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ONFIDENTIAL MEMO from CHV and H MLeS to ‘-- %

concerning interview wiLJCgT} Ltai 'ord Cr 1\>[
at the Bourd of Trade BuilTinr - londaay, Augus T 15,45

o

We were unsuccessful in sécuring an interview through
the efforts of our friends at Palestine House. Thus
we resorted to the expedient of tele graphing Sir Staf-
ford "at the request of Reinhold Ni ebuhr. ,Immeuigtcly
response came from his office and an art ointment was
made’ at our convamience. We were cordiallv greeted by
Cripps who asked affectionately =bou 2inhold," his
family, the children, etc.
Then Sir ctafford asked us what brought us to England.
CHV explained the nature 019mf°¢10n and mentioned our
rel %tignship to Sir Wyndham Decdes whom Cripps s«id he
knew well. VWhen we mentioned the support of the Pro-
Palestine Committees in a score of countries, Cripps
interrufpted to ask:"By 'Pro-Palestine' do you mean
'Pro-Zionist'?" When we answered affirmatively, he
then remarked that the problem was a complex and thorw
ny one, an issue that could not be solved by eilher
an Arab program or.& Zionist program,.

"There was a time,"“he continued, "when I was favor
ably impressed by the Zionist fro ram and adhered to

to it for the most mxkx part, but no longer. The pro-
blem is too grave today and 1s, I bkieve, not capable
ol solution. There was a time whanf it 11 kL have
bean settldj/fairly, but that was back in ]9 5« Now it
is too late. At that time I spoke against our govern-
ments policy in an address in the House of Commons.

I fear it is now impossible toYBnything about it. The
Arabs have been formed into an Arab Union and they have
threatened violence against the Palestinian Jews unless
they have their way."

We countcred by saying, in HMLeS's words, that "we

have been led to believe through reading the authorita-

tive oboervo .ions of our Jewish friends and Christian
socistes that this threat of violence is exag ggerated ™

To this sir Stafford vohemcntly responded: "No I can

assure you that here there is no exaggeration. 1 am

completely convinced that the danger is real. I've

been out there and I know. I've talked with the Arabs




and especially with the Egyptians. You see, they

are afraid of becoming 'hewers of woodf X and drawers
of water.'" We pointed out that Arab living condi-
tions had been improved and that no Arabs haa sufiered
by Jewish activities in Pelestine."Noy' said Sir ctaf-
ford, “that may be true, but wuat counts is what the
Arabs think. As one of our famous judges put it one
timeg 'the set of a man's mind is just as real zma
MpEtEer as the condition of a man's stomach.?® Tucr“
will be bloodshed and real leLLbL¢k1<S in the Midul
'hvct’ *NMQ"T&% --C.Wﬁ
B Cad » boilla tig M W
CHV then suggested e Colonial bi,LCdef e
beén respons 'ula for this ;ﬁﬂ te of afr1alirs ana tial
had created it This Sir Stafford denied.

He felt that the iscue should be deslt with by an in-
terngtional comuission to which it shoula be referred
and by whose decision al.l perties should abiae. When
“»Lco asked him whether Great Britain would be willing
to relipguish Palestine as a base in the Midule East,
there was no answer. -- Cripps said that he was not
entirely in eccord with his party on the matier ana
had never lined himself with the "Zionist elements in

the Labor Party.®

It was his contention that: the Balfour Declaration had
placed Great Britain in a frightful mess by promising
Pulestlne to both the Jews and the Arabs; that Balfour
later realized what he had done and issued a statement
to reassure the Arabs. -- Further, he was concerned
beczuse Poland had found in Zionism a mervelous excuse
fof expelling the Jews years ago. - - When asked what
was to happen to the Jews of Kurope, there was no
rcsnonse.B\A/C Wd({mm Xno W%M««
Bk o ol . o, L Ao s Oronik Ogpodunad bascilebl,.
He mentioned the growing anti-Semitism in the USA. Ve
m-ntioned similer trends in England and he aiscounted
the trend, but noted that the prejudice now growing 1in
Britain is due in large part to "the clannishness of
the Jews." He had Peen forced into certain trades =--
ae@®*if you'll not@d when a Jew enters a trade, he
drives everyone else out -- and oi'ten goes into the
most disreputable trades. Perhaps our barring him
from certein tredes is responsible for that. Here in
Britain, no Jew is in the building trades, for the
unions just won't allagw oA






