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PP.::TISS RELEASE from 

JEWISH AGENCY FOR PAL.EST!!JE 
042 Macison Avenue 
Ke,~ York, N. Y. MUrray Hill 2-8803 

New York -- At a press interview today, Dr. Bernard Joseph, legal ac.viserto the 

Jewish Agency for Palestine made the fol3.owing statement prior to leaving he 

United States to return to Palestine. He was gratified to see the sympathetic 

interest of large sections of the American public, Senators, Congressmen, church 

Qignitaries, the labor movement and community leaders, in the Jewish effort to 

rebuild Palestine. 

The m~jor imnediate problem of Palestine remains immigration. The present 

position is that Jewish immigration into Palestine is restricted to 1500 per 

month. Th2.t number is wholly inadequate, quite apart from the claim of the 

Jewish Agency that as a matter of principle every Jew requiring or desiring to 

enter ~alcstine should be pennitted to do so9 There is no ground for the sug­

gestion that the Jews of Europe can now remA.in there~ The need for them to get 

away from that war-ridden continent is as great as ever. 
• Tens of thousands of 

these helpless Jews, the victims of Nazi persecution, arc in dire need of getting 

away. The only place to ,,,hich the? can go is Palestine. The British 0,overnment 

nust be prevailed upon to put an end to these immigration restrictions. They are 

morE:.lly inexcusable a.nd only add suffering to human beings entitled to the world's 

sympathy and help. The Eri tish Prime Minister, Mr. Churchill, and other British 

Oabinet Ministers, had themselves wholAheartedly condemned these 'White Paper 

restrictions. The Jews of the United States should pers,evere in their efforts 

to get these restrictions abolished. 

With regard to the political question as to the future of Palestine, 

Dr. Joseph said that a final decision upon the claim of the Jewish people to 

Palestine will apparently be delayed until Gennany is defeated. It is, however, 

(more) 



- 2 -

possible the matter may be discussecl when the Big Three next meet. The J ~·ish 

A ency for Palestine places reliance on the forthri 6 ht promise of the Presi clen t 

of the United States to help us in our effort to procure the reconstitution of 

:Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth. President Roosevelt surcl:,r mderst Lndr the 

immcnsi ty of the Jowi sh tragedy which can only be solved defi!'li ti vely in ·one war. 

We depend on his :,nled~e and the declared sympathy of the Ameri a:i 1')e o11le to help 

us achieve that solution. 

The ]i Three will unq_uestionablJr strain every effort to work out a .inst 

settlement of the world rs proble:1s . It is unlikely that they \·rould overlook the 

importance of Palestine in the developnent of the l!iddle East region . They will 

also know that , a.s has now been conclusively proved, the growth of Pales tine is 

the result of Jewish toil, skill, and scientific knmvledge. Jews throughout the 

1orld will eagerly m·1ai t the outcome of the President ' s efforts regardinc the 

future of Palestine at the forthco:-:-iing Oon:erence. Dr . Joseph se,ic. he hac~ had inte:ri­

views v1i th a number of important American Governmc t officers anc. had beer.. assured 

of their friendship for the Jewish People and deep concern for their fut,1re welfare ! 

Dr . Jos .r,h deplored the recent sharp ~ifferences which h~d. arisen between 

local Zionist leacers . It would be unfortuna te , he saic. , if Zionist enercy WPre 

devoted to a conti:::iu,.1.ti on of ~.ntcrnal disputes on that subject rather than to 

practical efforts in this country to further the Zioni 0 cause and the upbuilding 

of' Palestine . 

~here 1 s ch th~t needs be done and all Zionists shoulQ devote them elves 

wholehe P.rt edly to th se vital tasks_. 

1, T1e 1rnnigration and land tran fer restrictions must be re~oved 1ithout 

further delay, 

2, A couple of ships must be found from the vast number owned and controlled 

by . .:.e lilies , to enable us to brint:; t o P"1estine the many thousrnds of or::,haned 

Jewish children and adult refugees w~10 eagerly await the dc:~Y of their liber ation 

from the seen s of their suffe r ing :n Europe . 
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3. ~he r,ublic conscience of the liberal minde~ A.~erican 1blic 1ust be 

kept c,li ve to the ri{".h t anc: need of the Jewish Peo,·ile to have its ro bl ems sol vrcl 

in Palestine . The Je\·1ish Peo:)le r~ust be given full opportunity of d"'velo·,,inb 

Palestine r.s a Jewish CommonwPal th . 

~. Steps r.mst be taken to orgn.nize l~rge scale Americ,.n Je, is:1 9.:1.rtici­

pation in the constructive progrrJnne of econorr. 'l c development of Pn.lostine ri~·ht 

after the war, which he outlinecl to Zionist leaders during his stay in this 

countr-,r . An illustration of this type of endeavor is the shi-r)ping com~)any the 

Je-rish Agency is establishing with an initial capital of four million dollars. 

5 . Anericc•n Jet-JS shoulct be preparcc1
. to provide , rtftcr the war, a sufficient 

numb0r of technical experts, skilled artisans, doctors , nurses, social service 

·rorkors c ncl others able to help in tho great task of facilitating the absorption 

in Palestine of the wave of Jm-,i sh imnierant s that will flow there after tho wn.r , 

Dr. Joseph was glad to see tl1c boginning of a Chalutz raovcmcnt ,,,ell undo::- w2 · r• 

6. Greatlt increased funds ,-.·ill hLvo to be provided for th 0 Uni tod 

Palestine A:)pcc>l, to ena.blc the Jewish Agency to ac uirc thr. necessary L·ncl £ind 

carry out the <"olonization, housing ancl inclustriD.l plcms t1H;y h.:i.vc- 11rcpc..rcd to 

absorb the large post-war immigrc tion \'Jave . 

Dr . Joscnh s?.id. it ha.cl been cncourac;ing to finci hoF r,cnuino ·-'..net .ceen Hc..s 

the concern of .Anerlca1i. Jews for the c~evelopr.1ent of the Jewish National Home in 

'Palestine . He \' cc S confident all those who felt the urge to help us in the re­

builc.ing of Palestine wo1,1ld do their utmost to assist in these i·nd otl1er nur,rnrous 

tasks now confronting us , 
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FRESS RELEASE from 

JEWISH AGE!-TCY FOR PALESTINE 
342 M~dison Avenue 
Neu York, N. Y. i!Urray Hill 2-8803 

FOR Il!MEDIATE ~SE 

1:Cw York, J . Y., January 22 - Dr. Nal1um Goldmann, political represent utive 

in the U::iitcd States for the Jewish Agency for Palestine, has received 

an offici al C')m1u:1jcation from the Soviet authorities to the effect that 

tho Sovi 0.t GL1v-0:·nmcnt has no objection to Jewish citizens of tho :Balkan 

co1mtrics emig~~ting to Palestine and will interpose no difficulties 

in their cloing so. In view of recent reports that the Soviet authorities 

in Rumania and Bulgaria are causing difficulties in the emigration of 

Jewish citizens to Palestine, this expression of the Soviet Government's 

official attitude is of special interest. 
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