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NAL AND PRIVATE January 7, 1947

Mr, R, H, 8, Crossman, M, P,
Town End Farm

Radnege, High Vycombe, Bucks
England

Dear Crossman:

I hope that the special dispateh to the NEW YORK
TIMES under date of January 3 from London by Charles E,
Egan gives &an inacourate impression of your article in the
NEW STATESMAN AND NATION about the attitude of the American
delegntion 2t the recent Basle Conference,

I express this hone beonuged

1. Whatever "intransigency" may have been developed during
the past months by Jewigh leadership in this country or else-
where has been primarily the result of the feilure of His
Majesty's Government to carry out any of the recommenistions
of the Anglo-Aumerican Committee of Inquiry.

3, It ia & great mistske to mssume that a&ny single indive
idual in this country, Dr. Silver or anyone elsge, has mould-

ed Zionist opinion as expressed by the majority of the
American d elegntion at Basle, The hardening of that opinion
here was the outgrowth of the feeling that the Britieh record i
in and towards Palestine last May has been such that it would
be nalve to assume that mere reasonubleness will weigh with

the British authorities.

3, I do not understond what you could have meant if you
wrote that the "outlook, tactics and pollcy® of the United
States delegution wus more American than Jewish.

4., It would be quite unfeir to suggest, as the TIMES quotes
you in effeot as having said, that Americun Jewry has bscome
& pelf-asgertive power with a financial stranglehold on the
Zionist movement. It is my considered opinion, after &an
opportunity to discuss probleme of Palestine with American
Zionist and other Jewish lesders in nearly every section of
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My, Crossman - 3 = January 7, 1947

the ocuntry (as I have gone about @msking for the UJA and
other Jewigh groups), that no American Zlonist leader, no
megter how eloguent or able, could survive as & leader if he
tried to persusde American Zionists to use their financial
power to exercise & strenglehold on the Bddnist movement

or on the policies of the Jewish commnity in Palestine.

1 make no defense of Dr, Silver personally. He
is accustomed to epesk f or himself, and morsover, I have &
fixed rule not to enguge in the controverslal discussion of
Jowigh personulities. But were this net the case, I heve
so long been &n admirer of Dr, Weizman for whom I ¢heriash
& @deep personul affection, I would not wish even in &
persenal ledter such se this, to scem by inadvertence to be
unsympathetic to him,

I hope that when I have had & chance %o read your
piece as & whole that I will feel that there wes no need
write this letter at all, Nonetheless, I have written 1t
beosuse I am snxious that you should know the impression
which the TIMES report of your article made upon one of
your former colleajues - one who, a8 you know, admired your
courage and creative work on the Committee,

Cordisally yours,

Jameag G, McDonald
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T  MOSHE SHERTOK %CABLE*
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Place i o

THE DATE YOU WENTIONED IN YOUR CONV SRS xTIJN SO CLOSE TO DA”‘E OF FORumh MEETING

AS TO LEAD TO MISINTERPRETATION AND CONFUSION. I HAD HOPED THAT INFORMAL

DISCUSSIONS COULD BE HELD PRIOR TO ANNOUNCED DATE. IF NOT THEY SHOULD BE POSTPONED

TO LATER DATE WHEN THEY WOULD BE CLEARLY DISSOCIATED FROM THE ANNOUNCED CONFERENCE

~REG#RDS,—
SILVER
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(For reference only) number
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CABLES SENT SUNDAY MORNING, JANUARY 12, 1947 — 9 A.M.

CABLE SENT TO LOCKER BRODESTSKY GOLDMANN AND SHRAGAI
ZIONIBURO
LONDON ENGLAND

Press here carries report" Jews may join Palestine talks, and that Great
Britain will act as go between for Arab and Jewi h groups meeting separately
but simultaneously in Londoh. Despite Jewish boycott of Conference Britain will
carry back and forth Jewish and Arab proposals nd counter-proposals.”

This suggestéiﬁggncy is going to Conference through back door. This as you
know was clearly not the intention of Congress resolution. Infommal discussions

we e to pave way in hope of obtaining concessions which would change situation

and permit us to attend Conference. Strongly urge th t informal talks with

those of our people who are in London be carried on at once or should be

postponed until after Arab British Conference. ' Pleaseconsult my cable to

Shertok last Friday. Regards
Silver




CABLE SENT TO EMANUEL NEUMANN 10:40 A.M. - JANUARY 13, 1947

EMANUEL NEUMANN
HOF MARAN
AROSA SWITZERLAND

VA
RECEIVED BOTH YOUR CABLES. SENT YESTERDAY FOLLOWING CABLE BOTH TO LONDON AND

JERUS&KLEM QUOTE PRESS HERE CARRIES REPORT UOTE JEWS M.Y JOIN PALESTINE TALKS AND
THAT GREAT BRITAIN WILL ACT AS GO BETWEEN FOR 4RAB AND JEWISH GROUPS MEETING
SEPLRATELY BUT SIMULTANEOUSLY IN LONDON DESPITE JEJISH BOYCOTT OF CC NFERENCE BRITAIN
WILL CARRY BACK AND FORTH JEWISH AND ARAB PROPOSALS AND COUNTER i ROPO):LS\UU UOTE
THIS SUGGESTS THAT AGENCY IS GOING TO CONFERENCE THROUGH BACK DOOR. ’EHIS AS YOU

KNOW WAS CLEARLY NOT' THE INTENTION (F CONGRESS RESOLUTION. INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS WERE
TO PAVE WAY IN HOPE OF OBTAINING CONCESSIONS WHICH WOULD CHANGE SITUATION AND PERMIT
US TO ATTEND CONFERENCE. NEW ARRANGEMENT IS PERFECT FACE SAVING DEVICE FOR GOVERNMENT
AND DEFEAT FOR US. STRONGLY URGE THaT INFORMAL TALKS WLTH THOSE OF OUR PEOPLE

WHO ARE IN LONDON BE CARRIED ON AT ONCE OR SHOULD BE POSTPONED UNTIL AFTER ARAB
BRITISH CONFERENCE. PLE4SE CONVEY THIS MESS4GE TO OTHER MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE.
REGARDS UNQUOTE RECEIVED THIS MORNING FOLLOWING LETTER FROM BYRNES .UOTE REFERRING
TO OUR RECENT CONVERSATION I ADVISED AMBASSADOR INVERCHAPEL OF YOUR VIEWS AND

I{UNICATE THEM TO MR. BEVIN STOP I ASKED THE AMBASSADOR TO ADVISE

MR. BEVIN THAT I EARNESTLY HOPED THAT HE CQULD DO SOMETHING ALONG THE LINES OF YOUR

SECOND SUGGESTION IN ORDER TO MAKE IT {OSSIBLE FOR YOU AND YOUR ASSOCIATES TO ATTEND
N

THE CONFERENCE UNQUOTE THE SECOND SUGGESTION REFERS TO MOVING OF REFUGEES AND
MMEDIATE SENDING OF THREE OR FOUR BOATLOADS AS FIRST INSTALLMENT STOP ACTION
OF OUR PEOPLE IN LONDON TO AGREE TO INFORMAL CONVERSATIONS WILL PERSUADE BRITISH

GOVERNMENT THAT NO CONCESSIONS ARE NECESSARY REGARDS

ABBA
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< RADIOGRAM \"'/
RCA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

A SERVICE OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA
YO AL THE W ORLED Shmiwinare BETWEEN IMPORIANT U S CILTLHES T FO S HIPS AT SEA

RECEIVED AT 1112 CONNECTICUT AVE., WASHINGTON 6, D. C., AT STANDARD TIME
WC523 GB423/UL SRS146 LONDON 42 5 1130 Via RCA

ABBA HILLEL SILVER WILLARD HOTEL WASHINGTONDC 1947 FER 5 AW 10 04

iMPORTANT HEREAFTER THAT I BE FIRST RECEIVE DIRECT INFORMATION
FROM YOU STOP AS YOU PROBABLY KNOW HAVE DEFINITE BOOKING ELIZABETH
THIRTEENTH WOULD IMAGINE DESIRABLE CONFERENCE SHOULD HEAR REPORT
FROM ME AND ITS DATE SET ACCORDINGLY

AMANUEL

To secure prompt action on inquiries, this original RADIOGRAM should be presented at the office of
Teleph‘me: thlo“al, 2600 RCA COMMUNICATIONS, Inc. In telephone inquiries quote the number preceding the place of origin.
Form 112 WN 54—3
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AP News Dispatch = June 4, 1948

New York, June 4--(AP) - Industrialist Gererd Swope has de-
¢lined a British Covermment decoration, saying he is "without
respect" for Britain's policy on Palestine,

Swope declared yesterday that he had turned down an award
a8 an "Homorary Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the
British Empire.”

He said in a letter to British Ambassador Sir Oliver Franks
thet in the last year "in spite of the repeated recommendation
of several commissions of your own Government, of an American-
British commission, and then finally of the action of the
United Nations of a separate state in Palestine, the vacillating,
reprehensible and non-constructive attitude of your Government has
left me without respect for its position.”






