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Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
ayflOW3r Iote 1, 

Pl rmouth, 'assachusetts 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

LEO R . SACK 

July 13, 1945 

Con ratulations are in order for Palestine and for the 
Zionist Organizations of the United States and the world. 

For yourself, all that I can say is that, aside from 
rour eagerness to serve constructively, you are lettin~ yourself 
in a5;ain for a long period of grief and disillusionment. Never-
theless, I do hope and pray that so damn fools will have more 
sense f rom here,in than they had int he ears 1943-W+. 

For myself , I am perfectly deli ,hted and I am confi ent 
that once again our ovement, and ur pnrt in the moveirent, will 

o forward with intelli~ence and constructive leadership. 

I understand that you are :.,oi ., to London This would 
prec Jude, I assume, any tri by you to ~.rashington nt pre sent. 
So I will be in new York next week to see you and at the sanl3 t irre 
to accept Harry Shapiro's invitation to attend the dinner for 
Emanuel Neumann. 

If you oan perceive no objections, I will et to aw York 
C,. n the afternoon of the 18th w ich is the day before the dinner, 
and if you are in town that day, we will have a chance to talk 
because there are a lot of things I want to give you a fill-in on. 
otherwise I will see you in the rrorning of the 19th. 

I have been trying to get you on the 'phone all nx,rning 
to extend congratulations in person since war regulations prohibit 
me from sending you a congratulatory telegram. 

-~ kindest regards to Mrs . Silver and a ain rrr,_rwarm3st 
congratulations to the Zio-ri ist J_ovem:1nt. 

Very sincerely yours, 
I 

LRS/nnnp 



AMERICAN ZION IST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To 3.rry L. apiro Date :u st 7, 1945 

From Leo ck 

Subject: Text of P esident Truma.n 1 s statement on P estine 

Herewith follows exact text of the qu tion nd an wers pertainin • to 
FPlestine at P sident T an 1 s press and r dio conference t the 
7hite House on rru.rsday, Au st 16, 1945: 

estion: -
1 :r. President, as ything about the Jewish ration State dis-

cussed at Potsdam7 11 

r· -
'There as. I discussed the m t'ter ith Lr . -.1hurchill and r. tlee, 

anc. .e r st'll d'scu.s in it. 11 

i th St al in 7 " 

Ans er: -
1 o, there w. ~ no thin he could do abo t it. 11 

For the moment thi w. ~t as s~id o subject but 
later ~n 1 rt r.port r not C'ring to ee the re ident 1 s vie 
clarified brought up t e subjec again . He inquired: 

::('.Uestion: -

fe minute 
left un-

n, .. r. President, what was the 
Berlin? 11 

eric view on P estine put forth at 

.§Jltt:-
11 T.ne eric~n vie of P lestine is, we ant to let as m ny of t.ne 

ews into P lestine as it is possibl to et into that country. Then the 
m tter ill have to be orked out diplomatica ly ith the British d the 
Arabs so tnat if a sta.te can be s t up there, t 1.ey may be able to set it 
up on a peaceful basis. I have no desir to send 500,000 American 
sold.iers ther to mak peace in Palestine" 

rnhere as no further que tioning. 

LS: ,H 



LEO R . SACK 
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STATEMENT DICTATED TO RABBI SILVER 
BY LEO SACK 9-14-45 

The President has no comment whatsoever on the reputed statement by 

the former Senator ~illette. For your confidential information, Leo, 

there is something of that sort pending, but Gillette was not 

authorized to say anything. If and when any announcement is to be 

made, it will be made by the President at a press conference where it 

should be made. 

There never was any intention of discussing this matter at 

this time because it is still in a stage of negotiations. Somebody 

has blabbed when they should have kept their mouths closed. It 

has created a very embarrassing situation. There are complications 

involved. Thus things should never hase been discussed. The President 

is very much annoyed. It is very embarrassing the way this matter 

has worked out. This is not a denial that the thing has not been 

done, but that the manner xi in which D it was announced was out of 

order. 



j 



LEO R. SACK 

November 15• 1945 

Dear Doctors 

The enclosed is for your further 

information. 



MENOR.A.ND.! OF CONVERSATIONS BY IEO R. SA.CK ON NOVEliDiER 14TH 
FOLIDWING THE MORE THAN 'l.'11) HOUR MEETING IN TH! SENATE COM­

MITTEE ON FUREIGN RBLA.TIONS 

When the Committee adjourned about 12140 P. M. on Wednesday, No­

vember 14, Senators were in a great hurry to get away, not only because the 

Senate was in session upstairs but also beoause many of them were anxious to 

get to the special unveiling of President Truman's painting in Leslie Biffle's 

office and then attend the luncheon ,vhich had been arranged for the President. 

For this reason Senators were very brief' in their oomments on developments 

within the Committee. 

Senator Taft, who laf't before the other Senators, told me that there 

had bean a confused report on the President• s attitude. Senator Connally, for 

example, was quoted as telling the Committee that "Truman said passage of the 

Resolution will tie his hands." But s~nator Taft quoted Senator Barkley, who 

arrived at the meeting shortly before 12 0 1 clock because he had been in confer­

ence wjth the President and other Democratio leaders at the White House ,~• not 

confinning Connally' s interpretation of the President's attitude. "All that 

Truman said," according to Barldly, ''wa.s that it would be less embarrassing to him 

if we waited until Attlee got out of the country." Barkley's qua stioning of the 

aoouracy of Connally's report was very annoying to the Texas Senator. 

Taft told me that the Committee seemed anxious ~ to a.."ll.end the text 

of the original resolution in order to link the preamble w th the decision by the 

Governments of the United States and Great Britain to appoint a joint commission 

to investigate all of the ramifications of the Palestine question and the problem 

of' Jewish migration. For this reason, Taft said a vote had been postponed. Senator 

Taft was of the opinion that the Committee would accept the resolution with this 

amendment. 

Subsequently I saw Senator Le.Folletw who was quite annoyed at the delay 

within the Commi. ttee. le.Follette, however, had a luncheon engagement with hia 

host waiting near the committee entrance, and all that he told me at the moaent was 
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that the Resolution was being referred to a oommitt.ee of five Senators for amendment, 

with instruotions to this committee to confer also with Secretary of State Byrnes. 

Next I saw Senator Guffey and Senator agner who oaxne out of the committee 

room together. Wagner seemed distressed as 11911 as anxious to get upstairs here he 

was to participate in a pending debate on a housing bill. He said that Joe would 

tell me all about it. 1t the outset Senator Guffey told me, "we had the votes to 

pass it today and we will pass it next week." Then Guffey went on to explain that 

Tom Connally vigorously objected to action today and had insisted that the matter 

be referred to a special subcommittee which he would appoint. Guffey seemed to 

think that the subcommittee would not be a friandly one but he was happy because it 

was specifically agreed within the committee that although not a member of the 

Foreign Relations Commit~e Senator Te.ft would be consulted on the draft of the 

amended resolution. Guffey repeated, "We had the votes to pass it today but we did 

not want to make a. show-down fight. 

President. 

Then Gutfeywent to the luncheon with the 

Next I saw Y agner who was hot and bothered, and impatient, not only because 

of what I since learned was a rather rough session within the committee, but also 

because he was scheduled to be recognized in the Senate speedily in reference to 

the housing bill. Wagner more or less confirmed what Guffey said. and seemed to 

think that the Resolution would be passed on onday. 

Up to this point none of the reports were adequate in my opinion, and 

none of them were sufficiently detailed. For the next hour, however, it was im­

possible to 4ee any Senators because all who knew about the story were tied up in 

the luncheon for the President. 

Subsequently I saw Senator LaFollette. He had more time then and he told 

me that the chief reason for delay this morning other than the desire to amend the 

Resolution was the physical presenoe of Prime Minister Attlee in the United States. 

The Senators felt, he said, that it wold have been a. mark of discourtesy to have 
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passed legislation critical of Britain while l r. Attlee was a guest i n the country. 

"We could have voted out the Res olution this morning" Le. Follette said. 0but it would 

have been a divided vote. I think it was bett.er that we delayed action so that we 

could have as muoh unanimity as possible. I belill!re the postponement will accomplish 

this. Bob Taft agreed to the change and while Wagner was reluctant. he too agreed. 

I also think the change should be made. 

"I wanted Jim Byrnes to come up this morning and I told the Commi ttae that 

I was damn tired of these dilatory tactics. I said that this is the so.me sort of 

thing we had last year• At my insistence Tom telephoned Byrnes and while I did not 

hear what Byrnes said. Tom reported that he could not come down because he was t i ed 

up at a conference wi th the Secretaries ot War and Navy." (I later lsarned that t his 

was true.) 

Senator I.e. Follette told me that if when the Committee convenes next Monday 

the dilatory tactics are still pursued he intended to do all in his power to force 

a favorable report. He expressed the opinion that Rn have the votes". Then Senator 

I.e. Follette expressed his horror and his amazement. as well as his laok of understand­

ing of a governmental policy which has been so indi.fferent to the tragic nlight of the 

Jewish people in Eurone throughout these years. He could not understand, he said, why 

Mr. Roosevelt, who rode into office election after election on Jewish votes from New 

York City and other metropGlitan areas, had been 10 utterly callous not only to Jewish 

suffering, but to forthright personal as well as party pla dges to the Zionist cause. 

For the •ake o£ this record and for the future, let me no1B/ here that throughout 

the entire period of tpendenoy of this Resolution, dating back to the fall of 1943, 

Senator I.e. Follette has been a sinoere and straightforward supporter of our cause. In 

the past two yeara I have always found him willing and eager to cooperate, and forthright 

and honest. In the Senate Foreign Relations Committee rooms in December, 1944• when the 

Zionist Organization split beoauae the Administration was giving us the double-oroaa 

Senator La Follette stood like a rook of Gibraltar for our oauae. Along with Senat-or 



Bennett Clark he was most vigorous in is denunciation in the Committee and to 

Ur. Stettinius' face of Administration double-talk and dilatory tactics. During 

the several roll calls last December la Follette always voted for our Resolution. 

And on the final roll call on December 11th when the Administration succeeded in 

forcing de lay, Le. Follett-e was one of the eight Senators who stood pat. I do hope 

that in the Senatorial e le otiona in Wisconsin next fall that Wis cons in Jews will be 

-.ell-acquainted with the story of le. Follette and will stand by him as the Ohio Jews 

stood by Bob Taft.because it is more apparent than ever that the sincere friends that 

the Zionists have in the United States Senate must be bound to us with hoops of steel. 

Othervrise our oause will flounder on the rooks of double talk such as ,re got first 

from Roosevelt and more tragically from the British Le.bor Government. And now to 

continue with my memorandum. 

I saw Senator Vandenberg. He was vehement in hia denunciation of the 

Administration. He insisted, "You are getting the same sort of double cross that you 

got from Roosevelt last £all. While this &dministration tells you one thing they are 

going behind your back and doing just the opposite. I wish I could talk to Dr. SilTitr 

to tell him some things that he should know. That Commi tt.ee has no intention of paas-

ing a friendly resolution. In addition to the "vVhereas" they are not going to let the 

word, "they" stand." 

When I suggested that the words, "the Jews" then might be substituted for 

"they" Vandenberg replied, "This would be even worse•" 

It seemed to me then that Mr. Vandenberg was nverting to his cautious, 

compromising attitude of last year when be suggested a final draft that was satisfactory 

to Dr. Silver and others, and then went into the Committee room 8.lid voted against it. 

So I suggested to Mr. Vandenberg that he te 11 Dr• Si 1 ve r over the te le phone the things 

he had in mind, in view of the fact that Dr. Silver was tied up with conflicting en­

gagements this week and oould not oome to ashington. This Vandenberg refused to do, 

saying he would not discuss it over the telephone. Then I suggested that the Senator 



• - 5 -

oall one of the young ladies from his off ice and diotate to her a full and oomplete 

memorandum of his views for Dr. Silver's benefit and I would see that the memorandum 

was delivered to Dr. Silver immediately. This Vandenberg also refused to do insisting 

that he would not discuss the matter except across a desk from Dr. Silver. 

During his proteat. Vandenberg was severe in his denunciation# of alleged 

ineptness on the part of Senator Wagner whom, he said, had annoyed members of the 

Committee. 

I repeated this conversation immediately to Dr. Silver but later in the 

afternoon I began to have my doubts, both as to the significance of Vandenberg's 

Jeremiahs as well as to the sincerity of his warnings. I recall , =that the draft of 

the Resolution now pending before the Com.~ittee was written by several Senators in• 

eluding Vandenberg, and that it was intended to. and so regarded at the time• cover 

objections raised within the Committee last December. 

(On Wednesday, while talking to Senator Hatoh I gathered that no question 

had been raised in the Committee in reference to the phraseology that "they may reoon• 

stitute Palestine", etc. Senator Hatch almindioated to me that the Com,~ittee did not 

take too seriously Senator Connally'a blusterings against ffagner.) 

Later 

seemed to think 

in the afternoon I again conferred with Guffey and Wagner, and both 
~ 

that the Resolution, which will be brought in by the suboommi tt.ee on 
A 

it will not pass. 

A final -word! at this writing there are two developments whioh look good from 

our standpoint. One is that Senator Barkley is reported to be firmly entrenched on our 

side, so much so that because of his insistence on our Resolution he got in the hair 

yesterday of Senator Connally. Barkley can bo,f if he stands pat, a tower of great 

strength and support to us . The other favorrb le sign ia that Guffey and Waper each are 

showing far more fight and lmowledge of the subject than they displayed last year. For 

example. a memorandum which I had prepared for them yesterday morning based on the com-

promise agreement of the day before, was used by them in the Committee. and Guffey told me 

he made "good use of it.• 



LEO R. SA K 

AMERICA ZIONIST EMERGE CY COU :rc1L 

1720 IXTEENTH STREET, . W. 

W HI GTON 0, D. C. 

Dr. ~bbe. Hillel ~ilver 
19810 Shak er Boulevard 
Shaker Rei ht s 
C 1 eve land , Ohio 

Dee.r Dr. S"ilver: 

December 13, 1945 

I am awfully sorry you were not h ere yesterday when 
the baby we.s born. .A n hour b e fore the forma 1 announceri.Pnt w s 
1:11-de, I t old Em'11.flnuel end .wr. Tu in, who ha~ co e do,m, the.t ) 
it \Vas going to b . a. boy. The 17 to 1 vote wou Jd indioHte that 
it is an eight-poundert 

I E\.m P-nc losing for your a rchives a oou le of copies 
of the ' i'agner reoort to the SenAte. It is not s v i ~oro s >-.s 
I r~nt cd it to be but I w,. s out-t ~l 1<ed by k l. in, nd Delma.n 
(who is acting for .'e ner), and /agner, too, on the theor, that 
if the r ~oort '¥ b S too vigorous, Connally would becor..e mor 
be 11 iger ent than he is. Perhv ps. nvw y , .!e.gner showed hiM 
the report last night be!"'ore it ws.s f iled, nd he didn't like 
that either. And he insists thet he is going to go thr u~h 
with his opposition, becaus e the Presid nt is o nosed, ut he 
did tell me on yesterd&y , and he also told 1a.gner, that his 
op osition will not ·nclude more than a. brief statement or the 
opposition of the President. 

At this moment you s.re flying home. All of us will 
be very hapoy to s e yov and I ho e you wi 11 have a happy land­
ing. Cheerio. 

lRS: cw 
Enc ls. 

P.S. For your furth er inform~tion, I am enclosing, first, a 
speech in the Sen j:"t by Sen htor Br , ster in which he exposes 
British u licity in the Middl ~ast. Incident • lly, the New 
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Dr. Silver December 1~, 1945 

York Ti es c~rried s column of tr:.is. I ,ves particularly pleased, 
n:ey I edd, with tl-i e entire opera.tion beceuse Sen,;tor Brewster 
r"sponded on About thirty minutes ' not ice, we, of course, fur­
nish in~ him with the brsic m~terisl; and, second, the lntt~r 
which Senetors 'Ne.gne r R.nd Te..f't sent to the President which was 
occasioned by e. ne,sty David stern st i-tement from the ·i1'hite House . 
Emmanuel Neum,~nn is the chief author of this letter, \Vith Dr. 
P. k7, in getting credit for SE=,Verfl 1 assists. Leo was in the out ­
field g~tting it inserted in the Congressionnl Record by ·Hagner, 
distributed to th~ press , and printed, and also nuthoring a 
l~tter to every ~embPr of the Foreign Relations Committee with 
a re 7uest thf t they please study the enclosure before the meet­
ing of the Committee which occurr~d on yesterday . I am also 
enclosing for your files page 12063 from this mornin~•s Con­
gressionel Record, showing officially th1-tt the Palestine reso­
lution he.s been a.pproved by the Sena.ta Committee. 

For your further informet ion, Senator George we.s ad­
vised by the Committee Clerk th e.t his colleagues had voted at 
a ratio of 17 to l in favor of the resolution, and he N"Ss e.sked 
how he wished to be recorrled. He wus not pr esent at the meeting . 
•
1AbsEmt", w,; s the reply. He continues a die-ha.rd. 11 0ur Presi­
dent, right or wrong", says he. 

L.S .R. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL • 1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. • WASHINGTON 9, D. C. 

FROM 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

MEMORANDUM 

Mr. Leo R. Sack D.ATE: December 19, 1945 

Dr. ba Hillel Silver 

For your information, Caller said the enclosed on the floor 
yesterday. 

Gersten:f'eld tells me that wherever 
is going to have hi s efor.med friands 
of thi s man. 

L. : sbr 
l!inc 

nd henever he c~n he 
e of the uisling attitude 



, 
AMERICAN ZIONIS T E ME RGE NCY COUNCIL • 1720 SIXTEENT H STREET, N. W. • WAS H IN G TON 9, D. C. 

MEMORANDUM 

FROM r. Leo .H. . Sack DATE: December 20, 1945 

TO: Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 

SUBJECT: sm .. E THul GHTS F {Oi.1 LID ACK 

The overwhelming votes in the Sena te and the .t1 ouse of Representatives 
show conclusively the detennination of the Congress to do so~ething const ·ctive 
toward tr.e es tal lishment of a national home lend for che Jews in Palestine . It 
is equally true , how·ever, t.hat a fonnula had to be foun d over which the various 
shades of opinion could agree . The vote indicates that the formula was found 
and an analysis of t he debate i n both branches makes it clear that any other 
formula at this time might have had tough sledding . 

The debate in both houses is well worth all of our study for our 
further guidance and activities . 

Prior to the roll call in eech house , I was fearful that those anti-
emitic hell-raisers, Bi lbo in the Senate and ankin in the Iouse, wo 1ld b rge 

in to our distress . r ei ther of them opened t..-ieir mouths and I don't t. ink 
either of tr1em voted against us . In the Senate vre know positively that .oilbo 
did not oppose us . In tho l ouse on the final vote the only n ays came f rora 
fadsworth of New York , Chiper ield of IlJinois, e.nd 'mith of disconsin, all • 

H.epublicans oi the 11ouse oreign Aff'aj_ rs Committee . J.\a..'1kin was on the floor 
but I do not re call him s ta. ding up to be co 1 ted wnen the motion to re commj t 
was proposed by I' adsworth. 

Poor ..... r . 1 adsworth seems to ave g;one through terrible mental pains • 
On t:ro day oer ore, after ~a.nuel Feumann concluded his testimony, lads•rorth 
viboro· sly o po sed the 1~esol ution . 'hence he changed ris ind after Bloom un­
loosened his pleas and he voted to report tho 'es lutjon but the next day he , 
appare~1 tly, had ohane;ed his n j_nd e.6ain and he d • d his best to defeat our eso­
lution . 

Incidentally, it is worth noting that Dr . i lve r I s Congresswoman did no t 
have the oouraf_;e to s how u on the floor du ring conside .·ation of the te solution. 
ror did Dr. ~a.ton vrho, I am informed , voted f or us with reluctance and mis ivings . 
It was necessary, therefore, for •• rs . Ho6ers of i ass chusetts to ore side as Repub-
lican Chai nnan . he did so vnth benefit to us, in my opinion . Her little speech 
in our behalf was persuasive . I vmtched t ... 1e reactions of the members and I know­
that what she had to sayw as well rece ·ved by her ccllear u<:1s e 

The most e1·fo ctive speech in our behalf oame from .r•rs . luce . She went 
to town . There is so much of solid thinking in what she had to say that I commend 
her obst.,rvations to ~.r . 'hapiro for fullest use in Connecticut and elsewhere . 
Certain sentences of her observation , delivered without benefit of memoranda, a.re 
very much worth quoting . 

Very effective speeches in our behalf vrere made by leaders v.cConnack and 
artin , and it should do l!;lihu tone •ood to know that his original spade work , 

p l us that of his friends and neighbors in lassachusetts , produced s~ch ef1G c ' ive 
results . , ith a reasonable de bree of modesty I , too , rise to a point of personal 
p r ivilege because of the pe r onnance of these two g,entlemen. I labored with them 
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diligently and froquently from the mo ent our nevr a solution was con ce jved 
by Dr • .) i lver, and I nursed t .em .. ost carefully in t he 'Neek follo~:ring the 
fe.vora.ble re ort of the onate CorrL"J.ittee . 

The two most devastating speecl:es against us , it seems t o .. e., were 
by ,,ickers am of vklahoma., and ,,adsworth. .fickersha;., , ·nciden tally., ex oses 
his 6reat i tore st in tne <" il situation . Lr . V'adsv:orth, o tl e ot er hand., 
a.'1d this is auite contrary to his lon • service in the Congress, leaves himself 
onan to an accusation of hYPocrisy. 

Mr . .r'lood of , ilkes Be.rre, Pennsylvania, who wa.s brou ht into the 
icture just on last Tuesday., came ti,ro gh mEl 6nifi.cently • . e is deserv·ng of 

our ap~ reciation and I sug est that the Zion· sts of ,tilkes-Barre and Scranton 
:;ive him a testimonial dinner. He vras forthr:i 6ht a..."ld inteJligent, '1Ild t e c 1. 
coaching he h d i.n 11 ash .:.n 6 ton insofar as I believe , came from Ccne;rossrr"i Coller 
and Leo ~ack. 

'hese obse vations ·;ou lc. not be com'"> lete w· t hout a referen e to Sol 
loom. As I r ve he etofore re orted to Dr . u .. l ver over the to e hone, he 

came t · rough when the chips we re dcvrn . In the liE;ht of .r d ort 's ne r f on an o 
on cha floor :. ste ~d0 y, I ru mol'e or1vinced t.un ever t ho.t loom did :e ·o ·c 
job ·n the Co.TL11.itt00 on •ru ~ day . 

ong our Jo ..-i sh friends , : r . dab th crune thro u h at 1 n e; n.st., and 
Emanuel Ce ller we.s helpful in these clo in· d ys a.s he ende vored to be all 
along. 

If I thi nk of 01.,her br.:.ckbats or bm. u ts, I s hall trans it t hem to 
you. .,i th kindes-c re ·ds . 

Ve er0ly • 

• Sack 

LI.S i sbr 

P . s. ur strate6y nut jn to action imnec.io.tf:., ly fol 1 ovring -che fav-orable report 
from the enate Committee paid d:'...vidends . I ut loo;n , :i artin and l'cC011.ack on 
the alert at 01 ce to speed 9.ction on tho mea ure •!fhen it co.me over frar.. the 
enate, and s a final safeguard vre had re. dy ule fro111 Sa.bath to ive us 

t ... e r~ ht of ~ay and to revent any And al) o oonents from ob~ectint; to imr edi­
ate consider tion and delay ing us i... defi:i i tely. 

The .ule proved to be very neces s ary and s a res 1 of its effectiveness e 
~ ave today our complete .. esolutio.i. 
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