
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         105           36           250 
 
 

Akzin, Benjamin, 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



J anu r, 14, 194 

Dr. B jamin Jkzin 
Jmerioan Zionist ergeney uncil 
1706 G Street, B. • 
la h1n ton 61 D. O. 

dear Dr. lkz:1.na 

1th r fer ce to r. Sa.Yre, I do not kno 
ou should not try to oontact him d cultiv te 

him. 

I am interested to kno ill th r you V< se 
Henderson. 

,, 1th all shes, I 

VerJ cordially yours, 

AH tGR 

• 



Dr. dn 
Or an! tio or 

- l th St. , ~ ; • 
~-.&ton , • D. C. 

d Dr. az· I 

Pl e ditto • 

F ru ry 7, 19 

eric 

ru 
rdon 

st cordi 

S&GR 

• 



February l, 1946 

Dr. B j_... 
uioni t O 1 tion or eri 
1720 - 161:1 Stre t, • • 

• to . t • c. 

re l.y ur l ttc 
to the lo of o r 
ZDA v a I 
oon i .e tio .. I bellev 
a ell ----~~, 
re . t ofti 
th t aroun 
'l'he d o 
to th ay Counoi 

,i i all od ah s, I 

oot cordinlly yours, 

reooe 
r th 

to 
le to 

C to 

ch tera. 
bep · a ted 

t 



Dr. Benjamin Akzin 
Zionist Organization of erica 
41 E!lat 42nd Street 
Ne 1 York, .. • Y. 

dear Dr. zlns 

! ch 151 1946 

In the arch 1 issue or the "Congressio Record" there 
app d th round-table i cu Jsio . bro c· st or February 27

, 

1946 from the studios of 'OR on th subject 'Palestine or Mass 
Suici e" un er the uJpi es of the American Le8t,'flle for a Free 
Palestine. Amon _; those ho particip· ted as enntor ,;.> uson. 

Sen tor aznuson as de to rep t the old libel mich Bergson 
G • 11e te have beei- sprea in throu h the coun tr,y, in spite 

of repe ted represe! tations ade to them and their disa.vo als. 
SE11ator gnuson states in this broadcast "Je h ve hea of 
demands for a Jewish state and a Jewish common . ealth in Palestine. 
Americans conno t go alon 0 id th sucll dem ds beaause they imply a 
theocracy, or they rlll lead to omin tion 0.£. one a ction or the 
opul t • on by another." ThL:>, o_ course, i outra(,;)eous. I am 
u • te sure th t the Sei.ator did 1.ot knot .;h t be s s in , or 

a..;a st mom hi statement s dlreoted. Senator agnuson has 
be speo.kinJ r ec tly unc.er the auspic s of var ' ous official 
t.ion • st bo ,ies mo are co tted to the pro ram of the Jewish 
State. 

I ,JOuld subgeot that you e e. ointment th the a tor an 
explain to b th d ..1e ieh sucll false and a'O'Undless atatanents 
cause. Explain to him at the Je·.dsh Agency and the Zionists of 
the rld ders d b the Je dsh State. Sho. him the official 
declaration of th ., Je sh ency on the subject, as ell s all 
ot.b r relevant official st temects on th subject. Tell him that 
the.., false charJes r bein0 m e to justity the sep atist activi
ties of the LeB.o~e for a Free Palestine. 

I u1 suwgo.., t th t you nloo send le t r to • Louis Bromfield, 
who to k part in th1 ,.. broadcast, as 1ell s s Ruth Chatterton. 
I do ot o th' t there i s y point in r sin--> this uestion 
a ,aiJ.~ th r. Gillette, r. Lurie of our office h con"i dera le 
corre r-O ei.ce i th him on the subject - to no effect. 

i th 1 o dshes, I remain 

ost cordially yours, 

AH :GR 



- .. 
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American Zonidl Gmergencg- Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS: 

Hadassah, Women 's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zaire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Shaker Heights 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 

1720 Sixteenth Street, Northwest 
Michigan 4480 zoN E 9 

June 24, 1946 

Confirming our telephone conversation of June 22nd, I wish to inform 
you of the meetings which Golonel Bernard Bernstein had with ~, essrs. Grady a.nd 
Dorr on the one hand , and _ r. Foley on the ot er. 1\1r. Fo 1ey is a close friend 
of the Golonel , and I h~d asked him -co spe k to 1oley in an attenpt to persuade 
him to accept appointment as one of the a1cer te.s to the Cabinet Corilllittee . 
;1r.r. Bornstein ' s meeting with Grady and Dorr w s, as far as I know , on his own 
initiative . 

1'1Ir. Bernstein i nformed me that Grae1:y and Dorr did not seem at e.11 
convinced in their ovm minds , nor did the., seem to have received a.ny instruc
tions, that t hey should try to speed up the i m..~igra.t ion of the 100 , 000 irres
pective of the delays :involved in the consideration of the other recommende.
tions of the J.inglo -American Committee Report . The;r emphasized to him, just as 
they did to me a few days earlier, that their task is to consider the Report as 
e. whole and that in doing so, they m.ust view the problem in the light of Ameri 
can Near Eastern policy . Since their conversation with Bernstein took o lace 
after Grady • s meeting with President Truman, their continued reiteration of this 
point of view shows that nothing was said to Grady by the 1>r esident v1hich woul . 
le~<l the Comn1issioners to think that the President wants them to s~eed action on 
the 100 , 000 . 

1 .. nother point me.de by the Commissionars to Bernctein was that they 
don ' t wa.nt to be pressuri~ed and would resent r.A.ny attempts to do so . They also 
wo1t]c\ not like to be bothered by too ma.ny people coming to sec them, but would 
prefer to have one channel through which American ~ionists would assist them by 
giving them any information which the i ionists want to submit to them or which 
the Commissionars may desire . In this connection, the Commissioners indicated 
to Bernstein tha.t they liked Dr . C.:·oldmann ' s ap roach to them, since he merely 
expressed e. read iness to give them important technical info mation ; whereas Rabbi 
Neynnan I s and my visit to them was viewed as n atteI11pt to r es sure them nd was 
rather resented by them. 
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r. bba Hillel ilver tTune 21, 1946 

Mr . :'oley confirmed to ::r. Bernstein his extreme re 1 ctnnc to accept 
a Position s altern te on the a.binet Co. ittee, vhi]e e did not ss. th t th 
acceptance of the posit j on b. 1 him is oxc luded, he said the.t it is e;:tre. e ly un
likel:v. F,, lev • s tryinr to get 1 r. I a.wrence ~~orri ap ointcd as the Trensury 
representative insteo.~ of hj..,self . ,.~r . orris is &.. for er law oartn r of Fol =iy , 
the son oft. fo ,..,,e:n· .r:.mer ;c n ,mbassador to B~ iurn, and, s.ccordinP- to .r . 
Bernstein , a nice but uninformed a.nd v..reak man vho would not rHt Cl!~dth h • s _ w ,',L 
fe ] ·, Co:nrnis sioner s ev n if e 1fere to t ke friendly attit lde . ~ ---- ~,-- ""'"4 

In a r ir.io1 to this inform::t1.on obtainec-1 irom Colo el B0r:1st e ·n, I 
10.s told toda.. from e.noth ~r source that t.:V6n ~~rnstoin' s visit to the Con.mis
sioners 1ras r esente by them 6G e.n &tte.:n t to r essurize the .. nnd th t , there
for , rie wou d not e the ri~ht .,, .en either to serve a::; channel et ·re n ts nd 
th CoJ..i.aissi ncr::, , 

In anulyz:i_ng t:10 3.bove inforP1atic1, it wo ·ld seem ·o me th t th, o. -
.. i s~ · oner -ttitudo in r esenting pre::;sure e.nd in not v;s.ntin to b 'hothured b. 
many visitors is only nat'.lra 1. I see no po int in irritat in th rn b. cont inuint: 
to ask v · rious eople to g;o and s0e then , and I do think the.t the? nr en it 11 d 
to have all our desir s re .. c11 them through one orson iri addition to r . r.old 
"'ann, who;I1 t oy re"'ard "s re!)r rontat ive of H. ezt in, tTevrry r thor thr.n s e. 
r nresente;l-;ive of 1meric n t..ion ictc. After et ·n C,ol,ne l ernctt:::in ' , re!"lort, 
I as inc 1 

• ned to think th&.t Derhaps I sho l vdt r r;-..w fror11 further confer en es 
with the~ and that he should be Gsked to r.erv1 as intermediary. ,ut in view of 
the s.ddit ion 1 in orma.tion obtr.,inerl today . ich indicates th· t they :c sented 
him, too, I bE>~ir, to .-mnder .fJ. \j, L;r \, sr ou not overlook their rt 01: t ,d ner -
s )nul re' c • io .s ::nd , hel,her I shou l not cont i.nue to sue l:f theri. wii. h na.ter • 
.nd, if nocessery, seo the·n Pvrsona J.. In eec1 , jn t l'Jrine; tii r . "Rern ..... tein ., 

th~ Commissio1 e:rs co •P- aine es )ecif lly of the att )r.'1pts to impreRs tt,em with 
the nl i ght of the D. P . 1 s in 1,uro e , Thi. v1a.s the ine t lren y ab1 i JJe·1wmnn , 
Nheror.,s I confined rriyself' to briltcine;, un th all gc politjcal ol st.r:..cles from 
the noi t of view of 1 merican Jear Eastern olicy to C1. ro-lior.i&t soh,tion in 
Pe l.P.st.i1 e . uincP t ey th<>'l'Y\se ves o.d.~it th t t1 i ~, is the n air ;oin ., o not 
see ho we car' fford to avoid giving them informa.t ion r gard ing this 
matter. 

itt:1:, 

On t.e o,her rnnd , if :'OU tin' ou do :' r·ten-Lion to th i.r 
1·e .,orted dissutisf'F.t it ion ,·vit.h ~ I .. ,o, Jd r 1co :.1.en tl1· t 1~e shou .. d r rtl ,lr 
I, 1 rie to un e:d;a ·e the _iob . He is one of the very fP. n on .e who cor .. hine v. thor -
ourh 1~now1 p:e of a. ] • 1 e )0 li.t ::i ca 1 c..q; m nt s invo] v d -.rit s of manner 
su h thrt i mi ht ovt.rcor..c the 1.n·lilJin ness of the Co1 ·1iis&ioner s to 1 e pres -

, .. rf;c1 . In ddit:.on , o is one or the few neon e connt,_;ct:-.d ,ith th :_, er enc 
Council who wou d be er ona. r.:; re.t a to Ll: e lT vi. h g nc:v in London . Therefore 
ufl;cr havin~ starte his v or i n this co1. nt1 y , 10 r.~ir;ht be t-sked to &c00 1 f.>.ny 
the 001'"11.itrn :i 01,l,rR ,hen • hey f;o co London . .t s :1-gain:)'l.; this , there i 1e i 'c c~ 
tr·.t 1e is c.. British suh.i c s such ;o, l<l striro • so)ev t fc.Jse note in 
talk'ng 1~.o .rJ1ericun Commi sinnt':lr~ on behc..11' of an merice.n 1.ov11ent e.nd in 
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Dr . )f:l. i 1 .e "'i 1 er ,Ju 1 2 , 19 

exnlainir. to then. l: ., vil)a'n:r oft B itish ov rn t•nt . u I L' it ' tla. t 
th &. va nta es outwe • gh t'1i disndvonte • , d that ~,e wi] 1 h"v 1.10 choo it. er 

} in- or m 1'01 rmr-n nt cont .... ct 1it' the Com.11· .,Hioners. 

3inc.:e ·.t is eoJenti Lo r n ·; th, c,o ta t soon 1-y of sr nc • n • rat -

eriv .. to the v01 :""I. $Si on ,r , I rnulcl "sk- yOl ... o in tn,ct us at your .,tr tu t ·on

venience s • wr o sh 1d 1 d rte e the ,iob. 

Irre~ pectiY" of' this , ·t becomes incro "'ingl,r cJ.et1r th t Hl o.tever r eo J 
oressure i" to be exercise s ou d be und rt'•k-en on mucl 'rtie;her lov r· h the 
Pro id0nt and t e thr --e mer.1.ber of the C bintt. he Jett ,r oi' the nin enator 

to the Presicent (incideni. l~,, it ..ilJ be rele sod-;-; day by ·••P-ner ' s fice) 

an, the pro 1osod vis its b~/ von and D1·. , is , .nd ~I the 1foa YorJ Con r .., i ,n 
1 eJ 6stion to the Presid nt wilJ , I hone ., ec ·o ·plish so .e r ~su ts in this connection . 

I ·ms very unh p y to h,ar about FoJey ' s relllctance to accent the :ob . 

It see11s t at iorr is v10u d be a most ine cqu~ t e su1')st itu~ o . e e,.r l; iJ J oinf; 

'1ere what e can in order to p.;et Foley or a.n ther strong and friendly I o.n s. ointed 

frorn he reasury . It is import int, of courr,,.,, not to a 1 ieno.te orr • s y £.nv in
d:i.cat ion of our e.tt ·t1.de. 

An im ort&.nt roh1 .r1 is that of the Ca in t Com..,itt e's ~t J f . Certe.in 

st ens a.re bein undertaken to ee to it the.it it s n cl be coT",posed of inteJ lit; nt 

and nbir se eop e rat·her than of state en r-tite stoop: ~s . In this connecti n, 

as in many other connections, I vo.nt to co., d most, hip:hl. th v,oocl 11ori· and 

coo · rii.tive b.ttitude or ,Jr. r 1, the r e .re 01 ·a.tiv of the j eric5.ll Je•lislt Con

erence in ras • nft011 • 

In vi (,ii of Co lone Eernste in' s em~ o.s is on the need to voi ~ore peo le 

s i.n the Con. irsioners, I " v su g ste to 'arr~ la. i ·o ' w.t '1e a.sk roi'es or 

Hand le:c l:;o e.hste in for the r-oirtent fro::i. coning to 'is.sh inr..,ton to "1eet:. ith the 

Corr1nissionrs . / ~, ~, f/J.Cvl k,e.,, 4~e/-; ~ , 

Sincere ,, yours, 

Ben.i .in • kz i 

, ;c.:w 
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Bernard ernateln 

D U )I 

Ont proteotion of the amall landholder in leatine 

Thi• m ra , prepa.r d in reply to qu tion by staff me her 

ot the Cabinet Committ on P le tine, repre nt but the pereonal opinion 

or a privat p r1on who had given • thought to the probl • oki 

th. knowledge of detaila, ould s eat hat for fuller da th binet 

Oomaittee oonault t Jewiah noy for ale tin, which body ha ea 

full etudy or the tt.r. 

Th prinoipl•• whi h• in the opinion cf the aut or, r nvol 

in any att tot a fair eolution of th probl of the 11 la holder• 

in leatine, are aa followaa 

I 

'l'he general approaoh tot rohl oaitive r th r than 

n1gatiTee T • inter at oft l l ahoul b protected inly 

by ••ure• deaigned to rai t ir 1tandard, not by dr conian reetr1o• 

tiona on t fr• dom of oooup tion or Paleatine•a reaident or on the orderly 

tranat•r ot private property. 

II 

Ct.re 1houl4 be ta n l the attapt• to proteot the intereat1 ot 

tlw amall la holder• in leatine aerve a •• na to 1ntrodu the ffila 

of raoial and religiou di•~imi.nation. AD, prohibition.a and reetriot1ona 

dealgned to pm nt the aale or land to. and it• purohaae or cultintion by, 

bera of a 1peoitio raoial or r 11 iou• roup open the door to 1uoh abt, .. • 

and ahould not be re1orted to. 



. . . 

III 

U the Land Lew Aot of 1940• with it• prorlaiona ba ed on di1orim1• 

nation between J- Ar b•• 11 repeal•d, the inter ate of th9 11 in

dind•l land owmr could be beat taken oare ot b7 legi1lation w oh wold 

ensure that •u h nall land owner,, irreapeotin ot reli io or raoe, could 

obtain oheap ored1t troa publio aouroe■ to help tlwa to inorea• pr uotion 

or get o-qr -rgeno1•. ! e would_. .... it poa•1bl• tort m to 1olff 

thl1r moaentary ittioultiea without being reduoed to ti- neoeeaity ot 

eelli their holding•• 

On the other ham. o&re ehould be tair.n to avoid orating a ola.1• ot 

oo ulaory -11 land owner• who would be prohibited trca • lliDg their 

land• and aorl into the cities in line with the general trend in oountr1•• 

which under o a prooeaa of modern1aat1on. re 1• al•o nothi to be 

gained by •1cing it i.Jllposaible tor a peaaa who, beeauae ot p raoml o1r• 

oua1tanoe•• oannot operate a ~a protitaol • o iapo•• ot hi• holding• 

and engage in IO!ll! urban occupation more auitable to him. Prov1•1on or 

obeap cred1 t by onrnaent owned or 1uperrl.1ed orecli t 1nat1 tutiona 11 the 

taireat JN&U of em.bli pe s nta to non the la without putti 

them. into a 1trait jaobt. 

Inaotar a• temnte are oonoer d• an additional euure that woulcl 

redound to t1-1r benefit woul cona11t ot a epeoial proriaion tor oheap 

oNdit tor 1uoh t nant, 10 a1 to enable th to buy amall lot• troa 

land OWD11ra. It po••ible. t credit rate tor •uoh loan■ ahould be ewn 

oheeper than the eredit rates tor ordinary agrioultural loau . 

While Arab• ratlwr than J may be expeot.4 to be the main bene~i

oiarie1 or thlae •••urea• 1 t would •e• aoat unnasonabl• and unju•t to _. 

an;y prOT1aion liaiti the 1oop• of auoh erec!it operation.a to non-J ... only. 



.. . . . - -
IV 

Sp oial proviaions y hav to b co ider d that uld rot ot a 

1mall landholder a , orcible lienation o ate re 

neoe1 e.ry for s a s di t r ily' liv lihood. h rotection 

ahould be forded o t 11 to owner•• or t1 h m -

a ad lot e~oul b oalcrula ifferently n on-irr ole nd 1 

res which re or o e irri ate. 

The• provisio ahould apply to 

racial or reli·iou group. 

11 1 holder• wha ver their 

V 

'1'he devic u d by t m.1h tional und of 1 aai its h ldi 

rath rt elli be vi in th light of' t t d'• a pir -

tion to a aist ins ttli Jews on th land eith r in cooper tive ettl•-

ment or as ndi vid sp cu t ve 

lli - o large a • nt o aettl nt by peo le 

without m ana, it lea ee la to t ularly adnnta ou ONdit 

tenaa. By retuai to ell ita oldi • o anyone (the retu1al to Nll 

extends to J a• 11 a to non-Jewa), t • u.re that thee old ng 

hould not b Ulff tor 1peoula io or ot r purpo ••• but ehould remain 

t the diapoaal of IDIAll • ttler1, ink epi with the charitable purpoee 

• ot ti-. oontribu or• to the Fund• 

There 1• nothing objeot1o ble in the aoouaul t1on o auoh holdinga, 

a.a long u t Fund in que1tion raaina a benn' lent tru1t nnagecl 1n tu 

intereet of th tanner• • lo oua prOYiaiona prohibiting the ••l• or 

apeo1tyi the u• ot land• ar wll known reatur• in the United state■ , 

in conneotion w1 th land gr nt ot the Feder 1 GOTer:nment a nd of the tee , 

in the••• or India lama, am in pri'fttely aoquire4 land.a of eduoational 

and othlr benffOlent iutitutiona . 
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Inalienability ot land holdi • ark• al o oertain fona.a ot lam 

owner1hip by the o■l aqt founda ion, and a ove nt ia ourrently re

ported on roo to aoquir 1 11 nable holdi • in the of an Arab La 

und. rovided t t t ee fun • ar naged in conformity with th ir o•-

tensible reli io • or ohar1ta 1 purpo•••• t r i1 no re on why exce tion 

• oul bet ken to the prinoipl or t 1 lie bility of th ir holdi •• 

But there ee to b conaider ble evi noe that their na nt pe ta 

zoe siv exploitation of t -- • it happena--Arab tenant• and otlwr abu•••• 

In the oiroumatance, a inveati ation with a view to re ial aeurea 

would e appropriate. 

VI 

The policy oft J ••• and oft report. Arab land tund to 

re triot th la e ir holdi to emb r oft reapeotiTe gro 1 

only, mi ht in th lo r n b op n to que tion. t the ti to • up 

thi pro bl ffl:>Uld co la r • wh n t r l o a hip between t two eeotiona 

or the population will hav 1 roved ufticiently to lee mixed rioultural 

ttl ment practicabl. 

VII 

Th r ia a tendency in 10 e oirole1 to Tift' the land robl in 

lestine in t light of an 11 g d need to prevent too uoh land talling 

1 to J wish hand•"• Thia ee to be the principal rational• of the land 

la now in for in aleeti • which pp ar far or inter tee! in "" _ _,..ing 

th J t n in bri in aotu 1 b ne it to Arab r ere. hire i• no ju.ti• 

tic tion in tb.inki or t problem in thee te • Th present inhabitant• 

of Pal tine ehould have equ 1 righte to pur•ue agrioultun.l •• wll al an, 

other aotiTi tie • ~uch additional Jm.ah i grant •• y o in 

hould al o njoy tl •• ri hte on th •1• of full equality. An attitud.e 



• I • • 

th t ,e k eli erately to preve t ex 1ion ot Jewish rio lt r ia oon-

o in in 1 an o n on r ., 1 t in h r • 

hat ia i rt nt i oneid r oon io aot n trends. ooord• 

in to o ert t n• rtu 96, 67 oft e non-J i o lation 

o Pale tine is rur 1. oond i • ons, t i1 is r io . i h i 0 t 

unli ely to inc • 

groin rt of t e r b o 

odern trends. Th r r r, th Ar 

l ndl aneas. i t o 0 

tion. d • n s to 

ett r'n hia ition Ji not int 

exolu1ive ri ht with ref r nc 

cti no en bli i to 0 or 

own th land ich e no 

nth oth r h n, 

r: • thar 

1 0 nto th o·ti sin 1· th 

r er, . nd 1 r , 11 not t d with 

t o r • it· et O or O ra-

er. ccord ' 

dir otion of ivjn h 

j r v :iu a or 

r"orit or 

v l le l nd r r , ut in th ir-

o rn th 1, nd of' c l ·l n h m to 

on J w on th Ian i oh 

bout l -18 • hie ie duo in y to artifici l reetr c ion ioh b 

ller , 

wiah 

t 

iah 

o l •b t rmer fro cqu "rin either r v t or u 1 • c ov r 

lestine . er I c r trioti na i oh lar r rt or t 

opulation of al st n, n of who rd ntly de ire to cult'v t th aoil, 

1d turn to a riciltur • 

In ddit on, th r 1• the jor proble ot lan for n a n the 

would- be Jewi h i nts to 1 in • 

o nor 

VIII 

Inste d of tryin t b 1 o r a in• J 

r itiou 1cr1min tory Tic 1, a 

of lan Tail bl to 

sh 1 nd holdin a 

r 1olution ould oon•id 

11 r r r• 0 coop •• inor ••in t tot l ar 

01' ind i Tldua l b aie . 1 oan be do t by thr 



_,_ 

(1) bJ' aettin, the govel'IIDIU\ '° p , public 1.,ama a, , Uapoaal 

of RCA oand1date1, 

(2) b7 enaoU :a: 1lrucw.re whicb. woul4 induo• owaen of lar1• 

tract• of uncUltt-,ated. lan4• to 411I>'•• ot ~- to would-be 11 fa.mer•: 

an.cl 

(3) b7 1ncret1ai t.he ,teld and therefore redu.o the •1•• ot be 

area reqmn4 to pro-ride l1Y•l1laoo4 tor a •1 l• taall7, ~ inwoduo,1on 

of .modern f. l'ld.ng •~4•, especlall7 lhrouc}P. ini,gation. 

lb pr • ntl7 cul ii lecl a..r of P·· l stine 1• eati ied \ 7 .a million 

dunuau. !l'Ae po\entiall7 C\11 U vabl r• unta, 4'Qcordinc to vel'Dlllen, 

••ti tee, to 8,?3',000 d\Ul\VU• accordiag te Jm eat1 tea to 10,519,000 

dunlJIU. !lie re 1 •• t erefore. a land. re•ene ot 1 lo 3 m1l l 1on dunwna. It 

1 • out of \hi• laad reaer •• and. \bro 1 1rr1 tion, nd not ~ 

J'1ggl1DC t:ra.a1fer reatrlction• of land al~ lTa\ed., t ta T w 
1ol'Y the agrioularal probl• of Pa.lea\ine ahould be ~,. 

fllere l• one diatinotion tlli;.•• 1n 11 fairaea,, nd.gll' b TOC&tei 

•• between Arab• a.ad. Jent ,ae diftereta0e beiwee t e eoTena i and \u 

lew18h ••ti '•• of ..iii_.1• la.u.a aaaoua•• lo abou, 1.1 millioa 4Wll818. 

fld.a 41fference apri.np frotA • tao\ iha\ i OTel'IUND.t calculate• oult1-

-,alllllv+ on '118 laas11 of p:rlmit1Ye Arab tai"IWIC me~. waer-.a Jfte 

•••-- ia.e ac1op•1on of re aoura IN\bob. 1, wow.4, therefore, be fair 

U.t lD d11tr1bul1M l\• pullo laau, ~ c;ovena ... , wou.14 ad.op~• pol107 

of glff.N prefereue to ~ ouad.14&\M 1n reape,o\ of laa4• nl'1•l)le 

unur arq ccm.d.1,1ou, and to J•• 1n reapeot ot laau whiola , .. J•• tlalllk 

tbq cou.11 r_..r al.Uft)le. 
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BENJAMI AKZIN 

1720 Sixteenth Str et, N. \V. 

\Vashington 9, D. C. 

July 17, 1946 

Dr. Abba HilJel Silver 
Mooseloolon.egantic House 
Mooseloolanegantic, Maine 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I had e. te.lk with Congressman Geller, who feels 
rather bitter about the defection of his Jewish collea~ues 
and of some of the Zionist l eaders in connection with the 
British loan. But he continues to be firmly convinced that 
the posit ion which he and you took ivas the right one. 

In the circumstances, he is more interested than 
ever to make use of his place on the z. O. A. ticket of dele
gates to the Zionist Congress, and would like nothing better 
than to go to the Congress if and when it is held. He asked 
me to find out whether his place on the ticket is sufficiently 
high to have assured his election s a de egate. 

I am sending a copy to vr. N umann, and, if I may 
add a personal hope of mine, I think a way ought to be found 
to place him on the list of the delegates elected. Please 
let me know what answer I can give to his inquir .. 

Sincer~ly yours, 

~ 
Benje.min Akz in 

BA:cw 
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W.A.SBINGTO POST 1•16-48 

OUTUGI IB JBllUSAIJ!lf 

In a ,tat ... nt -4• in tht Hou•• of Coaaona y•aterday. Prim• ini1ter AttlM 
4•olare4 that in Hek1 a eolution of" the Paleet1m probl• the Britiah oftrn
Mnt will not allow i t••lf to be preju4ioed. b7 aot• of terrori••• Thi• 11 a 
prai1nortbJ a~ atat.1Mnlia nam. It 11 al10 wholly realietio. flut bcabing 
ot the Xing David Hotel in Jeruaalem by £anat1oal aembere of the Irgun Z.1 Lelllti, 
underground Jewi•h organ11ation, whioh reaulte4 in a great lo1s ot lite,•• tr 
every point of. view an exeorabl• aot. It auat be oond•.mM<! 1n the 1ti-onge1t 
tera•• as it ha• been oon4 ... 4 not onl1' by lnglieh:men bu.t alto by the Jewiah 
.Agtncty" tor Paleotix.. • 

Y•t• it the Briti1h gonrnnwnt 111&.DI thie maniteatatlon ot blind T1ol•nee 
an exouee to go b•ok on ite cluti•• and obligatione under the undate or aa the 
oooad.on to carry out • tar•reaehine; prQgra.m of repre11d.on, it will haTe compound.et 
a ()rime. A tragio raot atand• out of a tragic aituation. That ia that the recent 
waw of violencM in Paleetine, where for years the Jewi h in..½ah1 tant• have d-.on
•trate4 exemplaey pati•no• and reatraint, ia the grim ••quel to the dilatory, 
•va•in and bankrupt policy which Great Britain ha• 1 teelt pur•u•d• Th• d•lay in 
oarryi out the :reoommendationa of' the J.nglo-Amerioan Coami ttee of Inquiry ra• 
gardi~ the 1ame4iate entry of 100,000 r•fu a J"9 into alestine hae, i n partiou
lar, esaoerbated feeling• that, in •om• oa1e1, lla4 lr•ady reached a fkn&tioal 
pitch of a~•r and fruatration. The l t~st outrar- in aleeti1e is a remindtr of 
the iapora-hi""' ne•4 of early ani:l oo atrt:.otin e.et on . 
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. S I .GT01 , • C. 

8/2/46 

I t ... :ed ith th Pr, i ant aa I u ested. 

thst c, i Jo int p 1 . ice nth t 

o nc,t quot ht 

riti h but or cour 

oonvino d 

I cannot nd 

n:--r:1 .. , Pr ented the r: tt ,r to the best oi" my o.biBty. 

~incerely, 

/ / i . G. Johnson 

Ih nk for the . ~ r i e 1 1 nd U{;, , t ;_o,. • 

Isl E. c. J. 
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American Zoni:il l.:mergenc';J- Council 

CONST ITU ENT ORGANIZATIONS: 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachi Organization of America 

Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 

Zionist Organization of America 

Dr • A. bba Hil le 1 Si 1 ver 
Hot e 1 i...ayf 10\rer 

lymoubh, :.a.sse.chusetts 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

August 2, 194 

WASHIMGTOM BUREAU 

1720 Sixteenth Street, Northwest 
Michigan 4480 zoNE 9 

1 . 1, • ii.cheson is renorte to huve said tod' y that Gr dy, Dorr 
nd Gaston have een instructed to reoort to the Cabinet Conuni-:;tee , 

i.e., Byrnes, 'e.tterson and Snyder, before meetin, with the esident. 

This ou ;ht to be considered s n favore.ble develo ,ment, since t e 
Cabinet me111.bers will prob bly l?nprof'~h the schcl"!le in a , ore critical 
suirit th n the ~ esident Ymu ld have done. 

2 . 'l'here are rumors in vashin~ton tho.t the British lan has 
been considered today at a meet inh of the IJabinet e.nd that the re
act in of the members of the Cabinet was a ne~ative one, rincipally 
on the groun,ls that the territory allotted to t!1e «Te 'iS is too small 

nd the gue.ra.ntees of Jewish imn.i rat ion insufficient . 

3 . I understand that the per.1a.nent of'ficials of the De a.rtment 
of State a.re very dovmhee.rted since t 1ey have been given to understand 
that the President h s a.rout decided to re,iect the British p. • n and 
since these oft'icio.ls were ver~ much in favor of th .t ol n . 

inc ere- 1 v . rour s, 

Ben,;anin 1.kziti 

B.t : cw 
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':)merican ZoniJl Gmergenc'J Councif 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS: 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr . Abba Hillel Silv~r 
Hot e 1 J,1ayf lov;er 
Plymouth, knssachusetts 

Deur Dr. Silver: 

ugust 3, 1946 

WASHIMGTOM BUREAU 

1720 Sixteenth Street, Northwest 
Michigan 4480 zoN 9 

From a reliable source I got the follo inr; tvro items of infor::1ation: 

1. In hist lk with Byrnes, 1ttlee said that if America will e.g-reo 
to the British nlan on Pe.lestine , Brita.in will agree to the tmerioe.n n la.n con
cerning the unification of the occuri tion zones in Germany . Byrnas, v,ithout 
realizinr-; that the Ger!'lan unifioat ion pl .n is as much in the British j nterest 
as in the 1.merican int ere st and would get Brit · oncurrence anyhow, was 
swayed by this offer . 

2. In talking to Byrnes, .tt.ttlee presumably said that if 1.meri '8. con
sents to the British Plan, Britain would agree to start to Move the lOQ,000 to 
Palestine on Seotem 3r 1st . --If this is true, some consider tjon na.,, be given 
to a.skin~ the .?resident to refer to this st tenent by 1. ttlee and suh";est that 
the 100 , 000 start moiring on , eptembor 1 pending consider· t ion of ot!1· r lo.ns. 
I am carte.in, thoug;h, that ny atter,mt to do so 11oulr! meet ,lith a. denial on the 
ot..rt of the British that they have eve r ma.de any such statement . ; ost probably, 
if ttlee ever said nyL hing of the 1 ind, he put it so vaguely th t w. coul 
not get f ar tr,rinh to pin him down . 

Sincorely yours, 

J3enjo::nin .t1..kzin 
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ISR11.EL GOlDS'I'iIN 
301~1 RJY L ONC~tU 
P~.RIS , :F'RF NCE 

1~ UGUS'f 13, 1946 

TIOi! B l~ BROUGHT BEl<}R;, IN'l 1~RNt 1'I0l·1,-1.L COlJRT 1 J\:DER 1 RTICI.E 26 OF t u- NDAT ; AND 

CH,.':,T"GR 14 OF CHJ T~~ STOP OBVItJUSLY BRIT· IN O 1D Rl◄\H,CT D ,·,for1u BlJT 1HIS 

Ai SWER IS !.iOST s.'.:F'J~· •Cl' VE ARGU,.1f~l.T FuR FUEL C O INION 1 .. iJD ,TW:'l'I} I.r•,S GOV ~RN -

M~~NTS IN IG 1lOH ING BRI'l'I H Rl,~1U,.ST • 11.'0P &\V, GIVJia THJ8 SUGG 'STION TO KOHN 

STRAIGHT C.t1BLE 



. 
; 

llr. Harry hapiro, luout1Y• Director 
jaerioan Zionist BINr enoy Cotmcil 
Stl lladiaon AYenua 
1i9W York, .,, York 

Dear piroe 

I haw been reque ted to tranaai t to you the minute a or ti. 
.. eting ot the a.ahington rgenoy Council held uat lS h, a 
to 4n.w the att.nt1on of the tional rgenoy Couno11 to th• 
No-ndationa tor national aotion aade at that • ting. The 
•al>er• or the looal -rgenoy Co 11 earuetly_rtQueat that urgent and• rioua attention be giYen to heir re •bdatrona by the 
otr1oer1 of the •tional rgenoy Couno11. 

A• you will reoall, I haYe 1Ten 
oo-ndationa OTer ishe telephone to you 
aorning. 

•• enoe ot the•• re
to Kan.eon ye1terda7 

inoerely, 

Benjamin &in 
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j; Ult 16, 19'6 

lb". Barry hapiro, BooutiTe reotor 
rioan Zioniat r enoy Cotmoil 

M! lladiaon .t.••m• 
.. York, Tork 

Dear Shapiro, 

Judge Herold oalled up thia aorni tr Shl'neport to a•k about lateet 
denlo nte. Be told he•• oi to telepbom Hutohleon to aug eat that 
••nd. a win to the Pre114ent phaaiaii,g the med tor the 1 ediat• a iealo of 
ti. 100,000. 

I inquired fr• Crua a• to the a4n1ab111ty of hi• 1tep. Cr\111 adTilN 
ainat 1 t, 11noe tha Pr••14ent ha4 'tolcl him 1aa n1 ht that he w.a nry hatl 

ln h11 reply to the Briti1h that the 100,000 t be diately adalttM. !MN-
tor•, he cl14 no1: beline &IJ¥ inteM"ention fr' •••ary on th11 point. 

. I phoDN Judge rol4 to gl ve liia thie intc tlon. Judge • 14 that 1w 
had alNady tal.bd to Butoheaon who reYMled to that when h9 had la1t •••n 
the Pre11clent, tlw Preaident 1a14 t t he 11 oi to aan the 1.anediate adm1.11ion 
ot the 100,000 & pre11aimry oonclition in oonneotion with &JV' reply wh1 h he will 
gift the riti1h. hoau•• o that, Hutohe1on 414 not think it oorreot tor h1a t 
••nd. a win to 'the Pre11dent about the •- matter, w1 thout being a1bd bJ the 
Preaiclent to do ••• M you •••• Hutohlleo1aam Crua' a Tien oolno14e4 n thia 1•• • 

Inoidentally, Qrwa h&a alrMdy told Dr. ilftr over ti. telephou about lan 
n1 hi:' 1 oonnr1ation. tou will later et a detail• aooount ot what happ•DM la1t 
nig~, tor your oont14ent1al into tion. 

Benjaain .&bin 



..American ZonitJl f.:mergenc'I Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS: 
Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boul,e'vard 
Shaker Heights 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 

1720 Sixteenth Street, Northwest 
Michigan 4480 zoNE 9 

August 29, 1946 

In a lighter vein and as a contrast to all your troubles, 
you might weloome reading the enclosed letter addressed at once 
to a Zionist leader and to a grand Rabbi. The sender did not seem 
to be quite clear to whom she is writing, and I think it is not 
unreasonable to assume that you are the intended addressee. 

BA:es 
Eno. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
Benjamin Akzin 
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oTellber , 1946 

llr. rr7 Shapiro, xecutiv• Director 
Mricaa Zioniat rgency Council 

342 Jladi■on Tenue 
lew York 11, ew York 

D Sh piro: 

• Hart is now stayin in aahington. has been in to ch with _, 
and told e about hia talk with Dr. SilTer r garding hia eatabllah ent aa a 
Waahingto correspondent ot hia newapa r. laturally, he waa Tery oh dia
appoint upo receiTing Dr. SilTer•• negative reply trans itt through yo. 
It ae I that he had in aind a budget or about t24,000 to :so.oooa ar. 

I ca well under■tand Dr. S11Ter•• nega i attit e to that. If all 
questions regarding Kr. Hart ere aatiataotoril nnered, eTen then the 1et-u 
auggeated by hia would •k• no aena. I a to that a oh ore reason
able approach to the proble would be to co iaaion hia to writ some article• 
tor our publications at a Tery 1ub1tantial tee, •o aa to sup 1 aent the aeag r 
inoo which h• would •k• •• c rreapondent tor hi1 per. t, ot course, a 
Tery clear ana er would haTe to be receiTed troa London to the queationa whic 
haTe aris n i our ■inds. I wonder whether Lourie haa he rd tro London nd 
whether h i now oo pletely aatiatied. 

rt nted • to have hi introduced to GoTer or Dewey, the iJatroduo
tion not to co• directly tro us or anyone aaaooiated with ua. Bia idea wa1 

that he ought to be able to co Tey hie ide • about the Kiddl atern aituatioa 
to the GOTernor as the aoat likely candidate tor the Presidency in 19'8. -- I 
could do it through ao• trie I ot ■ine, though you and Tuvi woul pro bl7 
b able to ha dle it eTen 110re direotly. I ahould like to kno • though, wh -
ther you want to giTe him any aaiat nee in this re pect. Pending the receipt 
ot your reply, I did not promise hi• anythin. 

Incid ntally. it you belieTe it uaetul, h might al•o b introduced to 
ople like S nator Br water nd • Dullea. The question ia. do ,ou .... nt 

th11 to be done. 

For th time being~ Bart think• ot eatabliabing h elt in aahington aa 
a re esentative of one or two iaportant Britiah oo rcial f'inu. Workinc in 
thia tield, he would haTe but little ti to help ua, but h ia r ady to con
tinue giving ua whatever h 1 he can eTen in thi• poaition. Be intends to go 



Kr • Barry Shapiro• kecut i Y D ireotor ove b r 4, 1946 

to Engl acl on oYember 29 and to return to thi• country in J nu ry. He 1poke 
to a tew 1ath ring• ot the For ign Policy A110ciation, including one in 
Au1tin, Texa1, and another in Springfield, Ma11aohuaette. He says that upon 
hia return to thi1 country he will haYe many more ·peaking ngage ent lin d 
up tor branchea ot the Foreign Polioy A11ooi t ion . 

It oocura to e that it might be a good idea to inquir from Joe Gol rg 
in Springfield. and trom aorae ot our triend■ in uetin how heh ndled him1elt 
at the•e meeting, and what impre sion he made on all concerned. 

It you b lieYe that one ahould continue keeping in touch with him, eT n 
thou~h we would not be linke4 or1ani1ationally, I would augg et quiet little 
meeting between leuaann, Lourie, Bart and myaelt. Suoh a meeting, in addition 
to whate~er 1ntorution we get troa London, ought to gi•• ua olear picture 
regarding the manner, it any. in whioh we ought to continue cooper tine• 
Ple •• let u know what you think or the euggeation. 

It, on the other hand, you haYe oome to teel that one should drop th 
entire eubjeot altogether, please let me know, ao that I will be bl to dia
en e ayeelt trom hi without o uetng hard teeltnga. 

Sincerely yours, 

B l'ljamin Akzin 

. 8A:ow 
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CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS: 

Hadassah, Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shaker Boulevard 
Shaker Heights 
Cleve land, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

~~JN~TON BUREAU 

x~Street, Northwest 

~::a,:060 ZONE 9 

November 7, 1946 

Mr. Schulson and I had a lengthy luncheon conference with Oscar Cox 
today. ~Je went over the entire situa.tion, but concentrated ma.inly on the 
desirability for Mr. Cox to discuss the Palestine situation with Secretary 
of Commerce Ha.rriman , a close personal friend of Cox. Mr. Cox agreed that 
this would be very useful. iccordingly, he will try to find out from Harriman 
what ia the real situation and the real obstacles facing us in London. If he 
finds Mr. Harriman somewhat taken in by the British arguments, he will do his 
best to enlighten him. ] r. Cox will also try to enlist Harri:ma.n's support in 
connection with future oolicy by this Administration. As the only member of 
the Cabinet beside Byrnes who he.s a knowledge of foreign affairs, J;Icz12im1Jl ~ 
also pointed out that should Byrn~s for any reason leave the Cabinet, Harriman 
is the most likely man to become Secretary of State, in which case his imnor
tance is still further enhanced. .{e also suggested to Cox that it would be 
wel] to arrange for you to meet Mr. Harriman before you leave for Switzerland. 
Mr. Cox agreed that this would be good but suggested that the contact be made 
directly rather than through hiIT-. I would suggest that we wait a week or so, 
until Cox has his first talk with Harriman on this problem, and then try to 
get you e.n appointment to meet Mr. Harriman. Please let us know whether you 
want us to do so. 

Cox has very interesting ideas about the possibility that the Ad 
ministration may have been che.stened by the result of the elections and me.y 
be therefore in a receptive mood for all sorts of ideas regarding the neces
sity of talcing an intelligent stand on a large number of important issues, 
among them the issue of Palestine. It is my i mpression that Cox intends to 
undertake something of a cruse.de in this direction. 

Sinc/d; yours, 

Benje.min Akzin 

BA:cw 
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