country follows in the spirit and alon the lines 
hich have been indicated in . ilver's address of rch 21st. This could 

be accomplished by gettin the ~ergency Uouncil reorganized and Dr. Silver re
called to its active leadership. ~nvolved in such a pr ocedure are ny diffi
culties. If Dr. ilver returned under the same conditions in which he was 
forced to resign. the Council woul be doomed to another breakQown. e ought 
to consider uncter what conaitions r. ' ilver should go ack, if Zionist pu lie 
opinion forces the present leaders to invite him tor turn. 

1.rhe conditions t t at would make for an effective procedure would be for 
ur. Silver to have a working majority within the ~ouncil and also to set up 
s::>me sort of an arrangement which would revent the present ZOA leaders from 

interfering in the orkings of the Council. 
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Mr. Neumann said that sane of our people felt that it would be unwise for 
Dr. Silver to return to the Emergency Uouncil but he pointed out that political 
happenings of great moment were transpiring now, that every day anct every week 
and every month was crucial. n this crisis the Emergency Council is now 
floundering. Things are going from bad to woxse. Some of our people feel 
that we ought to try to patch sanething up quickly now in order to save the 
Zionist situation. 

Mr. Neumann felt that we ought to have the collective wisdom of our people 
on this subject. He pointed out that he had asked Dr . Silver in January whether 
he would be prepared to be a candidate for the presidency of the ZOA and Dr. 
Silver had answered "If necessary, yes." Mr . Ieumann said that Dr. Silver felt 
that it was necessary to have the kind of administration in the ZOA which would 
back up the kind of constructive policy we want. If it could be accomplished by 
Dr. Silver taking the presidency of the ZOA , he would be prepared to stand for 
election. It may be possible that we might find sane othtr candidate for the 
presidency of the ZOA who would carry on1his work. Dr. Silver had no fixed 
notions or opinions about it. 

Dr. Silver did not believe that anything would come out of the peace talk 
that was prevelent at the moment and that the political situation would become 
even vorse before those persons in power relinquish that power. 

Mr. Neumann felt that if Dr . Silver's friends and followers were agreed 
that he should not step into the :hmergency Council but wait until the Convention 
and make sure of the ZOA Administration, that he would take this very seriously 
into account before accepting an invitation to return to political leadership. 

Mr. Torczyner stated that we ought to set up a committee which would come 
out with definite proposals with reference to the :Flnergency Council, which 
would put the ZOA in a position that they woul have to make counter proposals. 

Mr. erry said that we preach militancy but we do not practice it because 
we have not t aken aggressive steps in order to keep the ZOA leadership on the 
defensive. 

u. Shapiro stated that the aggressive step was taken by the Policy Committee 
when it had. 14b leading Zionists sign a telegram to the ZOA President . 1rhe settirg 

up of the ZOA "peace'' committee was a defensive step on the part of the ZOA 
following the telegram. He said that our tactics had been to keep the ZOA on 
the defensive at all times. 

The Chairman statea that the popular sentiment among Zionists is against 
the present leaders of the ZOA and not with them. le did not believe that the 
present leaders would give up the reins of the ZOA. They are shadow oxing to 
keep the issue alive throughout the country until the Convention. 

Mr. Abramson thought that th~ primary objective is not to reorganize the 
Emergency Council but to reorganize the ZOA. '~hat has happened in the E.nergency 
Council is a we pon in our hanc:1s in which we have the support or the Zionist 
constituency. The appointment of the "peace 0 committee by the Administration 
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may destroy in one gesture a good deal of the cains Which we have achieved. 

He thought it was important to counteract this move, to designate a peace 

commi tte.e from the Policy Committee, anct thus force the ZO into a posit ion 

of consulting with this Committee on any peace proposals which they may 

bring forward • 

. Rudavsky felt that the peace committee of the ZOA is a maneuver and 

is not sincere. lf we are to hold our people, we must find sane method to 

counteract the proposal of the ZO peace committee, when and if it makes one. 

e should go on record as indicating that Dr. Silver should not deal ith the 

ZOA peace committee but to refer any proposal to a committee of the American 

Zionist olicy ~ommittee. he recommended that e appoint a sub-committee to 

study the problems of the maneuvers and make certain that we do not fall into 

the trap which they may be planting for us. 'l'his is not a matter of Lr. Silver 

alone, but of the rank and file ~ionists who are interested in the matter. 

The Chairr an stated that the next move ought to come from the Lmergency 

Council. 1e should keep the Zionists acquainted with what is being done but 

we shoula • ide our time until we have the Convention. 

iliC Ul,.u, 

1vlr. bramson moved that an appropriate coounittee of five be appointed and 

that the appointment of such a commi t tee and its o jectives be given ide ub

licity. hen it was pointed out that the Greater .ew York Lxecutive was not 

empowered to appoint such a. committee, l\.,r. bramson changed his motion to rec

ommend that the National ~xecutive be requested to ppoint such a ccmmittee . 

.v r. .1.'orczyner seconded the motion. 

In appointing such a committee, i,1r. eumann pointed 
should be heads of egions or important Districts thro 
such men were called to serve on the committee, the ZO 
position if it refused to discuss the matter 1th them. 

'l'he mot ion carried unanimously. 

e meeting actjourned at 11:30 p.m. 
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MINUTES OF THE 

AMERICA ZIONISI' POLICY CO ITTEE 

Er ING OF THE GREATER NEW YORK EXECUTIVE COM .ITT EE 

TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1945 

Present: Judge Emanuel Greenberg, presiding; Isidore Fine, Phil Laser, 
Max Levy, Emanuel Neumann, tloses Rubinson, J. I. Rudaveky, David piegel, Morrie 
Weinberg, Morris Zelden. 

Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Harry A. steinberg, Abe Tuvim. 

The meeting was called to order at 9 P. M. 

The minutes of the meeting of April 18, 1945 were read by r. Shapiro. 

The chairman asked if there were any objections to the minutes. There being 

none, the minutes wer adopted as read. 

Mr. Shapiro asked the chairman whether in the future the minutes should be 

full or brief. The chairman felt that since the discussions are of a confidential 

nature and the minutes are not distributed, th y e hould be full. 

The chairman aek~d Mr. Shapiro to give a r port of the meeting held with Dr. 

Silver at the Conmodore Hotel on April 27 . regarding he "p sce 11 committee. 

Mr. Shapiro explained that Dr. Silver was contacted by telephone and that it 

wae agreed to select a group of leaders who represented Zionist maeeee, es indi

cated by Mr . Neumann at the last meeting, to confer on the matter. A surm:nary of 

the decisions arrived at at th eting was made by readin a letter which Mr. 

Shapiro sent to a few members who were not present at the meeting. 

r. Fine asked if the letter was in the form of minutes. Mr. Shapiro re-
, 

plied that minutes ere not kept at that time. 

The chairman stated that no publicity should be given to the "peace II co -

mittee matter and urged that it be kept confidential. 

MBERS IIP EXPANSION REPORT 

. Perry was not present to give hie report. 

Mr. Sp~egel reported on Brooklyn. He surveyed the Brooklyn situation and 

mea ured the Districts in terms of counting noeee at a Convention and divided 

the Brooklyn Districts into three groups: (1) pr ponderently in our favor; (2) 

to b counted out; (3) mixed teeling. The overall picture he would eay that if 
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a Convention were held today he estimated that Brooklyn would go 80 per cent pro

Silver because the bigger Districts in the Region are strongly pro-Silver. He 

then gave a report on all the Districts, as follows: District #14 (Eastern Park

way) - almost unanimously pro-Silver. District #14 (Brownsville) - same holds 

true here. District #17 tBoro Park) - can count on Rudaveky. District #';9 ( Sea 

Gate) - can safely count on it almost unanimously. Distr ict# (Flatbueh) -

(Mr. Lasser here reported) - about 90 per cent. Dietriot ~ (Manhat tan 3eaeh) -

ours. District #,7 (Rugby) - same holds true. (Mr. Lasser interposed by say-

ing not completely - about 75 per cent~. District #42 (Ocean Parkway) - safely 

oure. Mr. Spiegel stated that there are three Dietricte which can be marked off: 

District #19 (Beneonhurat) - possibility of getting one-half of t he del gates. 

Benaonhurst is an important District in Brooklyn in number and influence. The 

situation has changed since report was written and we can look for more support. 

The rabbi is with ue. District #27 (Brandeis) - Arnold Razosky for the Adminis

tration. He is hard to break through; logieel thinker. It is not an important 

District in terms of number. District #54, (Proep ot ) - ~mx Goldberg and E. Laeaar 

lined up solidly for Administration but beginn ing t o waver; Goldberg is waveri . 

One District which ie neutral or undecided is District #2, (Parkside ) . Oscar 

Kahn is still against us. 

The chairman asked what ie being done about Districts that are doubtful. 

Mr. Spiegel etated that Wil l iamsburg is unimportant - 86 members. iartu 

ill•• Kings District - e have one friend, Sidney Groaemn. Not strong at present. 

? - Thinks we will have that District. stephen Wise Distri ct - 1000 members; 

can swing it. District #56 - there was a substantial represent tion at dinner; 

very sincere lot. At the time of the dinner they had not made up their minde but 

now see it the Silver way. 

As to the Dietriota where there is some doubt, . Spiegel felt that we have 

to handle it quietly and on an independent baeie. He said he believed we have 

been successful in lining up men who formerly were absolutely neutral or definite

ly against ue and woo are now receptive to listening to diecueeions and show 

' 



definite eigne and leanings towards our point o~ view. 

The chairman aeked what hae been decided upon, whether any men were selected 

in each District. 

Mr. Tuvim said there are Districts in Brooklyn where we have no repr sent -

tives of the Policy Committee and there should be eome. 

The chairman said it ie the duty of the designated people to see that this 

ie done. 

Mr. Laeaar felt that he and h~r. Spiegel could do the work and wanted to lmow 

exactly what was to be done in order to make a man a member of the AZPC and what 

the member receives. 

The chairman said that they must be convinced that the man ie pro-Silver. 

Mr. Spi gel believed caution must be exereieed. 

There wae eome diecueeion on how to judge a ma~ as pro-Silver. 

The chairman stated that key men should bed sign ted in each Distri t to 

carry on the work of the AZPC in the District . 

. Spiegel aeked whether the sympathy oft e Zionist leaders in each Dis

trict should be secured, to enlist their aid for Silver work, which would be n 

assignment of a higher character and they might be willing to do this. 

The chairman said you cannot split hairs that way • 

. Fine auestioned the wisdom of such reaueete of the lay people. Could 

e inspire people to that extent to be of assietance to the movement? He knew 

that Dr. Silver's address at the dinner inspired the people, and if th t inspira

tion could be maintained we would have an army of people continually inspired. He 

asked the officere what hes b en done or what ie being done in that d reotion. He 

asked whether any inspirational letters had been sent out; he never received any. 

Mr. Fine was told what literature, etc. has been mailed out. 

Mr. Fine aleo said that he would like to see Zioni1ta called together by 

us, talk to them, and put them wise ae to what is going on. 

r. Shapiro informed Mr. Fine that this is being done outside of lew ork 

but not in New York. 
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The chairman stated that the group decided at the last meeting to keep alive 

the failure on the part of the Z.O.A. Administration to function at this most 

critical hour in Jewish history and also to keep alive the diepute between the 

Z.O.A. and Silver. This will certainly come to a head if we have a Conventi n. 

The time element between now and the Convention depends on when the war will be 

over. We still hove to keep the issue alive before the Zionists, and the key men 

in each Zionist District must do this; meetings alone will not do it. Some of our 

most ardent Zionists are interested in the Z.O.A. and the U.J.A. If they are ardent 
pro-Silver they ill carry the message. 

&!r. Zelden said you might find pro-Silverites but they may not be able to do 

the job. He felt that in addition to fine key people there should be speakers on 

the Silver issue. Key men should arrange at least two meetings where a member of 

the Committee should be invited to speak. He mentioned the Bensonhurst District, 

which has a 1 rge number of members, as bein one that will come along with us. 

The chairman stated that each District presents it own individual problem. 

If you pick the right key man he will know what can be accomplished. 

Mr. Laeear summarized Mr. Spiegel's report for the record. He said that 

Brooklyn will wind up with 15,00Q_-17,000 members. If we get 80 per cent of 

Brooklyn we have a good start and something we can look forward to. 

• 

The Brome report. was next given by Mr. Rubinson. He said that a dinner was 

being given in honor of Mr. Fertig on June 10, when the Annual Conference will 

take place, and at a meeting it wae unanimously agreed that Dr. Silver be invited 

to be the speaker. The Bronx is canpletely SilveriteJ. 

The ch irman asked Mr. Rubinson how The Bronx is oin towards Dr. Silver. 

r. Rubinson repli de ying about 90 per cent. 

Mr. Max Levy gave a report on Manhattan. He eaid the situation in enhattan 

is fairly similar. Manhattan is a very dif ficult problem. He said that in District 

#7 the chairman, I. J. Kaplan, who originally wae a member of the Committee and ex
tremely sympathetic to it, wants the Silver program to succeed but will not do any

thing about it. Kaplan is a peaceful person and want.a to hold the movement to

gether. They, too, are holding a Regional Convention on June 10. their 
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Arrangements Committee there are a number of men who come from Districts such as 

Yorkville which are particularly pro-Administration, end more particularly anti

Silver. When the program was made up for the Regional Conference they were 

authorized to invite Ben Gurion if he was coming here, and were unanimously urged 

to invite Dr. Silver. The Manhattan Region was prepared and did extend an invita

tion,by the unanimous decision of the entire Region,to welcome Dr. Silver at ite 

Regional Conference. r. Levy said that there are some Districts you can depend 

on. We can capture District /ff because something was done recent l y which we 

have been urging for some time. We can now count on Hyman Reit as a Silverite, 

if not today then tomorrow. In view of certain t hinge that have happened he be-
the 

lieves Reit ie ready to jump aboard; and if he doee,/Manhatt an Regi on will be 

with ue. Except for Yorkville he expects t his will come through. 

r. Shapiro stated that Westchester was never represented on our Committe . 

Dr. Silver is to epeak for the z .. A. Westchester Region m•xlu:Jxi:J aalixhrxxk■ 

:~~itkixl•m•• on May 2,, and he will speak tot .em about it. In advance of hie 

speaking a grrup of forty men are giving him a dinner. Thy will pass a pro

Silver resolution asking for his recall to political leadership and will convey 

that resolution to the A.Z. E.C. and to the Z.O.A. Mr. Shapiro said, confiden-
Jack Lukashok, 

tially, the president of the Region/ stands with us. 

The chairman stated that when you get key men in every community you are 

bound to get results. 

r. Lasear asked how many members in the entire metropolitan area are en-

listed in the z.o.A . 

. Shapiro said there are 25,000 members. 
th 

The chairman added that St~ten Island is p~rt of/Manhattan Region. He 

will ia■xEuirm try to reach ~x Levy in Staten Island. 

r. Spiegel stated that from the various report.a gi an tonight he thinks it 

is fair to say that much considerable of our work can e reduced by the appear

ance of Dr. Silver at a crucial time and we ought to aek the cooperation of 
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Dr. Silver 8ftd that we should have this office eee that Dr. Silver add~) ~ 

P•rian\ growrps aa ,!ten as ooeaa on permite we nill do more t hat way. 

The chairman said this would depend on how Dr. Si lv er feels and if Dr. Silver 

can possibly arrange to speak at those m etings. 

Mr. !.,evy atat■llxtut pointed out that there ia an inter-regional organization. 

FIN~ TCI L REPORT 

Mr. Shapiro gave financial rsport, reading accountant's letter and statements. 

He said the financial position is bad. Generally, none of our pe ple in New York, 

with the exception of fr. Fine, r. Goodman, Wx. 0etow, have put furth aey effort, 

and i~ this is not done thie Committee will »aYaxt■ not be able to function. e 

should go out and get money. t,~r. Shapiro stated that the staff ie merely reeai v-

ing paper salary. len are needed to go into the field. e have a heavy budg t. 

We have to have the hig eat standard of work. But we need the finances to carry 

it throu h. Everyone must go out and dig up the funds. 

Mr. Fine asked what the total am unt received is. He wae informed that the 

r ceipte a Jount to 18,098.78. 

Wx. Goodman stated that the only kind of pay the four men ere receiving was 

paper pay. 

Total amounts collected (pledges paid up) are as follo e: 

fill in r et) 

Hollander 
A. Goodman 
Chae. Rosenbloom 
J. Goodman 
J. Foster 

2500 
2500 
2500 
1000 

500 

W.r. Shapiro said that it all boile don to this: unleae we can back up th 

financial re c•uiremente, where will we drift? 

The chairman remarked that several individuals at the last meeting promised 

to raise funds. If we do not get money we cannot operate . 

..fr. Rudavaky said he ill not be able to do anything for another week; then 

he ill get busy . 

. r. Zelden stated that most of the people who ere at the dinner •re able 
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to contribute. He said that out of 500 or 600 people ab uut 350 are prospects. If 

we have a comnittee of twenty or thirty people tl.e 350 prospects cuuld be contacted 

and we would get money. 

The chairman asked if this is the beet plan. 

Mr. Rudaveky said that he had no chanc to do anything as yet. 

Mr. Shapiro stated that we do not have enough people to work on it. 

ldr:x It was Mr: Goodman 1 s feelin g that the 350 prospects mentioned s uld be 

placed on cards and assignments made from them. 

The chairman said this should be done to get r esults • 

. Zelden asked for volunteer people who could do the job. 

Mr. Shapiro 8&H someone should be designated for t,.hi.-e. 

The chairman asked who would undertake to handle the job. 

Mr. Goodman said he does not have the time but he will do it. 

Mr. Shapiro stated he would get in touch with Mr. Goodman Thursday morning. 

Mr. Spiegel asked if the of fice worked up a minimum budget what would be 

necessary to carry the work on. 

Mr. Shapiro said the original budget called or 152,000. e cannot work 

on such a pasis. We will need a minimum of :0,000 to 60,000, or 5000 a month. 

f course, if the Convention does not take place until next May or June, that ie 

another story. 

The chairman stated that between now and the next meeting something will 

have ta be decided upon with respect to the future • 

. Rubinson suggested that the chairman of the Ways and ~eans Committee be 

made chairman of the Fund-Raising Committee. 

E:I'ROPOLITCAN INTER-REGI 0 1AL ZIJNIST COUNCIL 

A report of the ,.etropolitan Inter-Regional Zionist Council was giv n by ~ • 

Levy. He said delegates present at meetings were selected officially by each of 

the Regions, including Long Island, Manhattan, Bronx, Brooklyn, and eetchester. 

The delegates met and came to the very definite decision that the creation of an 
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inter-regional body (in order to spare the sensibilities of the Region decided to 

call it a committee but ie really an inter-regional body) for the formulation~of 

on an inter-regional basis, and a sub-committee, of which he is chairman, 

prepare a formulation of purpo see and organization, which was unanimously adopted 

at another meeting held a few days ago by all the delegates. In that committee 

there are one or two delegates at least who are desperately afraid that if the 

inter-regional committee should engage in any large- size public project it might 

introduce a political situation; however, he felt that we could deal with the 

ei-tue-t-¼on when we came to it. There are several things in view: (1) The proposal 

has been n:ede, and adopted, t o call a conference very shortly of inter-regional, 

regional, and offices for the discussion of public relations. The con-

ference will be held possibly within the next month or two; the date has not been 

fixed. Since that meeting the question was raised by one or two influential mem

bers of the committee and friends of the committee whether we should hold that con

ference at all, feeling that we ought to move elo ly. Officially the conference 

has been provided for. (2) In the interest of efficiency the confusion that now 

exists in the ,Jetropolitan office of the Z.O.A. should be corrected. Thia means 

that the Inter-Regional Committee intends to take over Metropolitan Bureau work 

through Metropolitan Zionist funds. Those who carry on Zionist work in the 

metropolitan area should at least have control of the Administrative. The 

tell the r gional organization hs:t we propose to do about that. In answer 

to the objection some members made that if you approach the national office you 

may have the same obstructive i nterferences. ever in the past did there actually 

exist a functional inter-regional body hich has the eq>port and which comes into 

existence by the action of all. We set up a committee described in the formulation 

as an agency of the regions and provided f~r co-chairmen of the ootmnittee. The 

chairmen of the Regions shall preside at public inter-regional functions in rota

tion. The committee itself, of which the R gional chairman shall merely be honorary 

co-chairman, will be under the direction of the chairman and secretary. The 

temporary officers are Jacques Torczyner and Mr. Rose of Long Island. 
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The chairman asked whether aeyone wished to make any suggestions. 

r. Spiegel wanted to know whether the general concept of an inter-regional 

council or committee has the blessings of all the Regions. From the standpoint of 

finances the problem is more complex than the way it has been presented here. He 

said that before long we believe to have control o~ the National Administration; 

and if that canes about we want to decide now whether we really want to have the 

Inter-Regional Council self-sufficient and independent financially speaking. It 

is a question of whether you want a strong centralized National Adninistration or 

whether you want to have your strength in the local groups. The M.J.F. can be a 

local project. In connection with this if we are part of a national movement, 

this is a cauee. e have to be ready in the spirit of nationalism to support our 

national leaders and have full ccnfidence in m1xxarlimui them. 

,r. Rudavsky said that we are to be interested, in his opinion, at all times 

regardless w :00 the national officers are in a strong Greater New York unit; if the 

national officers will be worthy they will receive a great deal of support. There 

are m ny things neglected in New ork because of the fact that there is no Greater 

e York Committee. We are to be interested in this on its own merits and not as 

stepping-stone to something else. Thie in itself is of great merit. 

The chairman e id that Mr. Neumann stated at the last meeting that if we had 

aix••~• a strong Metropolitan Inter-Regional Council all that has happened would 

have happened. 

SE:rTI G UP OF OUR PEACE CO TTEE 

There was diecueeion on procedure to be followed for action in the Regional 

Convention. 

Mr. Zelden asked what kind of policy should be adopted and what should the 

Regions dsD8nd now. He hoped there was Convention. If the war doe not cease 

we may not have a Convention. e said we should work out a system if the Conven

tion ie possible so that we have about 300 delegates. e f that the Conven

tion should take place 

The chairman said that we have to assume that the Government will not permit 
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the Convention . 

. Zelaen stated that the election should be held by referendum. 

Mr. Laasar asked what the constitution provided. Does it mean a hold-over. 

If there is no provision in the constitution for a situation such as is now de

veloping, would it be safe to assume that the moment the O.D.T. allows conven

tions through priorities it would mean more restrictions are lifted; conventions 

will be held; would it mean the Convention will be held imnediately after October 

1945. He asked what provisions are made to amend the constitution. 

Mr. Shapiro said that toward the end of June we understand there will be a 

pronouncement made on Palestine by the British Government - this is a rumor. A 
for sixty people 

Zionist Convention/will be called in London toward the end of June. . Shapiro 

felt that the decision will not be a favorable one. In the face of that pro

nouncement we may be able to go to the Government and eay that this group ought 

to be permitted to meet. That will give us a legitin:8te cause for meeting. We 

must deal with this situation. e will have to get the Zionists to demand it. 

The Rabbinical Assembly application was turned down by o.n.T. Rabbi Gordie made 

a special request to have the meeting, and the re ueet was granted. 

r. Laaear asked whether any political pressure could be brought to bear 

on the o.n.T. Could we go to the O.D.T. on the basis of a smaller delegate 
a 

group, using a place the o.n.T. may choose as not too crowded, and say .-a situa-

tion has arisen in Zionist ranks which demands a convention. Every Zionist grcup 

must show a necessity and there must be Zionists of influence to do it. 

The chairman uiaxtkat thought that the Rabbinical Assembly permission wae 

secured upon the basis that the number of delegates that will attend will prob

ably be lees than fifty. That . is theory. 

Mr. Shapiro said last year there were 180 and they expected no more than 

200. 

The chairman felt it was safe to assume that no matter what happens there 

will be no Convention. He wae ready to assume that no Convention will take 

place until the O.D.T. rulings change. We must consider what action shall be 

taken at the Regional Conventions. If one Regional Convention should pass a 
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resolution demanding the recall of Dr. ilver to head the Emergency Council, along 

the same lines expressing our confidence in Dr. Silver, that is a form of resolution 

that should be passed by every one of the Regional Conventions. As a matt r of fact, 

it should bes nt to th Z.O.A. Adminiatration and the ergency Council & d should 

be properly publicized in all newspapers where Regional Conventio 8 are held. Pub

licity at Regional Conventions must be widespread. Passi. ng the resolution without 

accompanying publicity will be of very little value. 

Mr. Spiegel asked hat the alternative couln be for the Convention. 

The chairman said that thought should be given ae to whether a resolution 

should al o be paeeed dema dine that a Conventio be held at the very earlioet 

poPsible time permitted by the O.D.T. 

r. Rudavsky felt that this ie a time when w must have a united front -

should demand unity. He did not think we could introduce the same form of 

resolution as we hed in December, in January, when the situation as fresh. [t 

should be done in a different form . He eaiil there are thoe who talk about peace 

but do nothing to bring about peace, and at the same time urge the National d

minietration to do all they can to obtain permission for a Conv nti n pointin 

out that the political Zionist eituation ie deteriorating and suggest that a 

Convention is needed. 

The cl tai rman, referring to the o. D. T. regulati one, aid the stat Convention 

was not held on ace unt of the war situation. 

The chairman went on to say that a demand could also be me.de i the resolu

tion for a report and actio on the part of the Administration with respect to the 

peace overtur a that were made. 

Mr. Rudaveky thought e ought to get up a form for the resolution. 

Mr . Zelden said that resolutions will help only to keep us before th publict 

it will not accanplieh anything. After the peace committee was appointed Dr. Silver 

made the statement that the committee ie not good and he would not meet with that 

committee. He saw a great danger to Zionism if the Convention did not take pla~e. 
Something should be done 
~~h~ to force the issue for the Zionists that the present Adminie ration does 

not represent the rank and file of the Zioniete. He said this can be done in 
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eeveral ways, (1) demand of them to ask the Government to allow the Convention. 

(2) Demand that they get an opinion from the Zionists as to whether the present Ad

ministration should continue in t>ffice or not within the constitution. (Mr. Zelden 

aeked whether cunetitution permite election through referendum). If a referendum 

provision is made in the constitution an election referendum can be submitted to the 

Zionist Districts whether they have confidence in it or not. (3) Ways and means 

should be made to indicated to the public and to the Zionists that they are continu

ing in office against the wishes of the rank and file of the Zionists. If it ie 

done by resolution ( asking Dr. Silver back to leadership) there will again b the 

same answer. We must have something to indicate to the public and the Zionists that 

the present Administration does not possess the confidence of the rank and file 

of th Zionist a. 

Mr. Laesar asked why a committee could not be formed tonight, with the help 
and 

of Shapiro /Manson, for drawing up certain resolutions 'h ich have been discussed, 

which the Resolutions Committee will be asked to intro u at the Convention. 

The chairman tk■zaf■x■ appointed the following &■llllltts■a to serve on the 

committee: Phil Lassar, J. I. Rudavsky, Moees Rubinson, Jacouee Torczyner, 

Emanuel Keumann, chairman~ Sol Cohen. Mr. Neumann will convene with the committee 

at once. 

The chairman (1) asked how bi Westchester ie. He thought that the number 

of members in Westchester should be embodied in the resolution in the arly 

clause: WHEREAS, The estch eter Region consisting of ____ members. • • 

The chairman said it is important to meet before Saturday so that the r solution 

can be edit d and ready for the We tcheeter Conference. The Resolutions Committee 

will meet tomorrow. 

SA FRANCISCO REPORT - Morrie einberg 

orris Weinberg did not attend the meting. 



Mr. Tuvim suggested in connection with Regional resolutions that Regions them

selves on Regional stationery send the resolutions to all Zionist Regions in the 

country. 

The chairman thought it might be a good idea for the AZPC, after the resolu

tions are passed in the metropolitan area, to put the resolutions together in 
each Region in the United States 

leaflet form and send them with a memorandum to••• 7axh••xunqx•, listing 

total membership as represented by the Regions. Or, the resolutions could be 

multigraphed, bound together and sent to each Region. He thought it would be very 

e -r· fective if each District in the country received it. 

FRISCH PROPOSALS 

Mr. Neumann said he had given some thought to Mr. Friech's proposals. Whether 

we in Illy way disparage his proposals or cast the least shadow of reflection of hie 

motives, which are possibly of the highest, just the same one takes every such pro

posal that cCJnes along cum grano salia,with critical analysis. Mr. Neumann mentioned 
dealing with them 

the four proposals, ~•~SYJ.gxin the reverse order iven. Jnum■xx#xxxiu,tt-x■~ 

Number 4. Adoption of the cloeed ballot in the amual elections. had 

made and urged the adoption of the closed ballot time and again but they did not want 

it. Mr. N m nn felt it would be very difficult for ue to oppose it; it is our pro

posal. He pointed out that the proposal being made now on the part of the Adminis

tration reflects, he believed, a certain fear that they may not control the Conven

tion; and that in that event many of them may find themselves completely out of the 

picture. They are therefore now concerned about establishing a proporti-0nal repre

sentation.if they should tum out to be in the minority they would at least have 

part of the Executive Committee. Summing up Proposal No. 4, Mr. Neumann said that 

while it is a proper thing to have a closed ballot for election of the Executive 

Committee, th proposal is now put to etand possibly as a protection for the pres-

ent Administration;in the event of a landslide they would etill have a sufficient 

representation. Thie does not require constitutional amendment; it is purely a 

procedural matter. 
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Mr. Spiegel stated that W.r. Frisch proposes these changes through constitutional 

amendment. 

Mr. Neumandreplied that it is possible that a particular proc dural matter can 

be put through without constitutional amendment. 

Mr. Zelden said that if we have the majority the nominating committee will 

bring in the slate anyway. 

Mr. Neumann stated that the nominating comcl.ttee of the fort hcc.ming Convention 

will be an Administration one which we are going to oppose. 

The chairman said that it would be best for us to have an open vote for all 

officers; take no chances on closed ballot at all. As a matter of fact, they may 

be so weak when it comes to the Convention that it would do the Zionist world a lot 

of good to have everything they have done disapproved. 

Mr. Neumann stated that we have time as far as procedure for the next 6onv n

tion is concerned. The ouestion is at the moment not whether at this Convention we 

should have open elections or closed ballot; we have time for that. The aueetion 

at thi time is whether we want to favor constitutional change for the future. On 

principle he was inclined to favor it. 

Number,. A formula which might provide rotating membership for a part or 

the whole of the Executive with the possible exception of past presidents oft 

organization. Mr. Neumann said that if you have to rate membership th,n certainly 
to 

it should be for the whole. It might have bee meant by this that members/serve 

on the Executive serve for a certain term and ehall not succeed themselves. 

The chairman strongly objected to past pr eidente. 

Mr. eumann said that the trend of thought expressed in connection with 

Proposal o. 4 may be a precaution to protect themselves against the time when 

they find themselves in e minority. Following the line of thought into Proposal 

No. ,,it would mean that certain people would be elected for a period of time. He 

did not eee any reason for it at all. The election of he Executive should reflect 

the Zionists. In principle Mr. Neumann was opposed to Proposal No.~. 
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Number 2. The limitation of the office of chairman of the Administrative to 

a two-year euccessive term. Mr. Neumann was not sure whether it ought not to apply 

to other officers; it might be desirable to apply to other of ficers. Every year or 

two the number of vice presidents increases; every ex-president becomes a vice 

president. These people can become permanent fiKturee. As matters stand now there 

are twenty-five members of the National .Executive, but there are also fifteen of

ficers. The Administration consists of forty and all of the forty also vote in 

the Administrative Council. There are fifteen of f i cers, most of whom are vice 

presidents; and each year the vice presidents increase. Once a man is on he is on 

forever. To Mr. Neumann this did not make sense. The change he would make is that 

anyone who has eeryed as president is automatically entitled thereafter to be one 

of the honorary vice presidents. 

Mr. Laesar felt that when a imn is preeid6nt he should become a vice president 

f or two years following, the idea being to allow a man not to step out of the pic

ture. 

Mr. Neumann said there are four things you can do with an ex-president.If he 
good he should be 

is not i~xll out. If he is good and you want him active elect him vice-president 

on hie merits. Elect him as a member of the Executive. Elect him as an honorary 

vice-president. The constitution says that you may elect so many vice-presidents. 

The thing to do is limit the number of vice-presidents and have the vice-presidency 

mean something. Have two vice-presidents. They have ae vice-presidents no particu

lar function. 

Mr. Fine said he would limit it to two vice-presidents. 

Number 1. The enlarging of the Executive Committee which would enable more 
~ 

egional leaders to participate in the conduct of the national affairs. Mr. 

Neumann felt that this is the crux of all the proposals and the most suspicious. 

They suddenly ewake to the realization of the fact that*•• more egional leaders 
it 

ought to participate. 
~ They want egions to have more say. Why should ~•i• be 

neceesary\to enlarge the Executive Committee in order to provide participation of 

gional leaders? As mattere stand there are forty members of the Administration. 

hy should it not be possible for the egione to be represented within the frame-
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work of theee forty? Why this enlargementT If the body is increased up to seventy 

it becomes a pretty unwieldy body. The advantage it offers ie that the Administra

tion can now proceed ~o the auction sale places on the Nati onal Executive Committee 

without having to reruove any of the people whom they already have who are part of 

the machine. They want to placate them into the Exec tive and enlarge the Execu

tive. The result: inevitably a body of that size, sixty or seventy, immediately 

will be the establishing of a smaller body within the Executive. He already has 

heard it talked about. Thie inner cabinet will become the real Administration. 

And there will be the Executive and the Administrative Council of l=O. Mr. Neumann 

did not see any need for the Ad~inietrative Council. They will turn the Executive 

Committee into the Adcinietrative Council and then create an inner Executive Com

mittee which will be stor -proof. He was therefore very, very cold to the en

largement. Saw no reason for it. There are maey ways of giving ' gions their 

share. Mr. N umann pointed out that of the fif'teen officers eight, a majority, are 

of New York. The slogan ie "Break control of ew York." 

Mr. Laesar said that Boukatein and Dr. Levinthal re never at meeti e; they 

vote on the Executive Committee but do not kno t he f eeling of the people. 

Mr. Neuma nn r plie that it is possible within the framework of the forty to 

give due representation. 

Mr. Neumann furtner stated that the Administrative Council ought to become a 

more active functioning body than it ie; it is nothin at present. 

The chai man r auested tr. Neumann t o work out a form of resolution to be of

fered for adoption at each of the Conventions tmx•■xk■ia being h ld now f or the 

different Regions. A specia l clause ehoul~ be inserted in the preamble of the 

resolution giving the exact number of members of the Region. Since the estchester 

Region meete on the 2,rd the res lution ~orm shoul, be orked on tomorrow. 

Mr. Neumann reported that Mr. Weinberg had informed him that the wrole 

political outlook seems to be much worse than DJ had been dreamed of. He had 
from It zrik leit che (?) 

heard t ~is evening/ that someone received word from London that what the British 

want to propose ie 10,000 certificates a year for ten yeare. Dr. Weizmann ie in 

a very depressed mood about the situation, Mr. Neumann said it is necessary not 
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merely to consolidate the f or c ea within the z. o.A. but we ought to gather in the 

Bergson group, etc. and stage a last-ditch fight. He did not believe the Zionists 

generally realize how serious the situation ie; if t hey did there would have been 

strorger reaction than we have had. He felt that if t here were any possibility 

at all of hold'ng the Convention we should fight for one now and n tin the fall 

on the ground that there ia already peace in Europe. 

Mr . Zelden f elt it was the coneeneus of opinion here that in the resolutions 

proposed to the Conventions of the Regions something should 9e said to the effect 

that the present leadership does not have the confidence of the present rank and 

file. 

Mr. Neumann said that if we cannot hold the Convention the next beat thing is 

to stage a Metropolitan Convention which wo uld be attended by 500 or 600 delegates 

of the Zionists of the metropolitan area, which the O.D.T. cannot object to or pre

vent. If we do this it may serve as a club and it may produce reeults. A Conv en

tion of this kind, if properly staged, taking a :full day or two beginning on a 

Saturday night and continuing all day Sunday, wi th proper election of delegates 

and proper program and committees to have present t o give it necessary play, he 

felt could exercise tremendous moral inf luence on the Administration and on the 

Zionists throughout the countrv. 

Mr. Spiegel made the following suggestion. The resolutions to be introduced 

at the Regional Conventions e~power the Convention Committees to remain in force 

until the coming year with a view to permitting or allowing them to call special 

conventions as the occasion ax requires, because i f something of a drastic measure 

is needed, an emergency develops, as a result of this eit'Llltion - that Great 

Britain may limit the immigration visas - e would want a special Convention to 

express otr selves to the National Administration. 

The chairman thought it advisable to have the reeolut ion passed at these 

Regional Conv ntions; that the Convention Committee be authorized to act as Interim 

Committee between now and any special convention which may be called of the various 

Regions or partio.ilar lcrcality. 
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Mr. Neumann suggested that at the Convention a committee should be appointe 

which shall have full power to represent the Regions and act in their name and take 

any steps necessary to bring about the necessary reorganization wit hin the Z.O.A.,:::an 

Interim Committee. 

Mr. Rudaveky eaid that if we can get resolution, in the Regional Conventions 

indicating Regions do not have any con~idence in the present leadership, that would 
of a 11stick 11 at the present Adminiatrati un 

be enough/at the present moment.. 

Mr. Zelden felt that we can express dissatisfaction of the leadership in 

spite of the fact that the rank and file of the Zionist e everywhere feel that Dr·. 

Silver should be restored to political leadership. If we fear that such a resolu

tion cannot be carried through how can you assume that a special convention of 

the Regions can be called and be legally recognizedf You mf;ty antagonize some of 

the Districts who are ith Silver. Ther is still a great danger that the Con

vention at that time will not be a success. 

The chairman thought the idea could be carried out in Brooklyn. 

Mr. Rubinson felt that too much was bein tak n up in one evening. 

Mr. Levy suggested that Mr. Neumann, who was not present for a good part 
~ 

of the meeting / be fully informed of what was determined tonight and he prepare a 

skeleton resolution. 

r. Neumann ~•gg• requested that Mr. Levy and someone from the office work 

out the resolution with him. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:50 P .. 
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1 I TES OF IEETING OF EC J. ; AYS C01.1. I 
OF THE GR TlR Nl'W YORK ,ECTION OF Trlli 

.n-i.,.-. ..... . ICAN ZIONIST OLICY C 1 ·HTTilli 

June 5, 19 o 

1-'resent: Jacob Goodman ( residing), 1v.t cus Abramson, ·01 Cohen, Isador Fine, 
Irving Galt, Joseph , . Greenlbaf, Sol Low, nuel Ieunann, Ka n 
I . Ostow, a.muel . Perry, Bertram L. oberts, illiam ,adoff, 

1v orris Je inberg. 

Harold P. : anson, Earry L. Shapiro, Harry 0tein erg. 

In opening the meeting the Chairman, ill' . Jacob Goodman, indicated that 
at the last ineeting of ttie J!..xecutive Co ittee of the Greate·r i: e York ection 
of the erican Zionist olicy ColilID.itt e, action had been taken to convene 
this meeting . t the urging of Judge anuel Greenberg, Chairman of the ~xec
utive Committee, he had assumed the responsibility of calling the meeting and 
carrying out a program of fund raising for the olicy Committee. lvlr. Goodman 
stated that at the present oment, the olicy Committee, as of June 1st, re
ceived 22,398 and had had expenses of ~26 , 925, thus incurring a deficit of 
~4,52? . He felt that the ay to raise the money would e to return to the 
sound tactics of members of our group contacting prospective contri utors and 
seeking·their gifts . In company ith • Lassar, e had called on a number 
of prospects and had within a short time secured~ 25 in smaller contri utions, 
ranging from 10 to 100 . He stated that his District was thus far responsible 
for raising a proximately 4400 of the to al ount raised. He asked those 
present to assume the responsibility of takin a number of cards hich had been 
prepared and contacting the prospects inaic ted on the caras for contri utions . 

Harry Shapiro pointed out that the program of the }olicy Co ittee as 
not in kee ing with the plans originally set when the !olicy Committee as 
first organized. fhe program had been restricted because of lack of finances 
and ny rejects hich should have been unaertaken had thus far not been 
carried through. He stated that we should iml ediately launch a broad national 
public relations progrrun involving fiela re resentativ s tind speaKers hich 

ould carry our story to the Zionist mm ership throughout t country. Thou 
it did not seem that the A ,nual Convention of the £JO v,oulct be hela in ctob r, 
yet we should ass e that it woula be hela an develop our progr in or er to 
capture the votes of t e delegates at that Convention. 'l'h is can not be done 
unless the financial here ·ithal is forthcoming. He then urg d those present 
to coo erate with ivir . Good.man in raising a substantial ount of money to make 
the }olicy Co · ittee th effective organization as had been planned. 

1vr . Ml. n Ostow felt that the Iolicy vommittee shoula send letters in 
a v,.nce of the 1 embers of the , ay and eans Co i ttee calling on their pros
pects. It as I is contention that this oula be helpful in securing the con
tributions . 
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i r . .r-hilip Lassar di sagreed ith. r . stew's point of view and pointed 

out that it is neces s ary to contact pers)Jially those people from whom contri

butions are desired . He indicated that he and ~.r . acob ~oodman lad, t oge
ther, called on a number of people und had s cured a su stantial sum, le felt 
that the personal contect as the factor tlat ould bring in the contri utiors • 

• r . amuel 1erry saia that he would take the res ponsi ility of organizing 

the funa raising for Long Island. 'e indi ated that some of his people had 

raised approximately ~600 by contacting prospects in Long Island. 'hey ould 
continue until they had raised a sizatle amount. He ind icted that he would 

probably call a luncheon of the key-men in ong lslana. in order to secure con

tributions ard to interest a number of adnition&l vorKers. 

r . Sol ow stated that the contributions that were being given in the 

Long Island egion ~ere being made to the ong Isl na Recion, ~ose treasurer 
in turn oul make out one check in the entire amount to the olicy Committee. 

Tt ose present then took the cards in their respective ~egions and is

tricts . 

1v1r • .. orris \~ einberg selected a number of special ccras . . :e statea that 

he would sen,i out personal letter to these people in advance ana ould then 

call on them for their contributions . 

The meeting adjournea at 5:00 o ' cloc . 
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FOR ., . I TIN OJt \, y.., COi . UTT 'E 

J1J \JJ , 5 , l ~4 , 
J C I. G0OI.h .a , Pf lDING 

Chairman should . ke a preliminary statem nt on the 
necessity for the eeting . 

1~pproxi!Jlate financial standing of 
eric n Li ion is t r'olicy Committee 

to June 1st: 

Incor e to date 
pense 

efici t 

22,398 -
2b , 925 
4,52? -

(~11 , 500 additional pledged c9nting nt 
to receivin ruling on lncome iax de 
duc t i b ility . ) 

II Call on~ nuel eumann for a five - inute statem nt 
on necessity for expansion oft ork . 

III Assignment of cards. 

IV et date for rei:ort in eting . 

-
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Ai .t.'RICA" ZIONIST POLICY CO ... I EE 

.., 

JIHU1'1ES OF N. 7ETidG OF GREATER N • YORK EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

TUE DAY, JUNE 26, 1945 

The meeting wae called to order at 4:15 P . .• 

PRESENT: Arthur R. Lebeneon (acting chairman), Sol Cohen, Abroham Goodman, Jacob 

Good::nan, Joseph W. Greenleaf, Loui ... J. Gribetz, Phil lp H. Laa ear, ~ax Levy, Sol Lo , 

Rabbi Irvine Miller, Emanuel _eumann, Kalman I. Oeto, Samuel .... Rose, Moe e Rubinson, 

Jochanon T. Rudaveky, Dr. JR.cob B. Shohan, Abraham Tannenbaum, Jac ,uoe rorczyner, 

11 o rri a r e· nberg, rv:orri a A. Zeldin; 

1 arold P. .anson, Tiarry L. Shapiro, -Iarry teinberg, Abe Tuvim. 

RE. ORTS O_ T::E LO :G I'~LA ID AND BR .. JKL REoro TAL co NE·:r r JNS 

Reports on the ong Island and 'Srooklyn Regional C nventions were r;iv n by :r . 

Gri betz and v!r. Cohen, r apecti vely. 

:r . . :anaon felt it would no be wise for the erican Zionist Policy C mmittee to 

send out a release on the resolutions, a hod been done previously, in vie of latest 

developments. However, he felt tha the resolutions should he public·zed and ·suggested 
'/i.r. Cohen and Mr. Gribetz with a coveri e letter to the editors of 

that the heads of the Regions/send the etoryltm the Yiddish and Anglo-J ish press. 

Rabbi iller aaked for a full raport of what has taken place . 

. Levy read from the ~ew York Times he proposals which were de. 

Mr. Abraham Goodman reported on the Ex citive Committee meeting. He said it was 

a small eating. Dr. Goldat in called on Judge Levirtthu as chairman of the Peace 

Committee to report. Judge Levinthal m~Je some preliminary rec rks of interest to th 

ffect that the results of the Peace Comnitte do not men nee aaarily that there has 

b en a change vf heart or vie point of the Executive Cor:mittee. 1 a for the terms of 

the proposals , he had spoken that afternoon with Dr. 7iae and Dr. iae had authoriz 

him to say that he does n t want th auestion of chairm n and co-chairmen on an eaual 

status of chairm nship to become an issue; both should be of e u 1 status. There 

will be some odification of the setup of the Emer ency Council. Dr. Silv r will b 

chairman of the ecutive Committee; in addition to that th re will be two vice-chair-



' -2-
• 

m n, in order to,make room for two officers in the present eetupl Greenberg and 

Shulman. Judge Levinthal stated that the Committee was motivated by one thing-

to correct the situation and bring about harmony without eliminating personality. 

With respect to membership of the Emergency Council, he read a letter from Mr. Lipsky 

in which fr. Lipsky said he had in mind eix name-a: two for Z.O.A.; two for Mizrachi; 

two for Poale Zion. Additions or adjustments can be made to bring about the necessary 

harmony desired. 

For the purpose of carrying the proposals into effect and to meet other problems 

that might arise in the Jewish Agency, etc., it was su geeted that a new committee 

should be appointed - new faces. In addition to this there will be an Interim Committee 

which will act between meetings of the Executive Committee. The Interim Committee to 

consist of officers of the new setup. 

~r. Neumann said it was not definite in Levinthal 1e report, but for discussion 

here the following is the setup: two co-chairmen of the Council; one representative 

of each organization; Dr. Silver chairman of the Steering Committee. 

Mr. Boukstein wanted to table the proposal, but Dr. Goldstein talked him out of 

it. Mr. Szold spoke against it and said that regardless of what happens he will be 

the guardian of the maximum principles of Zionism. He lef't instructions with Dr. 

Goldstein to register hie vote in the negative. r. Bouketein spoke in the same 

Vin. 

Rabbi Greenfield of Hartford atreesed the point that all this talk about people 

being behind this movement is merely a trumped up thing. 

Hr. Shulman spoke in a manner which was non-committal. He was in accord with 

the Executive Committee registering a vote in favor of the recall of Dr. Silver 

but felt that the terms were not d finite enough and details should be worked out. 

Lra. Epstein said she was against giving this publicity because it sort of 

tied the hands of freedom of the other parties. She was not too happy about it, 

but did not say it categorically. 

Mr. Dewey stone spoke vigorously for the proposal. 

Dan Frisch was with us. He said it was high time we paid attention to what 

the country wants. 
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Levinthal as chairmen of the Committee aupoorted it wholeheartedly and very ably. 

One man spoke in opposition - Irving Lipkowitz. He thought it should be left 

with the Committee to deal with it. 

Goldstein made some very favorable introductory remarks. He took issue with 

Greenfield for minimizing the valu of propaganda. 

The vote as about 4 against - Boukstein, Szold, Greenfield, Lipkowitz; Shulman 

abstaining. iuxm 

The objections which were raised were, among other things, that nothing was eat 

in the report about the future of the Policy Committee. They are very anxious that 

there will be no further need for the American Zionist Policy Committee. w~. 

Neumann took exception (to the proposals?), and because of this he abstained from 

voting. 

Fishman and Goodman were in favor of the proposals. 

Sincoff asked Dr. Goldstein to register him for the proposals. 

REPORT BY EM•NU EL NEUM!NN 0N PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 

~x . Neumann met on Sunday afternoon at 2 o'cl ck at the aldorf with Judge 

Levinthal. He spent most of the afternoon with him and with telephone conversati s 

to Cleveland. 

He had a meeting with three members of the Peace Committee - Judge Levinthal, 

Dewey Stone, Dan Frisch. To Frisch perhaps goes the major part of the credit for 

the activity of the Peace Committee. He drove them and kept driving them,and 

stiffening them when they wer waver'ng on various occasions. He went beyond any 

of the other members of the Peace Committee. Wx. Frisch has taken issue t times, 

vigorously and violently, with Hadaeeah and the z.o.A. He got a few kicks too. 

He was very strong in the pos'tion taken. 

Next to him w s Goldstein in firmness in the matter; then Lipsky, Stone, Ezra 

Shapiro. 

Mr . Neumann stated that h tol them in advance that until there is a completed 

program and details worked out he was not in a position to vote. He was looked up

on as a representative of a group and would not commit the group to subscribe to 



I 
-4-

a program which was not complete. At the meeting there as a serious breach because 

Szold and hie immediate supporters vuted against proposals which were warmly advocat

ed by Judge Levinthal. Some important members did not turn up; Rothenberg, Weissman 

did not come. Mr. eumann thought the proposals were important and in the right 

direction. For the first time we were seeing action. There are a good many points 

which are not clear and on which Mr. Neumann has reservations. However, he appre

ciates the effort the Committee has made to find a satisfactory solution. 

With regard to the reservations, t . Neumann stated: (1) Vice-Chairmenships . 

Je insisted that they ought to state that Mizrachi should have a vice-chairman, which 

they do not. It should be indicated in their statement that all the organizations 

ill be represented. Mr. Greenberg said that he did not want any office; he would 
it 

retire from politics. Mr. Shulman is left; and Mr. Neumann is afraid of what/might 

involve. As for the statement with regard to the the Steering Committee, it did not 
the 

say that it may include others besides/four heads of the organization. The steer-

ing Committee should include the two Committee co-chairmen and the heads of the 

four organizations. Since Dr. Silver ill be in Cl v land at times when the Steer

ing Committee ill want to meet, it is conceivable that a vice-chairman would be

come almost automatically presiding officer of the Steering Committee. Regarding 

the question of enlargement, Mr. Neumann heard that Hadaeaah was incensed at the 

idea that they should have to submit to Dr. Silver for approval any memb r they 

ish to designate at the Council. r. Neumann had stated at the meeting that it 

is not intended that all members should be approved by Dr. Silver. Representatives 

of the z.o.A. is a different matter. If the Zionist Convention were held today the 

composition of the representatives of the Z.O.A. in the Emergency Council would 

look quite different than it does now. Since we had never asked for the elimina

tion of anybody, the only other method is ad i ion . c.-1nc all t hie as not made 

clear - a) ho n~ny to be added to the Councjl or Executive Committee,(b) how it 
matter 

ehall be done - kr. Neumann had to reeerv decision until the t>d•~ was completed. 

The z.o.A. elected thre repr eentativ e to the Conference in London: Goldmann, 

Levinthal, and Silver . It as un erstood that he officers of the Emergency Council 

ould go - Dr. iee, Gr enberg, and Shulman. 
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new 
Since the meeting Dr. Goldstein has appointod a/committee of three to continue 

the detailed negotiations, which t .. r. :r,reumann suggested. The committee ccneiete of 

Levinthal, Lipsky, and Rothenberg. Judge Levinthal is to have a meeting with Dr. 

Silver tomorro'!' in Atlantic City and i aieted that l\ir . Jeumann should be present 

einc they are int reated in total peace end the Policy Committee wanted him ther 

ae the representative of th Policy Committee. At the meeting it was said by some 

of the people that it wae assumed that in all honor the Policy Committee ould dis

band and tkat all aggression would cease . Mra . Epstein said it wee all right for 

them to publicize it for their constituents, but if the~, discussed it the Policy 

Committee would turn ite blast on them and they are afraid of that. They want the 

disbanding of the Policy Committee. r. Neumann told hem that if they ant this 

diecueeed it should be done with the Committee of the Policy Comn~ttee; he thought 

that would be the proper way. They have to deal with the Policy Committe and not 

with Dr. Silver. 

Mr. Neumann said in conclusion that he had heard the reports of Brooklyn and 

Long Island and felt very proud of those achievements. Dr. Gold tein was inform d 

of the nature of the resolutions, end it did not hurt . 

. Neumann feels very proud to be a member of this group, which has shown it

self to be a group of men who stood up for what they thought aa right and have 

become a salutary power of influence in the Zioniet Organization of America. At 

the preeent moment the ruost potent group within the Z.O.A. is this group represent

ing the five Regions. Without the Yiddish press we could not possibly have gotten 

to first base. Ont e other hand, without having the Zionist (cooperation?) the 

Yiddish preee could not have done it. He said the metropoliten area is cohesive. 

The chairman asked 1~r . Neumann about the unit vote of the z.o.A. 

replied that this was not discussed. 

r. Neumann 

x. Neumann stated that izrachi ant ua to know that they are not particularly 

happy the way in which the Yiddish press commented on the eituation. With all 

praise to Goldstein and Levinthal, Mizrachi ave certain demands t o make and will 

not go back until these demands are granted. Mr. Neumann said we are not making 
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that they should appoint a committee and we will discu s it 

Rabbi Miller asked for the floor at this point ae he had to leave within a few 

minutes. He said that we all recognize the tremendous debt we owe to Emanuel 

Neumann. He could not find words to express appreciation of the earnestness and 

the coneecr ation to which he had dedicated hi11self to this task. It is 11historic." 

Also, we must not forget the work that was done by the office group. He thought it 

could be safely said that the Administration has suffered a first-class defeat. 

These men, he stated, do not like Silver one whit more now than they did six months 

ago. They are just as distrustful of him. They are simply surrendering to the pres

sure of events. Goldstein was shown every day the dossier hich consisted of the 

documents that were pouring in from all ovor the country; we do not know of the 

private letters that flooded the office. The man became sick at this spirit of re

volt. Seriously, there is nothing to be grateful tot ese people for. They have 

been defeated; and by the same token we have won great victory. It is essential 

that Dr. Silver reap the full fruits of his victory. Informally he thought we 

might say to . Neumann that he should express to Dr. Silver our feeling that, 

barring such circumstances that would vitiate the whole spirit of the agreement, 

he ought to go back as airman of the Emergency Council. He said this from the 

point of view of Zionism. He must go to London', and he cannot go unless he en

ters into the work. They have given this ork over to Dr. Silver at a very hard 

time. They will be on the watch to see if he will "break hia neck. In three or 

four or five months they will not hesitate, if thins do not improve, to say that 

Dr. Silver is not the man. The direction must be clear. The effort must be un
mistakable. The country has been clamoring for Dr. Silver's return out of the 

moat sincere desire manifested in this country in the capacity and the ability of 

man. Dr. Silver should be proud of this. In the history of American Jewry, not 

to say of the country, Dr. Silver has been called to service. Dr. Silver cannot 

ignore it. And we, of course, cannot in any way advise him to ignore it. We 

should communicate to Dr. Silver that he has won a victory, that he ought to re-
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sum$ service, and he can leave it to izrachi to fight it out. agbi Niller said (1) 

there should be no vice-chairr&lnehip. (2) There should be vary clear instructions 

from this group to Mr. Neumann in going to see Dr. Silver that the future of the 

Policy Committee is absolutely unaffected. As a collective group we are happy that 

one of our demands has now been effected, namely, the recall of Dr. Silver to leader

ship. But we have oth r demandei infusing a new spirit into the Zionist movement. 

e must make that very clear to Dr. Silver. He will still need a new Zionist or

ganization to put into effect what he wants. There is no Convention; we will hav 

to wait until the Convention comes on. We should declare that we go on with our 

task of bringing order into the Zionist Organization, democratizing the Organiza

tion. 

~r. Neumann raised the aueetion of names for t he Emergency Council and the 

Executive Committee. e said that Dr. Si lver requested specifically that he put 

the matter up to the group and that he get advice, recommendations, and reactions 

e,.f it. 

Mr. Manson ieeued a statement to the effe t that he will not accept any posi

tion as officer. 

Mr. Neumann stated that they will agree to naming two additional members of the 

Z.O.A. and Hadassah on the Council. He said that he had advised Dr. Silver that in 

his opinion e need at least two more on the Executive Committeo. doubted 
of our 

whether they ould egrao to three. Ae he saw it, have two/people on the Council 

and an alternate or two alternates. The Executive Committee of the Z.O.A. has a 

right or co· ld have a right of instructing its repreaentati ves on the Council how 

to vote on important issues. 

Mr.Neumann said personally he does not see hie way to eervine on the Council. 

He had given the matter a good deal of thought. If he goes on the Council and al

so on the Executive Committe, in the nature of things he will be letting himself 

in for much more than he can undertak after all these months. He has neglected 

everything else. He is not in a position to continue to give the time and energy 

which will be required of him if he goes there. He said there are others who have 

not been quite absorbed with the work, are fresher, and could give the proper sup-
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port to Dr. Silver and carry on. He would be glad for a while to be on the side

lines and help with advice and counsel. 

Mr. Low thought that a first-class job was done both theoretically and other

,ise and hoped that we will continue on the same basis. Representat1v s who will 

represent us will represent the z.o.A. in the United States because it has been 

proven that we have done what the Z.O.A. membership wants done. He would not like 

to see us go back on that policy. Mr.Low suggested that a small committee be ap

pointed to gm~■x go over the names and to see hy 1r. Neumann cannot accept and 

find a way of having him accept the office. He strongly objected to anyone on the 

nominating committee nominating himself. 

Wir. Rudavsky deeply regretted the remarks made by N • Neumann. He could net 

s e the Emergency Executive without Emanuel eumann. He said he is a symbol am 

he must be there. Mr. Rudavsky moved that Emanuel Neumann be drafted ae the first 

designee. 

Dr. Shohan said he followed in Rabbi Miller's step. One of the questions he 
is 

asked hen he first came here was w • t his a remotion of or ia it a policy 

committee? Are we interested in one man or in principlAs? The answer is that we 

are interested in principles. Insofar as Dr. Silver sto~d for the principles, we 

were for him. Dr. Silver is not a free agent. Hie recall was brought about hy 

this Committee and by the sentiment of the grass roots~· and he owes them something. 

Dr. Shohan said »■xklln• in working with the U.P.A. he got to know the people in 

it. e has no use for them. DJ:. Shohan said we should give our peace terms. Un

less we get what we want w are not interested. He doubted very much if Dr. Silver 
~ ' 

would come back under conditions hich ould betray w~ in th room and the thousands 

of Zi nists represent He felt that the Policy Committee should go on. From the 

experience of the last four months we have no Zionist ovement in America worth a 

hoot. e said we have a job to do here to make it possible for decent people to 

enter the Zionist movement. 

~r . Shapiro stated that we have a Peace Commi tee and that Dr. Silver ill 

act through that Committee only. Thie should be borne in mind in diecueeione • 

he chairman read a letter that Dr. Silver wrote to . Sol Cohen. 
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• Shapiro gave the ~ames of those on the Peace Committee, as follows: 

Rabbi Leon Fram of Detroit, Samuel Goldstock of Pittsburgh, Samuel J. Keiser of 

Baltimore, Abraham Gol dstein of Iartford, Judge Greenberg of Brooklyn, Samuel J . .. 
Perry of Laurelton, Marcus Abramson of the Bronx, Jacques Torczyner of anhattan, 

Joseph Lerner of ewark. 

i· r. Rude.vsky aa.:.d e heve to think in ter s of Zionism. He eaid we can do 

nothi g so far as reorgenizine the Z.O.A. because ther 1 no Convention. But we 

cannot let the Zionist polic die. For this r~ason we are accepting the pe ce 

terms. They are our erms. They will not have the majority, a d they 111 not 

be able to do what they please. Until the nerl Conventi n the Zionist Policy 

Committee should r main in force. Thie ie an of ficial body. It will etr ngthen 

the hands of Dr. Silver. 

tr. Gribetz said Dr. Silver resigned from the Council because he felt that the 

existing Council wae antagonistic to hie olicy, w ich presupposes that Dr. Silver 

had policies which he could not put into effect. Dr. S 1 ver 'a policies now have a 

better chance of success. In the resolutions pas d by Brooklyn and other groups 

not only wee the neme of Silver mentioned but al eo hie policies. .r. Gri b t z as

sumed that the Regions and the gro e which have adopt d favoring t he return of 

Dr. Silver were particularly and primeri)y stimulated to do this becau e Dr. Silver 

symbolizes a specific policy and hie r turn will bring back that policy. It ia im

portant to etreee that. Almost everyone ae thoroughly apprieed of what wae at 

stake. He said :r. eumann i eati fied in refraining from el iminut ions and that 

t he additions make it poesible for Dr. ~ilver not only to return but put hie poli

ci s into effect satisfactorily. He pr sum d Mr. Ieu o.nn had hie reasons. Mr. 

Gribetz eaid e have tak nth essential steps through the return of Dr. Silver in 

the implementation of the addition of the decent, high-minded, important groups in 

Jewish lif. He doubted very much that the peace could be approv d until the de

tails shall have been worked out in full. Policies unless they ar decided in ad-

v nee are frequently frustrated by little detaile. He said that the policiee pf 

th Policy Committ e will shape themselves ae time progreeeee, but e have one 

I 
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• major objective, i.e., for the pr sent tim to go forth on the policy Dr. Silver 

has pursued in the past. 

Mr. Low,?) stated that we should look upon t his ae an achievement of our firet 

victory. e dare not put obet clee in the way of peace. The reaction againe us 

will be too strong and we ill go under. Every ne craves for p ce. ~.1r. Lo (?) 

said that problems may come up on personnel. 

Mr . aeear said that when he first heard of the peece moves that were made he 

stated ver, distinctly and definitely that this Coitmittee must not be disbanded. 

He suspected that the z.o.A. Executive ill say that we are c nstitutinf ourselves 

as a Committee to carry on the ork of capturing the entire Zionist mo7ement and 

that we already have drawn blood in forcing the recall of Dr. Silver. At least 

until the Conv ntion meets and an expression by the Zionists throughout the country 

is heard, r. Lasear felt that a unanimous expression should go back to the z .. A. 

Executiv that thie Committee ill not be disbanded. Re auested this suggestion be 

put in the form of a motion. 

The chairman said a vote would be taken. 

r. Tuvim suggested that i be ade in the form of recommendation to th 

rati nal Council. 

Mr . Laeear moved to that effect, Recommend to the iational Council that the 

Policy Committee continue to function. 

It aa seconded by Mr. Goodman. nenimou ly carried. 
in the Council, 

Ae for nominations1 r. Neumann said it ie a naticnal m tter and should properly 

come before the Nati cnal Council. However, since the Council could not be called 

together, Dr. Silver was anxious to have so expressions of opinion. 

therefore suggested that while ••x•z nominations are not made the grou 

some ideas to Dr. Silver. Recommendations wold be useful. 
recommended 

r. Jieumann 

xprese 

The chairman ••iii that Mr. eum nn "6-t!F=-~ continue on the Emergency Council. 

Recommendation unanimously carried. 

For the second recommendation, 'r. ? said that since the Council is of na-

tional scope it would be proper to explore poeeible candidates ho were not present, 

otherwi e it would seem ae though it was run by New York. 
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. r. Ruda sky said it is a matter of vital importance. The Council meets in 

re York. Let us forget geography. rle had in mind Mr. Abe Goodman, who is a 

ew Yorker but spends part of the year outside of Ne York. 

fotione cloeed. 

Mr. r-~eumann said the Counci 1 has twenty-six members. He hoped there w il 1 be 

two additional members on the Counci l, both of whom shall aleo go on the Executive 

Committee of th Council; also, one or to alternates, wlich i s extremely important. 

The name of Elihu stone was mentioned to serve as an alternate. He also suggested 

expressing approval of several names, leaving a ch:>ice perhaps to Dr. Silv rand to 

the Pea ce Committee. 11r. Neumann repeated his 6ppreci tio of the unanimous vot . 

However, he stated that he already had advised Dr. Silver that he cannot accept . 

. Tuvim declared that Dr. Silver ill not go back to the Cowcil without e 

clear majority. 

ir. Abe Goodman felt greatly honored by the expression on hie behalf but had 

to £a&■ concern himself ith reality. He aid h lives out of town. He believes 

we will have a problem here. He eeid we are giving Dr. Silver a very bare _worki~ 

majority. He ~ust have that maj~rity constantly at his elbow. V.uch as Mr. Goodman 

appreciated the honor bestowed upon him he oannot accept. However, he wii is per

fectly illing to act as a substitute. It will be physically impossible for him 

to attend all meetings. He suggested in the spirit of recommendation that W.r. 
and r~r. Fishman 

Elihu Stone/be considered; he ould be an alternate. 

t r. Rudavsky suggested that e vote for four or five names, and the following 

were given: Elihu stone, Emanuel Neumann, Jacob Fishman, Irving Miller, Abe 

Go dman. 
of the eugg etion. 

The chairman asked all tnose in favor/ earris x SUr gestion carried • 

. vlr. Zeldin spoke on the Brooklyn resolution. He said it was decided officially 

that it should not be published for forty-eight hours becau e p ce as still pend

ing. If nothing comes out of the eace negotiations t n i should be published . ,. 
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Mr . Goodman, in diecueein this f.iU estion, was mi dful of the rem r • mad 

by Dr. hohan . They justified Dr. Shohan of the titude on the art of the so-

called old leaders of Zionism in America . Instead of ebowi g appreciation of new 

forcee they cu si er the ne forces as ''up tarts." ' e of the probleme the Policy 

Committee should eal wit}, ie that auestion. There is no monopoly of Zionism; we 

want to bring in nei forces. e should greet it not with a feelin of sue icion, 

altt:ough the olicy Commit ee should atend on guard. Our purpose i to bring about 

harmony in the r.:iove ent. We have to preserve the hole m vement. r. Goodman 

thought the oueetion should be approached inane spirit. There are some hat 

are ·rreconcilable; they joined because hey 1;a11t political modification. A iser 

policy on our part would be to establish good will. de said the Policy Committee 

could be used to show that we can reco gnize friends. "r. Goodman believed that x 
x · RialxixiB:& 

w•xx Rti 1MiAx ax»xa~g~ixiRt xrntxxx sx 

r. De ye Stone could be brought into our anks; that • niel Fr sc~ c uld be 

brought back. It was hie f elin that with wiedom it~ x■ axaxt xt x tix■xiimmiat 

and good ill a great deal of god c uld b don r the Policy Committ e. He said 

have to prove to those people that w are not ..at they think ve are. 

:r. Zeldin said that they anted to put a t • rne li t on their resolution· 

that the resolution shou d be kept &a a club in order to fore the issue. 

:r. ,·~anson suggested that while the text of the resolution is not publiehed 

a short report be given to the papers to the ffect that the, resolut • en was adopted 

verwhelmingly demanding the rec 11 of Dr. Silver and that it ae critical of the 

Ad iniatr tion. e ea'd it wold not hurt fro Dr. Goldstein and others to be shown 

r ivately the te t oft e resolution. 

kr . Lesaar stated that the delegates said if there is no peace in forty

eight hours the resolution can be publi led; ho ever, c re must be taken in what 

is published. (The original text of the r eoluti n was withheld for forty- i ght 

hours at the re aueat of the delegat s becaue ther w re rumors of pe ce negotia

tions, but the original resolution (e) can be published if and hen necessary. 



Mr. Neumann advised the forming of the t,:etropolitan Council. 

Mr. Goodman was not clear on the Peace Committee, how it operates. 

Mr. Shapiro said the men on the Committee were called to a luncheon meet

ing for this Thursday to discuss the peace situation. 

The meeting adjourned at 6 P. M. 
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