
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

Western Reserve Historical Society      American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000
wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 
Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 

Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

Reel   Box        Folder  
         105   36         273 

Silver, Dr. Abba Hillel, resignation from the Jewish Agency 
Executive, 1946. 



JEWISH NATIONAL FUND OF AMERICA 

41 EAST 42nd STREET 

NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MENDEL N. FISHER 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR July 16, 1946. 

10 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver, 
Hotel Commodore, 
New Tork, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

I am writing this letter to you as I feel impelled to do so by the 
events which have trans~ired in the last few weeks. Jam the last 
one to offer gratuitous advice which I know you must get abundantly. 
As Zionist issues are crystallized there is, of course, a tendency 
and a feeling to react to them, but I al~ays try to exercise self
control and avoid sending unnecessary mail. In the very nRture of 
Zionist leadershi I know how many letters you get giving you all 
kinds of advice. 

! feel very, very strongly that you should go to Paris. It is my 
conviction that the meeting will be a. most important one and your 
absence at this juncture ould be ,mfortunate. The recent events 
in Palestine haves aken us all. It is u.nthinlaible that the leader 
of American Zionism should absent himself from the first meeting 
thich is being held after what has trans-Pired in Palestine, a 
meeting which I feel may turn out to be a great and historic one. 
There re, of course, com:oelling reasons why the meeting should 
have taken place here, but whatever the reasons are, after I left 
the meeting of the Executive last ni t, I thought the matter over 
thoroughly and I decided for myself to send you this communication, 
for whatever 1 t is ~ orth, and to add Tl'lY very "'eak voice to the 
plea that you should o to Paris, k:no •ing it ill be a great 
sacrifice on your pe..rt to lerve the country at this time. 

I usually write you official comnnmications. This is the first 
time I am writing you personally, im elled by a conviction thich 
is stronger than the words contained in this letter, to urge you to 
go to Paris and ta.lee part in the meeting there. The issues that have 
been raised can ~nd must be settled. I doubt very much hether it 
ill be achieved by committees in the absence of important leaders. 

rt should be possible with a com~lement of American representatives 
in Paris to rrive at a decision on the important issues which 
confront us. Thetimes a.re too critica.l and divisiveness at this 
juncture is tantamount to catastrophe. 

A great many things have been said and done which are cause for 
alarm, but in the light of enemy number one, which is Gre t Mtain, 
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e.nd I am not one of those who believe that we should write off 
Great Britain with the stroke of the pen, we have to exert the 
maximum of strength in our Paris deliberations. What was absent 
in Mr. Ben Gurion's dissertation last night, and that SUrJ)rized 
me even though I was touched by his sincerity, was a political 
formulation such as we have a right to expect. e are a political 
movement, and I regret very much that the reconunende.tions made did 
not go to the core of the problem. Herzl's legacy to us was 
Political Zionism and we must continue the b ttle until our objectives 
are achieved. 

It is for this reason that I as a Zionist and sneaking only in my 
own capacity believe that we must bring to the fore in Paris our 
political program. There is still a great deal to be done in the 
United States and we must continue to wage the b -:> ttle until we 
achieve our goal. Wh t I have said in this letter is not an thing 
ne, but I write you out of the sincerity of my heart and in the 
hope that I, among many- others, rill move you to go to Paris. 

I also :f'eel very strongly that Emanuel emnann should accompany 
you unless you feel it is essential f or him to remain here. 

!1th cordial greetings a.nd best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Mendel . Fisher. 

MNF:dl 
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FISHMAN GOLD SHAPIRO 
HOTEL CALIFDRNIA 
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Via Air ;aJ,l 

Dr. Na.hum Goldman 
Zionist Emergency Council 
621 ~ ifth Avenue 
Jew York, i:ew York 

Dear ahums 

Q. o I 

BARTLEY C • CR 

August 27, 1946 

I think I should bring you up to date on developments after you left for Paris. 

Bob Hannigan, the Postr:iaster General, gave a dinner party at •,rhich I was 
fortunate enough to sit next to the President. I talked with him for about to 
hours on the Palestine situation; also vith Secretary Wallace and Attorney General 
Tom Clerk. The following day I had a long visit with Secretary of the Treasury 
Snyder on the same subject. 

'l"here can be no doubt about the fact that the President and the members of 
the Cabinet were equally impressed with what you had to say. There is, however, 
one phase of the matter which disturbed me. All of them asked me if, in nr, 
opinion, the proposal of the J'e dsh Agency met with the approval of the leaders 
of American Jewry. ' lley wondered why Dr. Silver was not with you when you talked. 

I told them that I believed that the Palestinian Jewry's wishes ould be 
respected by the leaders of American Jewry and did rrq best to get out of their 
minds any thought that there might be division ithin:. the ranks of world- ide 
J'ewry on the subject of Palestine. 

Later on, I had a luncheon with the entire editorial staff of the New York 
Herald-' ribune and again I ran into the question of what was the position of 
American Jewry in relation to the proposal you made. One of the editors of the 
Herald- ribuna said that he was confused because all of the propaganda groups 
in America were against partition; whereas the proposal as reported in the Press 
seemed to indicate that the Jewish Agency now favored partition. 

The job of interpreting whatever comes out of discussions and negotiations 
to American Jewry will fall, in major degree, upon the leaders of American J'ewry, 
and therefore it does seem to me to be of extreme importance that Dr. Silver 
should be brought publicly into the picture so that the American Government will 
kno that if it adopts a given course of action, it ~111 have the backing of 
the American Jewish citizens. 

arm personal regards, 

Very sincerely yours, 

BOC1jh Bartley c. Crum 

hk-8/30/46 



MR. K. J. EDERSHEIM 
MR. I. L. HAMBURG 

AMSTERDAM-Z., 
the let, September 1946. 

ADVOCATEN EN PROCUREURS 

P O S T G I R O N R. 7 S 9 2 2 

VAN MIEREVELDSTRAAT 11 

UT$CH GROUP OF GENERAL ZIONISTS 
I 

TELHOON MR. E. %8St. 
TELifCON MR. H. 97881 

"Private 96953 To Dr. bba H. Silver, 
New York, ' /ashington, 

IN ZA I' E 

Cleveland. 
---.-----------

Copy to Dr. Emanuel Newman. 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

We read your resignation as a member 
of the J. 1 . Executive and we want to inform you at once,,that we are 
placing ourselves behind you with all our strength in your stru~gle. 
¥hile full of admiration for your firm attitude and deep Zioniet con-
viction at the London Conference in August 1945, I have still the mo■t 
pleasant remembrance of our personal conversations on this occaaaion 
and I am sure that nobody could take the lead of our struggle better 
thaa you. We hope you will, without delay, take tha.t lead, not only 
in the u. s., but all over the w~rld. There's no hour to be lost. 

Although we only represent the Dute• 
General Zioni■ts',the Dutch z.o. as a whole - whioh includes the mea- · 
bera of all parties - can. be held to oppose strongly to every parti
tion. 

~ We fully appreciate the reasons for 
your reaignation. We are dQply shocked by what has happened and for 
which no condemnation is s ·llrong enough. Nevertheless, your resigna
tion removed the strongest obstacle on Weizmann's way and we fear 
seriously that within three week■ the Executive will have definitely 
agreed to partition., be it una11thorized and contrary to ·l;he London 
resolutions. We do not know the details of the conflicts and cannot, 
therefore, give any advice, yet we recommend to you to oonsider most 
seriously every chance to influence by your presence and that of your 
supporters the members of the Executive during the negotations. Not 
all of them sre equally enthusiastic for partition and constant and 
poaitiTe influence still may change their minds. If you also think it 
advisable to convene a provisional meeting of non-partitioni■te f.i. 
at Paris during the London Conference, we shall be willing to t ake our 
part in the preparations. 

The British are obviously trying 
to get aome partition accepted by us bAfore the opening of the U.N. 
Assembly on the 23th, September, where the Mandate will have to be 
■uperseded by a truateeahip. Probablf many members will refuae to 
vote for a trusteeahiE which is depr viff the Jewiah people ot 
rl hta obtained b t e Balfour Declara on and the i&ndate In thia 
respect our pos ion poaaeaaes a atre o be un ereatimated, 
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ll it we do not give up our rights. 

ow we know the Du.t oh z.o. to be in a. very diffi
cult position. The doors to their Government are open, they can 
very well represent our case, if necessary follow the Du.toh de
legation to ew-York. They are publishing a leading artiole "Con
flicting provisions in the Palestine Aandate?" in the Dutch Law 
Journal of this week, for the use of the Dutch Government and 
their delegation to ew-York. But they feel unable to ap roach 
their Government at the moment, where they know rather sure the 

1 xeoutive is giving up our rights. Within two weeks, however, the 
delegations are leaving for l ew-York . Thia raised the questions 
I em asking you now: 

1) The Zioniclt f ederations are still bound by tee Lon
don resolutions, whioh oblige us to tight for the 
establishment o! Palestine, undivided and undiminiah 
as a Jewish State, in accordance with the Balfour 
Declaration and the Palestine _&ndate. Do the Z.O.A. 
intend, as long aa contrary directives have not been 
given by the ,xeoutive (supposed they were competent 
to 1 t) to pursue their p oli tical n.ctivi ties with 
the U.S.Government and Congres ' on the baeis ot the 
Balfour Declaration and the iandate? 

2) If so, would the z.o.A. recommend z.o.•a and Federa
tions in other oowii~iee to approach their Govern
ments on the same basis before the leaving ot their 
delegations for New-York, if possible to follow these 
delegations? If eo, it seems us neoess~ry that the 
Z.O.A. would send with the utmost speed detailed ad
vice to all z.o.•s and Pederationa conoernGdi many 

of them will not have auffioient kn01ledge of the 
formal situation ( auperaeding of the !i andate, plural 
Trusteeship under Article 81 of the Charter,eto.). 

This cannot, of oourse, be separated from the 
oampaign in the Zionist world. 

~ge instantly that the z.o.A. should take the 
initiative, in an encouraging and passionate appeal to the dejec
ted ovement,1the formation ot a aolid and intertractional orga
niEtion for the reservation of our obtained rights to the develop
ment of Palestine, undivided and undiminished, t. a Jewish State. 
Thia appeal ehould be made and this organisation start with a 
aolemn act and really world-wide publici\z, it possible with 
participation from the outset of ot1er Zionist bodies. It will 
not fail to have ita influence on world opinion, if it becomes 
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manif~st, that the J.A., whi:e negotiating on partition, do not 
represent the opinion of hu.nd■eda of thoua,mds American Zionists 
and probably much more. It will have its influence on the ,xecu
tive's attitude and it wi,1 give the Jewish people the feeling 
that there ie again a strong political Zionist will. Perhapa it 
will even !lot be entirely 1.wweloome to the ~xecutive. And towards 
Governments it will have a great moral strength, ~a it demands 
the upholding of our once obtained rights in the new statute for 
Palestine. 

Thia movement should become a~soon as possible an 
all-party movement and perhaps a •. orld Eleot'ion List should be 
set up, if still possible. In 1937 we started too late and party 
discipline strangled us. 

We are well aware that all this requires an effi
cient machinery, also in Europe and Palestine. It requires orga
nisation, offioials, money, travelling possibilities and constant 
information of the whole Zionist orld, p1.rposely kept in the 
dark. And before all: it requires the highest speed. The Executive 
as well as the British do all they oan to place us before an 
accomplished faot within three, perhaps two weeks.;-

, e are standing behind you, as we did always in 
the past. The coming weeks, if not the coming daya will be deci
sive for our future. Do n•t lose an hour. Your tast is gigantic: 
to rally, to encourage the despaired Jewish people, to organise, 
to say the horrible truth, yet not to stiffen our Zionist adver
saries e~d ... to act with immense speed. Yet I am sure:you Md 
the z.o.A. will succeed. 

Elle,-, /n (. ;t tv,,-,t £,4 

.Jhiultl /2cvt t, t #1t("·-11w~ 

Owr e//htc tfl f l't-vt~f 

I- I ( l I'. ( ~ t ' ·,"' /JI t I, ~ 
1,· , .. .- r t t, '/ ; e r r. • 

You:1 s truly: 

UTCH GROUP OF GENERAL ZIONISTS: 

(K.J. dereheim) 

Chairman. 
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Rabbi on cter 
1702 Geor es L e 
Phil delph1 31 , 

Dear ... bbi Deeter: 

pte ber 11 , 1 46 

• 

I w s delighted to h ar fro you o e mor even 

tho your l t er a writte. in one too happy fr of 
ind. Undoubtedly there is od de l 1n wh t ou ay ,, th 

re ard to the ttitude of so Zioni ta. but of course 1t 

varies ·n various co ~ it1e . e diver, nee tween t ore 
ilitant act1v1 t in Z1oni and th more conser-

vative d r ti an old one. d the st ,le b tween 

the two te de ci will prob bly continue inde!ini ly. 

ht in these circumstances it 1 • to ow 
that you are boc on the acene d full of and de-

termination. I end1nf! your letter on to v. r d I 

al so hopin.i> th t ,, 11 :Ye an opnort d occasion 

to et ain soon. I hoe t t your Z1 ist z d devot-on 
can b t lly utilized in the interest or our c t t4!a 

cr1 tical moment . any thanks for our offer o rvice . e 

will cert inly av 11 ourselves of it . If d he ou pen 

to be in ew Yor , le ae ve a rin , d p rhape we can 

have a chat to ether . 

1th kindest re arda. ever 

7 1 thful y your • 

anuel eu n 

, I 




