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7 'I'll O JGRE:'S S.RES. 247 ••• 21> , . ·1-:•~.' IO .• 

I THE E A.TE OF THE UNITED STATES 

FEim ARY 1 (le<ri lative dtt , J A ARY 24) 1944 
\fr. ,v\u:-;EH (for him elf and Mr. TAI<"r) ,'ubmittecl the followin resolution; 

which \\a · ref rr d to the ommitl(' on For io-n R lation 

RESOLUTION 
Wherra: th Hi. ·ty-, v 'Hth (\n10T('~~ of the Uni d State on . 

J u1H' 30, 1922, una11i1110n:ly n' ' lvNl 'that the Unit d 
Htn1 ,' of ... \ HH'riea fa 1or.· tlH· pstahli.·lnHent in Pal tine of 
u nati< ual houw for th' J (r,vi ·h pc pl', it b ino· clearly 
nuder. to< d that uothiu<>' .·1iall b don ,vhich n1ay pr judice 
th(' eiYil and r •lio·ion~ rio·ht: of Chri tian and all th r nou
J 'Wi:h ·om111n11iti . in I al ·tin 1, and that th h I pla e 
and r ,Jjo·iou: hui]dino·: und ·it . iu Pal tin hall be 
adl (]Hat 1. prote t d"; and 

"\Vh •rea. th ruthl : p r • ution of th 1 J wi ·h p 011 in Europe 
has clearly d 111 n. trat d th' n d f r J wi h horn land 
a a hav n for th larg number , ho hav be ome horn I 

1 

a a r ult of thi 

Resolved, That th 

cution: Ther for b it 

nit d Stat hall u e it good 

2 offic and tal appr priat m a ur to the end that the 
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1 doors of Palestine shall be opened for free entry of Jews 

2 into that country, and that there shall be full opportunity 

3 for colonization so that the Jewish people may ultimately 

4 reconstitute Palestine as a free and democratic J e,vish 

5 commonwealth. 

~ ~ 
~ t"l ., er:, 

~ ~ 
0. > 
~ ~ 
:> ......... 
tr -(t) ~ 

(t) 

("'.) ~-
0 m 
~ ~ s =: 
-· -,el 
~ (t) 

i 0. p:, 
0 :cl 
= C-.j 

~ > 
0 !2l 
'"I C: 
~ I;; 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
(t) -

[~ .... co 
0 ~ 

~ ~ 

td 
'<! 

~ 

r 
ti 
~ 
::$ 
s:i., 

;( 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 
;.; 

-~< 
~ 0 0 
::$ ,-; 
s:i., ..... .... • :=- ::$ 
~ ,0 ~ 
., >-; ~ 

..... ('I) 0 
- (fl ,:0,,,_. .......... 
l"O O 0 

~ ::$ 
~ ~ 
('I) ...... O"' 
~ ..... ,..-! 
<l O .. ......... rn ,...., ,..,.. 
;:,-- 0 g

"O H, 

('I) -d 
0 ' I,,/ -
~ ~ ;::. --~ C> (D (t) 
• ~ s:i., ..... 

:j[/1 
(!) s-
~ ~ 

~ -;:,-- 0 
0 ~ 
::i ..... 
~ ~ 
<p CJ::i 

~ 
t'l1 
rJJ 
0 r-e: 
~ .... 
0 
2 

~ 
00 
-i 

N> Ill :::, 

008 ~z 
~o 
~~ 
~ 
"l2 
r:J2 

tn • :::a 
t'r.:I 
tn • 
N 
~ 
--._;a 

l 



DRAFT R.~JSOLUTION FOR COUGRESS 

Whereas the Sixty-seventh Congress of the United States on 

June~. 1922, unanimously r esolved 11 that the United States 

of America favors the establishment in Palestine of a nation

al home for the Jewish people, it being clearly understood 

that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and 

religious rights of Christian and all other non-Jewish coljlll\l

nities in Palestine, and that the holy places and reli ious 

buil ings and sites in Palestine shall be adequately rotect-

ed11 ; and 

Whereas the ruthless persecution of the Jewish people in Europe 

has clearly demonstra ed the need for a Jewish homeland for 

the large nUJJ1bers who have become homeless as a result of 
• 

A4---" 
this persecution. and this need aae become more urgent than 

ever: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the United States shall use its good 

offices and talce appropri te measures to the end that the 

doors of Palestine shall be opened forthwith for the free 

entry of Jews into that country. and that there shall be 

full opportunity for colonization, ana. that the Je ish 

people shall be encouraged to roceed w1 th the rapid up

building of their 1ational Mome and the reconstitution of 

their ancestral land as a free and democratic Jewi s common-_____________________ __::~--;.....-.---

wealthr with full equality of right and status for all its 

inhabitants. 



... 

CO~ISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
~ Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cl evel nd, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

521 FIFTH AVENUE 

ROOM 1903 

N EW YORK 17, N. Y. 

I acknowledge your letter of October 8. 

October 9, 1945 

MURRAY HILL 2 694 

1. - I will try to drcft a resolution (incidentally, no draft 
was enclosed with your letter). I have been thinking seriously bout 
the question of the formula of a Je~1sh Common,eelth in view of ll 
the confusion which hr s been gener ted about it. I think the chnnce 
0.re that the Congressmen and Senators will balk tit even more th n 
last year. I am, therefore, more end more inclined to employ s s good 
a p~raphrese as we c n get. Offhr. nd I am thinking of something like 
this: After''free entry of Jews into th t country; I would edd "so that 
they rrw..y continue the upbuilding of the Jewish N;i!~:;~~~their ncestrel soil and its r pid development into a • onwealth 
with e uality of rights for all its inhabit nts . 11 Other vt~i ntc: can 
be crowned which even without the phr $ 8 "Jewish Commonwe 1th" i ll 
clea r ly convey the seme intent. 

2. - Reg~rding your eppointment ~ith Byrnes • I hav n1 t hed 
chence to report to you in detEil my conversftion with Ju:ige Fi ~her 
of Chicago who in turn reported to me what Mr. Arvey had said to him. 
I heard about it also from Judge ~evinthel. The upshot of Judge 
Fisher's talk with me and the real point of the conversation, I im&gine, 
was th t the delegetion to Byrnes should include r eprPsentE•tive Jews 
from various parts of the c untry - l eymen. But behind it, there seems 
to be quite a story of what Arvey hP d heerd from H8nnegan about the 
attitude and beh vier of Wise and his transpar ent de ire to do business 
on a personal bt:1sis. Hannegan clearly got the impression th t the 
Zioni~t leaders were engaged in some sort of rivalry, each pulling in 
his own direction. This impression probabli.~esu)..ted in the idea th t 
it would be well to have some lea.ding leym.J_ttak"t,a hand. I will tell 
you mo~·e about it when we meet. So far as 'the i'tnmediate conference 
with Byrnes is concerned, it might be well to take along a third person, 
perhaps Monsky, or some one else like himl 

3. In connection with Thursday's meeting of the Executive - I h d 
telephone cell and tod y also a letter from Judge Levinth 1 about in
viting illiem Ziff to give some inform tion which he claims to have 
and offer his suggestions. I see thot he has written you directly 
about it. Shell we hnve him st the meeting? 



-
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - 2 - October 9, 1945 

4. - I had a tElk with Judge Rifkind yest erday. He will still 
be here for another week or possibly ten days. He is anxious to have 
suggestions about things that he might do. One· immediete suggestion 
that I offered was that he try, if possible, to carry out a r egi~tr tion 
of e.11 Jews who want to go to Palestine, and he agreed that that would 
be an important act ihich would constitute further pressure for opening 
the doors. Incident£lly, he told me that it w s a mi t ake to hsve left 
Senator Wagner off the progr m of the •adison SqUBre Garden demonstra
tion; that the Senator was upset and thot he was too good and consistent 
a friend to lienate. I explsined the reason. He cotmte1·ed by saying 
th.st the difficulty arose because you wanted him to arrange a meeting 
for you with the President without Wise - that i~ before Wise was 
back, which he did not want to do. I pointed out that to the be ~t 
of my knowledge, Wagner rebuffed you subsequently when you made several 
attempts to communicate with him. He said that whatever was the case, 
he had talked with the Sena tor nd m dl.lified him. Rifkind will be 
very glad to meet with you when you are here. 

J 5. - Thneks for your letter which I will read at the Torcyzner dinner. 

6. - At the request of the boys,~ just had a long distance tele
phone conversation with Charles Rosenbloom asking him to serve as 
Chairman of the Draft Silver Committee with Abe Goodman as Co-~hairman. 
Rosenbloom had no hesitation about heRding the Committee, provided 
it was definite that you will t Ake the Presidency. If th tis beyond 
question, he will serve. 

7. - Sund&y I went out to Ellenville, N. Y., where I addressed the 
annUBl conference of the Empire State Region - hitherto a stronghold 
of the Administration. I w s told after my speech, that it was a 
stronghold no longer. A large part of them, probably a 1 rge majority, 
will go slong with us. It was a well attended and enthusiastic con
ference and I believe they will do excellent work during the coming 
yeflr. 

As ever, 

EN:RW tmanuel Neumann 
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COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Abba: 

5·21 FIFTH AVENUE 

RooM 1903 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

October 12, 1945 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 

I am a little embarrassed by the fact that I have been unable 
to say anything definite to Dr. Friedrich about his plan for the Quarterly 
on Near East Affairs. He spoke to me about 1 t weeks ago in :Boston and 
again the other day here. I hoped to bring 1 t up at the meeting yesterday 
but it was impoesible. 

Hia plan is for him to edit the Q;uarterly, which would be modeled 
more or leas on the Quarterly published by the Institute on Pacific Rela
tions, which is entitled 11Pacific .A.ffairs.• Its policy would be friendly 
to the cause of Jewish Palestine and to the idea of building up generally 
the democratic forces in the Near East, looking to the welfare of the masses 
rather than playing power politics with the Arab feudal oligarchy. 

The financial support which he 190ul d require would be the securing 
of several thousand subscriptions throughout the country and an initial 
fund of $5000. to be secured preferably from private persons. The other 
~ he also discussed with me tbe composition of the Editorial Board, and 
I am attachin6 a 1 iat which we discussed and which is heavily weighted by 
pro-Zionists. Moreover, as be explained, the Editorial Board would be ad
visorywith little direct say. He, Friedrich, would be the Editor and as he 
put it, in the "driver's seat.n 

.Apart from our immediate struggle, I think we should not lose 
sight of the long term aspects and of the very serious situation in academic 
circles where Arab propaganda is rampant. 

Friedrich asked me whether he could at least write tentatizelf to 
the people he intended to invite to serve on the Editorial Board, butven 
on that I could give him no reply, though I told him that I expected to have 
the matter dealt with at yesterday's meeting. I hope you will give this 
matter some thought so that when I meet you next week we might reach some 
conclusions. 

I have just been told by Morris Weinberg that the Bergson boys 
claim Gillette discussed with S8 cretary Byrnes the resolution which they 
were introducing in Congress and that Byrnes encouraged them to proceed 
with that resolution, saying that it was going to strengthen the President's 
position and would meet with no opposition from Administration quarters. 
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Dr . .A.bba Hillel Silver October 12, 1945 

I suppose you also know about the negotiations which 
Nathaniel Goldstein and his associates in the Metropolitan Zionist 
region are carrying on, with a view to securing a prominent national 
speaker for their dinner in December. If you are not infonned con
cerning their efforts and the contacts they are making, let me know 
and I will see to it that you get the information. 

With best regards, as ever 

Sincerely yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 

E / 
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NEAR EAST QUART :RLY 

NA E~ BISCUSSED ·ITH DR. FRIEDRICH 
FOR THE EDITORIAL Bo~ rDi 

Frof'eesor John L. W.tl.;on 

Professor m. ~\lbright 

Den hite 

Profescor Peul Hrnn 

Professor Thompson 

Rnymond Buell 

D:r. hob .rt J. Barr 

Professor Kirtley M ther 

rofessor J E:lph llrrlow 

Dr.Nelon Glueok 

Allen Dulles 

Chica*o University 

ohns Hopkins Univ rsi ty 

este ;-n R erve Univerai ty 

Uni vi:; rei ty of Fl orid 

lif rvr.rd On1versi ty (l\r .biot) 

Formerly of Dept. of ommerce 
no E' t EJ r cuette Univ rsity 

fl, . r'V'. . rd Univ. 'rsi ty 

'mi th College 

162 ~ enmrry ve., Cincinn ti 



COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS 
Administrative Office 

Dr. Abba Hillel S1.1 ver 
The Temple 
Cleveland, 0h1.o 

Dear Abba: 

5·21 FIFTH AVENUE 

RooM 1903 

NBW YORK 17, N. Y. 

October 24, 1945 

I am enclosing the Draf esolution for 
Congress. I have made only a slight change in the second 
paragraph of the preamble. As for the resolution itself, 
I have inserted reference to the''national home'' and the 
"ancestral land" on the theory that we will need them in 
there to compensate for the loss of the word Jewish, before 
commonwealth, whlch will probably be inevitable. I feel 
that unless we have such compensatory words and phrases, 
the resolution will not be regarded as satisfactory. 

I have also been considering whether it 
may not become politic and expedient to incorporate also, 
the proposal contained in the :Bergson Reso l ution for the 
setting up of an International Commission to facilitate the 
rapid transfer of Jews from Europe to Palestine. 

We might consider this if it should be
come necessary to get Bergson's Congressmen and Senators 
to drop their resolution in favor of ours. I shall continue 
to give further thought to the resolution. 

lt~N:13\T 
Enclosure 

As ever• 

Faithfully yours, 

Emanuel Neumann 

MURRAY HILL 2-0694 
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WALTER P'. CIEORGE, GA., CKAIRMAN 

DAVID I. WALSH, MASS, 
ALaEN W. llARl<LEY, l<Y, 
TOM CONNALLY, TEX, 
JOSIAH W. BAILEY, N. C. 
HARIIY P'LOOD llYRD, VA. 
PETER G. GERRY, R. I. 
JOSEPH F,GUFFEY,PA. 
EDWIN C. JOHNSON, COLO. 
GEOIIGE L. RADCLIFFE, MD. 
SCOTT W. LUCAS, ILL. 
■RIILN MC MAHON, CONN. 

IIOBERT M. LA FOLLETTE, JII., WIB, 
ARTHUR H. VANDENllERG, MICH, 
ROBEIIT A. TAl'T, OHIO 
JOHN THOMAS, IDAHO 
HUGH BUTLEII, NEBII. 
EUGENE D. MILLll<IN, COLO. 
OWEN llREWSTEII, MAINE 
HARLAN J, llUSHP'IELD, B, DAK, 
ALBEIIT W. HAWl<ES, N. J, 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE: 

CHRISTIE B. KENNEDY, CLERK 

Dr. A.H. Silver, 
American Zionist Emergency Council, 
East 105th Street at Ansel Ro~d, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

November 10, 1945. 

This ~ill reply to your note of November 9th. 

I fully understand your feeling. I hoped we JJ1ibht take 
up our Resolution last Wednesday. But the Committee aid 
not h~ve a quorum (and I coul make a fe Eertinent comments 
about that if we were engaged in private conversation). 
The situation next Wednesday will undoubte ly be affected 
(from an Administration stan point) b~ the President's 
conversations ith Mr. Atlee ~hich will hHve then been 
substantially conclu ed. I do not know what situation 
we shall confront. All I can say is that you c· n e end 
upon me to do the best we can with whatever situation 
develops. 

With warm personal regards nd best v:ishes, 

Cordially &.nd ~ithfully, 

R 
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Charge to the account o/ _____________________________ $,_::===========~-
J CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED\.. WE s TE RN DOMESTIC C~BLE 1;106- CHECK 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL 

OVERNIGHT NIGHT 
TELEGRAM LETTER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SERVICE RADIOGRAM UNION P11Lrona should check claa or Hrvit.4 

TIME FILED 

deoi~ : ot~.,..;oe th• m-l• "'11 be NEWCOMB CARLTON tnnamittedu•wlegramor A . N . WILLIAMS J . C . WILLEVEA 
ordinary cabl- PRE SI OE NT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FlfllST VICE•F'RESIOENT ==~===:===::===:::=~ 

d:::==:~~~=·==~======:::::c::::========:===============~~-=~~~~~~~~~ 
Send the f ollor.oir11s telepam, ,ubject to the terma on l,a~ laeru,/, wlii,I, a,e he,c/,11 agreed to 

11-13-45 

WANT A REPLY? 
"Answer by WESTERN UNION" 

or similar phrases may be 
Included without charge. 

THE LIKELIHOOD OF AN ANiOUNCEfilENT TrlIS AFTERNOON FRO~ MR. BEVIN THAT AN 
ANGLO-AMERIC COJ.itlVIITTEE OF EN~tJIRY TO El \UNJ5 TH.t'.i "tUESTION OF 'i'H~ Dio..->LACED 
,JE\'TS OF EUROPE A.ND THE PALESTINE PROBLE!VI OU HT NOT TO BB USED ,~S AN EXCUSE 
FOR DEFERRING ACTION ON THE PALESTINE RESOLUTION TOMORR.0·;1 IN THE FORIEGN 
RELATIONS CO~RAITT2E. IN THE Fll~AL ANALYSIS THE INVESTIGATION VILL MERELY 
PROLONG THE 0ETLEMENT FOR AN INDEFINITI .PERIOD i D l'/ ITHOUT THE RESOLUTION 
THE SENTL4tNT OF THE UNIT~D STATES Ci NNOT ii.ND \7111 Nar BE OFFIGI LLY STRE''SED 
ON THE SUBJECT . KINDEST REGARDS 

Sent to HON. ROBERT A TA.FT 
ROBERT F. WAGNER 
RALPHO. BREISTER 
ALBEN W. BARKLEY 
ROBERT M. LAFOLLETTE JR. 
JOSEPH F. GUFFEY 
ARTHUR H. VAN DEN BERG 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



11-17 5 
ARTHUR H. VANDENBERG 

T::E LIKELIII OD OF 1 

T !, T . .N kl GLO-.. 
OF THi DIS.PL.t CED J .6, • 

TO BE US 
TO.'O tO,' II T F 
I N ESTIG ~TION ., L 

i'D "'IT 10 T ..., n...,s 
,d L OT OFFICiaL 

J BB. HI LL 

UNI 
· 1 

ILVER 



TELEGRAM TO 

ROBERr F. r,-AGNER 

11-15-45 

THE LIKELIHOOD OF AN ANNOUNCEr, T THIS AFTE NOON FROM 1 • BEVIN THAT AN 
ANGLO-AMERICAN CO ~ITTEE OF ENQUIRY TO EXAMINE THE QUE.,TION OF THE DISPLACED 
JE1i S OF EUROPE AND TEE PALESTINE PROBLEM OUGH.r 1 OT TO BE USED AS AN EXCUSE 
FOR DEFERRING ACTION ON THE PALESTilfE RESOLUTION TOMORROW IN THE FOREIGN · 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE. IN THE FINAL XllllOC AN1.LYSIS THE INVESTIGATION V-IIJ., 
MERELY PROLONG THE SETTLEI~iENT FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD .AND lITHOUT THE 
RESOLUTION THE SENT Il'lENI' OF THE UNITED STATES CAl~Nor AND riIT.L NOT BE 
OFFICIALLY STRESSED ON THE SUBJECT. KINDEST REGARDS. 

ABBA HILLEL SILVER 
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
American Palestine Committee 

41 East 42nd Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 

MUrray Hill 2-4917 

Christian Council on Palestine 
70 Fifth Avenue 

New York 11, N. Y. 

Algonquin 4-2720 

FOR IMu=nr · m·n n - E • ("'-:i u..!!i A l.r:., .n .. ·..,.i.J .n.ut.1 -------

DEAN ALFANGE CHARGES PRESIDENT TRUMAN VIOLATED PERSONAL PLEDGE AND TEAT 

OF HIS PARTY BY WITHDBAWING SUPPORT FROM PALESTINE RESOLilliION 

- ....... - .... 

New York - Dean Alfange, chairman of the Americon Ch~istian Palestine 

Committee of Greater Nm·! Yo-rk I today declarea. that lio~.t:'G~.- m:ndE:-d Ch:-i ·~- s·0:i.cns are 

11 shockedli at Pres:dent Truman rs withdrawal of supJ)ort frorr: the Wagner-T:1f·b-1·Talsh 

Resolution on Palestine, and charged in a telegram to the White House that the 

Presi dent I s action is 11 in violation of Y'JUr pe rsonal pledge and that of yc;ur 

Party. 11 

Assailing the proposed Anglo-American Joint Commission of Inquiry on Pales

tine as 11 a shameful act of appeasement of British imperialism and the feudal Arab 

chieft ains whose fear of the Jet1 in Palestine is a fe ar of progress, freedom and. 

enlightenment, 11 Mr. Alfange called upon. the President II to r econsider your poci tion 

and to l end the great weight of y our office in support of the Wagner- Taft- Walsh 

Re solution. 11 

The text of Mr. Alfange 1s telegram to the President follo\'.'S : 

"THE LIBERAL-lUNDED CHRISTIAN PEOPLE OF GP.EATER N3'.·T YORK ARFJ SHOCI-:SD 

AT THE WITHDR.n.W.AL OF YOUR SUPPORT OF THE WAG1JER• TAFT- WALSH RESOLUTIO:i.lJ 

IN VIOLl1.TION OF YOTJR PERSON.AL PLEDGE A1'1) TR\T CF YOUR PARTY. THE 

I MUEDIATE PASSAG~ OF THIS RESOLUTION IS AN URGENT tnBCESSITY NOT ONLY 

FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE BUT I N TP.iE INTEREST OF PEACE, JUSTICE AND FREED01'1, 

mTRESTRICTED JEWISH IM.UGRATION TO PALESTINE AlID THE ULTIMATE ATTAINMENT 

OF JEWISH STATEHOOD ARE CClJCEDEDLY THE OlIT.,Y MEA!:18 BY W"tlICH ANTI-SEMITISM 

C.AN BE ERA.DIC.A.TED. Ar!TI-SE'UTISVI IS THE C.ANCER OF DEUOCRA.CY, HERE AND 

(more) 
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EVERYv.rtEP.E, AND i UST BE ROOTED OUT IN THE INTEREST OF DEMOCRATIC S 

VIVJJ.u WE OF THE CHRISTIAN AND LIBEML FAITHS VIEW THE PROPOSED \ -JCLO

A: ·:ERIC '-~ JOI T COMMISSIOU OF I :QUIRY AS A SHAUEFUL ACT OF APPEA TI!Z T 

OF BRITISH L'1PERIALISM A ID THE FEUDAL ABA:B CHIEFTAr~s WH'J1 E FEArt CF TEE 

JEW L PALZSTilJE IS .A. FEAR OF PROGRESS, FREEDOU ANTI EIITJIGLTE: ,3:;111'1 

THE illHTJ.:JD STATES IS TH3 0 U;Y NATION I - THE WOBLD WHICH CAH A~SERT ITS 

GREAT MORAL INFLU:m CE TO BRifG ABOUT A JTJS'!' A.. ,-~ m-:IFT SOLillI OH OF THE 

PALEST! TE PF.OBLEI✓. , w:ucH B~CAUS: OF ITS H1PLIC.t'..TIO"r~, IS ALSO THF PROBLZ:1 

CF TH3 W!-!OLZ n~·:.ccru.,:rro WORLD. 1'E THE:REFORE I ..-:PLOB.3 10U TC EECOUSIDER 

YOUR POSIT I O·: .:...?D TO LElill TE~ GREAT WEIGHT OF YOUR OF:?ICE I :r SfilPORT CF 
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#204 - 11/30/45 




