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EAST 105~ STREET AT ANSEL ROAD 
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ASSISTANT RABBI 
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ABBA HILLEL SILVER , D . D . 
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HARRY A . LEVY 
EXECUTIVE S E C RET ARY 
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:b1t. df-lJ/Ja d--/-iLLEL ~ilue't CJ e1.timoniaL 'Dinne't {!_orrunittee 

c£uite 704 - 55 <W. 42nd dt., dVE-w <Jjo>tk 18, dt/. <y. 

PROF. WILLIAM P. ALBRIGHT 
HON. M. MAWWIN FERTIG 
RABBI WOLF GOLD 
HON. NATHANIEL L. GOLDSTEIN 
JUDGE EMANUEL GREENBERG 
PROF. HORACE M. KALLEN 
PROF. MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 
EMANUEL NEUMANN 
DA YID PINSKI 
HO . CARL SHERMAN 

HARLES J. ROSENBLOOM 
JUSTICE MEIER STEINBRINK 
PIERRE vnn PAASSEN 

Co-chairmen 

ABRAHAM GOODMAN 
Secretary 

MARK SUGARMAN 
Treasurer 

(Comm1ttu in Jormation) 

'J eLE-p hon.I!. ..f.acka.wa.nna 4- 7 3 7 9 

Febr~ary 19, 1945 

On behalf of my associates and myself, I am writing to 
invite you to serve as one of the sponsors of the testimonial 
dinner which we are tendering to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, on 
March 21st, at the Hotel Commodore, New York. 

We are organizing this dinner as a tribute to one of 
the most illustrious figures in Jewish life and a distin­
guished American who has devoted his life to public service. 
His fruitful years in the ministry, his effective champion­
ship of public causes and his brilliant leadership in the 
Zionist movement have richly merited this tribute. We are 
confident that you will gladly associate yourself with it by 
lending your name as a sponsor. 

We would appreciate the receipt of the enclosed card 
bearing your signature. 

Very sincerely yours, 

-"~~~--
EN:jg 
Enc. 

Emanuel Neumann 

• •• 



!:b,r;. cf/-bba cJl.i/J.d <ddovc, 'J £.1.timonial !:binnE-'l. Com.mitt£.£. 

c:Suit£ 704 - 55 <14'. 42nd. di:., dv£w <yo'tk 18, dv. <y. 

PROF. WIWAM P. ALBRIGHT 
HON. M. MALDWIN FERTIG 
RABBI WOLF 001D 
HON. NATHANIEL L. GOLDSTEIN 
JUDGE EMANUEL GREENBERG 
PROF. HORACE M. KALLEN 
PROF. MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 
EMANUEL NEUMANN 
DAVID PINSKI 
HON. CARL SHERMAN 
OiARLES J. ROSENBLOOM 
JUSTICE MEIER STEINBRINK 
PIERRE van PAASSEN 

Co-chairmen 

ABRAHAM GOODMAN 
Secretar:, 

MARK SUGARMAN 
Trea.surer 

(Committee in formation) 
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'J d.£f1hon£ 1.aakawanna 4-7 319 

February 23, 1945 

Several days ago we sent you a formal invitation to the 
testimonial dinner in honor of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, which 
will be held on Wednesday evening, March 21st, in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Hotel Commodore. We hope that you are planning 
to participate in this testimonial to one of Jewry's great 
leaders. 

The makeup of the sponsoring committee, which is still 
in the process of formation, already indicates that it will 
be representative of the civic, religious and cultural life of 
America. Leaders in all walks of life, both Jewish and non­
Jewish, are jo1ning to pay tribute to Dr. Silver's great 
achievements over many years of devoted and unsurpassed ser­
vice to his people and to American life generally. This testi­
monial will reflect the admiration, respect and affection in 
which Dr. Silver is held, net only by our country's outstanding 
personalities, but also by the great masses of American Jews 
whom he has led so brilliantly. 

A fine pt>ogram is being arranged for the evening of 
March 21st, the participants including leaders in various fields 
which touch upon Dr. Silver's manifold activities. We can 
promise you a very stimulating evening. 

Seating will be arranged in the order in which reservations 
are made, and inasmuch as a large audience is expected, we sug­
gest that you send in your reservation at the earliest possible 
date. Tickets are ten dollars each; checks should be made payable 
to Mr. Mark Sugarman, Treasurer, and mailed to the above address. 

We look forward to the receipt of your reservations. 

EN/MNY 

Sincerely yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 
Co-Chairman 

PLEASE NOTE: T}:ERE WILL BE NO SOLICITATION OF FUNDS AT THE DINNER 
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~u.ite 704 - 55 <1V. 42nd ~t., c!Vew 1}01tk 18, c/V. 1). 

PROF. WILLIAM F. ALBRIGHT 
HON. M. MALDWIN FERTIG 
RABBI WOLF GOLD 
HO . A THANIEL L. GOLDSTEI 
JUDGE EMAN EL GREENBERG 
PROF. HORACE M. KALLEN 
PROF. MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 
EMANUEL NEUMANN 
DAVID PINSKI 
HO . CARL SHERMAN 
CHARLE J. ROSENBLOOM 
J STI E MEIER STEINBRINK 
PIERRE van PAASSEN 

o-cha,rmen 

ABRAHAM GOODMAN 
Secretary 

1ARK SUGARMAN 
Treasurer 

(Commrtce,, in formation) 

• 

'J elephone ..L.ackat1..Tanna 4- '/ 319 

February 27, 1945 

You will be pleased to learn that Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
plans to be in New York next Monday and will e glad to meet 
and take counsel with a limited number of our friends and co­
workers from all sections of the metropolitan area. 

Such a meeting is therefore being arranged for onday 
evening, March 5th, at 8:15 at the Hotel Commodore, in the 
West Ballroom. Participation in the meeting will be limited 
to persons who are invited. 

Will you please consider this a personal invitation which 
is not transferrable and present this letter on your arrival. 

I hope you can be with us and join in our deliberations. 
~e are counting upon your attendance. If you cannot be with 
us, please telephone Lackawanna 4-7521. 

Looking forward to the pleasure of meeting you next Monday, 
I remain, 

EN/M Emanuel Neumann 

• ,aes 
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PROP. WILLIAM F. ALBRIGHT 
HON. M. MALDWIN FERTIO 
RABBI WOLF GOLD 
HON. NA THANIEL L. GOLDSTEIN 
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PROF. HORACE M. KALLEN 
PROF. MORDECAI M. KAPLAN 
EMANUEL NEUMANN 
DAVID PINSKI 
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PIERRE van P AASSEN 

Co-chairmen 

ABRAHAM GOODMAN 
Secretary 

MARK SUGARMAN 
Treasuru 

(Committee in formation) 

'J £LE-phone 1.ack.awanna 4-7 319 

March a, 1945 

Several days ago we sent you a formal invitation to the 
testimonial dinner in honor of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, which 
will be held on Wednesday evening, March 21st, in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Hotel Commodore. We hope that you are planning 
to participate in this testimonial to one of Jewry's great 
leaders. 

The makeup of the sponsoring committee, which is still 
in the process of formation, already indicates that it will 
be representative of the civic, religious and cultural life of 
America. Leaders in all walks of life, both Jewish and non­
Jewish, are joining to pay tribute to Dr. Silver's great 
achievements over many years of devoted and unsurpassed ser­
vice to his people and to American life generally. This tes ti­
monial will reflect the admiration, respect and affection in 
which Dr. Silver is held, not only by our country's outstanding 
personalities, but also by the great masses of American Jews 
whom he has led so brilliantly. 

A fine program is being arranged for the evening of 
March 21st, the participants including leaders in various fields 
which touch upon Dr. Silver's manifold activities. We can 
promise you a very stimulating evening. 

Seating will be arranged in the order in which reservations 
are made, and inasmuch as a large audience is expected, we sug­
gest that you send in your reservation at the earliest possible 
date. Tickets are ten dollars each; checks should be made payable 
to Mr. Mark Sugarman, Treasurer, and mailed to the above address. 

We look forward to the receipt of your reservations. 

Sincerely yours, 

F.manuel Neumann 
Co-Chairman 

PLEASE NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO SOLICITATION OF FUNDS AT THE DINNER 
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d i::Ce to see a co r o Rabbi teinber6 ' s s rr10n 

ay? Did anJ reports of it &'~ear · n .e Jress? 
istri~uting tat article t t An~lo ewish Jress ? 

n connect ion ·d h our r1c:1.rc}1 21 eting , 
a f ew editoria sin t e New York Engli3 ~ress 
~Dtion , et • •,1ou d be : J.., )ropri<.ite if the.,: can 

1•i "h al goor1 ··. is es , I rem in 

AIS : X 

be ieve that 
-- Post , Pi, Th 
e ha . 



• nbb illel ~ilver 
The Templ 

net 105th st . . & n el Rood 
01 velnnd, ..ihio 

D sr • ver: 

o1 .1 o 1 g i f' re ort on r:q ootiv1t.1ee 1th the pre s 1n conn ct1on 
witl the T :itimoni l Dinnori 

Two p ,nta hn e lrendy een c rri d y th - Yiddi h 
and nglo T is . 'i' r " :- . ,.noth ,r rel~erf', hi ~hlig !tin th-, c ~r. rlete 11 t 
of' honor r , t pvrrn urc, • c. cs out t-.,mor c . ,». • ...U. \ \v, \ \ .,,__1., \...,~ "-\ \¼ ~ \ 'tl «, . 

wt ri 1 or fe,t r atoriee ~nd edit rl 1 ~ been Ant to ~ll the 
nglo-J 1 l~ ire eer ie , and I bny been ured by bo h l r. ell r 

( I .J. . S) end T. Ziprit ( ven ,, rt •e ) th t their next ulletine 
will r ditori'"' l inc rpcr,.,tin t in on upplled by • The 
ditori l , hich ill ce nt t n 'ljor pro ion of the i\ 1 lo- ewi h pr s , 

wi l ea l not 0nlv 1'ith your 7.1 1et Jotiv1t , iUt 1th your v riou acti• 
vitie a -ion of 1 or nd octal pr gr o n ell. 

, trnn 1 . t ion of th . • teriPl ■"::"~'JP bov 111 be n n , to 
iddi h p s tomvrrow. 11 ddit io. , n \lrg1ng our frien on t 

Yiddi h n w p p r to rit .. , ci -:-i . .rt1ole rlurin~ h co i , "~ • 

I mv ok n to fr1on o 
you and bel eve th~t, b~rrin 
togethex- w t h :,'our pictur j 

her, ill .... B .ceptio 
n h v r ,, o t hope t 

fa•ornb l . Htt ntion 1n th 
p~per. Jf .our~, th r 
dye. 

.1 . bout a II t 
unforenoe d~velop 

11 nppa .r erly n 

1 co 1 umn l vot d. to 
nte, uch 6 column, 
" . 

r pr ntE• t ion t th D1n.1er 
ill ttr~c 1 r a end 

11 n 1 ne -
l d wit n t few 

r c 1 d ,, copy o !lton toin r 'e a on trout 
Unf'ortun t.ely, o e• r, e h"Ye not b ., ... lo to put 
Our e 11 nrl con i er . bl · overwork~d o f1 e t f h b n orking fev r-
1ahly r; ttere oonn oted 1th tho inn r. he pbl t 8 nt 
to the print r to orrow, an co y or th typewritt dr o t rd 
to you th • • 



' 

ge 2 • Abb llel f'1lver rch 1 , 194!5 

t o th In et endent Jewish nin :iowent 1 1 a euperb a rt i e w e ~en 
Preee ~e"ice tod y. Teller h~e promi d o 
t aneouely it it ope rnnce in hie bulletin , 
Anglo-J wi h opera nn c 11 their ntten 1 n t ot 

r 1 up ni ely , nd e1 1-
il l wire t e po nt 

_oc. ollo n 1 • 

ublic io. in t h \nglo-Jew1e Pr e, it wi 1 re pp :- i n r rm 

p 1 ti ~ued u. T printer 1 begin to e tv ..... 
t t o orro . 

'ilton stein erg's sermon w not eov red by 

. ,.. 
• 

1 

e, nn t 1 me th t stein nrg hn 
1ie1~,, ror bi . o av r, in 

l ot, I x t 1 
n er ... n. 
t h l n 1 • - J t r 

r , I • 

r l e ly y , r , 

rol • ' eon 

• 

r t 

pu -
n ,, covering 
t h e on 
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TIERMAN IIOFl•'l\fAN 
RABBI MAX KIRSIIDLUM 
DEA WINIFHED G. LEUTNER 
RAJIRT JO EPll II. LOOKSTEIN 
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DR. FERDINAND SONNEBOR ' 
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RABBI MILTON STEINm;no 
ELIHU D. STONE 
no~. ROBERT A. TAFT 
MOitill WEINBERG 
RON. SUMNER WELLE, 
RABBI SA 1UEL WOHL 
SAW EL WOLCilOK 
PROI<' . R . A. WOLFSON 
:MA ' Z.\RITSKY 

OFFICERS 
Co-Chairmen 

J>HOl•'. \\ JLl,lAM F. ALDRlOHT 
HO '. M. MALDWIN F'JsTITIO 
RABIH WOU' GOLD 
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E:\IANl EL NEtTl\lANN 
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Vice-Cha irmen 
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Bronx: 
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.'OL LOW 
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Brooklyn: 
LOUIS .T. GRIBETZ 
PIULLIP LASSAR 
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Secretary 
AUR.\UA:\I ,OODMAN 

Treos•r•r 
M RK SUGARMAN 

248 

~ 1i. clf-/;/;a d·!iLLeL c£iLve7., fJ e1.tin2oniaL ~inn£7., C.01n1nittee 

c$uite 704 - 55 <vV. 42nd c$t., d\lec1J <J}o>tk 18, d\l. <y. 
'J eLef1hone .f!.ack,w·anna 4- 7 3 JQ 

March 15, 1945 

We are pleased to invite you to attend 
a reception to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver which 
will be given at the Hotel Commodore, i!l the 
West Ballroom at 6 P.M. on Wednesday Evening, 
March 21st. The Dinner in honor of Dr. Silver 
will take place immediately following the 
reception. 

AG:ny 

incerely, 
(, 
~-d~ 

Abe Goodman 
Secretary 
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O edneada . eTenin , arch 211t, th Jws ot Yor , to ether 

1th leader tr ll l ot lite, wlll honor th oat tt ctl o ea-

niin tor the Jewl1h people 1n America, our beloved Dr. Abb Hillel Silver. 

No one baa me l'Uoh tribute better tliln Dr. Silver, 011 bril l i n 

. ind, o rtnl personal.it a m1o l dereh p hav e an 1n el1ble 

1 . r asion o Jmerioan Jew:tah lite nd Amerio lit ge er&lly. 

!broughout hla ev nt l reer Dr. Sil var h a obampion 8i th r1 hta 

ot or nize 

t1on: be l:aa been 

modern ed.uo t ion. 

time whm • tt,h ettorta reaul ted in bl t ter oppoa1-

p1on eer in th field of Unsn loyment In•u nee and 

is ahievement1 in the !abb1Mte v be nun reoe nt 

nd fro hie pul 1 t in Olev land'• Temple oa:ne aome ot th most 

at1rr1 ords ot our ti • 

!ut it la a 1on11t leader tlilt 1lver a e hi test 

:.> 

ost 1 stln contrlbutlona. l result o his heroic e orts, m1111ona 

of e t hu 1 at1o friends e en or the Z1on1 st use. F! place 1on1 

on th end o Amer oan blic opinion, her 1t lo • 

In this t lo hour, en our peopl 'a ne a re o t nd th 

1 ort noe o Tl rous lo derah 1p 1 so ov h l 1ng, th J a ot A er 

will continue to loo to Dr. bba lllel Silver. 



1.,, , ... 

0 

John . cCormack 
12th C st. a~sach~setts 

~ugene . Kinnally 
Sec r ·t ry 

P O tcICE OF • • .., JO :,I Y Lu r ~R 

I 

I 

r. Rlihu D. Stone 
44 bchool ~treet 
Boston 9, assach ~ett 

Der Elihu: 

A;HINGTO~, . C • 

. arc 2(·, 1945 

Please conv J on my beh.::.lf the follo. inL I ssa~.e to "1e ~ath r ng 
at th tt:?sti 1 onial inner 1n honor of abbi ilver: 

"I deeply regret that officia_ b ·i • ess in • :a nin "t , c..ke s it 

impossibi for e to attn personally the Testimonial Dinner to r. 
Abba dillel Silver on 1arch 21, l 45 in ork. 

Inde➔d, I ill be at the Dinner in spi t. 

I deem it a r1v1le e to have been included ong ~1e sponsors of 
this d served tribut~ to a •1 reat Je~ ·i r r cli iou rd c·vic leti.d r :1 • • 0 

has con seer ted hin life t tho se vice of i people an h • • Go and 
who i al .... o a Great l :aerlca.n . 

I recal 1 1th satis!' ction the .. ·any o c sions d.u r 1 :1.:..c 
pl sur~ of muetin tr. 61lve~ )ersonallt relatlv~ to t1 prob 
ho elessness of the J ·~ i sh people and t e rebuilc 1 b of P 1 
free and de ocratic J isn Com..J n altn. 

I r~ad the 
f h _ 

a 

I persuade that n>; n~ b~tt ·orld is comin o to e·ng--
a orlo of • 11ich our great ?resident, Frankliu 1. Roosevelt , is an ·ill 
be ons of the arc f"• itects, ana in whtch o-ur A- er· can rl.nciples of cJem­
ocr cy, equality and liberty for all people regardlc ~ of r c~ or cre:d, 
will find pract:cal ap~licat· , n. 

It is y hope an prayer that t lon last t}1 r-e rill oe en enc to 
the sufferings of human-i ty, th rava. ~ s of I ·arr re an t e r, coniGS of 
Isra .. 1. Palestine--t e J e,!is.:1 ational Hom -- ill indeed eco the 
n tional home of the Je ish p ople, to • ·ch the Je.ish peopl m-y go 
freely as a natter of rig:1t. I have vision o~ P lest1ne bP,in consti-
tuted b1 t e nations of tle ·orld as th . .,.,,iliilfM,on e 1th. 

~ en these happy events s all come to pass, tl uest of honor , r. 
Abba 111 l ~11ver, as t e eloquent wolce of Zion nc the le·der of 111s 

people, shall h·ve a gre ~·are in them-

It is in thi spirit of .1ope nd f 1th t1&t I salute a ·st n u·sh-d 
er·can and an illustriou son of ~srael, Dr. bb Hillel ~11ver, and 



. -

Dear Emanuel : 

2 

,.:ince ely yo rs, 

. (Signe ) Joh~ .: • McCotm ck 

• J O. I'rY L 1-11 ER 

March 17, 1945 

The above s & rUessage from Congr13ss .uan lUCCorrnac~ wll • ch he 
sent to me , as hi ~ tribute to r . Silver. 

I expect to attend both the £11::~e tlng on t}1 c 2c1t :.1 c.il d tne uinner 
on the 21st. I will bring the orignal with me . 



DR. B • HILLEL SIL V R 

GRA TD BALL O , HOTEL COMMODORE 

E YORK CIT 

MARCH 21, 1945 



Program 

National Anthem 

Hatikvah 

• 

CA TOR AARO CAPLO~ 

Invocation 
RABBI LEO I. F u R 

, Chair111a11 

Ho. T ALB \'v'. BARK ·Y 

DR. R I, THOLD J · B HR 

RABBI WOLF OLD 

Ho . RoB •RT A. TAFT 

DAVID P1 KI 

Ho . FRA K J. LAV H 

DR. ABnA HILL L IL v R 

IR VI 'G ABRAM 0 

SHOLEM AS H 

HO . Al BE \VI. BARKLEY 

HO . RA! PII 0. BRfW TER 

HO . HAR l D JI. BURTO 1 

GEDALIAH BUB! I K 

FRED 1. BUTZrr 

HO . r 1A1 ' I Fl CEI f In 

PR F. ABR : IA\f ( l'O 'nA l 1 

Ol01'10 ' DJ. <,Of 

RABBI ABR I fA\1 f. Fl l I 1A 
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f ACOB FI Hi\JA 

Gl-ORGr J. FOX 

RABBI l FO FRA 1 

OR. sot O .10 R. F-R T fl IOF 

PROF. ARl J. rR Tl DR l H 
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R BBi R nrRT ,OR OT 

Wfl U f ,R rr ' 

JOFL RO<; 

RABBI HARRY HAI Pl R 

PROF. RAT Prr s. HAR! OW 

HfR\1 J llOFFl\1/\N 

!'.\RBI'!" 't'IR'ill'Bl 

• 

DEA1 ~ I IFRED G. LEU ER 

RABBI JO FPJI JJ. LOOK TEI 

OR. WAL TT R . I OWDERMII K 

HO . PAUL V. 1c UTT 

DR. DA IEL L. MAR H 

ABRAHAM 1AZl R 

DAVID LOU! IE Kl IR 

BR H 1.m,rR 

RABBI JR 11\i \ULI.ER 

IH HOP FR CI J. CO fl I. 

110 . JOI-I W. Mc ORMACK 

HO . VI 

l\lDORf GIFR 

RPHY 

Bl HOP G. BRO\H fY OX A 1 

JUDGF BPR ' ARO RO<;F ' BI ATT 

JO FPH Oil O BFRG 

DR. FrRDI FBOR 

r>FA W . (' PI RR 't 

RABBI 111 ro Tl!. ' 81 R , 

I 1 l' ru r> TO, I 

II) . ROBrRT'\.T \FT 
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PROF Ir. A X'O! F<;O 
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• 

Co-Chairmen 
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Vice-Chairmen 
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Srcretary: 
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Long I land: 

OL OHE 

OL LOW 

AM Fl PIRRY 

Brooklyn: 

• 

LOUI J. GRIBFTZ 
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!OCH O J. RUDAVSKY 

TreasureT: 

fARK UGARMAN 
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HlT..lP IVF. 

UEL ,JTlOF..1. (•'R X 4 D 

., ,,on 1. KAH , 

ffRT, KA fJ TETZK 
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ABBA HILLEL SILVh,R TESTli ONIAL DI NN1~R COI.!MITTEE 
UITE 704 

55 WEST 42nd STREET 
• 

NEW YORK CITY 
t1iii> ~L. IA 4.Jl:319 

FOR DIATE REIEASE 

MESSAGES 

,,,--.... 
Following .. e sane of t he messag s- sent to the Te timonia l Dinn r 

in honor of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, at the Hotel Commodore , New York City, 

March 21st, 1945: 

I 

"I am very glad to oin Dr. Abba Hill el Sivert many friends in the tribute 

which ?Till be paid to him at the Testimonial Di nn r on I'-Aarch 21st. For many years 

Dr. Silver has devoted h imself wholeheartedly to the wel fare of his people. His 

fearless and eloquent ch8.D1Jionship of the establishment of a Jewish Hom land in 

F lestine and his untiring labors in behalf of the ideals to which he ha$ dedi-

c ted himself have won for him the esteem and respect of all ho have concerned 

themselves with the problems of the Jewish people." 

Senator Robert F. Wegner (u.,N.Y.) 

"For over three decades Dr. Silver has been one of the most dynami forces 

in the American Rabbinate, one of the most out pok n, liberal fighters w thin 

American clergy. H has been an impassioned advocate of social justictbrother­

hood nd equality in the spirit of th finest .American traditions. 



- • 

"A a Jew and an AmericAn he hes taun h y fought for th re.habi t tion 

of the homel as Jewish p onle and his influence has be n f t round the world n 

the e.use of F estine. 

"A constant nd brilli nt student of libl c 1 t eohings, Dr. Silver u -

standing in th plendid al xy of Amerio R bb • His utter nc , verb l n 

1 ve aw i f ~t d his h t d hi ov of 

His w o 11t h s be di 1 gui hed by mor l f rv wh h h 

ur to pe o t, wb ther in th majori y or 1 the minority." 

G, ~"t o\" Thomas E. D wey t«• r•:) t 

"It i 'tff!J hop and pr yer the. t lo g 1 st here will b an 

f ngs f humanity, the V of r a d t onies of I r 

h Je h TatiO Hoe-- i deed b come l hom of 

peo e, to which the Je i h pe pl my go fre ly m9. t r of ri 
. 

vision of P 1 stine b ing const tuted by the Mtio of th orld 

Jewish ommonwea 1th. 

llowman. 

iv n h h 

nd o th u -

1. p 1 ti 

the J wish 

t. I h ve 

th third 

"When thes happy v nts shall co top s, the uest of honor, Dr. Abb 
-t:'tJ. 

H llel Siver, as th elo uent voice of Zio an~r of his people, sh 11 h v 

a gr at shar 1 them. 

--

"It is in this spir t of hope and f 1th that I selute a distinguished Ameri n 

d n Jlu trious son of Isr 1, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, nd wish him many ye r 

of happiness and fruitful rv ce." 

Representa ive John i. Corma k(D., 
Houee l4ajority Leder. 

- - - - - - - - - - -
~ "Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, as he is bes known to us in Clevel • d, is i ou 

minds on of the ea proph nd lead r of ou time. H h s won pl ce i h 



. . - , 

hearts of th people of his gen ra ion, and his influ nc w 11 lon b fel nd 

apprec ia ted. 

"R ~bi Silv r ha.a iven his life to the service of God nd man in 

no only has been of tremendous direct v lue but of infinit v lu s 

ay 

to othe a. It 1 a privilege to join in honoring him~ nd if by doing o e n 

help to impress his pr on 1 ty upon othe we shall ourselves hav don con­

structive service." 

S nator Harold H. Burto (R., Ohio) 

- - - - - - - - - - ~ - -

"Out of a long association in variety of ood works I am h ppy to add 

InY' testimoni 1 to the public service of Dr. 1 ver whose n e should be writte 

inlet rs of gold on the pageant of .Americ •" 
• 

Sen tor B w ter ( • , .. ine. ) 

- - - - - - - - - - - ~ -

ich 

"Dr. Abba Hill 1 Silver can hardly be p8aised enough for his magnificen 

contributions to Je sh life. H1s schol rly ttainm nt, so clearly manifested in his 

fine book on Messianic currents in Jewish history and in other writing, stamp him 

as a scholar hoc n recreate the p st nto a p ttern for modern inspiration. His 

outstanding leadership in bis own pulpit and nationally has been an inspir tion to 

younger colleagues and a source of s_trength tor progressive Judaism in .Americ • As 

for his contributions to the future of word Jewry, the record of day-by-day history 

tells the story. e do not often find a le der in whom profound culture, a deep 

religious mood, and great public responsiblity and courage ere so magnificently 

combined." 

Rabbi Solomon B. Freehot, 
President, Central Confer nee of American R bbis. 

- - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - -



"In Febrtl8.ry 1944, I heerd R bbi Sil er speak._ before th CODITlitt e or 

Forei n Affa rs on Capitol Hill. It w s a great vent to to hear and to se 

such~ rar combin tion of wisdom, love, and oratoric talent. If I h d to cho s 

led r for the Jewe in America, I wou d choose bba Hillel Silver." 

Emil LUdwig 

- .. - - - - .. 

"Dr. ilver's dis in ished le dership has been n inspir tion to the 

religious forces ot the nation. HP h s revealed both courage and understanding, 

and has never forgotten the equally important f ctor of symp thy. In these hours 

in hich e se, to build a ne world, the morel principles he as enun~i ted re 

thee sentiel foundation upon which such a structure may be re red. Chris ian 

verywhere, I am sure t will join me in this brief ord ot tribute nd gr ti tud •" 

Pr sident, 

• B omley O am 
Ch ches of Chri 

-------------

''Al though th1s tribut is 
gesture embodyin sincere resp ct nd triend-

ship, I doubt whether even it an be more th n feeble symbol of the good steem n 

which Dr. ilv r is held by 11 men of good will. Heh s been distin uished 

spo. sma.n for a great sp ritual tr dition and also a 
tizen concerned with the 

realities of our sorely troubled time. Person lly, I h ve long since admir db 

ntegrity and his bility, and sol hoe you will permit me to dd thee fe ords 

to the oth r mess -·es which will mark the occ sion." 

George N. Shuter, Presid nt, Hunter Colleg. 



"Dr. Silver is not only distinguished and useful led r of he J wi h 

peo le in Americ and througout th world, he is al o on of this generat on' 

gf'eatest rican citizana of ny faith or of ny r cial inherit e. I dmir 

him greatly and prize bis friend hip." 

• Dan;el L. ,farsh, Pre ident, Bo ton Univers tyA ON.I. l-Jt<..ut,-.,e,... 
C..\,,..c,.. . ..,.,,._ ... "" ~ ~ \ ~ \ ~ • 
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We are gathered tonight to giTe expression to our eeteem end 

our affection for one of the great personalitiee of our generation, a man 

whom Israel delights to honor. Yet this ie no ordine.ry occa ion. It ii 

not another or the numerous testimonial dinners which pmctuate our calen­

dar with increasing frequency and growing profusion. The times are too 

eeriousJ the plight of our people too tragic for us to indulge in mere 

teatirlty, in the exchange of conTentional felicitations and an outpouring 

of encomiume, however richly deserved~ 

Thie dinner derives its epecial eignifice.nce from the Tery 

circumstances in which it is held. It ie not juet a celebration. Alai, 

we J ewa have ao 11 ttle to celebrate these days. Rather it is meeting 

between a leader and those who look to him for guidance - in an hour big 

with destiny. 

But yesterday- his .firm bend ws at the helm. His stalwert 

figure towered in the forefront of the battle, leeding the forces of 

.American Zionism in a powe~tul. political offensive. Ile led and we fol­

lowed, taking fire f'rom his eye, and courage from his heart. We knew 
IL 

the road was hard and tortuous, be_ "t with pi t.f'alls, brietling with dif-

ticul ties. But we experienced the satisfaction of soldiers who are on 

the march, confident of ulti.me.te victory. 

Then eomething happened~ The great offensive was inter­

rupted nd our standardbearer resigned his command. Three months have 

passed - monthe of heart searching, of internal discussion and the test­

ing of conflicting Tiewpoints in the forum of public opinion. 

Thie is not 1be time or the place to enter into the details 

of that discussion , which ie still in progreas. But neither can we ignore 

the momentous issues which tac• us at this criticel moment, our people 

ere deeply troubled and perplexed. It ie hard to penetrate the thiok Teil 



which still envelopes Palestine end its political future. At a moment like 

this, there is need for critic 1 appraisal end nalysis, for clarifying our 

thought and cryste.lli&ing our opinions. It is a moment when Americ n Zionists 

end American Israel are desperately anxious to hear from one hom they not only 

simire but whom they have come to reYere and to trust,. one whose singleness ot 
" .'i-purpo ee, clarity of thou ht and cap city tor action have given them so much 

faith and confidence in the past. 

His address tonight will be his first public utterance in our 

gre t metropolis since he retired from ctive political le dership just three 

month go. It has been e gerly aweited and ill be listened to throughout 

the country end throughout the Je ish world. 

It is s high honor to preside over these proceeding. To what do 

I owe this privilege? Perhap~ to the fact th t rq per onal associ tion with 

our guest of honor extend over four decades. Dr. 5ilver's ~ioni t c reer 

began forty ye rs ago in the city ot lew ork when as a child he wa1 President 

of the first Hebrew peaking ociety c£ ~ioni t youth on ~ericen soil - the 

Dr. Herzl Zion Club. He presided over our greTe deliber tions conducted in 

Hebrew, and already then gave promise of those remarkable talents and qWtli­

tiee hich flowered e rly in hie youth. I recall him s young man at th 

International ~ioniet ~onference in London in 1920. 1her, at historic 

meeting in the hoyal Albert Hall, ~r. ~ilver, es spokesman tor A erican 

Zionism, shared the pl tform with Arthur J mes Bal.tour, Lord Robert Cecil, ~ 
leismann and ~okolow. I recall his appe rance~throughout the length and 

breadth of this country, carrying them aaage of classic ~ionia, pure and 

unadulterated, to his fellow Jews. Ir call his Tiaist to Pele tine, hie 

journeys into the remoter parte of the country, end the Ti.sit e pa.Jd to-

gether to the land acrose the Jordan. I rec 11 hie later Yi.sit to Palestine 

durin& the Arab disturbances and his sturdy reaction to Arab terror. I ••• 

him mo1mt the rostrum ot the Zionist Congree1, uttering his tlaming protest 

gain1t the propoaed partitioning of P lestine. I recall him s the inde-



~~ fatigeble President of the United Palestine Appeal and the most distinguished 

t. ·-,..reonality in the le derahip of the United Jewish Appeal. Arid I recall also 

the history or his ssoci tion with the ~rican uionist ,Emergency Council. 

Time does not permit an adequate r view or pprai 1 of Dr. Sil'ver1s 

ervices s the leader of our politics! effort or of the circumstance under 

which h assumed that le dership. But I will sw.u&LI.J,Qrize i t in ord. eTer 

has such a startling transform tion been brought. about through the eheer 

weight nd strength of per n&lity a the transform tion which took lace 

when Dr. 'ilT ·r assumed the reins of office and stepped into the political 

aren. uroping and vacillation nd self-imposed inhibition g ve y to the 

sure touch, th trong hand e.r..3- the firm step. A small and pitifully inade­

quate organization w s converte overnight into a powerful instrument of 

poll tic 1 action. A listless following was tr n~rmed into n army on the 

march, confident nd e ger for b ttle. hanks largely to hi, cause which 

seemed to concern but a section of our peo le embreced by the overwhelm-

ing m jority of American Jewry t these sion of th Aoeric n Jewieh Con-

ference and was then projected powerfully and dr metic lly 

,reat intern tionsl issue confronting the •meric n p ople . 

one of the 

hole. 

It has become trite s.nd commonplace to refer to V. ilver's 

extraordinary and irreAistible eloquence. His trongest opponent pr r ce 

their bittere~t attack u: on him by yin a tribute to his loquence, c-

kno ledging him to be our foremost orator. I do not object, of course, to 

this ch racteris tion, but ~ do object to the false emphasis hich results 

in di tortion of the portrait. It is not his chol rshi or his piety 

or hi eloquence which h s de Vr. ~ilver th 1 bder th the i. Other 

gifts and qualiti are required for leadership, ualitiee which h has in 

such abundsncea First and foremo t - ooure e - mor 1 cour ge nd intell ctual 

courage, the courage which knows no feer but rows tronger with dversityJ 

trength of will nd tenacity of purpoae; eingl ne s of mind nd ma iti­

cent concentr tion upon the gre t task in h nd; reaourcefuln es; clarity ot 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST POLICY COMMITT~E 
55 West 42nd street, New York 18, N.Y. 

LA~kawanna 4-7319 

Mar<.:h 23 l 1945 

FROM: Harry L. Shaptro 

On Wednesday of this week, New York Zionists tendered 
a Testimonial Dinner to Dr• Abba Hillel Silver.. An enthu­
siastic capacity-crowd of 1600 attended the event held at 
the Commodore Hotel in New York City. 

A number of splendid addresses were made in tribute to 
Dr. Silver by 3enator Alben V[. Barkley, Majority Leader of 
the Senate; Senator Robert A• Taft of Ohio; Dr . Reinhold 
Niebuhr, of Union Theologi~al seminary; David Pinski, promi­
nent Labor Zionist l eader; Rabbi Wolf Gold, one of the 1'i1orld 
Mizrachi leaders; and Dr. Emanuel Neumann, prominent Ameri~an 
Zionist authority and _ leader .. 

Dr. Silver delivered, in the opinion of many members of 
his audien~a, an histori~ addres~. It is one of the most 
signifi~ant Zionist political analyses made in re~ent years, 
It deals witn current happenings and recommends a program 
for the immediate future. I am sending you an advan~e ~opy 
of this talk so that you may use it as a basis for discus~ 
sion with your Zionist asso~iates. The speech will be re­
produ~ed in printed form shortly, and it will be made avail­
able to the members of your community. If you wish ~opies 
of the printed speech, please inform me of the number you 
desire and as soon as it is off the press, these will be 
sent to you. 

I would appreeiate any comment you might care to make 
on Dr• Silver's statement. 



Address Delivered by Dr• Abba Hillel Silver at the Testimonial 
Dinner in his honor, Wednesday, March 21st~ 1945, in the Grand 

Ballroom of the Hotel commodore, New York City 

This great outpouring of men and women is not a personal tribute to 
me. I interpret it rather as a stong and eager reaffirmation of faith 
in the basic ideals of our Movement and in men who remain loyal to 
them and in methods which you believe are likely to lead to success. 
You are resolved that the choicest vine which our people planted shall 
not bring forth wild grapes and that the little foxes shall not be 
allowed to spoil the vineyard. 

What our people have sought to establish through the long and weary 
years of our dispersion is a Jewish state. It is a Jewish State that 
Zionism was created to a~hieve. It is that which Herzl and Nordau and 
Pinsker and Hess and the myriads of Jews of our generation and of the 
unnumbered generations before them worked and prayed for. This is the 
realistic solution of the diaspora problem. Comfortable Jews in com­
fortable lands may prefer the other solutions and the soothing re­
frains of pleasant lullabies. sooner or later they are awakened, like 
the Jews of Germany in our day and like so many Jewish communities 
before them, to the shock and horror of an unanti~ipated and unpre­
pared for reality. All Jews share a common destiny. How brief the 
intervals of our tranquility, how frequent and prolonged the years of 
our disquietude1 There is a definite pat cern to our experienue in 
every land. There is no solution to the Jewish problem custom­
tailored to ea~h individual ~ountry, each community or each class of 
Jews. More than sixty years ago, Leo Pinsker, shaken out of his 
assimilationist dream by the Russian pogroms of his day declared; 
"Our future will remain inse~ure and precarious so long as a radical 
change in our position is not made. This change cannot be brought 
about by the civil eman~ipation of the Jews in this or that state, 
but only by the auto-eman~ipation of the Jewish people as a nation, 
the foundation of a colonial ~ommunity belonging to the Jews, which 
is some day to become our inalienable home, our fatherland"• All 
that has happened to the Jewish people in the last 60 years, and 
more, especially all that has happened in the last 10 years, only 
serve to underscore the inevitability of Pinsker•s conclusions. 

It is of a Jewish state that we must speak today, with clear and un­
mistakable speech, even trumpet-tongued, lest in this strident, 
clamorous day our voice and the precise intent of our urgent cause be 
drowned out. 

It is not helpful at this moment to dilate on how long it will take to 
set up such a Jewish state in actual running order. We need the 
political decision now\l It is quite self-evident and elementary that 
a transitional perioow111 be required and a Jewish majority before 
the full apparatus of a free and democratic Jewish State can be 
brought into operation. But all such reasonable exposition of self­
evident truths at this time only serves the purpose of our adversaries 
who seize upon it as proof that Zionist leaders themselves favor delay 
and do not really expect a Jewish Commonwealth and may be satisfied 
with much less. These leaders are roundly praised for their states• 
manlike forbearance, patience and ta~t, and from underneath this ele­
gant cloak of praise often dart the deadly rapier thrusts at the hear-t 
of our movement- That is how we have been imposed upon time and 
again,,, 

If we succeed in obtaining a declaration now from the proper authori­
ties that it is proposed to set up Palestine as a Jewish state, then, 
whether it takes three or five years to complete its implementation 1s 
of secondary importance. If we do not obtain su~h a positive declara­
tion now, then the time element is altogether irrelevant, and whatever 
concessTons in terms of immigration schedules are made, are politically 
speaking, of little moment. They may be only indices of defeat, for 
such schedules will most probably be fixed to insure a permanent 
minority status for us in Palestine. 
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It is not for us at this time to stress Palestine as a place of refuge for homeless Jews and concentrate in this brief, tense hour of fugi­tive political opportunities, when the great bell of history is toll­ing for us the final summons, on immigration certificates for refugees - if what we have in mind is national restoration and a Jewish state. The Arabs are not deceived by such a maneuver. The world is not moved to greater exertions in our behalf when we speak of saving refugees instead of building a Jewish state. The world was not greatly moved by our desperate pleas in behalf of our millions of doomed fellow-Jews now lying dead in their nameless graves, many of whom might have been saved. The great democr·acies heard the tortured cry of a dying people. They wagged their heads in sympathy and than proceeded to speak in the barren legalism of constricted hearts of their inability to intervene in the domestic affairs of other nations and of their own inviolate immigration laws. 

Those who tell us to forget or forego our national claims at this time so as to reenforce our refugee claims are talking sheer nonsense. Thus far the refusals have stood as adamant against their humanitarian pleas as against our national demands. Let it be remembered, too, that it was the national rather than the philanthropic appeal - the political necessity for normalizing the status of world Jewry once and for all by the establishment of a national home - which captured the imagination of the great statesmen of the first World War who were re­sponsible for the Balfour Declaration and Mandate. Let it also be re· membered that the classic text of Zionism is a book called "The Jewish state". In 1917, Dr. Chaim Weizmann declared: 11 1~/e have never built our Zionist Movement on the sufferings of our people in Russia or elsewhere. These sufferings were never the cause of Zionism. The fundamental cause of Zionism was, and is, the ineradicable national striving of Jewry to have a home of its own - a national centre, a national home with a national life. And this remains now stronger than ever." 

Refugeeism may yet defeat Zionism, Our undying sin will be, if we fail to understand the potentials of this great hour and if we sink our clear, resplendent political vision of national rebirth in the surging and engulfing waters of philanthropy. 

It is not for us to talk of partition or bi-nationalism if we really mean a Jewish State. No one spoke of partition or bi-nationalism when there were only fifty-five thousand Jews in Palestine in 1917• Why should one speak of it today when there are over six hundred thousand Jews and the ratio of Jew to Arab is far greater than it was then? Neither the Declaration nor the Mandate contemplated the creation of an Arab state in Palestine or of an Arab National Home. such Arab states were contemplated and have in fact been established by the Allied Nations elsewhere in the Near East~ It was the clear inten­tion, and the Royal Commission Report of 1937 confirms it, to convert the Jewish National Home into a Jewish state as soon as the conditions for a Jewish State actually existed. such conditions would undoubted­ly be in existence today if it were not for the legally and morally unjustifiable policy of the MacDonald White Paper which arbitrarily restricted Jewish immigration during recent years when hundreds of thousands of our people were clamoring for admission into Palestine, and when many of them were forced to the indignity of smuggling them­selves into their own national homeland as thieves in the night, and boatloads of them perished miserably within sight of the land of Israel, having been denied the right to land on its shores. 

We would be a majority in Palestine today were it not for the inter­ference of the Mandatory power. The creation of a Jewish state would by now be a matter of course. Therefore we must now ask that the primary and original purpose of the Mandate be reaffirmed forthwit -h, that it be implemented, and that its implementation be assured by giving the Jewish people control over immigration. Moreover, the country should at on~e be placed under a special administration, on which the Jewis~ people shall have preponderant representation corres­ponding to its overwhelming stake in the country, to insure its 
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economic development and the rapid absorption of new settlers, and 
the establishment of the Jewish State. This is the only kind of 
"transitional period" which can lead to a Jewish State. The Jewish 
Agency must be vested forthwith with governmental powers to plan and 
to set up the appropriate apparatus for mass immigration whi~h must 
follow immediately after the war. Appropriate policies. economic, 
fiscal, industrial, agrarian, must be studied and devised. The post­
ponement of a de~ision as to the status of Palestine until after the 
end of hostilities is thus a severe blow to all this essential pre­
liminary planning and organization and it may seriously affect the 
flow of immigration after the war, and the country's ability, through 
unpreparedness, to absorb it. 

The call for "a· decision now" which we made la.st year and whi<.:h now 
seems to be muted, was thus dictated by sound judgment and practical 
intelligence. It was not due to the impatience of impracti~al 
political extremists, To postpone the de~ision is to prolong the 
crisis, to permit the Arab opposition, now rapidly organizing, to 
consolidate itself still further, and to defeat all efforts at in­
telligent planning for a diffi~ult post-war reconstru~tion. 

We may not succeed in our objectives. "I am not bound to succeed", 
declared Abraham L1n(;oln, 11 but I am bound to live up to what light I 
have. I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be free". Ours is the 
duty to live up to what light we have, to the guidance of our history 
and the great lessons of our experien(;e and to give to the statesmen 
of the world our best judgment as to how our problem, whi~h is also a 
world problem, ~an best be solved, to the hurt of none and the bles s ­
ing of all. 

It is not our duty to propose partial solutions. The statesmen of the 
world may prefer partial solutions in the hope of insuring peace. 
This, you will recall, was the Munich complex. Lack of vision and 
courage may again postpone the just and definitive decision. This 
will undoubtedly acerbate the political conditions in Palestine and in 
the Near East. But this is beyond our control. What is within our 
control is the resolve to make known our cause to the world, and to 
demand justi~e at the bar of history. We must ask nothing that is un­
just and unreasonable. We must accept nothing that is unjust and un­
reasonable• We have no right to renounce our historic and religious 
hope which has fed and sustained the spirit of our people through all 
these long and weary centuries. No Jewish leader has been given or 
will be given the mandate to make su~h a renun~iation. The messianic 
hope of Israel cannot be bar tered away for an immigration quota, 
desperately as refugee Jews need the haven of Pales tine and desperate­
ly as we want them to go there. 

It has been rumored that the Arabs ar e about to make a generous ges­
ture and ~onsent to additional Jewish immigrants on ~ondition that 
they, Moslem and Christian Arabs, shall remain in the majority. I am 
not in~lined to credit this rumor, for such generosity is in violent 
~ontrast to their eustomary intransigeance. But whether the rumor has 
substan..:e or not, from the point of view of our national rebirth what 
~tters is not whether we have 600,000 Jews or a million Jews in 
Palast~ne, but whether we have a majority. If with a million Jews we 
still remain a minority, our primary objective is not obtained. Thera 
1s no national Jewish State. There is no internationally recognized 
Jewish nation. We remain as we have through all these two thousand 
years, minority everywhere, and our universal minority status has been 
at the root of our universal inse..:urity. Minority rights, even under 
international guarantees, are of little value, as the experien~e of our 
people in Eastern Europe, between the two world wars. amply demon­
strated. We are different from all other minorities in the world. 
Eacp of the other minority groups has a fatherland somewhere where the 
main body of its people lives in its own home. The Jewish minorities 
have no homeland anywhere. Thus when minorities are hard-pressed~ 
arrangements can be made for their transferen~e back to their original 
homes. Transference of a Jewish minority can only mean consignment to 
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exile, or to ext ermination ~amps. The founders of our movement, time and again warned, as did Nordau, tha t "we must at any pric e become a majority in Palestine''• Their kingly dream was at all times that of a Jewish state made possible in a demo~ratic world by the achi evement of a Jewish majority. British and American statesmen, too, thought in terms of a Jewish National Home and a Jewish s tate. Lloyd George, who was Prime Minister of Great Britain at the time of the Declara­tion, testified that 11 the idea was and this was the interpretation put on it (the Declaration) that a Jewish State would be established as soon as the Jews had responded to the opportunity afforded them by the idea of a national home and had become a definite majority of the inhabitants." Mr. Winston Churchill, who was Secretary or Sta t e in 1920 exultingly visioned "on the banks of the Jordan a Jewish State which might comprise three to four million Jews". 

The very essence of the millenial hope of our people would be denied and reje~ted by any formula which would make unattainable a Jewish State in Palestine. It would also be a disastrous r etreat. The peace conference at the conclusion of this war, far from consummating, would a~tually be nullifying the political gains which the Jewish people achieved at the close of the last war. What may be ~ontem­plated, if these or similar rumors have any substanee, is, I am afraid, another White Paper -- a final payoff, and liquidation of the Zionist Movement. 

The real purpose of the Ma~Donald White Paper, you will r ecall, was not the restrictive figure of 75,000 additional Jewish immigrants, but as it clearly and specifi .. :ally states: "His Majesty rs Gov ernment now declares unequivocally that it is not part of their poli~y that Palestine should become a Jewish State. 11 This is the lethal dose or the Whit e Paper and a revision of the quota figure upward from 75,000 to 375,000 is not its antidot e . The MacDonald Whit e Paper was a pro­dul!t of that disastrous Munich era when the rights of other smnller nations were also sacrificed and other solemn interna tional commit• ments were scrapped. Munich led to the Second World War. It has be en the high hope of all that a victory of t he United Nations will undo the mischief of Munich and will rectify the wrongs which were there and since perpetrated. Ti/hat was ruthlessly taken away will be right­fully restored. Will this prin~iple of reparation and restoration be applied to ~11 peoples, except the Jews? Are the promises to the Jewish people alone to be ignored and dishonored? Is our loyalty alone to go unrequit ~d, our sacrifices unrewarded and our dead for­gotten? 

One wond ers whether those reported proposals are the r esult of the conference which Mr. Churchill and Mr. Roosevelt had with Ibn "'aud and the other Arab Chiefs-of-states a few weeks ago, One wond ers why Arab states were consulted in the first place about the fate of the Jewish National Home. Was the Jewish people consulted about tho Fate of Iraq, or Syria or Saudi-Arabia? 11/ere these states originally re­sponsible for bringing the Jewish National Home into existence? Hava they been asked to contribute a farthing to it, or to defend it? Have these Arab states fought so valiantly in this war that they have earned the right to determine the political destiny of a people which ~id fully assume its war responsibilities and did fight valiantly in defense of its national homeland and the ideals of the democratic world? Not a single Arab state gave active support to the Allied cause, Some a~tually played treasonable roles during the war and others flirted with the Axis. 

Are Jewish rights to be made dependent on Arab consent? The Mandate recognized the historic connection of the Jewish peopl e with Palestine - a fa~t strangely enough already recognized in Biblical times - but it remained for the Allied leaders to recognize the historic connection of Ibn Saud with Palestine, It was MacDonald, you Will recall, when he planned repudiation, in 1939, who hit upon the idea of bringing in the leaders of the neighboring Arab countries to weight the scale against the Jewish National Home. He convoked the 111-fated Round Tabla Conference between Jews and Arabs in 1939. 
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This Conference eventuated in the notorious Nhite Paper of 1ay, 1939 which was a complete surrender to Arab demands and a burnt-offering of all the national aspirations of the Jewish people. This occurred on the eve of the ,ar, under pressure presumably of the approaehing world crisis when British imperial interests needed the good 1111 and cooperation of the Arab world - a cooperation , by the way , whi~h v,as nsver forthcoming. But this is 1945l We are on the eve of an Alli~d victory. The need for appeasement no longer exists. Novertheloss the Arab states are again brought into the picture, and one is for~ed to ask with real apprehension whether another Whita Paper is not in the making. It would seem that Ibn saud is now the chief figure ~on­sulted by Great Britain and the United States about the futur of the Jewish National Home. It is the snme Ibn Saud, who, two years ago de~lared ''I know of nothing that justifies the Jewish ulaim in Palestine ... r am not afraid of the Jews or of the possibility of their ever having a state or power either in the land of the Arabs or else­where. This is in accordance with what God has revealed unto us through the mouth of His Frophet in His Holy Book. Thus I hold the demands of the Jews upon this land in error •.• rf the Jews are impelled to seek a place to live, Europe and America are largsr and more fer­tile than Palestine". 

Is this man to be the arbiter of our destinies? Jow that Ibn 0aud has reiterated his unyielding opposition to the Jewish National Home and this time to the President of the u. s. and the Prime 1nistsr of Great Britain, now that the long eherished and fostered Ibn saud upon whom so much had been staked, has proved a dismal failure, will the democratic leaders still persist in trying to find an Arab solution for the Jewish problem1 Valuable years and preeious human lives have already been lost in this sad and futile endeavoro The Jewish problem is a world problem, not an Arabian problemo Its solution must coma at the hands of the great democracies of the world, who have assumed the grave responsibility for rebuilding our world upon new and lasting foundations of justice in which all peoples will sh~ree 

A new world order is in the making. A system of security is being devised to proteet the rights of all nations, their independen~e and survival. bn important conferen~e of the United Nations will be held in San Francisco in a few weeks to carry the work of world organiza­tion a step further. All the nations who fought on the side of the United Nations, even those who de~lared war only a few days ngo pro forma, in order to be included in the invitation; will be repre~ented there. Iraq will be there, and Luxembourg and Gaud:-Arabia and Guatamala. But Israel is not to be theret~ The Je· ish people against whom the Axis had deereed a war of extermination~ and singled it out as its chief enemy the Jewish people v,hose civilian casualties running into the millions far outnumber those of any other nation, and whose sons by t~e hundreds of thousands are fighting on ev~ry battle front on the side of the United Nations, the Jewish people and the Yishuv of Palestine, which sent its sons in the tens of thousands to fight for the cause of freedom and demoeracy - they will not be represented at uan Franeis~o. We are not to be in~luded asa people in the planned international order of tomorrow. seemingly as a nation, we do not exist, except for perseeution and calumny and sacrifices~ Humor has it that sornathing may be done about it; some back door may be 0pened for the presentation of our case to some subsidiary body at the Conference. Let us hope that even this shred of comfort will not be taken away. 

The road ahead is hard. The odds are against us. The odds were al­ways against us. They were strongly against the Maccabees, against our ancestors at the Red Sea striking out for freedom, against the scattered and struggling Jewish communities fighting for survival in the dark ages. The odds were against the first Jewish pioneers who broke ground for the first Jewish colony and against those who first drained the malarial marshes and swamps of the Emek. But they all had tho courage of their dreams and therein lay their inv1n~ible strength. 
Our strength to ay, as of old, lies in our dream, in the urgen~y of our n tional need, in knowing our own minds and in unremitting effort 
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dire~ted towards an undefle~ted purpose. We may not su~~ee~ even 
then, but our faith and courag will then inspire generations yet 
unborn to complete the task whi~h we were prGvcnt d from ~ompleting. 
Ours is the responsibility of prosenting our~ S3 fuJ y, cle~rly, 
forcibly, to the world. Once we know our own minds and hnvc th ­
courage to pursue our objectives to the end, w shall h ve no diffi­
eulty in finding the proper methods for presenting our cas. It is 
the vague objective which leads to the uncertain'course. The diffi­
~ulty arises when there are basic and froquently un~onscious differ­
ences as to objectives which, to the outsider, appenr as a confli~t 
only of strategy or of personalities. But, if you penetrqte nll the 
cir~les of rationalization, you come at last upon the timid soul, and 
the heart that la~ks faith. Not all who talk ~bout a Jewish Common­
wealth really have faith in it. Time and again, in negoti~tions with 
opposing groupsJ or facing official opposition in gov2rnm nt cir~lss, 
they bu~kle under. The Jewish Commonw0alth suddenly be~omes n8bulous, 
a f'"r-off "End-ziel" to which one pays ritual lip-service, but which 
for all practi~al purposes is brushed asido. Only zealots and ex­
tremists keep pressing for it, even when important people ar nnoyed 
by it ... 

It is of ~ourse clear that two men will have much to do with the final 
settlement of the P· lestine issue - Churchill and Roosevelt. They are 
great and good men and they ars well intentioned towcrds us. In the 
P.resent politi~al conjun~ture of the world, they possess enormous 
power. Their sympathy and ~oop3ration are most vital to the sue~ess 
of our movement. It would be a mistake, however, to leave the entire 
fate of our movement in the hands of these two statesmen. Both of 
these statesmen are working under terrific pressure. From all sides 
powerful pressure groups converge on thom, and some of these powerful 
groups are working against our movement. Politieal leaders, engrossed 
in many tasks, sometimes accept for the solution of whnt they regard 
as minor issues, formulas which app ar expediunt, and ~ompromises which 
only aggravate the situation. 

Take the case of Mr. Churchill. He has always been a friend of 
Zionism. He is today. Only recently he spoke of himself as 11 th 
archite~t of the Jewish future 11 • In 1921, on the occasion of his 
planting a tree in the gardvn of the Hebrew University on Mt. Scopus, 
he declared: "Personally my hea1·t is full of sympathy with Zionismo 
This sympathy has existed in me for a long time,,.r beliJve that tho 
building of a Jewish National Home in Palestine will be a blessing to 
the whole world, a blessing to the Jewish race scattered all over the 
world, a blessing to Great Britain. I firmly b8lieve that it will be 
a blessing also to all the inhabitants of the country without dis­
tinction of race and religion." 

Nevertheless this same Chur<.:hill, only a year later, was responsible 
for the White Paper of 1922, the first of a series of reinterpreta­
tions, which among othar things de~lar dd that tha terms of the Balfour 
Declaration did not contemplate that Palestine as a whole should be 
converted into a Jewish National Home, but that su~h a home should be 
found in Palestine. -
Prim~ Minister Chur~hill vigorously denounced the MacDonald White Paper 
of May 1939. He ~alled it "a breach, a violation of the pledge, the 
abandonment of the Balfour Declaration, the end of the vision, of the 
hope, of the dream." And yet, a year later, when he be<.:ame Prime 
Minister, in 1940, he p3rmitted that policy to stand, and it stands to 
this day, a policy whi<.:h has resultvd in incalculable tragedies to 
myriads of our people in Europe who might have fouhd a havvn of refuge 
in Palestine during these years of slaughter and annihilation . . 

We do not judge. We do not point to any moral contradi~tions. But 
surely these repeated instances of profession lagging behind per­
formance, should caution us against ex~lusive relianl:e upon the good 
intentions of one or two great man, how ver unquestionably sine2re 
their intentions are. 

Mr. Roosevelt has frequently evidenced his inter~st in the Jewish 
National Hom, and more than once during ths past year, and as re~ently 
as last Friday, has expressed himself in clear and forthright endorse­
ment of Zionism. And yet, though frequently solicited, the government 
of the United St tes did nothing to undo the m1sch1 f of the v/hi te 
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Paper which was in clear violation of agreements between our Govern­ment and the andatory power. r. Roosevelt has deelar d himself publicly in favor of a free and democratic Jewish CommonwGalth, but twi~e during 1944, the executive braneh of our govsrnment wns re­sponsible for the shelving of the Jewish Commonwe3lth Resolution in the Congress of the United atates, whe~e both the House and ths 3)nate were prepa~ed and enger to vote for it overwhelmingly. Since then, months have alapsed, the Yalta Conference has been held, but nothing has been forthcoming from this Administration to compvnsate for this deferred a~tion, or even to explain it. 

We were asked to wait a little longer. Congress was nergeti~ally pressed not to pass th Palestine Resolution. Zionist laad rs rusho pell m 11 to Washington to collaborute v,ith the State D partment in its effort to keep the Congress of the u. S· from expr ssing its~lf in favor of the Jewish Commonweal th. r/e waited . The r~surt - Ibn Saud said 11 No 11
• The entire Palestine subje<.:t has be n postpon d to the end of the war and there is no Pal stine Resolution. 

When we mention these facts, it is not that wears hostile to ~r . Chur~hill or to President Roosevelt. These men are too big nnd politi~ally too experisn~ed to interpret honest diffurvn~0s of opinion and the cry of a sorely pr~ssed psople for action, as personal hostility. Only little souls stoop to such con~lusions ••. 
Political exigencies frequently defle~t the clenr purposes ~ven of our best friends and wa must do our utmost to rainfor~G their good will and intent so th~t thoy will not yield to pr~ssur~s at our expJnse . Thsir political strategy pursu din our behalf may nlso be m1stakeh, as the cas_ of Ibn Saud, upon whom both Roos8velt and Chur~hill pla~ed su~h high hopos, amply demonstrates. 

It is important to continue to make the most fri8ndly and effectiva rapresentation to the great leaders of the dJmo~racios, but the most effective representation in a domo~rncy is thro~gh organized publi~ opinion. In political lifo today grent polit:~al issues which affe~t the destinies of nations are not decided by the ~h~rm , winsomness or eloqu nee exercisad by an individual, or on the b~3is of a quid pro quo for politi~nl support given by nn individu~l during n politi~al campaign. Person2l intdrcassion of this sort is ~n ana~hronism in the world today. It is too lnte for Court Jews~ If our cause is just, let the Americ~n people sps2k up - its ministers ~nd edu~ators , its writers Jnd journalists, its lenders of C' pit~l nnd l bor, its state legislators, its congressmen ::.t nd senEttors, of both poli ti~"l P-- rties, Republi~ans and Democrats alike , Our movement is not wedded to any one politii,;al p~:rty . we h:tve strong and warm friends in both. Let them make known their will to our government ~nd to our Chief Exeeu­tive • Let the people of Englnnd ot: c 11 poli til.! 1 pc.rties m:1ke their will known to their Colonial Offi<.:e nnd to their Cabinet, Let us r~lly all men of good will everywher in the world who would lik to see justice done, an an~ient wrong righted and~ present day world need met. ~et a mighty ehorus of voiees rise to the enrs of the men whom 1e~tiny has chosen for gre, t de~isions. Let these men beeome awqre ~ d be guided nnd sustained in their own p~rpose by this ~wnreness th~t our cause is overvvhelmingly approved by the people of Americ ·. nnd of Gr~ ~t Brit~n, and that it is one of the great and urgent causes of our day in which mnnkind as a whole is dovply con~erned. Zionist le~jers who c3nnot whole-heartedly join in such an effort, or who are too entangled in party politics to appraise situ~tions objectively and to follow an indep~ndent Zionist line should step as ide. We h~ve nothing to lose now but our illusions . We have~ new life to build for our peopleiii 

Ne believe that the solution of the problem of Jewish national home­lessness is imperative for the sake of the peace of the world. Any historic people which will be denied a minimum of national se~urity and 
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1ndepenjen~e after the war will endnnger the suc~ess of the inter­national order whi~h will be set up . In the delicately-poised in­ternational order of tomorrow , the Jewish people must not r em~in people without status nd without a n~tion~l home . Against its own will and without any deliberate ac tion on its pnrt , it will b e~o□ a fo~us of politi~al tension , conflict ~nd distress which may en­danger the peace of the whole iddle rnst . 

We , too , possess inalienable rights a s n peopl~ , the ri ght to lifo , liberty and the pursuit of happiness . le h~ve not .vi ld ed on thos~ rights for two thousand years , although the world cnosc to i gnore ~nd to deny them . The Jewish people , for its own salvqtion ~nd for the p 0 ace of the world , now asks that no obstacle be put in i t s w~y to reposs ess itself of thes ri shts , to r Jconstruct its nati oncl lif3 in its historic home ~nd to quicken to new life an c ncient and honor:~ ble people . 



ABBA HILLEL SILVER TESTIMONIAL DINNER COMMITTEE 
ROOM 704 
55 WEST 42 STREET 
NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 

For Immediate Release 

EINSTEIN HEADS LIST OF CO-CHAIRMEN FOR TESTIMONIAL TO DR. SILVER 

MANY PROMINENT FIGURES JOIN TO HONOR ZIONIST LEADER 

New York -- Professor Albert Einstein heads the list of prominent leaders 

from all walks of life who are acting as co-chairmen of the testimonial dinner being 

tendered to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, of Cleveland, on March 21st in the Grand Ball­

room of the Hotel Commodore, New York City. 

The dinner, plans for which were initiated by the Zionists of New York, 

will pay tribute to Dr. Silver for his outstanding leadership of American Jewry over 

many years and for his great contributions to American thought and public welfare. 

Dr. Silver served as national chairman of the United Palestine Appeal for. seven 

years. His vigorous leadership of the American Zionist Emergency Council throughout 

the past year is generally regarded as his most notable accomplishment. 

In addition to Professor Einstein, the co-chairmen include Hon. M. Maldwin 

Fertig, prominent New York attorney and President of the Bronx Zionist Region; Rabbi 

Wolf Gold, leader of World Mizrachi; Hon. Nathaniel L. Goldstein, Attorney-General 

of New York State; Professor Horace M. Kallen, of the New School for Social Research; 

Professor Mordecai M. Kaplan, of the Jewish Theological Seminary; Emanuel Neumann, 

Zionist leader and former member of the Jewish Agency Executive; David Pinski, 

poet-playwright and leader of Labor Zionism; Charles J. Rosenbloom, Treasu~er 

of the United Palestine Appeal; Hon. Carl Sherman, former Attorney-General of 

New York State; Supreme Court Justice Meier Steinbrink, and Pierre van Paassen, 

noted author. 

Mark Sugarman is treasurer ·and Abraham Goodman, Treasurer of the Zionist 

Organization of America, is secretary of the dinner committee, which is still in 

formation. 
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