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(WHAT PEOPLE ARE THINKING] 
- By 11.110 BOPD -

U. S. Jew,' Stand on Palestine 
Mr. Bor,er, well known outhorttv on 1'11,0lic-OJ)tnlon 

also conduct, the "Fortune" ma.gcizine polls. 
One of the knottiest problems .,.. ___________ _ 

Bv Economic Level: facing President Truman and 
Prime Minister Attlee at their re­
cent conferences was undoubtedly 
the issue of Palestine and a JewiS)'l 
state. This is no new issue, but the 
plight of the Jews. particularly in 
Europe, has been highlighted and 
made more acute by Hitler's perse­
cution of them. 

The question has lohg been re­
garded as one full of political 
dynamite in the Near East. It has 
from time to time. been the subjec.t 
·of political debate in the United 
States. and the statement has 
sometimes be·en made that eveQ 
the Jews in the United States were 
split nearly evenly for and against 
the establishment of a ,Jewish 
f tate in Palestine. 

In an effort to :ftnd out what 
American Jews actually did think 
on this subject. a nation.-wide sur­
vey was recently taken among 
Jews only. No effort was made to 
gather opinions as to the merits of 
the conflicting Arab and Jewish 
claims. Opinions were asked only 
on the question of whether such a 
state would be good or bad for the 
Jews themselves. The results show 
an overwhelming majority believ­
ing that the establishment of such 
a state would be good. Respondents 
·vere asked: 

Here a.re two statements. P~aae 
tel 1 me with which one you moat 
nearly agree: 

1. A Jewish atate tn Palestine ts a 
good thing tor the .Jews, and every 
possible effort should eb made to 
estabUab Palestine as a Jewtah ata.te, 
01 commonwealth, for thoae who 
want to settle there. 

2. Jews are a rellgtous group only 
and not a ~tlon, &lid it would be 
bad tor the Jews to try to aet up a 
Jewish state 1n Palestine or an-y­
wtiere else. 

Total .. , • ••-• •. 
By ~p: 

21 w 3f ..... . 

ADU 
,...... t1•• 
na&e _.... 
P,C. P.C. 

10.5 9,4 

13.8 
12., 
e.o 

Prosperous . . . 73 .9 17.5 8.6 
Upper middle. 75.t 14:.6 10.0 
Lower middle. 8~.1 8 .0 'U 
Poor .. . . . . . . . 19.3 8.8 11.9 

By Geographic Area: 
Northeast .. . . ~1.0 9 .9 9.1 
Middle West .. 80.1 11 .f 8.5 
South .. . . . . . 67 o 18.5 1'.5 
Far West . . . . . 83.2 6 .8 11 .0 

By LanJuare Ablllty: 
Speaks English 

well . . . . . . . 78.9 12.1 
Speaks English 

brokenly .. . 84.3 
Does not read 

9.0 

11.1 

Engl1Bh . . . . 80.0 '1.8 12.-1 

The fate of the Jews in Poland 
and elsewhere on the continent 
obviously has made a deep impres­
sion on J ,ews in this country. In­
terviewers reported that practicat­
ly every person questioned not 
only had knowledge of the exist-­
ence of the issue but had alreadY 
made up h is mind as to which 
side of the controversy he was on. 
It ls interesting to note that the 
greatest opposition to the idea of 
a Jewish state in Palestine comes 
from those American Jews who are 
economically well off and, by tbetr 
command of the Snglish language, 
show long residence l1ere--0ften 
many generations. The largest 
vote in favor of such a state comes 
from those who are poor and who, 
by their laclC of command of the 
English language, show either re­
cent migration here or migration 
within at least one genel'1),tion. 
These Jews undoubtedly feel closer 
to the problems of the dispos­
sessed -Jews of Europe and are 
therefore more anxiows to see that 
some haven is provided for them. 
Interviewers also reported that 
some of the more well-to-do Jews 
who voted against the idea of a 
Jewiah .state wanted to make it 
plain that it was through no lack: 
Of sympathy with the cHSPosse&sed 
Jews of Europe but rather because 
of a feelinf that the existence of 
a separate Jewish state w,0Uld only 
serve still further to set Jews apart 
from people of other religions. 

COpyril)ll INS, New Yort TrfbUDe lno. 




