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WHY THEY RESIGNED I Reprinted From 
THE DAY 

January 7, 1945 

>;ew York. - Two leading execu- : THE FULL ,RESIGNATION TEXTS OF TWO DIRECTORS I Amerh·an Zionist J:,;mergen(•y I whelmlngly "indi(•ate Auut1. Hillt-1 
tlves or the American Zionist , OF THE AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL, I Co1111l'il. For more than t1. year Silver allll l'ondemn his uppoueut • Emergency Council today an- 1 i l ha,·e tried to sent> our i\tove- • ;lUll detra1·tor~ . ·l\leanw·uile "e 
nounced that thf'y have resi1ned 1 SHAPIRO AND MANSON. •ment with all the enen;y. resoul't·e- l wi h to ::.late: 
in protest against ''the crippling I , rul11t>ss an<l derntion that I ('011ld 1 1 1 Ur. Sil, er ealegorically l'ef-o! Dr. Sliver's program" bf those Iver on th e very day_ ~e was -to 1°ther peualty was ~xac~ed of you I muster. Thro11j,:'hout this period utetl the ehl;\rge Lliat he -.ontrn­
members or the Council who j confer with Mr. stettmius. 1 f?r. your repeated VlOl~lwus or de-

1 
l have !,,Upported the polil'ies act- I ve11ed del'islous· ol' the 1<;mel'gency 

forced Dr. Sliver to resign as c:0- 1 "It is difficult to believe that (·tsions o! th e Count:il, au d lbat . vanced hy Or . Silver. whid1 I be- 'ouul'il. Ii.flt! the Counl'il 111 l1s 
chairman of the Council and a · you, Dr. ,vise, who in the past D_r. _sil_vel' uevei: pl'essed_ for suc h lie\'ed to he the wisest ill the itu- 1 m eti11g or De(:emuer '.!0th exou­
chalrman of its Executh·e Com- have made so many c:outrlbutions lhSciplmal'\' act_wn agarn t you. alio11. I haYe viewe(l the policies ' era1eu Dr. Sil\'el' by rej~C'tl11g a 
mittee. The resigning executives I to our peo1Jle's cause. denberately : t llough you did not orrer the oi his opponents on the Council ! resolution or censure propo ed 'by 
al'e Harry L. Shapil'o, Executive chose to contravene the authority Coulll'il on . th0se oc:casio~,s th ~ with mistrnst antl disfavol' ant.I' Dr. Goldst in's a~socia.tes. 
Dire ·tol' of the 'ouncll, and Ha- or the Council and iujure the in- t·ourtesy or au explanauon of ·· am 1·om·in('ed that, moveJ, uy pel'- 1 '.!) Dr. Goldstein hlmselr, on 
rold P. l\lanson, the organization's terests or the movemeur. Even at ~·oui· ads.. 1'-ow th e resignation soJ1al c·on,ideration~. they huv I December 5th, sent telegrams to 
Director o! Information. : this late date, I c:hoose rather to or Dr. Silver has been forced crip11led J>r . Silver's program . 1 all members or the Foreign Hela-

The text of their, letters of re- , belie,·e !rom my knowledge~! ~ht' thr~u•~1 _the error.ls or_ 1~1~ Z.O.A . which produ(:e<l the ~reat ad1ieve - l tio_ns Committee urging ravorrble 
.•• t' b • t <l t D· St_ background that you were rnUu- blot, ,,hile you have ietained th e menls of !ht- \HUH vear. I am also action 011 the Palestine Retolu· s1gna 1011, su mil e o 1. e . , , . , . , l'l . . . . 1 . r ti c .· 1 .. . . . • , . . pheu s. '\Vi.e, c:hairman or the ellt d ll) the small gioup DO\\ Ill .: ia~imamnip. 0 ie Qunci • conY111t·ed that If these men 1·011- 1t1on. thereby do111g precisely what 

C .• 1 f 11 . . C'0ntrol or the Z.O.A., who long 1 hb tioullle staudard set uv lly tillue their prt>seut tac·t i1·s. they · he ·is chargiu"' Dr. Silver with OUJ\Cl • 0 0\\ s . . . ' .. .. h z O A Ad • • . ' O'. • • • I "' sought to undermine D1. S1lve1 ~ t. e •. • • ministt~t1o11 .,io~p . will lead th~! Z10111st l\lovement I ha Ying doue. This is runni111 
H.-\Rk\' T,. SH.-\l'JRO TO leadership and involve him i11 ?ive • lit'.l~ hope that l_uture poln- eirner to a complete st:111d~till 01· 1 with the hares arnd hunting with 

H.\BHI \\'ISB failure . Unfo1·tunately, you have ical deciswns and a('tlons or the to moral and political uankr111Jll'.v. th hounds. 
"Dear Dr. Wise: allowed yoursel! ·to be guided by Couu_cil ~,·ill be cond1!cive t? th 

1 
'·Hut r look forward to th tim 3) Other leaders within the 

' ' ll is with regret that I find it these men and you were. iu my best rntet ests of the Zionist cause. wh n our l\loYement will resume Council, f.ud D1•. Wise in p1t.rticu"' 
necessary to tender my reslgna- opinion. exceedingly ill advised in ''The chief victim of thete de- 1 the dyuami. and i•oul'ageous J)0li- I 1a1, throughout the year commlt-
tion as the Di1·ertol' or the Amer- doing so. plor~ble machinati~ns which were ciel:J pursued during the past year. ted grave breacb-es or dlscip11ne 
ican Zionisl li:mergency Council. · ' ·You cancehed the long sought :earned on sySl~mat_ically f?r many , whl<'l) I am 1·onvlnc-ell will lead frustrating Dr. Sliver:, effort,,. 
I do this in prote ·t ugaiust the appointme11l with the ::-•resident m~n_th8• rul.~n~atJ~~ ,w1th ~he , t~ th . f111fillme11t or 0111· ·1Jeople's witb 1reat detriment to the 
cal culated action ot those n1em- on FPbrnary :!od because of a ro1_cmg of D1. Si Ive! s J eslgna~ ion , h1stonc hopt>. ,·ac1.,;e. Thi, Dr . ~ilver su(tered 
be rs or the Counril , which forced ' lec:ture c>11gageroenL you ball i11 -:- in et.rect a pollt1~•al ussass~na- ' 111 these c·lrc·umstau1·ei>, can- ; 11 \lal'!~ for the sake or pt!a.ce. 
thP. resignation o~ Dr. Abba Hillel t ho \YLst. There is good reason . r.1_1rn -- ~ill not be D1. Abba Hillel ' ctor impels, me to tentler herewith 4) The grQup in control of the 
Silver, and iu order to diseo.clate lo believe that i[ the meeli11g with 181h:~1· but, unfortunately •. l!1e , my re::,ignation as Uirt!dor of 111 - Z.0 . .-\ . bitterly oppo!,,ttl Dr. Sll:-
m~·self ri·om the gi·oup u.•Iilcli pei·- the President had takeu place as .r_e"_1~h pe.op.le an,d th e Zio1_11st formation or th Amel'it·au Ziunisl n D Sil b r \Pl':! a SU1ll)Hion or . pollli al lead-petralPd this destructlre act to planned. the rate of the Palestine \ca11st!, _1. ver ~ a sen~e t~m Eme1·gttlll'Y Counl'il. t>rshi11 t'l'Om the l.ieglnni11g, despite 

I I He..,olut1·011 1·11 C'ong·1·es" u·o11ld the })ollucal helm or Olli mo,e- 's· I our cause. name y, t te pretient " " " . . . . ·, 1lll'e l'e Y .vo11rs. DI'. Chaim Weizmunu's earnest . t l •11 . 0 t1ave been ,1i'fere111 aud that i'l • ment at llus ct itlcal moment J.s a •·1r I I I' 'J .. representat1"es o t 1e 1, on1st r- ' 1 
, • aro 1 .• , anson . , µlea 8 . 1111 ct has llt'Yer <'ea~ed to I· . f !\. .• , h wo11ld ha\'f' been approved by Con- luxury which our people can ill 

~.an z~_ll!OUD 01 • nl1eG1 \Cl·~ t ~11 Rt~ gress earl\' lhis veal'. A it is a at'ford. If the Council pursues a ,JO).\"T ST.-\TK'\IK\'l' RY plan bis eli111i11~tio11. vounu' r. srae o us em, o ' • • ' pol'· of . ·1· . . d •· It' .,. f . H f .... , 'I ·""' 0"' fil 'fhe same group is respons-., •ts Id d • I' seeond appointment with the l(y wai mg an \\a lll., 01 :; :\PHO .\ ., ) ., :, .,S ., ue1 zo an you1se L. 111 •·g . 1. 1 t ' ' f. 11 . . . ible tor a wldespread and !11nder-"Tl1e re('Ol'<l" o! the Coun,·11 President was set·ured uni)' 011 e I teu ig 1, 1 o_m ie P0 " et s ,,. 1 ., 1, • " ... I I l t' w lO H'l'Yeu as •.xen1tn·e o11s whispfrlng campaign against show that 011 several O('c,olous ~lul'ch !Ith through Dr. Silver's ~:1~t 
1
:~~

11
~::•t~ll'-~l 

th
e !~!a(l~~ Dire1."1or autl Director 1,1f Jurornw- Dr. 'ilver aud his polides, cal-

you willt'ully violated dechilons of efforts. aftt-1· the luterveuliou or' 1 
lion of the Americau Zioni:;I : ,·t1lated 10 uudel'Dlill" 111 ... poeltiou. h a1·1· I i adequate reasou to continue the ..- ., t,he Council oC the highest im- t e n 1 1tary. Anot 1er meet ug ~mergen<"y Couucll 1rnd are rully We trnst that Dr. Sliver will • I ti l' d s s large- 'C'ale pul.)lic relations pro-portance. To mention three oc- • wit t lt.. n ei· ecretary of tate , familiar with the circumstanees • ·ee his 'Wily to maklno- 11. Cttll and b ll d h gram or the Cou11eil. That would ~ casions: (1) Your cancellation--1 to e ro owe by anot ei· meet- leadiug to Dr. ilver's 1· si""1111tio11. rrank exposillou or the ,.,bole I i l h P 'd • be a waste o,f money and enel'gy, .. without consultation or autbot·lza- 1 ng w t 1 l e resi ent later Ill the consider it our solemn ctuty to de- afrair so that the re~ponslblUty 

I - f tl t t t hi l year, were llkewhe frustrated due to which I cannot be a p?rty. I 1 c 1 ton o 1e appo n men w c 1 "H' t . .11 . d 6 1· are t 1at Dr. o d ' tein'l:I tat - 1 ror this disruption will l,e placed had been secured fo1· yourself and to t!.e lnterl'erence or .one o( your ~s 01 
Y wi _pass Jll g'llent IT meut is a one-sided act·ount, In- whei·e It belong". ' ! the violence which you and vour ., Dr. Silvel' wit:1 the President for . cloge at.sol'lates. i t h d t th ·v1t 1 complete> n11<1 di torted in vital 1 !\s a protest we have resigned . assoc a es ave one o e a 1 • February :!, 19 44; ( 2) The serie ' '·D:·. Silver has been ac used or . 1 t r th Zi . t t respe('!S. It produces a p1cture • our i·espectlve posts. 

r 1 , . r d . . r h t . d . . . h iu en~s s o e on1s movemen • t i .11 h th , o nlract1ons o ec1s1ons o t e con ra,·eurng a ec1s1ou of t e a var anC'e w1 1 t e tru as we • 
Council connected with your visit Counc ' l wltll 1·eference to'the Cou- 1 

" incerely your, ' know it, and a lame defen!::e fol' I 
to the President on Octobe!' 11th; ,gressloual Resolution, but it is "Hany L. Shapiro." : the ruthless action or Dr. Gold-I 
and (3) Your unauthorized tele- , significa11t that the motion pro- tt\ROLD P lI,ssox TO ·teln anll his associates in rorciug , 
gram to Secretary Stettinlus on I posed by Rabbi James Heller • R !\BBl • ,~is':F • • , the resignation ot our greatest I 
October 4th, intimating your ac- icensuring Dr. Silver. was square- I • • " 1:ipokesman and most girted leader. 
quiescence lu the deferment o( the ly rejected by the Council and "Dear Dr. Wise: When the whole story ls told I 
Palestine Re~olutiou-a telegram failed ot pas!-age at the meeting I "It is with a reeling or deep re- an,d l'evelatiou wade of tbe ma­
which you sent without the know- or December 20th. I ('"rtber call to !1 ,ret that I have observed the re- cbioatlons which resulted in this I 
ledse or the Council or of Dr. Sil· : your attention tha - - "•'llaure or cellt "enlopme11t1 wlthln he calamity, public opinion wm onr-

HARRY L. SHAPIRO 
Former))· t;:icHulive Dirtctot­
·"mtr ir11n %ion l!t ('ouncll. 

HAROLD l'. MANSON 
l'ormtrlY Director ot Inform&• 
tton-Ar111r. Z)ou1,t- Sm•r11nc7 
CQUllCII, 



Reprinted from THE DAY - January 14, 1945 

The Silver Issue and Z. O.A. 
Regional Membership 

After the Hasty Reorganization of the Executive the Member­
ship Speaks. - De11iocracy Contravened. - The Explanation. 

•>' JACOB RICHMAN 
Mem\Jer ut tbe Pe nnsy lvania. Bin. 

I 

In my artirle two weeks ~o, I World Executive hung on for se• . Where was their caution, their' on the issues before and not after I writing that letter, he could be 
predicted that whatever reorgan- veral months without bringing its• sense o! responsibility, \heir-laclion was taken. crllidzed at most !or an excess or 
ization waij carried out in the work to a standstill. Ben Gur- vaunted statesmanship when they , . zeal Jn taking the step on his own American Ziontst Emergency ion's resignation remained pend- deliberately plunged the Zionist WEJGHI~G 'IHE CASE re~pouslblllty. 
Council. the controversy would Ing while errorts were made to Organization into the abyss of As !or the "case" itself, the But what is one to say o! what 
probably continue to agitate the bring about an understanding and , bitter internal strife at a moment essential evidence is all in. A rollowed? When Dr. Sliver and 
public tor months tQ come. Events a reconclllatlon. A deleg·ation of' like this'? careful reading of the various Se11a.tor Wagner ralle<l upon Sec-
have borne out my prediction. the Executive made a journey to Belatedly, they are now at- statements and memoranda issued I retary Stettlnlus on Monday, De- , 
The reorganization has taken London specially !or this puq>ose. tempting to allay the storm o! iu- by both sides yields a fairly clear ! cember 4th, to persuade him and 
place but the controversy has not In the end these errorts were sue- diguatlon they have aroused by picture of what bad rranspired. j win his support, they were con- I 
abated. cessful. The crisis was resolved; representing their action as the Dr. Silver and his supporters at-

1
-rronted with th fatal telegram 

Dr. Silver's resignation was ac- both Weizmann and Ben Gurion cons'umatlon o! the "democratk tached great significance to the which Mr. Stettiniua had received 
cepted by a majority vote against retained their positions and afe proceis" and by appealing to the Congressional Resol~tion, in that very morning from Dr. WI e I 
the wishes of two of the parties, today collaborating in the leader- Zionists' sense or discipline to ac-. which the whole Zionist ~ove- Indicating that he and his asso­
ln dis1·egard of sound advice and ship of' the Zionist movement. 1, cept the result. The Council· was m~nt haci invested a year of in ten- elates were quite ready to acqui- , 
in defiance of public opinion. The may be no more than a truce, bul hastily "reorganized" _ without slve e!Cort. The Zionist Conven- esce in the determent of the Re­
representatives of the Mlzrachl In critical times like these, even Silver-and the reorganization lion at Atlantic City had adopted solution. It ·was a sec•ret tele­
and the Poale Zion, the veteran u. temporary truce is preferabl~ "ratified" by a heavily weighted uy a unaniij1ous vote a decision gram. It was sent without the I 
Zionist leader, Louis Lipsky-and lo internecine war and a public ZOA Executive aud an Adminis- q11.lling !or the passage of the re- knowledge aud app1·oval o! the 
other pel'sons or influence and ex• controversy. . tratlve Council packed -with per- solution. This constituted a clear I Emergency Council. Neither SIi- ' 
perience -as well as the .fowisll Why then was this example not sonal .appointees ot the President. mandate to the leadership, a man-Iver nol' Wagner were informed I 
press counselled delay-urged and followed'! What was to be lost br Tl1e Zionist masses were confront- date glvt>n not before, but a!ter •about the sending or the tele~ram 1 pleaded for no immediate a'ction delaying aetiou ou the reslg11a- ed with a falt ac,·ompU. j the President's statement of Oc- or its contents. It contarned the 
on the resignation. They advo- tionl! and permitting a coollug Mt ' '.l'Hli: MJ!:l'HB~USHIP SP:Ko\KS I tober 15th. D1·. Sliver w~s intent wordJ "this telegram is for you j 
cated a cooling of! period and an period'? H Dr. Sliver had COIU· But all indi<:atlous point un- lon carrying out this mandate alpne." Clellrly and obviously !t i 
opportunity !or disinterested ef- mitted a ''cl'ime", as his oppo- mistakably to the tact that the , whlle taking the necessary pre- was designed to wreck the mission 
!orts t6 heal the breach and re- nents charged, 1,1urely there was course pursued l>Y the ZOA Ad- tautions to secure the approval of Dr. Silver and Senator Wagner , 
store unity. But the "compact uo danger of his jumping bail ~lid ministration was essentially unde- of the State Department. To him and to torpedo lhe Cougressianal 
majority"-the ZOA adminlstra- skipving their j~risdiction. The1:e1mocratic and ran squarely coun- and ,:o his followers the "green Resolution. 
tion group and their allies among waa no posslb11ity that their ter to the wi hes and sentiments l!g~t was not an end in itself but No amount of explaining w!ll 
the Hadassah leaders-refused to quarry would elude them and or their constituents. Region ar a meails to ensure the passage of justlry this act - an act which it 
heed lhe~e pleas coming from all escape the retrlbulion Uiey had ter region decla red itself against the Palestine Resolution. He boa- is best not to chararteriiP . I 
sides. They wanted Dr. Silver's in store for him. ln the meantime the elimination o! Dr. Silver and lleved throughout that the "grl::.'1:m1 BEHIND DR. wr E ! 
head and they wanted it iu a the work of the Council need not 1I for his recall to leadership and light" could and would be Ob1'.. It is inconceivable that Dr. Wise I 
hurry, have stopped. A small interim the restoratioIJ or unity. The talned if the Movement remainPd should have committed i:;o appal-

Why this haste? They had be- ~ommittee could have carried 011. Brooklyn Region, the largest in united in its determination and .ull llng a breach or Zionist discipline 
1 for-e them--or behind them---the Surely there was plenty of talent the country, with a membership the lull impad or Its united w11t

1
and a violation or his obllga.tions 

comparatively recent incident of to draw from among the ZOA a.ud of over 10,000, I d off by adopt- were conveyed to the State DP- '. towards both Se11ator Wagner and I 
Ben Gurion's resignation as Cbatr- Hadas1,1ah leaders who were 10 ing strongly woi·ded resolutions I partment and the President. ~11 I : Dr. Silver entil'ely on his own re· 
man ot the Jewish Agency Execu- eager to take over. Such an ar- disapproving th ction of the Ad- his heroic efforts to accompl1i,;lt ponslblllty. He is not in fact the I 
tlve. Ben Gurion had leveled rangement was in tact proposed ministration and calling for a spe- this result were dellberatt>ly rru~- l'eal party to the controversy with 
against Dr. Weizmann substan- by the Poale Zion and earnestly cial convention. The resolutions trated by some or bis tolle.q~11• ·•• l>r. Silver. Behind Dr. Wi e's 
tlally the same charge that has advocated by others but was re- were adopted by overwhelming who were more concern .. ,! alwul impressive front is a group of 
been leveled against Dr. Silve1·: je<·led out or hand by the ZOA ~votes after three sutcessive meel·lh1elr remaining iu the go11d gra, ·t'-, me11 who have exploit d hi pres-
carrying on political activity ou group. I ings and after a full dress debate ot the powers that be. tlge, his sensibilities and bis ! 
his own instead of 011 the basis or Tile defeat or th.ese reasonable in which the Admlni tration's The chle( pie:r.e of cuQcrt>te e\'1 - grievances and used him 111 lh ir 
collectivP judgment and respons- pl'op,dsahi, the reJefllon or all,c11.se was amply presented by uo ' den<·e tliat has bee,1 J.ll'l•JJ1, "'" long premeditated attack upon 
ibility. He, Bt-n Gurion. had not cou:H:ds or moderation looking to less a spokesman th.an Dr. James;! again~t DI'. Silver to sustam- .~1P Dr. Silver's l adershlp. They are I beeu eonsultecl by Dr. Weizmann a peaceful solutlou or the crisis! G. Heller. Brooklyn was followed charge or "contravening the dedlll men o! lesser stature and tall am-' 

1 on various o<'casious a111l \V~tz-

1 

canuot be exvlained on grouuds
1 
by Long Island with its 6500 Ions o[ the Council" wu the ultious who had run the 1'~merg-, I ma)Jn was saying and doing lliiugs or high policy. The ruthle ·s el- I memberslliJ> an d Long Island hY'j letter he Wl'ote to Congressma.n l ency Couu_s!il before the adven t, 

C'Ontrary to what Ben Gurion I imiuatiou or a leader ot Dr. Sil- \ Connecticut. A similar position Aloom at the latter's requ1!st on 1 or Dr. Silver ;ind whom DI'. Sii-
, <'lai111ell i.u b'e lh~ policy 1,r tllt l \t!r ·~ sl.1lure with Lis Ul'illianL r~• !was taken by the Baltimore Zion- the eve o[ the m~ettng or the lt'o• , ver's assnmptron or leadel'shlp ; i Ext!1 uth'I::.'. B.en Glll'!on waut~d to cord o! achievement was bound to 'l ists. A simila i· resolution was relg11 A!rain Committee or tbe jhad necessarll7 displaced. Viewed I 
ror,·e DI'. We1zmo.nn s resignation entail con equences or a most adopted by the leaders of the House, urging Mr. Bloom to p1·0- against that murky background l hy tendering his own. A rather serious nature. Was lhe anti- Pittsburgh di tr i<"t , representing a ceed u be had planned to pro- ' or. resentment and personal hos- : 

1 striking parallel to the Wise-Sil- Sil\'er group so lacking In imaglu· membersllip or ti0 OO. There ls con- t'eed In securing an arrtrlhative!' tlhty, the P.llminatlon or Dr. Sil· 
jver s!t11:ltion herf'! atiou, so consumed by pusion that !liderable evidence that while in 1vote by bis committee. Dr. Sil· ver ·.1as not an act or justice but 
I they wel'e blind to all storm slg- the Ad mini ' tr Ive Council Mr, I Yt!I' took this action ou November a gross ml!!carrlage of justice. 1l 
j A Hl<~1'Tt,;R E:XAMPl,l,~ nals? Could they not foresee tlie Neumann's l' sol utlon demanding 1 2 th In 01·der to he1, the Resolu-1 was not dlctaled by purely objec· 
; Inevitable consequences: a violent the recall or r·. Silver was de· lion alive pending an intervlew !tlve polltlcal considerations bnl 
; Rut what happened in that reaction in the whole Jewh!h reated by 2 to 1, eutlment thru- which h aud Senator Wagner] the consummation of a vendetta. 
, ":1se'( 1'eitber the Yishuv nol' lhe press, the upsurge or an outraged out the country is 4 or 5 to 1 in were to have with the Secretary , It was a ruthleH and destructive 
j.1/.ioni t wo1•Jd would hl::.'ar c,f re- public opinion, the revolt amont the opposite dil Pttion. A true re- of State a rew days later for the \act, hurtful to the rau e an~ I 
1 slg11a.tions. Zion isl publ.ic opinion the Zionist masses, the rift witbln 1 ~a:-d tor the pl' ln ciples of democ- J)urpose of securing official ap-l me nae lug the unity and integrity 

1 

i 111 Isled that both leaders remain the Movement aud the harmrut 1·aey would hav~ uggested giving proval to the passage or the Re-,ot tlle Organiza(ion. It wlll not 

lat their posts ancl compose their l repercusslom1 in the politi, ·alj an opportunity ror all district I solution in both Houses. If Dr. be eully forgiven or forgotten. bt 
t'li!tereuces. The er! Is in the world botb here and abroad., and re1ion1 to e:preu themHlVU \Sliver exceeded hi• suthorlty tn ~he Zluuhu of this country. I 



·-

February 26, 1945 

JM.emorandum on meeting of executive board members (about 80 ersons), New York 

Region, Hadassa.h Business and t' rofessional Women, at the hotel liotham in Liew York 

City on ~unday, February 25. 

In the course of her reply to pointed ~uest oning from the floor following 

her t lk on Zjonist political affairs, Mrs. Samuel Halprin gave this account of 

certain actions of Dr. Si lver in u the Dewey and Roosevelt statements: 

Contrary to some reports, she said, the statement from the ~resident had 

been obtained prior to the Dewey statement. However, when it was brought it) 

to an Emergency Council meeting, the members thought that it would be posible to 

obtain a better statement. When Dr. Silver learned that a Roosevelt statement 

had beai obtained, he went out and obtained a statement from Dewey _!ithout 

informing the other Conncil members and gave this statement to the press. Dr. ~lver 

kept the news of the Dewey statement from the Emergency Council members until 

near the very end of the meeting. In the neantime, he urged that the Council 

dro the IDELtter of the President's statement altogether-this while they were 

still ignorant that the »ewey statement had been obtained and released. 

The indictment of Dr. Silver in1plied in this story acted as a crushing 

rebuttal to the questioners. 

Today, I telephoned Mrs. Halprin to make sure that I had beard correctly 

and so as not to misquote her. She corroborated the account point by point, 

and repeated that she had been present at that Council meeting. I asked 

whether the story was intended to im~ly that Dr. Silver had favored Dewey at 

the expense of z :onism, and she interrupted to say that she implied nothing; 

she ffas merely stating the facts. 
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Mrs. Halprin asked what I wanted the information for, and I said t hat as a 

j ournaliet it was my business to be informed. She declared that she had sr,oken to 

Hadassah "within the fami:cy" and did not think i t was my place to write anything 

about her speech, if that was my intention. She said t hat, i ~ she wAnted to 

engage i n public controversy with Dr. Silver, she had plenty of pl atforms and writing 

space at her disposal, but she implied that Hadassah1s policy was to avoid public 

discussion of the rift and t hat I would be disloyal in promoting such discussion. 

I then a ~1 Pd her what her sources were for her assertion at yesterday's 

meeting that ~he Z~onist leaders had reason to believe that the 'll.lestion of 

Palestine had come up at Yalta and Malta, in the face of the statement by a highly­

placed British official, reported in t he JTA of February 23, that "no plan for 

Palestine was discussed at the conferences held by Roosevelt and Churchil l with 

the ,1rab kings." She answered that, although they had not as yet had an opportunity 

to see anyone who bad returned from the conferences, the Zionist leaders had 

reason to believe, before Roosevelt left ~i t alics mine) that the Ps.1estine situation 

would be taken up at the Big Three conference! 

l 
Dorothy Adelscn 
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'1t t e m etin of ' a P. N or Re on on un ,. I , 

F bruary 25 t the uotel Got am, • L' a. t ern -n a mE d from t Q 1 tfo:r11 
concerning Dr. Abb h1 _lel b : ver' act i ons i"l connect on t l1 he Roo ov lt 
and De,re st · tem n s o Pale a ine. Since t l.ia st temPn re cted on l r. 
' ilver' s i tegri ., and t he sincerity of is Zlon1 ,, m n: · H rs 
er relieved to find t it{Jid not c e . he acts. 

The , follo s: A t tem nt ron Pr ~ident lloosev lt 
on Pali» stine brou t in to t .. u. r enc C nncil ecutive meetin on 
Octo oer 12. r. ~- ver 1 amed th ,t a Roosevelt stat m nt h be n 
o . ained, h went ou d oc· ain d . t te ent rom candida D hut 
inform n • th o her Counc· 1 meml- rs, nd ave t hi n s ,e mt to t '1 . P s. 
K e inp.; t he ewe of t 1e De / tem n rorn t l1 Em 1' .nc. Council 
m h.ere, Dr. lver ur ~ed h 4t th Council drop t ½ mat~ r o t he Pre.ident's 
st tement alto ~ether. 

Th mi"lute o i' t he c o r l ~" e. eou ive comDli tee m ting of e 
. r er 'one;, Counci 1 tell di , f e,..ent story. !Jurin· , first p· rt o J e 
.eeting, t he di c sa on cen ered abou t he f act that Dr. St ph n S. .1 

' ,d sobe ed i stri ct:on +'ro h C unc 1 hr1 aine , t ~ !llt 
fro tne P~ • i snt without ellin • Dr. Silver, hi ·· co-er ninaan, llll? hing 
bout it. Dr. Silver h d l P med o~ i t only roa 1 reoort int' e ew 

York Tim ,a t t mornin ·r . Cen ur ·a . nl o ·p ~ :)s ~d of r. Ii e' a a ment 
as he s leavin~ t ·L Pr i ent, s re or.t d in h pr s , th t h did 
not kno"' "''or om he ld vote, for he Pr dent or for he Democr tic 
c ndi d te. .lt a . ..i:i t 1, t i , ~ "lot r p r Z1oni t spokesm n to 
iv8 t ~e impr .ssion t h t t . ol . Z oni t tied to e 

DE1noc~atic rty. 

Dr. Si lv r t no ::>oint u s ed t · t th Council dr o the tter of 
o inin a sta em t fro■ the P sident alto . t 1,er. ue '"'aid ( 1 ·otin e 
minut ) • e a no seen the inal , at t t e. 1ee submi ted to 
t he Pre ident for a. ro . Ir t 1e sage embo 1 s wh t he i i jc •ted with 
t he o Jecti on ;i.,ile ~1rases out, 1 is ot a ~ • t ment, d may do us 
~ood. It puts t he Pre ident n ea'J ort of t 10 pl .nk in the Demer tic 
Party 1 tfor .• 

Dr. Silver t hen t ed t r. t, o indioa th, t t } re is no rt an l i_.p 
lio'list mov ent, he had ?rocur d a st ement fro■ r. a e • After t e 
t em nt a e d to th co ee, Rabbi iller r called t ! , t it had 

in t he 
Dew 
be decided :'IL mr t t 1 ...,t meetin t . t, follo t ~en from 
r. ~osevelt, we shoulJ try o ~et on f rom r. y. 

bus, t ·, inc-1 ent th . of '°ici 1 ainu+es com .. letely 
t eli l:)S t n , esa.; on iven A 'oth m m et n, \.1 t r. Silv r, 
in hi impli d . rti n . for ► , , , ... r• n • to su )Dre R t Pre ident•s 
s " ment alto ;,:,. 0 r. A;1ter inv .,. ,1 tin . t •l, ator· a ·ut Dr. c lv r and 
findin -~ it in orr ct, eve 1 H H ah members ho at t .e J"'Otel 
Gotham etin1, dee· ded 1 •mld only e fair to 1 t t n to 

mm as os i --1 o t ose who 1ad • e n in"" r11ed. 

I II 
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erican Zioni t Policy Committee 

5b rlest 42nd str 
New York City 
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0 THE \ ENt S ZIO IST 01 GANIZATION Olt., ERICA, I ·c. 
p HADASSAH 

y 1819 Broadi ay, Ne York, N. Y. 

July 6th, 1945. 

Dear Chapter President and Political Chairman• 

As you kno , for some time no a committee appointed by tht. Zion st 
0 eani7Ation of America has been exploring the possibility of resoltt.ng the contro­
versy relating to the American Zionist Emergency Council. 

A formula for reorganization has been accepted by the Z.O.A. Executive Committ e 
as a basis for further negotiations. Tr.is formula has not yet been presented to 
the National Board of Hada, seh or to the E(nergency Council but will be discussed 
next eek by both thfec:-e bodies. "le will let you kno as oon as po sible ,-rhat 
action flo s from the forthcoming discussions. 

Ordinaril~r we rould have aited until after the meetings to present the full 
picture to you, but there has been an attack on Had esah by the Yiddish Pre~ hich 
has erroneously charged Hadassah with obstructing eace. Nothing can be further 
from the truth than this accusation. Thoe Hadassah members who have seen the pro­
posal~, bile in agreement with the general ir dtives, have made certain criticisms 
and reoommendations for change. To interpret uch recommendations as a desire to 
ballc the peace is irresponsible critici-sm and must be discoure ed. 

We depend on you should you be approached to make it clear that (1) Hadassah 
is as actively interested as any other gr,oup in resolving the difficulties that 
hav~ disturbed the American Zioni t cene in the last fe months, and in building 
up a strong and effective instrument for the futherance of Zionist aims in this 
country; (2) Hadassah has Joined wholeheartedly in extending to Dr. Silver an invi­
tation to return to leadership; (3) Hadassah holds firm to its prero?-ative to judge 
the proposals on their merits and to give its best efforts to ards reorganizing the J 
form arxi structure of the Council o that it will serve the best intere ts of our f: 

movement. 

From experience we have learned at great cost that disseniion may arise as 
easily from badly conceived organization as from vital difference. We ant to 
avoid this. We ill support the type of reorganization that in our opinion ill 
a ure proper deliberation and consider•tion of the problems that face us in the 
difficult days ahead. You ill hear from u again shortly. 

SincE)rely yours, 

Mrs. Moses P. Ep tein 
NE!tional President 
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AMERIC,,N ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of .American Zionist Emergency Council Date July 16, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed herewith for your information is a memo ran<ium dated July 16 

with enclosure which was sent to Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees. 

HLS:CLD 
Enc. 

-
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' AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date July 16, 1945 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

On Thursdcy night, July 12, the American Zionist Emergency Council voted unanimously to recall Dr. Abba Hillel Silver to political leadership. Enclosed is a press release which gives you full details of the ap·oroved agreement. You will note tha.t Dr. Stephens. Wise and Dr, Silver were elected Joint Cha.irmen of the Council and that Dr. Silver ,-,as named 
Chairman of its Executive Committee. 

Following that meeting, the Executive Committee of the Council was con­vened and on the recommendation of Dr, Silver, I was electea. Executive Director of the Council. It goes ,-rithout saying that I am hup::'Y to return to my former position and. to have the o:pJ~ortunity of working with your Committee as in former days. 

At the moment, we are busily engaged. in developing our program for the future. As soon as that is completed I shall be in touch with you. 

Now that the breach in our movement has been healed on a national basis, I know that that unity will be reflected locally. With the mobilization of all our Zionist forces, it is our profound hope that we will go forvaro. united to the achievement of our objective_,.. the reconstitution of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Commonwealth. 

Regards. 

HLS:MH 
Enc. 
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PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associat,d Organi:atio,u: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zioo 
342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RE!,EASE 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL REORGANIZED; DR. SILVER RECALLED TO LEADERSHIP 

---------
l)R. WISE AND DR. SILVER NAMED JOINT CHAIRMEN OF COUNCIL; 

DR. SILVER IS CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE; 

EMANUEL lirEUMANN AND LOUIS LIPSKY MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE 

- - - ,.. ... .. 
"ZIONIST FRONT IS ONCE AGAIN UNITED AND STRONG" -- SILVER AND WISE 

... - - - -- -
New York - The reorganization of the American Zionist Emergency Council, with 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver of Cleveland and Dr, Stephen S, Wise of ~ew York elected 

to serve as joint chairmen of the Council and Dr. Silver named chairman of its 

Executive Committee, was announced tod~ by the Council's headquarters at 342 

Madison Avenue, New York Ci!y. The Council speaks for all major Zionist organi­

zations in the United States - the Zionist Organization of .America, Hadassah, 

Mizrachi and Poale Zion. 

The return of Dr. Silver to active leaderchip of American ·zionist political 

work marks an end to the dispute over policy which has existed in Zionist ranks 

since December, 1944, when he resigned. The reorganization has also served to 

unite the Zionist leadership of this country behin~ a program of vigorous action. 

Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver issued the following statement on the reprganizatio~ 

"It is with deep satisfaction that we announce the liquidation of the differences 

which have existed in the American Zionist Emergency Council during the past six 

months. The American Zionist front is once again united and strone;. We can now 

speak effectively in the name of the entire Zionist membership of our country 

(more) 
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at the forthcoming World Zionist Conference in London. Our people 1s resolve to 

work indefatigably towards the achievement of our historic goal is stren ,thened; 

and with all our resources mobilized we will bend every effort towards the 

reconstitution of Palestine as a free and democratic Jewish Common\•realth." 

The reorganization agreement, which was approved at a meetinf; of the Conn -11 

held on Thursday evening, July 12th, :provid.es that two of the Zionist Orcanization 

of America's designees on the Council shall be persons recommended by Dr. Silver 

and that the Executive Committee shall be enlarged by the addition of Louis Li~sky 

and Emanuel Neumann as members at large. Mr . Neumann led the moverient to restore 

unity in Zionist ranks through the re Cc:l.ll of Dr, Silver to leadership. The agree­

ment also states that "all executive and administrative responsibility shall be 

vested in the Executive Committee of the Council." 

Immediately followin~ the meeting of the Conncil on Thursday, Dr. Silver 

called a meeting of the ~xecutive Committee, at which the reap1)ointment of an 

Executive Di rector and key members of the exec,1ti ve ota.ff was approved. The 

reappointed executives are: Harry L. Shapiro, Executive Director; Harold P. r anson, 

Director of Information; Abe Tuvim, Director of Activities with Cooperating Organi­

z~tions, and Harry A. Steinberg, Assistant in Charge of Special Events. 

The terms of the reorgan.ization follow: 

1) The :Emergency Council shall be headed by Dr. Stephen s. i'7ise and Dr. 

Abba Hillel Silver as joint chairmen. They shall J'lreside at alternate mcetinc;s 

of the Council. 

2) Judge Levinthal, as acting President of the Zionist Organization of 

.America, with the approval and support of Judge Morris Rothenberg and 'iir. Louis 

Lipsky, members of the z. O.A. Peace Committee, agrees to recom ,1end to the Executive 

Committee of the z.o.A. that the z.o.A. shall designate its representatives on the 

Council with the understanding that two of its designees, and their special alter­

nates, sh~ll be :persons reeommended by Dr. Silver; and that those two dosigneos 

and their special alternates shall have freedom of action. 
(more) 
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3) All executive a.nd administrative resJJOnsibility shalJ. be vested in the 

Executive Cor:unittee of the Council. Dr. Silver shall be its Chairman, and Ha,rii!l 

Greenberg, Leon Gellman and Hannan Shulman (or their party substitutes) shall be 

its Vice-Chairmen. Mrs. Rose Halprin shall continue as Treasurer of the Council. 

( It was decided that Hadassah shDJ.l have the option of choosin[~ a vice-chainnanship 

or retaining the treasurership). 

4) The Executive Committee shall be enlarged by the adc'.i tion of Mr1 Louis 

Lipsky and Mr. Emanuel Newnann as members at large. 

5) A Board of Officers shall be created in which are to be L1cluded the . 
six officers of the Council and of the Executive Committee. The Board shall meet 

between meetings of the Executive Committee to consider steps to be t:.ik:en in line 

with policies already agreed upon with regard to such matters as may require prompt 

action, and it shall have such other functions as the Executive Committee may from 

time to time decide. (If Hadassah chooses a vice-chairmanship, this paragraph shall 

read: "A Board of Officers shall be created in which are to be included the two 

co-chainnen of the Council and the four vice-chairmen of the Executi re Committee, 

etc. n) 

The Chainnan of the Executive Committee shall be the Chairman of the Board 

of Officers and shall preside at its meetings. In his absence Dr. 1lise shall be 

the presiding officer • 

Meetings of the Board shall be called by the Chainnan ,.1/hencver required and 

s~-1all also be called when requested by any three members of the Bourd. :Each of the 

Joint Chairmen of the Council shall have the right to name ~- i,roxy to attend meet­

ings of the Board in his absence and to vote in his stead. 

6) The Chairman of the E."'Cecutive Committee shall have the right to name, 

i·li th the approval of the Executive Comr.ii ttee, an Executive Director o.nd other key 

members of the staff. 

7) The members of the Executive of the Jewish Agency in the Uniteq States 

(more) 
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shall be invited to participate without vote in the meetings of the Council, of 

the Executive Committee and of the Board of Officers. It is understood that a 

similar invitation will be extended to the Joint Chairmen of the Council to 

participate in meetings of the members of the Jet·rish Agency Executive in the 

United States. 

--30--

wl64 - 7/16/45 



DR. ABBA HILLEL SILVER'S RESIGNATION 

- - -
A MEMORANDUM 

The appalling and long festering situation within the American Zionist 
Emergency Council which led to the resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as co­
chairman of the Council and as chairman of its Executive CorM1ittee is known to very 
few. Those of us who had been in daily contact with the political work of our 
movement but who could not in conscience continue after Dr. Silver and his pro ram 
were ruthlessly sacrificed, have resolved that you shall have the facts. You who 
have done such a magnificent job during the past year, are entitled to the truth. 

In a memorandum dated December 12th, you were informed of much that had 
transpired in Washington in connection with the Palestine resolutions. That mem­
orandum avoided any reference to the shocking conditions which obtained in official 
Zionist circles during this period. But after all that has taken place, and with 
wild rumors agitating our people throughout the country, we regard it as a solemn 
duty to pass on as many of the important facts as can be encompassed within the 
pace of this memorandum. 

At a meeting of the American Zionist Emergency Council on October 30th and at 
a subsequent meeting, it wa.s a.greed that the "green light" should be obtained from 
the State Department and the President before we pressed for action on the resolu­
tion. This was done, not out of a desire to avoid offending the State Department 
or the President, but. to protect ourselves aga.in t the kind of opposition which we 
encountered la.st Spring. No one anticipated any s rious difficulty in view of 
Secretary Stimson's letter lifting the military ban, the President's own statement 
of October 15th, etc. Accordingly, Dr. Silver, Dr. lise and D . . ahum Goldmann 
called on Mr. Stettinius on November 9th to get the "green light." 

•r. Stettinius had no opinion of his ovm, but said that he would consult with 
the President. It is altogether false to suggest, as has been suggested, that 
Dr. Silver or the other members of the delegation which called on Mr. Stettinius gave 
any promise, expressed or implied, that we would give up the resolution if the State 
Department or the President registered objections. If anyone gave such a promise, it 
was done before or after the interview with Mr. Stettinius - and not by tr. Silver. 

ta meeting of the Emergency Council on November 21st, Dr. 1ise reporte1 
that on November 15th Mr. Stettinius had telepho1ed to him and had ~aid that the 
Preeident thought we should not proceed t·ith action on the resolution and that the 
matter should be left with him for a little while longer. In the discussion that 
follo ed, it was clear that the Council ,as not atisfied that Mr. Stettinius• reply 
definitely clo~ed the matter. On the contrary, it ~as felt by quite a few that a 
mistake had been made in goi g to r. Stettinius in the first place, that we should 
have assumed that the "green 1 ght" ha, in fact, been given by President Roosevelt 
in his statement of October 15th. Dr. Silver urged that a strong effort should be 
ma e to induce the President to clange his mind, but Dr. Wise argued against such 
action, declaring that the President was leavin the country almost immediately. 
Dr. Wise emphasized further that Congress would adjourn in a few days and that he had 
been assured th tour resolu ion coul not po sibly be acted upon in the closing 
days of this Congress. Dr. Vise wus badly mi~informed in both of these matters. 

The Council agreed that a strong effort should be made to reach President 
Roosevelt. It v1as clear from Dr. ''ise ' s attitude that if the matter ere left to 
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him, no earnest effort would be made to urge the President to change his mind. As 
far as he was concerned, the resolution might just a.swell di.e. 

The President was not in Washington and could not be reache1. It was not 
until December 2nd, 11 days after the meeting of the Council, that Senator Wagner, 
who was deeply committed to the resolution, wrote a personal letter to the President, 
in which he explained the situation as he saw it and appealed to the President to 
withdraw his objections. Meanwhile, important events had already taken place -­
without any pressure on Dr. Silver's part. For many months your committee, along 
with the ot her local Emergency Councils, had been interviewing your Senators and 
Representatives, Congressmen-elect and other public officials, and obtaining pledges 
from them to vote for our resolution. All members of Congress received our book, 
"America and Palestine" which contained the printed opinions of nearly 400 members 
of the 78th Congress. Senator Wagner informed the Convention of the Zionist Or­
ganization of America that the President• s statement clears the way for Congressional 
action on the Palestine resolutions. Secretary Stimson had lifted the milita y ban. 
The ZOA Convention called for speedy action on the Palestine resolution. Congress­
man Bloom had announced that he would summon a meeting of his Committee to consi'ier 
the Palestine resolution on November 15th. In short, the Congress, which all of us 
had been cultivating for a full year, was set for action and the sponsors of the 
re8olutions inslsted upon discharging their obligations to the Jewi sh people. 

Dr. Silver had vdred Dr.· Wise on November 22nd, the c.ay after the Council's 
meeting, to this effect: "Because of strike here (in Clevela~d) could not reach you 
by telephone. Strongly urge you to contact Bloom immediately and urge him to see 
the Chief and persuade him to give clearance to resolutions ... Please inform me by 
telegram or telephone results of conversation 1ith Bloom." 

Dr. Wise never replied to this telegram. 

On the very day that Dr. Silver arrived in Washington (Nov. 27) he went to 
see Congressman Bloom to urge him-to get in touch with the President. Congressman 
Bloom, a staunch ~upporter of President Roosevelt, declared that he did not need any 
new "green light." He had already made his own soundings. He stated that he was 
going forward with the resolution. Congressman Bloom requested that Dr. Silver 
write him a letter indicating approval of the course he was following. Dr. Silver 
complied with Mr. Bloom's request in order that the resolution be kept alive pendi ng 
negotiations with the Administration. As you know, faYorable action was taken in 
t he House Forejgn Affairs Committee on Wednesday, November 29th. 

When Dr. Silver met with Senator Wagner on Tuesday, November 28th, the 
Senator had no plans to see the President to persuade him to remove his objecti.ons, 
despite the fact that Dr. Wise and Mr. Shulman had seen Senator Wagner in Atlantic 
City on November 26th. But Senator Wagner was, nevertheless, determined to go into 
the meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee the next morning and ha.ire his 
re...,olution considered. On that same Tuesday, Mr. Shulman telephoned Senator Wagner's 
secretary in tashington and gave him many reasons as to why the Senator should use 
his efforts to postpone consideration of the resolution by the Senate Committee. This 
was not Mr. Shulman's mission. Three men -- Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise and Mt". Shulman -­
had been authorized and directed to try to persuade the Administration to change its 
mind, not to urge Sena tors at1d Congressmen to desist from working for the passage of 
the resolution. 

As on earlier occaslons, our leaders were working at cross purposes. Dr. Wise 
nd Mr. Shulman were pressing Senator Wagner to have his resolution shelved, and 
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Dr. Silver, following the clear line indicated by the Council, wao urging the Senator 
to get in touch with the President. Senator Wagner found himself the victim of two 
opposing forces pulling in different directions. He was telephoned a score of times 
from New York by people, all of whom spoke in the name of the Emergency Council or 
of Zionists. Senator Wagner was baffled and confused -- and understandably so. 

On Saturday evening, December 2nd, when Dr. Silver arrived in Pittsburgh to 
attend the American Jewish Conference, the situation was the following: the resolu­
tion in the Senate was hanging fire, pending word from Mr. St0ttinius and a reply 
from President Roosevelt to Senator Wagner's letter. Senator Wagner and Dr. Silver 
were awaiting e.n appo:i.ntment with Mr. Stettinius scheduled for noon on Monday. 
There was little doubt that the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was determined to 
act -- without being prodded or pressed. The House Foreign Affairs Committee had 
already acted favorably and its action had been warmly hailed by the Jewish press, 
by the Jewish public and by most of the leaders of the Zionist parties. 

When he arrived in Pittsburgh, Dr. Silver planned to call together the members 
of the Interim Committee, co~sisting of the co-chairmen of the Council and the repre­
sentatives of the Jewish Agency, which, the Council had ruled, was to consult on 
urgent political affairs between meetings of the Emergency Council. To his amaze­
ment he discovered, upon his arrival, that Dr. Israel Goldstein had during the day 
called a meeting of the Executive Committee of tha z. O. A. to discuss the Palestine 
Resolutions, despite the fact that neither the Interim Committee nor the Council had 
as yet discussed the matter, and that Dr. Silver, who was closest to the whole 
situation, was not present to supply accurate information. The halls of the William 
Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh were buzzing with rumors, fragments of information and 
misinformation. What Zionist purpose Dr. Goldstein intended to serve by calling this 
meeting, at such a time and place, where hundreds of delegates including non-Zionists 
were gathered not for a Zionist convention but for the American Jewish Conference, 
is incomprehensible. Nothing but mischtef could result from such hasty and ill­
considered opinions expressed on insufficient and largely inadequate data. Here 
was the start of a campaign to "run down" the resolution passed by the House 
Committee and to discredit Dr. Silver, whose name had been so closely identified 
with the resolution. 

Dr. Wise declined to attend the meeting of the Interim Committee which 
Dr. Silver had called in Pittsburgh. Tpe other members of this Committea who did 
attend received all the essential facts from Dr. Silver. 

Dr. Wise called an unauthorized meeting of the Emergency Council in Pittsburgh 
for Sunday evening, December ·5 (the Council's Constitution clearly provides that no 
special meeting of the Council can be called without three days' notice.) This 
meeting resulted in nothing except a request that Dr. Silver meet with the heads of 
the four parties represented in the Council to consider what should be done in case 
the President persisted in his objection. Dr. Silver had to leave for Washington 
i.rnmediately after his report to the American Jewish Conference, and rushed from the 
platform to the train. 

On Monday, December 4, Dr. Silver, together with Senator Wagner, had an in­
tervi.ew with Mr. Stettinius. Both were shocked and amazed when they were shown a 
telegram sent by Dr. Wise from Pittsburgh to Mr. Stettinius, which in so many words 
stated that while Dr. Wise wished the resolution passed, he was prepared to, acquiesce 
in its deferment if the Administration so desired. This, in effect, told the Ad­
ministration that the Jews of P..merica would quickly reconcile themselves to the 
deferment of the resolution, and that Dr. Wise, co-chairman of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council, could be counted upon to defend the Administration's stand. 
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iben considered in retrospect , it becomes quite clear that r . is~•s un uthorized 
tele rP.m, c,ent without the prior lr..nov:ledge of the Council or of r. Silver, scale::i 
the fate of the Pal ~tine reJolution . 

~r . Stettinius told Senator v:agner a!'ld Dr . Silver that he v;o' wm_d q t.ely 
tr nsmit to the President the case as preacnted to him by them . (He characterized 
the case presented by Dr . Silver ns "unanswerable .") 

It must e borne in mind that every member of the Senat e Forei
0
n Relations 

Committee received teleeramo from the President 01 the ZOA , urging favor ble action 
on the Palectine resolut i on . Simi lar telegrams wee sent by the heads of the othe 
parties . The telegram sent by D:r . Israel Golcst,.,in on December ~th opened with the 
statement : " Je earnestly urge you to report favorably the Palestine r esolution for 
adoption by the present Congress ." As of Tuesday, Dec ~ber 5th then , the resi1 ents 
o the Zionist parties in the United States - - including Dr. Goldstein - - wer 
officially urging the Senate Committee to act , not to defer action ! If there was a 
deci-ion ag irr.t taking such steps and if the decis on was bind:1..ng and unalterable , 
then clearly the sending of such telegrams by the Zionist leaders was either a 
violatlon of these decisions or a reversal of earlier decisions . It is as clear 
a pikestaff that if the resolution had been approved , all the Zionist leaders ·ould 
tave agerly shared the cr edit for that achievement . Now that it has been de~erred , 
t e s.:.tt:'"'tion is , of course , qu··te cifferent ... 

What happened in t he meetings of the Senate Foreign Relations Comrr::.ttee , you 
have learned f rom our earlier memorandum . I t was quite clear to the State Depart-
ent that the Committee was intent upon reportin favorably on the res lution. The 

State Der,a.rtmcnt then adopted another method to a.chiev its end, the deferment of 
action on t he resolution. They tri ed t o get the Zionists themselves to wi t hdraw the 
resolution . The Zioni s t s were t o assume the rol of lobbyists against tteir own 
E6asure . Someone got in touch t ith Dr . ~ise , pre~ur:,ably on ~ednesday, December 6th 
or early Thursday morning, Decemb r 7th, for by Thur~day noon Senator Connally was 
infor mi g Senator Taft that the resolution would not pas the Committee , ecaur-e 
Dr . ·:ise and the Zionists of New York would ... oon e heard from . On the afternoo of 
tho Eame day , Mr . Stettinius telephoned Senator Wagner an asked. him hethe he had 
already heard f om Dr~ Viise and t he Zionists of New York about with rard ng the 
r esolution . 

Dr . Wisc lost no time in cowplyinG \it the rcqu0st ma' e of hjm . He ~lled 
v.o ee inss , eeain in violation of const itutional principles , and a.t the e meetings 

it was decided to sc1d a delegation representing tho 4 parties in the Council to 
~·ashing-tori to arrange for the deferment of the resolutions . The ! izrachi Or aniza­
tion voted a .ains t this roposal and refused t o parti cipate in the delegation . The 
dele~ation , eaded y Dr . Israel Goldstein, arrived in Washington o Friday morning, 
D.c€mbcr 8t h . I t had been instructed to see Dr . Silver befo e oing t o the Capitol 
a d that nothing was t o be done until they had spoken with Dr . Silver . But by 8: 30 
A. 1- ., Dr . Vise ha.d already tele honed Senator ~agr:e ... , a.gain urging him to ask for 
deferment . 

. 
TLe delegation was advised by r . Silver that it houl not m kc the Zionist 

movemcrit r l oiculous in Wa.s1 ington by requesti g t e shel ing of a re"'olution v;hich 
a.11 o:!: us he.. beer urgir:g u on Congress for almost a ear . Dr . Silver oint o t 
trl t the ~r.a ,0, Co mj_tt ~_g was pressing for it, t at it ·•a.s not the duty of Z onist 
le.'3ders o pr ess for deferment , that it was enough to indicate to the State Dcpart­
rr.ent that the r; ioni t, leaders \' ere not press ng the resolution ut that the rr.atter 
V, u.S i n the .ands of the Sen te Comrr.ittee , ·hi rn was bent on action . 
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The dele ation saw r. Stettinius, Senator agner and Senator Connally, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and discussed various compromise 
proponals which had been considered in the discussion with Dr. Silver. The delega­
tion made it clear to Mr. Stettinius that the Zionist leaders were not pressing for 
action. While the Secretary of State thought well of a compromise whereby the 
resolution would be voted out by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with the 
understanding that it would not come to the floor of the Senate for final action at 
that session of Congress, this proposal was turned down by Senator Connally. The 
anti-Zionist elements in ashington who were anxious to see the resolution shelved, 
felt very confident -- the very presence of the delegation of Zionist leaders out­
side the doors of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee indicated that the plan to 
get the Zionists to disown their own measure was succeeding. Members of the Senate 
Committee saw what was happening. The Jews themselves were divided and did not know 
what they wanted after they had conducted an intensive campaign in cehalf of the 
Palestine resolutions for almost a year -- and all this was happening only 48 hours 
after the very same Zionist leaders had sent telegrams to every member of the Senate 
Committee urging favorable action on the resolution! 

The delegation of Zionists was actually invited by Senator Connally to come 
in and address the meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Fortunately, 
they refused this invitation. 

What took place at the last two meetings of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee you have learned from the earlier memorandum. You lmow that the State 
Department has assumed full responsibility for the deferment of action. You have 
seen the statement issued by the State Department. You know, too, the attitude of 
the members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee aa indicated by the statement 
which twelve of its members -- seven Democrats and five Republicans, constituting 
two-thirds of the Committee members who considered the resolution -- made: "··· we 
wish to record our own personal approval of the Resolution." 

When Dr. Silver presented a complete report of ~hat had tranGpired in con­
nection with the resolutions to the Emergency Council on December 20th, he made a 
cet.8.iled and comprehensive analysis of the present situation and submitted a program 
of action which he urged the Council to consider. He also urged that a sub-committee 
be appointed to make a careful study of the Council's organizational structure with 
an eye to the greater efficiency and the smoother functioning of the Council and t e 
avoidance of such tragic pulling at cross purposes in the future. 

Dr. Silver's statement and an account of what transpired at the last two 
meetings of the Council cannot be covered adequately in this rnemor dum. Suffice 
it to say that the small group which had been quietly opposing Dr. Silver and 
fru trating some of his most important efforts almost from the very moment he was 
nawe to lead American Zionist political work, refused to deal with questions of 
policy. They were out to "get" Dr. Silver. This clique, composed chiefly of the 
representatives of the Zionist Organization of America on the Council, created an 
"issue" -- Dr . Silver had "contravened" the Council's decisions . They could not 
wait to settle their score v,ith him immediately. A motion to censure Dr. Silver was 
cquarelY. rejected. However, a motion callin for the resignation of "all officers" 
of the Council was made, following which another motion to table this last proposal 
was defeated. Dr. Silver then resigned. 

The ludicrous ess of tre trumped up charges against Dr. Silver becomes 
obvious after o e surveys the account of what really took p]ace in Washington . It 
~hould be added that there Lave been occasions when there~ contravention of the 
Council ' s decisions, hen ~ionist leaders Mg acted independently and broken 
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discipline, and when such actions had damaging effects on our work -- but the gentle­
men of the Z. O. A. in the Council not only refrained from censuring such acts, but 
condoned them, actually gave them moral support and encouragement. Dr. Silver was 
not one of the leaders whose actions were under fire. But that is a story requiring 
a chapter of its own. 

Here, then, is an important part of this tragic story. We have dealt with 
first things first, and have given you an account of some important happenings in 
connection with the Palestine resolutions. Other important aspects of this critical 
situation, as well as a discussion of the basic and vital question of policy in­
volved here (which is really the core of the problem) must be dealt with separately. 
This basic question of policy should be fairly clear to you from this memorandum and 
from Dr. Silver's statement of resignation: "I shall continue to advocate ... a 
policy in which timidity, appeasement and backstairs •diplomacy• will have no place." 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Formerly Executive Director, 
American Zionist Emergency Council 

Harold P. Manson 

Formerly Director of Information, 
American Zionist Emergency Council 



STATEJENT BY DR. _\B~A. HILLEL , ITVFR 

I have been requested to comment on the statements issued by Dr. Israel Goldstein 
which purport to give the facts connected with the controversy which developed in 
the American Zionist Emergency Council . Dr . Goldstein ' s facts suffer from deft 
distortions, twists and significant omissions , which give a false and misleading 
account of what actually transpired . 

1) Dr . Goldstein states that at a meeting of the Emergency Council on October 30, 
it was unanimously decided not to press for the resolutions unless and until the 
preliminary approval of the Executive branch of the Government shall have been se­
cured . No such decision was taken by the Erner ency Council on October 30. In fact 
no decisions whatsoever were taken at that meeting . The minutes of the meeting 
quote me as sayine: "':le will not go ahead with the resolution without fully ca -
vassing the situation . If the answer from the State Department is at all vague, I 
would not recommend proceeding with it . " This precaution was suggested, not out of 
a desire not to offend the State Department or the President, but in order to pro­
tect ourselves against the kind of surprise which was jumped on us last Spring . The 
Council wanted to make doubly sure before it moved; but no one really expected any 
opposition in view of all that had transpired in the preceding months. 

At tr...at same meeting I reported (and I quote from the minutes of the meetin~) "thnt 
in a _ticipation of the reconsideration of the resolution when Congress reconvenes , 
the Emergen y Council has been e ga ed in stimulating afresh the interest of the 
members of the House Foreign Affairs and Senate Foreign Relations Committees. The 
local emergency committees in communities in which t hese members resided had been 
asked to approach them again and to bring them up to date on recent developments and 
to su gest that early action on the resolution, w en Congress reconvenes, would be 
desirable . The results so far are gra tifyine. '' 

Thus the Council, on October 30, was fully info~med that continued activit1.es in 
behalf of our resolution were going on and would continue in Washingt on and all 0 1er 
the country. It is false to suggest even by implication that t e Erncr gen y Council 
at its meeting on October 50 o~dered ~11 of our activities in behalf of thP r~~olu­
tton to be dis o tinued. It merely directed that we explore the mind of the State 
Department on our resolution, and there v,as a consensus of opinion that if the 
State Department attitude as found to be negative, we would then not proceed with 
the resolutions. Until such time, however, activities in behalf of the resolution 
were not to be discontinued , nor was word to gb out that we were even considering a 
possible postponement . 

Inquiries were accordi gly made at the State Department, and at the meeting on 
ovember 21, Dr. ~ise reported "that Mr. Stettinius had telephoned him and informed 

him that he had seen the President who urged that nothing be done about the bill at 
this time and that the matter be left in his hands a little while longer . " 

This, however, did not satisfy the members of the Emergency Council . Many felt 
that they had madA a mlstake in deciding to make inquiries at the State Department 
in the first place . We mlght have assumed that the withdrawal of the military ob­
jections, the party platforms which included Palestine planks and the statement of 
the President himself on October 15 were sufficient "g~een light" to go ahead. 

At this meeting, and here again I quote from the minutes, "there followed a lengthy 
discussion, and it was finally decided that efforts be rr.ade once more to obtain 
clearance from the President through Senator Vi'agner , and perhaps others . It was 



.. 

- 2 -

agreed to leave it to Dr. Wise, Dr. Silver and Mr. Shulman to take the necessary 

action with regard to an approach to the President.• There was no other actlon 

taken at this meeting. 

In other words, the Erner ency Council, u on second thought, was not sat_ □fled to 

have the re o]ut on shelved just because the State Department and the President had 

indicted their objection to the resolution. They were not content to let it go at 

that. They wanted persuasive influence to be brou ht to bear upon the Administra-

tion to change its mind. 

Dr. Wise strenuously objected to this line of procedure. He did not want tha 

President "annoyed" by our insistence and our persuasion. He reluctantly yielded 

to the pressure of the Council and thereafter, far from using his energies vigorous­

ly to persuade the Secretary of State and the President, he seriously interfered 

with me in carrying out the clear mandate of the Cou..~cil. 

2) Dr. Goldstein forgets to mention t e fact which I ma1e kno·m to the Council that 

the day following the November 21 meeting, I wired Dr. Wise urging him to get in 

touch with Congressman Bloom to see the President. Dr. Wise never replied to this 

telegram. 

3) No one interested in the passage of the bill ever saw the President on the resolu­

tion at that time or since. He was out of Washington. All our informat ion has corne 

through Mr. Stettinius. The first and the only personal contact with Mr. Stettinius 

to carry out the wishes of the Council could not be made before December 4. It was 

made by Senator Wagner and myself. Senator Wagner was not in Washington before the 

preceding Tuesday and our appointment could not be made before' the following Monday. 

4) But by December 4 the Senate Forei Relations Committee had already met and 

h_d considered our resolution. In fact, at the request of Senator Taft, our 

Palestine Resolution was to have been considered by the Committee on November 22 

but out of courtesy to Senator Wagner who was ollt of the city, the consideration of 

our resolution by the committee was postponed to November 29 . I reported at the 

meeting of our Council on November 21 that such a meeting of the Senate Committee had 

been scheduled for the next day , but had been postponed to the 29th . 

Senator Taft requested consideration of the resolution on his own initiative . Ha 

was neither requested nor urged by me . Already on November 11 (please note the 

date ) Senator Taft wrote me: "l have had to delay my return to Washington until 

Thursday , but I hope e can proceed with t e Pnlestine Resolution immediately." He 

was one of the co-sponsors of the resolution . He had resented the postponement of 

the resolution last Spring. It was he who had kept after the military until he ob­

tai~ed the letter f~om Secretary of War Stimson withdrawing their objections . As 

scon as Congress reconvened, he Qegan pressing for his resolution, just as we all 

did , including the delegates at the Convention of the ZOA at Atlantic City . 

5) Dr . Goldstein suggests that if I had not brought pressure on Congressman Bloom 

to take the roatter up with his committee, no action whatsoever would have been taken 

in Congress . I did not arrive in Washington until November 27 . By that time a 

meeting of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee , as I indicateo above , had al­

ready been set for November 29 , and the Se ate Committee was prepared to act favor-

ably on our resolution at that meeting . 

It has been su gested that I should have asked the committee to defer action . Why? 

Ttis was cer ainly not my mission nor mandate in Washing on . I Ywas there to see 
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whether I could persuade the State Department and the President to withdraw their 
objections to the passage of the resolution, Failing in that, the Council would 
then have to decide what to do, since the first report of the President's disap­
proval did not close the roatter as far as the Council was concerned. I had not yet 
had the opportunity to cont.a.ct either the State Department or the President. I was 
not to see Mr. Stettinius until December 4. Until I had had the chance to persuade 
th ~m and failed, I could not go, nor did the Council obligate me to go, to the 
members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and ask them, many of whom had 
been critical of the State Department•s intervention and of the President's action 
last Spring, to postpone action on our Palestine Resolution for which the Jews of 
America had so persistently pressed up to the very last. We were not pressing for 
the resolution. The pressure came from the Senate Committee itself which was so 
much interested in the Palestine Resolution that it met on four successive occasions 
to consider it and it insisted time and again on approving our resolution in spite 
of two personal appearances before it made by the Secretary of State and in spite of 
other pressure brought by the Administration against it. Even when the resolutio 
was finally postponed as a result of the peirsistent pressure from the State Depart­
ment and the President, two-thirds of the members of the Senate Committee signed a 
round robin in which they stated that they would have voted for the resolution wer e 
it not for this insistence of the State Department and the President. 

Congressman Bloom had publicly announced right after the President's statement of 
October 15 that he would summon a meeting of his committee the day after Congress 
reconvened. He was eager to move forward. I called on him for the purpose of 
getting him to contact the P~esident and State Department. He did not feel that the 
State Department had to be consulted about it. It was none of its business, he 
stated. Prior to my arrival in Washington, and in anticipation of the meeting of 
his committee, he had had printed as a House document, the Palestine endorsements 
made by the four hundred congressmen and senators which appeared in the volume, 
"America and Palestine," recently published by the Emergency Council. It was 
Congressman Bloom's own idea and all credit is due him for it. Congressman Bloom 
was somewhat concE?rned with the fact that he might be blamed if he moved forward 
and the resolution failed of passage in his committee. He wanted us to share in t he 
responsibility for moving ahead. I reassured him on that score, and at his request, 
I wrote him a letter following our interview in which I backed him up. Congressman 
Bloom convoked his committee on November 29, the very day on which the Senate Com­
mittee met to consider our resolution. Bloom was undoubtedly encouraged to move 
forward rapidly by the fact that the Senate Committee had scheduled a meeting on 
November 29 and was expected to act favorably on the resolution. 

6) When we finally got to Mr. Stettinius on December 4--and here Dr. Goldstein's 
emory a.gain conveniently fails him -- we were shown, right at the outset, t hat fatal 

telegram of Dr. Wise which was dispatched without the knowledge of either Senator 
Wagner or myself and without any authorization from the Council on the very eve of 
ou~ interview, a telegram which was calculated to nullify the effectiveness of our 
mission to the Secretary of State. This telegram which in so many words told the 
Secretary of State, and through him the President, that Dr. Wise and many of his 
associates would readily and without protest accept their decision with reference to 
the resolution, broke the back of the entire effort which the Council had resolved 
to make in order to change the mind of the State Department and of the President. 
Our only hope lay in persuading Mr. Stettinius, and through him, the President; thaG 
the entire Zionist Movement and the entire Jewish people of America were solidly 
united in demanding action on the resolution which had been hanging fire for over 
ten months, and that their hopes, which had been raised so high by al that had 
transpired during the year, would be dashed to the ground if it beca~e lmown that 
the President insisted on a second deferment. Dr. Wise's teleGram which was sent 
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from Pittsburgh at the time of the sessions of the American Jewish Conference, and 
presumably with the knowledge of Dr. Goldstein, deliberately wrecked this effort and 
torpedoed the resolution. 

7) Dr. Goldstein has another serious lapse of memory. On December 5, he sent the 
following telegram to every member of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee: "We 
earnestly urge you report out favorably Palestine Resolution for adoption by present 
Congress ... Your Committee's favorable action would be deeply appreciated as ful­
fillment President's magnificent message to last Zionist Organization Convention 
and overwhelming American opinion as expressed recently in both party platforms." 

Why did Dr. Goldstein violate the "unanimous decision" of the F.Jnergency Council in 
urging Senators to act on the resolution when he !mew full well that no "green 
light" had been given? If Dr. Silver is guilty of a breach of discipline, what 
about Dr. Goldstein? But the gentleman was playing safe! If the resolution passed 
he would share in the credit. If it failed - why he would see to it that the fail­
ure would all be blamed on Dr. Silver. 

And having sent this telegram, why did he appear in Washington forty-eight hours 
later to urge the same Senators not to pass the resolution? 

And having come to Washington to persuade the Senators not to pass tho resolution, 
why did he permit himself to be persuaded by me not to carry out his mission? In­
stead, he and the other members of the committee went to Mr. Stettinius to tell him 
that the Zionists were not pressing for the resolution but that the pressure came from 
the Senate Committee itself (which, of course, was the truth). Is Dr. Goldstein un­
willing ever to assume responsibility for what he does, or says, or writes? Is the 
fault always that of someone else? 

8) Dr. Goldstein again has a convenient lapse of memory when he fails to mention 
that at the Executive of the Emergency Council which met in Washington on Monday 
morning, December 11 (and which by the way was the only authorized meeting of the 
Emergency Council since the meeting on November 21 -- the other meetings of December 
7 and 9 being rump meetings called by Dr . Wise in contravention of the clear pro­
visions of the constitution) it was agreed that nothing be done to interfere with 
the passagLof the resolution on which the Foreign Affairs Committee was to act that 
very afternoon, but instead Mr. Stettinius should be asked to issue a statement that 
his appearance before the Senate Committee did not indicate a change of attitude on 
the part of the President. Nothing was to· be said to Mr. Stettinius about deferring 
the Palestine Resolution. Dr. Wise and Dr. Goldstein concUITed on this, and I joined 
in the delegation to Mr. Stettinius with that understanding and only on that basis. 

9) Dr. Goldstein stated that the resolution which was approved by the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee was regarded by many Zionists here and especially in Palestine as 
a "watered-down" resolution because the word "Jewish" was omitted before "Common­
wealth" and the word "ultimately" was retained. How, then, is one to account for 
the fact that the presidents of Hadassah, Mizrachi and the Peale Zion, as well as 
Mr. Lipsky of the Jewish Agency Executive, hailed the resolution in public state­
rr.ents? Dr. Wise told Congressman Bloom and me on the very day that it was voted 
that it was "a very good resolution." The Jewish press likewise welcomed it hearti­
ly, and the American Jewish Conference, meeting in Pittsburgh, acclaimed it. 

It might be in point here to recall that at the Hearings before the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs - on February 8 - Dr. Goldstein was asked by Congressman Schiffler: 
"You do not propose immediately to have a Commonwealth?" To which Dr. Goldstein 
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replied: "No; we could not propose it as an immediate step, because we realize 
there would have to be a Jewish majority in the land before we could act for t he 
implementation of a ccrnmonwealth, and the achievement of a Jewish majority will u-~­
doubtedly take some time." (Seep. 119 of the Hearings.) 

10) Dr. Goldstein is guilty of a distortion when he states that at the final meet­
ing of the Emergency Council, here I announced my resignation, I asked to be made 
t :1e sole leader in the Zionist movement in America with absolute unconditional 
power. "When this condition was not agreed on," states Dr. Goldstein, I "han ed in 
rny resignation." There is not a scintilla of truth in all this. I stated at the 
meeting that the present set-up of dual or multiple leadership in the Council has 
led to serious conflicts in the past and had culminated in the present crisis. I 
advised a re-organization of the Emergency Council with an eye towards the elimina­
t ion of conflicting leadership and the centralization of authority. I n connectio 
wit h that, I read at great length a letter which I wrote to Dr. Wise in 1945 at the 
t ime when e and Dr. Weizmann asked me to take over the leadership of the political 
v·ork of our movement. In that letter I stated that if Dr. Wise wished to continue 
as the active political leader of the movement, no one was thinking of supplanting 
him. I assumed that he wished to be relieved of it. "If now you feel that you wish 
to retain that office, not in an honorary but in an active capacity, I wish you 
would let me know definitely and in making my reply I will say that Dr. Wise is head 
·of the political work of the Emergency Council and there is no need for drafting me 
or anyone else." 

Dr. Viise knew exactly under what conditions I assumed the office at his and Dr. 
Weizmann's urging. The purpose was to eliminate the very unfortunate overlapping 
and cross-purposes in our political work which brought the Emergency Council to 
bankruptcy two years aeo. 

My resignation, as everyone lmows, was not prompted, as Dr. Goldstein asserts, by 
the refusal of the Emergency Council to accept my suggestions for re-organization. 
These suggestions were not e11en considered at the meeting and have not yet been act _j 
upon. It was a motion to request all the officers of the Emergency Council to resign, 
a mot ion which the Council refused to table, which called forth my resignation. 

THE FOLL011ING SECTION (#11) IS CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT FOR PUBLICATIOIT. 

11) Dr. Goldstein refers to a memorandum which Dr. Nahum Goldmann sent me purport­
ing to be a report of what the Secretary of State had told him and Dr. Wise in reply 
to t he request of the Council to issue the statement which is referred to above. I 
was a member of the committee which called upon Mr. Stettinius to request that state­
ment. The reply of Mr. Stettinius was not given in writing to the Council, but orally 
to Dr. Goldmann and Dr. Wise who happened to be calling on the Secretary of State on 
o.nother mission. Dr. Goldmann sent me the following memorandum a few days later: 

"Mr. Stettinius called Dr. Wise and me into his room before meeting with the delega­
tion. He told us that he had been in touch with the President about the statement 
which we had suggested he should issue. He said that the President was in a very 
tad mood because we had gone ahead with the Resolution and instead of acquiescing in 
is request to hold the matter up for the time being, had sought to bring pressure 

to bear through the Senate. He felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him, 
and Mr. Stettinius said that in the circumstances it was difficult to discuss such 
questions with him at this time. It would not be possible for him (Mr. S.) to issue 
the letter suggested." 

I v,as surprised and disturbed by this report, for in my t,10 previous contacts with 
Mr. Stettinius there was no indication whatsoever given that the President was in 
a very bad mood or that he felt that the Zionists had lost confidence in him. 
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Dr. Goldmann did not treat that "information• as confidential. He conveyed this 
"information" to newspapermen in New York. A panic mood was being fostered among 
Zionists with the design -- as later events showed -- to bring about my resignation. 

In preparation for my official report to the Emergency Council, which was to be 
given on December 20, and in order not to do any injustice either to the Secretary 
of State or to the President, I made inquiries as to whether this memorandum of Dr. 
Goldmann correctly represented what Mr. Stettinius had said, and whether perhaps he 
had been misquoted, or misunderstood. 

I received a reply to the effect that Dr. Gold.mann•a memorandum "was not quite in 
accordance with the Secretary's record. The Secretary told Dr. Wise that he ha 
been in touch with the President as he had offered to do regarding the statement 
which Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver had requested hi.in to make. The reaction that Mr. 
Stettinius obtained was that the President felt that this group should have con­
fidence in his handling of the matter and that it would not be appropriate for Mr. 
Stettinius to issue the statement. Mr. Stettinius asked Dr. Wise if he would be 
good enoubh to give this inforrnation to Dr. Silver." 

This, of course, is a radically different version from that of Dr. Goldmann 1 s. 
There is nothing here about the President being in a very bad mood, or feeling that 
the Zionists had lost confidence in him. But Rabbi Goldst0in, far from being 
shocked at Dr. Gold.mann•s amazing misquotation of a most critical report and far 
from regarding it as something "scandalous," denounces rather my fact-finding in­
quiry as something "scandalous" ... 

12) There are many other things which this Rabbi chooses to forget. Already at t he 
Zionist Convention in Atlantic City he and his little cabal were preparing the way 
for my elimination. The Resolutions Committee of tha Convention had prepared a 
resolution which wholeheartedly endorsed my administration and called for a con­
tinuation of the dynamic and successful program of the Emergency Council "under the 
present leadership." At a subsequent meeting, Dr. Goldstein demanded the elimina­
tion of the words "under the present leadership." He made that request, he said, i~ 
the name of Dr. Wise with whom he had spoken by telephone in New York. I stated, of 
course, that as far as I was concerned, I intended to hold my office not a single 
day longer than the Emergency Council wished me to, and that, of course, I would 
agree to the elimination of the words "under the present leadership." 

The ZOA Administration had a difficult time at the plenary session of the Convention 
t o put through the resolution without tho words "under the present leadership." I 
personally had to step forward and beg the delegates to agree to the omission of 
those words. But my friends and I knew all along what was in the mind of Dr. 
Goldstein and his clique. 

15) Many will recall the fight which raged at the ZOA Convention in Atlantic City 
about my annual report which the administration was determined to schedule at the 
very end of the Convention when most of the delegates would have gone home, in 
order to make small change of it. Dr. Goldstein had to yield to the pressure from 
the delegates but the whole miserable affair was another result of the embittered 
and envenomed policy of undermining, belittling and discrediting which Dr. Goldstein 
and his friends had been carrying on throughout the year. 

14) The R9.bbi has since ca-rried out a successful purge of Silver adherents on the Ex­
ecuti ·e of the ZOA and among the representatives of the ZOA on the Emergency Council. 
His efficiency in perfecting his political machine should be the envy of Tammany Hall. 

For further information write to: Harry L. Shapiro 
250 West 57 St. 

Room 1050 
NeR York 19, N. Y. 



~­
PUBLIC OPINION 

on the 

ZIONIST 

CONTROVERSY 



THE forcing of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's resignation from the leadership of 
American Zionist political work has created an unprecedented furor in 

Zionist ranks. Now, when the efforts of all Zionists should be redoubled to 
bring about the implementation of the historic expressions of support for the 
Zionist program which were obtained during the past sixteen months under 
Dr. Silver's dynamic leadership, the representatives of the Zionist Organi­
zation of America on the American Zionist Emergency Council have elected 
to purge our most effective leader, along with his policies. After a year of 
intensive effort that might have been devoted to worthier ends, they have 
at last won their Pyrrhic "victory," and with one callous blow they have 
nullified the great achievements of recent months. The blow was aimed at 
Dr. Silver, but it fell with devastating effect on the entire American Zionist 
movement. 

The Jews of America reacted immediately as only an outraged com­
munity, intent upon defending the principles which it cherishes, can react. 
The Zionist masses raised their voices in angry protest against the perpe­
trators of this destructive act, and made their wishes unmistakably clear in 
resolutions, telegrams and letters-all calling for the return of Dr. Silver and 
his program. 

The Jewish press of America, in possession of all the facts, sprang to the 
side of Dr. Silver, and in recent weeks a stream of editorials, articles, news 
dispatches and feature stories by the most able and respected Jewish jour­
nalists-all of them supporting Dr. Silver's position and assailing his oppo­
nents and detractors-have given further expression to our people's demands. 

This pamphlet, containing excerpts from a number of these articles 
and editorials, as well as a few of the many resolutions passed by Zionist 
Districts and Regions, is conclusive evidence that American Zionists intend 
to act decisively and overwhelmingly for the restoration of Dr. Silver's 
leadership and policies. 



Dispatch in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 14, 1944 

Washington-The incident of the Palestine Re o­
lution is far from over. Political circle in Washington 
are wondering what has happened. Senator and Rep­
resentatives are receiving many telegrams from all parts 
of the country which ask about the Palestine Resolution 
and its fate. 

In these Washington political circles there is much 
discussion of the incomprehensible position taken by 
the Roosevelt Administration with reference to the 
Re olution, of the actions of Zionist leaders during the 
crisis and of the uncompromising position taken by 
Congress in favor of the Resolution ... Learning that 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee was deter­
mined to act favorably on the Palestine Resolution and 
that interference on the part of the Administration wa 
useless, the State Department contacted Dr. Wi e in 
New York and requested that the Zionist leadership 
withdraw the Resolution. A delegation of Zioni t lead­
ers from New York met on Friday with Mr. Stettinius, as 
well as with a few leading Senators, and declared that 
the Zionists are not insisting on the Resolution. 

Editorial in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 22, 1944 

The Jewish masses will receive the news of Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver's resignation as co-chairman of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council with deep regret. 
... Did the Emergency Council have the right, e peci­
ally at this time, to bring about Dr. Silver's resigna­
tion? His resignation at this particular moment igni­
fies that the Emergency Council gives its approval to 
what took place in Washington, that the Emergency 
Council justifies the obstruction ... which kept Con­
gress from passing the Palestine Resolution, and that 
the Council places itself in opposition to the aggres ive 
and clear policy of Dr. Silver-a policy which is founded 
on Jewish rights in Palestine, the right to open the 
doors of Palestine to Jewish immigration and the right 
to a Jewish Commonwealth ... Now especially the 
Emergency Council should not have displayed weak­
ness. Now especially it should have stood firm on all 
Jewish demands in Palestine. If there were circum• 
stances in Washington which led to a request by the 
State Department and the White House that the Resolu­
tion be deferred because of the general international 
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situation, we shouldn't have acrificed the man who 
per ·onified our maximalisL procrram, the man who 
brought this program before the entire American 
public. 

At thi moment we annot afford to indicate lack 
of onfiden c in an outsp k n Zioni ·t poli y- even 
, hen ·uch a poli y encounter · diffi ulLic . . One thing 
i ertain- u h lack f onfid~n e should not have IJ en 
di~played by Zioni t ... lt i , therefore, o( uprcm 
importance that Dr. ilvcr' re ignation hall noL be 
a cepted. ot only mu t Dr. ilver be recalled to serve 
at hi - po t, but the lead rship of the Emergency Council 
mu t be reorganized in order to do away with p r onal 
fricti n and in order to make it clear to all that Amer­
ican Zioni m is moving forward, not backward. 

Editorial in The Day 
December 23, 1944 

E erything wa quiet-perhaps too quiet-in the 
Emergency Council until Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver of 
Cleveland appeared on the scene as co-chairman of the 
Council and onducted an aggressive, dynamic p licy 
in connection with the adoption of the Zionist Re olu­
tion in Congre . 

Dr. Silver was succe sful in gaining many friends 
for the Resolution in the Senate and in the Hou c. He 
and his Zionist friends were also succe ful in including 
a "Jewish Commonwealth" plank in the platform of 
both political parties, and al o worked hand in hand 
with Senator Wagner, President Roosevelt's very close 
friend and sponsor of the Zionist Resolution in the 
Senate. In short, under Rabbi Silver's leader hip Zion­
i m became an important i sue in American politics, and 
the que tion of a Jewish Commonwealth became a sub­
ject with which the entire public sympathized fully. 

As a con equence, Dr. Silver became the mmt 
popular figure in Zioni t circles, and it was generally 
acknowledged that a new star had arisen on the political 
horizon of Zionism in America ... The time of hat-in­
hand politics is over. Only an aggre sive, dynamic policy 
can lead to succe s; and Rabbi Silver is clearly the man 
to be entrusted with such a policy ... The Emergency 
Council must be re-organized. Outside influence and 
political misunderstandings must be set aside and Rabbi 
Silver must remain at his post to serve the best interests 
of Palestine and of the Jewish people. 



Dispatch in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 25, 1944 

The resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as co­
chairman of the American Zionist Emergency Council, 
brought about by members of the Council opposed to 
his aggressive and militant Zionist policies, has aroused 
American Zionists. There is a split in the ranks of the 
Zionist Organization of America, but an overwhelming 
majority of informed Zionists are supporting Dr. Silver. 

Dispatch in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 27, 1944 

The conflict in Zionist ranks over the resignations 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and Dr. Stephen S. Wise as 
co-chairmen of the American Zionist Emergency Coun­
cil-a conflict which has until now been kept within 
Jewish circles-was yesterday brought out into the non­
Jewish world. The entire non-Jewish press carried the 
story of the resignations prominently and presented a 
one-sided picture because the facts came from only one 
side-in this case Dr. Wise's side- while Dr. Silver re­
fused to make any statements. 

Dispatch in the Jewish Daily Forward, 
The Day and the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 28, 1944 

At a meeting of about 150 Zionist leaders from 
Greater New York, Long Island, New Jersey, Eastern 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut ... a resolution express­
ing complete confidence in Dr. Silver and his policies 
was unanimously adopted. 

"The Crisis in American Zionism" by L. Kussman 
Article in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 28, 1944 

I don't know whether or not Dr. Silver has broken 
discipline. I only know that as co-chairman of the 
American Zionist Emergency Council he took the only 
position which a Zionist leader can and must take in 
the present tragic hour for the Jewish people. This is 
not a time for "shtadlanut" or subservience to the 
powers that be. Only an aggressive Zionist policy may 
yet be victorious. We have been overfed with promises. 
For over five years the White Paper has been hanging 
like a sword over our necks. During this period the 
enemy has drained off a third of our blood. And what 
have our good friends in Washington and London 
done to make the future easier for us? In the fight 
against the White Paper they put obstacles in our path. 
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What are we depending on? What are we waiting for? 
We-the well-fed Jews of America-can wait. But what 
of Hitler's victims in the cellars, in the forests, even 
those in liberated, but destroyed, homes. An hour's pro­
crastination may mean the loss of a thousand Jewish 
lives. How could a Zionist leader take even the smallest 
step to permit the Palestine Resolution to be killed? ... 
The crisis in American Zionism can and must end with 
a victory for aggressive Zionism and its spokesmen. 

"The Bubble Has Burst" by Aaron Pechenick 
Article in The Day 
December 28, 1944 

For some time now a certain group within the 
Zionist Organization of America has resented Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver's great success and has sought various meth­
ods through which they could "trip him up" ... When 
the leaders of the Council, Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise, 
were achieving many triumphs for Zionism and were 
mobilizing American public opinion in support of our 
political demands, no one dared to "press the issue." 
... Now, however, when the Palestine Resolution has 
failed of passage in the Senate Foreign Relations Com­
mittee, they have found the opportune moment. 

Editorial in The Day 
December 29, 1944 

It appears that Rabbi Silver's opponents have 
fought him with most ungallant methods. Over a 
period of many months all sorts of intrigues were car­
ried on against him. It has become clear that within 
the Zionist Organization of America there were people 
who wanted to get rid of Rabbi Silver under any cir­
cumstances. 

Dispatch in the Jewish Daily Forward 
December 30, 1944 

A vast majority of Zionists throughout the country 
sympathize with Dr. Silver and also uphold his methods. 
... The Zionist meetings which were held a few days 
ago, including the meeting which took place in Dr. 
Goldstein's synagogue, spoke out clearly in favor of 
Dr. Silver's policies. 

Article in The Day by S. Dingo! 
December 30, 1944 

Dr. Wise is by nature one who "gives in." He 
doesn't always stand by his opinions, and quite often 
he is willing to adopt someone else's opinion as his 



own ... In a polilical sen ·c Dr. Wi c i an a<lrnini lra­
tion man. This applie lo both American and Zionist 
politics. He i aggressive in words, but Limid in eked . He 
wants to see deliverance for lhe Jews-bul it mu ·L come 
through Roosevelt. He wanls lo ce a Zioni ·t re olu­
tion in Congress-but it must have Lcttiniu ' approval. 
And if the President i in no hurry and tcttinius 
doesn't give his approval? Then, according to Dr. \Vi e's 
method: "We must wail patiently for dclivcran e and 
hold off action on resolution ." 

But Dr. Silver says: "We must bring the pre sure 
of public opinion to bear on them, and then the Presi­
dent will move more quickly and Stettiniu will give hi 
approval." 

"Why Dr. Silver Resigned From the 
Zionist Emergency Council" by Jacob Richman 
Article in The Day-December 31, 1944 

The pressure exerted by the Admini tration upon 
Congress to refrain from repeating what the President 
himself had said only a few weeks earlier appears wholly 
unwarranted in the circumstances. Whatever may have 
been done by Dr. Silver or any other Zionist leader by 
way of encouraging Congressmen and Senator to pro­
ceed with the Resolutions cannot, objectively speaking, 
be regarded as exerting undue pressure or "irritating" 
the President. As between the President and ourselves, 
it is we who are the aggrieved party, not he. 

To force the resignation of a Zionist leader because 
of his vigorous advocacy of the Congressional Resolu­
tion is a political blunder of the first magnitude. By 
sacrificing its leader, the Zionist movement completely 
exonerates the President and the State Department and 
declares itself to be guilty and at fault. I am convinced 
that the vast majority of American Zioni ts reject this 
position. On the contrary, we feel let down and bitterly 
disappointed by the incomprehensible interference of 
the Administration, and about the last thing we are 
disposed to do is to throw our greatest spokesman and 
most effective leader to the wolves as an act of appea e­
ment ... 

Thoe who have undertaken to force Dr. Silver 
out of the leadership have assumed an awful re pon i­
bility. American Zionism is at the crossroads. It i called 
upon to decide not a legal and technical que tion of 
"discipline," but the great and momentou i ue of 
the type of leadership it is to have and the kind of 
policy it is to follow. Dr. Silver has stated his position 
clearly in his last public statement. He stand for "a 
policy in which timidity, appeasement and backstairs 
'diplomacy' will have no place." That i the real i sue 
and on that issue I am persuaded the mass of American 
Zioni ts will stand with Abba Hillel Silver. 
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"The Crisis in the Zionist Leadership" by David Pinski 
Article in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 31, 1944 

lt i more than a month in c the ond meri an 
Jewi ·h Conference took place, but I am slill under the 
spell of the cxlraordinary addr delivered on its Iir t 
day by Dr. Abba Hillel ilYcr. That addrc · • remain 
unforgettable for it apwrcd one's heart and 011c.;· • 

mind omplcl ly. I can still h ar and cc and kcl it 
b ing delivered. It was at once weighty in comem an<l 
wonderful in form; it took hold of the audicn , carried 
it away, lifted il lo grcal h ·ighl . It gave the garb of 
beautiful and appropriate language to thoughts of rare 
profundity. In il the tragi destiny of an ntir p ·oplc 
,,·a e ·pre · ed with oven helming for e-for c born of 
a combination of extraordinary oratorical ability and 
the dynamic en -rgy o( a leader, mov d to the \cry 
core of hi b ing by his people' ·orrow. 

The sp aker's voi e wa gentle and full of adncs , 
lhc depth and genuineness of hi · feeling were vid nl in 
hi face, in hi very gcstur , hi out ·tr t h cl hands, 
his po lure! Million of J w have been mas a red, our 
people i being de Lroye<l. "How long an a people b ar 
agony, ma -murder, aba cmenL, shame?"-That ff), the 
cry of a tormented people, made il elf heard through 
him. But hi5 voice grew trong, hi fa e was lit with the 
fire of wrath, his hand be ame clenched fi t. , his figure 
gr w straight again, when he thundered out his rage 
against tho e who keep u from reaching our peopl ' 
ju t and acred goal. 

The t ne changed once more when he spok of 
promi e of aid- there was a n te of comfort and joy 
in his voice and bearing. Point by point and with keen­
ne s and wisdom he analyzed the Palestine Re olu­
tion for which he ought to find support among mem­
b rs of the enatc and in the Exe utive bran h of the 
Government. 

One felt ab olute in crity-the power of truth­
in hi every word. The great audience had at in enrap­
tured silence throughout the address. When it ame 
to an encl, they rose a one man and began to sing 
Hatik ah. here was no such inspired, enthu ia tic 
singing in all the three days of the Conference. The 
se ion wa concluded at once: a discussion of busines. 
matter wa obviou ly impossible in a moment of uch 
ec ta y. For hour thereafter delegates spoke with amaze­
ment of the ma terly speech made by the great leader. 

But in the corridor ugly rumor were whispered. 
It wa said that before and during the speech the reprc-
entatives of the Z.O.A. on the Zioni t Emergency Coun­

cil were busily occupied defaming their great colleague, 
Dr. Silv r. ot one of them at on the platform while 
he poke. They circulated among the delegate and 



spread dark rumors about Dr. Silver's work in Washing­
ton. They blamed him violently for the fact that the 
Resolution stated that Palestine was only "eventually" 
to become a Jewish Commonwealth. They knew, to be 
sure,-as everyone does-that Dr. Silver was not respon­
sible for the introduction of that word. They even 
hinted that they planned to send telegram to \Vash­
ington, asking for deferment of action on the Re olu­
tion. If anyone ventured to say a kind word about Dr. 
Silver, they insisted that such prai e stemmed from 
ignorance; they who were intimately acquainted with 
Dr. Silver knew better. 

It was incredible. I was desperately anxious not to 
believe my ears. Buttonholing one of the key men in 
the Zionist Organization of America, I asked him-as 
a test-case-what he thought of Dr. Silver's remarkable 
address. The answer was cold-blooded: "Lies, all lies. 
A good dramatic presentation by a skilled actor. That's 
all." 

There you have it: a full-fledged whispering cam­
paign, the tactics aimed at undermining and discredit­
ing Rabbi Silver with the intention of "purging" him 
altogether. 

Dr. Silver left soon for Washington to carry out 
there the mission entrusted him. He left firmly con­
vinced that his labors would result in succe s, in vic­
tory for the cause of Zion. He hoped that the Palestine 
Resolution would be adopted for it was "not an act 
of fanatics or dreamers" but "the answer to all the 
trials and tribulations of our people." Be ides, had he 
not in his pocket the telegram of Congressman Bloom 
a suring him that the Resolution had all the chances 
of passing? 

Yet when he came to Washington he found an 
unexpected opposition and real stumbling blocks. The 
new Secretary of State, the President himself and what 
is more, the deeds of his own colleagues arrayed again t 
him. \Vas he to retreat? To abandon the cau e? The 
justice of the cause, the tragic situation and the very 
honor of the Jewish people compelled him to continue 
fighting. We had implicit faith in the promise given us 
by both parties and by the President himself, and it 
was our duty to insist that the promise be kept. Dr. 
Silver remained at his post to carry on the work if need 
be, despite the attitude of the State Department, the 
President and of his own colleagues. He lost the battle. 
But it would have been equally lo t if he had renounced 
the struggle in Washington. 

We are all acquainted with the sequel to that brave 
fight. Dr. Silver's enemies in the Zionist Emergency 
Council demanded his resignation and they triumphed. 
Dr. Silver resigned. 

When Dr. Silver accepted the chairmanship of the 

Council, expectations ran high everywhere. His subse­
quent achievements justified all the hopes pinned on 
him by the Zionist movement. Under his competent 
and energetic leadership, the American Zionist Emer­
gency Council really came to life and vigor. How can 
one account then for this sudden warfare against Dr. 

ilver and his forced resignation? The contention is 
that Dr. Silver pursued an aggressive and militant pol­
icy which called forth all this antagonism. He is accused 
of having behaved as if we Jews were really an impor­
tant power, whereas the others felt that we could only 
plead and beg and hope for mercy and charity. When 
it was hinted from "on high" that we ought to postpone 
our requests for "a little while," we should not have 
been insistent. We should have armed ourselves with 
patience and waited. 

But what of our honor, the honor of the Jewish 
people? What a queer notion. Who ever speaks or 
thinks of that? Why indulge in such high sounding 
terms? Aren't we only that "worm Jacob"? Yes, Israel is 
only a worm. Indeed, all our folk wisdom resolves itself 
in cringing and crawling. 
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When the State Department said that the adoption 
of the Resolution "at this time was not wise from the 
standpoint of the international situation"-a statement 
which was no more valid than a similar previous decla­
ration of the War Department-Rabbi Stephen Wise 
immediately decided that the Resolution was not timely 
and in accordance with conditions and should be with­
drawn. But Rabbi Silver continued undaunted to work 
for a change of official attitude and at the same time 
continued to win additional support for the Resolution. 
And he did it, indeed, for the sake of Jewish honor 
and the dire need of our people. 

How could they permit themselves to stifle with 
the meaningless words "international situation" the 
bitter outcries of the unparalleled tragedy of the Jewish 
people? And aren't we American citizens who have a 
right to demand that the promises made us when our 
votes were needed should be honored after we have 
given our votes? 

Who is right? Wise or Silver? Which policy is the 
right one? Perseverance or weak-kneed yielding? Why 
not consult the sentiments of the Zionist masses, the 
voice of the people which is the voice of God? Do not 
the leaders of the American Zionist Organization have 
any faith in the rank and file of the membership? Is 
the Palestine Resolution their own private concern? 
Or are we to believe that the conflict in the Emergency 
Council was not the result of an honest difference of 
opinion regarding principles and policies, but the out­
come of petty and ugly bickerings of the "top men" who 
cannot agree on how to divide the "honors" among 
themselve ? Woe unto us if the latter be true! 

, , 



"Dr. Silver Served Zionism Loyally and 
Wholeheartedly While His Opponents 
Played Politics" Article in The Day 

December 31, 1944 

A number of legends about Dr. Silver's per onality 
and leadership have cropped up. For xample, the fol­
lowing argument is being heard: since the Chief Execu­
tive conducts the foreign policy of the United State , 
it is necessary to have as Zionist plenipotentiary to the 
President a sort of "Hof-Jude," a member of the Presi­
dent's inner circle . . . ow Dr. Silver- o it i said­
is a Republican and is therefore undesirable at the 
White House, wherea Dr. Wi e is "persona gratissima." 
For this reason-the argument goes- Dr. Silver should 
be removed from the political leader hip ... It is not 
true that Dr. Silver is a Republican. He was at one 
time a supporter of Willkie, as were many good Demo­
crats, because he did not wish to break the two-term 
precedent ... As to the allegation that a certain Zioni t 
is "persona gratissima" at the White House, one might 
well say: "Prove it to me!" 

In the face of the dreadful tragedy that has over­
taken the Jewish people during all twelve year of the 
present Administration, these so-called "connections" 
availed us not at all. We received no help what oever­
not even a friendly gesture. If anything was attained, 
it was only during the last few months-thank to the 
pressure of an aroused Jewish and non-Jewi h public 
opinion. Washington still respects the voice of the 
people. 

Editorial in the Jewish Morning Journal 
December 31, 1944 

If ever there was a time when the higher intere ts 
of Zionism demanded unity and the setting a ide of 
personal differences, that time is now. If Dr. Wise com­
plained that there was no harmony between the co­
chairmeQ., then certainly Dr. Silver had a much greater 
complaint-that he received no cooperation from the 
leadership of the Zionist Organization of America even 
though the Z.0.A. Convention in Atlantic City gave 
its whole-hearted endorsement to his aggre i e policie . 
... As for the principles involved here, no one will 
venture to deny that there is need for an outspoken, 
militant Zionist policy. We cannot be satisfied with 
appeals for charity ... We must be heard and under­
stood. We must walk through the open door of political 
action and not through the back-door of " htadlanut." 
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Article by Jacob Fishman in 
the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 1, 1945 

The twelve member of the American Zioni ·t Emer­
gen y Council who oted Dr. Abba Hillel ilver out of 
the leadership of American Zioni t political w rk hm·e 
demonstrated that they have no de ire to heal the dan­
gerous breach in merican Zioni m. They have also 
slapped the face of Jewi ·h public opinion, whi h ha , 
in my opinion, manif ted overwhelming oppo ition 
to the maneuver aimed at Dr. ilver. 

When one reads the pronouncement at the end of 
Dr. Israel Gold tein's statement to the effect that "Zion­
i m is a democratic movement," one feel like a king 
Dr. Gold tein: when did the Z.O.A. admini tration re­
ceive a mandate from the Zionist membership to carry 
on a political campaign directed against Dr. ilver or 
to seek out his "sin "? Quite the contrary- at the Con­
vention of the Zionist Organization of Ameri a in At­
lantic City Dr. Silver's policies were approved unani­
mously; and the delegates understood already then that 
a behind-the-scenes campaign was being waged against 
him by the Z.O.A. admini tration ... 

Thi affair will not be forgotten so soon by the 
Z.O.A. m mbership. The day of reckoning, when all 
those respon ible for this maneuver will find themselves 
in Dr. Silver's present circumstances, will come. In my 
judgement thi most recent development is convincing 
evidence that a " Tew Deal" in the leadership of the 
Z.O.A. is needed. 

Article by M. Rivlin in the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 1, 1945 

As democratic individuals we must all accede to 
the will of the majority. It must be pointed out, how­
ever, that so far a we are able to judge, the action of 
the Emergency Council wa that of a majority of the 
minority. Not only the members of Mizrachi and Poale 
Zion, but the Z.O.A. and Hadassah rank and file are 
overwhelmingly in fa or of Dr. Silver's po ition and 
actions. And it is certainly no exaggeration to say that 
the vast majority of Zionist were opposed to the re­
moval of Dr. Silver. 

Editorial in the Jewish Ledger (Hartford, Conn.) 
January 5, 1945 

If the Democratic Party and the Democratic leader­
ship, safely entrenched now for four more years, feel 
themselves so confident and o brazen as to repudiate the 
party platform and the promi e solemnly made by it 



candidate, then the situation becomes all the more 
bitter because it is so unspeakably, indescribably un­
worthy. 

That is bad enough, but when this setback occur­
red it appears that some of our Jewish politicians within 
the ranks of the Zionist Organization of America 
(which, be it remembered, does not speak for organized 

Zionism but represents only one party, one section, one 
group of American Zionists) undertake to utilize this 
present moment to play unworthy, opportunistic in­
ternal politics, that is tragic and exceedingly painful. 
When, under the circumstances, an attempt is made to 
look for a scapegoat and that scapegoat becomes Dr. 
Silver, who more than any other individual in Amer­
ican Zionist ranks, has vitalized the movement, has 
given it a major place not only in American Jewish 
life but in American life generally; when some of the 
"Poo Bahs" in the Z.O.A. party councils ... begin to 
vent their jealousies, their envies, their personal dis­
like against the one leader who in a year and a half has 
done most to place a Jewish Palestine in the center of 
American consciousness-we have a situation which is 
most unfortunate and exceedingly sad. 

vVe are not trying to write a brief in defense of 
Dr. Silver. He usually can take care of himself. We do 
not mean to say that Dr. Silver was flawless in all that 
he said and did. But we do say that the manner and 
moment of forcing Dr. Silver out of the American Zion­
ist Emergency Council leave a bad taste in the mouths 
of those of us who ask no offices, want no personal 
preferment, play no politics, ask for no favors, draw no 
salaries, feather no nests, but who are just the rank 
and file of Jews who are interested in the creation of 
a Jewish homeland! ... The whole situation smells 
with machine politics, the machine which has become 
the administration of the Zionist Organization of Amer­
ica, and the odor is not pleasant even as the technique 
and procedure are not edifying in the least. 

Editorial in the B' nai Brith Messenger 
(Los Angeles, Cal.) 
January 5, 1945 

The acceptance of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver's re ig­
nation ... is far from being a sign of enlightened leader­
ship in this most critical juncture of Jewish history. 
At a time when youthfulness, aggres iveness and deter­
mination of purpose are so much needed in Jewish 
leadership, there seems to have been little justification 
in taking advantage of an impasse between Dr. Stephen 
S. Wise and Dr. Silver to request the latter's resigna­
tion ... 

The fact that 100 Eastern Zionist leaders have 
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already placed themselves on record as having "un­
shakable and abiding confidence in the leadership of 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver" and in his policies; the fact 
that he has the support of Labor Zionists, the Mizrachi, 
and a good portion of Hadas ah, as well as a great num­
ber of general Zionists, is an indication that Dr. Silver 
may soon agam return to the leadership he has so 
well earned. 

Editorial in the American Jewish World 
(Minneapolis, Minn.) 
January 5, 1945 

It is tragic that Dr. Silver's resignation should have 
been precipitated by an act of his which ... represented 
the only just, self-respecting and constructive position 
which American Jewry and all fair-minded Americans 
mu t take. The Jewish tragedy is too great to let it be­
come a mere plaything for politicians. ,,ve know where 
appeasement policies lead to. We are convinced that 
our cause is just and that as such its way of progress is 
not through "backstairs diplomacy." Certainly this is 
no time for timid leaders. 

Article in The Day by S. Dingol 
January 6, 1945 

When I ask myself which of the two opposing 
groups in this controversy is right, I arrive at one log­
ical conclusion-Dr. Silver is right. And the reasoning 
i quite imple. vVhen two groups bring their arguments 
into court and both insist that they are in the right, 
the judgement of an impartial jury is sought. 

Such an impartial jury-one which had no stake 
in the personal disputes within the Zionist Organization 
of America-existed in the American Zionist Emergency 
Council. This jury consisted of the representatives of 
l\1izrachi and Poale Zion ... These two groups, which 
were part of the Emergency Council since its inception 
and which were fully informed on all that was tran­
spiring there, voted to retain Dr. Silver in the leadership 
after the controversy was thrashed out in a series of 
debates. This is a clear indication that Dr. Silver is 
right. 

Dispatch in the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 8, 1945 

At the meeting of the Z.O.A. Administrative Coun­
cil a motion was made expressing confidence in Dr. 
Silver's leadership and calling for his return to the 
leadership of the Emergency Council. This motion, in­
troduced by Emanuel eumann in an attempt to re-



store unity in Zionist leadership at this critical moment, 
was defeated by a vote of 66 to 30. 

Speaking in behalf of the resolution which 
endorsed the action taken by the Z.O.A. Executive 
were Dr. Goldstein, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Dr. 
James Heller and Judge Louis Levinthal. Speaking 
against this resolution were Emanuel eumann, Jacob 
Fishman and the "rank and filers" ... A painful scene 
took place while Dr. Neumann was making his presen­
tation. Dr. Wise, it is reported, interrupted Neumann's 
remarks and exclaimed that the latter is carrying on a 
"sewerage campaign." Neumann asserted that Dr. Wise 
is taking advantage of his years, and then left the plat­
form. He received an ovation as he returned to his 
seat ... 

Before the vote was taken, a question was raised as 
to whether members of the Z.O.A. Executive should 
be entitled to vote on this question, inasmuch as their 
own actions were under review. It was pointed out that 
there were 25 members of the Executive, as well as 20 
members of the Administrative Council who were per­
sonal appointees of Dr. Goldstein, making a total of 45 
"sure" votes for the administration. 

Article by Leon Crystal in the Jewish Daily Forward 
January 9, 1945 

The conflict was brought on by a group of general 
Zionists who are attempting to gain control over all 
Jewish organizations and activities ... Dr. Nahum 
Goldmann, together with other members of the so­
called "Wise group," employed the name of President 
Roosevelt to spread false rumors. The purpo e was to 
undermine Rabbi Silver and place him in such a posi­
tion where he would be forced to resign as leader of 
the Emergency Council. 

Editorial in The Day 
January l 0, 1945 

District after district-Brooklyn, Long Island, Balti­
more, Hartford-wherever the Zionist mas es have had 
an opportunity to express their opinion, has poken 
out in support of Dr. Silver. Zioni t group everywhere 
have demanded his return to the work of the Emer­
gency Council, feeling that without him the Council 
will lack the energy, the driving force which Dr. Silver 
brought to American Zionism. But the wishes of the 
pre ent leaders of the Zionist Organization of America, 
the men who are now in the saddle and hold the rein 
of leadership, are quite different. The dmini trative 
Council of the Z.O.A. wasn't big enough to adopt a 
resolution expres ing thanks for Dr. Silver's accomplish-
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ment a co-chairman of the Emergency Council and 
as chairman of it Executive Committee. 

Article by Leon Crystal in the Jewish Daily Forward 
January 11, 1945 

Dr. Silveri accused by the "Wi e group" of "break­
ing di cipline" ... Rabbi \,Vise ha , time and again, 
"broken di ·cipline." But he wa never puni hed for it. 
Quite the contrary- he wa rewarded by being elected 
as sole chairman of the Council. And Dr. Silver was 
forced to re ign by the "Wi e group" for "breaking dis­
cipline." It i quite clear that the clique which now ha 
the upper hand in the Zioni t Organization of America, 
as well a in the Emergency Council, ·et up two stand­
ard of "justice"- one for its own members, but quite 
another one for tho e with whom it is" ettling scores." 

Editorial in the Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle 
January 12, 1945 

We note with sati faction the commendable posi­
tion taken by the Milwaukee Zioni t Emergency Coun­
cil this week in unanimously adopting a re olution 
sharply cen oring the American Zioni t Emergency 
Council for "the manner in which Dr. ilver was de­
prived of his leadership a co-chairman of the Council 
and hairman of its executive committe," and calling 
for a "further and far-reaching reorganization, which 
shall include Dr. Silver in a po ition of executive 
leader hip." 

Editorial in the Jewish Ledger (Hartford, Conn.) 
January 12, 1945 

Our uggestion i that the time ha come for some­
one, perhaps some group within Zionist ranks, to take 
the initiative to do ome thorough housecleaning ... 
There are entrenched and vested interests. The diffi­
culty is great, but it should be done, and done soon. 

Editorial in the Jewish Ledger (Rochester, N. Y.) 
January 12, 1945 

The feeling prevails in the J ewi h pre s and in 
private conversation that, by discouraging Dr. Silver, 
even forcing him to resign, the way wa cleared for 
certain ambitious gentlemen to gain dominance over 
Zionist affairs in thi country ... It wa not a fair fight 
fought out in the open on the floor of the Zionist con­
vention with the ribbon going to the winner. On the 
contrary, it was a dark and foul fight, waged behind 



closed doors and smoke-filled committee rooms, where 
the umpires-the great body of American Zionists­
were given no chance to deliver their verdict. 

"Zionist Position Is Being Weakened By 
'Green Light' Politics" by Gedalia Bublick 
Article in the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 12, 1945 

The present position of American Zionism is in 
grave danger of being weakened by the "green light" 
strategy, which brought about the removal of Rabbi 
Silver from his po ition of leadership. Some Zionists 
believe that until we get the "green light" signal from 
the powers that be, all we can do is wait and do nothing. 

This strategy is wrong. We are demanding what 
was promised us in signed agreements concluded in 
Washington as well as in London; we are demanding 
the righting of a wrong committed against us; we are 
demanding what is due us. How ridiculous to argue 
that one must ask permission before demanding pay­
ment of a debt! What ignorance of the most elementary 
principles of political action! 

The forcing of Dr. Silver's resignation after the 
deferment of action on the resolution amounts to an 
open declaration to the State Department and to the 
British Colonial Office to this effect: "You see, we Zion­
ists are not so set on our demands. We wish to cause 
you no embarra ment. We shall wait, wait and wait 
until it will be your pleasure to tell us that we may act. 
There was a black sheep in our midst who made de­
mands, but we have cast him out. You will have no 
trouble with us from now on. We shall maintain a weak 
policy, and it shall be as you wish ... " 

Article by S. Dingol in The Day 
January 13, 1945 

Leaders of the Zionist Organization of America 
have a complaint against the Jewi h press and certain 
writers-why do they continue to comment on the dis­
pute within the American Zionist Emergency Council? 
The Emergency Council is already reorganized, they 
argue. In any case, nothing will be done before the next 
Z.O. . Convention in October. So why not be nice to 
the new Emergency Council . . . 

There can be only one answer: if the press refrained 
from commenting on ituations after "reorganizations" 
have taken place, and if it allowed mi deeds to be for­
gotten, it would not deserve to hold its present promi­
nent place in American public opinion. 

To keep silent about mi deeds after they have been 
committed would only encourage bad leader to further 

damaging action; society would then be confronted with 
a fait accompli. 

Article by Leon Crystal in the 
Jewish Daily Forward 
January 13, 1945 

By injecting the politics of the two major American 
political parties into the Zionist conflict, and by bring­
ing President Roo evelt's name into its battle against 
Dr. Silver and his supporters, the "Wise group" has 
harmed, not only itself, but the entire American Zionist 
movement. 

"The Silver Issue and Z.O.A. Regional 
Membership" by Jacob Richman 
Article in The Day 
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January 14, 1945 
The defeat of reasonable proposals, the rejection 

of all coun els of moderation looking to a peaceful solu­
tion of the crisis cannot be explained on grounds of 
high policy. The ruthless elimination of a leader of 
Dr. Silver's stature with his brilliant record of achieve­
ment was bound to entail consequences of a most serious 
nature. Was the anti-Silver group so lacking in imagina­
tion, so consumed by passion that they were blind to 
all storm signals? Could they not foresee the inevitable 
consequence : a violent reaction in the whole Jewish 
press, the upsurge of an outraged public opinion, the 
revolt among the Zionist masses, the rift within the 
Movement and the harmful repercussions in the polit­
ical world both here and abroad? Where was their cau­
tion, their sense of responsibility, their vaunted states­
manship when they deliberately plunged the Zionist 
Organization into the abyss of bitter internal strife at 
a moment like this? 

Belatedly, they are now attempting to allay the 
storm of indignation they have aroused by representing 
their action as the consummation of the "democratic 
process" and by appealing to the Zionists' sense of disci­
pline to accept the result. The Council was hastily 
"reorganized" -without Silver-and the reorganization 
"ratified" by a heavily weighted ZOA Executive and an 
Administrative Council packed with personal appoin­
tees of the Pre ident. The Zionist masses were con­
fronted with a fait accompli. 

But all indication point unmistakably to the fact 
that the course pursued by the ZOA Admini tration 
was e entially undemocratic and ran squarely counter 
to the wishes and sentiments of their constituents. 
Region after region declared itself against the elimina­
tion of Dr. Silver and for his recall to leadership and 
the re toration of unity. 

.. 



"What of the Palestine Resolution?" 
By Jacob Fishman 
Article in the Jewish Morning Journal 
January 14, 1945 

Dr. Silver's political opponents have begun to be­
little the entire idea of a Congressional Re olution. For 
the time being they are doing it only in private con­
versa_tion, but they will probably soon be a serting 
publicly that the Re olution need never have been 
introduced in Congress and that its political value is 
inconsequential. It is only the President's good will that 
matters, for it i he and not Congress who determines 
American foreign policy ... The more one surveys the 
situation, the clearer it becomes that the way to a satis­
factory solution of the Palestine question mu t be paved 
by a Congres ional Resolution passed before the United 
Nations organization is established. 

Article by L. Spizman in The Day 
January 18, 1945 

All Zionists, including Dr. Silver's bitter oppo­
nents, admit that until Dr. Silver took over the leader­
ship of the Emergency Council, there was inactivity 
and stagnation on the American Zionist political front. 
When Dr. Goldstein speaks of the victories which the 
Zionist Organization of America helped to achieve­
President Roosevelt's pre-election letter, the Palestine 
plank in the Democratic party platform, etc.-he forgets 
somehow that all this was accompli hed as a re ult of 
the large-scale political program of the Emergency 
Council under Dr. Silver's leader hip. 

If the Zioni t leaders in America were concerned 
only with the higher interest of Zioni t policy, they 
would not allow Dr. Silver to fall at this time, even 
if a portion of their complaints against him were 
justified. Dr. Silver's removal con titutes a "green light" 
for the anti-Zionists in the Administration-and there 
is no lack of them-and amounts to an admission that 
the weaker, opportunistic element ha emerged vic­
torious in the Zionist movement. And if the J ewi h 
press, the Zionist ma se -Poale Zion, Mizrachi and the 
Zionist "man in the treet"-do not show active con­
cern and reveal the true sentiments of American Jewry, 
then Dr. Silver's removal from the leader hip of Amer­
ican Zionist political work can become an unforgivable 
political blunder with extremely tragic con equences 
for all devoted Zioni ts. 

Article by Philip Slomovitz in 
the Jewish News (Detroit, Mich.) 
January 26, 1945 

American Zionists are lining up m the current 
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internal i ue. While the executive and admini trative 
committee of the Zioni t Organization of m rica have 
taken a stand again t Dr. bba Hillel ilver and his 
group, a number of di ·tri t throughout the land are 
upporting Dr. Sil er' militant viewpoint and are 

demanding his return to leader hip ... It hould be 
po ible to reach a de i ion by a pl bi cite of Zioni t . 

This commentator urge uch action as speedily 
as pos ible, and he sine rely hope that the tand will 
be in support of Dr. iher's r turn to national leader­
hip in the Zionist movement ... Dr. Silver i a con­
i tent and vigorou fighter for ju tice for Jewry and 

Pale tine, and the Zionist con tituency will urely reject 
any plan to eliminate him from leadership. 

The errors committed by our leaders in control of 
the movement mu t be corrected immediately and Dr. 
ilvcr mu t be recalled to active s rvice. The Zioni ts 

of America mu t act ... promptly- and thi commen­
tator urges that they act in support of Dr. Silver. 

''Whither U. S. Zionism?" by William Kleinfeld 
Article in The Day 
January 28, 1945 

When Silver took over the ommancl, the great 
offensive was on at la t. He believed in what he was 
doing and did it superbly. In pired by hi magnificent 
courage, tceled by hi inflexible determination, the 
mo em nt mobilized behind him and went forward 
with a ru h to take po ition after po ition. The impact 
wa terrific; the ad an e eemetl irre i tible. It was a 
headlong thrust-a frontal attack upon official indif­
ference on the one hand and the un een force of anti­
Zioni m on the other. Cla he there were bound to be 
and strong resistance, but we were on the march! Were 
we going to press on to the end? 

It wa not to be. From the circle of Silver's imme­
diate associates-his colleague - the old cry aro e: Be­
ware! Caution! Let us arre t thi impetuous drive. We 
must not; we dare not. The ri ·k is too great; the out­
come in doubt. Thi man i dangerou ; he must be 
removed. nd Silver was "relieved" of his command. 

What of the future course? Where do we go from 
here under the old-new leadership? Will it be the old 
policy of "caution," of picking up crumbs of consola­
tion from the tables of the mighty and hoping for the 
be t? Or will it be a continuation of Silver' political 
offen ive under old-new general ? Will it be a cros 
between the two or a wavering oscillation between the 
one and the other? 

These are the questions which weigh upon the 
mind and hearts of merican Zionists. They explain 
the outburst of indignation over Silver's retirement and 



the insistent demand that he be recalled to leadership. 
They also explain why the controversy refuses to subside. 

"The Need for Dr. Silver's Leadership" 
By Louis J. Gribetz 
Article in the Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 
January, 1945 

The conduct of the (Z.O.A.) Administration is 
contrary to the expressed will of what appears to be 
already a major segment of the rank and file of loyal 
Zionists throughout the land . . . Reinforced by the 
entire Yiddish press, other Zionist bodies, and the great 
body of individual Zionists, they declare Dr. Silver's 
services to Zionism to be indispensable, and vigorously 
demand his retention in office. 

The heart and mind of the Zionist public beat 
spontaneously in unison with the aspirations and activi­
ties of Dr. Silver. Ardent and true Zionists know that 
there is no more sagacious, loyal or indefatigable serv­
ant of the cause than he. With scorn they reject as egre­
giously magnified and as specious the charge that he 
breached the discipline of the organization and thereby 
merited the o tracism inflicted ... In this crucial, tragic 
hour of Jewish life, the matchless courage, fervor and 
resourcefulne s of Dr. Silver are sorely needed. The 
Zionist masses cannot afford to be deprived of his stimu­
lating and sustaining guidance. Their whole-hearted 
and persistent cry for his return to leadership cannot 
be stifled or ignored. 

"The Crisis in American Zionism" 
Article in the Jewish Spectator 
January, 1945 

o doubt, the deferment of the Palestine Resolu­
tion is a great set-back and a severe disappointment. 
However, to hold Dr. Silver responsible for it and make 
him take the full blame is about the most unexpected 
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and unintelligent reaction one would have expected 
from the Zionist leadership. If not for Dr. Silver and 
his activities, American Zionism might never have been 
able to gain the powerful political support which 
opened the road for the projecting of the "Palestine 
Resolution" and the inclusion of the "Palestine Plank" 
into the platforms of the Democratic and the Repub­
lican parties. 

Dr. Silver's merits for the Zionist movement, and 
more particularly, the Zionist Emergency Council are 
singularly valuable and di tinguished. He is among the 
ablest men in the movement and the Jewish people and 
Zionism can ill afford to lose his dedicated services at 
this crucial moment . . . 

Observing the American Jewish scene as a whole 
and the Zionist scene in particular, one cannot help 
feeling that intellectuality and intelligence, coupled 
with broad general knowledge and comprehensive 
Jewish spiritual-literary attainments, are the qualities 
least desired in a Jewish leader. 

It is high time for the anshei ho-ruach-the men of 
intellect and the deed born of the intellect-to grasp 
firmly the reins of leadership instead of permitting the 
mediocrities to rule and ruin. 

"Lack of Statesmanship" 
Editorial in the Bnai Zion Voice 
January, 1945 

Had the passage of the (Palfstine) Resolution 
failed merely because of governmental intervention and 
nothing else was involved, the Zionists would have 
faced their disappointment with determination to over­
come all difficulties. But the incident was used to feed 
internal factionalism, to give vent to personal animosi­
ties and to establi h-in the heat of the moment, in a 
mood of anger and indignation-the guilt of the leader­
ship of the Council, specifically of Dr. Silver. Thus, the 
political crisis served to break the Zionist front. 

.. 
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Resolution adopted by Brooklyn, N. Y. Zionist Region 

Membership 10,420 

January 3, 1945 

The Executive Committee of the Brooklyn Zionist Region, 

having considered the crisis in the political affairs of the Zionist 

Movement in this country and the events which caused such 

crisis, at two special meetings held on December 18, 1944 and 

January 3, 1945 hereby RESOLVE as follows: 

(1) We deplore the ill-considered action taken by the ZOA 
Administration which brought about the resignation of Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver as Co-Chairman of the American Zionist Emergency 

Council and Chairman of its Executive Committee, and regard 

such action as inimical to the best interests of the entire Zionist 

Movement. 

(2) We affirm our unshakable confidence in the leadership 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and his policies, which we hailed and 

approved in the political resolution unanimously adopted on 

October 16, 1944 at the 47th Annual Zionist Convention at 
Atlantic City. 

(3) We call upon the Administrative Council of the ZOA, 

scheduled to meet on January 7, 1945, to take the necessary teps 

for the calling of a special session of the delegates elected to the 

47th Annual Zionist Convention for the purpo e of dealing with 
and acting upon the problems which brought about the cri is 

aforementioned. 

Resolution adopted by Connecticut Zionist Region 

Membership 4129 
January 3, 1945 

We deplore the rift which has occurred within the ranks and 

leadership of the American Zionist Emergency Council. We 
recognize that difficulties exist in dealing with various government 

departments and political leaders with reference to Jewish inter­

ests in Palestine. We recognize that procedures may have to vary 

from time to time in dealing with government bureaus and states­

men. In such dealings there may be times when progress is made 

and other times when reverses occur. 

We regret the circumstances resulting in Dr. Abba Hillel 

Silver's resignation after sixteen months as co-chairman of the 

American Zionist Emergency Council. His leader hip, as demon­

strated by these months of activity, has proven to be of the 

dynamic, militant and intelligent type. It was his strength of 

conviction, his driving power, his skill as statesman, his wi dom 
as leader, that made American Jewry more Palestine-conscious 

than it has ever been. 

The Executive of the Connecticut State Zionist Region pledges 

its continuing support of the work of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council under whatever leadership exi ts, and nothing 

herein stated shall in any way be construed as any reflection on 

the sincerity of any of the resolutions it adopted. Yet we feel that 

in this emergency Dr. Silver should be brought back into a 

position of active participation in leadership and we urge the 

American Zioni t Emergency Council to take action to this end. 

Resolution adopted by Laurelton, L. I. Zionist District 

Membership 478 
January 3, 1945 

WHEREAS the resignation of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver from 

his position as Co-Chairman has been accepted by the Zionist 

Emergency Council, following objections to his actions with 
respect to the recent vote of the House Foreign Affairs Committee 

on the Palestine resolution. 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Board advi e the Long lsland 
Zioni t Region 

(1) That this Board recalls the several requests made upon 
this District by the Zionist Organization of Ameri a and by the 
Zioni t Emergency Council to support the pending Palestine 

Resolution and to implement such support by action; 

(2) That the policy of appea ement has not proven effective 
and should be discontinued; 

(3) That this Board is of the opinion that the Palestine planks 
in the recent political platforms and the letter from the President 

to Senator Wagner read to the convention should be con idered 

honorable commitments by honorable men as they were un­
doubtedly intended to be; 

(4) That this Board acclaims the action of the House Com­

mittee on Foreign Affairs as a proper and consistent corollary 

to the party plank ; 

(5) That this Board regrets and is deeply concerned over the 

acceptan e by the Emergency Council of Dr. Silver's resignation; 

(6) That this Board urges that the Emergency Council 

reque t Dr. Silver to reconsider his resignation, so that the .Emer­

gency Coun il and all Zionists may continue to avail themselves 
of the militant pirit, the integrity and the zeal of Rabbi Silver 

which has so long served Jewry and Zionism, and so that American 

Zionists may continue to march forward together. 
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Resolution adopted by Long Island Zionist Region 

Membership 5490 
January 4, 1945 

RESOLVED, that we address ourselves to the Executive Com­

mittee of the Zionist Organization of America to request that 

some methods be devised whereby Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver should 
be reintegrated into the leadership of the Executive Committee 

of the Emergency Council. 

Resolution adopted by Pittsburgh, Pa. Zionist District 

Membership 4132 

January 4, 1945 

RESOLVED that it is the opinion of this meeting that the 

present breach in the ranks of the Zionist Leader hip in America is 
deplorable, and that every effort be made to restore unity in the 

Zionist Leadership, and restore the active ervices and leadership 

of Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver in the work of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council. 

A DBE IT RESOLVED F RTHER that a copy of the fore­
going resolution be sent to Dr. Israel Goldstein, President of the 



Zionist Organization of America, and to Mr. Daniel Frisch, Chair­
man of the National Zionist Administrative Council. 

Resolution adopted by Cleveland, Ohio Zionist Society 
Membership 1600 
January 7, 1945 

RESOLVED that The Cleveland Zionist Society, numbering 
sixteen hundred enrolled Zionists, expresses its complete confi­
dence in the leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, who as Chair­
man of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emer­
gency Council rendered such distinguished and universally recog­
nized service to the cause of Zionism. 

RESOLVED that The Cleveland Zionist Society whole-heart­
edly approves his political activities in connection with the Pales­
tine Resolution which was introduced in Congress and condemns 
lhc action of the representalives of the Zionist Organization of 
America on the Emergency Council who forced the resignation 
of Dr. Silver at a time when his services to our movement were 
mot needed. 

WE FURTHERMORE denounce these same representatives 
for their obstructionist tactics throughout Dr. Silver's adminis­
tration. 

We are convinced that this unwarranted action does not 
represent the true sentiment of the Zionists of America and of 
American Jewry. 

Resolution adopted by Charleston, W. Va. Zionist District 
Membership 276 
January 8, 1945 

After reading the statements issued in the recent controversy, 
the Charleston, W. Virginia District records with deep concern 
the difficulties that have beset the Zionist cause. It condemns the 
tactics and policies of the ZOA members on the Emergency 
Council that have led to the resignation of Dr. Silver. It further 
expresses its support of Dr. Silver and his vigorous espousal of our 
cause, and urges that he be recalled to the leadership of the 
Emergency Council, which he vitalized and headed with such 
distinction. 

Resolution adopted by Milwaukee, Wis. 
Zionist Emergency Council 
January 9, 1945 

WHEREAS the magnificent achievements of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council have been aborted and halted by the 
unfortunate dissension which has arisen in the leadership of the 
Council, and since the primary objective of the Council is the 
welfare of Palestine, the Milwaukee Zionist Emergency Council 
feels it incumbent upon itself to express its alarm and condem­
nation of the unfortunate situation which has ari en in the ranks 
of the American Zionist Emergency Council. 

We, of the local Emergency Council, under the leadership 
of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, have been constantly motivated and 
stimulated in our action to greater and greater effort in fulfilling 
the mandates of the American Zionist Emergency Council. We 
deplore the manner in which Dr. Silver was deprived of his leader­
ship as Co-Chairman of the Council and Chairman of the Execu­
tive Committee, and feel that his absence as Co-Chairman has 

shaken our confidence in the program and future of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council. 

We view with apprehension and disfavor the present struc­
ture of the reorganized American Zionist Emergency Council, 
and we call for a further and far-reaching reorganization, which 
shall include Dr. Silver in a position of Executive leadership. 

Resolution adopted by Uniontown, Pa. Zionist District 
Membership 267 

January 10, 1945 
We view with deep regret the breach in leadership of Amer­

ican Zionism that led to the retirement of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
from the po ition he has occupied in the American Zionist Emer­
gency Council with such marked success. 

We feel that the great respect and admiration we have for 
the vigorous leadership of Dr. Silver is reflected in the minds of 
many Zionist leaders throughout the land. 

At this critical period in our Zionist history the movement 
must not dispense with the gifted services of Dr. Silver. 

The dangerous breach must not be permitted to widen. 
We, therefore, call upon the national administration of the 

Zionist Organization of America to take immediate steps toward 
recalling Dr. Silver to political leadership with the sole purpose 
of restoring unity of action within the entire Zionist movement 
so that a Jewish Commonwealth can be established in Palestine 
as soon as humanly possible. 

Resolution adopted by Meriden, Conn. 
Zionist Emergency Council 
January 10, 1945 

WHEREAS the American Zionist Emergency Council, under 
the inspiring and devoted leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, has 
during the past sixteen months of its existence done a remark­
able job in educating public opinion to the cause of Zionism and 
in taking effective measures to bring about expressions of senti­
ment favorable to the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth 
in Palestine by both major political parties in America in their 
election platforms, by both the Presidential candidates in the 
recent national elections, and, but for the intervention of the 
State Department, would, we are certain, have brought about the 
passage of the Palestine Resolution in both Houses of the 
Congress. 

AND WHEREAS we are firmly convinced that the resignation 
of Dr. Silver as Chairman of the Executive of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council will be a serious detriment to the effective 
functioning of that body, and a blow to Zionist Emergency Coun­
cils all over the country who have come, justly, to look to Dr. 
Silver for inspiring and efficient leadership. 

AND WHEREAS we believe that in this hour of unprece­
dented tragedy for our people, our great leaders should be able to 
ri e above petty personal differences, which we regret to say, after 
reviewing carefully both sides of the question, seem to be the 
basic issue in the controversy between Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver. 

We, the Zionist Emergency Council of Meriden, Connecticut, 
met in session on January 10, 1945, earnestly submit to the 
American Zionist Emergency Council our plea that this tragic 
breach in our ranks be healed, and that the way be found for 
restoring Dr. Silver to leadership in the Zionist Emergency Council 
of America. 
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Resolution adopted by Brownsville (Brooklyn, N. Y.) 

Zionist District 
Membership 365 
January 11, 1945 

WHEREAS we view with deep regret the breach which has 

arisen in Zionist ranks at a time when we must redouble our 

efforts to secure the implementation of the magnificent expres­

sions of support for our cause which were secured during the 
last year under the dynamic leadership of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 

AND WHEREAS we reaffirm our confidence in Dr. Silver's 
leadership and in his policies, and being convinced that under his 

direction the political phase of our movement reached unprece­
dented heights, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we call upon 

the Executive of the Zionist Organization of America to reestablish 

unity in the ranks of American Zionism, and to heal the breach 

which has arisen-a luxury which the Jewish people can ill afford 
under the present tragic circumstances-by recalling Dr. Abba 

Hillel Silver to the leadership of American Zionist political work. 

Resolution adopted by Oil City, Pa. Zionist District 

Membership 69 
January 11, 1945 

We deplore the resignation of our great and courageous leader 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. We whole-heartedly approve and support 
his militant policy and future leadership. May the Lord strengthen 

him in his righteous fight for his people and bring about the 

establishment of the Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 

Resolution adopted by Dallas, Texas 

Zionist Emergency Council 

January 15, 1945 

WHEREAS, the Dallas Zionist Emergency Council regrets the 
resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver from the co-chairmanship 

of the American Zionist Emergency Council; and 

WHEREAS, the Dallas Zionist Emergency Council is fearful 

that the work accomplished through the guidance of Dr. Silver 

may be lost; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Dallas Zionist Emergency Council 

urge upon the American Zionist Emergency Council the continu­

ance of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver as a leader for the Zionist cause; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Dallas Zionist Emer­

gency Council impress upon the American Zionist Emergency 
Council the need for aggressive, militant action to work towards the 

approval of the resolution for a Jewish Commonwealth in Pales­

tine by the House and Senate Foreign Affairs Committees and the 

United Nations. 

Resolution adopted by Hollywood, Cal. Zionist District 

Membership 50 

January 16, 1945 

The present rift in American Zionist leadership is an 

unfortunate occurrence to be deplored by every conscientious 

Jew, Zionist or non-Zionist. 

At the time when unity of purpose and unity of action are 
essential; when the co-operation and services of all men of good 

will are urgently needed; when Palestine and the entire Jewish 

people face unprecedented ordeals and obstacles, the resignation 

of Dr. Silver, one of the most outstanding leaders in American 
Zionism, as well as the elimination of other constructive forces 

from the Emergency Council affects Zionist influence and interest 

for Palestine, not only among the various parts of the non-Jewish 
community in this country, but inner Jewish circles as well. 

Not going into details as to who is responsible for the present 
crisis created by the unfortunate action of certain groups, the 

Hollywood Zionist District assembled at its meeting on January 
16, 1945 at the assembly hall of Temple Israel resolves: 

I. That immediate steps be taken to bring Dr. Abba Hillel 
Silver back to the leadership of the Emergency Council. 

2. That the Emergency Council be reorganized by including 

representatives from the various Zionist groups throughout the 
land and thus not to leave the shaping of policy to a few men 
of the administration. 

Letter to American Zionist Emergency Council from 

Maine Zionist Emergency Council 

January 17, 1945 

On Sunday, January 7th, our Committee met and unani­

mously agreed to register with the Council our deep disappoint­
ment with the tragic happenings to our cause during the past 

thirty days. We deeply resent the attitude of the Council towards 
Dr. Silver because we have felt that the dynamic and successful 

program carried on by the Council was due, directly, to the 

energetic and statesmanlike leadership of Dr. Silver. 

We had hoped that the Council would carry out the resolu ­

tion passed at the Zionist Convention which whole-heartedly 
endorsed the administration of Dr. Silver. 

We are fully cognizant that the resignation of Dr. Silver 
culminated as a result of the embittered battle that has been 

raging for some time between Drs. Wise and Goldstein on one 
side and Dr. Silver on the other side. IL seems to us that the 

former have been determined to undermine the confidence that 

the Zionists have had in Dr. Silver's leadership with the motive 
of dominating the policies of the Council to please their personal 

inclinations and whims, without regard for the opinions of the 

rank and file. 

For the sake of our cause, we are demanding that the National 

leaders of the Council drop their personal animosities and unite 

their energies and efforts in order that we may achieve our goal 

speedily. We further ask the Council to recall Dr. Silver as 
Chairman of that body to carry on our fight to a successful 

conclusion. 
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PHIL W. LowN, Chairman 

MAI E ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Resolution adopted by Order Sons of Zion, 

Hashachar Camp No. 70 

January 21, 1945 

The Executive Board and members of the Hashachar Camp 

No. 70 of the Bnai Zion were bitterly disappointed by the action 
of the Zionist Emergency Council, which forced and accepted 

the resignation of Rabbi Silver as co-chairman of the Council. 



The membership feels that this action was unwarranted and 
hereby publicly proclaims its disapproval of such acts and deeds. 

The membership also feels that the services which Rabbi 
Silver has rendered to the Zionist cause are incomparable, and 
that through his efforts the Zionist movement has won a great 
many friends and a host of new followers. 

Therefore, the members of the Hashachar Camp are in agree­
ment with the Mizrachi and Poale-Zion Organizations in their 
demand to call Dr. Chaim Weizmann and David Ben-Gurion to 
the United States for arbitration. 

Resolution adopted by Richmond Hill, L. I. Zionist District 
Membership 459 
January 24, 1945 

We view with deep regret and concern the retirement of Dr. 
Abba Hillel Silver from the position he has occupied in the 
American Zionist Emergency Council and the breach in the 
leadership of American Zionism. At this critical time the Zionist 
movement can neither dispense with the services of a man of his 
abilities nor permit the dangerous breach to widen. 

We convey to Dr. Silver our sincere affection and admiration 
for his work in the Zionist cause and affirm our confidence in the 
policy he has advocated. 

With .the best interests of the Zionist movement in mind, 
we call upon the national administration of the Zionist Organiza­
tion of America to take immediate steps for the prompt recall 
of Dr. Silver to active political leadership and the early restoration 
of unity in the Zionist movement. 

Resolution adopted by Camden, N. J. 
Zionist Emergency Council 
January 28, 1945 

Neitl1.er men alone nor issue~ alone can determine Zionist 

Political Policy. We feel strongly that the adoption of a forthright, 
aggressive policy is desirable. On the basis of past experience, we 
believe that Rabbi Silver embodies this approach, and urge that 
he be placed in a position of leadership. 

Resolution adopted by St. Louis, Mo. 

Zionist Emergency Council 

February 8, 1945 

RESOLVED that the St. Louis Zionist Emergency Council 
views with deep concern the retirement of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
from the position of Co-Chairman of the American Zionist Emer­
gency Council and Chairman of its Executive Committee. World 
Jewry in general and the Zionist movement in particular can ill 
afford at this critical time to suffer a breach between such eminent 
leaders as Dr. Stephen S. Wise and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and 
obviously all efforts must be made to effectuate unity between 
these two great leaders without undue delay. 

FURTHER, the St. Louis Zionist Emergency Council. with­
out any attempt to pass upon the merits of the pending con­
troversy, respectfully insists that the national administration of 
the American Zionist Emergency Council forthwith invite Dr. 
Silver to resume his positions in the leadership of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council jointly with Dr. Wise to the end that 
harmony be restored in the ranks of American political Zionism. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution 
be forwarded to the national administration of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council, to Dr. Stephen S. Wise, to Dr. Abba 
Hillel Silver, to all Chairmen of the local Zionist Emergency 
Councils throughout the country; also to the national heads of 
the four groups affiliated with the American Zionist Emergency 
Council. 
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A LITTLE WHILE LONGER 

By 

RABBI LEO I. FEUER 

THERE are phras which b come la i b au of th ir um tan 

in which they are coined. This i on f th m- "ju t a littl while 

longer." 

The time was last o mber; th oc a ion- th internal di u ion in 

the Zionist mov m nt on wh th r or not the Palcstin Re olution p nding in 

Congress should be pr s d for action with or without the "gre n light." 

Zionist leaders were advised by the Stat D partm nt to drop the r solu. 

tion and leave the whole matter in the bane of the Presid nt "just a littl 

while longer." This caused considerable di agr ement, finally resulting in 

the resignation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver and a. victory for his oppon nt . 

Now several months have passed. The con for nc · of the Big Thr e is already 

a matter of history. So ar the discu ion whi h to<:>k place und r the 

Mediterranean sky between the leaders of the Anglo-Saxon d mocra i and 

the potentates of the Orient. The official communique are a matter of record, 

and both Churchill and Roosevelt have rend red their reports. Anoth r 

chapter of Zionist politi al history is closed and it i time to make a rapid 

survey of recent events and appraise the situation a of the mom nt. 

The official communique on the Crimea Con£ rence was il nt not only 

regarding Palestine but al o r garding th J wi h p ople and its d p rate 

plight, a fact which evoked some bitt r comm nt on the part of Harold La ki 

and others. There followed a sudd n bur t of nsational rumors growing 

out of the Churchill and Roo evelt meeting in Egypt. The rumor had it 

that proposals had been ubmitted involving the creation of a united Arab 



state embra ing Iraq, yria, Tran jordan and parts of Palestine, and the 

creation of a J wi h tat in th re t of Pal stin to be f derated with the 

Chri tian R public of L banon. This aused considerable excitement in 

Jewish ircl but turn d out to b a fla h in the pan. The Manchester 

Guardwn, taun h t and mo t c n i tent upport r of Zionism among Eng­

lish n w pap r aution d again t the a ptance of " rratic, unfounded 

report ... " othing mor wa h ard about the matt r; the report died as 

uddenly as th y wer born. 

ow w ha th authoritative statements of the Prime Mini ter and 

our own Pre id nt. Th latt r made only the bri fe t and most casual refer­

ence to the qu ti n in it N ar Ea t cont xt. Mr. Churchill did shed a tear 

over the suff rings and laught r of the Jews in Europe; hut when he came 

to di cu s the ar Ea t, hi tatem nts were ominous and profoundly dis­

appointing from the J wi h point of vi w. He declared that no agreement 

or decision had been reached touching Palestine, and that the question 

would be d f rr d to th nd of the war. According to an Associated Press 

dispat h, he n intimated that the Pale ti11e qu tion had been "eliminated" 

from the --genda of the San Francisco Conference. His report was devoid 

of a single ray or gleam of hope for the Jewish people or the Zionist cause. 

The only rumb of consolation which the pro-Zionist, Lord Strabolgi, could 

extra t from th Prime Mini t rs addr s was the fact that it contained 

nothing negative regarding Pal tin , appar ntly 1 aving the door open for 

a future deci ion. 

On the oth r hand, the Prim Mini t r went out of his way to spray th 

Arabs with c mplim nt . He v n prai d the Egyptian for not declaring 

war on the A i wh n their own t rritory, a invad d. H h aped n omiums 

upon King lbn Saud-an avow d n my of J wi h Pal stine-adding that 

lbn Saud's aid would b n ded at th clo of th war "in r achin(Y a solu­

tion of the probl m of the Arab world and of the J wish people in Pal stine." 

As if to complete th pictur on th ame da a di pat h from Cairo 

reported the possibility that th Arab 1 aders might give their as nt to a 

limited Jewi h immigration into Pale tin during the next five year a a 



ma(Ynammou g tur . It i w ll kno, n that Briti h a nt in th 

ha e b n laboring for n tim to p r uad th A rah to mak 

tur , whi h would put th m in a mor fa rabl lio-ht in th 

ar Eat 

d mo ratic world with ut in l in()' an p litical aerifi, n th ir part r 

an d partur fr m th pirit and l tt r f th Whit Pap r. It will b r . 

all d that the Whit Pap r pro id d f r th di ontinuanc f J wi h immi­

gration aft r th 75,000 rtifi at had b n hau t d unl forth r immi~ 

gration was agr d to by th Arab th m l . It i ntir l p ihl that 

Briti h offi ial hav brou ht th Arab t a f rmula whi h 

will p rmit a further tri kl of J wi h immi rati n whil pr rvin(Y th 

principles of the Whit Paper and without aff tin° th pr nt rati of 

population in Pal tin or ndang ring th two to n maj rit whi h the 

Arabs now hav . 

Vi wing thi omb r pi 'tur , n i n t urpri d at th t rribl r a tion 

it has evoked in J wish and Zioni t cir le , the s n e of h k and bitt r 

di appointment refl ted in ditorial comment and priva.t n r ation. For 

us as Jews nothing has come out of Malta, Y aha and Errypt but r newed 

frustration, humiliation and a sense of d f at. On i t mpt d to clutch at a 

traw. We are told that certain secret agr , m nt bav h n r a h d whi h 

it i too early to di ulg .. Who know , p rhap th J wi h C mm nw alth 

1 nuol tucked away om wh r amonrr tho r t arrr m nt , ar fully 

hidd n from sight 1 t th ' il fall upon it! It i th r ti all n­

c i able, but is it probabl ? What ha b n aid and 1 fl un aid b Chor hill 

and Roo ev It off rs no upport for uch a omfortinO' inf r n e. 

And what of our own Zioni t poli ? It i pr p r t a k wh and on 

what basi wer u h high hop built up around th nf r n f th Big 

Thr and so wid I di minat d? o mu ·h had b n r ad int th r qu t 

that th i ue be I ft in th Pr id nt' hand 'ju t a littl whil 1 ng r." It 
wa whi pered and bruit d about that th Pr id nt wa d pl in fa or of 

a J wi h Commonw alth and wa d t rmin d t pr f r it in hi m ting 

with Churchill and talin. H did not n d th barkin ional 

resolution and did not d ir it. H pref rr d to do th j b him If. He wa 



going abroad fully primed and could be relied upon to "bring home the 

bacon." Urging the passage of the resolution or bringing any other form of 

pressure was untimely, unn ary and would only be resented. It would 

jeopardiz the glorious victory which was in the offing. Dr. Silver's "aggres­

sive" policy was a menac . As one Zioni t leader put it, Dr. Silver was 

"gambling with the last hop of the Jewish peopl ." For that reason he was 

eliminated. 

What now? What conclusions and con equ nces are to be drawn from 

this new and humiliating d f at which the Zionist cause has suffered? Who 

has "gambled with the la t hope of the Jewi h people?" Those who sought 

to reenforce the presumably pro-Zioni t position of Churchill and Roosevelt 

by getting th Congress of the United States on record in favor of a Jewish 

Commonw alth prior to th m ting of the Big Three, or those who insisted 

upon dropping it, relying upon a favorable outcome ostensibly "in the bag?" 

We ha waited "a liul whil longer'; how much longer are we to 

wait? It is si years since the White Paper wa i u d and it is still on the 

statute hooks. Millions of Jew have be n ext rminated, and the doors of 

Palestine r main officially lo d. It is ju t about five years since Churchill, 

who ha d rib d himself a an "a ·chite t of the Jewish futur ," became 

Prime Mini t r. But nothing has happened. Also it is n arly five months 

since Mr. Roosevelt made hi public de laration in favor of a J wish Com­

monwealth and pl dg d hi h Ip to bring about its realization. What st p 

have been tak n towards impl mentation? 

A very h a y respon ibility was tak n by those Zioni t leaders who 

interrupt d Dr. Silver's great political off nsive, fore d his re ignation in 

defiance of the wi hes and entiments of the rank and file, and fost red illu­

sions and £al hopes about an imminent fa orabl d cision by th Big Three. 

They mu t now be held a untable for the n o-ative results of t~eir policy 

and for the di illusionm nt and discouragement which have followed. 

More clearly than e r before, it will now be seen that the controversy 

through which we have b n pa ing i not m r ly a matter of p r onaliti 



of persona~ disagreements between two or thr I ad r . Cl arl it i a ca 

of divergent viewpoints, of different politi al one ption and lin of 

approach. At the Atlantic City Conv ntion of th Zioni t Organization of 

America, it was Dr. Silver who paid the mo t g n rou and eloqu nt tribute 

to President Roos v It for his declaration of O tob r 15th. But it wa al o 

Dr. Silver who, in the same addr , warn d u that our battl da w re not 

over, that we still fa a hard truggl , and who cautioned u in th am 

breath-"Place not your trust in princ ! " He al o warn d ao-ain t any 

relaxation of effort, any partial d mobilization, any su pension of ur mili­

tant political action. And hi line was approved by a unanimou r olution 

of the Convention. As against that, as it uh qu ntly transpir d, oth r 

believed that the President's declarati n had u h r d in a n w p riod, th 

dawn of a new day in whi h dynamic I ader lik Dr. Silv r hould b 

relegated to the background and th r in of offi be hand d ov r t mor 

"cautious and diplomatic" g ntlem n. 

What has now happened proves Dr. Silv r to have been rio-ht and hi 

opponents wrong. Is it too much to sugg, t that th , ob ious on qu n 

should be drawn, that the d f at d dipl mat h uld gracefully r tir and 

Dr. Silver be recalled to leadership? 
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