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e or -- 10 leading execu ives of the nerica.n Zioni t Emergenc' ouncil toda 
have 

an ounced that the reigned in protest against 

ill . e criPPling of Dr . ilver•e progr • by those me bers of th 

ounc 1 ho forced 

of it~ ecutive o 

• ilver tor sign a co-ch ir of th Council and a c ir an 

tt e. e resigning e ec tive are a r L • . apiro , 

irector of the o cil , and arold • 

Infortr.Lltion. 

nson , the organization•e Director of 

ecru ive 

char 

e tex of their l t rE of re~ign·\tion , subci tted to Dr . te h n • i se , 

oft Coun 11 . folJo: 



-

Dr. tepi.n . iae 
rte n Z1.6n1at er 007 Council 

342 ad11on A.,.nue 
•• York 17, . Y. 

De Dr. 1 I 

January 2, 1945 

It ia wit re et t t I find it nee•• ary to ten er re11 
tion as he Director ot rican Zioni ■t r:18r.,. .... _y Counc1.1. I do 
th1• in protest ain•t the o cul ted action of tho• era ot the 
Counoil, • ich forced the rea\ tion of Dr • .A.bba Uill•l 1.lv r, 
in order to iasoci te eelt tr th • oup whic pe tr ted thi• 
d atructin act to our c ae, namel)"., pr••nt repreMnt tive ■ ot 
the Zionist Or anis tion of: rica on t Council, Dr. Iar 1 Go dste1n, 
obert aold an youraelf. 

Th record• of the Couno1.l aliow enr 
\llfu.117 violat d dec1aion• of the Oounail of he hi at ort ce. 
o ntio three ocoaeiona1 (1) Your cancellation - without con 1 tion 

or :uthor1.s t on - ot the ap in en\ whioh had b en • cured for l0 uraelf 
d Dr. 11-,er with the aident of February 2, 1944; (2) The eer1ea ot 

infraction• of deoia:lon• of the Council connected witl. your Vi ai t t, ti. 
rel'ident on October 11th; d (3) Your unauthorised tel to cret 
\ettiniua on October 4th, 1.nt1r ting your acquiescence of the de e nt 

ot the Palestine e1 lution - a t le which yo •nt w thou\ tbe 
l • of the Counc 11 or ot Dr. S11 nr on the Tery dq he • to con-

fer ith . tet,tiniu•. 

It 1 dlfficul t \o beltne that, you, Dr. 1•• who in the past 
baY• ao ,u-...i.w oontribut lone to our ople' e cauae, del iber t 17 
oho to contranx:. , • authority of the Council and injure the 1nt rest• 
of e 110ve nt. Ten a, thi1 late H, I cboo 18 rather to be ieve fro 

kllowl of \he bao ound tha, you •J"e infiuenced by the • 1 
o now 1n control of th z. o. . , who lo ao t to underm'lne Dr. 

11• r• • leaderah1p and inTol•• b1. in failure. Unfortunately, you baTe 
al low d youreelt to be ided b7 th ff n and you •r•, in 1111' i inion, 
exce 7 Ul dT •ed ln do1 ao. 

ou c elle \hi lo .. t ointment, with \be r a1dent on 
ebruary 2nd beoau ot a leo'-1r ent you had :ln the ea,. 
i.re 1• od reaeon to believe that it eting with the reai ent, 

d t, n place •• lanned., '11• fate of the Pale1tine ll ao :ution in 
Con ••• would hay been different, d that it would ban be • proTed 
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Dr. tpen. 1 Janu. y 2, 1 . 

b Con ••• early 1• y ar. • 1 11, eeoond p in t • th t 
Pr eident • 1eoured only on arch 9th t Dr. 11Y r' • ettor\e, 

ter t 1n ervent1on ot il1t y. other eti with th U d 
eeretary of te, to be tollo by another e,1 with th r 11 n 

later in \he 1 , re l Uatwi• tru tr ted due to th• intert r noe ot 
one ot your clo• a11001 tea. 

Dr. lver ha• been ccua ot con\r nni deoiaion of 
Council with r terence to\ Con e111onal R••olution, but it i 
itioant at the motion pro .. a by b1 J • ller censuri 
ilnr, w • • a.rely rejeo •4 by tb Oounail and f 11ed of pa• 

,he e\1 of Dec• ber 00 • I turtbar call to your attent1.on th t no 
censure or other pe ty w • exacted ot you tor your r t d v o 
\ion• of deoi1 n• of th Counoil, d t Dr. Silver nev r • eed 
tor 1Uch dieo1pl1n 1 tion in• you , \ho you did not otter th 
Oounoil on tho•• ooca1ion1 the cour\eq of . • lana\ion ot your ta. 

ow \he r•• \ion ot Dr. lver • been toro tbro h t ftor • 
ot \h z. o. z. bloo, whil you haYe retain d tb8 Chai ■hi ot t 
Council. '.l'hi• double atandard t up by the Z. o . . Admtniatrat1on 

o iffa little ho e that tuwr politic&l. deo1 ion• and \ion, of 
th Oounoil will be oonduc1.y t t e b et nter at of ,h Z1oniat c au• . 

chi t Tioli of \h H d lor 1• ,1--ut ation1 which were 
oarr1.e4 on ,tar ,1.aall7 tor n\ht, cul in ti with the toro 
t . ilver• • re1igna,ton - in ffec a tloa 11a■ainat \on - will 

not be Dr. Abba 111•1 ilv r bul, untortunat 1 , h Jewiah o 1 and 
th• Zioni1 c ae. Dr. ilffr'• h eno to politic l helm ot our 

Yemen\ a, this or1.tlcal lDOllll9D' i• a lumry wl 1.oh our pe le can 1.11 
attord. It \he Oounoil pursuea ol 1.oy of wa1,1 and wait n for t 
" ... n 11 fro • power• t \ be - reyiva of t :ut 
a,,1tud.• - tben I •• u &4- t• reaeon \o oon\inu.e \b 1-..---.. ~­
pu.blic rel \ion, rocr of the Oounotl. 'l t would be a w 
and ener , to w ioh I oanno\ b par,y. 

Bi1'°r1 will pa11 Judpen\ o th T olenoe which you 
aaaooia\ea ~• do \o t v:l\ l ntereat, of the Zionia, 

d your 
ve nt. 

1ncer 17 your , 



• 

J anuaey 2. 1945 

Dr. Stephen S. ae 
.American Zion1 et lmergency Counail 
342 ad1 eon .A.Tenue 
Bew Tork 17, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. 1Nt 

It i• with a feeling of deep re et that I haff 
obllffftd \he recent 4ff•lopment• within the .American Zioniat 
~ rgency Council. 'lt:tr more than a 7ear I baff tr led to 
Mne our llcwemen, w1 th all the energy, re~cefuln••• and 
deTOtion that I could mu.eter. 'l'brougbout thl• period I haTe 
aupported the pollciea aclTanced bf Dr. SilYer, which I belien 
to 'be the wiHat in the situation. I haw newed the policie ■ 
of hi• opponent• on the Council w h tstruet, and d.iafaTor and 

coIIYinced \ha , ao d )7 peraonal con ideration•, the7 haTe 
crippled Dr. Silnr' 1 progam, which produced tbe great achieTe-
m.enta of the paet 7ear. I al.10 conTinced that 11' the• m.en 
continue their preaent tactica, ~hey will lead the Zionist 

oTement et ther to a complete ■tandatill or to moral end po-
1 it.ical bankruptcy. 

But I look forward to tbe time when our llo e ent 
will resume tbe qn&mic and courageoua policies purcued during 
the paat year. which I convinced will lead to the fulfill-
ent ot our people'• hietoric hope. 

In theae etrcu atancea, candor impel• me to tender 
herewi\h rq Naignat1on a• Director of Inforu;.at1on of the 
4'merican Z1on11\ Bmergen07 Couno 1. 

Sincerel7 yours , 



-------
LOBG ISi.AiD ZlOBIS'r DGIOI I.ACXS Ill. SII.VD 

-------- --
DIYAIDS ms U!DD TO AM&IO.W ZIOllIS! JIOLITIO.U. x;IAJSRSIIP 

- !'he wan of reeentman, -•ping tbe rank1 of America. z1on11,1 onr th8 

re1lpa,lon of Dr. Abba illl•l lt.lTer from thlt politioal lea4erth1p of .&.mer1oan 

Z1o:n1• 4M to ti. aa,1on1 of ti. pre .. n, Mlad.nl•tra,lon of \m z.o.A., wa, 

upr••••4 once again la1\ night at a mee,lng of the Mld.nl1tratin ColIIIlittee of 

the Long Island Zionist Region. !ya vote of 33 to 17 the Region representing 
_) ) 

37, Zioni t Districts and 6000 member ■, called upon the Executive Committee of 

the z. O .. to recall Dr. Abba Hill.el Silver to polittcal leadership in the 

American Zionist Emergency Council. 

This expreasion ot oonfidence in Dr. Silver, which tollow• similar action 

taken by the :Brooklyn Zionist Region, largest Z ionr at Region in the country, a1 

adopted after a three-hour discussion, during which !l)eakers assailed the attitude 

of the z. o. A . .Administration and lauded~ Dr• Silver•• 11 eynamio 

leadership" and "militant policies" as reflecting the will ot the Zionist• of 

.America. They called tor unity in the Z ioni at Movement through the return ot 

Dr. Silver to the political leader1hip of .American Zioniam. The meeting wae pre­

aided over by Samuel J. Perry, Preaident of tbe Region. 

Official repreaentative ■ of the z. o. A. Adminiatration or of Dr. 

Silver• e supporters were not preaen t at the meeting. However, at an earlier 

aeaaion, held on December 28, Rabbi illiam Greenfield of Hartford, 06nn., attended 

at the request of Dr. Israel Goldstein, and Emanuel Neumann preeented a complete 

expoaition of Dr. Silver•• position. Mr. Neumann, who waa supoorted by Rabbi 

Irving tiller, waa warmly applauded by the therin. 

A resolution, aimilar to those approved by the :Brooklyn and Long 

I aland R8 g1on•, hae also been adopted by the Connecticut Zioni at Region. -
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STATEMENT BY DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVF.R 

I have been requested to comment on the statements issued by Dr. Israel Goldstein 
which purport to give the facts connected with the controversy which developed in 
the American Zionist Emergency Council. Dr. Goldstein's facts suffer from deft 
distortions, twists and significant omissions, which give a false and misleading 
account of what actually transpired. 

1) Dr. Goldstein states that at a meeting of the Emergency Council on October 30, 
it was unanimously decided not to press for the resolutions unless and until the 
preliminary approval of the Executive branch of the Government shall have been se­
cured, No such decision was taken by the Emergency Council on October 30. In fact 
no decisions whatsoever were taken at that meeting. The minutes of the meeting 
quote me as saying: 11 We will not go ahead with the resolution without fully can­
vassing the situation. If the answer from the State Department is at all vague, I 
would not recommend proceeding with it." Tlis precaution was suggested, not out of 
a desire not to offend the State Department or the President, but in order to pro­
tect ourselves against the kind of surprise which was jumped on us last Spring. The 
Council wanted to make doubly sure before it moved; but no one really expected any 
opposition in view of all that had transpired in the preceding months. 

At that same meeting I reported (and I quote from the minutes of the meetin~) "that 
in anticipation of the reconsideration of the resolution when Congress reconvenes, 
the Emergency Council has been engaged in stimulatin afresh the interest of the 
members of the House Foreign Affairs and Senate Forei~n Relations Committees. The 
local emergency committees in communities in which t ese members resided had been 
asked to approach them again and to bring them up to date on recent developments and 
to suggest that early action on the resolution, when Congress reconvenes, would be 
desirable. The results so far are gratifying." 

Thus the Council, on October 30, was fully informed that continued activities in 
behalf of our resolution were 6·oin on and \ ould continue in V'ashincton and all over 
the country. It is false to suggest even by implication tlat the Emergency Council 
at its meeting on October 30 Q1-:g~red a).l of our activities in behaJf of tt.~rcsolu­
tion to be discontinued. It merely directed that we explore the mind of the State 
rerartment on our resolution, and t:bere 1t,as a consensus of opinion that if the 
State Depa-rtment attitude ·as found to be rleeative, we would then not proceed with 
the resolutions. Until such time, however , activities in behalf of the resolution 
were not to be discontinued , nor was word to go out that we were even considering a 
poesible postpo ement. 

Inquiries were accordingly rrade at the State Department, and at the meeting on 
November 21, Dr. Wise reported "that Mr. Stettinius had telephoned him and informed 
him that he had seen the President who urged that nothing be done about the bill at 
this time and that the matter be left in his hands a little while longer." 

This, however, did not satisfy the members of the Emergency Council, Many felt 
that they had rn ae am st k~ in deciding to make 1nquiries at the State Department 
jn the ficst place, We might have assumed that the withdrawal of the military ob-
ections , the party platforms which included Palestine planks and the statement of 

the President himself on October 15 were sufficient "g-reen light" to go ahead. 

At this meeting, and here again I quote from the minutes, "there followed a lengthy 
discussion , and it was fi ally decided that efforts bg mad~ce more to obtain 
clearance from the President through Senator iagner, and perhaps others. It was 
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a .reed to leave it to Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver and Mr. Shulman to tape the neces ary 
action with regard to an approach to the President." There was no other action 
taken at this meeting. 

In other words, the Erner ency Council, upon se~ond thought, was not satisf ed to 
have the resolut1.on shelved just because the State Department and the President had 
indicate the r ob.jectj_on to t e re olution. They were not content to let, i ·t go at, 
that. They wanted persuasive influence to be brought to bear upon the Adrn1.nistra­
tion to change its mind. 

Dr. Wise strenuously objected to this line of procedure. He did not want the 
President "a..rmoyed" by our insistence and our persuasion. He reluctantly yielde 
to the pressure of the Council and thereafter, far from using his energies vigorous­
ly to persua e the Secretary of State and the President, he seriously interfered 
with me in carrying out the clear mandate of the Council. 

2) Dr. Goldstein forgets to mention the fact which I ma e knovn to the Council that 
the day following the November 21 meeting, I wired Dr. W re urging him to get in 
touch with Congressman Bloom to see the President. Dr. Wise never replied to this 
telegram. 

5) No one interested in the passage of the bill ever saw the Presi en t on the resolu­
tion at that time or since. He was out of Washington. All our information has come 
through Mr. Stettinius. The first and the only personal contact with Mr. Stettinius 
to carry out the wishes of the Council could not be made before December 4. It was 
made by Senator V agner and myself. Senator Wagner was not in 'ashington before the 
preceding Tuesday and our appointment could not be made before the following Monday. 

4) But by December 4 the Senate Foreign Relations Committee had already met ard 
b?d considered our resolut1on. In fact, at the request of Senator Taft, our 
Palestine Resolution was to have been considered by the Committee on November 22, 
but out of courtesy to Senator Wagner who was out of the city, the consideration or 
our resolution by the committee was postponed to November 29. I reported at the 
meeting of our Council on November 21 that such a meeting of th Senate Committee had 
been scheduled for the next day, but had been postponed to the 29th. 

Senator Taft requested consideration of the resolution on his own initiative. He 
as neither requested nor urged by me . Already on November 11 (please note the 

date) Senator Taft wrote me : "I have had to delay my return to Washington until 
Thursday, but I hope we can proceed with the PnJestine_].esolution imrr.edjately~" He 
was one of the co-spon ors of the resolution. e had resented the postponement of 
the resolution last Spring. It was he who had kept after the military until he ob­
tai~ed the letter from Secretary of War Stimson withdrawing their objections. As 
soon as Congress reconvened, he began pressing for his•resolution, just as we all 
did, including the delegates at the Convention of the ZOA at Atlantic City. 

5) Dr. Goldstein suggests that if I had not brought pressure on Congresswan Bloom 
to take the watter up with his committee, no action whatsoever would have been taken 
in Congress. I dld not arrive in ashington until November 27. By that time a 
meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, as I indicated above, had al­
ready been set for November 29, and the Se ate Co .mittee was prepared to act favor­
ably on our resolution at that meeting. 

It has been suggested that I should have asked the committee to defer action, Why? 
TL s as certainly not my mission nor tT'andate in Was on. I v.as there to see 
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whet.her I could persuade the State Department and the Presi ent to withdra1 t'1eir 
objections to tbe passage of the resolution. Failin in that, the Council wo~ld 
then have to decide what to do, since the first report of the President's dis. -
proval did not close the matter as far as the Council was concerne. I h4d not yet 
had the opportunity to contact either the State Department or the Pr sid~nt. I w s 
not to see Arr. Stettinius until December 4. Until I ha had the chance t p - suar 
them and failed, I could not go, nor did the Council obligate me to go, to the 
members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and ask them, many of whom had 
been critical of the State Department's intervention and of the President's actio 
last Spring, to postpone action on our Palestine Resolution for which the Jews of 
America. had so persistently pressed up to the very last. We were not pressing fo 
the resolution. The pressure came from the Senate Committee itself which was so 
much interested in the Palestine Resolution that it met on four successive occasio 
to consider it and it insisted time and again on approvin~ our resolutio in spite 
of two personal appearances before it made by the Secretary of State and in splte of 
obher pressure brought by the Administration against it. Even v,hen th0 resolution 
was finally postponed as a. result of the persistent pressure from the Sta e Dep~rt­
rnent and the President, two-thirds of the members of the S nate Committee signei a 
round rob n in which they stated that they would have voted for the resolution W-rc 
it not for this insistence of the State Department and the P esident. 

Congressman Bloom had publicly announced right after the President's statement of 
October 15 that he would summon a meeting of his committee the day after Congress 
reconvened. He was eager to move forward. I called on him for the purpose of 
getting him to contact the President and State Department. He did not feel that th 
State Departmeht had to be consulted about it. It was none of its business, he 
stated. Prior to my arrival in ~ashington, and in anticipation of the meeting o 
his committee, he had had printed as a House document, the Palestine endorsement 
made by the four hundred congressmen and senators which appeared in the volume, 
"America and Palestine," recently published by the Emergency Council. It was 
Congressman Bloom's own idea and all credit is due him for it. Congressman Bloom 
was so1ewhat concerned with the fact that he might ba blamed if he moved forward 
and the resolution failed of passa ,e in his committee. He wanted us to sho.re int 
responsibility for moving ahead. I reassured him on that score, and at hls r~ uest, 
I wrote him a letter following our interview in VJhich I backed him up. Congressman 
Bloom convoked his committee on November 29, the very ay on which the Senate Com­
mittee met to consider our resolution. Bloom was undoubtedly encouraged to .ove 
forward rapidly by the fact that the Senate Committee had sche ulcd a mcetin on 
November 29 and Vias expected to act favorably on the re~olution. 

6) t'hen we finally got to Mr. Stettinius on December 4-- nd here Dr . GoldGtein 's 
memory again conveniently fails him -- we were shown, right at the outset, t hat fat 1 
telegram of Dr. Wise which was dispatched without the knowledge of eithor Sc.1a.tor 
Wagner or myself and without any authorization from the Council on the very evo of 
our interview, a telegram which was calculated to nullify the effectiveness of our 
mission to the Secretary of State. This telegram which in so many words told the 
Secretary of State, and through him the President, that Dr. Wise and many of his 
ssociates would readily and without protest accept their decision with reference to 

the resolution, broke the back of the entire effort which the Council had resolved 
to make in order to change the mind of the State Department and of the President. 
Our only hope lay in persuading Mr. Stettinius, anj through him, the President, t' at 
the entire Zionist Movement and the entire Jev·ish people of America w re solidly 
united in demanding action on the resolution vhich had been hangine fire for over 
t en months, ard that their hopes, which had been raised so high by all that had 
tra spired during the year, would be ashed to the ground if it became lmo n that 
tle resident i sisted on a second deferment . Dr. V:i3e's tcle~rum which was set 
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from Pittsburgh at the time of the sessions of the American Jewish Conference, and 
presumably with the knowledge of Dr. Goldstein, deliberately wrecled this effort and 
torpedoed the resolution. 

7) Dr. Goldstein has another serious lapse of memory. On December 5, he sent the 
following telegram to every member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee: "-~ 
earnestly urge you report out favorably Palestine Resolution for adoption by present 
Congress ... Your Committee's favorable action would be deeply appreciated as ful­
fillment President's magnificent message to last Zionist Organization Convention 
and overwhelming American opinion as expressed recently in both party platforms." 

Why did Dr. Goldstein violate the "unanimous decision" of the Erner ency Council in 
urging Senators to act on the resolution when he knew full well that no "green 
light" had been given? If Dr. Silver is guilty of a breach of discipline, what 
auout Dr. Goldstein? But the gentleman was playing safe! If the resolution passed 
he would share in the credit. If it failed - why he would see to it that the fail­
ure would all be blamed on Dr. Silver. 

And having sent this telegram, why did he appear in Washington forty-eil{ht hours 
later to urge the same Senators not to pass the resolution? 

And havin come to ashington to persuade the Senators not to pass the resolution, 
why did he permit himself to be persuaded by me not to carry out his mission? In­
stead, he and the other members of the committee went to Mr. Stettinius to tell him 
that the Zionists were not pressing for the resolution but that the pressure came from 
the Senate Committee itself {which, of course, was the truth). Is Dr. Goldstein un­
willing ever to assume responsibility for what he does, or says, or writes? Is the 
fault always that of someone else? 

8) Dr. Goldstein a ain has a convenient lapse of memory when he fails to mention 
that at the Executive of the Emergency Council which met in Washington on onday 
morning, December 11 {and hich by the way as the only authorized meeting of the 
Emergency Council since the meeting on November 21 -- the other meetings of December 
7 and 9 being rump meetings called by Dr. Wise in contravention of the clear pro­
visions of the constitution) it was agreed that nothin5 be done to interfere with 
t he passage of the reso]ut1.on on which the Foreign Affairs Committee was to act that 
very afternoon, but instead Mr. Stettinius should be asked to issue a statement that 
his appearance before the Senate Committee did not indicate a change of attitu eon 
the pa.rt of the President. Nothing was to be Qaid to Mr. Stettinius about dP-ferrin, 
t he PGlestine Resolution. tr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein concurred on this, an I joine 
in the delegation to r. Stettinius with that understanding and only on that ba~is. 

9) Dr. Goldstein stated that the resolution which was approved by the House Foreign 
Affa.irs Committee was regarded by many Zionists here and especially in Palestine as 
a " ~atered-down" resolution because the word "Jewish" Vias omitted before "Common-
{ealth" and the word "ultimately" was retained. How, then, is one to account for 
the fact that the presidents of Hadassah, M zrachi and the Poale Zion, as well as 
K. Lipsky of the Jewish A~ency Executive, hailed the resolution in public state­
rr.ents? r. Vise told Congressman Bloom and me on the very day that it vms vote 
tlat it was "a very good resolution." The Jewish press likewise welcomed it hearti­
ly, and tlie American Jewish Conference, meeting in Pittsburgh, acclaimed it. 

It might be in point here to recall that at the Hearings before the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs - on February 8 - Dr. Goldstein was asked by Congressman Schiffler: 
"ou do not propose immediately to have a Commonwealth?" To which Dr. Goldstein 



. . . 
- 5 -

replied: "No; we could not propose it as an immediate step, because we realize 
t ere would have to be a Jewish majority in th land before we could act for the 
implementation of a commonwealth, and the achievement of a Jewish majority will un­
doubtedly take some time." (Seep. 119 of the Hearin s.) 

10) Dr. Goldstein is cuilty of a distortion when he states that at the final meet­
ing of the Emergency Councjl, where I announced my resignation, I asked to be m~de 
t: J.c sole leader in the Zionist movement in America with absolute unconditional 
power. "When this condition was not agreed on," states Dr. Goldstein, I "hande in 
my resignation." There is not a scintllla of truth in all this. I stated at the 
rr.eeting that the present set-up of dual or multiple leadership in the Council has 
led to serious conflicts in the past and had culminated in the present crisis. I 
a. .. ised a re-organization of the Emergency Council with an eye towards t'1e elimina­
tion of conflicting leadership and the centralization of authority. In connection 
~rith that, I read at great length a letter which I wroLe to Dr. Wise in 1945 at t _ 
time when he and Dr. Weizmann asked me to take over the leadership of the political 
work of our movement. In that letter I stated that if Dr. Wise wished to contin~e 
as the active political leader of the movement, no one was thinking of supplanting 
him. I assumed that he wished to be relieved of it. "If now you feel that you wis 
to retain that office, not in an honorary but in an active capacity, I wish you 
would let me kno~ definitely and in making my reply I will say that Dr. Wise is hea 
of the political work of the Emergency Council and there is no need for drafting me 
or a~yone else." • 

Dr. ~ise knew exactly under what conditions I assumed the office at his and Dr. 
reizmann's urging. The purpose was to eliminate the very unfortunate overlapping 
and cross-purposes in our political work which brought the Emergency Council to 
bankruptcy two years ago. 

y resignation, as everyone lmows, was not prompted, as Dr. Goldstein asserts, by 
the refusal of the Emergency Council to accept my suggestions for re-organization. 
These su gestions were not even considered at the meeting and have not yet bee acte:i 
upon. It as a motion to request all the of~icers of the Emergency Council to resign, 
a motion ~hich the Council refused to table, which called forth my resignation. 

THE FOLLOWING SECTION (#11) IS COWIDENTIAL AND NOT FOR PUBLICATION. 
11) Dr. Goldstein refers to a memorandum which Dr. Nahum Goldmann sent me purport­
ing to be a report of hat the Secretary of State had told him and Dr. Wiso in reply 
to the request of the Council to issue the statement which is referred to above. I 
was a member of the committee which called upon Mr. Stettinius to request that state­
ment. The reply of Mr. Stettinius was not given in writing to the Council, but orally 
to Dr. Goldmann. and Dr. Wise who happened to be calling on the Secretary of State on 
nother mission. Dr. Goldmann sent me the following memorandum a few days later: 

11 .i. Stettinius called Dr. Wise and me into his room before meeting with the deleea­
tion. He told us that he had been in touch with the President about the statement 
w1ich we had suggested he should issue. He said that the President was in a very 
lad mood because we had gone ahead with the Resolution and instead of acquiescing i 
is request to hold the matter up for the time being, had sought to bring pressure 

to bear through the Senate. He felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him, 
and Mr. Stettinius said that in the circumstances it was difficult to discuss such 
questions with him at this time. It would not be possible for him (Mr. S.) to issue 
the letter suggested." 

I was surprised and disturbed by this report, for in my two previous contacts with 
lJr. Stettinius there was no indication whatsoever given that the President v as in 
a very bad mood or that e felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him. 
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fT. Goldmann did not treat that "information" as confidential. He conveyed th s 
"information" to newspapermen in New York. A panic mood was being fostered amon~ 
Zionists with the design -- as later events showed -- to bring about my resignation. 

In preparation for my official report to the Emergency Council, which was to be 
given on December 20, and in order not to do any injustice eith r to the Secretary 
of State or to the President, I made inquiries as to whether this memorandwn of Dr. 
Goldmann correctly represented what Mr. Stettinius had said, and whether perhaps ho 
ha been misquoted, or misunderstood. 

I received a reply to the effect that Dr. Goldmann•s memoran1um "was not quite in 
accordance with the Secretary's record. The Secretary told Dr. Wise that he had 
been in touch with the President as he had offered to do regarding the statemenG 
which Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver had requested him to make. The reaction that Mr. 
Stettinius obtained was that the President felt that this group should have con­
fidence in his handling of the matter and that it would not be appropriate for .rr. 
Stettinius to issue the statement. Mr. Stettinius asked Dr. Wise if he would be 
good enough to give this information to Dr. Silver." 

This, of course, is a radically different version from that of Dr. Goldmann•s. 
There is noth:ing here about the President being in a very bad mood, or feeling tha.1. 
the Zionists had lost confidence in him. But Rabbi Goldstein, far from beLY!g 
shocked at Lr. Goldmann•s amazing misquotation of a most critical r port and far 
from regarding it as something "scandalous," denounces rather my fact-finding in­
quiry as something "scandalous" ... 

12) There are many other things which this Rabbi chooses to forget. Already at t e 
Zionist Convention in Atlantic City he and his little cabal were preparing the way 
for my elimination. The Resolutions Committee of the Convention had prepared a 
resolution which wholeheartedly endorsed my administration and called for a con­
tinuation of the dynamic and successful program of the Emergency Council "under the 
present leadership." At a subsequent meeting, Dr. Goldstein demanded the elimina­
tion of the words "under the present leadership." He made that request, he said, in 
the name of Dr. Wise with whom he had spoken by telephone in New York. I stated, 0.1. 
course, that as far as I was concerned, I intended to hold rny office not a sir.~le 
day longer than the Emergency Council wished me to , and that, of course, I would 
o.eree to the elimination of the words 11 u.Y1der the present leadership." 

The ZOA Administration had a difficult time at the plenary session of the Co:1vei.1tio 
to put through the resolution without the words "under the present leadership." I 
personally had to step forward and beg the delegates to agree to the omission of 
those words. But my friends and I knew all along what was in the mind of Dr. 
Goldstein and his clique. 

15) Many will recall the fight which raged at the ZOA Convention in Atlantic City 
about my annual report which the administration was determined to schedule at the 
ery end of the Convention when most of the delegates would have gone home, in 

order to make small change of it. Dr. Goldstein had to yield to the pressure from 
the delegates but the whole miserable affair was another result of the embittered 
and envenomed policy of undermining, belittling and discrediting which Dr. Goldstein 
and his friends had been carrying on throughout the year. 

14) The Rabbi has since carried out a succe~sful purge of Silver adherents on the Ex­
ecutive of the ZOA and among the representatives of the ZOA on the Emergency Council. 
Ilia efficiency in perfecting his political machine should be the envy of Tammany Hall. 

For further information write to: I arry L. Shapiro 
250 West 57 St,. 

Room 1050 
New Yore 19, N. Y. 



furtl er inf or,n tion on the et ti tude of the 8 t ore ··ho 

c-ponsored t e :ialestine epolution , rece1tly dAferr c1 t the 

reque~t of the Stste Depe.Jt.ment, to ~1erds the entire .u- tion of 

further Con6refsioncl ction on this m--tt r , w::; eve·led todty. 

The f·ct~ re the follo · ing: 

Dr. Ab . Hillel cilver disclosed ta pr ess conference on 

Janu"ry 4th th._. t he h d received letter, d ted December 28th, 

from Sen tor Robert A. Taft, co-sponsor of the original P lestine 

Resolution, in which Senrtor Taft seid that he has itt n to 

Sen tor Robert F. V ,gner asking whether the e 1 York cen,tor iill 

join him in reintroducing the Resolution. 

Sen tor Taft's letter w s sent to r . ...,ilver in the lEtter's 

cap city as co-ch irman of the American • 1ist Emergency Council, 

but in smuch as Dr. bilver h•d already res· ed, he forw rded the 

letter to the Council for action by the new administrl tion. 
re arded 

S netor T~ft's letter is kidxg in ~ionist circle$ as 

inother indication thut pro-Zioniet meober~ of Con6ress re anxious 

to bring about, on their own initiative, the pacs~ e of Palestine 

Resolution encomp ssing ~ionift aims. It teftifies to the effect­

ivenesc- of the progrsm of education carried on in ~shir..gton during 

the past yeEr by the American ~ioni'"'t Emergency Council, under the 

le derchin of ~r. ilver, and indic,tes further th t pro- le tine 

ben tors a.re presc::ing ilionist leeders to approve Congression 1 

action on the question , rather th n the reverse. 



ABBA HILLEL SILVER TESTIMONIAL DI}~IBR COMMITTEE 
ROOM 704 
55 WEST 42 STREET 
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

For ImmediA.t.e Relea. e 

EINSTEIN HEADS LIST OF CO-CHAIR!JEN FOR TESTI ONIAL TO DR. SILVER 
.... - .. -

MANY PROMINEr1T FIGURES JOIN TO HONOR ZIONIST LEADER 

New York -- Professor Albert Einstein heads the list of prominent lea~crs 

from all walks of life who are acting as co-chairmen of the testimonial dinner being 

tendered to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, on arch 21st in the Grand Ball­

room of the Hotel Commodore, New York City. 

The dinner, plans for which were initiated by the Zionists of New York, 

will pay tribute to Dr. Silver for hls outstanding leadership of American Jewry over 

many years and for his great contributions to American thought and public welfare. 

Dr. Silver served as national chairman of the United Palestine Appeal for. seven 

years. His vigorous leadership of the .American Zionist Emergency Council throughout 

the past year is generally regarded as his most notable accomplishment. 

In addition to Professor Einstein, the co-chairmen include Hon. M. Maldwin 

Fertig, prominent New York attorney and President of the Bronx Zionist Region, Rabbi 

V1olf Gold, leader of World Mizrachi; Hon. Nathan~el L. Go~dstein, Attorney-General 

of New York State; Professor Horace M. Kallen, of the New School for Social Research, 

Professor Mordecai M. Kaplan, of the Jewish Theological Seminary; Emanuel Neumann, 

Zionist leader and former member of the Jewish Agency Executive, David Pinski, 

poet-playwright and leader of Labor Zionism, Charles J. Rosenbloom, Treasurer 

of the United Palestine ApFeal; Hon. Carl Sherman, former Attorney-General of 

New York State; Supreme Court Justice Ueier Steinbrink, and Pierre van Paassen, 

noted author. 

!~ark Sugarman is treasurer and Abraham Goodman, Treasurer of the Zionist 

Organization of America, is secretary of the dinner committee, which is still in 

formation. 
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PRESS RELEASE FROM 

1 AMERICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE 
55 WEST 42 STREET 

TEL. LA 4 - 7319 

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. For Imme iate Rel ease 

AMERICA~T ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE LAUNCHED; 
WILL PRESS FOR DR. SILVER'S POLICIES 

GROUP TO FUNCTION WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF Z. O. A. 

-- The American Zionist Policy Committee, which will function both 

nationally and locally within the framework of the Zionist Organization of America 

in order to "press for a militant and dynamic Zionist policy such as has been 

exemplified by the successful leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver," was launched 

this week by a group of prominent Zionist leaders throughout the country, headed 

by Charles J. Rosenbloom of Pittsburgh. 

In a letter sent to a number of leading American Zionists, Mr. Rosenbloom, 

who is treasurer of the United Palestine Appeal and former treasurer of the 

United Jewish Appeal, listed the purposes of the American Zionist Policy Committee 

as follows: 

"(l) To deepen Zionist thought and the understanding of Zionist 

problems on the part of our lay leaders and the rank and file. 

"(2) To advocate and press for a militant and dynamic Zionist policy 

such as has been exemplified by the successful leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

"(5) To strengthen the Zionist Organization of America from within by 

developing a vigorous and informed public opinion' among its membership and an 

intelligent interest in national affairs. 

"(4) To revitalize the democratic principle basic to our movement so 

that the composition and policies of the national administration shall reflect 

the will and temper of the great body of American Zionists." 

Mr. Rosenbloom emphasized that the Committee's activities "will in 

no wise interfere with the political work of the Zionist Emergency Council. As 

Dr. Silver has repeatedly urged, all constructive Zionist efforts must be carried 

on with undiminished vigor." 
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Assailing the Z. 0. A. administration's action in forcin~ Dr. Silver's 

elimination from the political leadership of American Zionism "after a year of 

prodigious activity and unprecedented political achievement," Mr. Rosenbloom 

declared: "That such incredible things could happen in the way they did, points 

to serious internal conditions which must be corr.ected if we are to avoid major 

setbacks. The leadership of the Z. O. A. has revealed a.n appalling ineptitude a d 

an incapacity to deal in a statesmanlike manner with such crises as are bound to 

arise. It has acted precipitately and arbitrarily. It has either. mistaken the 

sentiments of the great body of American Zionists, or deliberately ignored them ." 

The American Zionist Policy Committee is establishin; offices at 

55 West 42 Street, New York 18, N. Y. 

The text of Mr. Rosenbloom•s letter follows: 

"We have all been shocked and bewildered by the events of the past 
weeks. Suddenly and without warning we learned that Dr. Abba Hillel Silver has 
been ellminated from the political leadership after a year of prodigious activity 
and unprecedented political achievement. 

"This blow to our movement was dealt by the ZOA administration without 
troubling to ascertain the views ar~d wishes of its constituents. No attempt was 
made to compose differences among the leaders and preserve Zionist unity. All 
proposals for a cooling off period, e.11 counsels of moderation were rejected. 
'I'he Emergency Council was hastily •reorganized' with a slate of officers which 
added no new talent, but excluded the strongest figure in American Jewish life 
and the most dynamic and resourceful leader in American Zionism. Thus, at a most 
critical time, we have been confronted with a fait accompli, an open breach and a 
bitter controversy. 

"That such incredible things could happen in the way they did, pojnts 
to serious internal conditions which must be corrected if we are to avoid major 
setbacks. The leadership of the ZOA has revealed an appalling ineptitude a.nd an 
incapacity to deal in a statesmanlike manner with such crises as are bound to 
arise. It has acted precipitately and arbitrarily. It has either mistaken the 
sentiments of the great body of American Zionists, or deliberately ignored them. 

"This is but the climax of a general trend which has long disturbed 
many thoughtful Zionists. Side by sice with the gratifying numerical growth of 
our organization, there has been going on a moral deterioration at its center and 
a steady weakening of its democratic fiber. Lay leaders in all communities have 
teen receiving orders and assignments which they have cheerfully carried out, 
but they have not been encouraged to express themselves or to participate 
effectively in the shaping of Zionist policy. 

"Vitally important posts and committees in the national setup have 
been increasingly filled by mere satellites or by persons who are considered 
•safe.' Criticism is frowned upon and the critics eliminated. Esteemed and 
seasoned Zionist leaders, such s Emanuel Neumann, Elihu D. Stone and others have 
been replaced by yes-men lacking their standing, experience or qualifications. 
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Even our National Convention - the ultimate source of democratic authority -
has all but lost its original character of a deliberative assembly and has 
become a sounding board for a small group of leaders who occupy its platform 
year in, year out. 

"Today the important political gains we have made under Dr. Silver's 
brilliant leadership are imperilled. There is a danger that the militant spirit 
he has infused into our ranks will be allowed to die and his dynamic policy 
abandoned. There is danger that when the powerful momentum he has imparted is 
spent, our movement will relapse into the state of auto-paralysis and political 
impotence in which it was bogged dovm before Dr. Silver took over the responsi­
bility from the very hands which are now lifted against him. 

"The time has come for those of us who are leaders and workers in 
our respective communities, and are deeply concerned about the future of our 
movement to act and make our influence felt. To this end a number of us have 
decided to associate ourselves nationally under the name of the American 
Zionist Policy Committee. Its purposes may be briefly stated as follows: 

"(l) To deepen Zionist thought and the understanding of Zionist problems on 
the part of our lay leaders and the rank and file. 

"(2) To advocate and press for a militant and dynamic Zionist policy such as 
has been exemplified by the successful leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 

11 (3) To strengthen the Zionist Organization of America from within by developing 
a vigorous and informed public opinion among its membership and an intelli­
gent interest in national affairs. 

"(4) To revitalize the democratic principle basic to our movement so that the 
composition and policies of the national administration shall reflect the 
will and temper of the great body of American Zionists. 

"Our activity will in no wise interfere with the political work of 
the Zionist Emergency Council. As Dr. Silver has repeatedly urged, all con­
structive Zionist efforts must be carried on with undiminished vigor. Our 
Committee will function both nationally and locally within the frame ork of 
t he ZOA. It will carry on a campaign of education. It will also lay plans 
for carrying out necessary reforms in our organization. 

"e have taken this initiative upon mature deliberation and after 
consultation with Dr. Silver, who, we hope, will head our committee in an 
active or honorary capacity. 

"On behalf of my associates and myself, I invite you to indicate 
your adherence to our views and your willingness to serve on the national 
council of the American Zionist Policy Committee now in formation. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Charles J. Rosenbloom" 
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PRESS RELEASE 
AMERICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE 
55 WEST 42 STREET 
NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 

TL. LA 4-7319 

FOR IM1IBDIATE RELEASE 

TRI-STATE ZIONIST REGION UNANIMOUS FOR DR. SILVER'S RECALL TO LEADERSHIP 

New York-- The Tri-State Zionist Region, comprising almost 9000 members of 

the Zionist Organization of America f~om Pittsburgh, Western Pennsylvania, 

parts of West Virginia and Eastern Ohio, has unanimously adopted a resolution 

deploring the breach in the American Zionist movement and demanding Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver's recall to political leadership. This was announced today by 

the newly-formed American Zionist Policy Committee. 

The Committee disclosed that at a joint meeting of the executive and 

administrative committees of the Tri-State Region held on February 11th at 

the William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, a discussion of the controversy within 

the Zionist Organization of Jµnerica took place. Judge Louis Levinthal, of 

Philadelphia, who had addressed the meeting on 11 The Expansion Fund of the 

Z.O.A.," participe.ted in the discussion and delivered a lengthy address 

criticizing Dr. Silver and defending the Z.O.A. Administration's actions. 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, of New York, who had spoken earlier on "The Political 

Situation in the Near East," refuted Judge Levinthal's remarks and represented 

the pro-Silver point of view. 
• 

At the conclusion of the discussion, and after both sides had been fully 

presented, the meeting voted unanimously to recall Dr. Silver to leadership. 
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PRE S RELE SI 
AM .C N ZI8Ni f:T POLI CY roMMITTE! 
~ IE T 42 STREET 
BEW YORI 18, •• t. 

POR IMMEDIATE RELEA SE 

AMERICiiN ZIONI T EMERGE!' CY COUNCIL S'1' FF INSCRIBES DR. SILVER 1 ~ H YE IN GOLDEN BOOK 

- --

R• York- The entire staff of the A .. rioan Zionist !aergency Council ha• 

inecribed ~r. Abba Hillel Silver 1e name in t he Golden Book of the Jewieh National 

'P\md • 1th nffection and eete•,• it ne learned here today. 

In recent letter to ~r. Silver, the Emergency Council etPff ea1da 

•0n De ember ,oth, 1944, the entire start of the Aaerican Zionist Dlergency 

Council decided t o ineoribe your name in the Golden ok of the Jew1eh Nationa l 

"At a lat.er aate you will r•a1•the certificate, whi h •• did want to 

reach you on your birthday, but technical delaye in its preparation haYe UD­

tortunately made this impoeeible. Themore. plea se accept thiP letter in ita 

stead, ae a token of our high regard• and •1th our very beat wiah••• • 
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Ameriuan Zionist Poliuy Committee 
55 W EST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DR. SILVER URGES ZIONISTS TO MOBILIZE BEHIND VIGOROUS, MILITANT POLICY 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

• New York - In response to numerous inquiries addressed to him 

regarding Prime Minister Churchill's statement on the Palestine question and 

President Roosevelt's brief reference to the Jewish problem there! Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver, of Cleveland, today made the following comment: 
' 

"Prime Minister Churchill's statement with regard to the Palestine 

question and President Roosevelt's passing reference to the Jewish problem there 

will come as a shock only to those who have been misled into expecting an imminent 

decision favorable to our cause. Mr. Churchill has made it clear that no decision 

on Palestine has been taken, nor is one contemplated until the end of the war. In 

my opinion there was never solid ground for anticipating a positive pro-Zionist 

declaration to issue from Malta, Yalta or Egypt. I made no secret of my view3, but 

always cautioned against false hopes and unfounded optimism. Repeatedly I warned my 

fellow Zionists that our battle was far from won and advocated a policy of constant 

vigilance and unrelenting militant action along our whole political front to ensure 

ultimate victory. For this I was bitterly attacked and my policy denounced by those 

who thought they knew better, who imagined themselves to be in the lmow, and who 

fostered a false atmosphere of inflated expectation. They attached exaggerated im­

portance to their personal standing in official circles. They decried public agita­

tion and the pressure of public opinion as harmful and a Congressional Resolution on 

Palestine as superfluous, untimely and inconsequential. They believed the time had 

come for our 'diplomats• to take over. Events have proved them to be hopelessly in 
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the wrong. The new Zionist line they have adopted already stands defeated and dis­

credited. 

"Where do we go from here? Are we to be doomed again to subsist on pled es 

while fulfillment is repeatedly deferred? It is pertinent to recall that it is now 

almost six years since the White Paper was issued and almost five years since 

Mr. Churchill took office. During these years Jewish blood has flowed in torrents 

but the Palestine issue still remains where Chamberlain left it. No doubt a few 

crumbs of consolation will be thrown our way in the form of some immigration permits -

granted perhaps •with Arab consent,• as envisaged in the White Paper - in lieu of the 

basic political solution so long overdue and so persistently postponed. 

"In the face of this new and bitter disappointment, our movement must re­

cover its sense .of reality, shake off illusions and gird itself for the great struggle 

which still lies ahead. We must rally our forces and mobilize all our resources once 

more for a united, all out effort to bring about the realization of our historic 

aspirations. The future of Israel is at stake. This is no time for weakness and 

cautious •moderation.' The moment calls for high courage and a return to a vigorous, 

militant policy." 
-50-
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American Zionist Policy Committee 
55 WEST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

146 LEADING AMERICAN ZIONISTS DEMAND UNITY 

CALL FOR EMERGENCY COUNCIL REORGANIZATION, MILITANT POLICY AND RECALL OF DR. SILVER 

New York - - 146 leading American Zionists have called on the President of the 

Zionist Organization of America and the American Zionist Emergency Council to re­

store unity in Zionist ranks through "the reorganization of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council, the adoption of a firm line of militant political action and the 

prompt recall of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver to leadership." 

In a telegram sent to the Z.O.A. President and the Emergency Council, they 

declared: 

"We are deeply perturbed by statements of Churchill and Roosevelt in relation 

to Palestine which have been received by Zionists with feelings of keenest dis­

appointment. This blow comes at a time when we have been weakened by a breach in 

our leadership and resultant controversy and are also embarking on independent UFA 

campaign. We earnestly warn of critical situation developing with serious con­

sequences to our organization and Zionist cause. Prompt action required to heal the 

breach and restore to our movement its full strength, unity and sense of confidence. 

We urge Emergency Council and Z.O.A. Administration to take immediate steps towards 

(1) Reorganization of American Zionist Emergency Council, (2) Adoption of firm line 

of militant political action, (5) Prompt recall of Dr. Silver to leadership. This 

should be done in a spirit of devotion to highest interests movement at moment of 

grave emergency when fate and future of Jewish people are at stake." 

Zionist leaders from 50 states and the District of Columbia signed the telegram. 

They include 36 members of the Z.O.A. National Administrative Council, as well as 
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many delegates to the 1944 National Convention of the Z.O.A. 

The signers are: Dr. I.A. Abrams, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Joseph B. Abrams, Boston, Mass.; 

Irving Abramson, Paterson, N.J.; Marcus Abramson, Bronx, N.Y.; Lester D. Alexander, 

Toledo, Ohio; O.H. Altschuler, Youngstown, Ohio; Rabbi Morton M. Applebaum, Flint, 

Mich.; Ben Arnold, Columbia, S.C.; Dr. Ilie Berger, Providence, R.I.; George J. 

Bergman, Burlington, Vermont; Sam Berlin, Charleston, S.C.; Francis J. Berman, 

Brooklyn, N.Y.; Oscar Berman, Cincinnati, Ohio; Maurice Bernhart, Brooklyn, N.Y.; 

Israel Bernstein, Portland, Maine; Jacob J. Bernstein, Jamaica, L.I., N.Y.; 

Joseph H. Eiben, Rochester, N.Y.; Lawrence M. Brile, Fairmont, W. Va.; Rabbi Wm. G. 

Braude, Providence, R.I.; Ellis Brodstein, Reading, Pa.; Frank Brown, Phila­

delphia, Pa.; A.L. Buch, Harrisburg, Pa.; Jack B. Cohen, Brooklyn, N.Y.; 

Lester Cohen, Uniontown, Pa.; Paul Cohen, Bronx, N.Y.; Sol Cohen, Richmond Hill, 

L.I., N.Y.; Thomas Cohen, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Arthur I. Darman, Woonsocket, R.I.; 

Bernard Davidson, Lawrence, L.I., N.Y.; Benjamin J. Doft, Lawrence, L.I., N.Y.; 

Max Engelberg, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Dr. F.M. Falkman, Cleveland, Ohio; Dr. Ed.ward M. 

Feiman, Canton, Ohio; Chaplain A.J. Feinberg, Camp Robinson, Little Rock, Ark.; 

Isadore Fine, New York City; Dr. Abraham G. Fleischman, Des Moines, Iowa; 

Rabbi Oscar Fleischaker, Portsmouth, N.H.; Rabbi Leon Fram, Detroit, Mich.; 

Philip Frishberg, Bethlehem, Pa.; Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, Toledo, Ohio; Bernard 

Fuller, Laurelton, L.I., N.Y.; Irving Galt, New York City; Rabbi I.J. Gerber, 

Fitchburg, Mass.; Rabbi Jacob J. Gittleman, Louisville, Ky.; Robert J. Glass, 

Long Beach, L.I., N.Y.; Harry K. Goldenberg, Duluth, Minn.; Rabbi Solomon D. 

Goldfarb, Charleston, S.C.; Albert Goldman, Rochester, N.Y.; Samuel Goldstock, 

Pittsburgh, Pa.; Abraham Goodman, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Jack A. Goodman, Indianapolis, 

Ind.; Jacob Goodman, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Julius Goodman, Troy, N.Y.; Rabbi Theodore H. 

Gordon, Madison, Wisc.; David Gourse, Fall River, Mass.; Judge Emanuel Greenberg, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. ;· Louis J. Gri betz, Brooklyn, N. Y. ; Rabbi Gershon Hadas, Kansas City, Mo. ; 
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Joseph Halbert, Atlantic City, N.J.; Herman Hancmaker, Louisville, Ky.; H. Harrison, 

Wheeling, W.Va.; Robert A. Hess, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Alex Himmel.man, ilwaukee, isc.; 

Jacob D. Hoffman, Philadelphia, Pa.; Samuel Judenfreund, Bronx, New York; arvin 

A. Kane, Cleveland, Ohio; Meyer Kaplan, Alexandria, La.; Rabbi C.E. Hillel Kauvar, 

Denver, Colo.; Samuel Keiser, Baltimore, M1.; Rabbi Abraham Kellner, Albany, N.Y.; 

Leon A. Kohn, N.Y.C.; Israel Kramer, Trenton, N.J.; Philip La.ssar, Brooklyn, N.Y.; 

Arthur R. Lebenson, Bronx, N.Y.; Joseph Leonard, Allentown, Pa.; Judge Benjamin 

Lencher, Pittsburgh, Pa.; Joseph Lerner, Newark, N.J.; Max Levy, N.Y.C.; Samuel 

Leibman, Brooklyn, N.Y.; I.M. Lieberman, Jacksonville, Fla.; Louis Linderman, 

New Haven, Conn.; Sol Low, Forest Hills, N.Y.; Phil W. Lown, Auburn, Maine; 

A.M. Luntz, Cleveland, Ohio; Rabbi Carl Manello, Wichita, Kansas; Rabbi Harry 

Margolis, St. Paul, Minn.; Dr. S. Margoshes, N.Y.C.; Ben D. Marks, Corpus Christi, 

Texas; Simon Mayer, Charleston, W. Va.; Abraham Mazer, N.Y.C.; Morris Mendelsohn, 

Youngstown, Ohio; Rabbi Arthur H. Neula.nder, Richmond Hill, L.I.; Emanuel Neumann, 

N.Y.C.; A.W. Neumark, Cleveland, Ohio; Rabbi S. Newberger, Oil City, Pa.; Kalman 

I. Ostow, Brooklyn, N.Y.; I. Paper.master, Fargo, N.D.; Samuel J. Perry, La.urelton, 

L.I., N.Y.; Rabbi tavid Raab, Louisville, Ky.; Isidore Rabinovitz, Swampscott, 

Mass.; Jacob Rabinowitz, Boston, Mass.; Jacob E. Raffel, New Castle, Pa.; Arthur 

Ravel, Albuquerque, New Mexico; Jacob S. Richman, Philadelphia, Pa.; Sam W. Rivkin, 

Davenport, Iowa; Bertram Roberts, Kew Gardens, L.I.; Samuel P. Rose, FluRhing, L.I.; 

N.Y.; Henry Rosenbaum, Plainfield, N.J.; Charles Rosenbloom, Pittsburgh, Pa.; 

Moses Rubinson, Bronx, N.Y.; J. I. Rudavsky, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Leo F. Sack, Hudson, 

N.Y.; Albert Schiff, Columbus, Ohio; Chas. E. Schwartz, Akron, Ohio; A.L. Shalowitz, 

tashington, D.C.; Harry Sheskin, Kansas City, Mo.; Dr. Jacob Shohan, West Orange, 

N.J.; Rabbi Abraham B. Shoulson, Erie, Pa.; Samuel A. Shuman, Philadelphia, Pa.; 

Jucge Joseph H. Silbert, Cleveland, Ohio; Max A. Silver, Seattle, Wash.; 
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Rabbi m. B. Silverman, Gastonia, N.C.; Philip Slomovitz, Detroit, Mich.; 

Dr. Samuel W. Sparks, New Kensi1 gton, Pa.; Joseph M. Spector, Baltimore, Ld.; 

David Spiegel, Bklyn, N.Y.; Prof. I. Sternberg, Eveleth, Minn.; Elihu D. Stone, 

Boston, Mass.; Mark Sugarman, So. Coatesville, Pa.; Louis Sutin, Terre Haute , 

Ind.; Rabbi Louis Swichkow, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Max Tieger, Elizabeth, N.J.; 

Benjamin Tober, Portsmouth, N.H.; Jacques Torczyner, N.Y.C.; Irving Usen, 

Newton Centre, Mass.; Elkan Voorsanger, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Rabbi Jo~eph H. Wagner, 

Wheeling, W. Va.; Morris Weinberg, Bklyn, N.Y.; Rabbi Max Weine, Cam en, N.J.; 

Samuel B. Weinstein, Portland, Ore.; Sidney N. Weitz, Cleveland, Ohio; Leo Wilson, 

Bronx, N.Y.; Dr. Alex Wolf, St. Louis, Mo.; Fred Yenkin, Columbus, Ohio; 

Morris A. Zeldin, Bklyn, N.Y.; Abraham Zerman, Bronx, N.Y. 

#11 - 5/15/45 
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PRESS RELEASE 
ABBA HILLEL SILVER TESTIMONIAL DINNER COMMITTEE 
SUITE 704 
55 WEST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK 18, N.Y. 
TELEPHONE - LA 4 - 7319 

FOR RELEASE: MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1945 

BARKLEY, LAUSCHE, NIEBUHR, TAFT Ai\!ONG SPEAKERS AT TESTIMONIAL TO 
DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

LEADERS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE PARTICIPATING IN TRIBUTE 

New York - - Leaders from all walks of life will join in honoring Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, at a Testimonial Dinnor to be held on Wednesday 

evening, March 21st, in the Grand Ballroom of the Hotel Commodore, New York City. 

Speakers at the dinner will include Senate Majority Leader Alben VI. Barkley (D. ,Ky.), 

Rabbi Wolf Gold, leader of the World Mizrachi organization, Governor Frank J. Lausche 

{D., Ohio), Dr. Reinholci N ebuhr, of Union Theological Seminary, D v ct P:t.nski, 

leader of Labor Zionism, Senator Robert A. Taft (R., Ohio), and Dr. Silver. 

Dr. Emanuel Neumann, Zionist leader, will serve as the dinner chairman, and the in­

vocation will be delivered by Rabbi Leon I. Feuer of Toledo. 

Scores of messages paying tribute to Dr. Silver for his vigorous leadership 

of American Jewry and his great contributions to American life generally over many 

years of devoted service have been received by the dinner committee. 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, of the Methodist Church, said in his message: 

0 Dr. Silver's distinguished leadership has been an inspiration to the religious 

forces of the nation. He has revealed both courage and understanding, and has 

never forgotten the equally important factor of sympathy. In these hours in whic~ 

we seek to build a new world, the moral rinciples he has enunciated are the 
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essential fou..~dation upon v~ich such a str'.lcture may be re re. Christians, 

everywhere, I am s1..1re, will join me in this brief word of trib1.1te o.nd cr1.titude." 

Dr. Daniel L. Marsh, President of Boston University and Executive Chairman cf 

the .American Palestir..e Committee, said: "Ir. Silver is not only a 'ietinguished nd 

useful leader of the Jewish people in America and thro ghout the world, he is alro 

one of this [e~eration's great.eat American citizens of any faith or of any racial 

inheritance." 

Eonorary sponsors of the dinner are: Irving Abramson, president, N.J. 

State C.I.O.; Sholem Asch, noted author; Senator Alben W. Barkley, (D. Ky.); 

Senator Ralph 0. Brewster, (R. Me.); Senator Harold H. Burton, (R. Ohio); 

Gedalia Bublick, prominent Yiddish journalist; Fred M. Butzel, Detroit com­

munity leader; Representative Emanuel Geller, (D. N.Y.); Prof. Abraham Cronbach, 

of the Hebrew Union College; Solomon Dingol, prominent Yiddish journalist; 

Rabbi Abraham J. Feldrr.an, Hartford, Conn. comm 1ity leader; Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, 

Zionist leader; Isidor Fine, Brooklyn comnunlty 1 ader; Ja~ob Fishman, veteran 

Yiddish journalist; George I. Fox, New York community leader; Rabi Leon Fram, 

Detroit Zionist lead r; Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, noted Je~ish scholar and 

religious leader; Prof. Carl J. Friedrich, of Harvard Uni r sity; Dean Charle ~ 

'!. Gilkey, of Cticago rniver2it·; Rabbi Robert Gordis, presic.ent of th 0 

Rabbinical Assembly of America; Will*am Creen, president oft e A.F. of L.; 

Joel Gross, national co-chairma, United Palestine Appeal; rra ~ i Iarry Halpern, 

president, Broo lyn Z onist Region; Pro~. Ralph S. H rlow, of Smith College; 

Herman Hoffman, presiC:.ent, InLlepentlent Order B1rith Abraham; Rabbi 'ax Kirshblum, 

lead r of Mizrachi; Vean V'inifred G. Leutner, of estern Reserve University; 

Rabbi Josep r. Lookstein, leader of 1Jizrachi; r. '?alter C. Lovdermilk, 

As istant Chief, U.S. Seil Conservation Ser ~ice; Hon. Paul V .. ic Tutt, U.S. Man­

power Commissioner; 1r. Daniel L. 'arsh, president of Boston University; 
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David Louis Meckler, editor of the Jewish Morning Journal; Abraham 'iller, 

vice-president, Amalgamated Clothin Workers Union; Rabbi Irving iller, 

Zionist leader; Bishop Francis J. McConnell of New York; Representative Joh.'1 

\'I. McCormack, (D. Uass.}; Hon. Vincent J. Murphy, Mayor of Newark, N .J.; 

Isidore Nagler, vice-president of the I.L.G.W.U.; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 

of the Methodist Church; Judge Bernard Rosenblatt, president of the Palestine 

Foundation Fund; Joseph Schlossberg, Labor Zionist leader; Dr. Ferdinand 

Sonneborn, New York community leader; Dean W.C. Sperry, of Harvard University; 

Rabbi Milton Steinberg, Zionist leader; Elihu D. Stone, veteran Zionist leader; 

Senator Robert A. Taft, (R. Ohio); Morrjs Weinberg, publisher of The Jewish Day; 

Hon. Sumner Welles, former Undersecretary of State; Rabbi Samuel Wohl, Cincinnati 

relivious leader; Samuel Wolchok, president of the United Wholesale and Retail 

Employees Intl. Union; Prof. H.A. Wolfson, of Harvard University; Max Zaritsky, 

president of the United Hatters, Cap and Millinery Workers Union. 

Co-chairmen of th~ dinner are: Prof. ~illiam F. Albright, of Johns Hopkins 

University; Hon. M. ]aldwin Fertig, president of the Bronx Zionist Region; 

Rabbi Wolf Gold, leader of World Mizrachi; Hon. Nathaniel L. Goldstein, Attorney­

General of New York State; Judge Emanuel Greenberg, Brooklyn community leader: 

Prof. Horace M. Kallen, of the New School for Social Research; Prof. Mordecai 

M. Kaplan, of the Jewlsh Theological Seminary; Emanuel Neumann, Zionist leader; 

David Pinski, leader of Labor Zionism; Hon. Carl Sherman, former Attorney-General 

of New York State; Charles J. Rosenbloom, treasurer of the United Palestine Appeal; 

Justice Meier Steinbrink, N.Y. State Supreme Court Justice; Pierre van Paassen, 

noted author. 

#12 - 3/19/45 
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Address Delivere by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver at the estimoni 1 Dinner in his honor, Wedne day, ar~h 21st , 1945, in the Gran Ballroom of the Hotel Commodore, New York City 

This great outpouring of men and women is not a personal tribute to me. I interpret it rather as a stong and eager reaffirmation of faith in the basic ideals of our 1ovement an in men who remain loyal to them and in methods whi~h you believe a1:e likely to lea to success. You are resolved that the choicest vine which our people planted shall not bring forth wild grapes and that the little foxes shal l not be allowed to spoil the vineyard. 

What our people have sought to establish through the long and we ry years of our dispersion 1s a Jewish State . It 1s a Jewish tate that Zionism was created to a~hieve. It is that whieh Herzl and ordau nd Finsker and Hess and the myriads of Jews of our generation anj of the unnumbered generations before them worked and praved for. This is the realistic solution of the diaspora problem. ~omfortable Jews in com­fortable lands may prefer the other solutions and the soothing re­frains of pleasant lullabies. sooner or latsr they are awaken ed , like the Jews of Germany in our day and like so many Je~ish communities before them, to the shock and horror of an. unanti~ipated anj unpre­pared for reality. All Jews share a ~ommon desciny. How brief the intervals of our tranquility, how frequent and prolonged the years of our disquietude, There is a definite pat Lern to our experisn~e in every land~ There is no solution to the Jewish problem custom­tailored to ea~h individual ~ountry, ea~h ~ommunity or each class of Jews. More than sixty years ago , Leo Finsker, shaken out of his assimilationist dream by the Russian pogroms of his day declared: ''Our future will remain inse~ure and precariou s so long as a ra i~al change in our position is not made. This ~hange cannot be brought about by the civil eman~ipation of the Jews in this or that state, but only by the auto-eman~i ation of the Jewish people as a nation, the foundation of a eolonial community belonging to the Jews, ,ili i~h is some day to become our inalienable home, our fatherland"• 11 that has happened to the Jewish people in the last 60 years, and more, especially all that has happened in the last 10 years, only serve to unders~ore the inevitability of insker's conclusions. 
It is of a Jewish state that we must speak today, with clear and un­mistakable speech, even trumpet-tongued, lest in this strident, ~lamorous day our voice and the precise intent of our urgent cause be drovneJ out. 

It is not helpful at this moment to dilate on how long it will take to set up such a Jewish State in actual running order. We need the political de~ision now,, It is quite self-evident and elementary that a transitional periodw111 be required and a Jewish majority before t~e full apparatus of a free and democ1·atic Jewish State can be brought into operation. But all such reasonable exposition of self­evi ent truths at this time only serves the purpose of our adversaries .: o seize upon it as proof that ~ioni$t leaders themselves favor delay an do not really expect a Jewish Com~o wealth nd may be satisfied wi th much less. These leaders are rout y praised for their states­manlike forbearance, patien~e and ta~ , and from underneath this ele­gan t cloak of praise often dart the d adly rapier thrusts at the heart of our movement, That is how we have 1b~n imposed upon time and again LIL 

If we succeed in obtaining a declaration now from the proper authori­ties that it 1s proposed to set up Palestine as a Jewish state , then, hether it takes three or five years to complete its implementation is of se~ondary importance . If we do not obtain su~h a positive declara­tion now , then the time element is altogether irrelevant , and 1hatever con~essions in terms of immigration schedules are made , are politically speaking , of little moment . They may be only indi~es of defeat , for su~h schedules will most probably be fixed to insure a permanent minority status for us in Palestine. 
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It is not for us at this time to stress Palestine as a place of refuge 
for homeless Jews and ~on~entrate in this brief, tense hour of iugi­
tive politi~al opportunities, when the great bell of hi story is toll­
ing for us the final summons, on immigrati on certifi~ates for 
refugees - if what we have in mind is national restoration and a 
Jewish state . The Arabs are not de~eived by su~h a maneuver. The 
world is not moved to greater exertions in our behalf when we speak 
of saving refugees instead of building a Jewish ~tate. The world was 
not greatly moved by our desperate pleas in behalf of our millions of 
doomed fellow-Jews now lying dead in their nameless graves, many of 
whom micSht have been saved. The gr eat demo~1·acies heard the torture 
~ry of a dying people . They wa66ed their heads in sympathy and then 
proceeded to speak in the barren legalism of constricted he rts oi 
their inability to intervene in the domesti~ affairs of other nations 
and of their own inviolate immi gration laws . 

Those who tell us to forget or forego our nationa l clai ms at this time 
so as to reenfor~e our refugee claims are talkin~ sheer nonsense . 
Thus far the refusals have stood as adamant against thsir humanitarian 
pleas as against our national demands. Let it be reme mbered , too, 
that it was the national rather than the philanthrop i~ appeal - the 
politi~al necessity for normalizing the status of world Jewry once nd 
for all by the establishment of a national home - whi~h captured the 
imagination of the great statesmen of the first 11orld War who were re­
sponsible for the Balfour Jeclaration and landate~ Let it also be re­
membered that the classic text of Zionism is a book called ''The J ewish 
state" . In 1917 , Dr . Chaim We izmann de~lared: 11 ",e have never built 
our Zionist Movement on the sufferings of our people in Russia or 
elsewhere . These sufferings were never the cause of Zionism . The 
fundamental cause of Zionism was, and is, the ineradi~able national 
striving of Jewry to have a ho~e of its own - a national centre , a 
national home with a national life. And this remains now stronger 
than ever . " 

Refugeeism may yet defeat Zionism, Our undying sin will be . if we 
fail to understand the potentials of this 0 rea t hour and if we sink 
our ~lear, resplendent politi~al vision of national rebirth in the 
surging and engulfing waters of philanthro~y . 

It is not for us to talk of partition or bi-nationalism if we really 
mean a Jewish 0tate . No one spoke of partition or bi-nationalism when 
there were only fifty-five thousand Jews in alestine in 1917 . Why 
should one speak of it today when there a~e ove~ six hunJred thousand 
Jews and the ratio of Jew to Arab is far greater than it was then? 
Neither the Declaration nor the {andate contemplated the ~reation of 
an Arab state in Palestine or of an Arab National Home . 0uc.:h Arab 
states were contemplated and have in fa~t been established by the 
Allied Nations elsewhere in the Near East~ It was the clear inten­
tion, and the Royal Commission Report of 1937 confirms it, to eonvert 
the Jewish National Home into a Jewish State as soon as the conditions 
fo~ a Jewish State actually existed . 3uch conditions would undoubted­
ly be in existence today if it were not for the legally and morally 
UJJustifiable poli~y of the (acDonald White Paper which arbitrarily 
- 2str i~ted Jewish immigration during reeent years when hundreds of 

,"sands of our people v1ere c.:lamor:i:ng for admission into Palestine, 
a~ · ,hen many of them were forced to the indignity of smugglio~ them-9e.i_ves into their own na.ti.onal homel1and as thieves in the night , and b01 tloads of them perished miserably within si~ht of the land or 
I srae l , having been denied the right to land on its shores . 

We would be a majority in . Palestine today were it not for the inter­
feren~e of the Mandatory power. The creation of a Jewish state would 
by now be a matter of '-!OUrse. Therefore • ·e must nov1 ask that th~ 
primary and original purpose of the Mandate be reaffirmed forth i lt ;1 , 
thnt it be implemented , and that its implementation be assured by 
givin~ the Jewish people control over immigration . ioreover, the 
t.:ol!nt~y should at onc.:e be placed under a spe<.:ial admin15tration , on 
whi~h the Jewish people shall have preponderant representation corres­
ponding to its overwhelming stake in the country, to insure its 



• 

- 3 -

e<.!onomic development and the rapid absorption of new settlers, and 
the establishment of the Jewish state. This is the only kin of 
"transitional period 0 which ean lead to a Jewish State . The Jewish 
Agency must be vested forthwith with governmental powers to plan and 
to set up the appropriate apparatus for mass immigration whiJh must 
follow immediately after the war. Appropriate poliJies, e~onomie, 
fiscal, industrial, agrarian, must be studied and devised. The post­
ponement of a de~ision as to the status of Palestine until after the 
end of hostiliti es is thus a severe blow to all this essential pre­
liminary ~lanuing and organization and it may seriously affeet the 
flow of immigrati on after the war , and the country's ability, through 
unpreparedness, to absorb it. 

The l:all for "a · decision now" whi<.!h we made last year and w. il.!h nov, 
seems to be muted, was thus dictated by sound judgment and pr ctical 
intelligen<.!e. It was not due to the impatien<.!e of impractiJal 
political extremists. To postpone the de~ision is to prolong the 
crisis, to permit the Arab opposition, now rapidly organizing, to 
consolidate itself still further, and to efeat all efforts at in­
telli 0 ent planning for a diffil.!ult post-war reconstru~tion. 

We may not succeed in our obje-.:tives. "I am not bound to su<.:~ eed 11 , 
declared Abraham Linl.!oln, "but I am bound to live up to what light I 
have. I am not bound to win , but I am bound to be fr e"• Ours is the 
duty to live up to what light we have, to the guidance of our history 
and the great lessons of our experienl.!e and to give to the statesmen 
of the world our best judgmant as to hov1 our problem, whi..;h is also a 
world problem, ~an best be solved, to the hurt of none and the bless­
ing of all. 

It is not our duty to propose partial solutions. The statesmen of the 
world may prefer partial solutions in the hope of insuring peace. 
This, you will re<.:all, was the Muni <.:h c.:omplex. La<.:k of vision and 
~ourage may again postpone the just and efinitive decision. This 
will undoubtedly acerbate the politi~al eon itions in Palestine and in 
the Near East. But this is beyond our control. What is within our 
control is the resolve to make known our cause to the world , and to 
demand justi~e at the bar of history. We must ask nothing that is un­
just and unreasonable. We must ae~ept nothing that is unjust and un­
reasonable. Ne have no right to renounce our historie and religious 
hope which has fed and sus tained the spirit of our people through all 
these long and weary centuries. No Jev1ish leajer has been given or 
wjll be given the mandate to make su~h a renun<.:iation. The messianic 
hope of Israel cannot be bartered av1ay for an immigration quota, 
desperately as refugae Jews need the haven of Palestine and desp Jrate­
ly as we want them to go there . 

It has been rumored that the Arabs are about to make a generous ges ­
ture and ~ons en t to additional Jewish immigrants on ~ondition that 
they, Moslem and Christian rabs, shall remain in the ma jority. I am 
not inclined to credit this rumor, for su~h generosity 1s in violen t 
~ontrast to their ~ustomary intransigean~e. But whether the rumor has 
substan~e or not, from the point of view of our national rebirth what matters is not whether we have 600,000 Jews or a million Jews in 
Palestine , but whether we have a majority. If with a million Jews we 
still remain a minority , our primary obje~tiv8 is not obtained• There 
is no national Jewish State . There is no internationally recognized 
Jewish nation. We remain as we have through all these two thousand 
years, minority everywhere, and our universal minority status has been 
at the root of our universal inse~urity. 41nority rights , even under 
international guarantees, are of little value, as the experien~e of our 
people in Eastern Europe, between the two world wars , amply demon­
strated . "e are different from all other minorities in the world. 
Ea~p of the other minority groups has a fatherland somewhere where the 
main body of its people lives in its own home. The Jewish minorities 
have no homeland anywhere. Thus when minorities are har -pressed, 
arrangements can be made for their transferen~e ba~k to their original 
homes. Transferen~e of a Jewish minority can only mvan ~onsignment to 
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exile, or to extsrmination ~amps. The founders of our mov2mvnt, time and again warned, as did ordau, that 11 we must at any pric.:2 bs~om majority in Palestine''• Their kingly dream Tias at all times that of a Jewish state made possible in a democratic world by the achievam~nt of a J wish majority. British and Amarican statesmen, too, thought in terms of a Jewish National Home and a Jewish dtate. Lloyd George, who was Prime Minister of Great Britain at the time of the Declara­tion, testified that "the idea was and this v1as the interpr0tation put on it (the D claration) that a Jewish State would ba established as soon as the Jews had responded to the opportunity afforded th m by the idea of a national home and had become a definite majority of the inhabitants . " Mr • rvinston vhurehill, who was Se-.!rctary of State in 1920 exultingly visioned "on the banks of the Jordan a J ewish State which might comprise thr -e to four million Jews" · 

The very essence of the millenial hope of our p3ople would be denied and rej ected by any formula which would make unattainable a Jewish state in Pales tine. It would also be a jisastrous r etreat . The peaee eonference at the conc.:lusion of this war , far from consummating, would actually be nullifying the political gains which the J ewish people achi3ved at the close of the last war . What may be cont em­plated , if th2se or similar rumors ha ve any substan~e, is, I am afraij, another White Paper -- a final payoff, and liquidation of the Zionist Movsment . 

The real purpose of the M31.!Jonald White Paper , you will r scrll, was no~ the restrictivcl figure of 75,000 addition~l Jewish immi grunts , but as it cl el=' rly and sp0eifi1.:ally states; 11 His Majesty's Gov ernmtjnt now del.!laras uncquivol.!ally that it is not part of thuir polil.!y that Pales tin8 should become a Jewish State . " This is tho lethal osJ of the Whits Paper and a r ~vision of the quota figure upw~rd from 75,000 to 375 , 000 is not its antidots . Th MacDonald White ~·per was a pro­dul.!t of that disastrous Muni<.:h era v,hen th0 rights of othJr smaller nations were also sacrificed and other solemn int~rn2tionnl commit­ments ware scrapped. Munich l ed to thLl econd World Nar . It has been the high hope of all that a vi~tory of the United N~tions flill undo the mischi ef of Munich and v1ill rectify the wron gs v1hich wore there and sinee porp8tr , ted . 1.'/hat w s ruthless ly taken away will be right­fully restored. Will this prinl.!iple of reparation and restoration be applied to ~11 peoples , except the Jews? Are tho promises to the Jewish people alone to be ignored and dishonored? rs our loynlty alone to go unrequit1d , our sacrifices unrewarded r,n our J J d for­gotten? 

One won ers whether those r s port cd proposals are the r usult of the conferen~e which 1r• Churchill - nd r . Roos ovalt haj with Ibn dud and the oth er hrab Chiefs-of-St2tes a f ew waeks ~go. On e wondsrs why Arab states wero consulted in the first place about the fate of the Jewish Nation:11 Homo . ~/as the J :Jvvish people consulted about the F( te of Iraq, or Syria or Gnudi-Arabia? '1./s re these st '- tes originally re­sponsible for bringing the Jewish National Home into existence? H~v8 they been asked to contribute a farthing to it , or to defend it? Have these Arab states fought so valiantly in this war that they have earned the right to determine the politieal destiny of a people vhich did fully assum its war responsibilities and did fight valiantly in d~fense of its national homeland and the ideals of the democratic world? Not a single Arab state gave aetive support to the Allied cause L Gome a~tually played tr asonable roles during the war and others flirted with the Axis . 

Are Jewish rights to be made dependent on Arab consent? The Mandate recognized the historic connection of the Jewish peoplcl with Palestine - a fa~t strangely enough already recognized in Biblical times - but it remained for the Allied leaders to recognize the historic connection of Ibn Saud with Palestine L It was ~acDonald , you will recall , when he planned repudiation , in 1939 , who hit upon the idea of bringing in the leaders of the neighboring Arab countries to weight the scale against the Jewish National Home , He ~onvoked the ill-fated Round Table Conference between Jews and Arabs in 1939 . 
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This Conferen ce eventuated in t he notorious Whi te P per of ay, 1939 which was a complete sur ·ender to Arab demands and a burnt-off ering of all the national aspirations of the Jewish people. Tlis occurred on the eve of the war , under pressure presumably of the appro·~hing world crisis when British imperial interests needed the good rll l an cooperation of the Arab world - a cooperation, by thew y, which was nsver forthcoming. But this is 1945l 1~e are on tha eve of an Al~i8d victory. The need for appeasement no longer exists . 'Jverth.Jl...,ss the Arab states are again brought into the pi~ture, and one is for~ to ask with real apprehension whether anothar Whits Papar is not in the making. It would seem that Ibn saud is now the chiaf figur·e -..;on­sulted by Great Britain and the United Lltates about the futur of th Jewish National Home. It is the same Ibn Saud , who , two ye rs ago de~lared ''I know of nothing that justifies the Jewish ~laim in Palestine ... r am not afraid of the Jews or of the possibility of their ever having a state or power eith8r in the land of the rabs or else­where. This is in aceordenee with what God has revealed unto us through the mouth of His frophet in His Holy BookQ Thus I hol the demands of the Jews upon this land in error .,.rf the JeJs are impelled to seek a pla-..;e to liv, Euro· e and America are largbr ~nd more fJr ­tile than Palestine''. 

Is this man to be the arbiter of our destinies? ow that Ibn 0 ud has reiterated his unyielding opposition to the Jewish N tional Home and this time to the Pr2s1.dent of the u. s .. and the Prime ~inist~r of Great Britain, now thdt the long eherished and fostered Ibn 'aud upon whom so much had bed~ stcked . has proved a dismal failur , will the democratic leaders still persist in trying to find an Arab solution for the Jewish probJ em1 Valuable years and precious human lives have already been lost in th~s sad and futile endeavor~ The Jewish problem is a world problem. not nn. rnbian probl mo It s solution must com8 at the hands of th~ g~e~t demoeracies of the 1orld. ~ho have assured the grave respon si0iJ.1ty for rebuilding our world upon t18W and lasting foundations of justice in which all peoples will share ~ 
A new world ord er i~ in the making. A system of Scleurity i s be ing devised to prot e~t. the rights of all nationsJ the ir in1spenjen(.!e and survival. .hn i r.i •;n J.>1 '-· t c onfereni.:e of the United ~n tions will be held in San Francisco in a f~w weeks to carry the work of world orga~iz -tion a step furthe:-, AJ.l the nntions 1ho fought on the sids of the United Nations, e~n)n tiiose who dei,;lare war only a fuv1 C.c.. ys ugo pro f rtr~, in order to bs i~cluddd in the invitation, v1:ill te rep:r•t.,'"'·:nted tL0ra . Iraq will be thsre , and Luxembourg and uaudi- ~aria nd Guatamala . But Israel is not to be thereLL The Je\1l s~ pdople against whom the Axis had decreed a war of exts~mination , anJ singled it out as its chief enemy, the J ew ish people v1hose civilian -: 2.su::i.lt.i es rt1nning into the millions far outnumber those of any othJr nstion, and v1t0se sons by the hundreds of thousands are fighting ou e-,,u ry battle f:-e,nt on the side of the United Nations, the Jewish IJch.•ple cind the Yishuv of Palestine, which sent its sons in the tons o-C t~.\ot1sands to fi ght for th cause of freedom and democracy - they ·;L~l 0nt be r epresented at San Frani..:iseo.. We are not to be ineluc-nd ·a·s-n people in the planned international order of tomorrow. Se8 lncly as a nation, we do not exist, except for perse~ution and calumny and ~ctcri.fices . Rumor has it that something may be done about it; some b:i.,;k door may he opened for the presentation of our case to some subsidiary body at 

tr1 2 Conference. Let us hope that even this shred of comfort will not be taken away. 

The road ahead 1s hard. The odds are against us. The odds were al­ways against us. They were strongly against the Mac~abees~ against our ancestors at the Red Sea striking out for freedom, ag~inst the scattered and struggling J ewish communities fighting for s~rvival in the dark ages. The odds were against the first Jewish pionaers who broke ground for the first ewish colony and against thos e who first drained the malarial marsh~s and swamps of the Emek. But they all had thJ courage of their drams and therein lny their invin~ible strength• 
Our strength today, as of old, lies in our dream, in thv urgen~y of our national need, in knowing our own minds and in unremitting effort 



• 
• - 6 -

dire~ted towards an undefl cted purpos ~. We may not su~c8J ~van 
then, but our faith and ~ourag will than ins ird gdncr _.tions y~t 
unborn to complete the task which we were prJv:ntd from ~ompl~ting. 
Ours is tho r es ponsibility of pr~s ant ing our ~as 3 fu~ y , clv~rly , 
forcibly, to the world . Once we know our own minds 2nd h~va thJ 
~ourage to pursue our objectives to th end, we sh0ll h ve no iffi­
culty in finding the proper methods for prJsenting our~ so . It i~ 
the vague objective which leads to the uncertain coursv• Th3 diffi­
culty arises when there are basic nnd fraquJntly un~onscious diffJr­
en~dS as to objactives which , to the outsider, appear s a confli~t 
only of strategy or of p rs onali ti es . But , if you penJtr-. te L 11 thJ 
cir~les of rationalization, you come at last upon the timir soul , n 
the heart that la~ks faith. Not 11 who talk 2bout n Jewi sh Common­
wealth really have faith in it. Time and again , in negoti~tions with 
opposing groups, or facing offici 1 opposition in gov2rnm8nt cir~l~s, 
they bu~kle under. The Jewish Commonw~alth sud enly be~om~s nobulous, 
a far-off "End-ziel 11 to which one pays ritual lip-servi~e, but whi ch 
for all practical purposes is brushed aside . Only zeclots an · x­
tremists keep pressing for it, even when important peoplo are annoy 
by it ... 

It is of ~our se clear that two men will have much to do with the fin 1 
settlement of the • lestine issue - Chur~hill and Roosevelt . They are 
great and good men and thy ars well int8ntioned tow~rds us . In the 
present political conjuncture of the world , they poss ess normous 
power. Their symp~thy nd ~oop3r tion are most vital to the success 
of our movement . It would be a mistake , howaver, to le ve tha entir 
f ate of our movement in the hands of these two statesmen . Both of 
these stat smen are working und~r terrific pr essur e . From all sides 
powe£ful pressure groups c nverge on thorn , and some of thJS3 powJrful 
groups are working against our movem8nt . olitical lead rs, ongrosse 
in many tasks~ sometimes ccept for the solution of wh~t they r eg rd 
as minor issues, formulas which appear expedi~nt , and ~ompromis es which 
only agbravate the situation . 

Take the cas e of fr . Churchill. Heh s qlways been fri end of 
Zionism . He is today . Only recently he spoke of hims alf as 11 tha 
arehite~t of the J wish future''• In 1921 , on the occasion of his 
planting a tree in the gardan of the Hebrew University on t. scopus, 
he dec.:lared: "Personally my heaJ' t is full of sympathy with ~ionism . 
This sympathy has existed in me for a long time•-·I beli 2ve th~t th~ 
bnilding of a Jewish National Home in alestin will b a blessing to 
the whole world , a blessing to the Jewish race scatt9rsd 11 over the 
world , a blessing to Gr at Britain . I firmly b0lieve that it wi 11 be 
a blessing also to all the inhabitants of the country without dis­
tinction of race and religion." 

Nevertheless this same Churchill, only a year lat8r, was r esponsible 
for the White Paper of 1922, the first of a series of reint3rpret -
tions , which among othar things de~larJd that th0 tsrms of the B lfour 
Declaration did not contemplate th t F~lestine as a whole should b8 
converted into a Jewish National Hom, but th t such a home shoul be 
found in Palestine. 

Prime Minister Chur~hill vigorously d noun~e the MacDonald White Paper 
of May 1939. He 1.:alled it '' a breach, a violation of the pled 0 e, the 
abandonment of the Balfour De~laration , the end of the vision, of the 
hope, of tha dream.•• And y t, a year later, wh n he be<.!ame Primo 
Minister , in 1940, he permitted that policy to stand, and it stands to 
this day, a policy whi~h has resulted in in~alculable tragedies to 
myriads of our people in Europe who might have fouhd a haven of refuge 
in Palestine during these years of slaughter and annihilation. 

We do not judge. We do not point to any moral contradi~tions. But 
surely these repeated instances of profession lagging behind per­
formance, should caution us ag!:\inst ex<,;lusive relian1.:o upon thv good 
intentions of one or two great men, however unquestionably sin~dre 
thair int ntions are. 

Mr . Roosavelt has frequently evidencad his interes t in the Jewish 
ational Home, and more th nonce during tho past year, and s r~c ntly· 

as 1· st Friday, has express d himself in clear and forthright endorse­
m2nt of Zionism. An yet, though fr qusntly solicited , the govornm~nt 
of th United St tes did ,. • 
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Paper which was in clear violation of agreements betw en our GovJrn­
ment and the .andatory power. r. Roosevelt has decl ~rvd himself 
publicly in favor of a free and democratic.; Jewish Commonwealth, but 
twi~e during 1944, the exec.;utive branch of our gov.;:;rnment wns r e ­
sponsible for the shelving of the Jewish Commonweslth Resolution in 
the Congress of the United 'tates, whe1·e both the House and th3 3annte 
were prepared and eager to vote for it overwhelmingly. Since then, 
months have elapsed, the Yalta Confer n~e has been hald , but nothing 
has been forthcoming from this Administration to ~ompvnsate for this 
defarred a~tion, or ven to explain it. 

We were askvd to wait a little longer. Congrss s was energet il.!~ly 
pres : ed not to pass the Pal stino Resolution. Zionist l dadars rushv 
pell mell to Washington to c olle..boru te v, i th the State iJepartmcnt in 
its effort to kaep the Congrvss of the u. s. from expr ssing itsJlf 
in favor of the Jewish Cornmonw.anlth. We waited. The r ~s ult - Ibn 
Saud said '' 0 11 • The entire ~ l es tinv subj 8c.;t h1...s boon postponed to 
the end of the war and there is no Palestine Resolution. 

Nhe n we mention these facts, it is not that we are hostil~ to 1r• 
Churl.!hill or to President Roosevslt. These men are too big and 
politi~ally too experisn~ed to interpret hon ds t diffGr nl.!JS of opinion 
and the cry of a sorely pr8s sed p~ople for action, ns personc l 
hostility. Only little souls stoop to such conclusions ••• 

Political exigencies fr eq uently dofle~t the clear purposes ~ven of our 
best friands and W8 must do our utmost to r 8inforc..; 3 the ir good will 
and intent so th2t thoy will not yield to press ur ~s tour expJnss . 
Th8ir political strategy pursu8d in our behalf may nlso be mistnken , 
· s the cas _ of Ibn Saud, upon whom both Roos 3velt and Churehill plal..!Gd 
such high hop2s, amply demonstrates. 

It is important to continue to mako the most fri Jnd ly a nd cff 8ctiv0 
r apresentation to the groat leaders of tho dvmocracics, but the most 
effective represa ntntion in a domol..!rncy is through orgRnized publi~ 
opinion. In politic 1 life tod~y great politi~al issus s ~hich nffe ~t 
the destini s s of n2tions ar~ not decided by the ch~rm, winsomnvss or 
eloquence exercised by n individu~l, or on the bnsis of a quid pro 
quo for politic - l support given by an individu~l during Q politi~al 
C3mpnign. Fersonrl int~rc ass ion of this sort is ~n ana~hronism in the 
world tod y. It is too lnte for court Jews. If our cnuse is just, l J t 
tha Amaric.; ~n PvOplJ sp8 k up - its minister~ ~nd edu~ators, its 
wriLers :l.nd journalists, its lenders of c· pit3.l nnd l r· bor, its stnte 
l eg islators, its <.:ongressmen ::. nd sen:~tors, of both politil.!' ' l p .. rti es , 
Republi~~ns and Democ..;rats ~like. our movement is not wedded to - ny 
one politi~a l p:~rty. we h~:ve strong nnd warm fri ends in both. Let 
them make known their vill to our government and to our Chief ~xecu­
tive. Let the people of Englnnd of ell politi~nl p~rties m~ke their 
will known to their Colonial Offi~e :tnd to their C::1bin~t, Let us r ~llly 
a.11 men of good v1ill evdrywher in the \vorld ·v1ho would like to see 
jus tice done, - n nnl..!iant wrong righted a nd , ... pres ent day world need 
met. ~et a mighty chorus of voic es rise to the e~rs of the men 1hom 
destiny h· s c..;hosen for gre,,t del..!isions. Let these men be<.:ome nw .re 
l nd be guided ~nd sustained in their own purpose by this awnreness thqt 
our c-=i.use 1s overwhelmi ngly approved by the people o:f Americ· . 1.nd o:f 
Great Britain, and that it is one of the grent and urgent causes of 
our d yin which m~nkind ns ~ whole is deeply ~on~erned. Zionist 
l eaders who ~~nnot whole-heartedly join in such an effort, or who are 
too entangled in party politics to appraise situ .tions obj actively ~nd 
to follow an independent Zionist line should step aside• ' le h1.ve 
nothing to lose now but our illusions. Vie have a new life to build for 
our peoplelll 

Ne believe that the solution of the problem of Jewish nation 1 home­
lessness is imperative for the sake of the peace of the world. ny 
historic people which will be denied a minimum of national sel.!urity and 
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indepenjen~e aft er the war will endanger the sue~ ess of the int er­national order whieh will be s e t up. In the delica t ely-pois ed in­ternational order of tomorrow, the Jewish peopl e mu s t not r em~in a people without status and without a nation nl home . Against i t s own will and without any deliberate action on its part, it will become a fo~us of politi~'l tension, ~onfli~t a nd distress which may en­danger the peace of the whole Middle East. 

We, too, possess inalienable rights a s a people, the ri bht to life , liberty and the pursuit of happiness. le h::ive not .yi eld ed on thase rights for two thousand years, although the world cnose to i gnore . nd to deny them. The Jewish poople, for its own salv1.tion ..:.nd for the peace of the world, now asks th3t no obstacle be put in i t s w~y to repossess itself of these ri bhts, to r Jconstruct its n ti on, l life in 1 ts historic home 'J.nd to quieken to ne 7 lif...,, an c.neie nt and honor:-. bl e people. 
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ADDRE S OF ROBERT A. TAFT 
AT TESTIMONIAL DINNER FOR DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER, MARCH 21, 1945, 

HOTEL COMMODORE, NEW YORK CITY 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

I consider it a great honor to be invited to this testi­
monial dinner to Dr- Abba Hillel Silver. I welcome the opportunity 
to express my highest admiration for the manner in whi~h he has con­
ducted a most difficult cause, and for the unswerving adherence he 
has displayed for the principles in whi~h he believeso y interest 
in a Palestine 3tate was brought about by Dr~ Silver's elear presen­
tation of the fa~ts and the ideals whieh make it an attainable goal 
to be vigo~ously soughto It is prin~ipally due to Drn Silver's 
earnest methods tha~ one public man after another. that one party 
after another: have come to support and advocate publicly the estab­
lishment of a Palestine Commonwealth. 

I believe my proper function here is to lay before you in 
a brief statement the aetual facts relating to the Palestine Common­
wealth since February 1, 1944, when Senator Wagner and I introduced 
Senate Resolution 247. After reciting the Balfour Deelaration and 
the 1922 Resolution of Congress, our Resolution proposed that the 
United States shall use its good offices and take appropriate meas­
ures to the end that the doors of Palestine shall be opened f or 1r·ee 
entry of Jews into that country, and that there shall be f~ll oppor­
tunity for colonization so that the Jewish people me.y ultimately re­
constru~~ Palestine as~ free and democratic commonwealth. 

I don't here need to review the history which gave rise 
to that Resolution, beginning with the Balfour Declaration of Novem­
ber 2, 1917, in whi~h the British Government committed itself to the 
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people. 
That declaration w~.s carried into the Palestine ma.r.date by whil!h that 
country was turned over to the British Gove:."'nmen •:~, already <.!ommi tted 
to the Zionist prin~iple. It was carried into the treaty which we 
made with the Briti sh Government regarding mandated territory. It 
was reaffirmed by t :Je Gongress of the United states by Resolution on 
June 30, 1922° Af t er the World War Jewis{il immigration into Palestine 
continued and a great d9al of money and effort were expended in 
building up the e1!onomi~ life of this small hor:!!eland o 

-)~ring tr.is period the Briti.sh shovred re great syrr.pathy 
with their 0 1.~ 11 Balf'c L1r Declaration e.nd v1C1rk8 o u~ a l'Omplete separa­
t i or1 f:t'om P~.-.. r-s ti~ -1 of the territory o::' Tr!?.n3•<;- o:n:-1 1~ t.1 ia 1 whil.!h always 
had be a n a pr.1. 1 ·t. o: ~ale sti ne o Then cam~ t:1t1 st o .!k c , f the W~ ~- te aper 
of 1S3J ~' 9SGn ~, 1al ,.:7 r epL·d:a. ting the :8 9. J..fot:r Dec.la.rat ion , pl::h.:ing a 
limit o~ l8~tfh l~Lligration ~nd making futur8 i ~Jeps oden~e ! □possible. 
It is s~Lgni.:'j_l.!e~ t. ,.r. e t ,l.:~e ~eague of _rat J o:1s v:r·i~h grante the man­
dat0 :-9ft,sed t.c san,.!tio:J this repudiet~ton, ~t is s:.gnifil!ant that 
th!s Go7ern~ont has refused to recognize it, It is signifil!ant that 
iv1--• ., Ch!1r<.:;hill himsE:~lf stated on May 22, 1939. that it 11 is a plain 
t>. ... "'er.~h of a solemn obligation." But the British are still in Pales­
tine. Immigration is still greatly restricted. The British Gove~~­
ment officially has never repudiated the White Paper of 1939 . 

Now we have ~ome to one of the great periods of national 
reorganizat:on in the history of the world. It will not be easy fo? 
many years, if ever: to reverse arrangements whil!h are made in con­
nection with the approa~hing peace settlement. Dr• silver and his 
friends realized that the issue ~annot any longer be by-passed or 
postponed. Unless the prin~iple is adopted now by the Great Powers 
and incorporated in the peace settlement , there will be no Jewish 
national home and no Jewish commonwealth • We cannot long support the 
Arab position and the Jewish position at the same time. This Govern­
ment must take a definite position now , and urge now upon the British 
Government the performance of its obligations; or its position on the 
question will be~ome of no importance. 
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many years, if ever: to reverse arrangements whi~h are made in ~on­
nection with the approa~hing peace settlement. Dr• Silver and his 
friends realized that tho issue cannot any longer be by-passed or 
postponed. Unless the prin~iple is adopted now by the Great Powers 
and in~orporated in the peace settlement, there will be no Jewish 
national home and no Jewish commonwealth• We cannot long support the 
Arab position and the Jewish position at the same time- This Govern­
ment must take a definite position now, and urge now upon the British 
Government the performance of its obligations; or its position on the 
question will be~ome of no importance. 

When our Resolution was introduced, and at all times since 
then, it has had the overwhelming personal support of the members of 
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Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. It was immediately met, how­
ever, by the opposition of the Secretary of War and the Chief of 
staff, undoubtedly with the knowledge and as sent of the President and 
the Secretary of State. The Secretary of War stated that even the 
holding of publi<.! hearings on the Resolution "had grave implications 
whi<.!h would seriously interfere with the progress of the war~" ''Jhile 
dubious of the fa~ts, the Committee had no choice except to accept 
the military judgment of our military leaders. But the Committee was 
astonished a few days later to have the President issue a statement 
that "full justice will be done to those who ask a Jewish national 
home, for which our Government and the American people have always 
had the deepest sympathy." surely if the holding of public hearings 
by the senate would have so stirred up Arab public opinion as to 
endanger our Armies, the issuance of this statement by our President, 
with his tremendous prestige, would have had even more effect, But 
there is no evidence that there was the slightest interference with 
our Armies then fighting in Italy. 

The matter remained quiet until the Republi~an National 
Convention in June, 1944, called for the opening of Palestine to un­
restri(!ted Jewish immigration and land ownership, so that Palestine 
might be constituted as a free and democratic ~ommonwealth, The 
platform said 0 we condemn the failure of the President to insist that 
the mandatory of Palestine carry out the provisions of the Balfour 
Declaration and of the Mandate while he pretends to support them•" 

Thereupon the Democratic platform in July endorsed the 
opening of Palestine to unrestri(!ted Jewish immigration and ~oloni­
zation and su~h a policy as to result in the establishment there of 
a free and democrati(! Jewish commonwealth. 

On Q(!tober 12th Governor Dewey endorsed the Republi~an 
Plank. On October 15th the President endorsed the Demo~rati(! Plank 
and stated that "Efforts will be made to find ways and means of 
effectuating this policy as soon as pral:ticable." 

Immediate after the election senator Wagner and I there­
fore pressed for immediate consideration of our Resolution. t Dr. 
Silver's suggestion, I had obtained a letter from the Secretary of 
War stating that the military ~onsiderations whi~h led to its previous 
a~tion in opposing the passage of the Resolution were not as strong a 
factor as they had been, that in his judgment politi~al considerations 
now outweighed th military, and that the issue mould be determined 
upon the politi~al rather than the military basis. 

We were greatly astonished, therefore, when the Secretary 
of State appeared before the Committee and opposed the passage of the 
Resolution, apparently under the President•s dire~tion. This was all 
in se~ret. The Committee insisted on proceeding to report the 
Resolution unless the Se~retary of state was willing to state publiuly 
his opinion. This he finally did on December 11, 1944, after con­
sultation with the President, giving his opinion that passage of the 
Resolution at the present time would be unwise from the standpoint of 
the general international situation. Even then the Resolution was 
only shelved by a vote of 12 to a. Yet only last week the President 
again endorsed the Demo~ratic platform and stated that he ,rould seek 
to bring about its earliest realization. 

Why on earth then should the President object to a Senate 
Resolution urging him to use his good offices and take appropriate 
measures to the end that this policy may be carried out . What is the 
position of the Administration on this question? It says one thing 
and does another. It 1s suggested that the President wishes a free 
hand to persuade the Arabs and the British into this policy without 
arousing them by a Congressional Resolution . Why would his hand not 
be strengthened by such a Resolution? I am told that protests from 
the Arabs have naively suggested that they realize the exigencies of 
an American election and that they do not take seriously promises 
made in a campaign, but a Resolution passed at this time v.ould alarm 
them. This 1s hardly a complimentary attitude towards Ameri~an 
statesmanship. 
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' I think we are entitled to doubt that the President has 

taken any steps to carry out the promise of the campaign. We have 
not been told what was said in the eonversation with Ibn Saud, but 
the President stated that he learned more in five minutes eonversa­
tion with Ibn Saud about the Moslem problem and the Jewish problem 
than he ~ould have learned in the ex~hange of two or three dozen 
letters . But did he tell Ibn saud as he told Dr• Wise last week, 
that he and the United Sta tes favored the establishment of a free and 
democratic Jewish commonwealth in Palestine? I doubt it• Whether he 
did or not, apparently he did not obtain any ~oncession, for he is 
quoted as saying last week that he would continue to seek to bring 
about the earliest realization of Zionism. 

I cannot over-emphasize the vital nature of the present 
moment and the necessity of the United states Government taking an 
unequivocal position with the British and the Arabso What is the 
reason for our failure to do so? Fundamentally it seems to be the 
fear of arousing Arab opposition. If that fear is to prevail toJ ay, 
why will it not prevail indefinitely? The Arab position is bound to 
grow stronger, and their success today will in~rease their future 
opposition. If the question is not settled now, it never will be 
settled. For today our Armies are at the height of their power a nd 
in a short time Germany will be prostrate. 

Can it be that we are afraid to press the issue bec uuse 
of our desire to obtain Arab oil? If the desire for oil is to pre­
vail over the interests of the Jewish people in Palestine, I see no 
reason why it should not prevail indefinitely, for oil will be~oma a 
more and more s~arce ~ommodity and the importan~e of the oil fields 
in Arabia will apparently increase. If the Palestine problem is 
settled right, why can't we hope for as mu~h oil from Arabia as if it 
is settled wrong? 

Can it be that we are afraid of antagonizing the British 
Government? It seems to me that we are in a better position to 
persuade the British Government today, than pel'haps we will ever be 
in the future. Furthermore, we are told reliably that Prime Minister 
Chur~hill who has always supported the Jewish position, - and a tre­
mendous party in England perhaps a majority of the people that does 
the same- would welcome strong representations from this Government& 
I do not believe we ~an longer blame our failure to act on the British . 

I am prepared to reintroduee the Resolution at any time 
that your leaders think it is advisable. I can only repeat that un­
less our Government takes a different position talking to foreign 
nations before the peace treaty is signed, than it has up to this 
time, the chance for the establishment of a Palestine Commonwealth 
will disappear forever. I have heretofore stated the reasons why I 
believe the establishment of that Commonwealth is the best solution 
of the Jewish question in Europe. I see no interference with the 
development of Arab nationality throughout the great territory which 
they control without restri~tion. I see no other practical solutinr 
of the terrible Jewish problem in eastern Europe. I see no othe ·~ 
illc t ~od of keeping our promises to the Jews throughout the world. 

Throughout this long contest Dr. Silver has stood firm for 
prompt action by our Government. ije has not been diverted by personal 
~onsiderations or party considerations. He has courteously but per­
sistently presented the fuhdamental pr1n~iples of the Palestine situ­
ation to every branch of the Government, to the authorities of the 
politi~al parties, and to the public . He has not quibbled about 
words, but he has refused to compromise on principles It has been a 
pleasure to be associated with him, and to testify to his unswerving 
loyalty to the interests of the people of the United states. 



ABBA HILLEL SILVER TESTIMONIAL DINNER COMMITTEE 
SUITE 7o4 
55 WEST 42nd STREET 
NEW YORK CI TY 
TEL. LA 4-7319 

MESSAGES 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Following arc some of tho .messag0s sent to tho Testimonial Dinner in honor of 

Dr. Abba. HUlol Silver;) at tho Hotel Corrnn0doro ., New York City., March 21st, 1945: 

"I um vory glad to join Dre Abba Hillel Silver's m~ny fricr.ds in the tributo 

which will b0 po.id to him at tho Tostimonio.l Dinner on Mo.rch 21st,, For many yours 

Dr. Silver ho.s aovoted himself whoJ.Ghoo.rtodly to tho welfare n.:' his poopJ.c., His 

fearless und eloquent championship of the ostablishnent of a. Ju-Nh:h H0m0::.a.nd in 

Palestine and his untiring labors in bohalf of tho ideals to which he has dodicatod 

himself ho.ve won for him the esteem and rospoct of all who have ooncornod thomsolvos 

with tho problems of tho Jewish pooplct" 

Sona.tor Robert F = W::.gnor (Do. N ,Y .. ) 

<ll'"■ Wt.Hr••••--...-r,w 

"For over three docados Dr, Silver ho.s boon one of the most dynamic forces in 

the American R0.bl,j_11at0 /I one of tho m.ost oi.::tspokcn_, liberal f igh-ters within Am.orico.n 

clergy. He has boon un impas~ioncd advocut0 of social justice, b~otherhood nnd 

equality in tho spirit of tho finest American traditions~ 

"As o. Jow und un .American, ho has staunchly fought for the r .chnbilitntion of 

the homolcss Jowish p0opl0 und his influonco has boon felt around the world in the 

cause of Palestine. 

"A constant o.nd brillio.nt student of Biblical touchings, Dr. Silver is out­

standing in the splendid galaxy of American Rabbis, His utterances, verbal and in 

writing, h!'.vo always reflected his great heart and his love of his fellowman. His 

wiole lifo has been distinguished by a moral forvor which has givon him the courag0 

to spe-ak out, whGther in the--majerity- or- in--,---bhe minority•" -

Govornor Thomas E, Dewey 

"It is my hope a.nd prayer that at long le.st there will bo an ond to the suffer• 

ings of humanity. tho ravages of warfare and the agonies of Israel. Palestine--tho 

Jowish National Home--will indeed become the national home of tho Jewish people, to 

whi-0h tho Jewish people muy go fro~ly as a matter of right. 1 have a vision of 

Palostino being constituted by the nations of the world as the third Jewish 

Commonwealth, 

ttWhen these happy events shall oom.e to pass; the guest of honor, Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver, as the eloquent voice of Zion and the loader of his people, shall 



havo a great shnre in thom. 

nrt is in this spirit of hope nnd faith that I so.lute o. distinguished Amoricon 

and un illustrious son of Isro.ol, Dr. Abbn Hillol Silver, nnd wish him mnny yours 

of ha.ppinoss and fruitful sorvico," 

Roprcscnto.tivo John w. MoCormnck (D., Mass,), 
House Majority Lendor• 

- - - - --- - - - - -
"Rabbi Abbn Hillol Silver, ns ho is best known to us in Clcvolrm : , is in our 

minds ono of' tho groat prophets and loaders of our time, Ho hus won n plnco in tho 

hearts of tho people of his generation, and his influence will long be folt and 

appreciated. 

"Rabbi Silver hns given his life to tho sorvico of God nnd man in o. wny which 

not only hus boon of tremendous direct vnluo but of infinite vnluo ns nn oxrunplo to 

oth0rs. It is n privil~go to join in honoring him, and if by doing so we ca.n holp 

to impress his porsonality upon otho~s wo shall oursolvos hnvo dono u constructive 

service." 

Senator Harold He Burton (R. Ohio) 

"Out of o. long o.ssocio.tion in o. variety of good ,;iorks I nm ho.ppy to udd my 

tcstimoninl to tho public service of Dr. Silver whoso nn~o should bo written in 

lottcrs of gold on the pugoc.nt of Aml-rica." 

Sena.tor Owon Brewster (R., A~u ino.) 

"Dr. Abba Hillol Silver oan ho.rdly bo praised enough for his mngnificont con­

tributions to Jewish life. His scholarly ntto.inmont, so oloo.rly mc.nifostod in hia 

fine book on Mossio.nic currents in Jewish history o.nd in other writings, stamp him 

ue u soholo.r who 00.n rccronto the pust into o. pattern for modorn inspiration. His 

outsto.nding leadership in his own pulpit and nationally ho.s bean o.n inspiration to 

younger oolloaguos and o. sourco of strength for progrossivo Judo.ism in America. £1 

for his contributions to tho future or world Jewry, tho record of day-by-d~y history 

tolls tho story. We do not often find o. loader in whom profound oulturo, n doop 

religious mood, o.nd groat public rosponsibility and oourago nrc so mo.gnificontly 

o~binod ." 

Rabbi Solomon B. Froohof, 
Pl'"osidont, Contrnl Conforcnec of Amorioun Rabbis. 

--- -- • - - - - - -



"In Fobruary 1~, I hoard Rabbi Silver speak boforc tho Committco of Foreign 

Affairs on Capitol Hill. It wns n grant event for mo to hear and to sec such a rnro 

combinntion of wisdom, love, nnd orntoric tnlont. If I ho.d to chooso a lender for 

the Jews in Amorion, I would chooso bbba Hillol Silvor." 

Emil Ludwig 

"Dr. Silvor 1 s distinguished leadership has boon o.n inspiration to tho 

roligious forces of the nntion. Ho has rcvonlod both courngo and understanding, 

o.nd has novcr forgotton tho oquclly important factor of sympathy. In thcs hours 

in which we sock to build n new world, the moral principles he has onuncintod nro 

tho essential foundation upon which such o. structure may be runrcd. Christians 

ovorywhoro, I run sure, will join mo in this briof word of tributo and gratitude." 

G. Bromley Oxnum 
Prosidont, Fodornl Council of tho Churchos of Christ in America 

- - - - - - - - - -
"Although this tribute is o. gesture embodying sincere r espect and friendship, 

I doubt whothor oven it oo.n be moro than n fooblo symbol of tho good estoom in 

which Dr. Silver is hold by o.11 man of good will. Ho hus bocn a distinguished 

epokosman for n grout spiritual tradition and ulso o. citizon concorncd with the 

r0nlitics of our sorely troublod time. Porsonnlly, I hnvo long since admired his 

integrity and his ability, and so I hope you will permit mo to add these fow words 

to tho other m.ossngos which will mnrk tho occo.sion." 

Goorgo , Shuster, President, Hunter Collogo. 

- • - - - -- - - ~ 

"Dr. Silver is not only t\ distinguished und useful loo.dor of tho Jowish pooplo 

in Amcriou and throughout tho world, ho is ~lso one of this goncrution•s groatost 

Junoricnn oitizons of uny fnith or of uny rncinl inhoritnnco. I o.dmiro him grcutly 

f.l.u<l prizo his friondship." 

Dr. Dcniol L. Mnrsh, President, Boston Univorsity und 
Exocutivo Chnirmo.n of tho .Amoricnn Pnlostino Committoo. 



,,. 12,~ yw•,• ,~•DsMi1•0~M a,, Jpn D,,,s,n, • Jt"JIY~ ay, 1,1 ~,c o•:3 , 

.. 

•,,, JD,liacn•1i•• Y'IM~•o•DM J)r"i•N JtD 1•,,~ J~•D M~ S,DMC J•M lYIYl ~ J 
-,.. , Ip• ' lrD.' M , 

' 
1• l•M Dfl iii M •~•••~•,m•J2•tn,lJ 1'1 ~ft D1•JMp•ipD JiMl~I ft J1 I '!' I -

., DJpn J1W'i' -w•Dsac,1•0• ,,,~•101M ., JID J)1D)1JIX.,J1!l• J)711)7l tJiJ1'1M!3 .,,t'J 

.J2)7~ J~•i•M J•M DDMrtpi•D 

-•D11,1•c•1 ,,, JID ,•x•,Mit"J ., ,., l' cm,, n,l ,_s D ft,,, .,,l·,,, ,,, 
-pDMb D fl lf'p0p, I pw•,· a,,,., t• 11,itJJl ,~JD".,, a•n ,,~•,•M .,, 

I I 
-.n ,,~ ·~ .,,Js,l•M .,,, ,x .a•n ipt'J'1M .,,, JID D~M,!,lfJt"J•D ,., 0•0 1:i" YD D ,, 

• 

DJr"J ay, JID lJINI~ ay," ,l'l'Prl',, ,pJNP'~JDM ., ,., t•M t'JIM,pJJ•M 1•1w 

-1J•2),P ., D .D¥DW--t~•, .,,, JII aD•, a,, o•i•v,a ., J1D ays, 0 a,, lJ ~ 
J!I •tnplD'IN 1 1 

•pD1-~•,•M •i ipoJI .-.~c,m.••~DOll,. D'M J~ft DI ~l•~D J!IJlJ1l ,1, api D ft l''X , 

,,~ ,JJ~MJU'!MJ-w•,•• •, J'M ,JDPMIPJ ,,, ~,, 

•,tJ1"i• ipw•i•M-~MJ •x J ipi J'M iwJ J:t"n )1 D~»n 

.1,~0•n yw•J•p•i 

1,-,p ,~ p•11t, ., t• .,, 
•i D~"IJipi D n ~p•y ipi 

WJ)ID 
-,Ml D¥ft i1, DYJY' JID. JIJJDJM'~•~:1 ~ ~ PD'lil M .~J10't"JD•Jl'Y iyi J'M 

ip2f J DJ1l .D'IK 10 MJ!i n •t Ji)1n 1'1 JID JttJ~ •1 .J1fJ'iS,DM y0•1il ,, JYlJl',t' , , 
J~•1',11:a ~,, D~11 JiJ •11iJf n~:a J•T .,,, D,11 -,,-.1 J1D'1iJ Dfi , , 

D~MJ ,y, I' ,,n•w 1, 1 cy,,rr ~•', M ., ,-, ~, o 1 1 ~It • ., , 
._,, -,i,, Df -- J t2y'1 1w•,•tt a,, J ~J1JJJ1¥ J lt"P'MJID , S,J•t D n D¥1 ,,, ipi 

'DD~Jln ' • 
J'M ,.,•aM DJMl"l'lJ•,11 12,., Jw•,•M 
DJJ•opJ',M J'M ,•, ta',~D -- pr,•,•11 , 

111 •,n ,, ,n1~,0 MQ -, l:d""IJip, D n 
111 -, ' D 2 •, -- 'l J I pi • n t• ' J I D )1 J p •-, JD M , 

.,JM~ DJi JID J,y~ 

_,.,, .-,y11'1•D ~',-:, 1.2M .,, t•M ,1, D)7Jp• JID -,pDp-,DiMD J1DDJ~ •i JID "lpJ•M 

"' JIM aap~•~J11,1•0•11 ,,w•i•M ,s,, JW'TIJ iJl:aD'IJIJ a,,,., t•M 12,,1,yp"IMD 
tl"J)J D)1,fl J•M 

••• ,,plJI' ,pi JID DIPD'I iyi t•M ,p .,s ', J'M ,, JiptiJI 'S$ $1:1:&:,~DP, 

D•D ~¥J pp•ipc ~•D Jf D11'J ,•, D:r'ft p',¥D 11•,•1 M m,•1 DI Jp•ipDM ipw•, , , 
.1,,· ,,~s,•,~ ,,. D,PP,DW ,,2•• n,,,, ~•D 11• D'D' .,,~- ,,s,~ 

Jp-,•11 sppp1 "'J ,11111 Q~,, ,, ,,~ ~,.,, ,pDns,~11 ,,, 1•1 ,,,~•o , 
41\Jt'','M -,p, IJ•I•· JYJMDIIJl IK''J rhfl ._, )pl , J,p-, . r11 1 JI I DM',1 JD•D 'I 11 



I • 
. 1P11 

1
JJ1l"'~-,y:1• iy, J'D DDMip •i mtnpl Dl1'J J"''1 -,ftM t)', 11 ip .s,c-, IDM'II. 

1, -~•s 1,·, ¥1 ,,-,,,s D'J•Jy JID ,,.,,l .,, n'lv11 ,D,•s,•i JII e-, 11•1• 
o•.,,,,.,. '1'Jn M~ J n a,•s,•lt J'M .r.,atn 1r1•,•1t 1"'' 1,1 Jt)J,.,l paru,1•t> •, 

.,,, D ft,-, 1-,y,-, D 1' 0 i JI 

-1•,sD ,PDDpi D~ ,S,~0)12 Dfi p1-,,c,•1 

1, p•n ,,- , 1 ?.JJ, 1y1 l p• YD s,0 •, il 
DI I J )M!l D I ri•ac pr,•i•tt •i t• , 

.Jlft>JYC 0yi J' S,DD 
at•s1•~ 1n•0 1,s1:n1D 1ynp1 ,p1',•0 ',',n 1:111 ,•11 ys•, ti• S,DDlJ'M •, 111 

1 ''" .,, ~" J J 111-oJ :ay', 1-, iMD , • ' 1 ~,.s' J r:,1-,11,,.s 1tJJ Dfft .,, ny:s 1' , , 
.,111', 111•,· a,, 1'M JJ1,•'to•1M ,,11•,•M ,,, 11D 'JMs,,• as,,,.,,. 11,,D 
.,, •" J!lS,'I l'M ~t,Ml 1•, iMD taMJ•~-,-a,¥DY-, as,, Jl•',py"D'IM n ,, Jyn , 

1 DD• s, '! s,Drip •, 111 ,,s •1 1 ,,,,,.s t •tc ,, • ,p0, 1s,, •, 1, •0,,u,,, , i J !)•, np 
~,s pD•1,1 ,.l ,,u1• ,. lJtp,•~ 1-, ,, JI JI ~MJ•:aM,-D, DY, ap, 1· 

• I t)0'J I •1 D' :m, 
Dp, 1•• JD•2p1 10 ~•111 t>, DPl ~s•,iMD ,., D" ,, 
D •i JDJ2i111i0•111 pp-~J1DM J'M ipDtrlS, is,, JYTIS,l t• ip 

-- D~•tD'IM 1"1 ,pt>JI -- tJ"J ~ 'M 11D 1 1' t'M iJM'1U•~p J• ~-~,~ J"t , , 
1¥Jis,, 1' DI D'S,DD "ft JII r,,p.s 'D'~l•pyD 'IS,lf¥D , ,,.,11,,,, D i Ji UJJl t»"'ilS,lll 

Ji 11Yl JYDIJJlip~•M 
1 :ap1 Yl It, io ti 

r'Jac D , is,~ 

,•, D ft ip .lJl"l'lJ"\ . ' .,,, }'I 

•u•1 i0J11~•1 •D JJDS,'12¥"11 y', •~ D D'D J11i1--.p~y:r, ~•D ,., , , 
•JJJ t•M D' DI,.,,, ipD•til iJi I~ fJJltJ"'iltl J'D 

.1 JI J ,,. 2 ,,11•D0 'JI -~ .,,, l' J', • £' I I DJ !,"'J 
• 

,,,,, Jp•i,1x0•111 t1"P!)J1'1lPD •, JYJ1~1 .,,,.,,o 'l'ln •=- D n a,•Jl 'J 1 • 
rl¥1 JDWDJP~Jl 0,, J:t-n,,, IJ ,a,s•, ~ss,r.,11,s,10,~ Jl•,~y011'11 .,, t:ay'11iD•111 
-•',1y1 PJ"'t n0WJ ., .. ,., Dt'Jl'J 1·• .tlCJIP 1,m n1,,0 ~,~-, ".,,, ,i as•, , 
., Q',•1v •p•~ikl Yl't:ai Jl"'M ., rn " 1-, Dl'.,P ,, ,.,.t)JMD 1-, ,., thS,l , , . 

• Ji•~ p pw•i•11 ·pt)D.,ID •, ~•D YJ"'' J1M-,I 
~, D,,..,.1,,,, 1'M D, JI Jp,•u II n~ 1~•0 DWDJ,~,l t'M ,,,.,.0 ',',n l!lll , 

1•,211 n•D, s,J•t y',1 D'D DD'Jl'I M 1'M ,, • .,,., .,, DI a,, I' Dt2"~J •• .,_ , 
DJ pp pJ u '>MD I" , D¥ n c, , • J , • i J • • , J J , M D • 111 n s, J •, ,., • D , • • , • , p 
,,w•,•11 D~•s ,,, J'M 1'1•1 ,11•1 s,0•1,-1 •., , ,, ,. •ri,11 ,Js,',p•1DJ" ,., 

,,.,11s,•1iJ•w•i• ,,, JID n, ,,, , •• 1,, ,12•1'1l JII n, .,,, 1'M 1,, .,p•,,c• 



•i 1•M•D JSJO'D l \~ -,puw 1' , 
ipi •1,M 1'1 111 J• , 

s 

" 
--~9'1>11►•• 0' , 
' ipn',•o ~ • JMn ~y, 'D 1 D iJ•D\WI -,p, 1',•D D'J t•1 ~•\ p1ii 

'frr,!)p',J v,.,pn 
4' l i', M • t ai • IYrl S,i -, • I) 11 •. n .. ~S..'lS.'9 

• • i,c,• i • M 

Dll•J DJ•1 oi fl Yl'li o,, ~ J DW'J , 
,,, , J ,--, •, J\D i)r'D p~p',~ys• , 

,pt ,1 1 ~ i ', D 
1
p0i Db', 

• I c, • J i • ' l Y P 1 31, )I, J ' , , 

,. 1,, pp11N ,., a~~ ,, , .ls,, , 
D i ~ J b 'J ll ',\p SI •i ',s,o D , , J 

., JYD D 1w• •ip 11-~i•N as,, 1• bipw, , •• ~.,,,.,.0 """ M~ 
'•s \ • 1~•011u•~•D av, l\D ,,,,, ,vp, I., t•, ,i ,1::1"\D~ lill·h~~~,- 0y, ll .,.,~~ 

"'DI~ ,,s,y-,-1•w ',•~,i ,. ,y 0•,,11 DJMb•',•0 1•p b •s., , • .,, .1,· , , 
11 ~•s,•i ',~-a,,p iyl 1• ,p .,pD0yp , 
--~•D ,. ',•icy, 1~,lip, \! l)JU .,,l•is• , 
.lf"pa• J b•',•D 11m , • as,, ,., ri•, Jyc,s l 

,p, .._ D1' J\•~ I , 
., 

• »~cs,p I' -- fi 1'1M' , 

1•1 ,~ -,~ , , -,y.,~ s•p .. , 
~s,, TM ,JD'il ~ D" ,, lYU 

,p ¥ft p•~•~ I »~•OJMD , 
1 :ay', 1· t l • l J • ii') • 11 , . 

,n1Jr,pp .,,~p',Jy,,p1 ~•',1i 0~•J ,. Di JI •s ,. , , a:u• !l ,y .r1t:»J llD ,,is l 

.,,,t)t) • 1·' !l""' ! ., J 

, JDDYP 

Jl'\',l J.2•',1i lJIJ•iip:i• , 
1i ,1 1•,syD JPJP1 0 I 

r'I I!) 11 

. 
1WbJyo i 1~JY1 DY , 

1311311 ., 1 ,y,p1 J• , 
.., I,, I JD''" ipDDPP 1•p ~~•J t•ac ,s,11',•0 Mlk .~•~Ml)lll ~p•cv 1,·~~ D 

,,, pi,,wi)Ji 'ill .wbJlJD ,pJ•c,ct>\l 11 ,,:,p',i•iD ac ,,-, 1•1 JPP .,, c,-,pp , 
.J•&;l"J ,. ~nMP, :i-',l ,, JPTI ~•1M a• beys ,p ~D p, m n~•J ,p, , 

1•1,•i 1w•ipDD)'P J\D '1¥!m' .,,, ,, ,. DJS,D D Jl•cx• 1· , ' 
D 

.P~ D 1w•,· ,~•~y~D)'p-J•,- y, JID ~,:a0•0 ,,, -- ~~n-,0 JbllJ~ J•M 

• 



STATEMENT BY ERICAN ZION! T POLICY CO ITTEE 

The action of the Executive Oommitte or th Z. O .. is w lcome 

indic tion that its leadership ie t laet beginning to respond to th 

pre1 ure of ublic opinion and the clearly expressed wishes or their con­

stituents, throughout the country. / Unfortun tely the tone and content ot 

the pres, r lease issued by the z. o .. Aciminietration ie not conducive to 

the creation of more wholesome atmosphere looking tow rds liquid tion of 

the controver8y, for it ie itself oontrover iel in character. The pe ce 

gesture i Yi.tiated b insinuations directed against Dr. ilTer and his 

supporters. e particularly resent :taot ■p•t-wttww n the baseless insinus­

tion that Dr. Silver or his followers have at any time demanded the elimination 

or Dr. Ste-phen s. iee. Nor is s.t: it true that Dr. Silv r hae declined to 

confer, but on the contrary, he repeatedly indio ted his re diness to eet 

with Dr. ise. Under the circumstances we must reserve judgment. The 

makeup of the committee to be appointed by Dr. Goldst in may give further 

clue as to the intentions of the z. o. A. leadership ~nd indic te to what 
only 

extent this is a genuine pe ce move or possibly/ bit of"paychological 

warfare•. 
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Amerioan Zionist Policy Uommittee 
5 5 W EST 4 2 nd ST R EET • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

FOR I ~IATE RELEASE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE HOPES Z.O.A. EXECUTIVE HAS E 
GENUINE PEACE MOVE, BUT CHARGES Z.O.A. PRESS RELEASE DISTORTS 

FACTS IN REPORTING WHAT TRANSPIRED AT MEETING 

New York -- The American Zionist Policy Committee today made the 

following comment on the press release issued by the office of the Zion st 

Organization of America which purports to be an account of what transpired 

at the Z.O.A. Executive Committee meeting, held on Sunday, April 1st: 

"The Official handout suffers from a. number of distortions which 

create an altogether false impression of what took place at the Z.O.A. 

Executive Committee meeting. Particularly astonishing is the press release's 

fictitious version of the decisions ta.ken at the meeting. 

"The meeting voted in favor of the appointment of a committee which 

will explore the possibilities of bringing a.bout a solution of the controversy 

in relation to the American Zionist Emergency Council. So much is correct -­

and all sincere Zionists will hope that this move is a genuine one. The 

general feeling at the meeting was that a sincere effort is being launched to 

restore peace and unity within our ranks. The Z.O.A. press release , however , 

is ~nything but a peace move; it can be described more accurately as a 

declaration of war. 

"There was absolutely no decision ta.ken to instruct the Committee which 

is to be formed. 1 to reject any proposal which might be construed as a reprimand 

to Dr. Wise, or which would imply his ceasing active leadership in the Emergency 

Council . 1 What purpose is being served by announcing that such a decision had 
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been taken is not clear. If it is meant to in~ply that Dr. Silver's supporters 

are calling for Dr. Wice•s resignation -- and the press release does proceed 

to report speakers at the meeting as interpreting tr. Silver's reply to 

Dr. 1/.'ise•s letter of March 21st as a request that tr. fise resign -- let it be 

made ur.mistakably cleo.r that no such request has been made either by Dr. Silver 

or the American Zionist Folicy Comm~ttee. The letter from Dr. Silver to 

Dr. \~·ise which is referred to in the press release reads as follows: 

Dr. Stephen S. 'ise , Chairman 
America.n Zionist Emergency Council 
342 Macison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

lly dear Dr. Hise: 

March 2G, 1945 

Permit me to thank you for your letter of 1 rch 2lot. I appreciate 
the invitation hi.ch you convey to me to att nd a meetine in the near 
future of the Executive Com.~itGee of the Emergency Council. I shall try 
to attend such a meeting although ut the present moment I do not lmow when 
I Viill be in New York aeain. I only returned this morning from a v:cck 's 
stay in New York. 

I would be lacking in franlmess if I were to leave you ith the 
impress on that my remaining a member of the Council in any way implies 
that I accept the present set-up of the Council as either a satisfactory 
or perm nent arrangement. Since my enforced resignation, the Coun il, to 
my best knowle ge, has heard from nl:Illerous Zionist groJ.ps and 1 aders 
throughout the country calling for its re-o ganization. This has t:..lso been 
echoed with remarkable unanimity by the Jewish pres . 

Gn February 21, Dr. Weizmann cabled both to you and to me "an 
urgent measage to do everything humanly possible to resolve the differences 
and ·o remove the difficulties thus enabli~g all Zionists to combine for the 
urge t task which lies before s. 11 r. Lipsky wrote co me on February 26 
that he, as a member of the Jewish Agency, had een urged by Dr. WeizmarJJ1 
to make an earnest ef ort to reconcile the ciffercnces that had arisen. 
On arch 2, I wrote to . Lipsky tl at "i Dr . ·,ise is now of t. e opinion 
that the re-organization of the Emerg ncy Council which he precipitate ty 
his resignation was ill-advised, and that the ~ituation now calls for my 
return under conditions which will enable me to carry on the active political 
lea rship of the Council, I shall be very pleas d to meet with him at a 
time and plc:.ce mt .ally agreeable." 

I have not heard from you as to our intentio s. This, as I see it, 
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and I believe you will agree with me, is the real crux of the matter and 
not whether I attend one or another meeting of the Executive Council. 

With all good wishes, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 

(signed) Abba Hillel Silver 

"How this letter can be interpreted as a demand for Dr. Wise's 

resignation is truly astounding. 

"As for the charge (also included in the press release) that the 

American Zionist Policy Committee is carrying on independent political 

action -- neither Dr. Silver nor any person connected with the Committee 

has attempted to carry on such action either in Washington or elsewhere. 

The Committee has communicated and will continue to communicate with 

fellow-Zionists in order to foster an alert public opinion among our 

people and to encourage the free expression of views and judgments regarding 

the problems confronting the Zionist Movement. This is not only our demo­

cratic right, but also our duty under the circumstances which prevail. 

"We would prefer to believe that the action taken at the meeting of 

the Z.O.A. Executive Committee is a sincere gesture towards the restoration 

of unity in our ranks. It is to be deeply regretted that the office of the 

Zionist Organization of America has, through the issuance of its garbled 

account to the preos, raised many doubts as to the genuineness of the move. 

However, all of us aro awaiting the naming of the exploratory committee by 

the President of the Zionist Organization of America. Its makeup will re­

flect the intentions of the present Z.O.A. lea1ership." 

- 50 -
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A .ERICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITTEE 
55 WEST 42nd STREET 
N Li'W YORK 18, NEW YORK 
T.t.LEPHONE: LAckawaru1a 4-7519 

Translation of a special dispatch by S. Dingol in Ihe Jewish Dai, 
April 8, 1945. (Similar dispatches have appeared in the Jewinh 
Mondng .. TournR.l and the Jew sh Dailv For· ard) 

PEACE IN ZIONIST RANKS COULD BE ACIIIE~~ WITHIN TEN MINUTES, SAYS DR. SIL VER 

- --
ZIONIST LEADER ASSERTS THAT THE DISPUTE WITHIN ZIONIST LEADERSHIP 
COULD BE DOLVF.D E SILY WITH GOOD WILL ON BOTH SIDES. - DOUBTS 
WHE'I'HEH THE COMMITT Ji~ NAMED BY DR. GOLDSTEIN WILL ACHIEVE THIS 

- --
The furor which has arisen in American Zionist circles over Rabbi Abba Hillel 

Silver•s forced ret..Jignation .from the len .~ership oi' ihe American Zionist Emergency 

Council, an the rot ,=> ts and deman .., for his return to leadership which have come 

from all part of the co1mtry, hc.ve finally roush t about a decision by the Exe cu ti ve 

Committee o tr.e Zion st Oreanization of Amer ca to namJ a committee which will ex­

plore the p ssililities of res or·ne peace in be Zionist movement. 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, PreJident of the Z~onist Organization of America, named 

a committee of fi e, wit:i Ju ge ouis E. Lev-nt _ul as chai mc.n, fct' that purpose. The . 
four other mem'--ers OJ. the committee are: 

and Dewey Sto e. 

unlel Fr sch, Louis L:..psky, Ezra Shapiro, 

When t _ rnem ersh-:? o_ th group as ma e publlc, the r t:ier _can Z onist Policy 

Commit~ee, wh c: upports r. S~lver's policie, issue1 a statem nt expressing no 

confidence in th committ e becaus , with or.e e:·ception, ic is made up of Dr. Silver's 

opponent3, cri.l " lO t, a s.!.ngle me ~1be1• of t'i ... com.11i t te r ep.1. e!.Zm1ts t:10 forces in 

America.. Zion sm which have p1.1"Jl cly dem~nded t. e recall o Dr. S l"1er." 
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Dr. Silver was in New Yor~ on Friday afternoon an we ma e U3e 0.1. t_ 9 o casion 

to meet with him and get his opinion on the possibility for peace in the Zioni~t 

leadership, an on the committee which ~ras n:1med by Dr. Golcstein. 

Dr. Silver asserted that eace in the Zionist leade sh·p ClL~ be avhievc 

very easily. 

"Peace in American Zionism can be br-:iught about witJ.iln ten minutes!" D . Silver 

declared . "If Dr. r·ise and I were to discuss the matter and if it v,ere made clear 

that the question of prestige is not involved, but that this concerns the best in­

terests of Zionism, then I don 't think we would have much difficulty in understandin~ 

each other, provided that outside influences will not be involved." 

"And what is your opinion on the peace committee?" I asked Rabbi Silver. 

"The American Zionist Policy Committee, with hich I a!ll in complete harmony, 

has already made a statement about that," Dr. Silver a.swere. "We are not opposed 

to a peace committee that really wants peace. But when such a committee is named, it 

~hould be made up of neutrals who are not involved L~ the controver y, or it should 

be a mixed group, representine both sides, i o would arrive at an understandin 

mong themselves. Unfortunately the makeup of this committee is such as would tend 

to prolong the dispute , ro.ther than achieve early peace. One member of the committee, 

speaking from a Zien-ct T'I utform, could find no tetter word than "Fascist" to des­

cribe me. Another m mber of the committee has travelled throughout the country to 

speak against me at Zionist meetings. Such a •peace committee' can have only one 

interest--to keep the present ZOA leadership in control and to keep me ~s far as 

possible from the Emergency Council." 

"Do you believe that the ZOA Executive was insincere in making this peace 

attempt?" I asked Dr. S::.lver. 

"No, I would not ~ay that . I believe that many memb rs of the Executive were 
si cere in requesting tlat peace be brought about. But ecause the makeup of the 
co lll1ittee was left in the hands of outspoken opponents of min ... , what emerged as not 
a peace committee, but a group \J hich will try to bury every possibility for achieving 
peace." • 

4/10/45 
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Press Release 

fltzrar~t t'lllnmen's @rgnnt5ntion of Amerira 
1133 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 

FOR Ii'IT.1EDIATE RELEASE 

RABBI ABBA lIILLj3L 3ILVER CALLS UPON 
UJ.-JI'r:sn NAT101 s To sAF1ZGUARD TEb! BAsrc 

JE"./ISH NPrIOrIT L r:rar-rrs IN PALE311Il'JE 

rrr_ZR:\CEI ',"JO MEN CAB LP $100,000 tq_ PALEST I:NE 
TO C1-L~.1 E PLACES l"OR EED1UG~.2 C1-IILDREN . 
-----. - ---------------

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, internationally famous Zionist leader, 

told 2 1 000 1•.:rizrachi Women that world states;nen must recognize that 

if tho 1:"" roblcm of tTewish national homelessness is not clearly faced 

and solved soon , it will return over and over again to hal-19.SS and un­

settle the world . 

Rabbi Silver was principle speaker at a donor luncheon this af­

ternoon, I'.t:'1.y 23 , at the :'laldorf Astoria, sponsored by the New York 

and. }ew Jersey Region of the 1-oiizrachi Women ' s Organization of Ar.1erica . 

11 The Jewish problem is quite a.s much the world's problem as it 

is that of the Jews , u he said. "The defenseless position of tho Jew 

was exploited by the Nazis to rise to power. They employed it as 

weapon to achieve the disintegration of Europe 0 Fascist adventurers 

under other names after the war will continue to exploit it . 

"What the world will do concerning the Jewish people and concern­

ing the restoration of its national life in Palestine after the war, 11 

he continued, "will be the true index of the nature and character of 

the entire program of world reconstruction. If in the case of the 

JeV1 ish people , which possesses no arrnies or navies and which is em-

erging from tho ':Vorld War the most shattered of all peoples , the 

United ations will act in a spirit of justice , vision and true 

statesmanship, then there is hope that by tho same spirit tho 0ntire 

world will bo healed and saved . u 

rtsurolyrt , Rabbi Silver continued, "the Jewish people are no 

loss deserving than other peoples whose national independence and 

freedom will bo guaranteed by tho United Nations • They have beon 

tho verso victims of razi brutality, and their casualties have been ~ 

proportionately the heavies. The Jewish pooplo dosporatoly needs 
~ 

Palo st inc for 1 ta homeloss .nillions now and nftor tho war, and for 

its ru: tional security, dignity and normo.lcy . 



- 2 -

"Jews have shown a remarkable capacity for pioneerine; , for labor 

and sacrifice . They avo built worthily and well in Palestine . They 

heve nn ... o Pulentine their own a~ain by their horo ic labor• , b their 

blood and swoe.t . JI0arlt all is hop.., ul , prominint~ and progressive in 

called tho nol 1loftt or.i:cr,~~_:,i:-::o of o r tj i~10 n1.u::t not now bo c:"uolly 

Sa l:.)_i_')OC~. ~ nd und ovr 11 ')<:(~ - C • , • • .L j I .1,. • •'• ~ 

In o.nnouncinc th·- t tho JU.z rachi 1.•1omon ' n Ot>[snnization of America 

cabled. ..1lOC1 , 000 to Palo~tino th:i . .s nftornoon , the rn.:.tiono.1 treasurer, 

Mrs • . Jathan B. Fischer , 1.,1ho wns also chair110.n of tho ,1.ftcrnoon , spoke 

of the i1lac os that will be croa tocl in Palc::rtino YJith th0so f 1n. s, for 

ref ~oo chilrtron . '' ,'t,',t:'.;0 , 000 f J 1 • l' l • d u o c u.. money' , s 1.0 sn:r. , "will bo used 

to-v·1nrd the; ostablishnmnt of tho h').lf a million dollar Children ' s Vil -

18.r·o n.nd Parm School , in Pnlcstino , in whi h o.pproximatoly 400 chil­

ron VJill bo housed , cared fo11
, oducatod and c;ivon arricultur:il tr'J.in­

j_n~ nnd roli 2;ious gilidancc . Tho remaining ~~40 , 000 •• ill pay for tho 

constn1ction of an ndditionnl wing to the organization ' s institution 

in Jcrusal,Jm, to mal~o p ln o for 75 chilu.r .n in nddition to thofjo al ­

ready being rohP.bili to.tod o.nd cducn tcd in tho r1B.in buildin6 • 

"No one" , I.Irs . Fischer said , "can holp tho Jov11sh people but 

tho tTowi sh people themselves • 1:Jo must not look to :1nyono to do tho 

thin0 s that must be dono for us . ':o mu..,t do them oursolvoso ·10 must 

build tho Jo :ish N:i.tlonal Homolo.nd in Palestine . We must strive with 

unn.bntod determination to imp:--css upon tho v,orld tho role pl~ od by 

tho JevJish people in conjunct1 on \·.ii th o.11 democratic forces to combat 

fascism., \Jo must dorn.J.n j st ~ .. ococ~1lt:.on a.t tho ponce conft:ronco 

ma.kines pos siblo tho fnll roa.l1zo. t ion of our a.ims and our nocds for 

Po.lostino as a democratic Conunon '1oa.lth for tho J o ish pooplc,Y 

Another sponkor of tho a.ftornoon , Hrs . Sa.mu<Jl Goldstein , ational 

President, outlined tho Palestine program of tho Eizrn.chi Women , 

'Ii llich tod21.y is con..., ·'.;itutod by thirty two projects from ·1hich o.pproxi• 

ma.tcly 2:000 rofu· :;o chillron bonufit "Tho IJ.:. zra.chi '.1omon?s Or;,,ani • 
, 

zn ~" 0n11 ~ she su _d.. 1 ~1c c u::1dc r its ca. r in Pa.lo sti no ono thi -rd of all , 

conrs c, of cont in oc ::.,. :_, :ct 9 n:i.li ta.nt '?i. 'ni": .. i t0r1c..rc. tho c~:'..lization of 

i.iiss Bcasi o'1t+:y~ ~ cod ~ .. utho ; j0urnnl.st nnd winner of tho 
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progra.ni which has performed an outstandi.nc:; service a.nd rrndo a con­

tribution to 3omcn throu~hout tho country 1
, who ro~ ontly returned 

from tho San Francisco Confor,..., nco , which she r e ported for I·~utual 1Tot­

wor1<s , discu:Jsod her po rnono.l i .;~1rirossions of th8.t historic conforcnco . 

Amon .. t.1oso who ,.,.root 1.'d tho ca.tl.1.crlnc , wo re Vi rs . ~hx s . Hoson­

fold , c 118.irmctn of the ·r-.ro,;.1 York ~nd 1Tovv J ornoy ogj_on and i1isn Naomi 

Groonb .; r~ , prusidcnt of tho Junior "Iiz r'"'chi Warne 1' s Orgn.nizntion of 

Arioric t.,_ . 

i·. lss Adrienne Grciy , lyric soprano star of mnny Broadvay porfor-

man.cos , incl dinr; "Blossom Tino 0
, 

11 Sing O 1t Srioot Landn , 11 O] ~lahomo.n , 

amonc; others , provided cho mustcn.l pr•ocro.H o.~' th.o o.ft o rnoon . 

Tho Lt1.nchoon, \"1hich concluded n. 008. ;Jon ' s fund - ro.is~ng activity 

for s e rvice to rofugoo children , vns oponod with c.n invo o.t:lon by 

lI s . Lo 11is ~,nld , Ni:-itional Vice President . 

1111.c l'Iizrachi 'Nomon 1 s Or0aniz --o.tion of Amoricn is constituted by 

180 cbapters in which 35 , 000 A .orican Jewish ~,omen o.ro onrollod , Hork­

inrr for tho Org~ni zntion ' s pu poso of rob 1ild n .:., a truly orthodoy 

Jcvtish Home l and in Pn.l ostino . Currently tho Mizrnchi !omen aro pn.r­

ticipat i nrr in 32 pro oct~ in P~lostino , from which npproximo.tcly 

2 ~000 childron nro bonofitt i nc . 

Mo.J 23 , 1945 
by: Hr '' & Arthur L. We i n 

II # 'I .JI 
"if i i rt .J{ 1JJ. 

1( t 
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Ameriuan Zionist Poliuy Uommittee 
55 W EST 4 2 nd ST R EET • NE W Y ORK 1 8 , N . Y. 

FOR I EDIATE RELEASE 

~~STCHESTEil ZIONIST REGION DEMANDS UNITY THROUGH THE RECALL OF DR. SILVJ~R 

CALLS ON ZOA ADMINISTRATION TO SEEK PERMISSION FOR NATIONAL CONVENTION 

New York -- The Annual Conference of the We tchester Zionist Region , comprising 

over 2,000 members of the Zionist Organization of America, adopted by a vote of 41 

to 18 a resolution calling upon the Administration of the Z.O.A. to "restore unity 

to our ranks immediately through the recall of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver to the active 

leadership of the American Zionist Emergency Council and to establish that coopera­

tion with Dr. Silver which will make possible the carrying on of Zionist political 

work with the greatest effectiveness." This was announced today by Joseph W. Greenleaf , 

chairman of the Conference Committee. 

The Conference also adopted a resolution calling upon the President of the 

Z. O. A. and the Zionist Executive "to bend every effort towards the securing of 

permission from the Office of Defense Transportation to hold a National Convention 

at the usual time." Copies of both resolutions will be sent to the members of the 

Executive and Administrative Committees of the Z.O.A., to the members of the American 

Zionist Emergency Council and to the Presidents of all Zionist Districts and Regions 

in the United States. 

The resolution demanding unity in Zionist ranks through the recall of Dr. Silver 

was vigorously opposed by Robert Szold and Herman Weisman, both leading spokesmen for 

the present Z. O. A. Administration. They were answered by Mr. Greenleaf , by 
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Charles Ress, co-chairman of the Resolutions Committee, and by other spokesmen of 

the Region, including P..abbi Louis Simsovitz of Portchester, ~olf Felman of Yonkers, 

Louis Brown, Jacob Zuckerman and Rabbi l il ton Elefant of New Rochelle. Jacob Lukashok, 

president of the Westchester Region, was chairman of the meeting. 

The text of the resolutions follows: 

"V!HEREAS, the r::estchester Zionist Region, comprisin o•,.rer 2,000 members of t. e 

Zionist Organization of America, deeply conscious of the tragic plight of our people 

and of the historic responsibilities non confronting American Jewry, is resolved to 

bend every effort to~ards the achievement of Zionist aims in this finsl hour of 

c.ecision, and 

"WHEREAS, the critical position of Zionism follm'ling the Conferences at Y lta, 

Eeypt and San Francisco, makes it irrperative that American Zionists unite iir..mediatcly 

behind a program of vigorous political action wliich will utilize the best talents ar.. 

most effective spokesmen in our movement, and 

",rnERELS, in the face of our overwhelming re ponsibilities and our p0opJe 1 s 

tragedy, the effectivene~s of American Zionism today is im aired by disunity a_d tle 

expulsion from supreme command of some of our moat capable leaders, nnd 

"vmEREAS, we are greatly concerned by the failure of the present administra­

tion of the Zionist Organization of America to give heed to the demands of indivi­

duals, Districts end Regions throughout the United States to restore unity to our 

movem nt through the recall of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver to active political leadershi 

"THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Westchester Zionist Region, in convent on 

ssembled on this 27th day of May 1945, calls upon the President, National Officers, 

Executive Committee and the Chairman of the National A1min_strati.ve Council of the 

Zionist Organization of America to restore unity to our ranl:s immediately throu&h 

he recall of Dr. Silver to the active leadership of the American Zionist Emergency 

Council and to establish that cooperation with Dr. Silver which will make possible 

the carrying en of Zioni.st political work with the greatest effectiveness, and 
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"BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be sent t~ the me 1, ers 

of the Executive and Administrative Comrr.ittees of the Zionist Orga..~izat ion o. America, 

to the members of the Alterican Zionist r.mer8ency Council, and to the Pres ents of 

all Zionist Districts and Regions in the United States." 

11 1aIEREAS , decisions affecting the future of PalestinG c.nd of the Zio st 

n-o·vemcnt are being taken by leaders of the United. Nations L~ their va ious co!l.fcr­

encec-; nd 

11 ~·;rIEREAS, problems affecting the future of our movement require the concerte i 

efforts and careful deliberation of our entire organization; and 

"WHEREAS, the highest deliberative body of our organization is the AnnEal 

Convention of the Zionist Organization of America; 

11 THEREFOF.E EE IT RESOLVED, that the \:estchester Zionist Region calls vpon 

the PreQident of the Zionist Organization of .America and the Zionist Exe utive to 

bend cvGrJ effort towards the securing of permiss on from the Office of Defen e 

Trarsportc.tion to hold a National Convention at the us al tirr.~; 

11 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we call upon tee President of the Zionist 

Or6anization of America to call such a Convention at the usual time , ~o far as is 

consistent vd th government re€,ula tions; 

11 AND EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be sent to tle 

rr.emters of the Executive and Administrative Committees of tte Zionict Organization 

of America nd to the Presidents o~ all Zionist Districts and Rccions in the United 

States." 

-30-
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Issued by MIZRACHI ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

1133 Broadway W Atkins 9 .. 4686 NEW YORK 10. N. Y. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MIZL~CHI DEMA.l"\JDS REORGANIZATION OF ZIONIST EMERGENCY com~CIL WI'l'Hil\! TWO WEEKS _________ ______ ..,._ 

CAN NO LONGER BEAH RESPONSIBILITY FOR PRESENT COUNCIL'S WORK AND POLICIES, 
SAYS LEON GELI11A .. l\J IN LETTER TO DR • WISE 

-----------------

.New York-- ''We have now reached the point where we must declare that we C8.J."'1 no 

lon3er bear responsibility for the work and policies of the 2;ionist Emergency Council," 

the Mizrachi Organization of America declared i n a letter to Dr. Stephens. Wise , 

chairman of the Council, dem&nding the reorganization of the Council within the next 

two weeks. 

Mizrachi has steadfastly supportod the l eader ship and militant policies of 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, whose resignation from the co-chairmanship of tho Council 

and the chairma"'"lship of its Executive Committee was forced last December by the 

representatives of the Zionist Organiza,:; ion of America on the Council. 

PointinG out that "the widespread i nterest whi ch has been arov.sed among the 

Jewish public by the San Francisco Conference should not obscure the fact that 
-

these actions are of relatively minor importance so far as the future of Palestine 

is concerned," Leon Gellman, :president of Mizrachi, stated in hi s letter to Dr. Wise: 

"In view of the imminent danger, we feel that adequate measures were not adopted by 

our poli.tical leadership as represented in the American Zionist 1'mergency Council. 

No attempt has been made to :reintroduce the Palestine resolution in Congress. There 

has been no forthright denunciation of the anti-Zionist trends :prevailing in the 

State De:pa:rtment. There has been no adequate attempt to force a showdown on our 

government's policy through the concentrated pressure of public opinion. There 
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has been excessive reliance upon the private a.'1d public assurances of individual 

statesmen and the continuing failure to pursue more vigorous and militant policies. 

"With all due respect to the present leadership of the Zionist EmerBency Council, 

we feel moat strongly that conditions demand a reorganization of the Council to in­

clude all active forces in a spirit of complete unity and harmony. Six crucial months 

have passed since the leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and his policies were 

chaJ.len<3ed. We have urged that steps be taken to re-establish Zionist unity and re­

call Dr. Silver to active leadership and our proposals were rejected ..• It is our pro­

found conviction that unless Zionist policies and Zionist effort take a new turn, we 

face a most serious defeat. This is perhaps the most critical period in Zionist 

history. It calls for renewal of faith, for dynamic and courageous leadership, and 

for a Great political offensive." 

Mizrachi is supported in its demands by the erj_can Zionist masses, who have 

adopted scores of resolutions demanding the re-establishment of unity in American 

Zionism throUGh the recall of Dr. Silver. 

The text of Y.ir. Gellman's letter follows: 

Mizracri OrGanization of America 

1133 Broadway 

Dr. Stephens. Wise, Chairman 
American Zionist Emer3ency Council 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Wise: 

New York, N. Y. 

June 6, 1945 

A deep sense of responsibility towards the Jewish people at this crucial mom~nt 
prompts us to make a frank statement of our views regarding the pol· ticol sit atio1J. 
and Qf the conclusions we have reached. 

The widespread interest which has been aroused among the Jewish public by 
the San Francisco Conference should not obscure the fact that these actions are of 
relatively minor importance ao fnr as the future of Palestine is concerned. Such 
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minor successes as we may achieve there should not blind us to the 3l'ave realities of 
the seneral political situation. 

In view of the imminent danger, we feel that adequate measures were not adopted 
by our political leadership as represented in the American Zionist Emergency Council. 
No attempt hE:1,s been made to reintroduce the Palestine resolution in Congress. There 
has been no forthright denunciation of the anti-Zionist trends prevailing in the 
State Department. There has been no adequate attempt to force a showdown on our 
3overrunent • a :Policy through the concentrated pressure of public opinion. There has 
been excessive reliance upon the private and :Public assurances of individual states­
men and the continuing failure to :Pursue more vigorous and militant policies. 

With all due resl)ect to the !)resent leadership of the Zionist Emergency Council, 
we feel most strongly that conditions demand a reorganization of the Council to in­
clude all active forces in a spirit of com11lete unity and harmony. Six crucial 
months have ~aesed since the leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and hie policies 
were challenged. We have urged that steps be taken to re-establish Zionist unity and 
recall Dr. Silver to active leadership and our proposals lTere rejected, We have now 
reached the point where we must declare that we can no longer bear responsibility for 
the work and policies of the Zionist Emergency Council as presently constituted. 

It is our profound conviction that unless Zionist policies and Zionist effort 
take a new turn, we face a moat serious defeat. Thia is perhaps the most critical 
period in Zionist history. It calls for renewal of faith, for dynamic and courageous 
leadership, and for a great political offensive. 

In accordance with the resolution adopted at our National Administrative Council 
held at the Hotel New Yorker on May 31 - June 3, we categorically demand the reorcani­
tion of the Zionist Emergency Council. 

We request that this be accomplished within the next two weelce, 

Sincerely yours, 

LEON GELIMAN 
President 

- 30 -

6/7/45 



r 

LAckawanna 4·7319 

Ameriuao Zionist Poliuy Uommittee 
55 WEST 42nd STREET • NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MANHATTAN AND BRONX REGIONS DEll.Al-ID RECALL OF DR. SILVER TO ACTIVE POLITICAL LEADERSHIP 

17,500 ZIONISTS FROM TROPOLITAN AREA ON RECORD FOR REORGANIZATION OF EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

New York -- The Annual Conferences of the Manhattan Zionist Region and the 

Bronx Zionist Region, both of which were held on June 10, 1945, adopted resolutions 

demanding the immediate recall of Dr . Abba Hillel Silver to the political leadershi 

of American Zionism. The Manhattan Region comprises over 10,000 members of the 

Zionist Organization of America and the Bro1LX Revion has a membership of 5,500. Two 

weeks earlier a similar resolution was adopted by the Westchester Zionist Region 

which has a embership of 2,000, making a total of 17,500 Zionists of the Metropolitan 

Area who have demanded the reorganization of the American Zionist Emergency Council. 

Prior to the consideration of the resolution, the Manhattan Conference hear 

addresses by Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of the Z.O.A., who reported on the 

San Francisco Conference, and by Emanuel Neumann, Zionist leader, who reviewed the 

current political situation . The resolution calline upon "the President, the 

National Officers , the Executive Committee e.nl dministrative Council of the Zionist 

Organization of America, and the American Zionist Emergency Council, to recall 

forthwith r. Abba Hillel ilver to the active leadership of political affairs in 

the American Zionist Emergency Council, and also call to the Emergency Council ex­

perienced rGpresentatives who can be depended upon to support the Zionist policy of 

which Dr. Silver is known to be the outstanding spokesman," was read by Max Levy, 

chairman of the Re ~olutions Committee, and was l:;reeted Ylith enthusiastic applause. 
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An amencment designed to \·co.ken the resolution was squarely rejected by a vote of 

176 to "O, and t' e measure was carried by a voice vote. Irving Galt, chairman of 

the Conference, presided. Leon Kohn and Eleazer Lipsky spoke for the resolution. 

'Ihe Bronx Conferance over~helmin~ly a~opted the resolution demanding the 

restoration of unity in Zionist ranl:s through the recall of Dr. Silver, alco by a 

voice vote . The resolution as read by Peter H. Brandt , che.i_ man of the Resolutio.1s 

Committee. Hon. M. Maldv1in Fertig, head of the Bron:: Region, preside:l. arcus 

Abramson spoke in favor of the resolution . 

Both Conferences callod u on the Arministration of the Z.O.A. to make every 

ffort to obtain the consent of the Office of Defen~e Transportation to the holdir.~ 

o.r a ational Convention. 

Follow~ng nre the resolutions adopte y t e Conference~: 

VJH.ER3AS , the M.AlfclATTAN ZIOirIST REGIO , compr sing over 10,000 Zionists , as­

se~bled in Ann~al Conference on the 10th cay of June l S, deeply concerned over t1e 

trai1ic Jevrish position and t e difficult struggle to attain o. Jewish Palestine , 

realiz s the :;rave responsibilities \7hich rest u Oi.1 American Zio 1ists to work har­

rr.oniously to win the support of the Unit d States Government and the American people 

for tho militant Zionist aims which all Zionists so assionatcly desire , and 

\1I ·REAS , we share the dismay of Zionists in other R2gio~s and Districts 

thr oughout the nation tLat c1isv.nity in Zionist lead r3 p has not yet been overco:-r:~, 

BE IT P.. 1SOL ED tl:at we call upon the President , the National Of icers , the 

Executi e Co~mi~tec anc Acministrative Council of the Zionist Organization of Amer c , 

and the Am rican Zionist mer...,en_y Council , to recall forth,ith Dr. bua Iillel Sil ~r 

to the active leader~hjp of political affairs in the American Zionist Em rgency . 

Council , and also call to the Emergency Council experienced representatives vho can 

e depended u-non to support the Zionist policy of w' ich r . Silver is kno·."m to be 

t e out~tr.n4ing spo csman, &nd 

IT IS FURTHER RE.SOLVED tLat this resolution be t r ansmitted to the 0.Lf ' cer, 
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the Executive and Administrative Committees of the Z.O.A., to the members of the 

American Zionist Emergency Council, and to Zionist Regions and Districts. 

The tragic plight of our people and the historic responsibilities now con­

fronting American Jewry require that every effort be exerted towards the achievement 

of Zionist aims in this final hour of decision. Above all it is imperative that 

American Zionists be united behind a program of vigorous and forthright political 

action under the direction of the most effective spokesmen available to the movement. 

The effectiveness of American Zionism is today impaired by disunity and the 

exclusion of some of our most capable men from the leadership of the movement. We 

are particularly concerned by the failure of the Z.O.A. administration to restore 

unity through the recall of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver to active political leadership. 

Therefore, the BRONX ZIONIST REGION, representing some 5,500 members of the 

Zionist Organization of America, in annual conference assembled, on this 10th day 

of June 1945, calls upon the Natioual Ad.ministration of the Zionist Organization of 

An:crica to restore unity to our ranks immediately by the recall of Dr. Silver to 

act ive olitical leadership in the American Zionist Emergency Council an to es­

tablish such cooperation with and give such support to Dr. Silver as \ill make it 

possible to carry o~t Zionist pol itical action with maximum effectivcnes~ . 

Copies of this Resolution shall be transmitted to the President, members of 

t he Executive Committee, and the Chairman of the A ministrative Council of t he 

Zionist Organization of America and to the members of the American Zionist Emergency 

Council. 

-30-
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