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Dr. A. MIBASHAN

DelegeJo % b Sk Agency for
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Seriera

Rachel Safaradi Yarden
342 Madis»n Av.

NEW YORK 17- N.7Y.

Ustimada y querida compafiera:

Comn Ud. ya sabe, la Argentina,deszraciddamen-

te)no pudo ser representada en la C-nferencia Sionisk d= Zmergencia
de Londres, que acaba de terginar.

[

He r@cibidoku ruy atta. de fecha 3 de agnste,
Juntn con copias de otras cartaqld‘ lag que ha llamado pndaresamente
;;1 atpncxon, la referente al Brasil y al Congreso Judio uundlal.(/yr/"—'

L Tambisn he leido su dramatica carta dirigida
G g I o 2 .
a la Federacion Sionista Argentina y 21 informe amplin @ interesan-
te sobre 21 Brasil y los problemas vinculados c¢on =21 mismo.

Sn primer término quiero nbservar, que la si-
‘uaci’dn an #1 Brasil,por 1o menos =n lo que s= rafiere a 1z dificul-
tad 2 impedimentns a&n el trabaj» sinnista,me era y =s ampliamente
cornocida, por haber tenido parserualmesnte Gna actuacisan directa an
aque=l pais.

Lo que probablementes Ud. n» 3ab= es, qus en di
ciembra de 1938,es decir, d espues de la famosa intarfdecisn o supues
ta prohibicédén de la labor sionita,yo pass casi un mes =n aquel pais
ssforzandome para nbtaner la anulacién d=1 dscreto o por 1o menes de
sus efectos. Tenis ya =ntonces la pnsibilidad gal de hacer telerar
-] sioniq”ﬂ’vor parte de la autoridad, bajo throtu*o un poce distin
to (refugiadns que van a Palestina) y tropec4 con ls deéidida op091
cien de nuastros mejoreas amigos sionistas, cuya cobardia ¥ tamer
para sus situaciones c~rqwnalos‘sobr-paqabd toda imaginaciu. Hebia
entradn en trate cor nombres de leyes y estaba ya preparadn un meme-
randum de int2rvencidn, cuando nuestros queridos amigos sionistas de
R*O' mds qus los de San Pablo, me declasraron que de ninguna mansra
Se iban a prestar para aposyar tal 1nt-rv~n013n. Deszraciadamente ye
tuve que salir del Brasil en unz misisn del Keren Hay~sdd y no velvi
hasta julin d= 1940, cuandn ya ns se podia hacer otra coga que colabpo
rar con =1 Centro Hebreu Brasileire, #1 que ya era considerado come
la Unicz autoridad ;udia autorizada. Sismpres yo hablaha del sionisme
y Palestina er mis reuninnes,pero ya entoness las sombras de la ac-
tuacion del .ongreso JquO Mundial =n el senti jqﬁ~”la autoridad ju-
dia para todas las luboras para a1 exterior,sa per©ilaba en todas
partes. Tembi4n ye tnppece con una campafia del Jeint,pero nantuve
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TRANSLATION
DR. A, MIBASHAN

Delegado de la "Jewish Agency Buenos Alres, JAogust 14, 1945
for Palestine® y del Fondo de
Reconstruccion en America del Sud J.B. Uriburu 158

Mrs, Rachel Sefardl Yarden
342 Madison Avenue
New York 17, New York

Esteemed and dear friend:

As you already know, Argentina could not be represented at the
Zionist Emergency Conference in London.

I received your letter of August 3rd and copies of other letters
which have called my attention to the matter regarding Brazil and the
World Jewish Congress. I have also read the letter addressed to the Zionist
Federation of Argentina and the report regarding Bragil and the problems
connected with it,

In the first place I wish to state that the situation in Brasfil
regarding the difficulties and obstacles in Zionist work - is very well
known to me for I have been in that country and tried to work there. You
probably don't know that 1 was in that country in December 1938, soon after
the prohibition, or the so-called prohibition, against Zionist work. 1
gpent there almost a month trying to obtain the ammlment of that decree
or, at least, to cancel out its effects. I had, at that time, legal possi-
bility of having Zionism permitted under somewhat different name by the
Government authorities, and I clashed with the dedermined opposition of
our best Zionist friends whose cowardice and fear for their personal position
exceeded all imagination. I had initiated negotiations with law experts
and 1 was already preparing the memorandum when our dear Zionist friends of Rio,
even more than those of Sao Paulo, declared that they would by no means sup-
port such intervention. Unfortunately, I had to leave Bragil oh a Keren
Hayesod assignment and I did not return until July 1940, By then there was
nothing else left but to cooperate with the Centro Hebreo Brasiléire (WJe)
which was already onsidered as the only Jewish atithorized organization, I epoke
at all the meetings of Zionism and Palestine, but the World Jeiish Congress
as the only suthority for all Jewish work - cast its shadow everywhere. I,
too, happened to come at a time when a Joint Distribution Committee Campaign
was going on, but I maintained friendly relations with Dr. Loreh, the B'nai
Brith, the Congregacao, etec. Ths Brazil problem is not the only one, and
our afeats there are due not only to the interference of the representatives
of the World Jewish Congress.

During my last visit to Bregil in 1940, and also aftsrwards, I
insisted repeatedly and very energetically that the Kerem Hayesod autho-
rities in New York should open a Zionist office in Brazil under some other
name, and I offered to teke charge of it and to remain in Brazil for six
months and more, in order to secure for the Zionist movement the right to
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work freely or, at all events, under toler:zble conditions, Mr. Jaffe

opposed very energetically and with an extraordinery stubborness ny going

te Bragil as louz as we had to heve therejoint campaigns, More than that,

in various letBers which I veceived from New York it was decreed not only

that I should not zo to Brazil but that no delegate of anv value or i{mortmee
in our set-up was to go to that country, Under the circumstances, Zionism
withdrew, so to say, voluntarily from the Braflian scene, although all the
reports which I received from there indicated tha with a 1ittle patience

end resolution a representative with certain prestige and staying there for
some time couid solve our problem faversbly.,

The opposition of the Directorium of the Keren Hayesod in the
matter of Bragil prevented direetly the restoration of Zionism there, This
became inowasingly more evidemd, especially after the visit of Hiss Smiley
and other travelers who informed me regarding their activities, the diffi-
culties and the results which were nevertheless promising,

I an stating these facts in ovder thad you ghould be asouainted
with the historical part of the whole subject, and now I whall toush wen
another point,

Our discussion with the World Jewish Consrese will have to come
out into the open, if things contimue in the same mamer. In a wrief memoran-
Gum which I sent %o Profesmyr Brodetsky for the Zionist Emergency Conference
in London I discussed this matter mnd tried o0 make him see that 4t isa
matter of whether the high#st Jewigh mthorify is the World Jewish Gongrese
or the Jewish Agenay. The fight that the former s leading sgainet the
suthority smd prestige of the latter is today quite obvious and is dome
withoub any beating around the bushe. If we tolerate that things abould 20 on ag
they do, the World Jewish Congress will soon tsks charge or at least pretend $o
take charge also of the Pdestine worik.

I am enclosing herewith the text of the memorandum so you may
see that I have stated the situation clearly and that I heve no i1lugions
whatever concerning the truewy of the Forld Jekish Congress. It enly remdns
to be seen what meane the Jewish Agenoy vill tdre in order to ansert its
suthority and keep its prestige. In my meme you will find dkee cother points
or which you will probably agree with me and, therafere, I need not deal heve
vith the details,

place dout the middle of last .le. You
will see that it was very interesting. I wish that we could activize our
Zionist friends during the entire year and not ondy at conventions,

For the time being I shall close, rince I am very busy end shall
leave Buenos Aires within two days to undertake a Journey into the interior.
I shall return to this subject at the next opportumty,

#ith cordial greetings,

Sincerely,

(5gd) A. Mibashan






