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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

f 4 . ,. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of American Zionist Emergency Council Date 

From Harry L. 5.i.½.api ro 

May 27, 1946 

Enclosed for your infor;nation is copy of a memorandum dated MEzy 23, 
sent with attac.i.11.me!lts to Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees. 

, 

HLS:SS 
En.cs. 
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AMERICAN ZIONl$T EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

• 3_.2 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date May 23, 1946 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The national eonference of local emergency committee ehainnen, held in 
Washington yesterday, arrived at far-reaching decisions. ~hich will determine 
the nature of our work for the coming critical weeks. As DrJ Abba Hillel 
Silver pointed out at the conference, the next month will be one of the 
most crucial ever faced by our people -- for the future of 100,000 dis
placed European Jews will be doeided by what takes place within that 
period. 

The British Government and our own State Department aro omplo~ing delaying 
tactics to frustrate President Truma:2.'s request that those lOOrOuO J'ows 
be ad□i tted to Pelostino immodiatoly. Tho t chnique of furthor ,. ~onsul t
ations" is being used, not only by the British, but also by tho ··ta-to 
Depa~'t!Ilent~ despite tho fact that Prosident Trumanrs s-tc.t0mei1.'t of 
April 30, 1946 mado it clear that tho Anglo-American Coromittoo of Inquiry's 
recomrJonda:tion with regard to 1001 000 Jows was not a subjoct for further 
study~ but should be acted upon at once. 

Tho difficult task facing us now can be simply statodt we must foreo 
the State Departm0nt to follow tho lino of policy laid dor,n by tho 
President-~ and not by paying lip service to tho Pr0sidont:s statomontc 
we must also move Presidont Truman to direct all Dopartmonts of tho 
United States Government to implemont tho action he roquostod. 

The attached press release on yostorday's meeting includes tho daelaration 
issued b7 the conference, which should govorn our activitios of the next 
four or five weeks. Please read that declaration curefull7 o.nd see to it 
that the members of 7our eommittoo are informed o; its contents. 

To carry out the line of action indicated abovo and b7 the conference's 
declaration, all of us must now join in an unprecedented program of mass 
activity. It cannot bo omphnsized too strongly that th0 ucti_y1~i..£§ 
!,aunehed bY: 1.119.-!~.un Zionist IDm_e:rgenc:y_ Couneil duri~ tho _goming wooka 
must be duplicated !n the local Jewish communities of America~ 

Following are a number of suggestions for a program of action which wo urge 
your eommittoe to ini~iato immodiatel71 

1~ On June 12th~ there will be a me,ss demonstration at Madison Square 
Garden, New York City, to demand that tho 100,000 displaoed Jews be moved 
to Palestine immediately. We urgo you to organizo similar rallies in 
your own community during the weok of Juno 10th, or as close to that period 
as possible. You will undorste.nd, of courso, thnt this office is in no 
position to supply every community with speakers. Howevor, we will assist 
you in evory way possible. We rocommond that your spokesmen at thoso 
meetings bo prominont local Christian and Jewish loadors. 
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2. A steady stream of lettors and tolograms must pour in on the 
President and tho Department of Ste.to. Please mobilizo your entire 
community for this effort. 

Letters to tho Presidont shouid urge that ho stand firm on his 
call for the immediate transfer of 100,000 Jows to Palostino, and insist 
that his policy be carried out by the State Department. Tho President 
should also be told that tho Noar East Division of tho State Department 
is following a line of action.which nullifies his humanitarian stand, 
It should be pointed out that, on tho basis of pa.st porformanco, we have 
every reason to fear that tho Noa.r East Division -- particula.rly its head, 
Loy Hendorson -- is sabotaginc the Prosidont's roquost. 

Letters to Socrotary of Stnto Byrnes should also inoludo this 
latter point. Tho Seerotary of Stato should bo asked to insist that his 
Dopa.rtmont cn.rry out tho Prosidont' s policy at on.co. It should bo stressed 
that further procra.stino.tion cannot bo tolcratod, thut tho si tuntion of 
the Jows in tho DP camps is such that additional doluy may produce a 
oa.tastrophe. 

3, Loea.1 londors of both tho Democratic and Republican Pa.rtios should 
b0 urg0d to bring this pressing problem to tho attontion of thoir Stato 
and National Chairmen, nnd to request the latter to take action in tho 
present situation in conformity with the pledges mo.do by both political 
parties at their last national conventions. 

4. Every effort must be made to obtain tho cooporntion of your local 
newspapers and ro.dio stations during the coming weoks, so thut the citizens 
of your city may be made aware of all thu facts. By rocoiving complete 
information they will be prepared to join in the domand that Jous who 
still languish in ooncontration eamps be given the irnnodiate opportunity 
to rebuild their lives in Pnlestin0. 

6. Both Christion ~inisters and rabbis should be urged to preach on 
this subject repeatedly. 

s. You r;ill shortly reeoivo from us copy for o.n a.dvortis0ment. As 
soon as you receive this material, ploo.se to.ko stops to obtain tho 
signatures of loo.ding Christians of your community fl,nd then insert tho 
text, together ,.vi th the signatures, in your local nowspo.por o.s a. paid 
advertisom0nt. 

7. Pleaso try to securo as many resolutions ns possiblo on this 
subject. All types of organizations should bo approached-~ lubor groups, 
church organizations, sorvice clubs, otc. All should be asked to s0nd 
copies of their resolutions to the President and to tho Sta.to Department. 

- - - - ...... 
We urge you to koep us fully informed of all steps taken in your comounitr 
to carry out the above program. 

- - - - - .. -
At yesterday's meeting in Washington, there were o. number of calls for 
comment on Prime Minister Attlee's request for Amorican milito.ry aid as 
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a pre-requisite to tho.fulfillment of the Joint Comnittoo•s rceonraend~tion 
with rego.rd to tho 100,000 displaced Jews. Many of thoso present in 
Wo.shington pointed out thnt members of Congress and othors had boon s0ek
ing informntion on this catter. ~e nre, therefore, attnching a brief 
analysis of Prime Hinister Attloe 's sto.teoont, which tre trust 7ou uill 
find helpful in suppl7ing colders of public opinion :,1th inf oroa.tion. 

------
Please romenbor that the very livos of thouso.nds of Jous dopend on our 
willingness to work tirelessly during tho coraing weeks along tho lines 
indicnted above. The tnsk before us is enoroous nnd tho obstaclos 
numerous, but let it not be said thnt th0ro were things wo eight havo 
done tho.t WO did not do. 

Regards. 

HLSaHK 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
--:~ 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emereency Committees Date June 3, 1946 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Our fight a,gainst the State Department 1 ~ delaying tactics with regard to 
the recommendation that lC0,000 Jews be admitted into Pal~s tine immediately 
is now under wuy. We are conf:ldent that we can depend ur,on you to curr.1 
out the suggestions contained in this memorandum, and subse~uent corr:munic2:r
tions, 4uickly and effectively. 

As you have already been infonned, the Office of Near Eastornand African 
Affairs of our State Department.,._ whose experts supply the leaders of our 
Government with ttinformu.tion" about the Palestine si tnation -- f~lloHs the 
British line closely, and is currently attempting to delay action on the 
matter of the 100,0CO displaced Jews by· employing the ·technig_ue of further 
11 consul tati ons. 11 

. 
If we join in a. really vigorous effort, we may be ablt!! to bring about 
drastic changes in the Near Eastern Office. In any case we must make it 
clear to the President that implcmentatio~ of the action he called for is 
being blocked by men in his own State Departn ent -- and we must also indi
cate tho.t the State Department I s maneuvers are kno\om. and understood by 
large numbers of Americans, 

Will you, therefore. lose ~o time in having postcards addressed to the 
President printed, distributed, and signed by citizens of your community, 
both Jews and non-Jews. Try to have as many of these postcards as possible 
sent to the White House quickly. ![~~-the .attache~ copx__as th~ .. text of the 
~s~. to the President which w~ll -~~t...Q!l. _the J)Os~cerds~ 

Regards, 

HLS:MMH 
Enc. 



l>OSTCARD TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN 

Address (on face of card) 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Message (on reverse side) 

Dear .fr. President i 

I am one of countless numbers of Americans who urge that 
100,000 displaced European Je\lrn be admitted into Palestine 
immediately, as you requested and as the Anglo-American Com
mittee of Inquiry reccmrnended. I am shocked by the behavior 
of the u. s. Department of State• \•rhich is employing the 
delaying tactics of the British Government. 

It would seem that the present Office of Near Eastern 
and African AffaiTs of our State Department has sought to 
frustrate e-very effort to o:pen the doors of Palestine to the 
suffering Jewish people. It has acted in opposition to the 
wishes of the American people, as expressed in t\lo resolutions 
of the Congress of the United States. 

I urge you, Mr. President, to end this lamentable situar 
tion by toking all the necessary oteps to insure that the 
Office of Near Eastern and African Affairs of the State 
Department will hereafter carry out the policy on Palestine 
enunciated by you and by Congress. 

Respectfully yours, 

N ain e. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•.•. Add res s. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . • . . • 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date July 23, 1946 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Attached is a copy of a letter just received from Hr. Harold Goldenberg 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota, who is now in Palestine. Mr. Goldenberg 
gives a graphic description of the :British military attack on the Yishuv. 
I tho~t you would like to have this eye witness account by an American. 

Regards. 

BLS:EX 
Enc. 
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July 1, 1946 

We left Haifa on June 27th, by taxi to Tel Aviv and then to Jerusalem. Thi n was 
to be our first quick look at the country. I sat with the driver, a Genna.~ refugee 
of thirteen years standing, With great pride and alternate scorn, he pointed out 
every st one, blade of grass and tree on the wa;r to Tel Aviv. We quickly learned to 
dlstingu.ish between an Arab farm or village and Jewish fn.rms and Kibbutzim. Wherever 
there are trees or greeness or thriving fields it is Je,'li sh -- where the houses are 
white, colorful, orderly, it is Jewish. 111hero the land looks nitmardly and the 
techniques ancient, it is Arabic -- where is is clean, it is Je,·rish -- ,mere it is 
dirty and 3melly it is Arabic. From a distance of many ld.lometers, even I can dis
tinquish Jewish from Arabic land. I can understand now why the members of the 
Anglo-.American Commission, and indeed, any stranger to the countr;r, would think 
that the Jews had taken all the good land and left the barren and sterile to the 
Arabs. But the contrast is even more striking as one passes the sand dunes that 
as yet remain uncultivated, and these areas adjoin immediately some of the flourish
ing Kibbutzim. If anything ever looked like desert wastes, thoGe sand dunes do. 
It is unbelievable that the thriving farms and cities, a generation aco \'/Oro the 
sa.iie sand dunes. 

Though we didn 1t get into any Kibbutzim on this trip, it ,-,as a good introduction 
to precent d~ Palestine. The issues were clearly to be seen. Though h0\·1 nnyone 
can see them and not S:JY II If any people want this land as badly as the Jews do and. 
can uork such wonders with it - for God's sake, give it to them and b e glad they 
took it, 11 is something I shall never understand. 

Our drive to Tel Aviv was along the sea all the way, and for a g0od part of the Uf1Y 
we had the mountains on the left -- so barren - and the flat lnnd and sea on our 
right. I don 1t recall all the places \'re passed -- but the most significant were 
Athli t (now famous as a detention C€Jnp), Zichoron, Yaakov (one of the great wine 
centera), Nathanya (diamond center), Ain Hashofet (American Kibbutz) nnd Pctach 
Tikvah (one of the old villages of Palestine). 

From the point of view of current history, the most significant item of our trip 
was the :British mill tary strength as we saw it. The finest building~ bet\·10en Haifa 
and Tel Aviv, are the police and military stutims (one every twelve kilometers -
that's about seven miles). The quantity of barbed wire surrounding these buildings 
would make you gasp. The number of military camps, the quantities of vehicles of 
all descriptions made one believe that a major battle of World War II was a~out to 
be held here. And on the road, convoy after convoy of jeeps, tanks, cars - the 
complete accoutrement of war maneuvers. :By this time you will have read why, for 
they were preparing for June 29, 1946 -- which will be a long remembered day in 
Palestine. I will deal with it a little later. 

We were in Tel Aviv only long enough to change taxis and start for Jerusalem. The 
ride to Jerusalem was a different kind of a ride. We sat in the back of the car and. 
just looked at the passing scenery. Except for the first few miles •.-1hich \·Jere flat 
Arab land and where ve saw the most primitive kind of farming and ancient bedraggled 
Arab villages, the land is very hilly and very, very stony -- posi ti v0ly barren. If 
anybody con do anything with that land, that will be a miracle. I'm ~ure that there 
were points of biblical interest that we passed, but since there \·ras none to expl ain 
them to us, we shall have to wait for another such trip. We finally climed the 
h}lls that are JerusnJ.em and were soon at our hotel. The whole trip took ubout 
32 hours - two hours from Haifa to Tel Aviv -- one hour and 20 minutes from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem. 
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June 29, 1946 DER TAG! 

On the night of June 28, 1946 I got into bed about 12: 30 and started to read a 
mystery story which was quite engrossing. It ,-ms nearly 4:00 A. M. wh en I l ooked 
up :is I heard the whine of an army truck going uphill. About three blocks awey 
from the Eden Hotel is the Jewish Agency :Building - a beautiful structure. A 
short time ago, there had been discovered a highly secret document of t he Pal estine 
Government which had outlined the steps to be taken in at t empt to smu"'h th e 
Hagunah, arrest Jewish leaders in Palestine, tie up the Agency wi th Haganah, take 
over the At;ency, etc. Knowing all this, as so on as I heard the sound of t ho Army 
truck, I went to the window of our room that faces the Agency Buildi ng - and 
there I saw scores of tanks, jeeps, trucks, and tractors and hundrefls of nol c.liers 
eot t ing off the vehicles. Some were walkipg toward the Agency Bui.lding -- ~ome 
,·:tJ ro surround~ng apartment houses near by -- some were setting up machine gunn on 
every corner ,__ later there was a great profusion of barbed wire blockini~ off ono 
street and another. We both stood at the window of our darkened room for about 
an h our, half expecting to see and hear an explosion - but none cume. A cu;few 
had. been imposed on eV61"'✓ Jewish part of Palestine -- there was no road traffic 
permit t ed between any two points. Although in the Nablus-Jenin area (Ar~b) ther e 
were no restrictions of any kind -- nor in Jaffa. 

A mili~?r;y operation worthy of the finest effort against Gennany had been undc:r
taken - with speed, secrecy, and great military force. 

We were presumably confined to our hotel and were not to walk around the streets. 
Two waiters at the hotel had half stepped out of the front door -- were arre st ed 
and confined to jail all d~ -- and then paid a fine of 5 Piastres (20¢). We 
learned that searches were going on in m.~ny parts of the country. Of courne . only 
in J ewish settlements. The Agency Building had been ontercd - document s, files, 
papers, had been taken from the Agency Building for quiet examinati on ~ornowhere 
else . Nothing had been f°orccd open there -- they got the keys from a c.1.rotakcr -
but in the beautiful panelled room of the Executive, the walls wer e t orn 0Don. 
In Tel Aviv tho Wizo Building and tho l3ank Hapoel had been forcibly entered by 
dynamite and I understand the Wizo Building is in shambles. In the va rious settle
ments there was only a passive resistance, Today the report s are cominr, out that 
in many cases - the soldiers acted as vandals - looting the set t lement::; of 
watches, pens, money, etc. In some KibbUtzim they tore up trees and gardens while 
pre~umably looking for arma. All told they found enough anns to wi thst o.nd a half 
dozen young kids armed with sling-shots. 

The first day they arrested about 1,000 people all over the countrJ -- the most 
notable being, Shertok, Bernard Joseph, Rabbi Fischman and Itzchak Gruenbunm -
all memb ers of the Executive of the Agency. The incident with Rabbi Fi schrn:in ~•w,r. 
disgraceful. He's a very religious Jew and they forced him to ride to Let r un -
the int ernment camp. He wanted to walk, al though he I s rui old and not too tvcll 
man, r£1.ther than ride on Shabbot -- but they wouldn't permit it. The re r.;cmt ment 
against this was great, but the Yishuv acted with great and admirable restraint. 
Las t night the Voice of Israel had a short broadcast asking ever3one to r emain at 
his post -- but to be calm and restrained. 

Aoout three P. M. of the 29th, Mark Shulman and I -- he is a 20 yea:r old son of 
the late Heman Shulman, who is here with his mother -- entered the streets armed 
with .American passports. We observed what was taking place very carefull y, the 
soldiers, the militarJ equipment, the barricades, how much military miF)lt partici
pate in the operation, etc. We shall be able to report this when we return to 
America. 
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When we returned to the hotel Weizman was in the building conferring with a few of 
his associates who had not been arrested. This was n.fter his intervie ·1 with the 
High Commissioner. That interview was brief. Weizmann asked for the release ( -:' 
his fell0\o1 members of the Executive -- that was denied. He asked for the ri ~h~ 
to phone :Ben Gurion in London -- that wn.s also denied. He~ asked to form a 
new Executive and he told the High Commissioner that that was the concern of tho 
Jews of the world and none of the High Commissloner1 s businuss -- the intc:rview 
was over. Weizmann looked quite tired -- he hasn 1t been well. In fact, he wns 
supposed to preside at a meeting of the Vaad Leumi and Vaad Hapoel tod.:zy but 
doctors orders even prevented his being ~resent. There are now about 2,000 ~eople 
arrested. At the moment, there is a deadloak. Searches are still going on in 
the Kibbutzim -- about 50 already have been searched - Ourfew is lifted eveIJ1where 
but around the Agency Building and the Haifa-Jerusalem road. 

The Jews of Palestine are united more than ever - internal differences have been 
com~letely forgotten -- they are as one man on foreign policy - and they are con
ducting themselves as intelligent, disciplined people. And all this without rmy 
orders or directions. It has been obviously impossible for any leadership to tell 
the whole country how to behave, b\1t the Yishuv is raging mad at the :British 
violation. of the Jewish Sabbath, the looting, the wanton destruction of buildings 
and settlement property, etc. The young Je,-,s here will be hard to restrain unless 
something good comes soon. After 30 years of obstacles and broken promises they 
are ready for a showdown, no mo.tter at t·1hat co st, and they are certain of success. 
Their morale, their confidence, their wilJ.ingness to be (as one boy pit it) the 
11 Kapores 11 for tho rest of Jewry ts heart-warming. They are courageous and ~~ey 
know tho risks and costs. They arc more than worthy to inherit this Earth -- but 
they are not MEEKl 

It is significant that with all this turmoil, life goes on -- work and building go 
on -- it would not be hard to fail to see the underlying tension and concern and 
faith in the future. Todny the streets look the same as on June 28th - ~1cople 
conducting business as usual -- but one peek beneath the surface and you see the 
will and courage and vision of a great people. 

We of course, are as safe, as well, as though we were at home. There is no fee] ·i.nr 
of fear or personal danger at all. In fact, we feel that the presence of ~ ~ few 
American Jews here is a good thing. For, I am sure that all Jewry is uni ted with 
the Yishuv and our presence here may convey that feeling to the Palestinians. 

July 2, 1946 

Ya.gur, one of the oldest and biggest Kibbutzim was demolished.. Today tho dc toJ.ls 
a1·e more clear, It is true that quantities of arms and ammunition were discovered 
there. :But - the great- to-do about it would be laughable were it not for the 
ID[:tnner of the soarch. It is no secret -- it never ,.,as a secret that there wore 
quantities of arms nnd ammunition in P~lostine. No one ever denied it - no one 
ever said there was no Haganah. As a matter of fa.ct the Haganah and its supplies 
were used by the :British to a great and useful extent during tho War. The arms, 
etc., were suvplied by the :British. The Palmach was set up at the specific 
instructions of the :Sri tish. It was trained by :British Officers and trc1ined well. 
And, later when the Yishuv found that it would not be properly protected by the 
Palestine Government, it made no secret of the fact that it had arms and men of 
its own thnt would defend it. It is to the credit of the stupidity of the British 
that it hac taken so long to find any arms, and to their everlasting shame for 
the mrumer of the search. 
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In Yaeur trees were uprooted, gardens overturned, a beautiful costly dininu room 
dynamited, a school building demolished, practically all thos e who worked. the 
fields and cared for the livestock arrested, the water supply has been cutt and 
almost half of the vineyard area has been ploughed up by tanks and other vehicles. 
Tod3y the military wanted to remove the children and livestock from Yagur because 
since 1 t intends to spend three days more there it seys it wants no ho.rm to come to 
the women, children and livestock -- and even suggested that Jews conduct the 
evacuation. Need I tell you of the complete und utter refusal with which this was 
met! . No Jew in Palestine will participate in the abandonment of any sottlemont. 

Take the matter of the talcing over the Agency Building and the arrest of members • 
of the Executive of the Jei.•rish Agency. 'I'he Agency is a legally constituted, intel'-
nationally reocgni zed body that is a co-trustee with the mandatory power over the 
Jewish af'foirs of Palestine. The action of one co-,trustoe in such an opera tion is 
insolent, high- handed and greatly reminiscent of Hitler1 s tactics. ThG Government 
made a great statement to the effect that tho solutions to the problems of Palestine 
cminot be solved by the use of force on the po.rt of the Arabs or Jews. Apparently, 
that is the preroga.ti ve of the British Government. Tho detention of tho members of 
the Executive without a warrnnt, without a shred of evidence of violence, and with 
a complete di srcgard of tho Sabbath, particularly in the case of ?2 year old Ra~bi 
Fischman is unpardonable. The statement that the "way to negotiations is still 
open" is also insolent. With whom will they negotiate? Does His Majesty•~ Govern
ment intend to conduct these negotiations at the Letrun detention cDlllp, the present 
address of four of the members of the Executive? 

The lies, the insults, the utter disregard for anything decent are mo.dclening. The 
Commissioner issued a statement that Washington had been infonned of the se opera
tions ten day~ before they took place. This morning four of us, Meyer Weisgal, 
Mrs. Herman Shulman, Charles Rosenbloom and I visited the American Consul here, 
Mr. Pinkerton. He read us a cable signed by Dean Acheson to the effect that no 
American in the State or Executive Department was advised of these o:peratj_ ons until 
Saturday morning - Jun,e 29, 1946 -- and the operations startEd at 4: 00 A. M. of . • 
that day! Typical Eritish Foreign Office o.ctionJ Perfidious Albion! 

The British are using as an excuse for these operations, the terroristic activities 
against the Governrnent, and yet for over two weeks there has not been one single 
such act in Palestine. And where these acts did occur wore they committed by the 
Je\•rish Agency, by Wi zo, with their diapers ano. safety :pins for babies, by the :Sank 
Hapoel, by the Histadruth? All the factors that made it possible for this country 
to i.,:in the battle of the Middle East. Did the president of the Vaad Leumi prescribe 
violent action? Are 72 year old Rabbi Fischman and 60 odd year old Itzchak 
Gruenbaum the vicious terrorists that must be arrested and incarcerated ,.ri thout 
warning or warrant - and forced to violate the Sabbath? 

It looks from here that His Majesty's Government is tcy-ing to do by indirection 
what it couldn 1t do through the Anglo-American Commission. It tried to hoodwink 
the American members into believing that the Agency and Haganah. were the real sore 
spots and trouble-makers here, but the American members refused to be hoodwinked -
and now His Maj esty's Government is trying to circumvent the Commission's report. 
In doing so, it finds it necessary to follow the :pattern set by the Nazis. 

The loot~ngs and thefts of the soldiers who conducted the sea_rch is well-lmwon here 
and wide-spread. Money, watches, fountain pens, typewriters - anything easily 
removable. The over turned tables, broken chairs, damaged furnishings and 11anto11 
destruction of property are mute evidence of the vandalism that accompanied the 
search. And in Rehovoth the walls and sidewalks were chalk-written "Juden Verrickt." 
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Through all of this the Yishuv is united as never before. No longer do internal 
political d.ifferepces make themselves felt. Mapai, Hashomer, Hatzair, Hi zrachi 
all party names - have no significance now. The Jewish Agency, tleizmann, dis
cipline, order, have the undivided support of the Jews of Palestine. Their r&!it 
straint and dignity in the face of wantonness and indignities are remarkable. :But 
if no good comes from any of this, I fear reaction -- and it may well be violent 
reaction. You can 1t do these things to a proud, courageous and dignified co~Jnunity 
nnd have your dastardly actions go by unnoticed. 

One finnl note -- the official communique toda.,v states that only at Yagur was a 
serious search made for anns. etc. That is a lie as 50 other settlements con 
testify. It seems to be a threat indicating what will be done to the rest of tho 
country, if the Hagunah and Agonoy don't comply with the wishes of the military. 
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AtvitlUCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date July 23, 1946 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The bombing of the King David Hotel in Jerusalem yesterday has shocked us 
all• Today the Haganah, the Resistance Movement of Palestine, disclaimed 
any responsibility for this outrage; and at the same time, the small Irgun 
Zvai Leumi announced that it acce~ts responsibility for the bombing. 

The Jewish Agency issued the following statement on the incident yesterday: 

"The executive of the Jewish Agency and of the Jewish 
National Council express their horror at the dastardly 
crime perpetrated by a gang of desperadoes ~o toda¥ 
attacked government offices in Jerusalem and shed the 
innocent blood of government officers and other citizens, 
:British, Jewish and Arab. 

"They extend their deepest sympathy to the relatives of 
those who have been murdered and those who have been in
jured. The Yishuv (Jewish community in Palestine) is 
called upon to rise up against these abominable outrages." 

We join the Jewish Agency in expressing our ·condemnation of this dastardly 
act. At the same time, I want to call your attention to the fact that the 
:British failed to express the same sense of grief and outrage over the 
crimes :perpetrated by their troops in Palestine and over the murder of 
peaceful Jewish settlers in Nazi-like attacks by the British Army. • 

I am attaching an editorial on the subject which appeared in tod~•s 
New York Post. 

RLS:MRW 
Enc. 



EDITORIAL RP.PIUNTE!) DOM NEW YOIUC POST 

TUESDAY, JULY 23, 1946 

TERROR IN PALESTINE 

nie Post has always deplored terrorism in Palestine. The throwing of a 
bomb. the burst of gunfire from a passing car, solves no problems. The extennina,. 
tion of a few men leaves the real source of the evil policy they execute, untouched.. 
It goes on, using new men and new instruments, and the fight becomes even more 
relentless. brutal and difficult of sensible settlement. 

When Lord Moyne, one of the principal exe cu.tors of the infamous White Paper 
of 1939 fell victim to Jewish terrorist bullets. we said• 11 The conduct of political 
affairs by murder is as reprehensible when practiced by two young idealistic 
Hebrews as when it is practiced by :British officials who turn Jews back from 
Palestine's doors to Hitler•s Gestapo." 

We repeat that sentiment. Over 90 people were killed yesterday when 
Jerusalem's King David Hotel which houses the headquarters of the British Army 
and the Secretariat of the Palestine Government was blown up. 

Thet was a typical terrorist act. And like all large-scale terrorist acts 
it struck indiscriminately, at friend as well as foe. It cut down one of our 
correspondents, Richard Mowrer, who had been doing a splendid, objective job of 
reporting the Palestine story and 1 ts background. 

A Friend Lies Wounded 

Without sympathizing with the Jewish terrorists, Mowrer had written intelli
gently and understandingly of the causes of their outburst. Now he lien wounded, 
The terrorists did not intend this, It is another illustration, however, of the 
blindness of their methods, 

Yet while we neither excuse nor condone terrorism, it is important that the 
atmosphere which prompts such hysterical acts be \mderstood, 

It is a fact that when Y® leave no other course open, you get precisely 
such acts as the bombing of the ting David Hotel as the result. As Uowrer put it 
in a recent dispatch, as doubtless he would repeat even now, were he able.- "terrol'
ism in Palestine is a symbol of despair." It is the fruit of :British policy in 
the mandate. 

A.Mowrer dispatch from Jerusalem on July 9th explained it brilliantly: 
nFascist-minded Arab leaders are pennitted to return from German.v. and from exile, 
but Jewish survivors of Hitler's gas chambers are still in barbed-wire oe.mps in 
Gennany •.• There is no habeas corpus in Palestine. Any policeman, any Britis!
solider .•. can arrest you on mere suspicion ••• if you give shelter to your 
own mother knowing she is an illegal immigrant, you are liable to eight yearr· 1 

imprisonment • . 11 

Is it any wonder that in their rage and despair, betr~ed and embittered 
men strike out blindly? 
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Jt Ha1mened in I rel and 

A quarto~century ago, another :people in another part of the world, faci ·1t : 

very much the same problem, resorted to the same sort of terrorism. Petitions ;;nd 

recitals of broken pledges having failed, the people of Ireland finally enlisted 

in the Sinn Fein and for the next few years the green isle was drenched in blood . 

and shattered by explosions. The acts of terrorism were equally deploraple then -

Ireland might well have secured her freedom without Sinn Fein outbreaks - but 

they were equally inevitable, 

For Britain in 1920,.21 gave the Irish no other course. As today she leaves 

the Jews of Palestine little alternative to similar blind acts of despair. 

The Yicious cycle must be broken at some point. For just as the hopes and 

aspirations of men will not be quenched by British repression, so Jewi~h terrorists 

will not prevail through bombs. 

We return again to what The Post said editorially on the occasion of the 

Moyne assassination, "There never would have been a terrorist band in the first 

place if the British had not deliberately abandoned the democratic process i n 

their dealings with Palestine. 11 

For the real criminal that blew up the King David Hotel yesterday is a 

policy that has left the Jews of Palestine with no hope and no f aith in the 

ordine.ry, normal ways of gaining justice. That policy must be changed. 



A~RICAN" ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

3,.2 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

. A 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Members of .American Zionist Fmergeney Cou.YJ.cil Date July 26, 1946 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed you will find memorandum wi. th attachments sent toda,- to 
the Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees. 

HLS:LD 
En.cs. 



AMf:.rLAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

3~ MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

F,·om 

MEMORANDUM 

Date 
Chairmen of Local mergency Committees July 26. 1946 

Harry L. Shapiro 

Late this afternoon, I sent you the following telegram: 

"CLEAPiiY EVIDENT NOW THAT .ANGtO-Ai-IERIC.AN CABINET COMMITTEE REPORT 

BEDUCES JEWISH PALESTIUE TO GEETTO GIVING BRITAIN TIGHTER CONTROL THA.l'q' EVER 

INCLUDIEG IMMIGRATION PLUS FINAL AUTHORITY OVER .ALL ACTION BY JEWISH CO?,MUNITY • 

HENRY F. GRJJ)Y, REPRESENTING STATE DEPARTMENT IN CABINET COMMITTEE SAYS, 

ACCORDIHG TO NE1·1 YORK TIMES TODAY, HE IS PLEASED WITH REPORT .AND BECOI~U,iEN'l)S 

IT TO \MERICAN GOVES: i1ENT. NEVER :BEFOBE HAV!D WE OR YISHUV :SEEN FACED WITH 

MOR..~ CALAMITOUS POS~I3!L:~IES TO .ALL OUR HOPES, ASPIRATIOWS AND FUrURE AS A 

PE:-iFLE. DESP!TE RBJCEY'.i' 'i'~EGRAM CAMPAIGNS, HOT WEATHER, ETC. IT IS IMPERATIVE 

THAT YOUR PEOPLE, ~~ i.18 AND NON-•JEWS INSTITUTE AN n r.:tLIA .. E TELEGRAM 13.A..~GE 

ON ·TRITE HOUSE DEMA..:JD!NG I~ NO WCERTAili TERl ~S THAT .ADMIUI STRAT!ON KEEl' ITS 

WRITTE!.T AND OR~L PL}!DGES' TO THE JEiHSH PEOE'~ . THAT IT FJLLOW :?O~ICY OF 

GOVE~ UEHT AS ENUNCI A.TED BY PRESIDENT ON .ANl;OtdCI1.fF. .T :REPORT OF AWGLO-.AM.ERICAN 

COUMIT11EE. ADOPTIOU NOi'l OF CABil:"ST COHI-1JT~B;J F.EPOI'LT MEANS THAT THE 100,000 

·JOULD HOT BE ADMITTED INTO P.ALE&TINE UNLES'5 A:m UHTIL JE't'JS ACCTIPT POLITICiuJ 

DECISIONS .ARRIVED AT BY C.A:BH!ET CO ··I ITT:ill.r} :•mrcu A.RE TOTl~LLY m. CCEPT LE. 

PLEASE RA 'VE .l.J..iL LEA:DERS i3EGIN TE~El'HOJ!E C.P._.:F-L:: (}i~ O ALL COlH::iT::T.1JE1 TS AND 

FRI:illt.0S TO BRING A:BCUT U~t2RECEDEMTED WIRE :2P.81EST TO THE PRE~'IDEHT • ALSO NEC ES-

II AtSO .. ruv~HG::TI ]1CR p _GJSS COl F'EREI! GE LFJilln G JEWS AND ON-JE ·TS y UR CITY 

FOR Tu.&Sl1AY OR t~J::J.3:).:~Y,, JULY 30th OR 31st AS RI s:s FOR 1:'U .!./[~I Y .A! D 

.ADDI~I O~,i.AL TE.S:&J:L\!1!S, SIDJDING YOU BACKGROUND MATFRiiUJ FOR PRZSS STJ\TllIBNT 
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AT CONFERENCE 1-THICH INCLUDES NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT OF PROPOSED FEDERALIZATION PLAN, 

PLUS STATEMENT OF EMERGEN'CY COUNCIL PiEACTING TO PLAN. 

'"IF WE ABE TO HELP YISHUV EFFECTIVELY WE MUST T.A.KE HEROIC MEASURES. 

REGARDS." 
HARRY L. SHAPIRO 

Attached are two items: 

1) trews i terns from the Mew York Times ~-.rhich describes the proposed 11 federaliza

tion" of Palestine by tho Anglo-American Cabinet Committee. 

2) A statement issued today by the American Zionist IDnetgency Council. 

After reading these I don't believe it is necessary that I make any personal 

comment on the present political situation, but I urc;e you to comply ,,,i th the 

suggestions contained in the above telegram.. The statement which you should 

is ::: ue to your local press conference should be similar to the one proposed by 

the Emergency Council or, if you \·rish, you may issue the attached statement 

in your name. Also include in your Gtatement a plea to the citizens of your 

community to ·wire the President in accordance with the line indicn.ted above. 

The suggestion which refers to local democratic :political leaders is most 

important. Please carry out this assignment as thoroughly as possible. 

It will interest you to know that Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, instead of going to 

the Executive CoOT!littee meeting of the Jewish Agency in Paris, is now in 

Washintton bringing to bear every influence at his ccmrnand in order to over

come this present unfavorable s1 tuation. Whatever telegrams may be sent to 

the President by your community will greatly aid him in his task. 

Regards. 

ELs:1.na 
Encs. 

• 
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UEWS ITE! FROM liTEi· YORK TIMES 
Fri day, July 26, 1946 

DIVIDED PALESTINE IS URGED ::SY ANGLO-U. s. 0Al3I1'TET BODY, 

DELAYING ENTRY OF 100,000 

_____ ....,.. __ 

PARTITION SOUGHT 

-------...... 

ZIONISTS WOULD 'GET 1,500 SQ,UARE HILES UNDER TIGHT FEDERAL R'ULE 

-------....... 

GlaDY FAVORS P:a~OSAL 

:BOTH SIDES ~'TILL BE CONSULT:EID -- IMMIGRATION MAY DEPEND ON APPROVAL OF PLAN 

_____ ..., ___ 

By Michael L. Hoffman 

London. July 25 - A so-called federalist constitution for Palestine is 
recommended to the Anerican and ~rltish Governments in the report of the Anglo
.American Cabinet Committee studying the problem, it was learned toda;,. 

The proposed constitution uould vest strong powers in a British-cont rolled 
central government, leaving very little autonomy to the separate Arn.band Zicnist 
provinces. The report also proposed that the admission of 100,000 ho:i1eless 
European Jews to Palestine, urged ten months ago by President Truman and recom
mended as an immediate step by the Anglo-American Cor.imittee of In~uiry on Pales
tine, be made conditional on the adoption of the federalization proposal . 

The exact wording of the recommendation presented to Hr. Truman on tho 
admittance of the 100,0CO new immigrants is that tho plan is "to be initiated 
imriodiately it is decided to put the constitutional proposals into effect . " This 
is the real meaning of the statenents of the British early in tho Lendon dis
cussion to the effect that they a.greed on the admission of the recommended number 
of no 1 immigrants. 

Arab States to Confer 

It ~dll not be decided whether to put the proposals into effect until after 
the conference of the Arab League States in London, for which the British Govern
ment issued invitations today. Tho date will be sorJetime before September 23, 
the tentative date of the next meeting of the United Mations I Generol As~embly. 
Though it is fairly obvious in advruice what the Arabs I reaction will be, their 
views \fill be sought on the whole plnn, including the entry of 1001000 Jews . 

The plan calls for dividing Palestine into Zionist , Arab and central-govern,:_ 
r.ient districts. The central government would directly control Jerusalem, :Bethle
hem and their environs, and the region known as Negev, south of Beershoba. 
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The Zionist di strict would include about two-thirds of the so 1thcrn coast.:~l 
Plain of Sharon, except Jaffa, the Plmn Esdraelon, the Valley of J ezrecl and 
eastern Galilee north of Eeisan. The re~t of Palestine ,,ionld be A1~[\b. 

1,500 Square Milos for Jews 

The Zionist district would include 1,500 sq_uarc miles, compared wi~h the 
2,600 recommended by the Peol Report proposing pa:-tition in 1936 Dnd tho :s ,ooo 
in the area constituting Pale stine when it was originally promised as a Jewish 
11 nati onal home. 11 

The most striking usp0ct of the proposals is he degree of pouor to be loft 
in the hands of the central government, ,~rhich, contrary to advanced r cp" rt s , is 
fo.r greater than the British have proposed in the case of Indi o.. Under +,he plan 
the British would control defense, foreir,n relations , the police, J>ri'"'orn, the 
courts , railway a"'ld port facilities in Haifa, the post-office, the telcrhone and 
telegraph systems, customs, excise taxes, civil aviation, broadcasting end antiqui
ties. They would also retain finn.l authority over immigration, but the provincial 
gov ernments would have the right of appeal to the United Ma.tions I Trustees.hip 
Council. 

The provinces would have their own assemblies but the central governr.ie~1t 
would appoint speakers without whose approval no bill could become la~.-,. 1.rhe 
executive authority in the provinces would be vested in councils of ninister,.. 
appointed by the :British High Comr.iissioner. He would. have emergency power t o 
supercede a provincial government in whole or in part. Under such n. constituti on, 
Palestine I s provinces would have considerably less autonomy than wao enjoyed by 
Britain1s .American colonies in the eighteenth century. 

Grady Says He Is Pleased 

Though refusing to discuss details of tho recomr~ondn.ti onG, Henry· F. Grady, 
Secretary of State James F. Byrnes• deputy in thn President's Cabinet Cc.~: i ttee 
on Palestine and head of the American dolegntion here, said todey that he~~ 
:pleaiied with the results of the sessions to date. He indicated th-it the :British 
attitude had been most cooperative and he hor.>ed. that both Governments would. 
accept the joint plan. 

The leaders of the Jewish Agency for Palestine here have made r epeated vain 
attempts to see Mr. Grady. Dr. Noh.urn Goldma~n addressed a letter to him yes terday, 
the contents of which were released todny by the agency. Referrinl to press 
reports that the Anglo-American group w·1s considering a broad solution to the 
Palestine problem to be submitted to Je,rn and Arabs for considerL'wt i on , 
Dr. Goldmann 1s letter expressed the agency's concern at the conse~uent delay in 
the im~lementation of the recommendation for the immediate admittance of 100,000 
Je\•rn. The letter notified Mr. Grady that the effort to tie this questi on to the 
adoption of a long-term solution would be regnrded by Zionists as a reversal of 
policy of the American Government. 

A Foreign Office sp0kesman said today that representati vec of Jewi,..h Dnd 
Arab groups in Pales t ine would be invited to a forthcoming London conference. 
Asked whether the Jevrish Agency would be invited, he replied that it had not •ret 
been decided on what basis the Jews would be represented. The American Gove:r.'mt;."l t 
will not be asked to send an nccredi ted delegation but the Foreing Office saJ ,l 
that the Americans would perhaps send observers. 

The ,Jewish Agency I s headquarters here said that on this, as on all othc r 
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matters connected with Palestine during the past few days, its first indication 
of British policy had come from the newspapers. The agency, emphasizing that its 
Jerusalem headquarters had denied the authenticity of the telegrams fron Jerusalem 
to London "in the :British White Paper published yesterday, 11 said further that none 
of the telegrams had ever been received by the agency in London. 

Prima Minister Attlee is expecting to make a statement on the British 
attitude on the "federalism proposal" on Wednesday in the House of Cormnons~ 
Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin is reported to be plruming to return from the Paris 
peace conference for the occasion. From what is known about the process th~ugh 
which the joint recommendations of the Anglo-American Cabinet Oommi ttee were 
arrived at, it seems probablo that the British Gove'l"nment will approve then. 

__ .,.. __ ...... _.,.__ 

GP.ADY URGES APPROVAL 

Washingt9n, July 25 - The general features of tho federalization plan 
were learned after Mr. Jyrn0s had received a report on it, recommending favorabl0 
aotion, fro~ Mr. Grady. 

Mr. :Byrnes mad.o no comment on the report, nor would ho revonl any of tho 
details. It was explained that he wanted first to study it and then to discuss 
it with the Presidont. Ho is oxpectod to do so boforo ho loaves on Sundny for tho 
peaoo conference. 

Pending that discussion, Mr. Truman declined to discuss the Palestine quos
tion oven to tho extent of declining to reiterate his demand for tho admi~sion of 
100,000 Jews into the country without further delay. Ho hns boen rcceivine ~ly 
reports on the London negotiations, he explained, and is now awo.i ting an ovel'-all 
stateraont of what should bo done about the problom. 

It was not possible to obtain mi indication what attitude tho Cabinet Com
mittee would take on the proposal, pending a discussion of it in tho coI7lrlittee by 
Mr. Byrnes. Tho fact that the .Aocrican negotiators recomond it, however, is 
expected to carry great weight horoe 

• • • • • 



PRESS RELEASE from 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of Ameriea • Hadassab • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR nn. EDIATE RELEAS,:i 

11 PLAN" OF ANGLC-AMERIC.AN CA:BINET CO!vMITTEE ON PALESI1 INE DENOUNCED 13Y 

AMERICAN ZIONISTS AS 11 CONSCIENCELESS ACT OF TREACHERY" 

- .... - -
DR. SIL VER CHARGES JEWISH REFUGEES ARE BEING USED AS "HOS':(AG.ES11 

BY BRITAIN AND U.S • 

.. .. .. ... ... 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the American 

Zi onist Emergency Council and President of the Zionist Organizatim of Ar:1erica , 

today attacked the "Federalization Plrui, 11 recommended to the American ancl British 

Governments by the Anglo-American Cabinet Committee on Palestine, as n. "con

scienceless act of treachery, do oming the helpless Jewish survivors in Europe 

to further death and humiliation and dri-ring the Jews of Palestine to further 

desperation." 

Speaking for the entire Zionist movement in the Unit ed S--ate s - the 

Zionist Organization of America, Hudassah, Mizra.chi und Poale Zi :n -- Dr, Silver 

denounced as "revolting11 and "immoral" the Cabinet Committee 1s recommendation thn.t 

the admission of 1001 000 homeless European Jews to Palestine, first urgod alnost 

a year ago by President Tru.man and unanimously recommended as an immediate steJ> 

by the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, be made "conditional" on tho ~doption 

of the 11 federalization 11 proposal. 

11 In plain English, this means that 100,000 helpless refugccn arc to be used 

as hostages by Britain cmd the United States in order to extort from the Jewish 

people acceptance of a poli tica.J. formula ion which clearly repudiates every 

international commitment mndc to the Jewish people with respect to Pale .. tino -

(more) 
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a fomulat ion which the governments concerned surely know the Jews co.nnot o.c cC}l 7., ," 

Dr. Si 1 vcr said. 

The text of Dr. Silver's statement follows: 

"The 'federalization plan, 1 recommended to the American and Britioh Govc·m

ments by the Anglc-Anerican Cabinet Com.11itte0, is a conscienceless act of 

tre achery, dooming 'the helpless Jewish survivors in Europe to further death and 

humilation and driving the Jews of Palestine to further despere.t i on, 

11 The Cabinet OoI!lr.littee's recommendation that the admission of l OC ,000 

homeless European Jews to Palestine, first urged aimost a year nc;o by President 

Truman and unanimously recom::iended as an ir:1r.1edi ate s t ep by the Anglo.:.Ar:-ie ri can 

Comnittee of Inquiry, be made 1cond.itionaJ. 1 on the adoption of tho lfoduraliza

tiont proposal• is as revolting a.sit is i r.imoral, In plain English, this r.i eans 

that 100,000 helpless refugees are to be used as hostages by l3ri tnin and tho 

United States in order to e~tort from th,e Jewish pcoi:,lo accept ance of a J.1 oli +: ical 

fomulati on which clearly repudiates ev0ry inten,.ational conni tr.1ont mo.do to t ho 

Jewish peo:ple with respect to Palesti.ne - a formulation which tho govemn en t s 

concerned surely know the Jews cannot accept. 

"That the ].ivos of oppressed men, wonen and children, who have alrcaa ~~ 

pas sed the lir.1its of endurance, should thus be used as pawns in :Brit ain 1s 

inporialistic maneuvers - and that the United Stat es should now be a party 

to this abor.1ination - doez not augur well for the world of peace ::,i,nd. j us tice 

which, it was hoped, would energe from the ruins of the greatest of 1.11 :i \~rurs. 

We re spectfnlly suggest to thoS !:3 who are ros"J?ons5.ble for chaping eovern :ient 

policy on this question that what is requ.'\.red above all in the !)r es ent situation 

is sinple morality. 

"ln making public the report of the Anglo-Amorican Cor.1r.1i ttoo of Inquiry 

on April 30th of this yeo.r, President Truno.n declared: 'I nm very hap11Y that the 

request which I nade for the immediate adr.1ission of 100,000 Jews into Poles t ine 

ha.s been unanimously endorsed by the Anglc,-..Ameri can Comni ttee of Inq_uiry. The 

(more) 
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transference of these unfortunate people should now be accoopli shed with the 

greatest dispatch ••• I an also pleased that the c01:1nittee rccor.mends in offoct 

the cJ,brogn.tion of the White Paper of 1939 1 including existing restrictions on 

il!ll":1igration ru1d land ncquisi tion, to pemit the further devolopnent of th e Jewi.)h 

national home, It is also gratifying tho.t the report also envisages tho carryinG 

out of large-scale econonic developoent projects in Palestine which would facili

tate further imraigration and be of benefit to the entire populationt In oddition 

to these irnnediate objectives, the report deals with nany other questi ons of long.

range })Oli ti cal policies and questions of interr~ational law which req_uiro careful 

study and which I will take under adviser:ient. t 

"As recently as July 1st, the Whi t0 House announced that 1The President 

added further that it was his deterr.:ir.ation that these nost recent events should 

nean no delay in pushing forward with a policy of transferrint; 100,000 Jewish 

imnigrants to Palestine with all dispatch, in accordance i<l th the statenent ho 

r1t:1.de i.rpon the receipt of the report of the Anglo,-Aueri can Cor.,.ni ttce of Inqui :..·y. 

The Prcside-nt indicntec1. that tho governnent of the Unit0d States was preriarod 

to nssume technical and financial responsibility for tho transportation of those 

i1:i:-.1 igrnnts fror.1 Europe to Palestine. I 

"That is \onat the Presidr-mt of the UnitGd States said on July 1st. The 

rec ,)r.11:1cndations of the Cabinet Conni ttee therefore constitute nothing lose than 

a cor.1plete reversal of Ar.leric"m policy as stated by this nation's Chief Ji:xecutive. 

"The unfairnE•ss of the 1pla'l1 itself can best be iJ.lustrc.~tea. by quoting 

directly fron the dispatch in this nominr.'s Ne~·r York TJ:r~, which rerJOrted the 

facts: 1The Zionist district would include l,5C0 square niles, coripD.rec with the 

2,600 recor..nended by· the Peel Report pro:)osing partition in 1936, and tLe 45,000 

in the area constituting Pl:lestine when it was originally prooiscd as a Jewish 

1national hone. 1 Forty percent of the present populntion of Pale l:; tine, then, 

would be offered three percent of the land internation,9.l~y pledged to the Jewish 

people. 
(nore) 
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"Thi.s is a plan for the ghetto-i zation of the Jews in their 0 1 .. m Ho! \',.! land • 

Even that snall !}Ortion of the countr:r renainin6 for Jewish settlcnent nnder · the 

'plrn1 1 would be controlled alnost com11letely by the same :British Colonicl Adninis

tration, whose only right to be in Palestine in the first place is the duty 

assigned to it by the Balfour Declaration and the Palestine Mandate: fac.ilitation 

of the developnent of the Jewish National Hor11e. We quote agc,i.n fron the New York 

Ti11_~ di spat ch: 1Under such a constitution, Pales tine I s proYinces would have 

considerably less autonony tha.~ was enjoyed :-Cy Brita.in' s .Anerican colonies L1 

the 18th Centur.r. 

11 But, like those Anerican colonists, the Jews of Palestine .... - and Jew□ 

throughout the world - will not subni t to this evil decree. For the Jews of 

Europe it is now Palestine or death; for the Jews of Palestine it is now libert;.r 

or d.oath. The Zionist Mover.tent of this country will be actj_vely identified in 

this historic struggle. The Jewish people wil). not be destroyed!" 

The Council announced that a detailed analysis of the 11 federalizati ,)n plan" 

would be submitted to the State Department. 

#252 _:. 7 /26/ 46 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local »nergency Committees Date July 30, 1946 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Attached memorandum has been sent to radio commentators and editorial. 
writers throughout the country to supply background material on the 
"Federalization Plan." 

Will you please make an effort to place copies of this memorandum in 
the hands of your local newspaper editors and radio commentators. 

Regards. 

HLS:EK 
Enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Manbers of American Zionist Emergency Council Date July 30 • 1946 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed you will find memorandum with attachment sent todS¥ to the 
Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees. 

HLS:LD 
Enc. 
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ol-merican ZioniJt Cmergencg Council 

CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS 
Hadassah, Women 's Zionist Organization of America 
Mizrachi Organization of America 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion of America 
Zionist Organization of America July 30, 1946 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

WE ARE ~AKIUG THE LI:BERTY OF CALLING YOUR ATTENTI 01-T TO THE 101101'/ING 
:BRIEF MEMO:BANDUM ON THE PROPOSED "FEDEFALIZATION" PL.AN FOR PALESTINE AUD TRUST. 
THAT THIS INFORMATIOU WILL PROVE USEFUL TO YOU AS :BACKGROUND MATERIAL. 

Thou.gh the exact test of the proposal regarding the future of Palestine 
made by the ~ritish representatives and reported to have been recommended for 
acceptance by the American negotiators has not yet been revealed, enough is 
kno"1n about 1 t to make clear its general :purpose. 

The proposal does not provide for the immediate transference of 100,000 
Jews to Palestine, but makes such transference dependent on the outcome of 
further consultations with Arab States and on the acceptance of a general plan 
concerning the political status of Palesttne. In doing this9 the proposal 
clearl.7 violates the repeatedly announced policy of the President to have the 
100,000 Jews transferred to Palestine immediately and without waiting for the 
settlement of Palestine 1s future status. 

As for the reported-plan to "federalize" Palestine, it is difficult to 
see how either the American Qovemment or its representatives in London could 
have been hood-winked by so obvious a hoax. The purport of the plan is to 
restrict permanently the Jewish National Home to its present scope. ?Tei ther 
further Jewish immigration into the country nor the settlement of Jews outside 
of the tin7 ghetto assigned to the Jews under that :plan could take plac~ unless 
:Sri tish authorities and Arab leaders favor 1 t, and past experience has shown 
how unlikely it is to expect :Sri tish or Arab concurrence in this regard. 

0loser scrutiny of the "self government" to be given to the Jews in their 
tiny area reveals that this too is nothing but a mockery: the rulers would be 
&ppointed by the :Sri tish; all major questions would be reserved to the :Sri tish; 
ed the fB.l'-reaching veto powers claimed by :Britain would reduce the "self • 
goveming" bodies to the role of insignificant puppets. It would introduce in 
Palestine the regime tnical of :Sri ti sh Crown Colonies where na.ti ve chieftains 
selected by a :British administrator and removable by him preside over "districts"' 
or 11proTinoes" which are nominally ffself goveming. 11 . 

The plan amounts, therefore, to a continuation of the present unlawf~ 
regime of the 1939 White Paper, violates the Palestine Mandate and the Anglo
American Palestine Treaty of 1924, and is utterly inconsistent both with 
American policy on Palestine as formulated in the Congressional Resolutions 
bf December 1945 and with the will of the American people as expressed by both 
major political parties in their National Conventions in 1944. 

It is difficult to understand how any representatives of the American 
Government could have recommended such a ~roject, however tentatively, and 
nothing lesa than a clear rejection of this project by the President of the 
United States could be reconciled with his own stand and with traditional 
American policy. 

• • • 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local Ernereency Committees Date July 31, 1946 

Once again the devotion and labors of the Zionists of America have bo1'?le 
fruit. The President of the United States today issued the following 
statement: 

"The Presic.ent has been considering certain recommendations 
of tho alternates of the Cabinet Cornmi ttee with regard to 
Palestine and has decided in view of the com:plexi ty of the 
matter, to request Ambassador Hen17 s. Grady, and his asso
ciates to return to Washington to discuss the whole matter 
with him in detail. The President hopes that further dis
cussions will result in doci sions which i:iill alleYiate the 
si tuntion of the persecu.ted Jewa in Euro1Je and in the same 
time contribute to the ultimate solution of longer te1m 
problem of Palestine. 11 

You know from my wire to you of July 25th, that we were in a most preca1~i ous 
situation. The succeeding d~,.s brought even more threatening events. As 
of this mo1ning, prior to the opening of the deba.te on the Anglo-Amer-lean 
Cabinet Committee's plan in the House of Commons, all indications were that 
not only had the American representatives on the Cabinet Committee ap1iroved 
the pernicious Br:i tish cantonization plan, but that Secretary of State :Byrnes 
and Prime Minister Attlee were also in agree1nent and that a joint statement 
to this effect was to have been issned coincident with the House of Commons 
debate. Fortunately, this did 11ot corne to pass as is indicated by the above 
statement by the White House. Also, fortu.nately, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver did 
n.ot go to Paris for the meeting of the Executive Committee of the Jewish 
Agency but stationed !limself in Washington from which point he unified our 
forces and our friends in an heroic and successful effort to bring about a 
change in the situation which confronted us. 

Much as we have reason to be grateful for this reprieve, we must under no 
circumstances permit ourselves to believe that it is anything but a reprieve. 
We huve only succeeded in kee:ping the question open. We must continue tc 
exert everJ possible pressure on the President, through telegrams from the 
masses of pe.o~~le ~ and. through intercession on the pa.rt of your local Demo
cratic leaders. 

It uoulcl be extremely valuable now for you to be in touch with your Coneress
men and Senatol·s, requesting that they use the influence whlch they ccmm.-:-.nd, 
in behalf of our r1ovement . Keep up the good work. 

Regards. 

HLS:LD 



.. 
AMfRICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Committees Date Augu.st 5, 1946 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

The attached memorandum has been sent to radio commentato1·s end editorial 
writers throughout the count~J to supply background material on British 
statements that Great :Britain will turn the Palestine Mandate over to the 
United liations if the United States does not agree to the "Federalization 11 

plan ..• • 

Will you please make an effort to place copies of this memormidum in the 
hands of your local newspaper editors and radio commentators. 

Regards. 

HLS:LD 
Enc. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadasaah. Women's Zionist Organization of America 
Mlzrachl Orqanlzatlon of America 
Poale Zlon-Zelre Zlon of America 

Zionist Organization of America 
August 5 • 1946 

!ACE:G. OM MATmIAL 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

MEMORANDUM ON !lUTISH STATEMENTS THAT GREAT :BlUTAIN WILL 
TUBN THE PALE TINE lwrt>ATE OVER TO THE UNITED NATIONS IF 
THE UNITED Tb.TES DOES NOT AGllE TO THE 11 JEDEBALIZATiatl1' 
PLAN •• 

In recent da¥s spokesmen of the l3ri ti ah Government and various speakers in. 
the British House of Commons have "threatened" that if the United States Govem
ment does not agree to the !ritish "Federalization" plan for Palestine, !ritain 
will tum over the Palestine Mandate to the United Nations and w1 thdraw from that 
country. 

It should be said in this connection that the retention cf Palestine as a 
strategic base under the sole control of !r:l.tain is notoriously the princi1>al aim 
of the !ritieh Govemment, :Sy controlling Haifa, :Britain also possesse~ the oil 
pipe-line outlet to the Mediterranean. For these reasons :Britain looks with dis
favor on allY propo&al that would weaken 1 ts hold over Palestine or would result 
in :Britain's having to share control with other co-trustees. This is also why 
the recent :British plan of a "federal" Palestine gives Great '.Britain all really
important functions of Government. It is known that southern Palestine is rapidly 
becoming the principal British base in the Middle East in place of Egypt, and 
recent reports indicate the forthcoming transfer of :Sri tish headquarters from 
Egypt to Palestine. Many millions of pounds are currently being invested by the 
:Sri tish in the construction of permanent military, naval and air establishments 
in :Palestine. 

In the. circumstances. the impression which the statements from London seek 
to create - that ::Sri tain I s control over Palestine is a burden of which cile would 
like to be relievod, rather than an anxiously guarded privilege -- is obviously 
incorrect. This .talk about turning Palestine over to the United Nations is a 
meaningless bluff. Under the Charter, the future of Palestine will have to be 
decided by the United Nations in any case. !ut the provisions of the Charter 
are such that no decision can be arrived at by the United Nations without the 
consent of Britain which holds e. double veto power - as the present Mandato17 
and as one of the Big Five. Pending a decision by the United Nations, :Brita.in 
can continue to do as she pleases in Palestine, and no decision can ever be 
reached unless it satisfies Britain. Therefore, the gesture of turning Palestine 
over to the United Nations, for all 1 ts appearance of unselfish wi thdrawel, merelf 
ensures the continuation of the status quo for an indefinite period • 

• • • 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Energency Comr.iittees Date August 8, 1946 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

Enclosed is an analysis of the :British plan fol' the "Federalization" of 

Palestine by Mr. Frank Gervasi which aJJPearea. in this moming1 s issue of 

The Washington Post (August 8, 1946) 

It has many valuable points which may be used by locnl. newspapers for 

editorial purposes and by radio commentators for purpose of their own 

analyses of the plan. 

Regards. 

ELS:EK 
Enc. 



' . . 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Members of Aneerican Zionist Eriergency CouncilDate 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

August 8, 1946 

The enclosed memorandum with attachment was sent todey to the Chaimen 
of Local Emergency Comr.iittees. 

HLS:LD 
Encs. 



From The Washington Po~t 
Thursday. August 8, 1946 

HOLES IN THE PALESTINE PLAN -
Editor's note: Frank Gervasi, the author of this 
communication on Palestine, is associate editor 
of Collierts. During the war he visited many 
countries of Europe as a correspondent. He is 
the author of a recent book, "To Whom Palestine. 11 

It has been proposed that Palestine be partitioned into Arab and Jewish 
states as a permanent solution to what is called the Palestine :problem but is, as 
we shall see, a great world political, social and economic problem. The next war 
can well begin in Palestine, strategic crossroads of the Eastern Hemisphere and 
frontier between capitalism and communism. The stakes in human terms are, there
fore, enormous. If solution there is to be, it must be on solid foundati ons. 

The ne~1 "solution" to the Palestine problem proposed by the so-called 
Angl°'""Amorican Cabinet Committee violates virtually ever~, legal and moral commit
ment made by the ::Sri ti sh and Amerigan Govcrnmen ts in more than a generation of 
haggling over the issue. 

It is, to begin, merely an extension of the 1939 White Paper policy which 
was recognized as unlawful by the Mandates Commission of the League of Nations. 
It amounts to a repudiation of the mandate itself and of the Anglo-American 
Palestine Treaty of 1924. It is inconsistent with American policy on Palestine 
as envisioned in congressional resolutions adopted in December, 1945, and expressed 
by both the Democratic and Republican Parties in their national conventions in 
1944. 

The British plan is a fraud. It tries to make things appear different from 
what they are, by a careful choice of names and language. It proposes a "federal" 
Palestine with II self-governing" Arab and Jewish provinces, If we look closely, 
we find neither a federation nor self-government. We find two districts, both 
rule~ by ministers appointed by a British High Commissioner and subject to his 
supervision. These ministers rule with an elected assembly, but the I3ritish com
missioner has the right to veto any measures, dissolve the asser.1blies and dismiss 
the ministers. 

The plan tries to impress the reader with the fact the.t the Jews are being 
given the richest, though the smallest, part of Palestine, and therefore a part 
most apt to absorb a large number of additional immigrants. What the proposal 
does not specify is that the part g1 ven to the Jews is by far the most densely 
populated area of Palestine. Any plan which would have genuinely attempted to 
offer opportunities for Jewish immigration ·would have included some of the relar
tively empty parts of Palestine. The real ai~ of the plan's authors was to offer 
to the Jews such a zone that the Jews themselves would have to admit after some 
time that there was no room for the absorption of a:n:y further immigrants. 

The superficial impression conveyed by the plan is that the authorities of 
the Jewish province would all but determine the rate at which further immigration 
should be pennitted, and that the l3ritish High Commissioner would only have to 
fulfill the formality of giving his consent. :But the Jewish authorities who are 
to recommend the number of ir.nnigrants to be admitted are themselves appointees of 
the l3ri ti sh commissioner and subject to removal by him. 
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A very characteristic feature of the plan is the treatnent of the Nocev. 
The plan explro.ns that according to :British opinion the llegev cnnnot be m de an 
inhabited area, though the Jews think otherwise. The British aclnit tho,t it would 
have 'been :possible, of course, to give the Negev to the Jews and l et then see 
what they could do with it, but with touching concern for Je,.rish feelings, the 
British state that it would have been unfn.ir to the Jews to give then a piece of 
land which would prove uninhabi to.ble. This is why they propose to -eep the Negev 
for themselves. 

As a ~atter of fact, the :British do mention that at a later tine they will 
send experts to explore the Negev, and if they find that it can be na~o inhabi-
t able, they night lease land in the Negev to a Je\·Ji sh company, to.king good care 
that the oil concessions of the British con:9,'.lllies should rer.1ain uninpaired, ond 
that should the experts find that the Negev is uninhabitable the Bri ti ch will 
either keep it for thenselves or incorporate it into the Arab province! 

How can one, on the one hand, nention oil concessions in the Negev, and 
therefore on,ortunities for industrial developnent, and, on the other hand, say 
that the Negev cannot support any population? And \·1hy if the Necev is good mould 
it only be leased to the Jews, while if it is bad it should be given to the .Arabs? 
And what will the Arabs do with the Megev if it is uninhabitable? 

Most interesting aspects of the plan are these features which it omits. 
Not a ,-rnrd is said about the fa.ct that Great Britain would 'be free under it to 
have extensive military bases all over Palestine; that such bases are already 
being installed there, or the fact that these bases are regarded as a major 
necessity for the British Empire in view of the international situo,tion and in 
view of the fact that the British have to evacuate EgYJ)t. 

Stripped of all verbi~ge, the plan amounts to an attempt to continue all 
the essential restrictions of the White Paper. Just as under the i'lhi te Priper, the 
Jews Hould be denied access to most of Palestine, and their access to the remain
ing little part would be controlled by British authorities~ 

An idea which under),ies the British plan is the statement that the experts 
(meaning the Englishmen and Amcricnns who came together in London), had come to 
the conclusion that Palestine is too smrill to absorb the European Jews uho cannot 
remain in or return to their present countries. The t ric~.: in this statement is 
the reference to the "experts. 11 With all due reapect for the three Americans who 
were sent to London -- one a president of a California shipping company, another 
a Wall Street lawyer, and the third a Treasury official -.- who had studied the 
q_uestion of Palestine a few ,-,eeks, it is permissible to ask what makes them 
11 experts" to determine this question. There is no need, of course, to discuss 
the expertness of the British representatives, since in their case we hav0. an 
avowed government policy which does not wish for a larce Je,•1ish iIDr.1igration into 
Palestine. 

But assuming that this one statenent has some justification and that even 
the whole of Palestine m( ~✓- be too srnru.l to absorb all of the Jews who want to go 
there, by what process of reasoning does the plan arrive at the ot!1er co1.clusi on 
that a tiny part of Palestine amount~ng to 1500 square miles would be sufficient 
to allow a considerable immigration - the bait whicll is de.ngled before the Jews 
of the world in order to secure their acceptance of the plan? 

The plan overlooks entirely not only the existing international legal 
documonts concerning Palestine, but~- what is more important - the fundament~l 
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political and sociological reason for the world's interest in the Jewish National 
Home. But the main reason why the world is interested in the Jewish National Home 
is because it would contribute to a very large extent to the solution of an othel"
vise insoluble intemat!onal problem - tho problem of the unwanted Jews of Europe, 
who are equally unwanted in Europe and on other continents. Tho plan proposed by 

tho :British makes it almost impossible, both through restrictions in territory 
and through the wide scopo of powers which it allots to an unsympathetic British 
administration, for Palestine to absorb any largo number of Jewish refugees. 
Thorofore, tho :British plan is not a solution, sinco it does not permit solution 
of the vary pro bl om the Jowi sh Mati one,l Home was intended to solve, 

What the plan amounts to, in effect, is that, in consideration of the 
acceptance by the Jews of all the restrictions which will be imposed upon them 
by the terms of the plan (restrl.ctions which will put them in a much worse posi
tion than the position which they hold under the mandate), they are promised the 
admission of 100,000 Jews. It is, in a way, an exercise in blackmail. Since the 
British know how anxious the Jews are that 100,000 of them should be admitted to 
Palestine immediately, they try to get the Jews to sign away all their rights in 
return for this concession. 

The tragic thing about it is that not even here do the British really 
commit themselves: they still leave themselves a loophole by means of the stipu
lation that the entire plan will have to be agreed to by Jews and Arabs alike. 
Since the British are certain that the Arabs will not agree to the plan, they 
can alweys escape the obligation to adtni t even the 100 ,000., :But in the process 
of doing so, they count-ed on extorting from the Jews a voluntary renW1ciation to 
enter and settle in most of P&lestine ~~ a renunciation which they were never 
able to get under the terms of the White Paper. 

This plan not only blackmails the Jews. It also attempts to get the 
United States to bribe the Arabs in and out of Palestine to the tune of 300 
mill1on dollars. Insofar as the Aro.b-s of Palestine would be concerned, this 
money would be spent under the control, and therefore presumably in the interest, 
of the :British Ernpi re. BiJ.t all of the Arab countries remain linked to a large 
extent with Great :Britain, and the l3ri ti sh plan, without materially h~l:ping the 
Jews. t-rould 01:1ount in the final anelysis to enriching another :British-controlled 
part of the world by 300 nillion dollars. 

The thing which is most f.lmazing about this plan is how Americc1n repr&
sentatives could fall for it so easily. The answer lies precisely in the fact 
that they were not experts. They knew nothing about Palestine and they had no 
po~itive attitude toward the Jewish National Hor1e, or even fue more limited desire 
of President Truman to get 100,000 Jews into Palestine immediately. To that 
extent, the three Al'!lerican negotiators should not be blaned. The blame falls 
upon the Administration which appointed them to negotia.te. 

FEANX GERVASI 

Washington 



AME"tlCAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
34i MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Chairmen of Local lilnergency Cormnittees Date August 16, 1946 

Hz.rry L. Shapiro 

BOUND-UP OF NEW YOFX PRESS DISPATCHES OM POLITICAL DEmOPMJ!LTS 
WITH REGARD TO PALESTINE 

August 5 - 16 

The turbulent developments on the Zionist poJ.i tical front during the past 
two weeks have been reported on the front pages of this country 1s newspapers 
in dispatches which have often been contradictory. This round-up of ne\tS on 
the Palestine negotiations is designed to give you a clearer picture of tho 
si tuo.tion by recording ti1e essential facts as reported by the How York mctro
poli tan newspapers. 

On August 6th two New York Times head.lines read: 

"ZIOlHSTS CONDEMN PLAN ON P.ALESTINE" and "TRtn.~ REJECTION OM PALESTINE SEEN. 11 

The gist of these two stories was that President Truman, acting on the advi e 
of Democrn.tic political leaders, had informed the British Governr1ent that his 
firGt impression of the Federalization Plan, recommended by the alternates of 
the Anglo-American Cabinet Cori-r.i t tee, wo.:1 unfavorable. The ~ York TL-.. ~ 
dispatch, written by its White House correspondent, James Reston, stateu that 
tj1e President had discussed the Federalization Plan wibh his Cabinet ~u1a that 
"only t •10 Cabinet members were sai~. to have talked in favor of the Feeler: liza
tion Plan. 11 

On August 8th the press first reported that the six Amei~ca.n members of the 
Anglo-American Committee 01 Inquiry had been called to Warmington by President 
Truman to meet with Acting Secrete,ry of Stu.tc Acheson and the al terno.t es of the 
Cabinet Committee, and to discuss the Federalizatirm Plan. It was noted in the 
New York Herald-Tribune's dis1)atch that the Anglo--~erican Committee of Inquiry 
had categorically precluded partition as a solution of the Palestine problem. 
The dis:patch said that "mernberr, of this group ( the Anglo-Ame,:icn.n Committee of 
Inquiry) privately expressed the opinion that they (the rocommendations of the 
Cabinet Oommi t tee) do not carry out the proposals of the Anglo-American Inquiry 
Cammi ttec. 11 

On August 9th Felix :Belair, Jr., New York Times 'l·Tashington correspondent, <li.s
closed in an exclusive story that the Anglo-American Committne of Inquiry , .-~s 
unanimous in disavowing the Grady (Cabin . t Committee) plan for Federalizati on . 

Mr. Belair reported the substance of the Committee of Inquiry 1s opinion as 
follows: 
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11 1. That Mr. Gro.dy 1s mission viol ated it s mis s ion to work out the 
implementation of the Anglo-American Committee's r •?-:port by agreeing 
to a virtual nullification of that documcn t and supJ)orting in princi
}')le the rest ric"ti ve White Paper issued by :Sri t ain in 19:39. 

"2. On its merits th G proposed federation scheme violates the mru1date 
given to :Britain over Palestine by the League of Nations in that it 
provides n. system of cantonization and restrj.cts t~ free movement of 
people in Pal est ine. 11 

On the same day an article by Frank Gervasi, appearing in the Washi:!lP,ton Post, 
attacked the Federalization Plan as a 11 fraud. 11 After carefully con0idcrinc:; oach 
separate proposal under tho ~ritish Plan, Mr. Gervasi refuted each v oint in turn. 
He wrote in conclusion: 

11 What the plan amounts to, in effect, is that, in considerati on of tl o 
acceptance by the Jews of all tlj_e restrictions which vill be i mposed 
upon them by the te1ms of the plan (restrictions i'!hich wi ll put them 
in a much worse position than the posit:i.on which the .. r hold under the 
mondate), they are promised the admission of 100 ,000 Je\·1s. It is, in 
a way, an exercise in 'blackmail. Since the :Sri ti sh know how an):ious 
the Jews are that 100,000 of them should be adni t c eel to Pal e ~: t inc 
immedi D.tely, they try to get the Jews to sign awa;{ al l their rights 
in return for this concession. 11 

On August 10th another TimE}l! dispatch by Felix :Belair, Jr. indicated a radical 
shi f t in the Administration's th:tnk- ing. The dispatch reported that Presi cl~.nt . 
Trnman was inclined to go along ,,.11th the Eri ti oh Federalization scheme, recom
mended by the Grady Comr.1ittee, Mr. ]elair 1s s t ory read: 

11Earli er, Dean Acheson, Acting Secretary of Stat e, was understood to 
have instructed deputies to the Cabinet Comitt ee on Pale stine to draft 
a cablegrrun for the President's sign ature accepting the British federnr
tion plan in principle but suggesting a gr eater degTee of autonomy for 
the proposed Jewish ar ea, more liberul immi gration e.nd rela."<ati on of 
Jewish land acquisition rules. 

"News of the instructions by Acting Secretary Acheson to the Cabinet 
der)uties headed by Mr. Grady co.used n sensation i.n Zionist circles, 
whose spokesman had been ad.vised by sources close to the President 
that under no circumstances would Mr. Truman consent to the propos ed 
division scheme." 

On Au.gut'{t 12th the ~ sociated Press reported that Acting Secretary of State Achch • 
had instructed a committee of ex:perts, working directly nnder the Grady Oon~,.ittee, 
to draw up a. proposal based upon the principle of partition, but with the f ollow
ing special features: 

1. Creation of a Jewish zone of approximately 1,800 square miles, 
appro.ximat ely 300 square mileG larger than that proposed in the 
plan originally offered in London and subsequently disapproved by 
Mr. Truman. 

2. A United States contributi on of $300 ,000,000 to raise the 
economic-soci al-educutional standnrds of the Arab statos , Of this 
sum, $50,000,000 would be eal'-marked for the Arabs in Pcl esti 1e. ' 

3. Wide latitude for Jews to control immigration within their zone. 



The dispatch stated: 

"''1hen the partition was first completed by n joint .Anc:lo-Amerir.an com
mittee at London two weeks ago, President Truman apparently was ready 
to accept it. He received a recommendation from Secretary of State 
:Bvrnes that he do so, on the ground that the plan offered c. practical 
solution. 

"Then the opposition of Zionist leaders became very great. :Byrnes 
wi thdre.w his endorsement, in evident surprise over the strength of 
the opposition, and Mr. Truman let the British know, informolly, that 
the plan probably wo.s unacceptable. 

11 Since that time, however, Acheson is reported to have come to the 
conclusion that a con~romise should at least be seriounly considered 
by Mr. Truman. n 

(It should be noted. that the word 11partition11 in this d.is:Jatd1 refers to the Grady 
pl~n for Federalization.) 

On August 14th the press again reported a radical chDnge in the Administr~tion's 
views. .An exclusive story by Felix :Belair, Jr. in the Neu York Times carri ed 
the following headline: 

11 TWO FREE PALESTINE STATJ\;S HELD PART OF T:RI.Jl~T PL.AN. 11 

Mr. Belair disclosed that the Jewish Agency for l'nle r.tine had been negotiating 
with the .American Government and had proposed Partiti on a~ a solution to the 
Palestine problem. 

Mr. Belair1s dispatch carried the following lead: 

"We.shington, August 13 -- A Jewi ch Agency for Palestine pl an for the 
pa.rtitioning of Palestine by the creation uf separate and inde:p endent 
J e\•rish and Arab States and early termination of the British m·u-1date 
has had serious consideration by this Government. With modlfications, 
it is understood ~o be included in President Truman 1s reply to Great 
Britain on the !.forri son-Grady- federation statement." 

Lat er in his story Mr. Belair said: 

"The Jewish Agency plan was brought to Washington late last week by 
Dr. Nahum Goldmann, member of the Executive of the Jewl sh .A[;ency for 
Palestine, follo\·ring its Faris meetin at which it (:1doptod a 11ublic 
resolution r 0 jecting the Iforrlson-Grady scheme of f ederat i on.._ 
Another resolution, also adopted at the time but not made public, 
embodied the Agency's acceptance of partitioning but on its own tcnas. 

11 The document was shown by Dr. Goldmann to Acting Secrct Hry of Stat e. 
Dean Acheson, Secretary of the Treasury John W. Sn~rder and ·la.r Sec:te
tary Robert P. Patterson, members of the Cabinet Committee on Palestine, 
and to the British .Ambassador, Lord Inverchapel. 

"Members of the Cabinet group with whom Dr. Gold ann conf erred separ
rately were particularly interested. in the document as off ering a 
practical solution to the present impasse." 
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On August 15th a New York Times dispatch by Sidney Gruson, London correspondent 
for that newspaper, carried the headline: 

nu. S. SENDS ATTLEE NOTE ON PALESTINE." 

In his story Mr. Gruson quoted an "authoritative sourcen who said that there was 
not much difference between President Truman's note to Attlee and the new plan 
of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. Mr. Gruson wrote: 

11 It is believed here, although no hard details of the Agency's plan 
are yet available, that it would guarantee to the British the availar
bility of bases in Palestine for guarding this country- 1s vitul Middle 
East interests. It will be subnitted to Colonial Secretary George 
Hall by Dr. Nahum Goldmann and Rabbi Stephen s. Wise, American mem
bers of the Agency's executive who arrived here tonight with Berl 
Locker and Eliezer Kaplan. They conferred until late tonight ·with 
Dr. Chaim Weizmann, president of the 11orld Zionist Orgroii zation. 

"It is believed that the President has advocated an increase of 
300 square miles to a total of l,800 for the Zionist province. The 
British, it is believed, would agree to this if other points of 
differences could be settled.n 

The same issue of the ~ York Times ran the COlll]?lete text of a sto.tem0nt by 
Dr • .Abba Hillel Silver which assailed the British blockade of Palestine and the 
deportation of Jewish refugees to Cyprus. 

On August 16th the Associated Press carried the following dispatch: 
. 

11London, August 15 - Authoritative Government sources said toda¥ 
that the United States had refused to participate in the plan for 
partitioning P~lestine, thus forcing Britain to seek an alternative 
scheme for solving the problem. These informants said that the 
United States had advised :Britain that, as the mandate ry power for 
Palestine, she should go ahead with any action that she deemed . 
necessary under the circumstances. Authoritative sources here de
clared that President Truman's note to Prime Minister Attloe had 
announced that he could neither accept nor reject the partition 
plan at thie; time without "the support of the American people." 

(It should be noted that this ~ispatch from London is far from clear and its 
accuracy has by no means been established. It should also be pointed out that 
the "partitioning" referred to in this dispatch is undoubtedly the plan of the 
Grady Committee.) 

The l{M\•i York Times of August 16th carried a special dispatch from London wMch 
said: 

"London, August 15 -- The Jewish Agency placed before Colonial 
Secretaty George Hall today three conditions for its particip~tion 
in the Government's proposed conference to work out a solution for 
Palestine. 

11 It is al.most certain now that conferences will be held, at the end 
of August or early next month. The Zionists and the Arabs will mee.t 
the Government separately. This is considered one of the most hope
ful of recent developments on Palestine and, as an authoritative 
Zionist source said this afternoon, ••the impasse seems to have been 
broken.• 
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"The Agency• s leaders asked the Government first I however, to broo,den 
the basis of the conference discussion from the experts• plan and to 
allow the possibility of the acceptance of a 'more radical 1 scheme. 
Mr. Truman's 'suggestions' and the Agency's ov.rn i0eas are included 
in this category. They also asked the Government to release the 
Zionist leaders still held ~dthout trial in Fole~tine and to permit 
the Ag.ency to select the Zionist rapresentati ves for the conferencc. 11 

The Jth-tish Telegra:phic Agen_2Z carried the follo~. ing dispatch on Friday. August 
16th: 

11 London, August 15. (JT) -- A delegation of Zionist leaders, led by 
Dr. Chaim Weizman!1, conferred for two hours toda;t with Colonial 
Secretary George !-!all . The dele:gation consisted of Rabbi Ste1)hen 
s. l'lise, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Eliozer Kaplan ancl Berl Locker. 

11After leaving the meeting, Dr. Weizmenn s ::.'.id tho.t arrangements for 

Je1dsh representation a.t the conference on Palestine to be held later 

this month were discussed, and added thut ho hoped for a 'satisfactory 
solution. 1 He refused to answer a. queztion as to whether Pres:ldent 
Trunan ' s reply to Prime Minister Attlee had been discussed •.. 

11 Reuter 1s today :published a statement by Dr. Uahum Goldnrnnn, mcr1ber of 
the Jewish Agency executive, declaring that the Aeency is nH1cl.y to t al:e 
:part in discussi on on the 1 cantonization 1 o:f Pnlestine if assnr m,ces 
n.re given that an autonomou.s Jewish state ,.1ill be sot up 'within renr., _. n
abJ.e time. t 

"Until such assurances are forthcoming, the J ewish Ar,fmcy would con
tinue to refuse to participate J.n discussions, he said, adrlin::; thn.t, 
1 the British Government has been informed of this po ition.' He 
emphatically rejected the tenn 'partition' and substituted •cantoni
zation, 1 Reuters asserted. 

"Dr. Goldmruin made his statement aft er the conference of Zioni <•t 

leaders with the Colonial SecretarJ. He said that 1nod::tli ties nnd 
conditions 1 for the Jewish Agency I s -p,irticipa tion in t l!-11:·s on the 
future of Palestine were di sc'\.1.ssed. 11 

HLS:MSR 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To' 

MEMORANDUM 

Chainnen of Local :Emergency Committees DoJe Augu1t 19, 1916 

Harry L. Shapiro 

SUFPLEMENT TO ROUlill-UP OF lTEW YOBK PRESS DI SPATCIDJS on 
POLITICAL DEVELOP!,tEHTS '.1IT3: REGARD TO PALESTINE 

The press of August 16th and 17th cari~ed the text of an announcement from 
the White House, which was released a~ the President left for his vacati on. 
The White House announcement follows: 

"Although the Prerident has been exchanging views with !tr. Attlee 
on the subject, this government has not presentod any plon of its 
own for the solution of the problem of Palestine. It is tho 
sincere hOJ)e of the President, however, that as a result of the 
proposed conversations between the British Government o.nd Jewish 
and Arab representatives a fair sol1.1tion of the problem of Poles
tine can be found and immediate steps can be taken to alleviate 
the situation of the displaced Jews in Europe. 

"It is clear that no settlement of the Palestine problem can be 
achieved which will be fully satisfactory to all of the parties 
concerned and that if this problem is to be solved in a manner 
which will bring peace and prosperity to Palectine, it must be 
approached in a spirit of conciliation. 

"It is also evident that the solution of the Palestine question 
will not in itself solve the broader problem of the hundreds of 
thousands of dis1-,laced :persons in Europe. The President has been 
giving this problem his special attention and hopes that arrange
ments can be entered into which will make it possible for various 
countries, including the United States, to admit many of these 
persons as permanent residents. 

"The President on his part 1s contemplating seeking the npprovnl 
of Congress for special legislation authorizing the entry into 
the United States of a fixed number of these persons, including 
Jews." 

The Jewish Telegraphic Agency, in a dispatch from Washington datelined 
August 16th, reported: 

''Dr. Nahum Goldmann, in a statement telephoned from Paris to the 
Jewish Agency office here, todlV denied a Reuter report that he 
had expressed the Agency's willingness to discuss 1cantonization. 1 
He said: 

1The attitude of the Jewish Agency for Palestine has most em
phatically been made clear to the :Sri tish Government. The Je-~wish 



Agency is prepared to negotiate upon only one basi s , nomely, tht:'l,t 
of the establishment of a Jewish state in Pale stine. The A;;ency 
:ts not willing to accept any cantonization s cher.ie a s o. batd s for 
1.iscussion. '" 

I n a di spa.tch from Paris datelined August 18th, the Jetd sh Telegraphic Ae,ency 
reported: 

"PARIS, August 18. (JTA) -- Zionist leaders Stephen s. i•Tise , 
Nrmum Gold11wnn and :Serl Locker conferred her o today wi th ]ri tish 
Foreign Secretary Ernest Bevin and Colonial Uiniste r George Ho.11 
for the second time in two days. 

11 Nei ther the Jewish leaders nor British spokemen would cot1ment 
on the talks. Shortly afterwards, Hall returned to LondGn. He 
has been here nince Saturday morning , holding intensive dis
cussions with Bevin on the Palestine issue. 

"Informed Jewish circles here warned a,t;ainst any undue optimism 
as a result of the contacts in the past few days between members 
of the Jewish Agency anc. the l3ri tish Government. They said that 
no negotiations on Palestine I s s t atus are presently under way and 
that the Agency has req_uf!sted these meetings in an attempt to 
learn the government's intentions. 

11 The nituation as seen from here is as follows: The Agency 
executive having rejected as a basis for discus si ons the 'feder
alization• scheme proposed in the House of Commons by Deputy 
Prime Minister Herbert Morrison is attempti ng to ascertain 
whether the :British are prepared to make any other pro:posru.s." 

• 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Chairmen of Local Emergency Comittees Date 
August 22, 1946 

From Harry L. Shapiro 

ROUND-UP OF NEW YORK PBESS DISPATCHES ON POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS WITH :REGARD TO PALESTINE - NO. 3 

The New York Times of August 22nd carried the following dispatch from Paris: 

"PALESTINE AGENCY UAY WIDEN RA.NXS 
----------

"Negotiations for Admission of Non-Zionist Groups On -- Silver Reported Out 

-----~-----
"PARIS, August 21 - Negotiations are proceeding for the admission 
of non-Zionist groups to the executive of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, it was reliably reported tonight. 

"One o! the groups likely to get an offer of representation is 
the American Je,dsh Committee. This g1~oup, ,-,hose members include 
many prominent American Jews never a1sociated with Zionism, has 
recently taken a great interest in closer cooperation among 
various Jewish groups. 

1 It pl~ed a prominent part in formulating the joint proposals 
for the expanded human rights clauses for the peace treaties re
cently submitted on behalf of eleven Jewish organizations to the 
peace conference. 

"It wae also reported on good authority that Raboi Abba Hillel 
Silver had submitted his resignation from the executive a few 
~a ago. He has been one of the bitterest critics of Britain 1s 
policy. He opposed the .American loan to Britain and influenced 
a number ot Jewish groups in the United State■ to protest the 
agreement except on condition that lhi tain modified her Palestine 
policy. 

11Recently he has sharply disagreed w1 th other members o! the 
executive, notably Dr. Nahum Goldmann, over the line that the 
executive should follow on !ri tain I s Palestine propo~als. If 
his resignation goes through, it will be regarded as a new sign 
of a growing 'moderate ' inn uenc e in the agency 's top ranks~" 

The press of August 22nd reported prominently an address by Bartley c. Crum, 
American member of the klglo-American Committee of Inquiry, in which Mr. Crum 
declared - according to the Nev York Times -- "that the middle level of State 
Department officials had frustrated American policy on Palestine ever since the 
time of President Woodrow l•filson, n and called tor the resignation of Loy w. 
Henderson, director of the State Department •a Office of Near Eastern and 
African At!a1 rs. 
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A fu.ll account of Mr. O:rum's address is contained in a El1 dispatch by Alexander H. 
Uhl, Foreign Editor of that newspaper. The F.M dispatch follows: 

"WASHINGTpN, A\]€ust 22 - :Bartley Crum, California lawyer who served on 
the .Anglo-American Committee on Palestine, yesterd~ tore into :British 
and u. s. officialdom and their handling of the Palestine question in 
one of the strongest denunciations ever heard in Washington. He charged: 

"That the State Dept. for years has been sabotaging official U. s. policy 
on Palestine and is sabotaging President Truman. 

"That every time the U. s. Government had promised anything to the Jews, 
the State Dept. sent secret messages to the Arabs assuring them that 
the promises would not be fulfilled. 

''That cables sent by Truman to U. s. members of the Anglo-American Com
mittee while in Palestine were first deliver0d to the :British. 

"That :Sri ti ah policy was based on the protection of :Sri tish int4rests 
against the Soviet Union and that he was told by the British it would 
be in the interests of the u. s. A. to fall in with it. 

"(Associated Press reported Crum as s~ing he was told by the :British 
Foreign Office representative in Lausanne, Switzerland that British 
foreign policy reg~rding Palestine was based on the likelihood 'of war 
with a main power - not ably Russi a. •) 

"That wires were ta:pped and members of the Committee were shadowed. 

"That Palestine today is a 'police state conducted along completely 
fascist lines. 1 

"Crum was asked to name the men in the State Dept. who. he believed, 
were sabotaging the Truman policy. He answered: 

1It would be a salutary thing if the resignation of Loy Henderson were 
requested.' 

"Henderson is chief of the State Dept. office on Near Eastern and 
African affairs, and has long been one of the c1epartment I s staunchest 
conservatives. It is his department that deals with Palestine. 

"Asked how middle-level officials could thwart the will of the President 
of the u. s. A., Crum answered that the only reasonable explanation was 
that the President didn't know ~.r.hat was going on. 

1 I suggest, r he added, 1That if 
to be accoctplished it is to put 
that have been going on between 
Dept. and the Arab leaders.• 

there is a.ny one constructive thing 
an end to the secret communications 
the Middle East desk of the State . 

"The Crum blast came at a luncheon that had extraordinary official 
connections. While under the sponsorship of the American Christian 
Palestine Committee - it was opened with a prayer -- the invitations 
were sent out on the name of Oscar L. Chapman, Under Secrete,ry of the 
Interior. Among the guests of honor were John L. Snyter, Secretary 
of the Treasury and member of the President's special cabinet committee 
on Palestine. 
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"\ihether Snyder knew what was coming was not clea.r, but he was not present 
to hear Crum 1s attack on the State Dept., having left for his office on 
the plea of pressing busines! just a.s Crum began to speak. Crum, in his 
introduction, stressed that he was speaking in a purely personal capacity. 

"Orum was careful to exonerate the tihi te House for any breakdown in American 
policy on Palestine. It is doubtful if the President knew that Crum was 
going to speak out as he did, but it is known that Truman has been highly 
sympathetic to the Orum viewpoint. 

"Here a.re highlights of what Crum said: 

1The thing which stands out most clearly in my mind is the fact that all 
of the presidents of the U. S. A., beginning with Woodrow Wilson who 
helped draft the Balfour Declaration, gave assurance to world-wide Jewry 
that in Palestine there would be created a nn.tionnl home for Jews. 

1Down through every administration including Mr. Roosevelt's and Mr. 
Truman1s there has been reassurance of that policy on the part of this 
Govemment. 

1'lhat policy has been reflected in the platform of all major parties. 
It has also been seen in the nUr.1erous resolutions of the u. s. Congre~s• 
That policy has not been carried out by our Government and on the con
trary, we are sorry to find out, that at another level, particularly at . 
the middle level, the State Dept. blocked and frustrated the policies 
set down by our presidents of the u. s. and by our Congress • 

. 
1When we were appointed to the Anglo-Americen Committee of Inquiry . 
President Truman emphasized time and again to us that the prima:ey r&
sponsi bili ty of this Govemment was to see that the camps of Europe 
containing these fr~ents of persecuted people were emptied at once 
and the sense of his deep feeling was coIIl1!lunicated not only to Mr. 
Attlee but to Mr. Bevin.•. 

1After we had gone through all the camps in Germany and after we had 
seen the crowded unspeakable conditions in Poland, we were unaninousl.7 
agreed that 100,000 certificates be issued to the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine as evidence of the good faith of the Western Powers toward 
these peoples and toward democratic people eveeywhere. 1'1hen we filed 
our report with the President, he endorsed it. He said there was no 
reason now for the !ritish to deley further any issuance of these 
100,000 certificates and in his statement, he very carefully dis
tinguished between short-term, emergency recommendations and long'-term 
solutions. 

1Theee short-term recommendations, which should have been the offioisl 
policy of the U. So Government, were: First that 100,000 Jews be 
admitted to Palestine; secondly, that the land laws restrictions in 
Palestine of 1940, which were the result of the White Paper of 1939, 
should be immediatel.;y rescinded; thirdly, that the Jordan Valley 
Authority be created to make it possible to fructify those lands of 
Pa.l.estine. 

•we were t·rarned by the English representative · of the Foreign Office 
that the Foreign Office would take no part in the carrying out of our 
recommendations, but would try to prevent these recommendations from 
being put into effect •••• 
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'' e found some rather shocking thingc. As Americans we know that 
Mr. Tru."".lan was manifestly detennined to see that tho Bl'i ti sh Govern
ment measured up to their responsibilities. Yet when we got on the 
~ueen Elizabeth the secret files of the State Dept. were disclosed to 
us. We found that fr!' ever-J promise ma.de by our Presidents, that for 
every resolution passed by practically unanimous action by Congress, 
and for every plank and for every platform from 1920 on of both the 
Republican and Democrattc parties, our State Dept. advised that nothing 
wonld be done. Why is that? And how is it :possible for the President 
of the U. s. A. to set up a certain policy ands till have the State 
Dept. work against it? 

•How is it possible for gentlemen of the niddlo level not to carry 
out the instructions of the President of the u. s. A.? I su~pose 
it is possible in governrJent such as we ha.ve that uen of that lm."el 
who make policy really could do these thinGs, particularly if you 
per111it secret files. 

• 1 I suggest very strongly thut one of the thine;s this grOU}'> could urce 
that might be an end to the secret communications botween Ibn Saud, 
Farouk of Egypt and the Husseinis of Jerusalem and the Middle East 
desk of the State Devt ..•• 

II would like to sey a little about the :Sri ti sh uhon I like very nucll. 
I think they feel that they are in a d.esperate position. I have ue ~n 
told by friends that the Labor l'art:.r is out to prove that they can 
protect the l3ri tish Empire us well as Church-ill. 

10ur teler..hone lines were tapped and q_ui te often ona. curiously enough 
the voice was always a British voicea Also b;.; sor:ie odd coincidenct:, 
messages from the President of t~1e U. S.- A,. to Judge Hutcheson, our 
chaiman, were again by so1:1e odd coincidence, delivered first to the 
l3ri tish Consul General in 3-eneva. 

1our experiences in Palestine were .sonewhat sj_J'Tlilar. Our uires were 
tapped, our mail was opened; confidential replies fron the ·n1i te House 
were first delivered to the British before they reached us. Toward 
t ►1e end of our visit there, they didn 1t even bother to reseal the 
envelopes. 

1 I think it quite important that you should underst~.md the Mrnncr 
in which the British a.re adninistering Palestine todny. It is a 
police state conducted ol.ong completely Fascist lines. It is ~ot 
possible for anyone to express his views publicl, . 

1The month before we arrived in Palestine 250 Jews w8re arrested · 
because it was believed they entertained thoughts which were not 
friend.ly to His Majesty's Gove1"I'l.:ilent. Outside of Jerusalem I myself 
personally visited five concentration Car!lps and sr.w nen who had been 
imprisoned for thinking that Jews should be allowed to cone to 
Paleotine. 'n 

The press of August 21st curried an Associated Press sto1¥ fro London which 
reported: 

"LONOON, August 20 - Groat Britain will ask the United Nations for 
sole trusteeship over Palestine, a well quru.ified gove111t1ent source 



• 

-5-

said today, and there were inne_din.te indications the move would touch 
off a widespread diploma.tic battle for- control of the strategic Holy 
L~11d. 

lf.Ar.?.b sources here said the Arab countries surrounding Palestine would 
press instead for complete independence of the 10,429-s·quare-nile country, 
nnd it was suggested Egypt would ask for trusteeship if the independence 
nove failed. 

"Di:plomati c quarters said the Soviet Union, which 1 ong has urged that 
the British get out of Palestine and let the Jews and Arabs settle their 
own problems, could be e:cpected to oppose a British trusteeship. The 
United States, building an oil pipe line across Palestine, could be 
expected to favor it, they added. 

11While the Jewish Agency for PeJ.estine nade no official cotment, a spokes
naii said Holy Land Jews would not oppose United Nations discussion on 
the trusteeship and would accept ony regine that gave then 1a fnir share• 
of control over itlt'ligration and certain other natters. 

1Britain herself, in introducing the White Paper of 1939, said that the 
(League of Nations) nandate was unworkable,' the Jewish Agency spokes
man said. 1As it is being administered now, we agree that it is unwork-
able. The regi~e in Palestine tod~ is one of coercion 001d not of 
consent. 1 

"The official who di sclo sad :Sri tain' s plan said it wo.s necessary because 
:Sritain 1s League ma.nde.te for Palestine expired with the League. ,tithout 
direct reference to Winston Churchill's recent suggestion that tl1e man
date be surrendered, the official said: ·1'.Bri ta.in will certainly not 
give up the mandate, and has not ever considered doing so. 1 

11 (The government source, according to The United Press, indicated that 
if any attenpt were made to spread the Palestine r.iandate among several 
nations, it would run into British opposition.)" 

HLS:HSR 



August 26, 1946 

THE TRUMAll ADMINISTRATION'S :RECORD ON PALESTINE 

Exactly a year ago -- on August 31, 1945 - President TI1.lman first made his 
request of Prime Hinister Attlee that 100,000 homeless European Je,,-,s b ::- dmitted 
into Palestine imnediately. When the President 1s req_uest was made :nublic, the 
Jews of .A.plerica -- m1 overwhelming majority of whom subscribe to the Zionist 
-progrMl - as well as millions of non-Jews who are deeplJ' concerned about the 
problem of Europe's homeless Jews and Palestine, hailed President ~runru1 as the 
first leo.der of the democratic nati ons to take concrete steps to save the rer..nants 
of European Je,-,cy. 

S~eakers at Je 11ish ralli es a.nd Jewish newspnpers pointed out that in o.11 the 
years of Jewish suffering since the advent of Hitler, the Denocratic Aclr.iini ct r&
tion merely offered its condolence and sympathy to tho Jm,,s, but did nothing 
concrete to rescue them. It was pointed out further th ::~t, \1i th the publica.tion 
of tho Roosevel t-Ibn Saud correspondence, public O))inion was confronted ,-,i th 
harsh reality: it becatie clear that at the ver-J mo□ ent when the Administ 1·ution 
was r.1aking pledges in support of the Zionist prograr.1, it was at the so.ue ti:-:1e 
giving conflicting assurcll'lces to the Arnb states. :Needlons to scy , tho reaction 
among the Jewish masses was one of shock ond let-do,-m. 

Following these revelations one. the trell-establishod charges th:1.t the U. s. 
State Depart□ent was pursuing a pro-British and pro-Arab policy on Palestine, it 
is understandable that President Truna.n' s let t er to Prime Minister Attlee un.s 
greeted with great enthusiasm. This action served to givo the Jews and their 
supporters renewed hope that the Administration was not going to fors o.ko t !: om 
after all. 

It was well known that President Truman I s letter to Hr. Attlee had been sent 
after the Presidont had read the harrowing det nils of E~rl Harri son I s report on 
the conditions of tho Jews in Europe 1 s Displaced Persons' Camps. The ,-ramingc of 
Mr. Harrison and of other competent observers that only immediate acti on to trans
fer these harassed refugees to Palestine will avert a catB,stro11he, were regarrled 
as cle r r indications that the required steps would be taken ·without dela '"• 

But months passed and nothing was done. The :Sri ti sh Government and the u. s. 
State Departl:lent employed one delaying device after another -- and the Je,-,s 
languished in the concentration camps of ::;urope. People again wondered ,.,hether 
they were not being given another "run-around" by the Admini£trat ·.on. 

~he British Government then countered President Truman's long-standing re
request with a proposnl that an Anglo-American Comni tte e of Inquiry be sot up to 
inve3tigate the entire problem of Palootine once again -- this after the facts 
in the situation had been made all too cleRr by the Harrison Re )Ort and other 
surveys. The British move was obviously on.other delo.ying tactic, but President 
Truman agreed to this new investigation without taking advantage of the readiness 
of American Zionist leaders to discuss the entire situation ,.Ji th him, to point 
out how utterly undesirable this proposal for a new Inquiry was , and to \'/arn him 
that the British had no intention of taking positive action as a result of the 
Inquiry, but intended only to procrastinate further. 
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After four months of time-consuming exploration and investigation, the Anglo-

American Cor..1Inittee of Inquiry issued a Re:rort which recommended what President 

Truman ho.d requested in the first place -- the immediate emigration of 100,000 

homeless Jews to Palestine. However, the RejJOrt also contoined certein long•- r anr,e 

politic::u recommendations which, Zionist leaders pointed out, 11 can never be 

- accepted by the Jewish peo:r>le. 11 These latter recommendations, which rt.tn counter 

to American policy on Palestine as stated by Congress, were obviously included in 

the Report o.. t the insistence of the British, who ,-:ould not other\•1i se h o.ve agreed 

to the recommendations favorine the immediate emigration of 100,000 Jews . 

By consenting to the British proposal of a joint inquiry, the President had, 

therefore, allowed the United States .... to be maneuvered into an untenn'bl e. :posi t ion: 

in order to obtain consent to the imned.i ate ernigrotion of 100,000 Jews - the 

United Sta.tes would be repudiating every intemational pledge made t o the Jewish 

people ,,.ri th respect to Palestine, and acting in opposition to the will of the 

American peo1Jle as expres~ed by two rosoluti ons of Concress -- one of which was 

passed during President Truman 1 s administration. 

The President now had to reconcile two conflicting posi tionsc, Fo:ttunately, 

he was rrcvailed upon to take the correct steJ?S under these circU1;1stcnc0s, and 

in makine public the report of the Anglo-American Cor'.lmi ttee of Inquiry on A:pril 

30th of this year, he declared: , 

"I am very ha}?l)Y that the request 1:rhich I made for the imnec"'date admiss i on 

of 100,000 Je,·1s tnto Pale~tine has been unanimously endorsed by the .Anglo

k~eri can Committee of Inquiry. The trraisference of these unfortunate 

peovle should. nm-, be accoupli r.hed wi t~1 the greatest dispatch • • • I run 

also pleased that the Comr.1:tttee recommends in effect the abrogation of 

the ~n1ite Paper of 1939, including existing res tri cti ons on im~ieration 
and land acquisitions, to permit the further develorment of the J o-,iGh 

natione..1. home>) It is also gratifying that the report also envisages the 

ear~ing out cf large-scale economic development projects in Palestine which 

would facilitate further irnrr.igration and be of benefit to the entire 110:r,>u

lation •.. ' In addition to these immediate objectives, the report degls 

with many other questions of lont')~range political policies and questions 

of international law which require careful stud.y and t.rhich I will take 

under advisement." 

This, then, was United Stat es J;olicy as enunciated by the :President: the 

emigro.tion of 100,000 Jews to Palestine wa.s a ~atter for irru. ed.iate o.ction, and not 

subject to further consultations; the long-range political qu8stions were to be 

taken "under advisement." 

Weeks, and then months, went by imd still no thing was done. The pli~ht of 

the Jewo in the Displaced Persons 1 Canps had become unendurable, nnd the frnstrar

tion of theseunfo rtunates expressed 1 tself" in repeated clashes with our ot·m occupa,

tion troo:ps in Europe. The Jews of l'alestine had also reached the depthn of 

despair, and the ]ri tish were becoming more brutal in the enforcenent 9f their 

illegal policy of excluding Jewish refugees from their internationally-g i..aranteed 

ho□eland$ Under these conditions, violence was inevit~ble and Britain's tyrannical 

act of su:p) ,ression only served to pro-duce more bloodshed a."ld destructi on . .fean

while, the u. S4, State Departnent was following the procedure of further II con-

sul t at i onn" initiated by the British. 

The America.Tl public could not understand - ond still cannot t~ -

how it is possible for the President of the United States to en~te one policy 
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publicly while his subordinates in the Administro.tion follow proceclures th~st are 
diametrically opposed to that policy. Throughout the country people o.u.,1. -- and 
continue to sr1y -- that the Administration i~ merely pla:rin~ a cl ever gaDc ri th 
the Je,../S; that the Administration has no intention of carrying out it (; p ror.iises 
to the constituency in behalf of the Je,,.71. sh people. 

Then the Cabinet Cammi ttee was aP.9ointed. The Amcri can peo-ple wore toJ.d that 
this no,:r Cammi ttee was set up to bring about the speedy· implcmentl'.:ion of the 
Anglo-Americ:m Commi tter of Inquiry's Report. 'When the Cabinet group \·Ju.G fomed, 
Presiclen t Truman expressed confidence that his req iest for tho imm0di at o cmigrati on 
of 100,000 Jews to Palestine would be speedily impl cmontod. Ho had an extremely 
cordial meeting with leadert; of the Zionist movement on J .lly 1st, folJ.o\·ring which 
the ~-Jhi te House issued a statement 1ihich read: 

11 The President further added that it was his det0rmi.n<.1tion the.t these 
most recent events should mcnn no delay in J.•Ushing forward with a policy 
of transferring 100,000 Jewish 1.mr.ligrants to Pr~lentine with all dispat ch, 
in accordDnce with the statement he made uvon the receipt of the report 
of the Anglo-American Committee of Inq_uicy. The Prenident indicated t _1at 
the Government of the United States was prepared to nsswne teci1nical and 
financial responsibility for the transportati on of these immi 6rants from 
Europe to Palestine." 

After conducting its ovm 11 investi :;~ation" of the problen, the Cn.binet Committee 
reversed the policy repeatedly stated by the President and produced a Br iti~1-
sponsored plan for the 11 federalization 11 of Palestine. This scheme wo.s n. conplcte 
surrender to :British Colonial Office policy. The positi on tak en by the entire 
Ameri crui Zionist movement on the plan \·1as stated by Dr. Abba. Hillel Sil v0r, 11 resi
den t of the Zionist OrgnnizE.tion of .America and chairman of tho Executive Coml.i itteo 
of the Americnn Zionist Energency Council. Dr. Silver said: 

"The ffederalization plan,• recommended to the .American ond :Briti sh 
Governments by the Anglo-.A.i11erican Cabinet Oomuittee, is a conscience
less act of treachery, dooming the helpless Jewish sµrvivors in Europe 
to further death and humiliation anc1. d.ri ving the Je\·1s of Palestine to 
further desperation. 

"The Cabinet Cornr1ittee 1s recommendation that the admission of 100,000 
hofleless European Jews to Palestine, first urged alnost a year ugo by 
President Truman and unanimously recor.1r.1ended as an irnea.iate step by t:1e 
Angl<>-AMerican Cor.mittee of Inquiry, be nado 'conditional' on the adoption 
of the 'federalization• propoal, is as rovolting as it is in.r.iornl. In 
plain English, this r.ieans that 100,000 helpless refugees are to be used 
a& hostages by Britain and the United States in order to extort fron the 
Jo",i sh people acceptance of a political fomulation which elearly !repudi
ates every international commitment made to the Jewish people with res11ect 
to Palestine - a formulation which the governments concerned surely kno,11 
the Jews cannot accept. 

"That the lives of oppressed men, women and children, ,-,ho have already 
passed the limits of endurance, should thus be used as pawns in ]rltain1s 
imperialistic maneuvers -- and that the United States should now be a 
party to this abomination -- does not augur well for the world of peace 
and Justice which, it was hoped, would emerge from the ruins of the 
greatest of all wars. We respectfully suggest to those who are res11onsi
ble for shaping government policy on this question that what is required 
above all in the present situation is simple morality .• , • 
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"This is a plan for the ghetto-iz-ation of the Jews in theii .. o\m homeland. 
Even that small portion of the country rem~ining for Jewish settlement 
under the 'plan' woul~ bo controlled aL~ost completely by the sane B1~tish 
Colonial Ad.ministration, whose only right to be in Palestine in hl1e first 
place is the duty assigned to it by the Balfour Declaration and the Pales
tine Mandate: facilitation of the develo:pr:1ent of the J ewish l!ati onal Hor.1e." 

Americans -- Jews and non-Jews al5.ke -- conld not help but as:c l.thetl1er the 
Administration 1s earlier statements we::e sincere in view of the fact that the 
President's own Cabinet Committee had now repudiated not only Mr. Trt:u:w . .n1s !J0sition, 
but every official .American declara~ion of su;pport for Jewish aspirations in Pales
tine, including the plank in the platform of the Democratic Party, which reads: 

11 We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigrati on and 
colonization and such a policy as to result in th~ est~blishment there of 
a free and der.iocrati c Jewish comonweal th. 11 

Could the President I s Cabinet Cor.1ni ttee have accerted this abooinable 11 fedei-
alization11 3;ilan if its raer:ibers had. been convinced that the President \!ants the::1 to 
carry out u. s. polic;y· ns stated by hirl? Surely the nembers of that Comr:1i ttee were 
:istute enough to realize that the British would of:er then a series of 11plans" ~nd 
wouJ.d t cy to secure u. s. agreenent to that fon:1u.la which is least in the interest 
of the Jews. But it is clear tha.t Mro Grady and ht s fellow Comni tt ee rnen·bers were 
advised by the State Department to fol}.ow the line proposed by the British. 

Furthemore, the public was astounded to read accounts in the press which 
reported the President as having taken a nost unfriendly attitude to~-,a1·ds those who 
called on him to repudiate the "federalizaticn" plan. For exar.rple, the following 
dispatch 8.l>J)eared in the New To_i:,k Tines of Wed.nesda.y, Jul;~ 31st: 

"TRmW~ 1RE:BUFFS I PAl,ESTIUE PI,EA 

nNew York Congressmen Say That He Hinted At 
Poli ti cal Motives In Their Yisi t 

"Washington, July 30 -- Nine New Yor,c menbers of the House called on 
President Trunan tod~ to protest the proposed partitioning of Falestine 
and insist on the immediate ac1":1ission of 100,000 Jews, but they cane 
aNay expressing dissatisfaction ,rith their reception. 

"The President was r e:ported to have been synp:,. theti c to the honeless 
Jews 1 plight, bnt only as part of a larger proble::l of displaced :persons 
generally. Mer.1berc of t:1e c.elegation said that he was inattentive to 
their ar~ents and had suggested at one point that the reason for their 
call was political. 

"Coincidentally, Senators Bobert F~ Wagner, Denocra.t, of New York, mid 
Robert A. Taft, Republican, of Ohio, assailed the Anglc►. .A.::1erican Cabinet 
Comni ttee' s latest proposals in the Senate, Hr. Wagner called the plan 
1A deceitful. device to stifle the hopes of~ long-suf f ering people. 1 

Mr .. Taft said that it was a I cynicru. plan' that would mean the lconplete 
fru.stration I of Jews in Palestine and 1deep despair for the million and 
one-half surviving Je"s in Europe.' 

"The delegation calling on i1r. Trurian was led by Representative Etianue). 
Celler, \·rho reo.d a. prepared stataient. ?Ir. Celler gave a reporter the 
following digest of it: 
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•The President should !'eject the new proposal of the l3ri tish 
because admiasion ot 100,000 Jews is conditioned upon its 
aooaptanoe. Thua the innoc8Jlt 100,000 Jews are considered as 
hostages. 1'his is utterly unfair. 

•The plan would narrow the Jewish province to 1,500 square 
miles and prevent any further development econanieally and 
culturally after a&n1ssion ot the 100,000. Acceptance would 
be approval of a ghetto in Palestine. Furthermore, the l3ritish 
know that neither the Arabs nor the Jews would accept the plan. 
And thus they would be privileged again to delq a decision. 
The plan is nothing but a stall. 1 

"Mr. Caller would not describe the President's reaction, but other members 
of the delegation said that it was 'disoou.raging. 1 One of the descrip
tions of the ccm:f'erence was: 1It ,.1as roug:.1. t 

11Mr. Truman was aaid to have shu.f'fied papers on his desk while Mr. Caller 
read and to have commented, when Mr. Oeller started to speak further 
about a problem 'close to 1fl¥ heart• that he did not have time to listen. 
that he knew all about the subject anyhow. 1'he President, according to 
the Representatives• accounts, indicated that he was sympathetic to the 
Jewish problem, but explained that he was working on a broader question 
in t eying also to get 100,000 displaced persons admitted to South America, 
100,000 to British possessions and 100,000 to this country. 

"He was reported to have said that he did not blame the Congressmen for 
00'1ing to the White House, that he real1£e~ that they were all u:~ fo,r 
re-election this fall, but that it was tim& aomebo~ came to see him 
about the United States problem for a change. He ended the Conference 
abruptly, the witneeses said, before the Representatives were ready to 
leave. 

. 
•~n addition to Mr. Cell er, those attending the Conference were Repre-
sentatives Walter .A.. Lynch, Ronald L. O'Toole, John J. Rooney, Oharlea 
A. Buclcley, Leo 1. bf'fiel, and Arthur J. Klein, Democrat•: Vito 
Marcantonio• American Labor Party• and Leonard w. Hall. Republican." 

Obviously, the President ha.a failed to understand why the Jews of America and 
those who support thoir cause are persisting in approaching him: the fact of the 
matter is that nothing has yet been done for the Jews, and the 100,000 are still 
languishing in the detentio,i camps of Germany. 

As a result of tht nationwide outburst of indignation against the "federali
zation" plan and the tremendous pressure that was concentrated on the 11h.1te House, 
Preside:n..t Truman was prevailed upon :not to accept this proposal. Instead, he 
recalled the Grady CoJDmittee to Washington for further consultations. The American 
members of the Angl o-.Ame r1 can Oommi t tee of Inquiry were also called to Washington 
to offer their opinion of the plan, and they were unanimous in repudiating it. 

The State Department ma4e an effort to keep the Committee ot Inquiry's opinion 
aecret, so that it could go ahead with its program of employtng the Grady Com- . 
mittee 1s report as a basis for discussions with the !ritish. 1ortunately, other 
1nd1 vid.uala real.1zed the importance of in:f'onning the public aa to \\ha.t had tran► 
pired in the Waahin«t;on dicuasiona, and the 1to17 appeared in the press. It waa 
onl7 as a result of the moat dete,rmined pressure '1\at the State Department 1s 
efforts to secure Mr. ,rumen 1a agreement to the Gracly scheme as a basis for negoti
ations were defeated. 
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After nurJerous reports ond runors, nany of then contradictory. a s to t he exact 
nature of President Trunan 1 s connunication to the Briti sh Governn ent had appeared 
on the front pages of the cou.~tr.r's newspapers , the White House fin ally i osued un 
announcer. ent on the subject. The text of that statcnont is as f ollO\·rn : 

11 AJ.though the President has been exchanging views with ·Ir. Attlee on 
the subj ect, this govemnent h as not prese~ted any p l an of its O\om f or 
the solution of the -problen of Palestine. It 1.s the sincere hop e o·f 
the Presia.ent, however, that as a result of the J)roposed conve1•s ati o~1s 
between the British Gove rn□en.t roid Jewish nnd Arab representatives o. 
fair solution of the proble~ of Pales tine can be found and i nnedi at e 
steps can be tal::en to alleviate the situation of the displ aced J cus in 
Europe. 

0 It is clear that no settlenent of the '.Pales ti 1.e J)roble;1 can b e achieved 
wl-: ich \•rill be fully satisfactoi:r t o all of the pnrtios conc erned und that 
if this }Jroblen 1 s to be solved in a n an-.: er which \·1111 bring peace nnd 
1,ro s1:ierity to ?alestine, it nust be approached in a spirit of conciliation. 

11 It is also evident that the solution of tho ralestine questi on ,,rill n o~ 
i n itself solve the broader ·,.roblen of the hundreds of thous ,mclG of di s-, 
placed -persons in Europe. Tha President has been giving this 21roblcn hi s 
special attenti on and ho~1es that arrarigenents car. be entorecl into •:1ld. ch 
will make 1 t ?OS f-l i ble for various countries, incluo.ing the Unit od Stat es , 
to a dmit many of these ~persons as r,ernwnent residents. 

11 Th e President on his part is contemplating .seekin~ the arpr oval of 
Congress for special legislation authorizing the ontry into the Unit ed 
State s of a fixed numb~r of these persons , including Jews. 11 

This statement has been interpreted in the l)re ss and elsewhere a s a docl..,ra,
tion by the :President that he is "washing his hands" of the entire q_uesti on . 
This int erpretation has also been advanced in private conversat ion by l endi ng 
U. S. officials, including those of the State Depa rtment. 

This is where the matter stands now. After all the pledges, aft er f-',11 t l:e 
committees, the investigations cmd the consultations, the President of t h o United 
States announces that 11 thi s government has not presented lll'l.Y J1lan of i ts o\1n f or 
the solution of tho problem of Palestine." Even though the resolutions of Con5r csr; 
and the platfo nn of his O\·m party should be regarded a s commitments to c. very 
clearly-defin~d program of action, tho President now decides to r etreat from the 
entire issue -- and at a time when the B1~tish are employing the resources of th oir 
empire, both political and military, to liquidate the Jewish position. 

President Truman did not even publicly reaffirm his earlier statement s with 
rega1•d to the 100, 000. The White House 1 s announc oment of August 16th, q_u.oted 
above, can, therefore, be viewed only as a declaration of collapse on Palestine 
by- this Ad.mini strati on. And the American people osk: ha~ not tho Uni t cd States 
sufficient prestige, influence and authority in the world -- particulo. rly in i t r: 
relati ons with tho British Government, whose oconoraic future .Ame r ica h !l.s under
written -- to insist that Britain fulfill her pledges and obligati on 3 to the Jews ? 

Nor iG Jewish public opinion in this country particularly impres s ed by tho 
~Thi.t_e House's assertion that 11 the :President, on his part, is contemplating seeking 
the app.roval of Congress for special legislation authorizing the entry into -tho 
Unit ed Stat es of a fixed number of these persons, including Jews." Assuming th~,t 
such efforts can meet ,d. th a de r1:ree of success, what must be clear to evnryone is 
t ho f act that weeks, perhaps months, of interminable Oongres t ional debat,:, on the 
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question would ensue before any action is taken. Neither is American public 
opinion unrnindful of the faet that Congress has adjourned and will not be in 
session for some months to come~ 

As for the Jews in the Displaced Persons• Camps, who will shortly be faced 
with the dread prospect of another bitter winter -- t~ey are evidently expect~d 
to remain patient while their one hope for salvation -- United States action•- is 
removed by no less a person~e than the President of the Unitec States himself. 

This is the record of the Democratic Adninistra.tion on Palestine. Let not 
the Administration believe that □erely by isEuing further declarations of sympathy 
and condolence, it will succeed in sugar-coating th:,.s bitter pill. Anything short 
of the oft~promised, but repeatedly del~ed concrete action will neither satisfy 
nor reassure the Jews of America and large numbers of their supporters, who haYe 
reached the :point when they must s~ in a loud Dnd clear voice: "We have been 
betreyed againJ 11 

• 




