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2 ' I S MASSA H ETT A\ 1 t r N 

WA Hll\C.TON !-i, D < 

ADAM 8 8 00 

H EtiRE \X' COM HTTEE OF ATIO AL LIBERATIO 

April 2, 1945 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann, 
President or the Jewish Agency for Palestine, 
77 Great Russel street, 
London, W.1, 
England. 

My dear Dr. Weizmann: 

This letter, and the proposals it contains, are the re­
sult ot a wry exhaustive analysis of the situation and I 
wish to a ssure you that in this analysis, as well as in the 
preparation of our proposals, we have striTen to the utmost 
of ~ur ability to be impartial and not let prejudice and 
griennc~s becloud the issues or affect our think1Il8• 

Ever ywhere - amongst all shades of Jew1 sh opinion in 
this country, in England and even in Palestine - there is 
an accepted tendency to see the national disaster that has 
befallen our people in Europe as just one more episode in 
the long chain of sad episodes w1 th .tiich our history is 
studded. But it is an inescapable fact that Gernany has 
managed to deal us a bl ow on a scale which surpasses any­
th1Dg we have endured in the pe.st. It is an inescapable 
fact that the decimation of the Jewish population or Europe 
is not only a multiplication of severe.l million personal 
tragedies; it has completely altered the position of our 
people in the world and it bas completely altered the course 
of our future national existence in Palestine. 

Since this is true, all the plans that were formulated 
prior to th s national disaster, based on past experience 
when there were some eight million 1ews liTing in ~'urope, 
must be alte.red in some way. In tact, the changes are so 
basic that it is clear that new plans and new formulas 
must be fot.U¥! 1! we are to recuperate from the mortal wounds 
which have been inflicted upon us. 

True, there has indeed been a great intensiticetion of 
Zionist activity. The Jewish National Jund and the other 
funds have nearly doubled th~ir incomes. But not -therein 
li~s the solution or the present problem. FOl" it is a tact 
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that the Jewish National Fund, a ter forty years ot activity, owns 
only some three percent ot the r- 11 or Palestine, and it is still 
a fact that our population i n Palestine, n twenty-tive years ot 
the most arduous and praetieally miraculous efforts, increased by 
some 500,000 people which, at best, is only about ti~teen percent 
of the number of lives we have los t 1 the pas t years. 

And then there is also a broaaer question. Whet Germeny has 
already done to us will indeed remain as the blacke ~ and most 
barbarous crime EllY nation has ever committed. But 1 t would be 
self-delusion to ignore the tact that at the same time it has af­
fected our status throughout the world. All propaganda notwith­
standing, the Germans did not dare do in any consequential numbers 
to other people what they have done to us. 'ill.en • y speak of 
"Russians,• HPoles,• "Greeks," at¥i "Yugoslavs who have been. ex­
tenninated in human death factories, it 1a wt p etense. The world 
knows that overwhelmingly they were Russian-Jews, Polish-Jews, 
Greek-J ws and Yugoslav-Jews who were exterminated. And the world 
was slow in either feeling or expressing a sense of shoek at lil.et 
was happening to us. 'I'b.e ,facts are that, even while the war 
against these same cannibalistic Germans is going on, Anti-Semitism 
is once again on the march, not only in countries like Rwnania, but 
even in Holland, France, England and even the United States. "Kill 
all the Jews• has remained the slogan, even after Oswie eim and 
Treblinka. 

To proceed in t he :race ot such facts with the same methods 
end in 'the smn.e tempo as in the past, to our mind, means to proceed 
to utter obliteration and destruction. Not only shall we never 
have Palestine, but even the fate of the Jews i n the big, old 
democracies is bound to deteriorate and ultimately to reach a 
disastrous state. The key to the situation, however, still re­
mains an adequate solution ot the problem of the Jews i n Europe, 
a problem which certainly cannot be solved without a swift solu­
tion of the Palestinian problem. 

Every surviving Jew in B.'urope is sick to his soul f..r.om what 
he has ha.d to endure. He has learned his lesson and 1s eager to 
proceed to Pale st ine the day he 1s liberated from the Nazis. But 
already months have passed since more tbB.n halt a million such 
Jews have been i;:revented tran going to Palestine; have baen forced 
to remain where they are and seek some means ot 11velihoo and ex­
istence. These are tired and worn-out people. It t hey are tore 
to make compromises and adjustments and ac opt again an interior 
lcind ot lite - but one which is a great relief compared with lite 
under the Germans - they will accept it. At l east , large numb rs 
of them will. They are not better than any other nation and the 

.majority of most nations, whether they be American, Irish, Polish 
or Russian, has always been willing and oontent to live in condi• 
tions of hardship and subjugation. (Revolutio in ell these 
countries was accomplished by a very small minority.) 



The J ews of l!.uro~ toda , however, t 1 ho that he 
r ason they cannot go to Pal estine is becaiu:,e t e r not 
yet o·ver mid t hat as soon as i t i s over th y 11 be ble t o 
proceed . Shotld, however, a s 1tuet 1on develop where tor s ix 
months or y~ rafter the termination ot hostilities in 
Eu.rope immigration t o Palest ine is still on a scale o! 1,000 
or 2i000 a mont h, a situation is bound to ar i se in wh1ch the 
number of people who will be 1111.lling to go to Palestine will 
beoone pitifully small and the future of Palestine thus 
sealed. 

Our adversaries are aware or this am it 1s to that end 
that their policy is designed. Your eanpatriot and co•religionist, 
General Sir Edward Spears, we.a gleefully saying in London only 
recently that the Palesti~ problem was •solved" since after 
the war there wi l l be no Jews left in Europe who will want to go 
there. 

The objecti~e, therefore, must be to make it possible to 
transfer to Palestine some 500,000 Jews in the first six months 
ot the transition period that will follow cessation or hostili­
ties in Europe am to plan the absorption ot amther million in 
the year that wl.11 follow. Only a reasonable approximation ot 
this goal oan save us and put us on the road to recovery fran 
the national disaster which bas befallen us. All the various 
palliatives tb:lt are being suggested can breed only disaster. 

In order to fight them and in order to make it absolutely 
clear to tm Mandatory Government, as well as to tl:e mole 
world, tmt we intend to exercise our international rjght to 
go to Palestine and live there, a policy must be ado.pted and 
publicly proclaimed to tm t effect• and plans ought to be made 
and launched to commence the actual transfer ot large numbers 
of the surviving Jews ot Euro~ into Palestine. It was being 
done on a considerable scale in 1937-38-39 and even during 
part or 1940; it can be done on a much larger scale now, 
British opposition notwithstanding ; only that now it can and 
should be done openly with tm assistance ot the friendly 
governments ot t:00 Uni tad Nat ions, which did not recognize "the 
Chamberlain White Paper policy and which are on record as op­
posing its provisions. Most important amongst those, ot course, 
is the Govemmant at the United States . 

The Hebrew Committee at National Liberation bas dertsed 
such a policy and publicly proclaimed 1 t. It is also engaged 
in the execution ot plans to implement 1 t. I em sending you 
under separate cover the Statement or Policy whioh was published, 
together w1 th tl:e texts of communications from us to tbe Manda­
tory tor Palestine, on the subject ot tl:8 rescue of tb9 1ews 
of lsurope am their admittance into Palestine. 



.&.nother very cruci al set ot problems 
a solution is requ1 r 1 i s (1) ~be q stion 
world ot those Jews vho are d. t ize of t r 
do J!2i desire tiO ioove to Palestine ; a d (2) 
ot the rele.t ions between the Jewish r l igio 
"Je,llrish Commonwealth". 

r 1c . elieve 
the t u 1 the 

cou nt 1 and lho 
t he ge~ rsl ()lest i on 
and the propoa d 

When yru speak at a J'ewi sh Commonwealth, are ycu proposing 
the establishment or a theocr atic s tat e? Yet what else can it 
m.ean? 

It is impossible to deny that we Jews ar e primari ly a reli­
gion; at any rate, t~re exists a Jewt s r eligion to whidl mil• 
lions ot people the l'ilr ld OYer actuall adhere. The term •Jewish 
Commonwealth" therefore inevitably denotes the ruggest i on ot a 
theocratic state, precisely such as uld be denoted by the tem 
"Catholic Commonwealth". 

Of course, historically speak i ng, J ews are des~endants 
ot tre E11eient Hebr ew nation whose na i al t e rri t ory was Pales­
tine, am "th. ere a r e sti 11 mmy people o f Hebrew descent in the 
world, particularl y i n :&astern Euro~ actually members 
or that ancient and unrecognized H b nation which never ceased 
to exist, though in exile for 1800 yea s. They 11 fed through the 
centuries i n exile - in •Galuth" . o ~ t b y are referred to as 
" stateless Jews,• or as m mbers or J' 1 h nation 1 minority, 
which compr i ses both tm J'ewish rel 1 nd Jewish . na ionality, 
and which was r ecognized umer the t er a ot th V r a lles Tre ty 
in some Eastern European states, si..t c iS Czechos ovakia, Poland , 
Rwmnia , etc. 

This status, however , is in eb.ar contradi ction to the 
status of Jews in the western democracies such as France, and 
England, and particularly to their statu in 'the United States 
where the J'ews are solely a religious, cu l tural eonnnunity on an 
equal footing witti Catholics and Protest a s, enjoying an absolute­
ly full equality uDier the law and legally undi tinguishable from 
any other Americans. 

When Zionism was formed as a polit ical movement , 1 t meant 
the actual rooving of al l J'ews who believed in Zi nism from 
Caarist Russia and the .A.ustro-Hungarian :Empire, where the move­
!JJ9nt was formed, i nto Palesti e. Today tbe Zionist Organizaticn 
of Ameri ca and the Zionist Organization of Great Britain are a 
dir ct cont i nuation of that same movement and adhere to the same 
principles. Yet not even a fraction ot the Zioni sts in the 
United States are Actually plann1 to leave their country ant\ 
move to Palestine . 1on1sm today has be com , to millions or 
Americans, bot h J'e ~ an , Christians, a oo ..fusing i xtur e of 
national, a religious and s piritual movement. 



I 

I beg to stress again that this letter is not written in 
any spirit ot reproach or criticisn but r ~ther with a deep­
rooted desire to be of service in an hour of desperate need ot 
the tormented He brews in Europe. We say, the ref ore, the. t it is 
impossible and unnecessary to maintain in 1945 in the i ted 
States the sme principles or organization and objectives of a 
movement ¥hich •s organized in 1886 in Czarist Russia. The 
world has changed greatly during these years, but there were 
no changes mde in the structure or Jewish lite in the world. 

One other reason, and a very fundamental one, for the basic 
need tor a radical change is the tact that the tireless efforts 
ot Zionists all these years haTe truly brought t.b.em triumph. 
They have attained the major objective ot their aim: the re­
establishment ot Hebrew national life in Palestine. 'Ibis is no 
longer a proposal, a plan, that has to be attained. It is an 
accomplished fact. There is a young nation, active and alive, 
living on its soil in Palestine, only tmt nation does not ex­
ercise self-determination; it 1s not tree; but neither are many 
other nations in the world today, small or large. 

But this does not contradict - indeed, it augments - our 
basic thesis that, with the existence of a Hebrew nation in 
Palestine am with the existence ot hundreds or thousands of 
He brews in Europe - people who have the right aDi a desire to 
rejoin their D8t1on - the problem is JX> longer one or laboriIJg 
towards such a goal as: •There ought to be established a nation­
al home tor the Jewish people.ff 

The 8> al tod91 is to win recognition for the existing Hebrew 
nation amongst the nations or the llDrld, to achieve the right of 
eelf-determim tion for every Hebrew in Europe whether st 111 umer 
Germany- 1s yoke or in liberated territories, or whether prevented 
by the Mandatory for Palestine from proceeding hone. 

As a result or changed conditions, an entirely new structure 
has come into being, and J' ewish life the m rld over must adjust 
itself to, and benefit from, this change. 

The tine has come to make clear - both for the airTival ot 
the Hebrews ot Europe am the best interests or tbe Jews of the 
United States - the tw¥lamental difference that exists between 
a "Bebre.- and a •Jew," in terms ot the political realities of 
the world. 

It is the difference between a nationality and a religion. 

There are 700,000 Hebrews already li"fing in Palestine. 
Hundreds of thousands of the surTiving Jews ot Europe are also 
Hebrews: they are those Jews who are not in Palestine today only 
because they have been physically preTented from going there. 
They have g1. van up, or are all ready to give up, 1.mmedia tel7, 
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their German, Hungari an, Rumanian, etc.,· cit i zenship. Because 
of their tonuroue predicament and in order to enable them_ to 
reach Palestine, they should be regarded as Hebre1f8, that ia, 
as nationals of Pal estine, even t hough they haTe not yet ar-
ri nd there. 

It is obTiais that this 1a not the oaae w1 th the 5 ,000,000 
1ewish citizens of the United states. They are Jmer1efll18 and 
wish to remain ..._rieana. '1'b.e7 are not now Hebrews but are 
._rican.a of Hebrew ancestry-. Like all other ._ricana, tm7 
haTe a national extraot1oa (Bebrew) quite apart from. and in 
a4dition to their religious _affiliation, llb.ich ia 1ew1.ah. Thua, 
I, who sign this letter, am a lwbrew who practices the lewiah 
religion, while Rabbi Wise is an -.rice 1lbo practices the 
lewish religion. Our religion 18 the ame. Our nationality ia 
different. This distinction between religion and nationality 
1• more familiar , but not more signitioant, in relation te 
Catholicism.. Tb.ere are American Qatholics, Spanish Catholics, 
English Catholics. There is no contusion there between religion. 
on the one hand , and nationality on the other. , 

Yet it 1• precisely the widespread confusion llhioh c!oea 
enst about the nation of Hebrews and the religion of 1en 
which blocks effectin solutions of our problem. Without euob. 
eonfuaio11, a1111ons of American citizens of Beb:raw descent 
could begin to liTe in tu.ll ha:r110117 and integ~e.tion w1 th the 
millions of other M18r1cana •o are also oonseious and proud 
of tbs nations frQD. which they hail. -

In order to be able \eat to realize our platform. and pro• 
posals, let us imagine that your proposed •1ewish OQmaon.wealth• 
has been established. A nuaber ot question.a will demnd uners. 
'l'hese questions wil l inelu:le the following: 

1. Does ,veg lew in the 11):rld autoatically become a 
citizen of the 1ew1sh Commonwealth? And if not, which len 
do a nd which do not? 

2. lib.at woul cl be the status of Moal.8m and Qiristiau 
who will reside in the •1ewish Comaonwealth, • _. who llif!t . 
wish to enter that country? Would their nati onality be 1..,., 
ish•? 

3. Who would be the diplomatic representatina of the 
1ew1sh Commonwealth? Today Palestine is represented by the 
World Zionist Organization. Rabbi liee is at present ita 
leadi~ represente.tin here in the U~ted States. 1111 he 
therefore be appointed the 1ewish Commonwealth Minister to 
the United States, or will some other arr&DB••nt ban to be 
aade since be ia an -'meriean ci tizent 



4:. What w111 beoons ot the 1ewieh Agency which was in• 
tended to rap resent "the interests· ot the Jews or the 'M>rld• 
in Palestine? The proclamation ot the establishment ot a 
Jewish Commonwealth will not eliminate the interests of the 
Jews of the world in Palestine. Does this mean that the Jew­
ish Agency will proceed to negotiate with the GoTel"DJllent of 
the J'ewish Connnonwealth on behalf ot the J'ews ot the world? 
Or here again, will some other arrangements have to be made 
and the :'"awiab Agency undergo some changes? 

5. What will beoom ot the World Zionist Organization? 
Will it continm to exist as a sectarian international J'ewish 
organization, ar will the tact ot the establishment ot the 
1ewish Commonwealth call for some changes in its structure? 

6. P'ine.lly • whet will become ot the World 1ewish Congress? 
Will this too continue its ertstence as an 1nternet1onal 1ewish 
body and attempt to sp,ak tor the "J'ews ot the world11 on all 
political questions, or will such representation be no longer 
needed by the establishment ot the Jewish Commonwealth? 

e believe that 1 t is . the lack of any practical 8Jl.8wars 
to th above questions, a8 well as to mny similar problems, 
which is the biggest obstacle standing in the way ot the 
rescue ot the Hebrews ot Europe eDi their restoration to lite, 
security end freedom in Palestine. We believe that it y-ou at­
tempted to View J"ewish lite the world over from the point or 
Tiew of an already existing "J"ewish Commonwealth,• and it you 
attempted 1n tace and solve the actual problelll3 ot the establish­
ment and integration ot such a commonwealth, you would tind 
yourself solving one by one all these pi,obleu in a manner 
similar, it not identical, with the proposals contained in this 
letter. 

But not only is this ot urgency and ot crucial importance 
tor us Hebrews, it is essentially needed tor the well-being ot 
J"ews eTerywhere. 

The Z onist leader&hip owes an explanation to those ail­
lions or p .. sona ot Hebrew descent who adhere to the J'evish 
religion d lho prefer ot tree choice to remain natiomls ot 
t e count es in which they now 11 -ve. This is ot particular 
mpo tance tor the millions of Americans of Hebrew descent who 

to as integral a part of the United Stat es as the people ot 
Dute, Irish or British descent, and Ibo neither have nor 

hould he.ve any different tie with Palestine than tm others 
hav th the oountrie& trom which they originally hailed. 

Even the Hebrew national disaster in Europe and th• ail• 
lions of casualties it claimed have failed to secure a large• 
21oale intenention on the part ot the gOTemments and leaders 
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of the U te Rations. We say that this 1a not bee u e of th 
lack of good w111 on the part at people 11 Roosevelt, Stalin 
and Churchill, 11, Stettinius and Eden. We say this is primari• 
ly because ot the co ion and the imponderable tormu of our 
present existence in the world. 

The insist noe ot J'ewieh leaders that the .. e ex ta a un. -
Tersal lewiah people which makes it possible for a "Je" to be 
a member of the erican, the Russian, the .Argentine, or, for 
that matter, the Germ.an nation., and s ultaneously also e a 

ember ot the •Jewish people• is utterly unreali t1·c and political• 
1:, m.eaningless. It 1.8 because the J'ewi or e tions he.Te 
asked the aid of the goTernoent s of the Un t et ions or this 
•Jewish people• a political on-exist nt +tty - that no bi 
on a goTernmental scale s bes unde taken d o te mill ons ot 
casualties and despite a sincere d sire on the ... ot es d 
Roosevelt and mEUlY other key otfi cials to help our peopl • 

For example, the World Jewish Co~rese ant ,=~H--sentation 
at the San ~raneisco United Natioru, Cot rence. You o elf, 
Dr. Weizmann, expressed your indignation that the• ~ people• 
were not invited to be represented there. What Jewish pe ple , 
Dr. Weizmann, and who shoUld have been invited? Let W!I pre 
that you as President of the J wish ~ency and Dr. Wise Presi-
dent of the World Jewish Congress are the t spokesmen t th 
• ewish people". Do you really bel. ieT h t the GoTernm.ent of 
he Uni ed States wld haTe addressed formal diplomatic n ~e 

to you and to Dr. Wise inviting you to represent the "Jewish 
people at an intermtional conference? Could they ignore the 
tact that you are a Bri ti eh subject and '111.l there is only 011e 
way in lbich they can d al with British subjects and th tis 
through the British Gover!lllent? Can they ignore the tact that 
Dr. 'liee is their own national and 1s E!P ing to b repre nted in 
San !'re.nci co• as all of tbe other AIIJIJricans ar , by t Ame ~1can 
delegation which was appointed by the President of the Unit d 
States? Could they, particularly in the tace of a risi ti 
ot enti...Semitism in both countries, give an of c . r co ition 
to the contention that •the J'ews are mt actually ricans b t 
are a foreign element which is no quite a part ot the count , 
and that th Jewish cit zens o Gr t Brit 1 are not .tual 
~ngl.ie n; they are for t rs co just h ppen to res1 i 
Great Britain and are act ◄ ely nd politically a part o.,. a to1e gD. 

people - the 11J'ew1sh people". 

Surely you mu t realize that the conference 111.11 be attend d 
b:, representatives of goTermaents or national authoriti s, each 
speaking tor a specific national entity em3. surely you must see the 
absurdit7 or requesting that you, an Englishman, and Dr. Wis , an 
American, be g1. Tm a seat at the Conference by Tirtue ot your 
being he ds of organizations lhich are canpoeed not only of citi­
zens of all the different United Nations (who will represented 



by their own goTermnenta), but also c1tiz ns ot neutral count­
ries, such as Sweden, Portugal and Argentina (which should not 
be represented at all.) 

It one wanted to be exa~t in hie logic in this matter one 
should stress the tact that under the policies ot the 1ew1.sh 
organization the same equality ot citizenship lllhich the 1ews 
haTe in the United States aDd Great Britain should be recognized 
tor the 1ews in all countries, including Rwl&n1a and Bulgaria 
and Italy and Germany. You, there:t'oro, actually want to get an 

invitation ot your qwn Gowrnmenta to represent in San J'rancisco 
a sort ot •1nternat ional" ot your own and a Tery broad"11linded 
one, as it .also includes enemy nationals. 

Ot course you will not be represented at San Francisco and 
the result will be that neither Palestine with its 700,000 
Hebrews ncr the surviving Hebrews of Em-ope will be represented 
in San hancisco. 1ust ae we do mt exist at all on the political 
map ot the world. And the 1ewish Organization will go on blaming 
the out side world while the :t'ault is their own, tor 1 t is they 
who maintain and enforce a set-up which makes it impossible eTen 
:t'or our staunchest :t'rien:is such as President Roosevelt to come to 
the aid ot our people on a truly laree governmental seale. 

Although mst government otticials have a vel"J' negative 
reaction to the m,re existence ot such 'tiodies as the "World 1ew-
1sh Congress,• and the 1ewish Agency, they accept the verdict o:t' 

•the Jews themselves• ot what they oonsider •an internal 1ew1sh 
affair", and ha Te done nothing about it. 

Basically this is the only complaint we can have against our 
friends in the Jmerican GoverDlll!!tnt. They should have ta n the 
1nitiatiTe end explained the political impossibility ot the present 
set-up and advised a new and workable one. They did not becaise 

they think that Jews are capable enough o:t' taking care ot their 

own interests. They believe that the Morgenthaus , the Frankfurters 

and the Rosen.mans, while members ot the Amerie Government, IIIW3t 
have good reasons for permitting a situation to continue 1n which 
they are also being politically represented before their own 

Government s nembers of another political entity - the •J'ewish 

eop.1.e• - on qu sti ons o t foreign and international poliey . But 

11" t y took the trouble really to look into the problem. tba7 
Ya() ld find that there is no re11son tor this state ot affairs 

other than contusion and inertia. 

Jews have done up to now hls been to i gnore all this 
and eously demand: "Recognize th Jews as one ot the 
Unit T .ons," "Proclaim the Jews prisoners ot war,• "Give 
the Je representation at tm Peace Con:terence ," "Establish a 
Jewish Commonwealth," and at the same time, "The 1e are the 



most loyal American citizens,• "Th J'ews are the most loyal 
British citizens, • •The 1ews are t most loyal Arge t1DB citi• 
zens.• 

The results wer tour llion dead. 

The results were retus 1 to r eoognize their murder as a 
crime. 

The results are r fusal by UNRRA t 81.Te one lo ot bread to 
the .«>0,000 surviving , starTing Hebr ws .. Rumani whom it insists 
on treati11g on the same tooting as it treats th 1r Rumanian murder­
ers. 

Tiie results are an absolute d adlock ot the PaJ.estinian irob­
lem, and the result, it this is g,ing o main our "platform, is 
bound to a shitti of the cond tions lil.ich brought about the 
disaster in Europe to other places lllhere large number ot Jews are 
cong1'9gated. 

One ot aerica•s greatest tates ~ a Dlln who &till wields 
through his position . predominant lntl1.1 nc on worl affairs, once 
told m., in a concise phrase: st make up their mind as 
to what they are." And this, Dr. - .._ ..... _ .. ~, is the crux of the 
problem from wh1 ch there is no e so t w do not decide what 

are we will have a con in in f onns ot th present 
status of tbe J'ews the ,.ld o er. rvive until such 
time as an ideal world w ... 11 b ate.bl., en it will DBke no 
ditterence whether one has a country or a nat ion or a territory 
or a border or an •1'111'; when all human bei s c n 11 e um.er God 
in ~rue treedom and equalit • I b ie that S'uch e. world will 
ev~ntually come to be, but if welt the Jewish situation remain 
as 1 t is there 1 s m do bt what soenr in my mim that hardly a Jew 
in the world will survive to live in that• , 

What is wrong w1 th t 
,, aasiailationists" say that 

say that all J'ews are p rt of a p -people," and that tbsy ould. so· 

ruoture is t hat the 
lat nd the "Zionist a" 
t c led the •J' ewieh 
g 1 a in • 

What we propose to abandon t is de crati and impr ciioal 
point ot vi w lbich ... alls for arbitrary enforcement ot a certain 
status again.ct th 11 ot tbe 1ndiv1du 1. Sut-ely, Dr. W izmum, 
it is undamocr tic when you try o tore Bosenwal , for ex-
ample, to belong to a nation to whi oh h• a not o belong 
and whose e:xiate ce b deni s. It 1s u s wrong on • Rosen-
wald' s part to deny me the right to be o to the JJebrew nat ion 
and to ineist that I must become a Ge an o a Rumanian -
Santo Domingan. 

It can thus be made cle r that there 1 Hebrew nat 
lilich ad.her only those wlr:> w1 h to d e to 1 t ( a 1 't 

D. to 
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with any other nation? and not a "Jewish nation," whioh involne 
every Jew whether he wants it or not • 

~ife want Palestine, therefore, as a tree state and not "a 
Jewish state". It is only then that we can tell the .American­
Jew.ish Committee and the American Council for Judaism, and the 
Ang10...Jew1sh Association and all the othe.r non and anti-Zionists, 
that they should have the good grace not to interfere with the 
affairs of a nation to which they do not belong. And it is only 
then that the breach will be healed and the question ot ~the 
Jewish people not agreeing amongst themselves in ,egard to Pales­
tine,~ which has been a major obstacle all these years, will be 

solved and dropped. 

* • * * * • * 

All that we want, as I very well know all you and your 
fellov1 Zionists want, 1s to bring an end to the scandal of the 
territorial homelessness of a great and ancient nation. If we 
do this we must with cold sobriety realize the fact that the 
Hebrew nation is not composed of all the people in the world who 
are commonly referred to as Jews, so~ thirteen or fourteen mil­
lion of them. That our task is not to solve the •homelessness• 
of the Morgenthaus or the LJrd Samuels or the Litvinovs. We 
must realize that we cannot have a tree state in Palestine and 
an international "Jewish people• at the same time. We can have 
one of the two, e.nd it is up to us to make our choice. Once the 
independence of Palestine is secure and every Hebrew has been 
enabled to return there, the present ~ewish problem will be trans­
formed into the following: 

1. There will be the State ot Palestine (or .whatever n81",e 
this self-governed country might call itself): the national ter ­
ritory of the Hebrew nation. 

Here will live several million people adhering to the Jewish, 
Christian, Moslem and a nriety ot other religions.. But just as 
the ne.tion inhabiting The Netherlands are the Dutch, just as the 
nation inhabiting Iraq are the Arabs, so the nation inhabiting 
Palestine is Hebrew. Palestine will have no state religion, just 
as there is no state religion in the United States, tor to have 
a state religion is against the principle of freedom ot religion 
and surely Palestine ought to have as complete a freedom ot re­
ligion as is found in the United States. 

2. In many countries ot the world there will be people 
professing the Jewish Religion, but these will be purely E.!.­
ligious c~mDJnitiea. 
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The Jewish organizations will haTe to be purely religious 
or cultural organizations, for there will be no need or justi­
fication for political activities on behalf of Jews. 

This framework will provide for the Jews or the United 
States a national designation which they alone lack among all 
Americans. It is because they lack such a designation that the 
term "Jew• 1s extensively used to denote national origin. This 
is of no little significance, nor is it a play of words. It is 
of great significance because the tenn •Jew" meaning an active 
affiliation with a religion, is today also construed to mean 
an active affiliation with a foreign nation. 

when one says General Knudsen is Danish, one means he 
!!ru1, Danish. When one says Just ice Frankfurter is Jewish, one 
means he is Jewish. If one would say Justice Frankfurter is 
Hebrew, it too would mean he.!!!!! Hebrew, for his Hebrew affilia­
tion 1s a matter of the past, and is as possible as Knudsen's 
Danish affiliation, while his Jewish affiliation is an active, 
daily state-of-being. 

Moreover, as things are today, when the ~ brew ne.t ion 1 s 
so completely interwoven and intermingled w1 th the Jewish Religion, 
when you say 11Hecognize the Jewish state," "G1ve the Jewi.Dh people 
a seat in San Francisco• (for all vmo say "Jewish people" actually 
mean •Jewish nation") you could not possibly distinguish whether 
you speak of David Ben Gurion, Mosche Cohen - a stateless Jew 
now on the Isle of Mauritius - Henry Morgenthau, or Lord Sa111Uel, 

tor all of them~ Jews and all of them are actively practicing 
those things that make them Jews. I for one could never detemiine 
whether Henry Morgenthau is "more" a Jew than Ben Gurion, or 
vice versa. What difference can there be between them but that 

Henry Morgenthau is an American and David Ben Gurion is a Hebrew, 
and so is Mosche Cohen of ~~uritius. 

When we say "Recognize the Hebrew nation," 11Give the Hebrews 
a seat in San Francisco," it clearly defines whom we speak of, and 
it i s right to ask representation for the Hebrews because they are 
not o therwise r epresented. 

The term "Hebrew" will become synonymous with nPalestinian" 
once the country is independent and everybody C9.D. be easily made 
to know that Mr. Morgenthau and Lord Sa.cruel are not Hebrews or 
Pale stinians, though they are Jews. 

Of course, we are fully aware of the fact that this dis­
tinction cannot be made internationally known over night, but 
experience since the establishment of the Hebrew Cor.miittee in 
-.~ashington last May has shown how rapidly and easily people 
understand the basic distinction and adopt it. It should certainly 
be strictly adhered to in all appeals and approaches to the 
governments of the United Nations. 
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We must establish now a national status tor those Jews who 
haTe not acoepted or arenot subject to any other national sov­
ereignty. Must the Jews ot Palestine remain aibjugated and the 
Jews in Europe remain stateless or accept forced 1113mbership in 
the German and Rumanian nations? Must all these be denied the 
right ot Hebrew nationality because the Jews or .America or Eng­
land, and or many other lands, do not need or wish it? "Illy are 
you denying us the right to claim Hebrew nationality now? Must 
we have no voice of our own and accept the humiliating and dis­
astrous status or •stateless Jen•? 

I regret, Dr. Weizmann, that this letter is becoming exceed­
ingly long. I wish I knew how to express my views in a briefer 
and more concise form. But it is not a memorandum or a political 
communication or a literary pamphlet that I am writing. I am try­
ing to present to you and to the other leaders or the Zionist move­
ant an analysis of the reaction ot the members of the new genera­
tion or Palestine, of that Palestine that you helped bring about. 
Is it so hard to conceive that Palestine has produced a number or 
young patriots mo are sincere and wio resl.ly want to serve the 
interests ot their people? 

Must it be that we are, as your oolleagues have been frantic­
ally and publicly describing us, a group of selfish and greedy 
•crooks" who are trading with everything, even with the blood of 
the millions or our martyrs in Europe? Must 1t remain a Zionist 
objective actively to vilify us before the American and British 
Govermnents and public opinion, at great expense and use or public 
tunds collected for "the poor Jews of Eul-opeM? Or 1s it possible 
·that Palestine bas brought forth in the past thirty years a new 
generation .of sane, healthy and stalwart Hebrews? You have re­
cently visited Palestine, Dr. Weizmann. You saw them there - husky, 
Middle-eastern lads, on the farms and in the factories, performing 
a Herculean task or colonization in circumstances harder than any 
ever undertaken be:to:re anywhere. 

That new gene~ation ms also produced thousands ot youths 
who are today smarting in British concentration cemps, in Palestine, 
in the jungles, in Eritrea and in the Sudan to which they have 
been exiled. It has produced Shlomo Ben Joseph, who went singing 
to the gallows in 1938 though he bad harmed no one. It has pro­
duced Bet Zuri and Hakim, whose composure, spirit ot sacrifice 
and courage won them admirntion, even trom their Bri tieh execu-
tioners. 

Is it impossible to concei.ve tmt that Sam! Hebrew generation 
has produced a numb~r of men who have dedicated themselves to the_ 
service of their people; who,having faith in the inherent decency 
o:t mankind, are determined to fight tor their people by means ot 
politioal weapons and with the strength o:t the support and · triend­
ship which our national struggle is oouin to receive from the 
people or the United Statesi 



~ust all stalwart and courageous Hebrews stay in Palestine's 
concentration camps and, driven to desperation, engage in assassina­
tions, or just suffer in silence and leave the representaticm of 
our nat on.al interests solely in the hands ot ui.erican 8Di. British 
Zionists? Is it not only logical that a number of them have come 
to the United states and with the help ot the people or this gener­
ous and mighty nation ere endeavoring to secure recognition of the 
renascent Hebrew nation and the independence or Palestine? 

In the course ot our serving the Hebrew people in the past 
eight years, we have always endeavored to discovertbe root of the 
obstacles that all these years have prevented a solution of the 
age-old problems of our people. 

We ourselves spoke of the "Jewish people" and ot the 
"Jewish Army" and of the "Jewish State," even as you and your 
colleagues speak today. lie know now that our very successful and 
hi story-making campaign for the creation of the "Jewish Army" in 
this country has not created such an army. only because a "Jewish 
Army" is e.n impossibility; only because people throw into our 
faces HCatholic Army" and ~Protestant ~y" and only because 1! 
we said ~Jewish ArmY" and meant the Jews of Palestine, the state­
less Jews and volunteer Jews from neutral cruntries, the AzT13 ican 
Jewish leaders thundered beck: "What's wrong wi h the .American 
Army? Why shot..ld my son not go into th Americon Army but join 
instead the Jewish Army?" 

Had we made it clear too . it is a Hebrew ~-umy tr~t we wanted , 
the:-e might 1.e·1e been an e.rmy t lQ ..: nd.red tho ·~ a stron nc 
marching into the heart of Ger ny. 

B t even at thi lat date yo r ~ er to c 11 that same 
Ee brew Brigade, that i8.S formed o uch as a result of our et- • 
forts • .,'.Dhe Jewish Brigade" o t1-et ,. contribution of Nel 
over a mi) lion Jews today fight ng o fields of batt e Le world 
over is con used w1 t ... ,,he one m g .., " "' ev:i h Brigade " sent to 
the front ust -when he shooting in ., r ope is nearly over. 

In thee isting confus·o • you : ns sted on, nd ot from the 
Colonial Office, the ght o-f .:ngl islunen of the J ev. sh Religion, 
who have been fighting and G" ng with the British nny s ii:ce the 
first day of tbe ,mr, t t nsfe to the ''J YJ i:;h Brigade,.. You 
die no nress the rig. of ~ericans o the J •i~b P~ligion to 
transfer to the J ewisb ige.de only becau >e you kn \" th ~ ricens 
\.oulc. never con~ent to it But we receive nurc.erous re uest 
from Zionists in England, who ~pported our~ Committee . that 
we campaign in t.J.is country to get ~erice.n Jews to join the 
~Jewish Brigade•. 



lie dia. 11ot permit ourselves to be dpminated by old notions. 
We learned from experience. We learned as we worked in a rapid­
ly changing world. 

Thus we learned that a mercy organization of such high stand• 
ing as the International Red Cross was unable to extend any worth­
while assistance to our tormented people in Ji.lrope, not because ot 
bad will or lack of sympathy, but because •the International Red 
Cross works among nations and not among religions." 

We learned that United Nations leaders retrained, in inter­
national political statements on atrocities and war crimes, trom 
mentioning the word "Jew'' because of their anxiety not to segre• 
gate their own Jewish citizens. But the N~zis naturally took 
these omissions as direct evidence of the lack of consideration 
and interest on the part of the big United Nations powers, and 
proceeded without tear of reprisal to accelerate their campaign 
ot extermination. 

We learned that there existed American civilian organiza• 
tions tor giVing assistance to Greeks and Yugoslavs and Poles 
and every other afflicted nation; that 138,000,000 Americans 
have been asked to contribute towards their funds, and with each 
contribution went an expression of sympathy and friendship for 
these foreign peoples. But the Hebre nation could not receive 
anything because you insist on referring to us as Jews and making 
us subject to, and the exclusive concern or, only six million 
Americans who are Jews by religion. The other 132,000,000 Alllericane 
are not only not asked but are thus being prevented from giving 
their support to the Hebrew people. 

We learned all this e.nd we tried to find e.n answer. We 
worked hard. We experimented. We tested it with American Govem­
:IBnt officials and with officials of many of the United Nations -
European and Lat in American. They all agreed that our program 
offers a complete and practical a::>lution; that it offers a basis 
on which large-scale governmental support might be g1. ven to us 
immediately, while the war lasts and without waiting tor the 
settlement of our deadlock with the British over Palestine and 
its establishment as an independent state. They all agreed that 
it is an imperative step you will have to take i:t you want to 
bri~ the present position to en end. 

The one obstacle we have mt hurdled is the Jewish organiza• 
tiona, which stubbornly refuse even to study our plans and which, 
while not knowing -what we actually stand tor, condu0t against us 
a vicious and bigoted campaign by far exceeding anything £mar1can 
anti-Semites have yet dared to say publicly about a group of J'ews. 
Their fury wes such that for a long time it was hopeless to ex­
pect logical consideration and reaction. We had the strength to 
resist the temptation to launch a counter-campaign ot criticism 
against the structure and methods and weaknesses, the sins aD1 



crimes committed by this, that or the other organization, am 

by this, that or the other Jewish leader. 

We concentrated on the constructive job ot formulating and 

establishing the foutdation for Hebrew national sovereignty, and 
in this we have been most successful. Not only a large number 

ot leading Americans in Government, in Congress and in public 

opinion understand and support this Committee and its program, 

but our point of view has been both formally and informally pre­
sented to the numerous statesmen of the United Nations who are 
assembled in this leading capital of the world. 

What might interest you most is the tact that, despite the 

hysterical mud-sl~nglng which the launching of tbe Hebrew Com­

mittee has provoked from the Jewish organizations and their lead­

ers, tens of thousands of Jews joined tb3 £1'.IB rican League tor a 

Free Palestine which fully endorses an:l supports thi CoDlnittee. 

Together w1 th thousands of other American members of the League 

they now form a :formidable force. More and more Jews in this 

country are thus realizing the true practicability and wisdom 
of our proposals • .and it is this situation, in addition to the 

ever-present urgency of the critical position of the Hebrew people 

in Europe, that gives us the hope that the Zionists and other 

Jewish leaders will now be willing at least to study with a 
minimum instead of a maximum degree of prejudice and old notions 

the contents of our analysis and ou r propos als for a solution. 

It is for this reason that I am addressing this voluminous 

letter to you. I shall take the liberty to send copies of it to 

the members of the Jewish Agency for Palestine and to a number 

of Jewish leaders in this country and abroad. 

* * * * * * * 

We f i rmly bel ieve the course we advocate to be wiae, just 

and pract icable. We believe tmt unl ess we, the surviving 

Hebrews, act w1 th such vigor and determination, we are betray­

ing the mill ions o t our dead who will have died in vair1. We be­

lieve tbet there 1s very 11 ttle we can expect other natior1s to 

do for us if we do not establish ourfl lves on a normal nat 1onal 

basis and thus afford governments :friendl y t o us an opport\.lllity 

to help us. 

Some thirty years ago Great Brita in took t he initiative to 

proclaim to the v.orld the renascence of our nation and its ulti­

mate establishment in its anoient national territory. All the 

civilized nations of the world have recognized this historic de­

TeloJ;!?18nt. Now it is up to us to materialize it , to bring it 

into being by a fait accanpli • and not to plead am beg again 

for a new declaration and a new stGtement. 
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~e therefore propose tbet the Jewish .Agency for Palestine, 
augmented with members of the Vaad Leumi, reconstitute itself 
and become a representative national authority to speak for the 
Hebrew Naticn temporarily, until such time as, in due deni.ocratic 
process, a more representative provisional government may be 
establiahee. 

(Naturally, as a Hebrew Natione.l Authority only Hebrews can 
be DIDmbera of the new body. American, British end other nation­
flls cannot belong, .for surely they cannot serve as representa-
t 1 ves of a Hebrew govermuental authority. i!.ventually you too will 
agree to this distinction and urge its adoption. We say it n:ust 
be made now for in the present condition of our nation additional 
deley is most detrin:ientol.) 

The .headquarters of the new authority must not be on British 
or British-dominated territory, since it ought to be free to 
negotiate with the Bri tinh Goverrur .. ent as a sovereign authority. 
Washington would be the most e.ppropriate place. 

This will entail a.n open declt1ration to the ii,orld. that the 
Hebrew people of ~urope and Palestine have decided to assert their 
right of self-determination and that the Jewish Agency for Pales­
tine has handed over its prerogatives and assets to the newly­
formed Hebrew national authcri ty ,rhict will be regarded by the 
Hebrew -people as thelr prov:1.sional government-in-exile. 

The Hebrew Committee of National Liberation bas already es­
tablished before the governments of the United Nations the founda­
tion for such action. But, should you feel that the time has not 
yet come, though we believe it has, for the establishment of a 
provisional government, we trust you ,nll agree that it is certain­
ly high time for the establishment of a clearly defined,repre­
sentative Hebrew national authority. 

The new Hebrew authority should recognize the British Man­
date over Palestine and the prerogatives of the 1.landatory Power. 
It should advocate full cooperation with the British Adminictra­
tion in Palestine. The Hebrew Natioit, though not recognized as 
such, should regard itself and act as a member of the United 
Nations. It 1s in this. spirit of alli6llC9 that the new authority 
should seek to establish its relationship with the British Govern­
ment. It should aim at an early agreement regarding Palestine's 
independence and the conclusion of e.n appropriate treaty with 
the British Government. 

Because of the recognition which was given to the French 
and other Committees of National Liberaticn, the present United 
Nations organizations are officially constituted by "governments 
end authorities". Tb.ere is, therefore, ample precedent for the 
constitution of and recognition for a Hebrew national authority. 
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In the course of this war there have existed several com­
mittees of national liberation, all of which have been recog­
nized and later established as provisional or permanent govern­
tn.ents of their nations. They were the French, the Yugoslav, the 
Italian, the Polish and the Greek Committees of National Libera­
tion. It has thus become an accepted pattern and there are ex­
cellent chances that the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation 
would receive the same recognition. 

While we have embnrked upon this course and have made gigantic 
strides for,re.rd, we are well aware of the tact that the opposition 
to this course of action by the Jewish Agency for Palestine and 
the other Jewish organizations affiliated with it, as well as the 
opposition from non end anti-Zionist organizations, is bound to 
hamper and considerably slow down the attainment of our goal. We 
feel confident that if a concerted effort were now made in this 
direction, within but a few short mo~ths a Hebrew national authority, 
and possibly even a Hebrew provisional government, would be recog­
nized by many if not by most nations or the world. 

Our nation has been bled white and the time element is of the 
gravest urgency. The members of the Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation are dominated - to the greatest degree a human being ia 
capable of being dominated - solely by the desire to serve the 
interests of our nation. I wish therefore to inform you most 
solemnly and publicly that if the essence of our proposal is ac­
cepted and a Hebrew nationnl authority is established, we, as 
patriotic Hebrew nationals, will hasten to recognize the authority 
or the newly formed government or committee, to which we will 
gladly transfer the assets, archives and property of the Hebrew 
Committee of National Liberation. 

We believe that unless the Jewish Agency and the bodies as­
sociated with it deem it advisable to launch now the establishment 
of a Hebrew government-in-exile, they should take over the title 
or Hebrew Committee of National Liberation, since such pattern bas 
been successfully established by other nations. But this decision 
too we propose to leave to the new authority, in which we shall 
endeavor to serve in whatever ca~city necessary in complete dis-
regard or personal feelings. 

The very minimum developnent which could be initiated by you 
would be simply to reconstitute the Jewish ~ency into a Hebrew 
Agency, by having its membership composed of Hebrew nationals. 

(This should not preclude you personally from retaining your 
membership or Presidency of the new body, but it would necessitate 
renouncing your British nationality and accepting Hebrew nationali­
ty, which the new agency would have the power to grant. There is 
a titting precedent for such procedure: Mr. De Valera, the Presi­
dent ot Ireland, was born in the United States and gave up his 
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Americen nationality in favor or Irish Mtionality.) 

The new Hebrew authority should immediately ~ndertake a 
number of governmental tasks on behalt of the Hebrew people. 
These should include the following: 

1. Endeavor to obtain recognition tor the Hebrew 
Nation as a full-fledged member of the United Nations. 

2. Endeavor to secure official or li ta.cto repre­
sentation in the following: 

(a) The United Natione War Crimes Commission in 
London. 

(b) The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration in Washington. 

(c) The Intergovernment£1 Committee on Refugees 
in Lomen. 

And all other United Nations organizations and councils 
in which the interests of Hebrew nationals are involved. 

3. Endeavor to secure immediate recognition of the 
new Hebrew authority by a number of European and Lat in 
American ccunt ries, and exchange diplomatic representa­
tivee with them. 

4. Secure Hebrew representation at the Peace Confer­
ence and at all other United Nations conferences in 
which all United Nations members participate . 

5. Secure an agreement with the Inte:rno.tional Com­
mittee of the Red Cross to extend its services to Hebrew 

nationals. 

6. Establish forrral delegations in the various European 

capitals in order to represent Hebrew n~tional interests 
there. These will supervise the extension of U1ffiP.A aid to 
Hebrews as well as the return of property and the clai.IrJS 

for compensation of ell Hebrew nation~ls. 

{UNHRA., tor example, does not operate in ~~nia since 
that country is Rn ex-enemy, but there are 40,000 Hebrews 
in Rumenia who, under the UNRRA constitution, are eligible 

for its help.) 

7. Establish a naturalization procedure and issue 
Hebrew passports to those in ~r-torn J:.:urcre who q_uo.lify 

for them. 
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(This will forever abolish the shameful and humiliating 

status of stateless Jews, and every Jew in Aurope who does 

not wish to live amidst, and utder the aegis of, the 

murderers of our nation will be able immediately to re­

nounce his German, Rumanian, Hungarian, Bulrarian, etc,, 

nationality and accept Hebrew nationality, even while he 

is preparing for his transfer into Palestine. 

This being an emergency naturalization procedure it 

should be available only to persons claiming it on this 

basis. American, British and other Jews can become 

Hebrews only by actually taking up residence in Pales­

tine and complying with the naturalization laws which 

will be established there.) 

s. PJ..an and immediately connnence the actual transfer 

to Palestine of all holders of Hebrew passpo1·tE, 

(While the new Hebrew authority recognizes the preroga­

tives of the Mandatory Power in Palestine, it should not 

recognize the provision that sets illegal restrictions on 

the entry or Hebrews into Palestine. In this respect the 

Hebrew authority should publicly and openly endeavor to 

disregard the British regulation by defiantly bringing 

shipload upon shipload of Hebrews into the harbors and 

on to the beaches of Palestine. It is certain that many 

governments will cooperate with the new Hebrew authority 

in the execution of this plan.) 

9. Begin direct negotiations with the various Arab 

states and endeavor to arrive at a friendly understand­

ing w1 th them. 

10. Seek United Nations arbitration of our conflict 

with the Mandatory for Palestine, ,vhich blocked the entry 

ot Hebrews into Palestine in flagrant violation of its 

accepted pledges to facilitate and assist such entry. 

11. Negotiate with the Mandatory Power for the immediate 

utilization tor settlement or the wastelands ot Palestine. 

(These comprise some thirty percent of Palestine's total 

territory. Under the terms ot the Mandate they should long 

ago have been made available for Hebrew colonization, To 

illustrate the importance ot this problem, one must remember 

that after forty years ot arduous efforts the "Jewish National 

!und" now owns a little under three percent.) 

12. Secure an interns.tione.l loan to finance the tremen­

dous tasks which the provisional goTernment will face. 

13. Endeavor to negotiate a lend-lease agreement with 

the Government of the United States. 

• 
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14. Establish appropriate companies tor the exploita­
tion of the naturBl resources ot our country, particular­
ly its considerable quantities of oil. 

(And many other steps that could not have bean under­
taken till now because ot the non-existence of a Hebrew 
governmental body.) 

Once again, Dr. Weizmann, I wish to repeat that the pro­
posals in this letter are proferred solely through the desire 
to serve, and I pray that you and your colleagues will give 
them your fullest consideration in the same spirit rather than 
brush them ott or try to interpret what •trick" is hidden therein 
or what, other than the reasons stated, moved us to bring them 
before you. 

There is one other tendency which your Zionist colleagues 
in the United States have always had towards us. From the time 
I first met with Zionist leaders in the United States (in 1941) 
they have continued to tell us that we are just about at the end 
of our rope, and that they will see to it that in the •course ot 
the next few weeks~ we shall be completely liquidated. I have 
heard this threat expressed in various r orms and through various 
stages or our .,,.-ork at least a dozen times, but during this t 1me 
we have developed from a small Zionist-Revisionist faction into 
the powerful and historically significant movemen~ we represent 
today. 

A short time after the Hebrew Committee ot National Libera­
tion was formed last May, several of the Yiddish press jubilantly 
reported that "The young IMn from Palestine are packing their 
suitcases and ru¥1ng away." I am writing this letter to you 
ten months later fran our headquarters in Washington. From my 
desk I can see th·e Hebrew flag waving in this street lbieh is 
today the diplomatic artery of the world. The officials ot the 
various embusies no longer stop to stare et it, tor they now 
know the flag; they know whom it represents, and they have come 
to accept it. 

I am telling you all this because your Zionist colleagues 
in the United States w111 l)robably hasten to tell you that they 
have managed to liquidate us; that their smear campaign has 
worked; that their denunciations have been effective, and that 
all the members of the Hebrew Committee are simultaneously going 
to be deported from the cruntry, inducted into the United States 
Army, put in jail, or just die or plain heartbreak, and that our 
proposals must therefore be taken as a sign ot capitulation and 
as an attempt to secure a dignified way out. 

I hope that you will not tall a victim to this baseless 
sort ot wishful thinking, for not in our wildest dreams did we 
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hope that in but a few short months the Hebrew Committee would 

make such gigantic strides forward. Viewed against the back­
ground of the development of the Zionist organization in this 
country over a period of close to fifty years, the standing, the 

importance and the influence that the Hebrew Committee has 
achieved is practically miraculous. 

We have dedicated our livest o the struggle for survival 

which baa been thrust upon the Hebrew nation, and we shall there­

fore make every sacrifice to assure that never again shall Hebrews 

die int~ manner in which they have died in lbrope these past 
years. For it is not their death but the manner of their dying 
which is the most shocking. 

We are detennined to bring to an end the humiliation end 
disgrace which characterizes the position of "the Jews" today. 
We arf.' determined to end the confusion and chaos which daninates 
our position. 

The forthcoming United Nations Conference at San Francisco 

will once again be the scene of scores of American, British and 

Canadian Jews milling around the lobbies as -representatives of 

the Jewish people~. The following organizations, in addition to 

your own Jewish Agency, have already announced their intention to 
send delegations to San Francisco: 

The Alllerican Jewish Conference, the American Jewish Com­
mittee, the American Jewish Congress, the World Jewish Congress, 

the Canadian Jewish Congress, the Board of Deputies or British 

Jews, the Anglo-Jewish Association, the Zionist Organization or 

.America, the Agudas Israel, the Mizrachi and numerous other or­
ganizations and societies. 

You, and all these good -people, inspired as you are by tl:e 

best intentions, must understand how futile and ridiculous this 

All is and how harmful. 

Americans, Britons and Canadians, having no right at all 
to represent a foreign people, can be regarded only as beggars, 

tolerated as a nuisance, but they have always been excluded rran 
the conference table. This pitiful status can achieve no other 

results except strengthen the anti-Semitic cry that "the Jews 

are a foreign body in the American nation.•• This is one of the 

many tragic aspects ot the abnormal structure the Jewish organiza­

tions are maintaining. 

Dr. Weizmann, you and your colleagues must make the choice. 

E1ther continue the status .rn, which has proved to be disastrous 
for us Hebrews and most harmful and potentially explosive for Jews 
everywhere, or recognize the realities of a changing world and 
accept the program eont8ined in this letter, vbich provides a basis 



• 
J 

for true equality end a :f'ree life tor every Jew desiring to be 
an integral part of the particular nation in which he lives and 
to which he is happy and proud to belong, and a new, dignified 
end workable structure for the survival and liberation of our 
great and ancient nation, and its i~diate restoration in an 
independent Palestine. 

May God grant you and your colleagues the courage and the 
wisdom to act with foresight and determination in this hour of 

destiny. 

Faithfully yours, 



It haa bee a noanoed in the pres that r aolation re rding le tin~ ap:,naored 

b· the self-styled Hebrew Committee of Ba.tional Lib ration ia being introduced into 

vongress. e do not doabt the friendly motives of the honorable members of ~on ea 

who hav bee persu ded to apon10r that reaolution. 'fhey undoubtedly have been led to 

believe that in this they re or ••1 t nee to the Jewish p,ople. i,ut we must point 

oat with all the vigor at our con:mand t t the eo-oall Hobr w Con:mittee of ational 

Liberation h s been repudiated by every responsible Jewiah organization in the United 

State m broad, inolud ing the highest Jewish authority in P lest in itself, the 

Jewish Nation 1 ssembly, which ta the dancer tioally elected spoke n tor the Jews of 

Palestine, lt is a matter of ablio reco rd that the •o-oalled Hebrew Oommi ttee of 

ational Liberation s repudiated by the Jewieh Agency for leatine, the democratioally 

elected spoke n tor the Jewish ople, Zionist am non- Zionist alike, recognized in 

this capacity unde~ rtiole IV of th andate for Palestine, confirmed by ureat Brit in, 

the Un1 ted States, nd 60 other nations ot the world. 'fhe ~ommittee" has o be n 

pablioly denounced by the American Jewish Conter no whio~ repres nts the ove helming 

majority of r1oan Jewry; by th rio Zionist ergency v oancil, which r presents 

all:mJor zto 1st bodies in the United States; by the alesttne Labor /ederation, and • 

by host ot other r pre■ent tive Jewiah bodies. 

It should be gain pointed out that the Hebrew uomnittee of tional Liberation, 

headed by • Peter Bergson, repres nts neither the ews ot Pal attn,, nor tho- of rope, 

nor those of the United Btatea. In taot, thit "OODIIlittee" represents no one nd is 

re onaibl to no one. 

a you are no doubt aw re, resolutions in a pport ot the Jewi h Commonwealth in 

Pale tine w re presented in the Hoaae d ~nate by the jority and minority lead • of 

both houses. tion on these resolutions had to be deterred t the request ot the Admln­

iatration. e wish to 1tre1 moat earnestly that my attempt to to ce action at tht. time 

by either the Hou•• or ~en.ate on a resolution 1aoh aa · the one ap:>naore by the Hebrew 

Oonmlttee t tion 1 Liberation woul , in our considered opinio, conatitate a tragic 

dlaaervio to the Jewish peopl. 
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