
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         105           36           274 
 
 

Silver, Dr. Abba Hillel, resolutions of confidence, 1944-1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



~ENCY COUNCIL 

WHER~S The American Zionist lunergency Council 

established &s the political arm of the four 

major Zionist organizations, has during the past 

ye r und r the leadership of Drs. Stephen Wise and 

Abba Hillel Silver effected such significant achieve­

ments and advanced our cause so notably toward the 

attainment of our objective - t e establishment of 

Faleftine as a free and democr ic J ish Commonwealth 

and 

WHERFAS The political directives of the l!mergency Council 

and the publications, and othervital materials issued 

by it, have been of constant enlightenment and ervice to 

Junior Ha~assah. 

BE IT RESOLVED Th~t this 21st annual convention go on 

record as expressing itssincere appreciation to the 

AMERICAN ZIO IST ~GENCY COUNCIL. 

Junior Hadaesah 
ovember, 1944. 
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LAURELTON .ZIO L.)T DISTRICT 
LALJ "LTON , L. I . 

Jff i.ce: 

Lu11elt1 .Jej, is L 

l It' .. uve. ue t 

L- r:!l~. n. N.Y . 

RESOLUTION P 3ED AT r~.EETING OF BOARD OF DlRt.;CTO 
Jan ary 3. 1945 

1.JenLer 
~2 '..J th SL. 

:JHH' EAS t e resignat. on of RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER from his ~ooition c!S 

Co-Chairman h·s been acce ted b the Ziorist EmerGency Council, follofllnJ 
objections to his uctions vith respect t the recent vote of the House 
Foreign hffairs Committee on the PALESTINE Resolution. 

BE IT RESOLV ED t a t this Board advise t e Long Islund Zionist Region 

1) That this Boa.rd recu.lls the several re~uests made upon t'1is 
District b:r t e ZION I T OR ANIZ ~TIUN of, 1 niERICA and b,t the 
ZIONIST Eit!ER EilCY GOU IL to sup _>ort the ending alest~ne 

es lution and to im ler ent such s P. ort b.., <..1.Ction ; 

2) Tha t the ·olicy of ap~easement has not pr ven effective 
and should be disco tined; 

5) That this ,ljo ..... rd is of the o inion thu.t the Palestine 
planks in t he recent politicul Jlatforms and the letter 
fro m the .?resident t e .a tor ,1agner read tv t e 
Convention should be c nsidered nm orable c0nun • tjuents 
b. honorable men as t' ey ~,ere undoubtedly intended to be ; 

4) Tnat this Board acclaims t' e action of t11e Ho se Committee 
on oreign .H.elutions as u _tJroper and CJ1.:, • ste, C--> >llhr_y tv 
the l>a.rt.1 plun.i<:s ; 

5) • t t is r>oard regrets c .. nd is dee ply c r.c er. ed over 
e acceptan e by the EMERu CY COUNCIL of Doc tor 

Silver's res· gna i on ; 

6) T.1....t t his board r 0 es t 1~t t: e E.ERGE CY COUNCIL 
re uest octor iJilver to reconsider 1is resignation 
so that the .Emer6ency Council and all Zionist may 
continue to avail themselves of the militant spirit 
t e integritJ and the zeal of Rab· ilver l ch has 
so long served Jewry and Zionism a.n s that American 
Zionists may continue to march forward to~et er. 

iJubmi tted 

(Signed) Bernard H. Fuller 
PRESIDENT LAURELTO JIONIST DISTRICT 
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p MILNAUKEE ZIONIST Eiv RGENCY COUNCIL ' Y) 

RESOLUTION UN NIUOUSLY ADOPTED BY THE 11.IL AUKEE ZI ONIST E;11 RGE1J CY cour CIL 
on T esday, Januar r 9, 1945 

"dhereas the rnagni icent achievements of the American Zionist Erner ency 

Council have been aborted u.nd halted by the unfortuna te dissension ,vhich has 

arisen in t he leadership of t he Council, and slnce t he primar y obj ective of the 

Council is the we lfare of Palestine, the Milwaukee Zionist Emergency Council 

f eels it incwnbent upon itself t o express its alarm and condemnation of the 

unfortunctte si tu~ .. tion which has arisen in the r anks of the Americun Zionist 

Erner _,• ency Council. 

Ne, of the locul Erner~ency Council, under t he l eadership of Dr . Abba Hillel 

Silver, nave been constantly motivated und stimulated in our action to greater 

and great r effort in fulfillin g t he mandates of the Arneric~n Zionist Emer~ency 

Council. ·m DEPLORE T:IE NER IN /IUCH DR. SILVER tAS DEPRIV.8D OF HIS L~~ADERSHIP 

AS CO-ClliiIR\1AN OF THE COUNCIL AND Clfa.IRlviAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COI\11MITTEE, AND FEEL 

THAT :-IL3 1 BSENCE AS CO-CHAI '11\N HAS S, IAKEN OUR CONFID1t CE I N T]E i>ROGRAM ~ 'D FUTURE 

OF Ttl1~ iliVIERICA ~ ZIONIST EiviERGEl CY COUNCIL. 

We viev7 with apprehension and disfavor t he µresent structure of t he 

reor cranized American Zionist Emer;.;ency Council, and we call for a further und far-

reaching reorganl7,ation, •d-IICH SH1UJ INCLUDE DH. . ILVER IN A POSITION OF EXiCUTIVE 

LEADERSHIP. 
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704 • dprin vt • 
Los .,l sl, 

,J . • 16 , 10 _5 

Tne pre ent rift in -3r icu.n Zionist l cQ,dei s hip i ur fortunate occ• rren e to 
b ei)l ored b ev .... ry c..> .. ,cientious Je , Zi 1i:t or n n- Zi_ni.Jt . 

t t \8 t i, e •·1 en unit., of _t>urpose nd unit of ction is s entia , ihen he 
coop tion - ~r ,ervices 0f • 11 en of oo ill· re u ently neJded, ,. en. estine 
und he ntire J .... :·· sh eople f· ce un Jrece ant ed or euls u.n b t cle.., , r e 
r esin tion of r . dilver , one ft' e ost o ts~· ndin0 3·ders in .yric n " onis. , 

s ,e l l s he elimin ... t on of oti er cor.utructive forces trom t· e e r ._.er1c- c uncil, 
af_ects Zioni0t influence and int ereut for P 1 3tine n t nl/ o g t1e v~ ous 
purt s 3f t ' 0 nor -J e .ish co unit ' in t ls country , b inner J ..., .. is c •• cles u. 
··ell. 

ot boin into det· ils t . o is reapon»i le for t ·1 
t he un.l.ortun"te action b certu. n "rou s , t . e Holly o 
· t its etin- on Januar ' 16 1945 , r esol ves : 

resent cri ·is ere od 
Zionist D • tr· ct • ·s 

ATTEST : 

Be 

1. Th t i.medi te ..,teps be ta<en to return Dr. bb~ Hillel J'lvor 
t 1 t"te co- L ... ..: ders' ip n t 1e e ergenc council . 

2 . T t t he LLer:,enc., council be reor • 1i zed by including 
re pres n tc.; ti v s f'ro t :.e v riou co . uni ties t 1r.)u6b.out 
t e l · nd , .... r.d n t 1~ vet e &. in of olicJ t s o fe , , 
. s b en done in t .e p· t . 

ecret ry 
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HOLLYWOOD ZIONIST DISTRICT 
of 

RESOLUTION 

704 s. Spring St. 
Los Angeles 14, Calif. 

Jan. 16 , 194 5 

The present rift in American Zionist leadership is an unfor­
tunate ooourrence to be deplored by every conscientious Jew, 
Zionist or non-Zionist. 

At the time when unity of purpose and unity of action is 
essential, when the cooperation and services of all men of 
good will are urgently needed, when Palestine and the entire 
Jewish people face unprecedented ordeals and obstacles, the 
resignation of ~r. Silve, one of th mos outstanding leaders 
in Ame!'ica.n Zionism, as well as the elimination of other con­
structive forces from the emergencr council, affects Zionist 
influence and interest for Palestine no only among the various 
parts of the non-Jewish community in this country, bu inner 
Jewi h circles as well. 

Not going into details as to who is responsible for the present 
crisis created by the unfortunate action by certain groups, the 
Hollywood Zionist District ssembled at its mee ing on January 
16, 1945, resolves: 

1. That mmediat e steps be taken to return Dr. 
bba Hillel Silver to the co-leadership in 

the emergency council. 

2. That the emergency council be reorganized 
by including representatives from the various 
communities thro ghout the land, and not leave 
the shaping of policy to so few, as has been 
done in the past. 

~)~ 
Correa ondin · eo e a.ry 
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WE TCHE TER ZI NIS REGIO 

Dr. 
c/o 
342 
New 

Abba Hillel Silver 
Am rican Zion st l!hier 

adison Avenue 
York 17, . Y. 

My dear Dr. Silver: 

January 22, 1945 

ency Council 

A 

At a recent meeting of the l!iXecutive Co . . itt P of th 
Westchester Zionist Region, a f ull ad rather spirited 
discussion of the events leadi t th reorgeniz -
tion of tne Amer can Zionist Em.e ncy Council wash 
following which the followin ution was duly 
passed: 

"The Ex cutive Committ of the Westcnester 
Region after discus ion of the Mn gene 
Counc 1 controversy regrets that a diff r­
ence of opinion betwee 1 aders whom it re­
spects , hAs been permitted to cause public 
dispute and dissension in Zionist ranks and 
c lls upon our leaders to eliminate sue 
dissension and chieve genu ne harmony." 

' 

It as the sense of the meeting in passi g this resolu­
tion that our allegiance to the administration of the 
Zionist Organ zation of America was not shaken nor was 
there intended any criticism of the fin work undertAk­
en by the Council . There was however, a deep sense of 
regret and hurt at the acr imonious nature of the dis ­
pute , and articularly the fact that it as de d n -
cessary to make the dispute a ssue for the ublic 
press. 

By di ect on of the Executive Comm ttee, a copy of this 
resolution is also being forwarded o Dr . Stephens . 
Wise and Dr . Israel Goldstein. 

Ver;y truly yo s 

teu :;-/ ;;L 
S cretary, 
Region . 
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RICHMO D ILL ZIONIST DISTRICT 

Dr. bba. Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Clevel nd, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver, 

Janu ry 26 , 1945 

The follo ing resolution , s adopted una.nimously by the 
Richmond Hill Zionist District on January 4, 1945 at a district meeting 
c lied for the purpose of considering our resi n~tion from t e Americ .n 
Zionist Emer0 ency Council. Copies of this resolution ere sent to the 
z.o.A. office, the Long Island Zionist Region and Ne Palestine . I 
earnestly hope th~t the action t ken b-t my District l ill help to right a 
wrong and heal an injury. 

•re view with deep regret d concern 
the retirement of Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
from the osition heh s occupied in the 
American Zionist Emergency Council and 
the breach in the leadership of Americ&n 
Zionism. At this critical time the 'ion­
ist movement can neither dis ense 1th the 
services of a man of his abilities nor 
ermit the angerous breach to ·iden. 

e conve to Dr. Silver our sincere affection 
and adm.ir tion for his ork in the Zionist c~use 
and affirm our confidence in the policy he has 
advocated. 

,1th the best interests of the Zionist 
move ent in mind, e c·ll upon then tional 
administr~tion of the Zionist Or aniz~tion 
of erica to t~ke i ediate steps for the 
rompt recall of Dr. Silver to active politi<1.il. 

le dershlp and thee rly restor tion of unity 
in the Zionist movement.w 

Sincerely ours for Zion, 

(Signed) Jacob H. Day 
President 



RESOLUTION 

The following Resolution was unanimously adopted by the Zionist 

Emergency Council of St. Louis on Thursday evening, February 8, 1945, 

at a special meeting held at the Y. M. H. A. - Y. w. H. A. in st. Louis. 

RESOLVED THAT: The st. Louis Zionist Emergency Council views with 

deep concern the retirement of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver from the position 

of Co-Chairman of the .American Zionist Emergency Council and Chairman of 

its Executive Committee. 

world Jewry in general and the Zionist movement in particular can 

ill afford at this critical time to suffer a breach between two such 

eminent leaders as Dr, Stephens. Wiso and Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, and 

obviously all efforts must be mado to effectuate unity between these two 

great leaders without und_ue de lay. 

FURTHER, the st. Louis Zionist Emergency Council, without any attempt 

to pass upon the merits of the pending controversy, respectfully insists 

that the National Administration of the .American Zionist Emergoncy coun­

cil forthwith invite Dr. Silver to resume his positions in the leadership 

of the .American Zionist Emergency Council jointly with Dr. Vlise to the 

end· that harmony be restored in the ranks of American Political Zionism. 

BE ~T FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution be forwarded 

to the National Ad.ministration of the Amorican Zionist Emergency council, 

to Dr. Stephens. Wise, to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, to all Chairmen of 

the local Zionist Emergency Councils throughout the country nnd also to 

the national heads of the four groups affiliated with the American Zionist 

Emergency Council. 



... 

PRESIDENT 
Fred Yenkin 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Benj. Grossman 
Leonard Manekin 
Jack Schiff 

SECRETARY 
David Cheses 

TREASURER 
Samuel Diamond 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Dr. B. W. Abramson 
Harry Beckman 
William Broner 
Maurice Chanis 
David Chases 
David Gaiser 
I. W. Garek 
Harry Gilbert 
Arthur Goldberg 
Dr. E. J. Gordon 
Rabbi Samuel M. Gup 
Simon Immerman 
Dr. M. P. Kanter 
Rabbi Harry Kaplan 
Herman Kan 
Leonard Kohn 
E. G. Krupnick 
Herbert Unick 
Herman Luckoff 
Samuel Meiilish 
Robert L. Mellman 
Morris Molar, 

Lancaster, O. 
Ben Z. Neustadt 
Rabbi Henry Okolica, 

Zanesville, O. 
Albert Schiff 
Robert Schiff 
William Schiff 
Louis Schletinger 
Harry Schwartt 
Joseph L. Schwarti 
Abe Seff 
Sam L. Segal 

Chillicothe, 0. 
Jack Sher 
Gilbert D. Siegel 
Justin Sillman 
Rudolph Stern 
Roy J. Stone 
Allan Tarshish 
Wm. Wasserstrom 
Sig L. Weisskerz 
Abe Wolman 
A. I. Yenkin 
Ben Yenkin 
Rabbi Nathan Zeliier 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 
COLUMBUS DISTRICT 

COLUMBUS, □ HI □ 

r 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
224 E. Long St. 

At the meeting ot the eouti•• Board ot the Ohio vall.,­
z 1 oniat Rep.on. held at C ollDlbua • Oh o• roh 18'h• the 
following re1oluticm •• a4op1;eda 

I 

Columbus IS, Ohio 

e vi• wiih deer, re 
Zioai1nn ~t la1 led 

.t the breaoh ia 1•481"1hip ia Aaerioan 
the reeipa1:ioa ot Dr.Abba Hillel 

S l•er from the pea'll 
ergeoy Couaoil w1 ill 

he ta• ooeupie4 ia t.h • A•r1 oa.--Zicmiat 
aueh •rbd ■uoo••• 

t a tiM lilen uni "7 ot purpoe e aad UJlity ot aotion are e1amtial 
when the a..-rl.o• t/1 11 aen declioatect to air great oan e are 
UJlll911t17 neededJ When 1 e-tt e an the mtire Jewi 1h e pl• 
f'aoe uapr•14mted cr4•1• nd obataolea, . e o 1 tto·td to 
diapeme 111 th the le. d rabip ot nr.s11 ... er. 

TUER • • ORE B • IT .~. OLVEDa Tblt ttu, eeuti •• Board ot •• 
Ohio Vallq Zionlat Repoa rea,..tl"ully •lle upon 1h 

tioMl Adminiet1 t cm r4 t 1 7 ouiat gani ti on of riea 
to take 1-ec11.ate etep1 toward re llbg Dr bba Hillel 11-nir 
to aotlve l•derahlp ia the ZiO!list ergenoy Couno11, thereby 
ett etwlti11g unt.'7 in cur Zioaiat rub• 

BE IT FUR? R OLVEDa That oopiN ti thie r .. oluti• 
be 1et to the eeidet ot the Zicm.1t Orpni1at on of 
•ri ea. ad to the Exeouti v e ot The A rioan Ziom.n 
•leal7 Com111i 1. 

"Palestine-A Jewish National Home In Our Time" 
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ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

PARKCH~STER DISTRICT 
BRONX, NEW YORK CITY 

March 27, 1945 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
E. 105th St. 4Dd Ansel Hci., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

In view of the urgent necessity ofpresenting a solid 

Jewish front before the San Francisco Conference, it is of the 

utmost importance that the leaders within the i1onist movement 

lay aside all differences that weaken us at this time. Our voice 

must be united to demand a hearing before the coming Conference of 

Nations. 

Therefore, we of the Parkchester District of the Bronx 

Region of the Zionist Organization of America do hereby resolve: 

That Dr. Israel Goldstein, Dr. Stephen S. Hise and Dr. 

Abba Hillel Silver be urged to heal the present deplorable breach 

within the American Zionist ranks. 

We further resolve that Dr. Silver be invited to resume his 

former position within the Zionist Emergency Council. 

These resolutions were pas jed unanimously at our meeting 

on March 26, 1945. 

Yours, for a united Israel, 

(digned) Louis -•. Gutman 
President 



The Board of the Zionist Organization of Detroit views with dismay and deep 

concern the existing rift in the leade r ship of the Zior.ist ovenent in Ameri a . 

The recent upset in the .American Zioni t Emergency Council and the emergence of 

the American Zionist Policy Committee have created chaos in Zionist ircles to 

the detriment of the present moves to place the Jewish case upon the a 6enda of 

the San Francisco Conf1;1rence . At a time when Zionist unity is imp era ive and 

when disunity is trubic , we believe the rank and file of the movement demands, 

above all else , trut personal feelinbs a.1 d personal considerations she.11 be 

subordinate to the gr0fat CE1.use 'Which binds us to 6ether . 

Therefore , we , the Board of the Zim ist District of D0troit , appeal to the 

Ame rican Zionist Emc,rgoncy Council to explore every possibh=.: mGans of effecting 

a ro~ssocintion of the Council so as to re~strblish an integrated leadership 

which shnl 1 include the best minds nd the leading personc.liti ~s of the Zionist 

movement. Without attempting to pass upon the morits of the recent controvursy, 

w earnestly urge cooperation in the present · nd fut\.:re strugr;los which lie 

aheud . We recall the effectiv0 1,nd colorful le' dE-rship of Dr . Abb Hillel 

Silvur and we note with regret his ubsencu i11 the ouncils of the movement .. 

Dur int; his tenure of office t Gre wr,s £~ gr0c.. t c.ccu lur t ion of Z i. oni st uffort . 

At the same timo we .re not unn in .ful thut th Zionist ,)itu ti.on neuds the combined 

thoue;}lt nnd th< bes t judg1r-•nt of t.11 ou1· l ee. c..:rs if' wo c,r u to gC\.in our ends . 

We thcref'or0 e~rnc..:stly urg1.., t:ds l cL for r cw.;;;VJJ hl-.rmony E~nd coopl.;r .ti on . We 

corrunond the efforts of thosE:J 1ho .. r u t1~.rin!, to brint; this t bout tnd pledge our 

aid to thispnd. fo t..lso r:icor.1ncnd th' .t L Si.lvnr b( 11rL,{Jd to r esume u position 

of le£.dership on t.h6 lun1 .rici.n Zionist Ern.E.:r'-' m~/ Council in coopc;r tion with the 

oth0r exocuti vos r.nd moriberr:: of -i:.h,: t ocly .~ 

COAPLETE TEXT OF RESOLLTIO J CO TCERNI G CRISIS DI AMI!;RICAN ZIO • IST Eh"ERGENCY COLNCIL 

PASSED BY BOARD OF ZIOi:IST ORG IiATI ,J T OF Dh'TRUIT APRIL 5, 1945 



President 
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CONNECTICUT ZIONIST REGION 
affiliat~d with the 

ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

r. ,ba ~ illel Silver 
The e 1ple 

A ri l 17 , 1. 5 

~ast 105th ~t . & Ansel ~oad 
Cleveland , Ohio 

Dear Dr . Silver : 

Executive Director 
DR. HARRY A. COHEN 

5 Huntington Place 
Norwich, Conn. 

Phone Norwich 1116 

At a meetine held b the Connecticut Zionist 
egion at Hartford on pril 15 , 19 5, the fol ­

lo,ing resolution was unanimously adopted : 

In thi 1 ost crucial hour of ecision int e 
istor of our .eople and ~ en the fate of 

a es of ou s t rivine t o r econstitute_ le tine 
as a Jet ivh 011 onueal t i t c-,take , \'JC sole1 ly 
urge all o 1r le .ders in 11 u; oups of t he Zionist 
mov er ent to unite and tor est ~ lis complete 
and harmonious coo e ati • 

ow , t erefore , be it r-iesolved , t ·t i r.P.' i te 
ste _s bet ken tor constitute t1e me i can 
Zionj.st 1,rnergency Council under the co - chn. ir111t n­
shi of r . '/ise and Dr . ilver tote end t1at 
the ultimate ai m of ZioniSJ < 11 b e · acco pli ed . 

Very sincerely yours , 

J ~ 
.T4 CO , f, J 3 'Y 

rre.~ident 



i)ril 1~ , 1&45 

Ju ge Jacob Schwol sky, ?resident 
Connecticut Zioni.t Rebion 
9t35 ain Street 
1 tford 3 , Conn . 

! de r J udJ e ch.;,olsky, 

Thank 'OU o much for ;your kind letter of' 
April 17 and for conveyint, to e th r~soluti~n$ wrich 
• ere adopted by tho Connecticut t.i n ·-= t Reg on on itpr l 15 . 
I deeply a_r>:)reciato t ' e .,Jiri t ~"' th~ reeolutions :ihich re 
in consonna.nce ith so !ll.'.lDJ'" similar res lutions t>aSoed 
thro._. :i-hout ti1e c untr ~. I s ar i it ,> ou t he earn st 
hope tht. t the oionis t, l!.1uert ncy Cou ell uy he s;; odlly 
re- organized so a to ct.c ieve ta.rruony in · ur ranks . 

AHS : BK 

i th --1.ll 1 00 wishes, .i:)ermi t me to rer:i..iin 

o~t cordiall r rours , 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, 
55 West 42nd St., 
New York (18), N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver:-

AGUDATH B'NAI ISRAEL CONGREATION 

Ninth street and Reid Avenue 

Lorain, Ohio 

April 26, 1945. 

At the last meeting of the Lorain-Elyria Zionist District I was 
instructed to convey to you the following sentiments: 

The Lorain-Elyria Zionist District views with deep concern the 
continued rift in the Zionist Organization of America. 

Differences of opinion and disagreements concerning procedure 
are natural and are to be expected, but we can ill afford breaches 
in our organization, resulting from personal conflicts. 

We recognize Dr. Stephen S. Wise's long and faithf'ul service to 
Zionism and appreciate his readiness to continue in the service of 
our common cause; we are anxious to avail ourselves of his experi­
ence and wisdom. But we atao recognize Dr. Silver ' s dynamic quali­
ties and value the services he has rendered the cause of Zion in 
general, and the Emergency Conmittee particularly. We can not af­
ford to dispense with hie leadership. The present crisis in Zion~ 
iem calls for the combined efforts of both men. Thie is no time to 
indulge in another division in Israel. 

Therefore, Dr. Wise and Dr. Silver, we, Zionists of the Lorain­
Elyria Zionist District, urge you to compose your differences with­
out the aid of any peace committee. Your loyalty t o our people 11:lll 
show you the way towards that settlement. Resume your places of com­
bined leadership. Lead and we shall followl 

With Zion I e blessing, 

Sincerely youre, 

(signed) Julius Kerman 

P. s. A copy of this letter is being eent to Dr. Israel Goldstein and U> 
Dr. Wise. 

JK:v. 



.. .. 

RESOHJT I OliS ADCPTED BY THE LONG ISIAND ZIONIST REGION 
---~ ... --- --..-..-- -------
AT CGNVENTION HELD June 24th, 191.6 

WHEREAS, our movement is today in grave danger at a time when our 
enemies are mobilizing their resources in a campaign to put an end to Zionist 
aspirations for all ti~e; and 

WHERE.AS, American 25.onist leadership is disunited at the very moment 
when they should unite behi.nd a. program of' militant political action; and 

WHEREAS, disunity in our ranks has boen fostered by the forced re­
signation of Dr. Abba Hillel Silver from -\;he co-chairmanship of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council and the chairmanship of its Executive Comrnitte0; and 

~1-IEREAS, the American Zionist masses have ceaselessly demanded thut 
the present National Administration of the Zionist Organiz ation of America 
recall Dr. Abba Hillel Silver to the aotive political leadership of our move ­
ment, and 

VrHEREAS , the failure of the National Administration to respond to tho 
expressed wishes of tho membership has served only to widon the gulf betwoon 
the Zionist membership and the National officers; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Long Island Zionist Region, consist­
ing of 6700 mombors of tho Zionist Organization of Am.orica 1 in Convention as­
sembled on this 24th day of June, 19}~5, expresses its d0op dissutisfaction uitL 
tho dilatory actions pursued by tho National Administro.tion on this o.11 -import::t.r"b 
question and cnlls upon the President, tho No.tionnl Executive and the National 
Adrninistrutivo Council of the ZOA und domnnds that Dr. Abba Hillel Silver bo 
rocnlled forthwith to tho politica.l loudorship of American Zionism, so thc.t ou.~ 
movement mny ho.vo tho bonofit of his offectivo o.nd dynamic direction .in this 
crucial hour of docision, und 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that wo cull upon tho Nutionnl Administration 
of tho ZOA to dosignr.to such roprosontutivos to tho Amorico.n Zionist Emergency 
Council o.nd take such othor stops as will ono.blo Dr . Silvor to co.rry on Zionist 
political work with tho groo.tost offoctivonoss, nnd 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tho.two nuthorizo o.nd direct the Executive of 
our Region to to.kc who.tovcr stops tho s itua.tion dona.nds, in coopora.tion with 
other Regions, to cffoctuo.to the purposes of this Rosolution, und 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tho.t copies of this Resolution bo sont to the 
President o.nd members of tho Executive nnd Administro.tive Committoo of tho 
Zionist Orgnnizo.tion of America., to the monbors of the Araoricnn Zionist Emex-g ... 
ency Council, to the Prosidonts of nll Zionist Districts o.nd Regions in the 
United Stntos, o.nd to tho Now Po.lostino for publication. 
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WHEREAS, decisions affecting the future of Palestine and of the Zionist 
movement are being taken by leaders of the United Natj_ons in their various con• 
feronces, and 

WHEREAS, the concerted efforts and careful deliberation of our entire 
organization are immediately imperative, and 

WHEREAS, the highest deliberative body of our organization is the 
Annual Convention of the Zionist Organization of America; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that tho Long Island Zionist Region calls 
upon the President of the Zionist Organir.ation of America and the Zionist Execu­
tive to mn.ke every t1ffort towards the scauring of permission from tho Offico of 
Defense Transporte.tion to hold n No..ti ono.l Convontion as s poedily a.s possiblo; nnd 

BE IT FUR'rI-lER RESOLVED tho.t v,o co.11 upon tho President of the Zionist 
Organization of America to cnll ~mch £~ Convuntion o.t the on.rliost moment, con­
sistent with govcrnmont rogulations; a.Ed 

BE IT FURTHER R:!iSOLVED thnt, in view of the nood for clarifying curre: '­
issues, we instruct our roprosonto.tivos on the Motropolito.n Inter-Regional 
Council to co.11 nnd orgri.nize forthwith o. Conforonco of all Regions in tho Motr n-• 
politan Aron. to considor tho o.11-importnnt questions now confronting our move­
ment; n.nd 

BE IT FlfilTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution bo sent to tho 
membors of tho Exocutivo und Administrativo Committoos of tho Zionist Orgnnizo.­
tion of America. und to tho Presidents of all Zionist Districts o.nd Regions in 
tho Unit0d States o.nd to tho Now Palestine for publicntion. 

- 3 -

WHEREAS., th0 fostorins of un i --i formod Zionist public opinion is u 
preroquisito for tho hon.1th o.nd ~r o·r:t h of our movement, o.nd 

WH8REAS, in thi s or l' i 2J. p .J r j od tho ZOA hn.s n posit i -vo responsibility 
to mo.kc o.vD..ilnblo t o tho l1mc ric an pc c- ~lc nnd to Zionists n.11 s icnific n.nt nows., 
mo.torio.l n.nd comment on Zi onift a.cti it.," , ospcci· lly infor·mo.tion on tho o.11-im­
portnnt quostions of Zionist progrun o. ~1d policy, o.nd 

WHEREAS, wo a.re dooply perturbed b:f tho o.t-ti tudo demonstrn tad by the 
officic.l publications of' the ZOA in prasonting only such comment a.s reflects 
the ·viows of the present Administration of tho Zionist Orgnniz11tion of Ar.1orica, 
o.nd 

vVHEREAS, the opinions sha.rod by tons of theuso.nds of Amorico.n Zioni:- ,~.· 
merit tho considorc.tion of tho entire mombors of tho ZOA, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED tha.t wo oc.11 upon the Na.tiono.l Administra.ti r·• 
of the Zionist Orgunizo.tion of Ar\orioo. c..nd tho Edi torio.l Boo.rd of the Now Po.1-
ostino nnd o.11 other offici~l Zionist publicntions to nltor forthwith tho polic~r 
which is boing pursued by tho Nm·, P lostino o.nd to permit tho inclusion in our 
offioio.l organ of comment un Zionist o.ffo.irs which docs not nocosso.rily coincide 
with tho view of tho Administ1·0.tion . 
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WTIEREAS, the Long Island Zionist Region, co!npr1s1ng over 6700 members 
of the Zionist Organization of America, is desirous of seeing fulfilled the 
ancient prophooy of return to Zion; and 

WREREAS, we, as citizens of the United States of .America, are co niznnt 
of' tho promises of the major political parties of the United States, in their 
conventions assembled, to expedite the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish 
Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, we are also cognizant of the fact that Groat Britain is bound, 
by a treaty with the Unit'od StateD, not to change the rights of tho Jewish 
people under the Mandate for the trntr..1:ilishrnont OJ. Pnleatine us r.1. Jowich Common­
weal th, or to in terfero with tho frou f1.l1d unrostr:i.otod imrai f; rati on of Jews to 
Palestine, without tho perr.,is~~io1 oft 10 ConGross oi' tho Unitod States; and 

WHEREAS, the League of Nations o.nd other investigatin~ bodies hn.vo 
found that Groat Britain has fa.ilod to r.bido by the torms of tho i nndn.to of 
tho waguc of Nations, and, therefore, hns violated said troaty with tho United 
States; among other things by issuing tho infamous White Paper of 1939, which, 
without any permission from or even consultation with tho Unitod Stntos, ho.s 
caused cossution of unrostrictod immigration of Jows to Palestine; and 

'WHEREAS, tho ino.bility on the part of tho momborship of tho ZioniDt 
Organizo.tion of Aloorica to moot in national convention ho.s resulted in tho in­
ability of tho momborship effectively to control tho oxocutivo policies of th1 
Zionist Orgnnization of .America, which hc.s resulted in o. semblance of disunit:r • 
o.nd 

WHEREAS , th0 membership of the Zionist Organization of Amorico. is in 
fa.ct united in policy and program und would so affirm if given tho opportunity 
to express their dosiros , and 

TIIERRAS, under conditi N s of crisis cxistin[; todcy, it is nocossary 
tho.t tho oxocutivos of tho Zi oni st Orgc.nizc.tion of America must r 0cord such 
desires of tho moniliership o.nd procood ~ocordingly, 

NOW, TflliREFORE, BE IT RF.SOLVED , that tho Long Islo.nd Zio~ist Region 
in Convontion o.sscmblod on tho 24th day of Juno, 1945, oxpronsos its disfavor 
of o.ny policy of pr ocrustino.tion, of i ~ ction and of do lay in rogard to tho 
mo.ttors horoo.fte r cnum0rntod - nnd positiro, continuo,.1s and militant conduct 
on tho po.rt of tho Officers o.nd tho .Executive Committoo of tho Zionist Orgo.ni ­
zo.tion of .Amoricn tmvnrd tho suno , o.nd 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED thc..t wo cbmund thut tho officers a.nd Executive 
Cornoittoo of tho Zionist Orgo.nizntion of A.~oricu imraedintaly to.ko notion upon 
tho following : 

1. Potitioning tho Congross of tho Unitod States on our boho.lf ns 
citizens of the Uni tcd Sto. to s , irn.m.o dio.tc ly o.nd without further do lay, to re­
quire Grout Brituin to desist from the further br0noh of hor treaty with tho 
United Stutes nnd to require Gront Brit--.in , irrunodio.toly and v1ithout furthor 
delay, to ubido by and porforn hor tr0 t.~ty obligo.tions to tho United Stn.tos 
and to nullify and doclure void immcdi~toly tho Whito Pnpor of 1939; 



2, Petitioning the Congress of the United States on our behalf as 
citizens of the United States, immediately and without further delay, to carry 
out the promises of the · conventions of the major political parties of the 
United States, and embodied in their respective platforms to implement and 
make a fact the establishment of Palestine as a Jewish Commonwealth; 

3. Declaring the policy of the Zionist Organization of America to bG 
to the same effect and nt onco impress upon the President and the Congress of 
the United States and upon the leaders of the major political parties that we 
demand innnediate and positive fulfillment by both major parties of the promis e:... 
those political parties ma.do in convention assontblod; nnd 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that wo cnll upon tho oxccutivc officers and 
the Executive Committee of tho Zionist Orgunizatio1.1 of America and domand that 
thoy immodiatoly initin.to c.. roforor~dum to determine tho desires of the members 
of tho Zionist Organization of America, and if possible; of all Jows in tho 
Unitod States, on the specific mnttors of dcmund horoinbofore enumerated, pro­
viding, however, tha.t snid referendum shall in no wo.y dcln.y tho 00.rliost pos­
sible assembling of tho ZOA Convention . 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that each and overy of the Regions and Dis­
tricts throughout tho United States be requested immediately to take like action 
on the foregoing; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be sent to tho 
mombors of tho Exocutivo Committee and tho Administrative Committee of tho 
Zionist Orgn.niza.tion of America., to the members of tho Am.orico.n Zionist Emerg­
ency Council , to tho Prosidonts of nll Zionist Districts und Regions throughout 
tho United States, and to tho Jewish press of tho United States, and tho.t it bo 
published forthwith in o.J.l publications of tho Zionist Organization of Amoricu • 



MID-WEST REGION of HADASSAH 
THE W oMEN's ZroNIST ORGANIZA TI0N • 

THE HEALIXG OF THE DAUGHTER OF MY PEOPLE 

December 12,1945 

Rabbi Abba Hi~el Silver 
Pres.Zionist Organization of America 
1720 Sixteenth Street,N.W. 
Washington,9,D.C. 

Dear Rrbbi Silver; 

As Regional President of the Mid-West Region of Hadassah 

may I offer you my sincere congratulations and best wishes upon your election 

to the Presidency of the National Zionist Organization of America.I know 
re 

that under your leadership your organization will grow in stfngth and 

many important accomplishments will be realized. 

At the recent Conference of our Region,eomprising of 

five States--Iowa,Illinois,Michigan,Wisconsin,and Indiana--,action was taken 

regarding the Youth Work in our area.A Resolution was passed which I am 

enclosing for yourattention. The men in this area have not been of any 

assistance and we feel the load cannot be carried alone.Knowing that you 

realize the vast importance of this phase of our work and knowing that it 
pert of the 

must be done co-operatively,I feel certain that immediate action upon the/ 

z.o.S.will be .f'ulfilled• We have repeatedly brought this to the attention 

of the past z.o.A. President and also to the National Youth Commission 

personnel but to no avail.We are looking to you for assistance and we 

know that we will nett be disappointed. 

With Zion greetings,! am 

Sincerely yours, 

Mrs.Shoolem Ettinger 
Ch irman,Mid-West Region of Hadassah 



MID-WEST REGION of HADASSAH 
THE WOMEN'S ZION IST O RGAN IZATION 

THE HEALIXG OF THE DAUGHTER OF MY PEOPLE 

YOUTH CO MMISSION 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED AT THE 2lst MI D\rr~ST REGIONAL CON:B1ERENCE OF THE 

MIDWEST REGI ON OF HADASSAH., PEORIA, ILLI NOI S 1945. 

Whereas: It is an established policy of the at i onal bodies of 

Hadassah and the Z bonist Organization of America that equal 

representatives of both bodies compose the Yo ut h Commi ssi ons in the 

various areas through the country. 

Whereas: The "v1idwest Region of Hadassah believe s t h e Chi ca.go 

area and the Chicago Youth c ommi ss ion, must be included in the Mid­

West Regi on ·of Youth Commission in order to lend its numerical and 

financial support to a strong a.nd healthy Mi d-West Regional Youth 

Commission 

And Whereas: It is of extreme importance that due to the vital 

part of the work of the Youth Com.mission, a capable Z.0 . .1. chairman 

and a willing worker be appoin ted from the city of Chicago in the 

capaci ty of Youth Comr:nission Chairman for the Mi d-West hegion. 

Whereas: The body of the 1id-We st Regi on of iaxxu Hadassah 
has carried this task in the past years and, 

Whereas: This body feels its work inadequate due to the la ck of 
cooperation of the Zionist Organi 7.ati on of America in this area and, 

Whereas: The fut ure of Zionism lies in the traini ng and guiding 
of our youth, 

Be it resolved thut ACTION from the Nati onal Zionist Organization 
of America be taken I M;,.~EDIATELY to make the necessary appointment. 



E GliT A ... m· L C 10/El TION 
S ""T.bRl.t ZI l IJT GI r 

H TE SE1:Il OLE 
ACJ J ;l:VILL:h: , FLORI A 

J NUARY 26-2?-28, 1946 

·rnE AS Dr. Abba Hillel ilver has assumed the pr sidency 

of the Zionist Organization of America at a most 

crucial period in Jewish history and is fighting 

valiantly for th~ realization of Zionist c::ims and the 

o:)ening of alestine to free and unr stricted Te\,ish 

irnrnigr2.tion, and the esta.blishrrent of a free and 

democratic Jewish Commonwealth, 

NO"·. THEHB FORE IT 3 LVED by the elegatee tc the Scuth-

eastern Regional Zionist Conferenc , asse ~led in 

Jacksonville, Florida., on January 27, 19 6, that he 

e given th united and unanimous support cf ev ry 

district in this region in the pursuit of the policies 

and directives promulgated by him. 



R E S O L U T I O N 

RESOLVED TH~: The Executive Board of the 11,1aukee District or the Zionist 

Organization ot America views with deep concern the untortunate dissension which 

resulted in the retirement of' Dr. Abba Hillel Silver from the position ot Co­

Chainnan of the Ainerican Zionist Emergency Council and Chairman of its Executive 

Committee. 

We teel that his absence in the leadership ot the .American lionist m:nergency 

Council has deterred the execution of Zionist policies laid dom by the Biltmore 

Platform. We share the conviction that 1110rld Jewry in general, and the ~1onist 

movement in particular, can 111 afford at this critical time to suffer a breach 

within Zionist ranks and are convinced that all efforts must be made to atteotuate 

unity in Zionist ranks without undue delay. 

FURl'HER, the Executive Board or the Milwaukee District or the ZOA, represent­

ing an aggregate membership ot over 2100, without 8Z1Y attempt to pass upon the 

merits of the controversy which resulted in Dr. Silver's resignation, respect­

fully insist that the National Administration or the American Zionist Emergency 

Council forthwith invite Dr. Silver to resume his positions in the leadership 

of the American Sionist mnergenoy Council to the end that harmony be restored 

in the arena of ••rioan pol1t1oal Zionism. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the 

Executive Committee of' the -.erioan Zionist Emergency Council, to Dr. Israel 

Goldstein, President or the Zionist Organization of America, to Dr. Stephens. 

Wise, and to Dr. Abba Hillel Silver. 



OFFICERS 

JACOB G . LUKASHOK 
President 

ARTHUR A. PEKELNER 
Vice-President 

SEYMOUR R. LEVINE 

CHARLES RESS 
Hon. Vice-Presidents 

LOUIS COHEN 
Treasurer 

ELLIOT F . GLASSBERG 
Secretary 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 

JOSEPH W. GREENLEAF 

ROBERT LAGUNOPF 
Membership 

LEON PINES 
Jewish National Fund 

RABBI LAWRENCE W. SCHWARTZ 

HARRY P. FIERST 
Youth C ommiuion 

CHARLES RESS 

RABBI LEO SHUBOW 
Education 

SEYMOUR R. LEVINE 
Public Relations 

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS 

SAUL KEST, Mt. Vernon 
OSCARS. ROSNER, New Rochelle 

HAROLD J. DITTELMAN, Ossining 

A . S. BAUMOHL, Peekskill 

MAURICE L. JACOBS, Port Chester 

SAMUEL SCHWARTZ, White Plains 

ARTHUR A . PEKELNER, Yonkers 

RABBI MAX MACCOBY 
Rep. to National Adm. Council 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY ZIONIST REGION 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS , the Westchester Zionist Rogion, compr1s1ng over 
2 ,000 members of tho Zionist Organization of .Amoricu, doeply 
conscious of the t ragic plight of our p0ople and cf th0 hlstoric 
rosponsibilitios now confronting· American Jowry, is rcs,")lV;d to 

bond ovory effort towards the achiovomont of Zicnist aims in 
this final hour of docinion, nd 

WHEREAS, tho critict.l position of Zionism following tho 
Confcroncos o.t Yalta , Egypt and Sun F'r::mcisc0 , makos it impero.­
tive that Amoricr.n Zionist~ uni t0 innnediately behind a program 
of vigorous poljticul c.cti n which will utili ze tho best b :. lcnts 

and most effective spoker,mon in our movom~nt , und 

WHEREAS, in the f~ce of our overwhGlrning responsibilities 
o.nd our people ' s t r n.gedy , tho 0ffootiv0n0ss of A.T1oricHn Zionism 

today is impairod by disunity und tho expulsion fr)m suprc e 
command of some of our most capable loudors , and 

WHERE.AS , WL r..ro greRtly c•:incLrncd by the f iluro cf tho 
prosent administration of tho Zionist Organizo.tLJ11 of America 
to give heed t) the do:r10.1ds of individuals , District::; and 
Regions throughout tho United Statos to r ostcro unity to our 
r.iovoment through the re,ou.11 of Dr . Abba Hillol Silver to a.c.;tivo 

political lo~dorship . 
' 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that tho Westchsstor Zionist 
Region, in convention c.sscmbled on this 27th day of Mny 19h5, 
calls upon tho President, Nati~na.l Off icers, Exooutivo Comnittee 
und tho Cho. irma.n of tho Nuti(,n£'.l Administrativu C0unci l vf th0 

Zionist Organizo.ti .---.n of Amer ion tJ r ust )r0 unity to our ranks 
im.inodit t-ely thr ough th0 :rJcull of Dr. Silvor to the ucti~·0 l :iud ­
ership of tho Ar.1L'rican Zionist Emergoncy C .,unci l und tD E-ste.b ­
lish that c-)oporativn with Dr, Silver which will 1.c,k6 P•"'ssiblo 
tho carrying on of Zionist politiccl work with thu greatest 
offoct ivencss , ~nd 

BE IT FURTHER RESOL7ED tho.t copies cf this Resolution be 

sont to tho mombGrs of tho Exooutivo und Adninistrativo Com­
mittoos of' tho Zivnist Organization of Anorica, to tho nornbors 
of t ho Amer ican Zionist Emorgoncy Council, end to thu Presidents 

of ull Zionist Districts and Regions in the Unit~d States. 



(C 
0 
p IL,AUKEE ZIONIST RGENCY COUNCIL 

Y) 

RESOLUTION U I OUSLY ~.DOPTED B ~ T' ?,.IL •• OKEE ZIONIST El f RGE11CY C U1 CIL 
on Tuesd y, January 9, 1945 

w horeas the gnificent achievements of th erican Zionist er~ency 

Council ha.Ve been borted • nd halted b;, the unf ortun te di serision ;hich has 

risen in tle leadership of the ouncil, and since t e rimar obj ctive of the 

Council is the ~elf re of alestine, the il aukee Zionist Emer ency Council 

f eels it incumbent upon itself to express its alarm and condemn tin of the 

unfortunate situ1 tion :hich has arisen in the ranks of the Americ Zionist 

Emer ency Council . 

. e, of the loc~l Emer0 ency Council, under the 1 adership of Dr. bba Hillel 

Silver, ave been const ntly motivated nd stimulated in ur ction to reater 

and re tr effort in fulfillin 1 the mandates of th 

Council. I! DEPLORE THE :ANNER IN .HICII DR. SIL 

erican Zionist Emer ency 

AS DEPRIV D OF HIS AD SHIP 

AS CO-CHAI OF THE COUNCIL .Af D C ucrru T OF THE .... X.;JCUTIVE co HTTEE, D FEEL 

TH T HI ~BSENCE AS CO-CHAI S S!-IAKEN OUR CO FID CE IN I ROG 

OF THE AMER.IC 1 ZIONioT ll'EPJlEt CY COUNCIL. 

·:e vie w1 th apprehension and disfavor t..1'1 resent structure of the 

reorganized ricun Zionist Emer rency Council, e call for a fur r • 

re chin reorg· ization, llICH S:I L INCLUDE DR. SIL POSITION F 

LEADERSHIP. 

D 

r r­

CUTIVE 




