
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         105           37           287 
 
 

American Zionist Emergency Council, minutes, 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONFIDENTIAL NO, 72 

AMERICAN ZIONIST D<ERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMM! TTEE 

January l4, 1946 

A special mooting of the Executive Committee ~f the .American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Monday aftornoRn, January 14, at 3:00 o'cl1ck, at 
542 Madison Avenue, Uow York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (prosidinr,). Godalia Bublick, Pinchas Cruso, 
Mrs. M~sos P. Epstein, Mrs. Roso Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Ltuis Lipsky, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Mrs. Horman Shulman, David Worthoim, Dr. Stephens. 
Wisc. 

Rabbi Philips. Bernstoin, Rabbi Lotn Fouor, Professor Milton Handlor, 
I .L. Kenon, Dr. Sidney Marks, Rabbi Irving Mill or. 

Dr. I.B. Berkson, Eliahu Bon-Horin, A.K. Isrocli, Harold P. Manson, 
Hnrry L. Shapiro. 

STAFF 
The status of Hr. Eliahu Bcn ... Horin as a pormo.ncnt member of tho stnff 

was formally confirmed. 

ESCO FOUNDATION 

Tho following phases of tho Esco Foundation study woro discussed: 

1. Ownerships Tho draft lotter prepared by Jud~o Levinthal for trnnsmiasion 
tn Mrs. Frank Cohen, regarding the o,morship of tho Esco Foundation study, 
wtt.a read and tho ehairmnn was authorized to send this lotter. 

2, Lotter of Indomnification: A discuseion ensued on tho desirability ~f 
sending the lottor of indo~nification drnwn up by Judge Levinthal, in 
accordance with tho request of Mrs. Frank Cohen, It wn.s tho consensus 
of opinion that because of tho implications which may bo involved, tho 
lotter should not be sent. 

3, Distribution ef tho Bound Copies ef the study: The chairman road a lotter 
from Mrs. Frank Oohon rcgnrdine the distribution of tho bound copies of tho 
Esco Foundation study, As a result of tho discussion which folltwod, during 
which Dr. Berkson prosontod tho facts of tho case, it was the sense of tho 
mooting that this matter bo tabled for tho t'imo bcine. 

ANG-LO-AMERICAN COWIITTEE OF IMQ,UIRY AIID LABOR 

Mr. Wertheim roportod ho had just roccivod word from Wo.shingten that 
surprise wo.s expressed that the labor people in tho United States had not 
apponrod before, or submitted n moooro.ndum to, tho Com.~ittco ef Inquiry, He 
askod whether anythin~ ho.d boon done to contact tho c.r.o. nnd A.F.L. Mr. 
Shnpiro stated that Mr, Frnnk hnd tried to nrr~n&o for those or&.nizat1ons to 
o.ppoar boforo tho Committee but ho had boon uno.blo to obtain ponnission for 
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them to do so. 

It was reported that a ]ritish ncmbor of tho Anglo-Ar.loricn.n Committee of 
Inquiry was plnnning to come to New York tho follovdnG day to noot with 
labor loaders in order to dissuado them from their viows on Pnlostino. Tho 
Jewish labor group, it was pointed cut, was not included in this invitation. 
It was indicated that ~o wore contacting our labor friends who would on­
doavor to arran6c for the prcsonco of pro-Zionist labor spokesmen at tho 
mcotin6 with tho l3ri tish nombor of the Inquiry Cor.u~i ttoc . In rcpl? to tho 
sugs ostion that this natter should be made public, tho chaiman stated t hat 
sinco wo did not have it on authority that this Cor.ll':littoo mocbor ~rould 
utilize tho mooting with labor loadors as n ~cans of sprcadinG anti-Zionist 
propaganda• wo could do nothing about tho natter for tho time being. 

Mr. Manson sto.tod, in answer to a question posed, that Mr. Alastair 
Stewart had filed a ~onorandum with tho Anelo-Anorican CoQnittco of Inquiry 
on behalf of tho Co-operative Coononwoalth Fcdorn.tion of Canada. 

It was r oconnondcd that Poalo Zion should follow up the labor issue in 
connection with tho AnGln-.Ancriean Connittoo of Inquiry. 

BUDGET 

Explaining that tho delay in tho subr.,1esion of tho ostiMatod bud~ot for 
this year was due to tho unusually largo voluno of cncrbcncy activities in 
which we had boon cnengod, Mr. Shapiro presented for consideration nnd npprovnl 
tho Council budget for tho your October 15, 1945 - October 15, 1946. (A ni~oo­
graphcd copy of tho bud~ot" was subr1ittod to tho nonbor s present). Ho pointed 
out that he had consul tcd "~ th tho Funds with ror;n.rd to it. It wn.s tho ro­
coonondation of the heads of the Kcron Heycsod t hat the Council should ask 
for tho sane budcct as tho procoding year but, because of tho oncrGoncy, nnd 
thoroforc unprodictablo, nntu.ro of our activities and expenditures therefor, 
tho budget should bo operated on a quarterly basis. Thus, wo would approo.ch 
tho Funds nt quartorly intorvn.ls n.nd prosont to than tho oxpensos we had 
incurred for t he procodinG ·quarter. This quarterly basis of conputation of 
tho oxponsos would in this nanncr lend to nn oqualizod distribution of the 
a.nnuo.l budget over tho yon.r - froo tho $514,000 asked for -c o tho $623,000 
maxir.i'Ut'l which nay bo required. 

Judge RothonborG nac1o tho observation that in view of t ho fact that tho 
work of tho Coun-cil onco□passcd all tho Zionist orennizations, ns well as tho 
Funds, tho consti tucn t bodies of the Council sho,.11,1 also be required to 
participate in the budget. Dr. Sil vor explained that this sugt::,ostion had cone 
up co.ch year but it wo.s always voted down duo to tho fact that the organiza­
tions fool that their bud{;ots arc expended in full and they have no su.rplusos. 

After a discussion in which vn.rious points wore r aised ruic1 elucidated, it 
was novod n.nd carried thnt tho budGct of $623,000 bo adopted ia principlo, 
subject to the approval nnd control by a Finance Connittoo to be appointod. 
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DR. I. B. BERKSON 

Mr. Shapiro read a letter submitted by Dr, Berkson in ~nich he tendered his 

resignation as Director of the Research Department of the Council, to take affect 

as of February 1, 1946, in order to engage in the teaching profession on a full­

time basis. He indicated his willingness to be of service on a voluntary b~sin. 

The chairman stated that under the circumstances, Dr. ]erksm left the 

Executive Committee no other choice but to accept his resignation with regret. 

He pointed out that Dr. Berkson has rendered a great and significant service and 

that the Research Department, under his leadership, has been of inestimable 

value to us in mnny ways, including submission of documentary evidence when 

required, etc,. 

Dr. Silver stated that we were deeply grateful to Dr. Berkson for the time 

he has spent with us and for the fine cont ri but ion he has made to our work and 

in accepting his resignation we do so with the most profound regret. We hope 

we moy avail ourselves of his offer to serve in a lay capacity. 

It ·was decided to accept the recommendation to have Dr. Shwadran serve as 

Acting Director of the Research Department. A committee consistin of Dr• Berkson, 

Mr. Lipsky and Judge Rothenberg was designated to consider the appointment of a 

permanent successor to Dr. Berkson and to bring their recommendations to the 

Executive Committee, 

FIFTIETH .ANNIVERSARY OF DR. HERZL'S 11 JUDfflSTAAT11 

Dr. Silver read a cable and letter from Dr, Lauterbach informing us that 

February 14th had been set aside for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of 

Theodore Herzl's JUDENSTAAT and pointing out that this would be a significant 

occasion for distributing and publicizing the book. 

In response to the question raised by the chairman as to whether the Council 

itselft or its constituent organizations should undertake this task, it was the 

sense of the meeting that the Council would be in a better position to exeeute 

this effectively in view of the short time at our disposal. 

In the discussion which ensued regarding concrete means of celebrating this 

anniversary, the following suggestions, among others, i.-,ere offered: (1) A pageant 

to descr5.be the development cf the Jew.' sh State in Palestine; ( 2) Radio script to 

be wr:ttc;n 'by so~eone l:!.ke No.i.illUn CJrw,.n t() d~-pict the life of Dr. Herzl - perhaps 

a nat~. onal hook-up on tl1e life of D:i:. Her :.}. ar.d the Jewish State; (3) Official 

Z~.onlst "9U~JiiccJ.t1ons issued on or about Jfe·b1'u~ry 14th should be devoted to the 

content 3 c~ J~.ID:BlL~STAAT. 

:-t ,:as moved an.d carried that we reprint JUDENSTAAT in an inexpensive edition 

to in l uc·.e ~ short biography of Dr. Herzl as well as an int reduction by a prominent 

Americ ~~ Zinnist. 100~000 copies of this reprint are to be ordered and distributed 

by the Partj_es and other organizations. In addition, celebrations are to be 

· ple.nned throughout the coun~ry during the entire month of February. 
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HERBERT HOOVER 

Mr. l3on-Horin reported on an intorview with Mr. Hoover which avokod a 
lengthy and dotailod discussion. 

JEWISH CH.APL.AI NS 

Rabbi Bernstein reported that Jowish ~haplnins arc boin~ nobilizcd for 
our cause along various lines. A Chaplains• Connittoe on Unity for Palestine 
has boon organized which will servo as the spoarhead for activitios nlong 
that line. A st~tenont has beon pr~pared to be issued to chaplains ru.l over 
tho world. 

ARTHUR LOURIE 

Tho chairno.n subnittod for consideration a request fron the Jewish Agoney 
that Mr. Lourio go to London, and perhaps proceed fron there to Palestine, in 
connection with tho hon.rings of tho Anglo-Aoerican Connittoc of Inquiry, thus 
establishing tho desired line of continuity. 

- .oosSing unti.ninously approved the tsrant of the necessary lenvo to Mr. 
Louri o fo:a: this purpose. 

UNO 

In roply to Mr. Bubliek's query ns to whothar nnyono is workinG on tho 
presentation of our case to the UNO, Dr. Silver replied that Dr. NnhW':l Goldnann 
is a.t present in London, on tho ttuthorizntion of the World Zionist Executive. 
studying the situntion. 

REPRINT OF HEARINGS BEFORE THE ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INcn.TIRY IN WASHIMGTON 

The question of reprinting in a suitable volune, for distribution, the 
hearings before tho Anglo-Ancricn.n Connittee of Inquiry in Wo.shin~ton, wn.s 
raised by Mrs. Pool. The point wns nndc that o. cooplcto a.ccount of tho hon.r­
ings, including the docuncnts subnittcd, would involve a book of approxinately 
600 pages, In view of the fact that we were not ready to net on this proposal 
at present, it was c1ocidcd to tnblo the natter for tho tino boin6, 

DR. WILLI.AM J, STINESPRING 

Mrs, Epstein reported on infornation she had received fron n Hadassoh 
~onber to the effect thnt o..~nounconont ho.cl been nade in tha Durhnn, North 
Carolina press of tho appointnont of Dr. Wn. J. Stinesprinr; to tho technical. 
s ta.ff of the Anglo-.Anerico.n Co:-ini ttoe of Inquiry. Her infomnnt had stressed 
tho fact that Dr. Stinesprinr; wo.s n bitter nnti-Z1onist. 

Dr. Silver felt thnt wo could tn.lco action in the natter only if we hnd 
dofinite evidence on which to baso our clain. Ho asked Mrs. Epstein to secure 
ney printod nattor which Dr. StinesprinG nay hnvo written, injurious to our 
en.use, which no.y pro .. ,o his preconceived nntar;onistic o.ttitudo to Zionisn. 

Mooting adjourned at 5:20 P.M 

For A.L. 

lk 



CORRECTION TO MINUTES OF EMERGENCY COUNCIL MEETING 

HILD JANUARY 14, 1946 (No, 29) 

Page 2, paragraph 4: 

Mr. Lourie' s report................ Mrs. Epstein, commenting on the 

Committee hearings, felt that thus tar the Zioni1ts had failed to present 

arguments which would convince the Committee that we need a decision now 

in favor of the establishment of a Jewish Commonwealth. In the meantim~. 

the Jewish Agency should be granted certain govemmental powers in regard 

to immigration, the granting of visas, the creation of absorptive capacity, 



Fol/5/46 C O P Y -------
16th January, 1946 

The Chief Secretary 
Government Offices 
Jerusalem 

Sir, 

I have the honour to address you on the subject of the economic boycott 
proclaimed against the Palestine-Jewish community by the Arab League, com­
prising the Governments of the neighbouring Arab States and the Government of 
the Mandated Territory of Transjordan, as well as by the Arab Higher Committee 
in Palestine. 

2. I beg to attach a copy of a letter on the subject addressed by the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine to the Chairman of the General Assembly of the United 
Nations Organization and would ask for the favour of its transmission to His 
Majesty's Government. The Jewish Agency would respectfully request that its 
submissions mq be endorsed and supported by the representatives of His Majesty 1s 
Government in the appropriate organs of the United Nations Organization. A 
similar request is being addressed by the Jewish Agency to the Governments of 
the United States, u.s.s.R. and France. 

3. ~uite apart from His Majesty 1s Government's status as a leading member of 
the United Nations Organization, its locus standi in the matter derives from its 
position as the Mandatory for Palestine. The Jewish Agency was gratified to see 
in an official communique issued by the GovelT.ment of Palestine a full recogni­
tion cf the fact that the boycott "is a measure of immediate concern to the 
Mandatory Power which is responsible, under the provisions of the Mandate, for 
the well being of all peoples in Palestine." 

4. From the beginning of the boycott agitation the Jewish Agency has been 
anxious to refrain from doing or urging anything that might be calculated to 
precipitate the issue. In the hope that the decisions taken by the Arab Govern­
ments might remain on paper, the Jewish Agency has urged upon the economic 
circles directly concerned the necessity of showing the maximum measure of 
forebearanee and abstaining from premature retaliation.. Experience has unfol'­
tunately proved these hopes to have been unwarranted. 

5. The legislative and administrative boycott measures adopted by the Govern­
ments concerned, to which reference was made in the attached communication, have 
been followed by practical steps carrying the above fonnal decisions into effect. 
Cases have already been reported of consignments of Palestinian goods having 
been stopped or confiscated at frontier posts. Palestinian firms trading with 
the neighbouring countries have received notices of cancellation of orders and 
of severance of commercial relations. Import licences for ~alestinian goods 
are in the process of being cancelled. The officially directed propaganda for 
the complete enforcer.tent of the boycott is in full swing. 

6. In Palestine itself an extreme reluctance appears to prevail in wide sectionr 
of the Arab business community and general public to engage in the boycott, ae 
the Arab and Jewish economic systems have never been so closely integrated and 
interdependent as they are today~ Eut the action taken by the neighbouring coun­
tries is exerting pressure on the Arabs of Palestine and strengthening the agi­
tation for a complete economic rapture between the two communities. 



-2-

?. In these circumstances, urgent and determined action on the part of His 
Majesty's Government and the Palestine Administration appears to be called for, 
if the mounting tide of racial incitement and economic destrueti~eness is to be 
stemmed in time. It may well be that. if left to itself, the boycott policy 
will eventually produce boomerang effects which m~ bring its authors back to 
reason. Even so, a large volume of preventable harm will have been created and 
direct retaliation by those immediately affected - llllavoidable in the absence 
of governmental action -- will have caused lasting bitterness. Modern experi­
ence, however, has proved how unwarranted is reliance on the automatic working 
of economic logic where racial prejudice dictates policy and national prestige 
bars retreat, 

8, The first consideration as regards the British Government's reaction to 
the boycott arises from the fact that it was proclaimed and is being implemented 
under the auspices of the Arab League. This organization has come into being 
with the full blessing of His Msjestyrs Government. In fact, a declaration of 
His Majesty 1s Government's sympathy with the idea of the Arab League preceded, 
and can therefore be rightly held to have prompted, its birth. This being so, 
it would appear to be desirable that His Majestyts Government should publicly 
register their condemnation of the racial boycott policy and pledge their 
opposition to it, lest their silence on the subject be misconstrued as tacit 
approval or, at least, toleration. 

9. As, however, mere censure and admonition can hardly prove an effective 
remedy, it is submitted that a series of practical steps should be taken to 
bring home to the Governments concerned the extent to which their own economic 
interests depend upon normal trade relations with Palestine, of whose economy 
the Jews form such a significant sector, and the harm which they are liable to 
suffer as a result of these relations being disturbed by aggressive action on 
their part. 

10. There appear to be three main channels through which benefits accrue to 
the neighbouring countries from trade rel a.ti ons with 'Palestine, In the first 
place, they all export considerable quantities of food and other connod.ities 
to l?alestine of which a large proportion is consumed by Jews. 7hese imports 
include cotton from Egypt, wheat from Syria and Transjordan and cattle from 
Iraq, all of which are obtainable from other sources. In 1944 (the last year 
for which official figures are available) the expend.1 ture of Palestine on im­
ports from the countries of the Arab League was nearly M,000,000 for barley 
and ~130,000 for wheat, most of the latter cereal having gone to the urbnn 
population of which Jews form the majority. For Syrian wheat the Palestinian 
consumer is :peying more than twice the price of Co.nadian wheat and for Trans­
jordanian I!lore than twice the price of the Australian. The ratio of the Syrian 
price to the Oonadian is ~ore than 3:1, In the second place, raost of the 
neighbouring countries obtain part of their imports by trn.nsit through Pales­
tine~ This is particularly the case of Transjordan, but Egypt, too, inports 
livestock from Iraq and Transjordnn via Palestine, while Iraq enjoys the facility 
of a free zone in the Haifa harbour. In the third place, the dollar deficiencies 
of those colllltries are covered ~.holly or in part by the dollar surpluses of 
Palestine deriving from Jewish sources (proceeds of the sale of diamonds and 
remittances of Zionist funds). 

11. It is submitted that a very serious warning should be addressed without 
delay to the Governments pursuing thA boycott policy that, unless that policy 
is immediately discontinued. the Gov8~ent cf Palestine will proceed to the 
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curtailment or complete withdrawlll of all these benefits, i.e., the diversion 
of Palestine's import trade to other countries, the drastic restriction of the 
grant of import licences to nationals of the boycotting States, the denial of 
transit facilities and the reduction of the allocations of currency from the 
dollar pool. It should be realised that if the boycott continues and no retali­
atory measures are ·teken under the first and last counts, the Jews of Palestine 
will find themselves in the grotesque position of actually financing a boycott 
directed against themselves. 

12. In the particular case of the Government of Transjordan the powers wielded 
by His Majesty's Government as the Mandatory should. it would seem, be su.fficieht 
to put an end to the boycott policy even without resorting to any sanctions. 

13. In the case of Syria and the Lebanon, the obligations assumed by those States 
under the Trade Agreement with Palestine of the 30th November, 1939, should be 
invoked. Paragraph 9 of this Agreement reads as follows: 

9. "Trade between the territories of the Contracting 
Parties shall as far as possible not be impeded by 
any import or export prohibitions or restrictions. 

In so far as prohibitions and restrictions may be 
enforced on the importation or exportation of any 
goods, articles produced or manufactured in the 
territory of one Contracting ~arty and imported 
into or exported to the territory of the other 
Contracting Party shall receive treatment in all 
respects as favourable as that accorded to the 
like articles produced or manufactured in any 
foreign country. The foregoing provision shall 
in particular apply in respect of any import or 
export licences ~hich mey be required. and in 
respect of the conditions under which such licences 
are issued. 11 

The boycott now instituted is a flagrant breach of the Agreement calling for its 
immediate abrogation by the Palestine Government. 

l~:. The boycott further involves a breach of existing trade agreements between 
all the boycotting States and· the United Kingdom. Under all these agreements 
Palestine is entitled to enjoy the benefits of the "most favoured nation" clause. 
There can be lit tle doubt that the present boycott is, in relation to :Palestine, 
a direct violation of the obligations incumbent upon the Arab States in question 
by virtue of that clause. 

15. The qu~stion of the administrative and other measures called for by the 
boycott agitation in Palestine calls for special treatment and may form the sub­
ject of further submissions. In the present context it is only desired to draw 
attention to the detrimental effect which this boycott is liable to have on 
Je.wish-Arab relations and the country's internal security, and to point out that 
the internal boycott agitation will automatically collapse if the external boy­
cott is checked and liquidated. 

16. The Jewish Agency would be grateful for the earliest possible consideration 
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of these submissions and for an intimation of the steps taken by the Govemment. 
to which reference was made in your letter C,S. 742/4 of the 5th January, 1946, 
as well as of the further measures which the Government intends to edopt. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

M. Shertok 
EXECUTIVE OF THE J'EWISH AGENCY 



• 

CONFIDENTIAL NO• 74 

AMERICAN ZIONIST l!MERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

February 11, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held on MondEzy", February 11, at 3:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Dr. Israol Goldstein, Mrs, Samuel W, Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum,Emanuel Neumann, Professor Alexander Pekelis, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Mrs. Herman Shulman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Philips. Bernstein, Dr, Nahum Goldmann• Professor Milton Handler, Rabbi Irving Miller, Meyer W, Weisg~l. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Jacob M. Alkow, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P, Manson, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, 

Elihu D. Stone. 

ACOEFTANCE or MINUTES 

The Minute ~f the meetings circulated to date were appro•ed. 

JUDENSTAAT 

In hia brief report on the preparations for the Fiftieth Anniyersary celebration of 11 Judenstaa.t," Mr. Alkow remarked on the fine cooperation of all organizations and groups contacted and announced that it has been decided to extend the time for this obaervanoe to cover a six-week period, from February 14th to the end of March. in order to comply with the request of those groups who required more time for arrangements, 

WASHINMON BUBIAU 

In reporting on the work of the Washington office, Dr. Akzin described in detail the efforts which are being made to concentrate on a more intensive plan of activit1 in connection with the cultivation of Washington officialdom:- (1) To llll)proach aa many government officials ae possible, not confining ourselves only to those in the State Department; (2) To extend our r&lationship with the State Department to include other divieions which affect our work, in addition to the Near Ea.stem Division, hitherto our sole contact; (3) To reach in a more systematic manner members of Congress who in the past were approached sporadically and asked under preaeure to help ua; (4) To •nlist the cooperation of local Zionist leaders in making contacts. 

Dr. Akzin pointed out that with the Arabs, the Bergson groUp• and the 
Council for Judaism so active and a.lw~s on the alert for new contacts in govern­ment circles, we could not afford to relax our efforts in gaining as many new friends for our cause as possible. 
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He stated that Eliahu Epstein, of the Jewish Agency office, and he exchange 
reports and cooperate as much as possible under existing physical conditions. 

ACPC CONFIBENCE IN HOUSTON 

Dr. Silver called attention to the extensive preparations being made for the 
regional conference of the Amerioan Christian Palestine Committee, to take place 
in Houston on Februacy 13th and 14th. He remarked on the fine work which the 
ACPC 11 doing in general and particularly in conneetion with the regional con­
ferences which are being planned throughout the country. 

ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY 

Reports from Mr. Lourie: Dr. Silver reported the receipt of several com­
munications from Mr. Lourie and called upon Mr. Manson to read the latest one, 
a memorandum which had arrived that morning, 

In this memorandwn, dated February 3rd, Mr. Lourie presented an over-all 
picture of the situation as he found it at the conclusion of the London Hearings 
and described the reactions of the Committee members. Although he did not deal 
with the details of the evidence submitted, he indicated the deep impression made 
on the Committee by .Amery's advocacy of partition. 

Mr. Lourie referred to the one or two occasions when Judge Hutcheson had 
gone out of his wey to emphasize that so far as "election platforms, Congressional 
resolut1 ons • and all that kind of stuff In were concerned, he felt himself a free 
agent end was approaching the issue in that spirit. 

He concluded hit report w1 th the following euggeations which he hoped would 
be followed up: (1) A reaction, particularly in Congress, to the statement made 
by Judge Rutcheeon. (2) Continued pressure through the press and at the White 
House, (3) Call for an immediate interim recommendation. {4) Of lesser importance 
but nevertheless desirable - the Mowrer story on t4e Mufti should be kept alive 
and should be read into the record of the Senate • 

.American Staff of Experte: Mr, Neumann stated that the experts who were to 
be appointed to assist the American members of the Committee had not been named 
to date, ao far as he knew. He felt that this matter which had not been ad&-­
quately handled by us should now be followed through in view of its importance 
and the fact that so little time remained. 

Mr, Neumann mentioned al10 that a member of the Committee had emphasized 
to him the importance of keeping up our pressure. 

JUDGE HU?CHESON I S STATIMENT 

Several opinions were expressed on the question of the action to be taken 
on the statement made by Judge Hutcheson in London, as transmitted to us by 
Mr. Lourie. It was stated that the full text of the statement had been requested 
from the London office of the Jewish Agency but had not been received as yet. 

As a result of the discussion, it was decided that as eoon as we received 
from London the full text of Judge Hutoheson's statement - wherein he mentioned 
"election platforms, Congreasional resolutions I and all that kind of stuff 1" -

we would request our friends in Congre1s and Senate to raise this question, as 
well as any other related matters which ma,- be helpful to us in this connection. 
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Mr. Manson reported that in the trensatlantie conversation he had just had 
with Mr. Linton of the Jewish Agency office in London, he was informed that a 
cable setting forth the full text of Judge Hutcheson 1s statement was on it way 
to us, 

MOBILIZATION or OFFICIAL AND PtmLIC OPINION 

With regard to the mobilization of public pressure, recommended by Mr. Lourlq 
Dr. Silver asked for suggestions as to what ehould be done at this time. 

It was Professor Handler's opinion that there are no novel veys of applying 
pressure; that we must use the orthodox methods, but use them as quickly and as 
effectively a~ possible. He felt that there should be action on the part of 
Congress and suggested that a round-robin on the floor of Congress expressing 
disapproval of Judge Hutcheson's statement would be a very effective means of 
pressure~ He added that the vehicle of advertising could be utilized to advantage 
in this connection. 

Mr0 Neumann stated that as far as the press was concerned in relation to the 
Anglo-American Committee of In4uiry, by this time there was sufficient behind-the­
scenes information as well as publicly revealed material upon which we could draw 
for articles, columns, radio comments, etc. He felt that we should not·r organize 
wide discussion of the Commi ttoe and the manner in 1'.hich it has been conducting 
its work in order to make the public aware that this is not the fair, impartial 
coI'Ol'!littee it was depicted to be. 

Dr. Silver stated that before launching on any pressure campaign which woUld 
necessarily involve discrediting the Committee of Inquiry on the basis of develop­
ments to date, it is essential to reach a decision on the fundamental issue, i.e., 
whether we aro prepared to go on record as s~ing we have lost confidence in the 
Committee, are unwilling to cooperate further through the continued presentation 
of-our case, and will refuse to accept the Committee's findings. If, however, it 
is still the feeling of the Executive that it is important to continue to cooperate 
with the Committee and complete our presentation, he felt it would be inconsistent 
to bring pressure to bear at this time, for we would obviously have to await 
publication of the final report if we choose to continue to cooperate with the 
Cormnitteo. 

Dr, Wiee remarked on the bad effect announcement of a policy of non-coopera,­
tion wo'Uld have at this time, when the Jewish Agency has already decided to appear 
before the Committee in Palestine with our lead.ere, Dr. Weizmann and Mr. :Ben-Gurion,. 
scheduled to present our case. 

It was Dr. Goldmann'a belief that all the s~estione advanced in the course 
of the discussions bearing on proposed activity to discredit the Committee were 
unsound. He felt strongly that once a movement has decided on a policy it was 
essential to adhere to it. While it is advisable to solicit intercession of 
individual Congressmen, we must not deviate from the line we have followed to date. 
We must first await the Ccmm1ttee 1 s findings and if they are unfavorable, we can 
then decide upon a plan of attack. 

Appointment with Secretary of State Byrnes: It was Mrs. Halprin 1s opinion, 
in connection with the mobilization of public opinion in tha press and in Congress, 
that the time has come to seek an interview with the Secretary of State in order 
to discuss with him the various problems before us such as the Mufti, Transjordan, 
infringement of civil liberties in Pa.lestine, etc. 
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Dr. Silver explained that while it had been felt until now that we should 
not dissipate the effectiveness of our contact with the State Departoent by separat e 
approaches on individual items, if the Executive so desired it, we could now en­
deavor to obtain an appointment with the Secretary of State and discuss with him 
the various matters before us. 

It was agreed that an effort should be made to meet with Mr. Byrnes and 
discuss with him the following: Transjordan, the Mufti, infringement of civil 
liberties in Palestine and Jamal el-Husseini, 

Judge Hutcheson: Analyzing the situation with wich we are confronted as 
regards the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. Mr. Neumann stated that we must do 
what we can now in order to prevent the unfavorable results which seem inevitable 
from present indications. A survey of conditions as he saw them led him to the con­
clusion that· our only hope lies in the possibility that the American members, now 
divided, will not agree with the British on a definite anti-Zionist policy or 
solution. Toward that end he felt that it was important to concentrate on the 
American chairman. This might be accomplished by approaching the proper person 
at this, the logical moment, before the Committee's report has become a fait 
accompli. 

After discussion it was decided to follow this suggestion. 

LO!@CN - PUBLIC RELATIONS WORK 

A lengthy discussion ensued on the subject of public relations ~rork in 
England, as it affects the tide of public opinion there, in the course of which 
varying opinions were expressed. 

It was decided to refer to the Committee of Eight the matter of making 
concrete proposals to the London office regarding the sending of public relations 
personnel from America. 

MUFTI 

Referring to Mr. Lourie 1s suggestion about the Mufti, Professor Pekelis 
inquired whether the Jewish Agency is now prepared to ask officially for the 
indictment of the Mufti as a war criminal. Dr. Goldmann replied that the ?ugoslav 
Legation in Washington, with who~ the matter was discussed, had sent another 
letter to Belgrade apprising them of the amazement of the American public at the 
fact that they had not yet dealt with the Mufti's status. It was Dr. Goldmann•s 
feeling that the Committee of Eight should at this time communicate officially with 
the War Crimes Commission and inform them that we are shocked that the Mufti has 
not been placed on the list of war criminals, explain our general Jewish interest, 
and ask for an official reply. 

In this connection Dr. Akzin stated that he had been told by the Yugoslav 
charg, dlaffaires that the latter had received a wire from the Yugoslav Government 
informing him that on September 15th of last year Yugoslavia had withdrawn the 
name of the Mufti from the 11st of war criminals submitted to the War Crimes Com­
mission. 

Mr. Manson reported that Mr. Linton had informed him during the telephone 
conversation referred to before, that everyone in London was quite agitated about 
the Mufti matter and that arrangements were being mad~ to pose the question in the 
Hou5e~ The Board of Deputies, in cooperation with the Zionist Organization, was 
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also planning to approach the Foreign Office in this connection. Mr. Linton thoughl-
1 t would be a good idea if we in America were to organize a similar joint action 
vis-a-vis the State Department. He felt that it would be more effective if 
American Jewry as such - rather than the Jewish ~eney - made a formal presentation 
to the State Department calling for action, primarily on the basis of the Nuremberg 
evidence. 

It was decided to ask the American Jewish Conference, at its Third Session 
in Cleveland - February 17th-19th - to pass a resolution on the Mufti, such 
resolution to be sent to the President or to the State Department. 

TRANSJOBDAN 

Professor Pekelis raised the point as to whether the question of Trans­
jordan had been taken up with what remains of the League of Nations as well as 
with the Trusteeship Council of the UNO, In his opinion the unilateral disposal. 
of mandated territory constituted a violation of international law and the issue 
coUld be dramatized more effectively than by merely submitting a memorandum on the 
subject to the State Department. 

Dr. Goldmann advised that as far as he knew, the Jewish Agency Executive 
in London had sent a letter to Mr. J3evin which had been follow ed up and that a 
legal document on tho subject was in the process of preparati on. 

LETTER FROM MR. SEGALL 

Dr. Silver read a letter he had received from Mr. Segall, in which he 
suggested, among other things, that an invitat ion to Winston Churchill to appear 
in Palestine before the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, would be of real 
publicity and dramatic value. 

As a result of the discussion 'Which followed, it was decided to refer 
Mr. Segall's recommendation to the Jewish Agency for consideration. It was felt, 
also, that we should make an effort to obtain an interview with Mr. Churchill 
during his visit in this country. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 P.M. 

For A., L. 
lk 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 75 

AMERICAN ZIOlUST EMERGENOY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

March 19, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Tuesday, March 19, at 3:00 F. M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue. New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presidin~), Gedalia Bu.blick, Pinchas Cruso, 
Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Professor 
Al.exanderPekelis, Judge ]ernard A. Rosenblatt, Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer, ~rofessor Milton Handler, I. L. 
Xenen, Dr. Sidney Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Captain Abraham Tulin, Meyer w. 
Weisgal. 

Dr. Benjamin Ak:zin, Jacob M. Alkow, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, 
Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Richard Gilbert, Mrs. Benjamin Gottesman, Leo Sack, Dr. Morris Zucker and 
members of his committee. 

ANGLO-Al,;ERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY 

Dr. Silver referred to the deletion of that portion of the testimony of 
Jamal el-Husseini and Auni !ey Abdul Hadi which dealt with the wal'-time association 
of the ex-Mufti with the Axis from the official stenographic transc~ipt of the 
~ales~ine proceedings of the Committee, as reported in the press. The statements 
of the two Arab spokesmen which, in addition to admitting the wal'-time collabora­
tion of the ex-Mufti with Hitler and Mussolini, reflected the general attitude of 
indifference of the Arabs to the cause of the Allies, were reported to have b~en 
deliberately omitted from the record and were held to be "irrelevant to the 
Inquiry" by certain Eritish members of the Committee. 

Dr. Silver submitted for consideration the draft of a cable to the co-­
chainnen of the .Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry protesting this 11 doctorlng" 
of evidence. 

The ensuing discussion resulted in a decision to send the cable to Judge 
Hutcheson and Sir John S1nt;leton, w1 th copies to be forwarded to Secretary of 
Sta.te :Byrnes and the 13ri tish Ambassador, Lord Hnlifax, for transmission to the 
British Government in London. 

NEW ENGLAND :n.momOY COUNCIL 

Mr. Shapiro read a letter from the New England El!tergency Council in which 
permission to have an observer attend meetings of the Council was requested• 
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As a result of the discussion which followed• it was decided to advis6 1 the 

New England Emergency Council that in view of the fact that the American Zionist 

Jmergency Council ia constituted on the basis of party representation only, we 

coUld not permit it to have an observer sit on the Council. It was decided to 

point out that the granting of the New England group~s request would establish 

a precedent which similar groups throughout the country might wish to follow1 

ESCO FOUNDAT!ON STUDY 

Mr. Shapiro presented a letter from Mrs. Frank Cohen, dated March 13th, 

addressed to the attention of the Executive Committee, on the subject of the Esco 

Foundation Study, as well as his reply thereto of March 15th (letters on file). 

PROVISIONAL JEWISH STATE 

Dr, Morrie Zucker waa invited by the chairman to present his plan for a 

Provisional Jewish State. Following Dr. Zucker 1s presentation, the question was 

raised as to whether the prbposal ~hould be considered at the meeting or referred 

to a sub-committee. After es. discussion, in··which members of Dr; Zucker•s com­

mittee also participated, it was moved and carried that the chairman be authorized 

to appoint a committee, comprised of representatives of the constituent parties of 

the Council, to consider the proposal. and to bring back a report to the Executive 

Committee at the earliest possible time. Mrs. Halprin offered an amendment, which 

was carried, to the effect that the sub-committee in its deliberations should meet 

with Dr. Zucker. 

PROPOSAL OF ?,m. RICHARD GIL:BERT 

Mr~ Richard Gilbert outlined a public relations program with regard to the 

Following lengthy discussion, a motion was made and carried that a con::.­

mittee be appointed to meet with Mr. Gilbert and his associates in order to study 

in detail the plan submitted. 

INDEPE?IDENT JEWISH PRESS SERVICE 

Mr. Weisgal outlined briefly the facts in the situation concerning the 

Independent Jewish Press Service and Palcor which made it imperative to take 

immediate action on the question of whether this Service is to continue to 

function. In order to enable it to operate. the sum of $60,000.00 per year mu1t 

be underwritten. Of this, the Jewish Agency is prepared to aesume responsibility 

for $15,000.00 a year to defrS¥ the share of the budget eoTering Palcor; and the 

balance of $45,000.00 for Independent Jewish Press Service would have to come from 

the Zionist organizations under whose aegis this responsibility rightly belongs, 

according to Mr. Weisgal. Because of the urgency of the matter, Mr. Ueisgal 

stated, it was essential that the Executive Committee decide immediately \<hether 

it wishes to underwrite the required $45,000.00; otherwise the news agency ,-,ould 

have to be liquidated forthwith. 

Following discussion, it was moved and carried, with Professor Pekelis 

dissenting, that we have regretfully reached the decision that we can no longer 

continue the financial support of the Independent Jewish Press Service. 
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MEETINGS 

Remarking on the long interval which had elapsed since the last meeting cf 
the Executive Committee, Mr. Crueo stated that he was authorized to voice formal 
protest against the failure to convene a meeting earlier. 

The chairman pointed out that in instances such as this, when neither 
co-chairman is in a position to attend meetings, there are prescribed methods 
whereby members of the Executive Committee can convoke meetings, even if the 
chairman does not do so. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:46 P. M. 

For A. L. 

lk 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 7S 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUMCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 1, 1946 

A sp_e.~ial meeting of the Executive Corn:-1i ttee of the American Zionist 
Emergency ·couzicii was held on Monday, Apr11 ·1, at 4:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue. New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Dr. Israel 
Goldstein, !Jirs. Samuel W, Halprin, Rabbi Mex Ki_rshblum, Louis Lipsky, 
Professor Alexander Pekelist Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge Bernar~ A. 
Rosenblatt, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Mrs. Hermon Shulman, David 
Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

Dr. I.B. Berksen, Eliahu Epstein. Profess~r Milton.Handler, Dr. Sidnoy 
Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Abraham Tulin, Meyer W. t,rei sgal. 

Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin 
Shwadran, .Abraham Tu.vim. 

Judge Simon H, Rifkind, Dr. Josef Cohn, Elihu D. Stone. 

MilTUTES 

Professor Pekelis drew attention to the fact ~l}at the Minut~s of March 
19th did not record Mrs. ·Halprin 1 s query as to whether anything had been · done 
about obtaining an interview with Winston Churchil~ before _4e left America 
and the chairman's reply thr..t we were doing what we could~ . , 

,,: • : .; 

With this correction noted, the Minutes were a:pproved, . . 

Mrs. Halprin asked Dr. Silver: why, when sh9. pos-~d th~~ qu~st-1on.,. and 
he was then 1 eaving for the 'ap_poi~_tment with Hr, ·'Chu'.r~hill, , he had .not so 
indicated. Dr. Silver stated that the mat.ter w:a•s .- being ~iace·d on. th_e, e..genda 
for discus'sion later ... fn accordance with Professor Pekoli'~'s roques't -- and · 
asked tho.t we proceed with tho pressing matters before us. 

TBANSJORD.AN 
' . 

1. Legal Case: Judge Rosenbl_att point0c;t out t;h~ possibility_ 9f establishing 
a legal case in the matter ·of Great Britain's grant of independence to 
Transjordan on the basis of the arrangem~nts in 192::J when, according to his 
recollection, Hr. Churchill offer.ed to the Zi6nist Executive the principle 
of economic absorptive capacity for west0rn Palestine as a condition for the 
suspension of the application of the ·provisions of the Mandate relating to 
the Jewish Nationo.1 Home in ~~ansjor~an. 
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Since our consent to this agreement was requested at that time. he 
felt, it must necessarily follow that our consent should also be obtninod 
before granting independence to Trailsjordan. 

As to the procedure to be followed in dealing with this aspect of tho 
situntion, he submitted for consideration the following possibilities: 
(1) Appealing to the U.N.; (2) approaching tho American Government as a 
partner to the Convention of 1924; ( 3) engaging lego.l counsel to lool'" into the 
entire matter; (4) appealing to some of the smaller nations to bring this 
question up to the members of the old League of Nations on the ground that 
this act may lead to disturbance of the peace in the entire I-fiddle Eo.st. 

Professor Pekelis agreed with Judge Rosenblatt and drew attention to 
the fact that at the meeting of February 11th, he had suggested that tho 
matter of Tra.nsjordan be taken up with what remains of the League of Nations. 
In his opinion this was the proper jurisdiction from a legel viewpoint. He 
asked that we ascertain the status of the logal document which Dr. Goldmann 
had informed us was in the process of preparo.tion in London, whereupon :··r. 
Weisge1 reported that the document setting forth the legal points has already 
been presented to the Coloninl Office. 

Mr. Tulin was of the opinion thnt our only hope in the matter lies \d th 
the American Government, and not with the defunct Lenguo of Nations; tho.t we 
must concentrate on bringing whatever pressure we can to bear on our Govcrn­
~cnt in order to influence it to assert its right under the Convention of 
1924, ,merein Great Britain undertook not to make any changes in the H~date 
without the consent ef the United States. 

With regard to the reference to the Convention of 1924, using it as n 
basis for u.s. intervention, Mr. Stone explained that there is a formru. State 
Department ruling that tho Convention refers only to cases where tho interests 
of American nationals are obviously affected by miy changes which tho British 
Government might make; that ruling is official ond limits us to that extent. 

Mr. Epstein felt that in view of the fact that the question of Tl·ans­
jordan will not be coming up until the next session of the U.N. Assembly 
meeting in September, we should press the issue in America from all nngles. 
It should be presented to the old League of Nations a.nd, through tho proper 
chMnels, later on to the U.N. He reportod that from conversations he had 
had with government officicl.s 1 t ap:peared that the .American Government W['.s at 
first token by surprise when the announcement of Transjordan 1s indepondence 
wo.s nade. Their first reaction was negative, but this r.ioy have changed by 
now. From a legal point of view Mr. Epstein thought that we had a good caso 
which ,. ould require concentration on nany :phases end that if we were success­
ful in our approach to the .American angle, it would assist tho Jewish Agency 
i~easurabl7. 

Professor Pekelis urged the appointment of a legal sub-conmittee to 
study the eornplex legal questions involved so that we could have advice of 
legal counsel with a view to ini ti a.ting appropriate aetion by the Jewish 
~\gency before the proper international bodies, and submitted a motion to. that 
e:f'foct. He pointed out tho proble~s involved, such as II estoppel 11 , intei,.. 
pretation, etc., referred specificolly to Article 25 of the Mandate whioh 
indicates that Transjordan is an integral part of Palestine, and mentioned 
Articles 5, 26 and 27 of the Mandate as exar.iples of tho legal possibilities. 
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Professor Handler expressed the opinion thnt the appointment of n. torr♦-
mittco would be highly desirable in order to explore whether any lGgal 
procedures are available to the Jewish Agency to question and challenge the 
action of the British Government; if such legal procedures are not avru.lublc or desirable, this r.1ey at least give us some opportunity for a public r el ations canpaign in which the issues can be effectively presented. 

Further discussion of the motion elicited additionn.l points as well as n 
nunber of runendnonts to Professor Pekclisls motion. As a result, it was 
decided to appoint a lcgnl connittee to advise us in presenting our case to 
the Stv..te Departnent, \'Ti th the understanding that this conni ttec should first 
inquire from the Jewish Agency as to what it has done in this natter o.nd to 
inforn it of contcr1platcd action on our part. 

2. Telegrc.11:1 to Secretary of State qrnes: Dr, Silver presented for con­
sideration draft of a telcgran to the Secretary of State (1) protesting against Gre~t Britain's action in unilaterally recognizing Transjordan as an indcycndent 
state o.nd in separating that territory fror.1 Palestine; (2) rcqucst5.ng that tho United States Governr.10nt withhold recognition of Tr ansjordan 1s independence 
until 1-·re have been given a chance to present the facts in the situati on. 

As a result of the ensuing discussion. during which various conncnts and 
revisions wore noted for incorporation in tho telegran to Mr. Byrnes, n notion 
was c1doptcd to dispatch the telegrDn to tho Secretn.rJ of State. 

l1fr. Tulin suggested inclusion of a statenent to t he effect that the right.~ 
of the sovereignty of the U.S. in Transjordan was violated by tho :British pro­
clanation of the independence of Transjordan. Dr. Goldstein wondered whether 
we should not include in tho telegrar.1 reference to tho interpretation which 
Professor Dulles gave in San Frnncisco of the phrase "parties principn.l;ty 
concerned" as □eaning the Allied and Associated Powers of tho last wa.r -
according to which Anericn has as □uch concern with the disposition of the 
Mandate as any other country involved. 

RAJ3BI PHILIPS. BERNSTEIN 

The following excerpt fron a cable which Hr. :Snkstnnsky, of London, sent 
to the UPA office here, was read: 11 BERNSTEIU SUGGESTS YOU A.SK EMERGENCY COID'!'CIL 
WIRE Ei::IJ3ASSY HEBE TO INVITE HIM _\ND .ALSO HELP HIM I SEEING CABINET ~-ffN'ISTERS." 

Renarking that he assuned that Rabbi Bernstein, who is now in London, wns keeping in close touch with the Jewish Agency, Dr. Silver asked for nn expression 
of opinion on the request nade, Mr, Weisgal suggested that it is not pro9or 
procedure for us to send cables directly to the .Anerican ::Enbassy. Following a brief discussion, the chniman stated that if thoro wore no objections, tho action requested would be taken. 

U.N. 

In connection with cultivating the key ne~bers of UN. delegates to the 
Zienist point of view, Dr, Silver submitted for consideration the question 
whether we should leave it to the Jewish Agency to hand.le this natter in ol.l 
its aspects or whether the -.recncy Council should eooperate with it on one or moro phases of the problem. If tho Emergency Council is to participate in this 
activity, detailed plans would have to be fomulatod, ho felt. 
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Mr. Wcisgnl pointed out that at the neeting of tho Exocuti vc in Jerusaler.1 
it was decided that the Jewish Agency should deal with the natter of tho u.N. 
delegations and he called at t ention to the fact that at tho lnst n ceting of the 
Conuittee of Eight action on this matter had been postponed for n. short ,"4iilc. 
To this Dr. Silver countered that while it was true that the Executive nu­
thorized the Jewish Agency to set up an office to carry on its dffici€:J,. contacts 
with the U.N. delegations, our discussion concerned itself with tho question 
of whether all phases should be covered by the Jewish Agency office in Now 
York, or whether the Emergency Council should coopcrato in the socinl nspoct 
of this work. 

In tho ensuing discussion nany op1n1.ons wore expressed. Dr. ~'Ti so offered 
a notion, which he later anended, in order to incorporate Rc..bbi Miller's sug­
gestion nbout the .Al:rnricnn Jewish Conference, to the effect the.t tho cho.in1an 
appoint n co::1::1ittec and th,,.t the Jewish Agency be asked to appoint r. cor.uu.ttee 
of the sD.r.10 nu.r:1ber who, together with ropresontati vcs the Ancricnn Jewish 
Conference will be asked to designnto, shall noet and discuss this entire 
~uestion Dnd bring its report to this body. 

i r. Lipsky was of the opinion that we were cor:rplicating natters by 
n.ppointing additional cornittoes and drew attention to the fnct that in tho 
arrEID.genents with the Energency Cou..~cil the Jewish Agency has reserved for 
1 tself certain rights to represent tho Zionist novonont in internn.tionnl 
situations. The natter under consideration should therefore cone under the 
acgiz of the Jewish Agency. He felt tha t a suggestion ni~ht be nado to the 
Jewish Agency to invite the cooperation of t he bodies cnunero.tod. 

As n result of the discussion, it was decided to ask tho Jo-rrish Agency 
at tho enrliest opPortuni ty to call into conference rcprosen tati ves of tho 
Ancriean Zionist fucrgency Council (cmd other bodies, if so desired) to 
discuss the best ways of cultivating, for our purpose, th e visitin{; u.N. 
delegations in Ar.lericu. 

JtIDGE SIMON H. RIFKIND 

In presenting Judgo Rifk:ind, who just returned fron ~ five nonths' stay 
in Europe, where he had sel"vcd as Special Advisor on Jewish Af'fnirs to . 
Gencrnl McNarney, European Theater Cor:11:1a.~dcr, Dr. Silver nentionod the si~ 
nificn.nt service he had rendered our country and our people by his fine 
achievenents there and stated how grateful he was to hin for having accepted 
tho invitation to come and share his i~pressions with us. 

Judge Rifkind gave a graphic survey of the situation in tho DP centers 
in .Eu.rope nnd e□phasized the inportance of innediatc nass nigration to Po1estinc 
~he only solution for the Jews in Eu.rope. He described his vieit to 
Pru.estinc as "the only ten days of joyn which he had experienced throughout 
his stey abroad. His stirring talk was followed by r.ia.ny questions which ho 
answered. 
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.At the conclusion of Judge Bifkind 1 s talk, Dr. Wise nnd Dr. Silver ex­
pressed their deep gratitude to hin and cormondod hin on the hi storle 
service he has rendered to the Jewish people in this very cri ticn.l hour - a 
servi cc ·which will long be renenbered. 

trr. Segal renn.rked on the high esteen in whic!'l Judge Rifkinc. wn.s 1cl d 
by cll who cnno in contact with hi□ -~~ his work in Europe and the D.dnirn.tion 
and praise for his work which was expressed by everyone whon Mr. Segt"-1 .:1ot 

in his tour of the DP canps. 

:Because of the lateness of the hour, Dr, Silver oxplnined that ,.,c would 
have to postpone until the next neeting the op· ortunity of listening to 
Mr. Louis Segal 1s report of his experiences nbroad. For the sDT.10 reason, it 
was also agreed to wait until the next ~oetin6 to discuss the question of 
Winston Churchill. 

The neeting adjourned at 6: 20 P.H. 

For A.L • 
lk 
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PRESENT: 

MINUTES 

&PECIAL FINANCE COMMITTEE 
AMllRIC.AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Thursday, April 4, 1946 

Abraham Goodman, Charles Ress, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Harry L. Shapiro. 

In accordance with the motion passed by the Executive 
Oommi ttee on January 14, "After a discussion in which vari ous 
points were raised. and elucidated• it was moved and carried 
that the budget of $623,000 be adopted in prl.nciple, subject 
to the approval and control by a Finance Committee to be 
appointed." 

The meeting concerned itself with the discussion of 
the budget for the fiscal year October 15, 1945 - October 
14, 1946. 

Following the discussion it was the decision of the 
meeting that it approved the budget as submitted in the 
amount of $623,000 on condition that a Finance Committee be 
appointed by the Chairman of the Executive Committee which 
would serv.e as a continuing body to examine and supervise 
the financial activities of the Council. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 P.M. 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 77 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGfflCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF Mm:TING OF :EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 9, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Ccmmittee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Tuesdey, April 9, at 1:30 P.M., at 342 iadison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), Gedaliah :Sublick, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, 
Rabbi l~ax Kirshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal• Louis Lipsky, Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Judge Morris 
Rothenberg, Louis Segal, David Wertheim. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, I. L. Kenen, Dr. Sidney Marks, Jacob Dostrovsky, Meyer ·r. Wesigal. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Tuviah Arazi • 

Dr. 1•fise invited Mr. Tuviah Arazi • of the Jewish Agency, to report en the latest developments in the Mufti matter. 

Mr. Arazi read a cable which he had just received from France dealing with 
the release of the ex-Mufti. The information contained therein was confirmed and elaborated upon in a Reuter' s dispatch appearing in DER TAG of April 9th, which stated: 

"France is ready to let the pro-Nazi Jerusalem ex-Mufti 
go, if any Arab State is willing to let him enter its 
country, tod~ declared an official of the French Foreign 
Ministry, whereby he pointed out that the Mufti, who 
collaborated with Hitler, is now in France not under 
arrest, but under ":police protection for his own eoourlty" 
and ihat he can go wherever he wants. 

"The official of the French Foreign Ministry- denied that 
any note was received about the Mufti from the Arab Leagu.e. 

"The announcement that the Mufti is "free" evoked great 
astonishment in Paris, for on previous inquiries about 
him the replies were that he was under "house confinement". 
Now the government officials claim that no such statement 
wae issued from official circles ••••..•• " 

Mr. Arazi reported that the Jewish Agency had prepared an indictment of the Mufti with substantiating documents proving his incontestable guilt in his 
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pro-Nazi activities. While this is now ready for publication and it is only a ques­
tion of the time required for printing, etc,, before it is released, he felt that 
in view of todey 1s developments we could not wait for the publication of the book. 
Immediate action was imperative in order to prevent the escape of the Mufti to 
Sn~~i Arabia which, according to the telegram, was imminent -- perhaps within a 
day or two. 

He explained that in reply to Mrs. Barbara Gould's (Labor M .. P.) inquiry in 
the House of Commons on April 4th with regard to the Mufti, Mr. Bevin had replied 
that the French Government so far had failed to comply with the British request 
for the extradition of the Mufti but that the British Governnent was pressing the 
matter and had the request constantly before the French Government, As for the 
reasons the French had given for not Btgreeing to surrender the l-1uft1, Mr. Bevin 
had stated that the French presented no official answer but that it is understood 
that there are certain difficulties involved. 

Under the circumstances, therefore, Mr. -Arazi felt that time was of the 
essence and he recommended that the following action be taken immediately~ 
(1) That w• initiate at once a press campaign attacking France's action in the 
m·1tter. (2) We should make public one of the documents in our possession -- an 
affidavit signed by Wisliceny, an official of the Gestapo, which attests to the 
accuracy of the statement that the Mufti was one of the instigators of the 
extemination of European Jewry by the Gemans and eubstantiates the evidence 
of Mr. Kastner, made publie a while ago. This immediate action should be taken 
in additioa to the eventual publication of the book referred to. 

In the lengthy and detailed discussion which ensued many suggestions were 
offered with regard to the action to be taken: 

1. Mrs. Barbara Gould, In view of the interest which Mrs. Gould had 
evinced in the House of Commons on the question of the Mufti, it was decided to 
communicate with the Je~·lish Agency by telephone and ask them to apprise her of 
the present developments in the situation. 

Note; Mr. Weisgal agreed to transmit this information to 
the Jewish Agency during his telephone conversation 
with London. 

2. Leon Blum: It was decided to ask Professor Pekelis to telephone 
immediately to Leon Blum (who, it was reported, had previeusly indieated that 
he did not even know that the Mufti was in Franco) nnd to place the entire issue 
clearly and bluntly before himl stressing the loan angle, 

3 • .An Exclusive Release to the New York Times or the Herald Tribune. 

4. ,Urther Mobilization of Public Opinion: A diseussion on the channels 
through which public opinion could be aroused evoked the following suggestions 
on which it was decided to act: (a) to influence Senators and Congressmen to 
speak on the subject of the Mufti on the floor of both Houses, as they did on 
the question of Transjordan; (b) to disseminate Reuter's disputch to the news­
papers; (c) to enlist immediately the cooperation of a number of radio commentator~ 
in apprising the :public of the present status of the Mufti matter. 

5. Lord Halifax: In view of England 1 s involvement in the Mufti develop­
ment, as conveyed by Mr. Arazi, it was agreed that Dr. Wise should get in touch 
with Lord Halifax to convey to him our feelings in the matter and to urge him 
to communicate them to his Government. 
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6. Appointment with Secretary of State :Byrnes: Considerable thought ,-,as 
given to the advisability of seeking an interview with Mr. BiJrnes in the matter 
of the Mufti. In the detailed discussion which followed, it was pointed out _.._ 
among other pertinent observations made - that ( a) we have ? r. Byrnes' reply to 
the effect that the United States cannot indict the Mufti because indictment by 
th0 United States Government can be mado only against those war criminals ,.-,ho 
cowmitted crimes against .American nationals; (bJ that the attack on the Mufti 
should be based on the fact that he was a Nazi collaborator rather than on the 
basis of the harm done by him to the Jews; (c) indictment of the Mufti for his 
crime against humanity does not coincide with the position taken by Mr. Byrnes. 

It was the consensus of opinion that it was important to communicate ,-,i th 
Secretary of State :Byrnes, present the facts to him, and arrange for an ap1Jointt1ent, 
and a motion to that effect was carried. 

7. Oable to Monsieur Bidault: It was decided to recommend to the .American 
Jewish Conference that they send a cable to Monsieur :Bidault. 

Professor Pekelis subsequently reported his telephone conversation ~nth 
Leon Blum which, he felt, was very satisfactory. Monsieur :Blum understood the 
situation and promised to telephone to Paris immediately. 

JEWISH REFUGEES IN LA SPEZIA 

In connection with the reported plight of the 1,100 Jews detained on board 
the FEDE in La Spezia, northern Italy~ in order to prevent their departure for 
Palestine, the following cable was read: 

"THE FOLLO~TING TELEGRAM RECEIVED FROM REFUGEE SHIP FEDE DETAINED 

IN LA SPEZIA QUOTE WE 1100 JIMISH REFUGEES DETAINED ON BOARD SHIP 

FEDE IN LASPEZIA IT.ALY WHILE TRYING TO LEA VE FOR P.ALESTIN:El THE LAND 

OF OUR Li\ST AND ONLY HOPE DECLARE THAT WE SHA.LL NOT LEAVE THIS SHIP 

AND WE DEMAND PERMISSION TO CONTINUE OUR VOYAGE STOP WE SHALL SINK 

THE SHIP AND DROWN WITH IT :BECAUSE WE REACHED THE LAST STAGE OF 

DESPAIR STOP APPROACH "BRITISH PRIME MINISTER AND USA PRESIDENT VIEW 

013TAINING PERMISSION FOR OUR ENTPY PALESTINE THIS XEING THE ONLY 

SALVATION IN OUR DESPERATE SITUATION un~UOTE WIRE IMMEDIATELY YOUR 

ACTION 

( SGD) GARFUNKEL :BRIX :BEBNSTEIN - ON BEHALF OF CENTP.AL REFUGEE 
COMMITTEE IT.ALY 

Reference was also made to the item which appeared in the NEW YORX TIMES of 
April 8th 't41ich reported an authoritative source as charging that the :British 
authorities had used diplomatic pressure to seal the doors of Eastern European 
borders a&ainst esca_ping Je,·rs in order to halt illegal immigration to Palestine. 

As a result of the ensuing discussion, during which many suggestions were 
entertained on the action to be taken, it was decided: (1) To request tho American 
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Jewish Conference to send a telegram to President Truman embodying the cable re­
ceived and requesting the President to intervene in such way-s ae he deems advisable 
in order to enable the 1,100 refugees to proceed to their hopeful destination. 
(2) To intercede with our friends in the Italian-Aneric8n group here and ask them 
to intervene with influential people in Italy. Toward this end, Dr. Wise volun­
teered to contact Messrs, Pecora and .Antonini, and Mrs. Fool promised to cor:ununi­
cate with Hrs. Fereira. 

I 

Mrs. Halprin made the suggestion that we mobilize both Christian and Jewish 
public opinion in this country and stimulate the sendi'ng of telegrams to the 
President. 

ST. LOUIS OIL CONFERENCE 

Mr. Ben-Horin presented a brief report on the oil conference which took 
place in St. Louis on April 8th, strictly in camera, and was attended by 9 oil 
men - all Zionists (Messrs. F. Julius Fohs, Julius Livingston, Sidney Herold. 
Eugene M. Solow, Herman F. Taubman, Bernhard H. Lasky, Herbert Gussman, Louis 
Franklin and 'William Elson) as well as by Dr. Silver, Dr. Akzin, Mr. Tuvim and 
Mr. Ben-Horin. Mr. Eliahu Epstein was invited to attend but could not be present. 
Two reports had been prepared for this conference, which was called for the pur­
pose of discussing the effects of Middle Eastern oil on the Zionist position -
one by Mr. Ben-Herin, on the political aspects of the situation, and the other by 
Mr. Fohs, on the technical phases. 

The conference, which was considered l'!lost helpful and useful by those 
present, adopted as the basis for the policy to be pursued the conclusions and 
suggestions recommended in Mr. Ben-Horin•s memorandum (on file). A comittee, 
consisting of Mr. Herold, chairman, Mr. Fohs and Mr. Taubman, with Mr. Ben-Horin 
as liaison, was appointed to follow through the deci sions taken. 

Mrs. Halprin suggested for inclusion in a future agenda the subject matter 
dealt with in a memorandum from Hr. Leo Sack, copy of which she had seen. 
Mr. Shapiro explained that this memorandum, addressed to Dr. Silver, was to 
have been considered at the last meeting of the Executive, but because of tho 
crowded agenda then, would be discussed at the meeting on April 18th. Since she 
would not be able to attend the April 18th meetingt Mrs. Halprin asked that the 
matter be ta.ken up at the meeting following that. 

JUDGE RIFKIND 

Judge Rothenberg made a motion -- which was unanimously carried - that we 
place on record our deep sense of satisfaction ui th the splendid report which 
Judge Rifk:ind rendered to the Executive Committee at its meeting of April 1st; 
that this be spread on . the Minutes and that Judge Rifkind be informed to that 
effect. 

MR. WEI SG.AL 1 S llFORT 

Mr. Weisgal reported on the trans-Atlantic telephone conversation he had 
just completed with London during which the various matters taken .up at this 
meeting were discussed; 

l. La Spezia: Contact had been made with the Oolonial Office in this 
matter, but the results are not yet • known. Mr. Weisgal as ask:ed to convey the 
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message that all instruments in America should be used in order to avert a catas­
trophe for these Jews who are deeply in earnest about their intentions. 

2. Mufti: The various points raised in our discussion today were brought 
up in the conversation, with this additional interesting development; The British 
have made a II denarche11 to the French Governnent, asking then not to release the 
Mufti. The French G'Overnment asked the British Government whether it reg c1 rded the 
Hu:fti as a war criminal whereupon the answer was 11 we regard hin as a q_uisl i. ng." 
As a "quisling, 0 the French said, they could not turn him over to the British 
Government. 

3. Mrs. Barbara Gould: Our decision to a~prise Mrs. Gould of the present 
developments in the Mufti matter was conveyed and will be acted on. 

4. Transjordan: London asked that the Council nake public on the follow­
ing day the legal docunent on Transjordan which the Je"ish Agency sent to the 
Colonial Office on March 14th. 

ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY 

1. Our Ad re: the ~ufti: Hr. Sha-piro read a cable fron the Anerican 
menbers of the Anglo-Anerican Comnittee of Inquiry, addressed to Dr. Wise and 
Dr. Silver, and our repiy thereto (attached). 

2. Our Future Attitude toward the Oonr.ii ttee: In connection with Mr. 
Heisgal 1s statement that a nunber of requests had cone to hin fron various 
author! tati ve sources asking that nothing be said or done which r.1ight tend to 
irritate the nenbers of the CoI!ltli ttee at this tine, while they are writing their 
report, it was noved and carried that no representative of the Executive Committee 
nor of the Council as a whole -- no member or group, collectively or individually -
shall do anything in the wa:y of attacking the members of the Anglo-American Com­
mittee unless such action is decided upon at a meeting. 

Mr. Tuvim suggested that this restriction be not limited to attack only; 
that nothing .favorable nor unfavorable about the Cor.1Inittee be said until we reach 
a decision. 

3. Long-Range Reconmendation by the Committee: Mrs. Halprin raised the 
point whether, if it were in our .power to influence the Comnittee to make 
proposals for ultimate solution, favorable and acceptable to us, it would not 
be wise to press for the issuance of a long,,-range recomm.endation simultaneously 
with the interim re-port which the Connittee is eA'J)ected to subnit. Under the 
circur.1stances, she suggested that we meet on the fpllo\'ring day in order to dis­
cuss what might be aoceptable to us. 

It was therefore decided to call a ~eeting for April 10th at which ti~e 
this natter could be discussed in detail. 

The r.ieeting adjourned at 4:00 P.M. 

For A.L. 
lk 
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LAUSANNE 

CABLEGRAM 
RECEIVED Az.'T"JJUL 8 , 1946 

NL'I' AMERIO.AN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVENUE 
NYC 17 NEW YOP.X 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF RA13:SI STEPHEN WISE 

WE HAVE JUST SEEN THE ADVERTISEMENT INSERTED :SY YOU IN THE NEWYO:RK TIMES OF 

MARCH 21ST THE STATEMEMT THAT THE RECORD WAS FALSIFIED TO SHIELD THE MUFTI OF 

JERUSALEM IS ENTIRELY UllTRUE AS IS THE INSilJUATION THAT CERTAIN :BRITISH MEMBERS 

WISHED TO K:E'iEF EVIDENCE OONCEBNIUG THE MUFrI OFF THE RECORD ON Tirn COlffRARY THE 

:BRITISH CFAIRMAN SIR Jomr SINGLETOM WHO WAS THE FIRST TO DETECT THAT THIS FART 

OF THE RECOBD WAS NOT COMPLETE IM-1EDIATELY GAVE lliSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING IN 

THE OMISSION AND ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ENDORSED HIS ACTION INCIDENT.ALLY 

AND CONTRARY TO t·fHAT IS STATED IN THE ADVERTISEMENT JAMAL EL HUSSEINIS TESTIMONY 

WAS ALRE.ti.DY FULLY :REPORTED TEE AMERICAN MEMBERS liBE SURPRISED THAT YOU SHOULD 

WITHOUT PROPER INVESTIGATIONS HAVE GIVEN SUCH PUBLICITY TO AN UHFOUMDED ATTACK 

ON THE INTEGRITY OF THE COMMITTEE 1-fE PARTICULARLY BESENT sucn UNWARRANTED 

INSINUATIONS 

JOSEPH O. HUTCHESON, JR. 
F. W. BUXTON 
FRANK AYDELOTTE 
JAMES G. MCDONALD 
WILLI.AM PHILLIPS 
B.A.RTLEY C • CRUM 

AMERICA!{ MEMBERS ANGLO AMERIO.AN OOMUITTEE 
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Al'RIL 9~ 1946 

MESSRS JOSEPH C. HUTCHESON FRANK AYDEtLOTE FRANK 1'T. BUXTON 
:BARTLEY C. CRlThl JAMES G. MCDONALD i'!ILLIAM PHILLIPS 
AMERICAN MEMBEF.S ANGLO-AUERIC~ COMMITTEE OF IN~UIRY ON 'FALESTINE 
LAUSANNE SWITZERLAND 

INFORM.ATION IN OUR ADVERTIS»mNT OF MJ~H 21ST OBTAINED EMTIRELY FR0\1 RZLIABLE 

PRESS DISPATCHES REPORTING PF.oOEEDINGS OF INQ,UIRY COMMITTEE STOP FOR EXi\MFLE 

CLIFTON DANIEL IN NEWYORK Tii: iES OF MARCH 16TH REPORI1S Q,UOTE TESTIMONY :BEFORE 

ANGLO.AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY REGARDING WARTIME ACTIVITIES OF MUFTI OF 

JERUSALEM IN GEF.MANY WASNT INCLUDED IN TRANSCRI?T OF LAST TUESDAYS PROCEEDINGS 

AND SOME HEI-tBE:RS OF COMMITTEE ARE NOU .ASKING FOR EXPLANATION STOP HEATED 

DISCUSSION OVEll PROPRIETY OF RAISING Q,UESTION TOOK PLACE IlJ PRIVATE MEETING OF 

COMMITTEE AFTER TUESDAYS SESSION STOP T\ib OF BRITISH MEMBERS OF C014,1ITTEE 

CONTENDED MUFI'IS ACTIVITIES :vEBE IRRELEV.ANT TO INQ,UIRY STOP IT WAS THIRD 

BRITISH !-1'.EM]ER RICH.A.1ID CROSSMAN WHO MOST PERSISTENTLY Q,UESTIONED ARAB WITNESSES 

ABOUT MUFrIS FLIGHT TO GERMANY AND HIS ASSOCIATION ~af!TH NAZIS .i\ND t·mo PROI)UCED 

COPY OF PHOTOGRAPH OF MUFTI 1HTH REGIMENT OF SS TROOPS STOP CROSSMA.NS LINE OF 

QUESTIONING DEFENDED BY SOI.rE OF HIS AMEiiICAN COLLEAGUES STOP LATER WHEN 

TRANSCRIF'R OF ~STIMONY OF AUNI:BEY .ABDULHAlH WAS ISSUED TO PRESS FOLLOWING 

NOTE APPEABED AT FOINT WHERE HIS TESTIMONY eN MUFTI WOULD HAVE :BEEN SUBQ,UOTE 

AT THIS POINT WITNESS DISPENSED WITH SERVICES OF INTEBPRET~R AND UNFORTUN.A.TELY 

REPORTER COULDNT TAKE CONTINUOUS RECORD m SUBQUOTE MEMB::-'BS OF AUDIENCE SEDmD TO 

HAVE NO DIFFICULTY IN UNDERSTANDING l.7'ITNE$S .AND AT END OF HIS TESTIMONY BRITISH 

CHAIRMAN SIP.JOHN SINGLETON COMPLIMENTED HIM ON HIS ENGLISH STOP EABLIER CROSS­

EXAMINATICN OF JAMAL ELHUSSEINI ON MUFI'IS ACTIVITIES ALSO DIDN 1T .APPEAR IN 

TRANSCRIPT STOP THERE ·T.AS NO m'LANATION FOR ITS .ABSENCE AS HIS TESTIMONY WAS 

REPORTED RULLY ON OTHER POINTS STOP JAMAL ELHUSSEINI WAS FIRST TO BRING MUFTIS 

NAME INTO l?BOOEEDINGS WHEN HE :REFERRED TO HIM AS STILL LE"1>ER OF PALESTINE ARABS 

STOF REASONS FOR OMITTING CROSSEXAMINATION FROM TRANSCRIPT ARE EKPECTED :BE 
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Dll3ATED IN PRIVATE SESSION OF COMMITTEln UNQ,UOTE INASMUCH AS .Al30VE REPORT RASNT 

:BEEN DENIED IN ALL THESE WEEKS 't"IE ABE HAPPY TO LEARN FROM YOU THAT STORY WHICH 

APPEARED IN NE'W YORK TIMES .AND OTHER :PAPERS IS INCORRECT .A.ND 1·TE WILL PROMPTLY 

MAKE PUBLIC CORRECTION 

ABllA. HILLEL SILVER STEPHEll S. HISE 

JOINT CHA.IBMEN .AMERICAN ZIONIST ]MERGENCY COUNCIL 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 10, 1946 

CONFIDENTIAL NO. 78 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Wednesday-, April 10, at 12:00 Noon, at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

.. 
PBESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), Leon Gellman, Mrs. Samuel i'f. Halprin, 
Professor Alexander Pekelis, lJirs. David de Sola Pool, Mrs. Hennan Shulman, David 
Wertheim• 

Rabbi Philip s. Bernstein, Jacob Dostrovsky, Dr. Sidney Z-iarks, Meyer 
Weisgal. 

Eliahu :Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Israeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Dr. Benjanin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Tuvia Arazi, Dr. Josef Cohn, Hrs. A. P. Schoolman. 

REFUGEES ABOARD VESSEL FEDE 

In connection with the detention of 1200 Je~nsh refugees on board the vessel 
FEDE, in Italy, which was bound for Palestine, Dr. Wise read the following telegram 
which is being sent today by Mr. Charles Pol et ti to the Italian Government: 

"American people deeply shocked over action of Italian police probably 
under British orders in detaining 1200 Jewish refugees ready to sail 
on ship FEDE to Palestine. Strongly urge that everything be done to 
release these refugees who threaten to commit suicide and permit them 
to go to ·Palestine." 

Dr. 'tlise had also been in touch w1 th Mr. Antonini who will communicate with in­
fluential circles in Italy in order to obtain their assistance. 

EX-MUiTI 

Mr, Manson reported in detail on the press and radio activities of this 
office with regard to the contemplated release of the ex-Mufti by the French 
Government. It is hoped that the news will be spread around until it evokes 
comment on its own. 

Mr. Arazi reported that u visit had bee='. paid to the French Embassy which 
advised the visiting representatives that three telegrams ,-,ere being sent to the 
French Government, inf onning them of the dangerous situation here. Mr. Arazi al so 
brought to the attention of those present the fact that certain documents he 
possessed requesting the return of the ex-Mufti had the signatures affixed thereto 
of the leaders of the Lebanon, the majority of which were those of Christian 
Lebanese, 
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Dr. Wise reported that a meeting had been arranged with Monsieur "Jonnet for 
five-thirty this afternoon at the Hotel Pierre. Mr. Arazi. Mr. Ja:ffee and 
Profeeaor Pekelis are to accompany Dr. fise. 

LETTllR :rROM DR. SILVER 

Mr. Shapiro read a letter from Dr. Silver, dated April 9, 1946, in which 
Dr• Silver stated he felt that in anticipation of the report whj_ch is to be issued 
by the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, the Council should send a letter to 
the officers of the various national Zionist bodies. requesting them not to is3ue 
any public statements when the report is published until the Emorgency Council has 
had a chance to orient itself and to establish a "line" in harmony with that of 
the Jewish Agency; a letter should also be sent to all the Local Committees of tho 
Emergency Council all over the country to await direction from the Council. 

A general discussion ensued and it was decided to send two separate letters, 
one to the national organizations and one to the Local Emergency Committees. 

ANGLO-.AI.fllRICAN COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY 

In accordance with the latest information as to the progress of the Co~ 
mittee there was a full discussion (on file) as to further stepG to be taken to: 
(1) urge the Committee, in accordance with its Terms of Reference, to make 
reconnnendations for the ultimate political disposition of Palestine, or (2) to 
urge the Committee to deal with ~mmediate necessities and to by-pass the full 
political problems. 

Following the discussion it was a.greed that our representnti ves in Switzer­
land should not be advised of the substance of the debate. 

A motion was made that the Emergency Council should immediately extend an 
invitation to Mr. 6hertok to come to this country following the issuance of the 
Committee report. The motion was seconded and carried, Mr. Gellman dissenting. 

RAl3BI PHILIPS. BERNSTEIN 

Rabbi Philips. Bernstein just returned from London. reported on his visit 
to England. 

Rabbi !ernstein pointed out that Jews need some status in the world today. 
He illustrated his point by describing the opening session of the United Nations 
Refugee Commission in London, where there were twenty odd nations represented, 
and the Jews not having status could not ~articipate in the discussions, 

There is growing wealmee-s of our movement in England. We have very few 
friends, even among the people on whom we thought \·re could depend in years gone 
by. There is developing a growing feeling of resentment against the Jews, as 
Creech-Jones puts it, in relation to the loss of British lives in Palestine, ond 
in relation to the problems that are being created for them. This apparently 
is a genuine thing. We have no friends among the Christians. The Church of 
England follows the government line in matters of this kind D!ld there is no real 
aupport from the Church there. The same is true of the pre~s, which is not 
publishing Zionist letters and Zionist speeches. In response to Dr. Wise's 
question as to whether there were any suggestions that we curtail our bitterness 
against England, Rabbi :Bernstein replied that there were no such suggestions. 
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Rabbi Bernstein stated that his visit to Gennany last week confirmed his 
belief that nothing is worse than reality. The despair of people standing around 
in camps with nothing to do and no place to go is heartbreaking to witness. There 
is no other stand than to be firm Zionists. We should disregard the faot that we 
may be more unpopular and go ahead ,'Ii th our program. 

The London office requests that we be in touch with the State Department, 
requesting that they advise the British not to act on Transjordan until the 
Palestine problem is settled. The State Department should not ratify Transjordan~s independence. 

Meeting adjourned at 2:30 P.M, 

H.L.S. 
NF 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 79 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COI-iUTTEE 

April 15, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Cormnittee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Monday, April 15, at 3: 30 P. 1., at 342 Jladi son 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), Mrs. Samuel w.. Halprin, Professor 
Alexander Pekeli s, Louis Segal, lirs. Hennan Shulman, David t·Tertheim. 

Rabbi Philips. :Bernstein, Jacob Dostrovsky, Dr. Sidney Marks, 
Abraham Tulin. 

Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. :Benjamin 
Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

Dr. Josef Cohn. 

JE't'1I SH REFUGEES A:BOARD VESSEL FEDE 

A full discussion ensued with respect to the type of support which 
Zionists in America should give to the leaders in Palestine carl"Jing on the hunger strike, to the Yishuv and to those aboard the FEDE. The proposal of a supporting hunger strike by leaders in America was argued pro and con and in• the midst of it 1 Mr. Wertheim delivered the message that he had just spoken with his office and they had advised him that the High Commissioner had already been seen and had given his assurance that those aboard the FEDE would be given certificates within a day or too. Following this announc~ment, it wcs the decision of the meeting not to take steps relative to the hunger strike until Thursday, April 18. The decision of the Council then will be based on the action of the Palestine Administration. 

It was agreed that the following cable, containing necessary revisions, be sent to the Yi shuv: 

11 0N BER.ALF OF ZIONISTS OF .AMERICA WE SEN!) YOU THIS EXl'RESSI ON OF 

SOLIDARITY IN YOUR MAGlUFICENT STRUGGLE AGAINST LATEST ACT OF BRUTALITY PER­

PETRATED AGAINST JEW! SH SURVIVORS EUROPE STOP YOUR COURAGEOUS HUNGER STRIKE 

IN SUPPORT HOI-IELESS :REFUGEES ABOARD FEDE AT LA SPEZIA HAS Ai·TAKENED ADMIRATION 

OF US ALL AND HAS HEIGHTENED OUR RESOLVE FIGHT AT YOUR SIDE UNCEA.S! GLY UNTIL 

SUCH TRAGIC INCIDENTS ABE THING OF PAST STOP IT IS BITTEFLY IRONIC SUCH MUST 

:BE MESSAGE OF JEWS TO THEIR BRETHRE r IN EBETzyISRAEL ON THIS PASSOVER EVE STOP 

• BUT IN GREAT TRADITIO OUR FESTIVAL OF FREEDOM ,.TE ''TILL CONTINUE OUR STRUGGLE 

AGAINST TYRANNY .AND OPPRESSION UNTIL FIN.:\L COMPLETE LIBERATION" 

The meeting adjourned at 4:45 P.M. 

S:BR H.L.s. 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 80 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXE0u1TIVE COMMITTEE 

April 18, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Thursday, April: · 18th, at 2:00 P.?., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia :Sublick, Dr. Israel Goldstein, 
Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Professor Aler.ander 
Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Louis Segal, Mrs. Hennan Shulman, Dr. Stephen 
s. Wise. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Jacob Dostrovsky, Eliahu Epstein, Professor Milton 
Handler, I. L. Kenen, Dr. Sidney Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Abrclham Tulin. 

Eliehu Ben-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Dr. Benjamin Shwadran. 

Tuvia Arazi, Col. Bernard Bernstein, Dr. Josef Cohn, Dvora Rothbard, 
Leo Sack. 

HADA$S.A.H 

Dr. 1•fise expressed regret at the fact that his request for a change in 
the hour of this meeting from 4:00 to 2:00 P.H. was responsible for the inability 
of Hadassah 1s representatives to be present at the full proceedings of this 
meeting. He wished it to be recorded that he had made this request without 
knowledge of the fact that it would conflict with Hadassah 1s scheduled National 
Board meeting. 

HARVABD CONFEBENOE ONMIDDLE EASTERN AFFAIRS 

Mr. Ben-Horin presented a brief report on the Harvard Conferenoo on Middle 
Eastern Affairs which took place on April 13th. Approximately 45 people, of whom 
11 were Jews, participated in this conference, the call for which was issued by 
Professor Carl Friedrich. Professor Rappard, Vice-Chairman of the Palestine 
Mandates Commission, was the principal guest of the conference, and gave a fine, 
pro-Zionist address at a special session on fandates with relationship to the 
Trusteeship Council of the United Nations. In all• there were about five 
sessions devoted to such topics as (a) Great Power Conflicts in the 1iddle East, 
(b) League Experiences with the Mandates, (c) question of the future of Turkey, 
Iran, Dardanelles and Russia, (d) Oil and economic interests in the Middle East, 
( e) Trade and Foreign Policy in the l-1iddle East -- with an address by Dean Landi c:-

Mr. Ben-Horin stated that this conference, as a whole, was friendly to the 
Zionist cause. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Mr. Shapiro read the Minutes of the meeting of the special Jina.nee Commi tte­
which took place on Aprl..l 4~h (attached). 

In keeping with the recommendation of this special committee to have a 
committee appointed to serve as a continuing body to examine and supervise the 
financial activities of the Council, Dr. Silver announced the appointment of the 
following people to constitute such a committee: Daniel Frisch - chairman, 
Louis Segal, Rabbi I. H. Kowalsky, and Mrs. A. P. Schoolman. 

The action taken by the special connnittee was approved. 

GILBERT PROPOSAL 

The chairman invited Col. ]ernstein to present the developments in the 
Gilbert plan since the Executive Committee meeting of March 19th~ when Mr. Gilbert 
had submitted his proposal on this p~0ject connected with the JVAo 

Following Col., Bernstein's presentation, there ensued a lengthy discussion 
on the merits of this proposal (on file). 

As a result, it was moved and carried that the committee which was appointed 
to study this proposal, following th.a March 19th meeting ( consisting of Professor 
Handler, Professor Pekeli s, Mrs(/ Halprin and Rabbi ICirshblum) plus Mr. Tulin and 
Mro Epstein, shall be authorized to oarry on negotiations with those i11terested 
and that the Jewish Agency shall be apprised of developments and its optnion 
solicited in this matter. 

"PALESTINE - PROBLEM AND PROMISE" 

Dr. Wise reported that he had been approached by Mr. Blinken of the 
American Palestine Institute with the request that the Council contribute toward 
the deficit of appoximately $21,000 which the Institute had incurred as a result 
of the publicetion of "Palestine - Problem and Promise" by Robert Nathan, Oscar 
Gass and Daniel Creamer. 

It was pointed out that at the meeting of January 30th action had been 
taken by the Executive Committee to the effect that the American Zionist Errergency 
Council purchase 200 copies of this cooli::: and. should so coordinate its distribution 
as to avoid any duplication with other Zionist bodies. 

Uhile it was the feeling that this book ,,ras of inestimable value, it \'las 
the consensus of opinion that the Council was not in a position to allocate the 
large sum of money requested. Following suggestions for promoting the sale of 
this book, it was finally moved and carried that the Finance Committee be asked 
to work out n plan in order to promote the distrl bution of the book among the 
constituent Zionist bodies. 

AC1rIVITIES IN WASHINGTON - REPORT 

Dr. Silver called upon Mr. Leo Sack to present his report on contacts and 
approaches he had made in Washington circles. 

At the conclusion of this report, which was well received, Dr. Silvor 
expressed his thanks to Mr. Sack for a job well done and a report well rendered. 
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AMERICAN PALESTINE CHRISTIAN COMMITTEE 

Dr. Silver ~resented for approval the statement of principles of the 
American Christian Palestine Committee, which is to serve as the constitutional 
basis for the Committee's activity. 

The statement was approved, as read, and ordered to be recorded in the 
Minutes"' (Attached). 

BEN HECHT - AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR A FREE PALESTINE 

Dr~ Silver submitted for consideration the request made by representatives 
of the Jewish Agency that the Council issue a statement to the press denying the 
allegations made by the Repatriation Supervisory Board of the American League for 
a Free Palestine (comprised of Ben Hecht, Will Rogers, Jr. and Louis Bromfield) 
that it was responsible for the emigration of thousands of Jews from Europe to 
Falestineo 

Mr~ Epstein ref erred to the "ad" in the NEW Y01JK TI!fil-5 of April 17th as 
well as to the other statements i.n the press and stated that they- we-re o.esigned 
to create the impression that this group had 'been instrumental in evacuating J~ws 
from Europe to Palestine in ord~r that it might facilitate the collection of fu~ds 
as well as establish pres tig(J f 0r the Bergson Group1..1 Because of these, as well 
as other reasons he enumerated, M:r~ ~stein felt it was e~rnential to takt, the 
necessa::y action to repudiate the misrepresentationsr 

A detailed discussion ensued during which the advisability of issuing a 
statenrn:nt to the press to denounce the contentions of the Ben Recht group, was 
carefully considered. 

A motion made and seconded -- that the Council iasue a statement in effect 
repudiating these people who are collecting money under false pretenses, was 
defeated, 4 to 5. 

LA SP:E1ZIA 

Dr~ Silver stated that he had contacted people in Washington in regard to 
this matter and that a. message had reached him that certificates h e.d been granted. 
to the refugees. 

Dr~ Silver paid tribute to the hunger strikers in Palestine who have given 
us an amazing example of Jewish s:pirit and Jew1f;h t~yalty. Their aat wati an 
exemplary one in m.any ,,rays and sets us a high n;n:-< for evidence of the k::..t~d. of 
st.rengtl1 which we have in the Yishuv and in the J·ewish leaders who took pa:ct in 
the hunger strike. 

It was decided to convene a special luncheon meeting the following day- in 
order to deal with the important unfinished matters on the agenda. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:25 P.H. 

For A. L. 
lk 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. f31 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 19, 1946 

A special luncheon meeting of the Executive Committee of the American 
Zionist Emergency Council was held on Friday, April 19, at 11:30 A.M. at 342 
Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PBESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia. Bublick, Urs. Moses P. Epstei"" 
Leon Gellman, Dr .. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Louis Lipsky, 
Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Mrs. Hennan Shulman, 

..... Dr. Stephen S. Wise. 

Dr. I. B. Berkson, Daniel Frisch, Professor Milton Hendler, Dr. Sidney 
Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Abraham Tulin. 

Eliahu l3en-Horin, Arnold K. Isreeli, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Dr. Benjamin Shwadran. 

Col. Bernard Bernstein. Dr. Josef Cohn, Richard Gilbert, Leo Sack, 
Max Swirin. 

Dr. Silver expressed to Mrs. Pool the gratitude of the members of the 
Executive Committee for the lovely ~assover repast which she had provided. 

GILBERT l?ROPOSAL 

Following Professor Handlerts presentation of the report of the sub­
committee appointed to study this project, a lengthy discussion ensued (on file) 
on the various aspects of the proposal, in which Mr., Gilbert and Mr. Swirln 
participated. 

As a result of the discussion, it was moved and carried that this body 
talce no action on this proposal until it learns the contents of the report of 
the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry and that in the meantime our friends 
be advised to continue exploring the problem without commitments of any kind. 

TRANSJOBD.AN 

l'rofessor Handl'er, chairman of the legal committee, appointed in accord­
ance with the action taken at the meeting of April 1st, submitted his report. 

He stated that the committee, after having examined all the pertinent 
documents on the subject as well as the documents already submitted to the 
State Department and the British Colonial Office, was of the opinion ·chat all 
major legal points have been taken into consideration. This committee will, 
in due course, present for the approval of the Executive Committee a supple­
mentary memorandum which it believes should be submitted to the State Department. 
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DR. ZUCKEB. 1S PLAN FOR A PROVISION.AL JE'v'tISH STATE 

Mr. Tulin reported on behalf of the sub-corranittee which was appointed to 
stucy Dr. Zucker 1s plan for a Frovisional Jewish State. 

Dr. Zucker and three of his associates had been invited to the second 
meeting of the sub,.comnittee in order that they might expla.in the proposal more 
fully. As a result of a friendly and frank discussion of the plan, Dr. Zucker 
agreed: 1. That he would not proceed further with this project; 2. that he ·would 
refrain from further advertising; 3. thut in view of the forthcoming World Zionist 
Congress, this is a matter which mey be considered at that time. 

u. N • CONTACTS 

Dr. Silver called attention to the fact that to date the Jewish Agency had 
not met with our representatives to discuss the best ways of cultivating the 
visiting U. N. delegates in America♦ in accordance with the decision taken at 
our meeting of April 1st. 

At the suggestion of Dr, Wise and Mr .• Lipsky, it was agreed thnt Dr. Silver 1 

Dr. Wise and Mr. Lipsky convene a. □aeting of the Jewish Agency to discuss this 
matter with the view to submitting a report at the next neeting, if possible. 

ANGLC-AMERiaAN COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY - BEACTIOU TO REPOM 

In order to have a unified statement of reaction by Zionist leaders to the 
forthconing report of the Anglo--American Committee of Inquiry, it was decided to 
ask the members of the Jewish Agency Executive in .America to send a cable to the 
Jewish Agency Executive in London and in :Palestine asking then not to, issue any 
public statement of reaction to the report of the Cor.inittee before comnunicating 
with the American menbers of the Jewish Agency. 

For A.L. 
lk 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 82 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

April 25. 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held Thursda3, April 25th, at 2:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia :Bublick, Mrs. Hoses P. Epstein, 
Leon Gellman, Dr. Israel Goldstein, Mrs. Samuel u. Halprin, Rabbi Hax Kirshblum, 
Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Frof. Alexander Pekelis, Judge Morris Rothenberg, 
Louis Segal, Mrs. Herman Shulman, Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

Jacob Dostrovsk:y, Daniel Frisch, Isaiah L. Kenen, Rabbi Joseph H. Lookst ein, 
Abraham Tulin. 

Dr. Benja~in Akzin, Dr, I. B. Berkson, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arnold X. Iereeli, 
Harold P, Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. :Benjamin Shwadran. 

Dr. Josef Cohn, Yale Goldberg, Rabbi Irving Miller, Miss Dvora Rothbard. 

Dr. Silver opened the meeting, stating that the session was called under 
the assumption that by this time we might have more authoritative news on the 
contents of the Anglo-American Report. He regretted that as of the moment 
further infonnation was not available. It was hoped, he stated, that the 
American members of the Committee would have returned by this time, but as yet 
none had arrived, except Judge Hutcheson who keeps himself incommunicado. 

Dr. Silver had word from Paris that Mr. 13en-Gurion had requested that he 
(Dr. Silver) telephone him there. Because of communication disturbances, 
Dr. Silver had been unable to complete the call, As soon as the call is com­
pleted, Dr. Silver will communicate any pertinent information to the members of 
the Executive Committee. 

CABLE FROM MR. SHERTOK 

Dr. Silver stated that at the last meeting of this body it had been 
decided that a cable should be sent by the American members of the Jewish Agency 
to members of the Jewish Agency Executive in London and in Palestine, requesting 
that comment be withheld by the Exe cu ti ve of the Je\'1i sh Agency on the Report 
when it is issued until we should have an opportunity to be consulted with regard 
to 1 ts contents. The following cable was received from Mr. Shertok in :-reply, 
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"PUBLIC OOMI.mfr BY EXECUTIVE OR INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS ANi''1'1HERE IS 

INCONCEIVABLE :BEFORE OFFIOIAL PUBLICATION ~·THICH MAY TAKE TIME STOP 

MEANWHILE WITHIN t,'IEEK ARTHUR WILL BEFORT ENABLING YOU CA13LE LONDON 

YOUR BE.ACTION WHICH THEY WILL RELAY JERUSALEM STOP YOUR DIRECT 

CA13LING JERUSALEM INADVIS.AJ3LE STOP ONCE REPORT PUBLISHED EXECUTIVE 

JERUSALEM MUST :REACT IMMEDIATELY STOP PAST EXPERIENCE PROVES PRIOR 

CONSULTATION SUCH OCCASIONS IMPRACTIOAm,E AS AUTHORITATIVE COivOOm 

CANNOT ml DELAYED STOP SH.ALL CONSULT B'ENGUIUOil PARIS TUESDAY CABLE 

AGAIN 
SHERTOK" 

EXPORT-OOORT ~ 

Dr. Silver informed the meeting that the members of the committee apPointed 
to investigate the question of a loan from the Export-Import Bank are exploring 
the situation further and are in the process of drafting sample legislation which 
may a:pply to this matter. This is in line with the decision and the discussion 
on this subject at the last meeting. 

Mrs. Halprin stated that, from newspaper reports, it seemed that the Jewish 
Agency was in the process of considering future large-scale development schemes. 
Such being the case, she felt it would be advisable to proceed with the loan 
proposal. 

Mr. Tulin pointed out that during the discussioh of. the committee deali.ng 
with the plan that he had expressed the views that it might be inadvisable for 
them to proceed prior to the issuance of the Anglo-American Report, as the re­
commendations of the Report might malre it necessary for us to seek other terms. 

Dr. Silver stated that Mr. Tulin's point of view was in agreement with the 
committee 1s resolution on the subject and that the Council would take no action 
on the matter until after the Report is received. 

Professor Pekelis called attention to the letter of Secretary of State 
:Byrnes to Senator Myers on the matter of Transjordan, with which a s~b-committee 
is dealing. The significance of the letter lies, not in what it s~s regarding 
the position of the United States with respect to Transjordan, but in the general 
interpretation of America's position with regard to Palestine and to all mandated 
territories. We must make representation to the State Department in order not 
to permit the theory to prevail that the United States has no jurisdiction with 
reference to Palestine because it was not a member of the League of Nations. If 
the point of view as expressed in the letter to Senator Myers prevails, it will 
create a situation which would be injurious to our movement. The position of 
Secretary Byrnes is untenable and can be contra.dieted with official State Depart­
ment documents., The LeB&"Ue of Nations has officially taken cognizance of the 
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stipulation between the United Sta.tee and Great Britain, to wit the following 
agreement between Great Britain and the United States which was published in the 
official journal of the League of Nations in 1932: 

"The principle remains established that the approval of the United 
States is essential to the validity of any determination which may 
be reached regarding mandated territory." 

This agreement between G~eat Britain and the United States is now being repudiated 
by Secretary Byrnes. 

In response to a statement that this particular position had not been in­
vented by Secretary Byrnes, Professor Pekelis agreed that that was true. Ro,·rever, 
Secretary Byrnes has been particularly explicit about that position, and it makes 
no difference as to who first adopted the position. No Secretary of St ate has 
the right to waive the rights and privileges which belong to the Government and 
to the people of the United States. The waiver could not be made by a letter of 
Secretar.r Byrnes, but by another international agreement. lJhat is actually being 
done is the waiving of technioal sovereignty. 

Mr. Tulin interjected the remark that the statement Professor Pekelis had 
reference to was the one made with regard to the termination of the Iraqi Mandate. 

Professor Pekelis felt it referred to all mandated territory. With respect 
to Transjordan the agreement is even more explicit and it applies "to the East as 
well as the West of the River Jordan." The issue is not so much the right of the 
Secretary of State to waive the sovereignty of the United States. That point 
could be raised in Congress which has real power with reference to violation of 
relations of the United States. This body should be aware of the necessity to 
file a protest and perhaps initiate congressional action. 

Dr. Silver stated that we have a committee appointed on this subject, to 
which committee the letter of Secretary Byrnes had been referred this morning. 
As soon a.s the committee's report is received, we will be ready to take action. 
Action should be taken and not be too lomg del~ed. 

MR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 

Mr. Neumann, who had been re~uested to go to Palestine (where he had spent 
five weeks) to be of assistance to our people there in connection with the hear­
ings of the .Anglo-American Committee of Inq_ttiry in Palestine and also to represent 
us in various activities in which he might be helpful. reported in detail on his 
visit there (report on file). 

ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE REPORT 

Dr. Silver stated that should the Committee report be published today or 
tomorrow morning, a meeting of the Executive Committee would be held at noon 
tomorrow; otherwise, a special meeting will be called for the early part of next 
week. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:50 P. M. 

nf 



COlTFIDENTIAL NO. 30 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD MAY 9 • 1946 

A meeting of the American Z5..onist Emergency Council was held Thurncln;~, 
May 9, nt 9:00 PQM., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel (presiding), Miss Juliet Ne Benjamin, Gedaliu Ilublick, 
Mrs. Cho.va Cohen, Mrs. Moses P. Eystein, Jacob Fishman, Mrs. J3enj ru:1in Go t tesl'!lan, 
Mrs. Sanuel Ws Halprin, Isaiah L, Kcnen, Dr, Judith Lieberman, Louis Lip~k:y, 
Dr. Sidney Marks, Emanuel l eumann, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, J'udge Bernard A. 
Rosenblatt, Hiss Dvora Rothbard, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Mrs • .t. P. SchoolmD.n, 
Rc,bert Szold, Numo. Torczyner, } .. braham Tulin, David Wertheim, Rabbi Siclney­
Znmbrowsky. 

Dr. Nehum Goldmann, Meyer ~-r. Ueisgal. 

Dr. Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. I s rceli, 
William Kaufmnn, Arthur Lourie, Hr .. rold F. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Dr. enjamin 
Shwadran, Harry Steinberg, Abraham Tuvim. 

E. ]arbarash, Dr. S. Bernstein, Sinon Federbush, Mendel Ficher, Ed,·m.rd 
Gelber, Paul Goldman, Sannel Kirstein, Miss Jeannett.e Leibel, Dr. Ludwig 
Lewisohn, Dr. M. L. Perlzweig, Mrs. A. Roginslcy, Leo Sack, Willi an z. Spie olr.irin, 
Dr. Arieh Tartokower, Zornch Warhaftig, Yona Yanai. 

ANGLO-AMERI CJ\N COl~ITTEE OF INQ,UIRY 

Mr. Arthur Lourie and Mr. Gerold Frank who had followed th0 Anglo-Anericnn 
Connitteo of Inquiry throughout its proceedings in the various countries ,-,hich it 
h -d vi.sit ed, (the latter as correspondent for the 0verseo.rs News A6 cncy), eEch 
gave detniled reports on their experiences. (Report9on file). 

Dr. Silver expressed the gratitude of this body for the services which 
Mr. Lourie a,id Mr. Frnnk had rendered, He added that the news eman~tint; fron 
Palestine and Cairo since the publication of the Report had been heavily weighted 
on the Arab side and that it might be necessary soon to ask Mr. Frank to return 
to the Middle East. 

Dr. l~ahum Goldmann who had also been in Palestine and in Switzerland at 
the time of the meetings of the Committee of Inquiry comr.1ented on the character 
of the Report which he described as at best a very poor statement of non-Zionism. 
At the same time he emphasized the importance of the recomnendation ,,,i th regard 
to the immediate immigration of the 100.000. It was at this mcment more ir,1portc~·~t 
to follow .up this recommendation than to devote our attention to the remainder 
of the Report, not only because we may have an opportunity to s~vc these lives, 
but c1.lso because it would strengthen our position in Palestine. 'i'his will rcqu.iro 
tremendous presm1re ou the American Government and the President in ~articular. 
As reg2.ro. the longer term objectives, t·e have to realize that we havo practicnlly 
no sup:por-~ far the es·i;ablishment of Palestine to dey as a Jet·ri sh State and we ahnll 
be face~ verJ soon with the question of a trusteeship over Palestine to succeed 
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the Mandate. thquestionably if we insist on an undivided Palestine there con be 
no alternative to a trusteeship - a trusteeship which will be a hundred times 
worse than the old mm1dr,te. The alternative is to be ready to make territorin.l 
concessions. Dr. Goldmann analyzed the situ~tion of the Jews of Europe as it 
was developing todoy, and also referred to the posittcn of Zionism within the 
Anglo-American orbit. Zionism would have to re ach some decisi0n, one way or 
another, in the very near future on these major issues. (Full text of Dr. 
Goldmann's statement on file), 

Dr. Silver thanked Dr. Goldmann for his political anP.J.ysis of the situa­
tion and stated that the time remaining should be used for a concrete discussion 
as to how to carry on our \\Tork f rem here. Action had to be t aken by we:y of 
rallying American public opinion. We had to consider how to cJrry on our politi­
cal activities in this com1try. There was also the possibility that our cane 
may come before the UN very soon. and we should prepare ourselves accord:1,ngly. 

In response to a q_uestton raised with regard to d.evelopments since tho 
Report had been issued, Dr. Stlver reported on the circunstances at t ending the 
issuance by the President of his statement supporting the recomnendation of the 
Committee in regard. to the 100 ,COO. and on subsequent develor.ments. The Emer­
gency Council had sent word to all our people throuehout the country asking that 
wires and letters be sent to the White House asking tha.t speedy act i on be t aken 
and. thnt there be no deley. A national Conference of our Community Contacts 
Cho.irmen is to be held in Washington within two weeks, at which time we will be 
able to inform our people of what is· going on. We have been inform0d that the 
State Department may be inviting re:presenta.tives of Jewish organizati ons to meet 
with it before long to cal"ry on the 11 consultations" which it had indicated would 
be undertaken at the time of th0 piblication of the Rooscvelt-Ibn-Saud corres­
pondence. 

Referring to the matter of the transportation of the 100,0GO, Dr. Silver 
expressed the view, \vhich was shared by the other members of the Agency herei 
that it was to be hoped that this would be undertaken by the United Stat es .Army 
and UNBBA and that it would be unfortunate if individual. organizations a t this 
time thrust themselves forward with offers, for various publicity campaign pur­
l)Osas, to handle and finance the undertaking. Such off' ers cou..1.d only serve to 
produce confusion in Washington on the subject. As f ar as some of the mat t ers 
raised by Dr. Goldm t:i.nn are concerned, we will have to wait until the Chairman 
of the Executive arrives here. 

Mr. Neumann was of the opinion that the questi on of the trusteeship would 
not be settled very q_uickly, and felt that it would be a great mistake on our 
part to ignore at the present time the implicntions of the long-r311ge rer.ommenda­
tions. 1·:e must fight for the positive part of the Report, but we must also fig..'1-it 
against the negative aspects. Our immediate task is to seek to have the AmericDn 
Government implement the 100,000 recollll!lendation. A clear stat ement on the Report 
with regard both to its positive and its negative aspects should be issued, to 
serve as a guide in the fu.ture for our Zionists throughout the country. 

Judge Rosenblatt urged the need for political action to implemont the 
positive recommendations of the Committee without deley. 

Mro Sack felt that the Na.ti onal Conference in Washington of all Chairmen 
was a very important step. 
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Mr. Tulin agreed with Mr. Neumann that it is very important thot we ex~rt 
all the pressure possible to get the positive recommendations adopted, and tho.t 
we should malce a very clear record of our opr csition to the negative aspects. At 
the sF.lffie time he drew at ten ti on to the pos si bili ty that we may be faced even t u.ally 
with the acceptance of the Report as a unit or not at all. Dr. Silver said th(t 
while h0 knew what his answer would be, this was a matter for the Agency to decide 
as andlb.en the issue arcGe. Following comr,rnnts by !fro Szold, Mrs. Schoolmnn , Ru,bbi 
Zambrowsky, Judge Rothenberg and Mr. Heumann, Dr. Silver said that it will be 
necessary for us to get Christian sentiment to express itself :tn behalf of the 
early movement of the 100,000 and we are worldng toward that end. A Christian 
Conference is being held in Baltimore next week which will be very useful. 

WOBLD ZIONIST CONGRESS 

In response to a q_ueGtion as to whether the Zionist Congress will be held 
in PaJ.estine, Dr. Silver stated that at the moment tho Congress is scl1eculed to 
convene in Palestine. Ho"rever, there had been considerable discussions regn rding 
the postponement of the Congress, and the Cnnadian Zionists have passed a Resolu­
tion asking for its J)ostponement. The Zionist Organizatlon of America, some weeks 
ago, passed a Resolution asldng for the Congress to meet in the United Sta·: es. 
There may be further discussion when Mr. Ben-Gu,rion arrives here. 

Meeting adjourned ~.t 11: 45 P. M. 

A. L. 



'\t CONFIDENTIAL NO. 86 

AMERICAN ZIONIST ll1ERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

May 13, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Mond~, Ma_y 13, a.t 3:00 P. M., a.t 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver {presiding), Gedalia l3ublick, Leon Gellman, 
Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Rabbi Irving 
Miller, Professor Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, Judge Morris 
Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. 
Wise. 

David l3en-Gurion, Rabbi Leon I. Feuer• Daniel Frisch, Dr. Nahum Goldmann, 
Professor Milton Handler, Siegfried Hoofien, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 
Abraham Tuli n. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, Jacob Dostrovsky, Eliahu Epstein, Mendel Fisher, 
Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Isaiah L. Kenen, Arthur Lourie, Marvin Lowenthal, 
Harold P, Maneon, Sidney Marks, Mrs, Mina Rogers, Leo Sack, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Dr. :Benjamin Shwadran, Meyer w. \'leisgal. 

Rabbi Jesse Schwartz, S. J. Zacks. 

EGYPTIAN TRANSIT VISAS 

Mr. Shapiro reported that we are world.ng in conjunction with the Americen 
Jewish Conference. All the necessary material has been assembled and will be 
ma.de public at a Press Conference being held on Wednesday-, May 15, at which 
Dr. Israel Goldst·ein wi11 preside. A press release is being prepared at this 
time. 

Mr. Weisgal presented an additional report on the latest developments. 
The State Department again took up the question of visas with the Egyptians, and 
the Egyptian Legation in Washington finally agreed to issue these visas provided 
the people wotild have return passage to New York.. Some of them did not actually 
have return passage, and only those who did were permitted to obtain vtsas. 
But that did not solve the problem at all and Mr. Henderson was so informed. 
He was advised that the only way to effectuate this matter for the present trip 
was the issue.nee of an order directing that the ship go to Haifa instead of to 
Alexandria, rather than not permitting these people aboard the ship. The ship 
was supposed to leave on Satu.rdq, at two o'clock, D.S.T., and after a conference 
between the War Department and the War Shipping ~oard on Saturd,q an order was 
issued that the ship should dock in Haifa -- go directly from Naples to Haifa. -­
and then make 1 ts call in Alexandria. While this took care of the people who 
already had visas, it did not help in the case of the Chalutzim as time was 
required to get into contact with them and the ship was due to sail. The ship 
was in fact detained for a number of hours. The Captain and the Army people 
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aboard were veey cooperative and efforts were made to contact the Chalutzim and 
the others in the hope that they would be able to board the ship in time. When 
the American Export Line was infonned of this decision, they took a very un­
friendly and unhelpful attitude and actually sent away the immigration authorities 
without whose assistance the people could not get on board. So these poor 
people, ·after being informed that everything was in order, had to return to 
their homes, with the exception of one who had arrived there early. A veey 
strong telegram was sent to Mr. Henderson, thanking him for his intervention, 
and informing him of the &tti tude of the American Export Line. He ·was also 
requested to permit us to mbmit a full report in regard to the action taken 
by the .American Export Line in view of the fact that the Line is running this 
ship under Government direction. 

Mr. Weisgal felt that whatever else we do from this point on, the impor­
tant thing to bear in mind 1 s that a precedent has been set with regard to the 
ship going directly to Haifa. There are also planes that are going to the Near 
East and they too can stop in Haifa, There is no reason why Jews should be 
subjected to such indignities as they encounter in the Port of Alexandria. As 
a matter of fact. the Captain of the ship had shown Mr. Weisgal a letter in 
which he had protested to the American Government with regard to the outrageous 
treatment the Jews were subjected to there. 

Mrs. Halprin felt that the fact that the ship is pennitted to go to Haifa 
directly does not meet the Crtl% of the situation. The Egyptians should be com­
pelled to issue viaae to us as .American citizens. 

Dr. Silver stated that official representations will be made to the State 
Department, and that all the facts submitted by Mr. Wei sgal will be turned over 
to the Committee to be made public on Wednesday, The press will be glad to 
obtain all the available data. The State De-partment, War Department and the 
War Shipping Board were to be commended for their action, 

MR. DAVID :BEN-GURION 

Dr. Silver introduced Mr. Ben-Gu.ri on, the Chairman of the Executive of 
the Jewish Agency, who arrived in this country on Friday for a brief visit. 
Mr, :Ben .. Gurion analyzed the Report of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
(on file). It is necessary that we do everything in our ~ower quickly to see 
that the recommendation for the 100,000 immigration is immediately implemented. 
If this recommendation is not carried out at once then it will be lost. At the 
same time, we mu.st not forget that we will have to fight the negative part of 
the Report. When were faced with this Report, we consulted our colleagues as 
far as we could, we spoke to Dr. Silver and others, and we crune to the conclusion 
that for the time being, before there is a decision by the Government, t-1e should 
refrain from either condemning or approving the Report as a whole and this is 
what we did. At the same time the statement of the Jewish Agency pointed out 
the positive side of the Report and also the main negative aspects and emphasized 
that there is only one solution. It is wise that we follow this line until a 
decision is made. !ut when the decision will be made or we are asked "do you 
subscribe to the entire Report'?" then we will have to give a very clear answer. 
Aa rege.rds _the implementation of the recommendation with regard to the 100,000, a 
great deal depends on America. We are al.so counting on the support of some 
people in England, but everything possible must now be done here. 

Dr. Silver expreseed~he thanks of the body to Mr. ]en--Gurion for his 
report. There are certain steps whi eh have alrea.~ been taken.,. 't'te have called 
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a National Conference of all the leaders throughout the ~ountry in w·ashington, 
on Thursdq, May 23, and we expect to have a great number of people from coast 
to coast in attendance. Telegrams were sent to the White House from all over the 
Uni ied States in the last we eke We have asked our Chai :nnen and the hundreds of 
com.~tmities in America to get leading men to wire and to write to the President 
urging him not to delay action in the implementation of the 100,000 immigration. 
There will be a Regional Christian Conference in Baltimore tomorrow, at which time 
Mr. Sumner Welles will submit a very important statement on this matter. The 
question is whether the time has now arrived for large-sea.le public action of a 
demonstrative character. We have been planning a series of impressive advertise­
ments in the public press - shall we itart :Pushing them now or shall we wait a 
little while until we know more definitely who.tour Goverrment plans to do? If we 
do start a major attack, such activities ought simultaneously to be started in 
London and .tn the camps of the DP 1s, so that it is a world-wide action on behalf 
of the 100.000. Not enough is being done in England and if the Jews o~America 
are to be asked to do their best,at the same time. England's Jews should get into 
motion far more effectively than in the past. 

Mr. Ben-Ourion felt that tho question of timing was very important. It 
will be necessary for us to issue a very strong criticism of the Report as a whole, 
but we must delay that until we have done everything possible for the recormnena.a.­
tion in regard to the 100,000. The Jews in Europe will do what they can - they 
are on the march. The issue will depend on the State Department and the President. 

In reply to a request by Mrs. Schoolman for clarification of the present 
Zionist line, Dr. Silver stated that our position had been clearly defined in the 
official statement of this body, over the signatures of the Joint Chairmen and 
with the authorization of the Council. The Report contains two elements which 
have different timing, an element which concerns the transference of the 100,000. 
if possible in 1946, and the element which concems lon€"-range politlcnl policies 
and which the President said require study and -would be taken under advisement. 
We have said practically the sane. While there are elements in the Report of 
which we cannot approve and which we can never accept. nevertheless there are 
positive elements of an imr.iediate character which we can accept and we are there­
fore delqing future connent. That is a very clear line and until we have found 
reason to ohange that line, that is the one we will follow~ 

Meeting adjourned at 5tl0 P.M. 
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HEATI~UARTERS UNITED STATES FORCES IN AUSTRIA 
Office of The Commanding General 

A.P.O. No. 777. U.S. Anny 

Mr. Moshe Shertok 
83, Avenue de la Grande Annee 
Paris - XVI , France 

Dear Mro Shertok, 

Vienna, Aunt ri a 
14 May 1946 

It was a real :pleasure to receive your letter of April 27th, and I want 
you to know how much I appreciated the kJ.nd s entiments which you expressed for 
the assistance ,·,hich we gave to the Jewish :Brigade Group in Italy , and wh i ch ~,e 
are continuing to give to the Jewish Displaced Persons and refugees in Austria. 

I shall always recall the gallantry of the Je •Tish BrigA.de during our 
Italian campaigning. I share your pride in that unit, and your knot·rledge that 
its contribution to our final victory in the Mediterranean was hailed by all of 
the United Nations. 

Here in Austria, we are doing all to improve the situation of the Je,,,i sh 
people, providing direct relief to those that suffered the most, and as sisting 
the .American Joint Distribution Committee and the Israelitische Kultusgemeinde 
in helping those Jevrs in the greatest need today . Those persons, as you know, 
who were confined to concentration camps for six months or more, and those who 
received only one-half a food ration under the Nazi occupation, policy ar e r or. oiv­
ing sp0cial consideration. 

Furthermore, we are over alert to see that laws which might discriminate 
against any group of persons are not tolerated by the Austrian Government. 

Judge Simon H. Rifkind, Ad.visor to the Theatre Connnander on Jewish Affairs, 
visited Austria several months ago and commented favourably on the situation of 
the Jewish persons hereo We were pleased to have his observations and suggestions, 
and it was reassuring to lmow that he wan gratified with our efforts and with the 
results which they have been producing. 

I appreciate your ld.nd invitation to visit Palestine, and I sincerely trust 
that the future will bring me an o:pportuni ty to make such a visit~ 

~lease accept my best wishes for your continued health and success. 

Sincerely, 

( Signed) MARK W. CLARK 
General, U-oS.A., 

Commanding 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MIN'OTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

June 7, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council was held on Friday, June 7, at 2:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 

New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding)• Gedalia :Sublick, Rabbi Hax Kirshblum, 

Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Alexander Pekelis, David Wertheim. 

I. B. Berkson, Philip Cruse, Daniel Frisch, Nahum Goldmann, Moshe Shapiro, 

Abraham Tulin. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Isaiah L. Kenen, Arthur 

Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

LIAISON :BETWEEN JEWISH AGENCY AND El4ERGENCY COUNCIL~ WASHINGTON 

Dr. Goldmann made a statement with reference to the d.ifficul ties t·1hich, it 

had been suggested at the previous meeting, had arisen in connection t·ri th over­

lapping activities of the Jewish Agency and the Emergency Council in l·lushington 

( statement on file). 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN BEGA.RD TO THE 100,000 RECOMMENDATION 

It was reported that the :Sri ti sh Government had submi ttcd a questionnaire 

to the State Department dealing with the recommendations of the Committee of 

In~'\11:ry, and had requested that a delegation from the Department meet with 

officials of the British Government to discuss the matter. Apparently the 

American Government had indicated that it is not yet ready to discuss the entire 

Report, but feels that the implementation of the 100,000 recommendation should 

be effected at once. In this connection, the President had indicated yesterdey 

at his Press Conference that the American Government is prepared to assume its 

part of the moral and financial responsibility for the transfer to and settl&­

ment in Palestine of the 100,000, From a telephone conversation with repre­

sentat 1 ves of the Jewish Agency in London 1 t appeared that the :Sri ti sh have not 

completely dropped the matter of the disanning of the Haganah, but depending on 

the .American attitude, there is still hope that it mey not be made a condition 

precedent. 

In response to a question, it was reported further that our information 

to date is that the British Government has not officially asked for American 

military aid. There is some hint of the fact that the British Government has 

prepared a draft document to replace the Mandate, but we were without knowledge 

of its contents. 
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JOINT TELEGRAM TO PBESIDENT TRUMAN 

Mr. Kenen reported that Dr. Isadore Lubin had come to his office with the 
proposal that the American Jewish Conference, the American Zionist Emergency 
Council and the American Jewish Committee send a joint telegram to the President 
in connection with the request of the State Department for comment on the Report 
of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. Dr. Lubin felt that it was important 
at the present time to have a joint statement from the three organizations in 
order to impress upon the President the unanimity of Jewish opinion with regard 
to this recommendation. After a discussion with Dr. Silver, it was decided that 
a meeting of the Emergency Council be called to \ake an official position on the 
matter. 

A general discussion ensued, with the following members participating: 
Dr. Akzin, Mr. :Bubli ck, Mr. Cru.so, Mr. Fri sch, Mr. Ken en, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Lourie, 
Mr. Manson, Dr. Neumann, Dr. Pekelis, Mr. Tulin, Mr. Wertheim and Dr. Wise. 

Emphasis was placed on the constitutional difficulties involved in placing 
on a par ,"1th the Ocnference an organization which had chosen to secede from that 
body. Also it was thought by a number of those participating that no effective 
purpose would be served by such a telegram. Others urged the importance of a 
public manifestation of Jewish unanimity on the issue of the 100,000. It ,vas 
finally decided that separate telegrams - to be differently worded, but of 
similar content - be sent to the President from each of the three organizations 
(i.e. the American Zionist Emergency Council, the American Jewish Conference and 
the American Jewish Committee). 

Meeting adjourned at 3:40 P.H. 



... 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MFJ.YrING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

A apecial meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Tuesday, Juno 11, at 4100 P.M •• at 342 Madison 
Avonuc, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Rillol Silver (presiding), Godalia Eubliok, Philip Crusoi Mrs. 
Moses P. Epstein, Mrs. :Sen·jamin Gottesman, Rabbi Max K1rshblum0 Judge Louis i. 
Levinthal, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Alexander Pekolis 1 Mrs" D,1vi1 do 
Sola Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, Da."1id Worthoim, Dr. 
Stephens. Wise. 

Jacob Robinoon, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Abraham Tulin. 

Tuvia Arazi, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreoli, Arthur 
Lourie, Marvin Lowenthal, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, :Benjamin Shwadran, 
Abraham Tuvim. 

Dr. Silver stated thnt this meeting had boen called since it was felt 
necessary to discuss a plan of action 1n connection with tho recent develop,­
ments regarding the ex-Uufti of Jerusalem and the Cabinet Commi ttoe on 
Palestine and Rolatod Problems appointed by tho Prosident. 

EX-MUFTI 

Mr. Lourie roportod that on March 221 1946, we had been informed by tho 
Stato Department that in reply to our momorandum to them of December 13, 1945, 
regarding the ex-Mufti, they had sent a copy of the memorandum to the United 
States Commissioner on tho United Nations War Crimes Commission in London. 
They had boon advised by the Commissianer'tm.t no charges had boen filed by any 
governrnent against the Mufti with tho Commission; as the alleged crimes of tho 
Mufti did not affect American nationals diroctly it would be contrary to tho 
practice of the United States Government to take action in tho matter, Wo a.ro 
at present preparing another memorandum based on new evidence regarding the 
Mufti's co-responsibility with the Nazis for the extermination policy. Dr. 
Robinson has prepared a note on tho . .legal position with regard to such 3Il. indict­
ment, from which it appoars that our Government is ontitlod to a.nd should talte 
action on the basis that the Mufti was a major war criminal and not a minor 
war criminal in the sense of tho Moscow Declaration of October 30, 1943 and 
that his activities did not fall solely under tho category of war crimes in a 
technical sense, but encompassod crimes against humanity. A Declaration should 
be eubmi tted placing responsibility for the l~ufti I s "escape" on tho British 
and French Govornments~ urging that the whole test and sincerity in the matter 
hinges upon the a.eti on ta.lten with rogard to tho hundred thousc.nd. Now evidence 
with regard to the co-responsibility of the Mufti for the extermination policy 
had already boen published in the press. 

A telegram on the same subject, dated June 11, from Mr. ]artley c. Crum 
to the State Department regarding the Mufti was read (on file). 

It wae decided that, should our finances permit, the Crum telegram be 
printed as an advertisement in various newspapers. 

(more) 
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Mr. Arazi also urged that a Declaration should bo issued and felt it 
should bo prepn.red along the follo~dng lines: (n) although Groat Britain 
and France were well aware of the fact that the Mufti was one of those re­
sponsible for the Nazi extermination policy of Europoan Jows, they chose to 
do nothing nbout the matter - by permitting tho Mufti to return to the Nem-
Enst the ad.mission of the hundred thousand was prejudiced; (b) documents attes­
ting to the Mufti's guilt, and which are now in the ho.;id.e of tho Allies, should 
bo made public; (c) tho United States Government should ask for the extradi­
tion of the Mufti in order that ho may be put on trial. 

It was decided that a committee of threo lawyers, togethor with Mr, Arezi, 
Mr• Lourio and Dr• Robinson, prepare a now memoro.ndum calling for the indict­
ment of the Mufti, to be sent to tho Stato Dopartment: also thnt considorntion 
be givon to tho proposal for a public statement. 

CAl3INET COMMITTEE ON PALESTIID1 AND RELATED PROBLEMS. 

Dr. Silvor read tho following statement issued by the President today: 

"In view of tho urgency of various problems relating to the displaced Jows 
in Europe and Palestine, I ao appointing, under tho Cr.nirmanship of tho Secre­
tary of Sta.to, a Cabinet Comr.11.ttee on Palestine and Relntod Problems, coPposed 
of tho Socrctarics of State, War and Treasury. The Committee will bo cho.rged 

with assisting mo in formulating and implementing such policy with regards to 
Palestine and rola.tod_problems as may be adopted by this governnent. An execu­
tive order will bo issued outlining the functions and authority of the Commit­
tee in further detnile 

"'lho Gar:mittoo will bo authorized to negotiate with tho British Government 
and with other foreign governments and ~o maintain contact with private organi­
zations relating to the various matters arising out of the recommendations of 
the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. 

"It is r!f'/ honost hope that tho Cabinet Committee will be ablo to under­
take its earnest task at the earliest possible :comcnt. 11 

Following is the statement issued by the State Depnrtment today: 

"With reference to the esto.blishment by the President of a specinl C~binot 
Comraittoe on Palestine and Related Problo~s, I have appointed Mr. Henry F. Grady 
as my alternate on the Comt1ittoo with tho personal rank of Ambassador, Mre 
Grady was recently head of the Ar.lerican Section of tho Allied .ft ssion to observe 
tho elections in Greoce and has previously served as A.ssistnnt Secretary of 
State and on economic oissions 1n the Far East and to Indio.." 

Dr. Silver stated that it has beon leo.rnt that the technical Corunittoe 
going to London will, in all probability, includo Mr. Cra~er, who is the Assis­
tant to Genornl Hildring for tho Stnto Departr.iont, Colonel Lewis for the War 
Department and Mr. Evan Wilson, of the Palestine desk in tho Near Fast Division, 
It is understood that Mr. Grady will remain in this country and will act as co­
ordinator in all theso mat tors. Judging froo tho President 1s own statoment 
there has now boon created an inportant instruuontality of our Govorililont to 
handle tho ontiro problen. It is not known, however, whether tho Comr.littoo will 
restrict its activities to the hundred thousand recomoondntion or whether it 
will consider tho Anglo-American Comittoo Report as a whole. 

(uore) 
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It is too soon to lmow what tho implications are for us, but we ~re facing 
~ new situation. Since the next few weeks will be critical we nust do every­
thing possible to bring home to poople the urgency of tho issues at stake. 

A motion was made and carried that if possible an Aooricnn Zionist be sent 
to London to boon hand during the negotiations between tho Anorican and :British 
representatives. 

LEAGUE FOR PEACE WITH JUSTICE IN PALESTINE. 

It was decided that the prograo of action put forth by 1~. Arazi with 
regard to tho League for Peace with Justice in Palostino bo financod to the 
extent of $3,000. 

ADMISSION CHARGE TO MEETINGS SPONSORED EY THE EMERGEUCY COUliCIL 

The question arose regarding tho advisability of charging for adnission 
ooetings and denonstrations sponsored by the Energency Council. It was de­

~ded that tho natter would bo taken up in detail at another oeeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:35 P.M. 
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.AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE OOMMI TTEE 

A special meeting of the Executive Committoe of the .Amorican Zionist 
Emergency Council was hold on Friday, June 21, at 2:30 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avonue, Now York City. 

PRESEUT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Philip Cruse, Mrs. Moses P. Epstoin , 
Loon Ocllman, Israol Goldstein, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Ernanuol 
Uoumann, Judge Morris Rothenb erg, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wisc, Rabbi 
Sidney Zambrowsky. 

Jacob Dostrovsky, Richard Gilbert, Milton Handler, SiogfTiod Hoofion, 
Loo Kohn, Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Hosho Shapiro, 
Abraham TuJ.in. 

Bonjamin Akzin, Eliahu Bon-Horin, Gerold Frank, .. ~;enold K. Israeli, 
Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Hunson, Harry L. Shapiro, Bcinjamin Shwadran., Abo 
Tuvim; Tuvia .Arazi, Eliahu Epstein, Sidnoy Marks. 

CABINET COMMI~TEE OU P .ALESTI1:TE JUID REL.A.TED PROBLEi~S 

Dr. Akzin reported that the technical advisors on tho President's Cabinet 
Commit t oo had bocm sont to L8ndon \ri th instructions to discuss only tho mutter 
of tho immigrati on of tho hundred thousand. In tho course of those negotiations 
tho British i ndice~tod that thoy woro ready to agree to tho <Ltstriontior, of tho 
immigration certificates being handled by tho Jewish Agency but tho;? uishod for a 
strong measure of control over tho Agency in this r egard. Among other questions 
raised during these discussions was that a de.to bo fixed subsequent to which J ews 
arriving in tho J.mcrican or British zones should not be eligible for emigration 
cortificatos; also tho tompo of immigration. 1'w'hilo tho Americans fC"!l t that tho 
immigrants could be transported at tho rate of twonty thousand por month, tho 
British wore of tho opinion that Palostino could not absorb moro than two to f our 
thousand por month. Dr •. 'Uczin reported on certain suggostions for action. A 
proposal that a lotter should b .) addressed to tho President by a group of Senators 
urging once again that tho hundred thousand rocommondation bo implemented immo­
diatoly had boon acted upon, and such a lotter has already gono to tho \1hi to House 
ovor tho signatures of nine Senators. 

ORGA1UZATION OF PUBLIC OPIMION 

Mr. Tuvim reported that Mr. Zaritsky, on behalf of the Trado Union Committee 
forPalostino had cablod in strong tcnns to tho British Trade Union Congtoss and 
tho British Labor Party. Mr. Groen had pormittod us to send telegrams to ovory 
Stato Federation of Labor and central body in tho country, calling on them to 
writo, telegraph, or call tho White House and the State Dopartmont, protesting tho 
prosont situation and asking for tho immediate entry of tho hundred thousand. 
Excollont results have boon obtained. At present, wo arc working on a march to 
Washington of votora.ns in uniform undor the sponsorship of tho Jewish War Votorans 
of tho United States. They will also include other veterans• groups, both Jewish 
and non-Jewish. This will call for two hundred au.to~obilos, containing four or 
fi vo votcrans ca.ch, to loavo on Sund~, July 14, for 1·Tashington. An effort ;.4:,. 
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will be mo.de to hnve them received at t~e City Hall. steps by the VJiyor in order to 
obtain initial publicity on the project in Uew York. The cars are to go through 
Uew Jersey, Pe~sylvania1 Delaware, etc., picking up other lines of cars, ru1d it 
is ostimated that the march on Washington will include seven hundred to ono 
thouso.nd people. It is pla.'lned to have a yeterms mass meeting in Wnshington on 
Sundoy night• July 14, and to have delegations visit the t1hite House, the State 
Departmcmt end Co!'lgress on Monday, July 15. Another part of this pla.'l is to havo 
veterans groups orga11ized in every State of the Union for a visit to their respect­
ive (k>vernors on Mondny, July 15, to urge them to assist in the work thnt will be 
done in Washington thl\t dey by se11ding wires to the President a'ld the Stn.to Depart­
ment. We have also discussed with a number of labor people the necessity for a 
labor demonstrntion in this city, nnd tho Trade Union Committee for Palestine is 
calling a. special meeting to make nrrA.ngements to this end. It was suegested that 
the ke~note of the demonstration be the implementation of tho positive pnrts of 
the repqrt and nn nttuck on the policy of the British Labor Government~ 

Mr. Shapiro reported tha~ nction wn.s being taka'l to make clear to the various 
news ngc!lcies nnd newsptlper~ that the word "terrorist" uhe.11 applied to the Jev,s of 
Palestine is incorrectly used. Many mass meetings and demonstrations arc being 
hold throughout the country. It };las boen learned that seven Ministers in Chicr:go 
hn·1 •.3 beon picketing the :British Consulate. a'ld we will try to encourage this medini .1 
of protest throughout the country. Different types of advertisemento are beL 4 g 
inserted in pnp~rs L11 various communities. We a.re also trying to locnte veter~'ls 
with British decorations who would be willing to return these decorations to the 
British Embassy. 

. 
In response to a quest ion as to why the vetera..'1s I march is being limi tcd to 

tho Eastern seaboard., Mr. Shapiro stn.tod thn.t tha~ will be a matter of discussion 
uith the Jewish Var Votera.'ls of the United states. 

:BUDGE 

Mr. Shapiro stated that in view of the fact that mn..'1.y emergencies had a.risen 
this year which were not a'lt1cipated when uo hnd set up our budget, ue are placed 
in a position where \7C arc unabl o to :make the necessary moves because of lack of 
funds. It seemed likely that there would be a. deficit at the end of tho fina11cial 
year of $120,000. At the same time a11. immediate gra'lt of $100,000 would probnbly 
enable us to get by. It was resolved that tho request for.a~ additional sum of 
$100 1 000 to ennble the Council to contL'lue its work be approved subj cot to confirma-­
tion by the FL11ance Committee which nas given po~er to act. 

MADI SOU. Scy.JARE GABDllI l!EErIUG 

Dr. Silver felt that the attendance at the Madison Square Garden meeting was 
a keen disappointment. A great deal of time, thought e.nd money had gone into the 
meeting to mako it a success, but the response uas not gratifying. If such a 
negative o.ttitud~ represents the mood of .American Jewry• then n groat deal. of m>rk 
still lies ahead. 

LO.An TO BRITAIU 

After n general discussion on the matter of the .Americon loan to Britain, it 
wns agreed thnt if' through our fr~ends it is possible to delay the passage of the 
legislation granting tho lo~ to ~rite.in thnt would be desirable pending the out­
come of the Pn.lestinian situ~tion. At the same time the Council should not go on 
record publicly on the issue. 
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Dr. Silver welcomed to the meeting Dr. Leo Kohn, Political secretary of the 
Jewish .Agency, Jerusalem, who is a.t present visiting in the United States. Dr. 
Koh..'1. ma.de a br+ef statement in which he emphasized the grn.vi ty of what wes happen­
ing in Pnlestine and tho need for a proper appreciation of a."ld rcact1.on to the 
situation here. Thera would be a..'l immediate cho..'l'lge if the America..'11 ~.1.nd :British . 
governments were to issue a joint announcement that the 100.000 would be admitted. 

HAGAHAH 

After a general discussion on the matter, a motion was made n.'1.d carried that 
~ Jommittee of Three be appointed to draft a forceful statement associating .Americnn 
Zionism wit~ the Haga.."lah and assuring the Haga"lah of our wholehearted support, o.t 
the same time distinguishing between the Haga"lah n.."ld the Irgu.'1 Zvei Leumi al'td the 
st em group. 

BOOK PRQJECT 

Mr. Uewnann :raised the question of a'Yl important book project which is being 
undertaken now a'l'ld which will serve us in its fiel~ as effectively ns did Jr. 
Lowdermilk' s book. It is required that the necessnry nrra..'l'lgencnts O..'l'ld fina"lcial 
provisions be made for the publishing of this book. 

It was decided that the mat~er.should be referred to the Fina..'1.ce Committee. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 P. Me 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 91 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

June 29, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist Emergency Council was held on Saturda_y, June 29, at 9:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, New York City. 

PRESEN'l' · 

Dr. Stephen s. Wise (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Philip Cru.so, Mrs, Moses P. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Alexander Pekelis, Louis Segal, David Wertheim, Rabbi Sidney Zambrowsky. 

Jacob Dostrovsky,- Mahum Goldmann, Siegfried Hoofien, Leo Kohn, Jeannette 
Leibel, Mrs. Mina Rogers, ~uige Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Abraham Tulin, Mrs. Stephen s. Wise. • 

Gerold Frank, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro; 
Tuvia Arazi, Eliahu Epstein, Gottlieb Hammer. 

:BRITISH RAID ON YISHUV AND ARREST OF JEWISH AGENCY EXECUTIVE LEADERS 

Dr. Wise stated that this is the second of two meetings called for today, 
the first meeting this aftemoon being that of the Committee of Eight. Dr. Silver 
was not able to attend since he was presiding at a meeting in Chicago. 

Dr. Goldmann reported that in reply to the statement of the spokesman of the :British Foreign Office that the American Government had been aware of 13ritain•s contemplated action in raiding the Yishuv and arresting the Je1·1ish 
Agency Executive leaders, the Department of State had todar issued a formal denial that they had received advance information to this effect. However, they did receive a call from the Jewish Agency after the e~ents had taken place. A eable, signed by Mr. Weisgal but presumably from Dr. Weizmann, was received today in which 1 t was urged that all the American members of the Agency in the United States come to Palestine immediately to continue the Agency work. The Committee of Eight have discussed the matter, and it is assumed that should it be necessary that the American members go they ~dll be ready to do so. It was decided at the 
meeting ~his afternoon to recoD11!1end to the Emergency Council to arrange for a large mass demonstratio~ directed against :British actions in Palestine to be held in Ne\'r York on Mondey. There was a prcrposal to arrange a demonstration in Washington on Tuesdey morning when the four members of the Jewish Agency Executive are to see the President. Howeve:::-, it was felt that such a demonstration in Washington wo11ld not be oAvisable since we should direct ourselves now against the British and not against the White House. It was further decided that the four members of the Jewish Agency Executive in America should issue a statement in which they declare their solidarity with the arrested members in Jerusalem and assume full responsibility. It was also felt that the Emergency Council 
should issue a statement on the solidarity of American Zionism with the Jewish !€ency. 
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After a general discussion in which Mr. l3ublick, Mr. Cruso, Mrs. E],otcin, 
Dr. Goldmann, Mrs. Halprin, Mr. Hoofien, Mr. Lipsky, Mr. Lourie, Mr. Manson, 
Dr. Pekelis, Mr. Segal, Mr. Shapiro, Mr, Tulin, Mr. Wertheim and Dr. i•Tise 
participated, it was decided that the following courses of action ,-,ould be taken 
to voice the protest of American Jewry against l3ri tish action in Palestine: 

(1) The American members of the Jewish Agency Executive to issue a state­
ment expressing their solidarity with the Yi shuv and the arrested members of the 
Jewish Agency Executive in Palestine; 

(2) The American Zionist Emergency Council to issue a statement expressing 
the solidarity of American Jewry with the Jewish Agency and the Ha.ganah. 

(3) Telegrams be sent to the Chairmen of the Local Emergency Committees 
urging that the members of their respective communities send telegrams to 
President Truman expressing their feeling of outrage at British arrest of Jewish 
Agency leaders and urging that the President take finn stand ngainst this and 
insist upon !ritain1s fulfilln1ent of 100,000 immigration recommendation. 

(4) Mass demonstration to be held at Madison Square Park, Tuesday, July 2. 
at 5:30 P.M. 

(5) From 2:00 P.M. until 5:00 P.H. on Monday, July 2, there is to be a 
steady stream of picket~ng of the British Consulate. 

(6) Voters at the World Zionist Congress polls are to be instructed to 
wire the President expressing their indignation at who.t has today happened in 
Palestine; they should further be invited to attend the mass demonstration to 
be held at Madison Square Park. 

LOAN TO BRITA! N 

Following a discussion, Mr. Cruso moved that this session express its 
agreement with the resolutions adopted at the Executive Committee meeting of 
the Council on June 21. The Chairman stated that the decision of the Council 
on that occasion was a matter of record and that there was no need to reaffirm it. 

Mr. Neumann then moved, as an amendment, that at the same time we get our 
friends throughout the country to send telegrams to their Members of Congress 
eXpressing indignation at what is taking place in Palestine and requesting them 
to use their influence to make audible in Congress public feeling on the matter. 

In response to a statement by Mr. Lipsky, as Chairman, that Ur. Neumann's 
proposal had nothing to do with the loan, Mr. Neumann stated that in tho light 
of the strong opposition at the meeting to public action on the loan, ho was 
putting his amendment in the form that the telegrams from Local Emergency Com­
mittees heed not necessarily express opposition to the loan, but that we should 
simply ask our people to get their Congressmen to voice the indignation of the 
American public and use their influence in whatever wey they could make it felt. 

The Chairman, in putting Mr. Neumann's substitute amendment to the vote, 
stated that while it did not intend any direct reference to tho loan, undoubtedly 
the action proposed would have some effect upon the loan. Upon a vote, Mr. 
Neumann's amendment was adopted, with Professor Pokelis contra. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 P,M. 



• 
CONFIDENTIAL NO. 92 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECtY.rIVE COMMITTEE 

July l, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American !ionist 
Emergency Council was held on Monday, Ju1y l, at 2:00 P.t.t., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PF.ESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Si:1.ver (presiding), Gedalia Bublick, Philip Cruso t 
Mrs. M.oSJS P. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Mrs. Samuel w. Halprin, Rabbi Max Kir~hblum, 
Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Alexander Pekelis, Mrs. David de Sola Pool, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, David Uertheim, 
Dr. Stephen s. Wise. 

I. B. Berkson, Mrs. Chava Cohen, Daniel Frisch, Eliav Glanz, Leo Kohn, 
Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge :Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Moshe Shapiro, Ab:-ahnm Tulin. 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, 
Marvin Lowenthal, Harold P. Manson, Harry L. Shapiro., Abraham Tuvim. 

BEFORT ON ACTION TAKEN REGARDING ARRESTS IN PALESTINE 

Mr. Shapiro reported that on Saturday night, June 29, telegrams were sent 
to the Zionist polling booihs in which voters were urged to wire the President 
expressing their indignation at the British raid on the Yishuv, picket the 
British Consulate on Honday afternoon, July 1, and attend the t1e.ss meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday, July 2, at 5: 30 P.r.t., a.t Madison Square Park. On the 
following morning, June 30, telegrams we~ sent to all Local Emergency Cor1mittee 
Chairmen and read as follows: 

"LATEST TREACEEROUS ACTION OF :BRITAIN CALLS FOR IMMEDIATE .AND UN­
PBECEDENTED REACTION AMERIO..\. MOVE YOUR COMMUNITY TO FOLLOUING 
ACTIONS Q,UICKLY: SEND TELEGRAMS TO PBESIDEl:tT EXPRESSING OUTRAGE 
BRITISH ABBEST OF JEWISH AGENCY LEADERS AS ACT OF WAR AGAIUST 
JEWISH PEOPLE REQUESTING HE TbXE FIBM STAND AG.A.INST THIS TYRA.NNY 
AND INSIST :BRITAIN FULFILL BECOl-1MENDATIOM FOR TRANSFER 100,000 . 
FBOM DP CAMPS TO PALESTINE. DisPATCH WIRES TO CONGRESSMEN EXPRESS.. 
ING INDIGNATION AG;1.INST :BRITAIN IN CONGRESS. IF T~RE IS :BRITISH 
CONSULATE IN YOUR COMMUNITY ORG.ANI ZE ?Q.,SS PICKETING OUTSIDE CONSULS 
OFFICE. IMPORTAl~ THAT PROMINENT LOCAL LEADERS, JEWISH AND NON-­
JEUISH, :BE IN VANGUARD OF SUCH DEMONSTRATION IM OBDER SECURE 
ADECtUATE PUBLICITY FOR SAHE. IF POSSIBLE ORGANIZE Il'IDOOR AND 
OUTDOOR UASS DEMONSTRATIONS ON LARGEST POSSIBLE SCALE. STATE-tENT 
IN PIDJSS RELEASE SENT YESTERDAY AS REPLY TO ]RITISH ACTION SHOULD 
:SE Dn10TE FOR THESE MEETINGS. THE CRUCIAL MOMENT IS NOW: WE 
COUMT OM YOU TO CARRY OUT ABOVE ESSENTIAL ASSIGNMENTS." 

Reports indicated that a large crowd had ga.th~red before the :British Consulate 
that afternoon. With regard to the mass meeting at Madison Squa.?8 Park tomorroW;tbe 
afternoon papers will carry ads, as will tomorrow morning's papers. 



.AMERICAN MEI~DS OF JEWISH AGENCY EXECUTIVE 

Dr. Wise brought to the attention of the body that at a meeting of the 
Committee of Eight on Saturdey a proposal was made that the !our American members 
of the Jewish .A.gency heQ~tive should, in response to a cable st1ggestion from 
Palestine, proceed immediately to Palestine to indicate their solidarity with 
their fellow members of the Executive and to participate in its further work. 

It was stated that the Committee of Eight had also considered the possi­
bility of sending American representatives of Zionist organizations who are not 
members of the Executive if for any reason it should be deemed inadvisable that 
the Jewish Agency members go over. 

Mr. Lourie reported that in the course of a call from Mr. :Sen-Gurion from 

Paris, Mr. :Sen-Gurion had advised against all four of the Americ an members cf the 
Jewish Agency leaving the United States at this time since their presence here 
might be important. 

Mr. Tulin, too, felt that ·this was a time for the American leaders to 
remain in the United States and seek to take up our matters with the .American 
Government on the top level, America has an absolute legal right to intervene 
in regard to the disposition of Palestine based on specific assertions and 
doctm1ents and that point has not been stressed. 

Mr. Frisch was of the opinion that the American Zionist leaders must 
present the Zionist position in Washington. They alone could speak for the five 
million American Jews in this connection and under no circumstances should they 
leave the country at this time. 

Dr. Leo Kohn stated that it was very obviously the desire of Britain to 
liquidate the Jewish .Agency which represents the Jewish people in regard to 
Palestine. The Yishuv was now literally fighting for its existence. It would 
be very helpful in view of the fact that the leaders there have been arrested, 
that people of high standing from here should go to Jerusalem. It would also be 
very ad.vi-sable for what lies ahead that one or two prominent non-Je"dsh American 
journalists should go to Palestine. The presence of these journalists would have 
an inhibitive effect on the GoYernment. Similarly, if we could arrange an 
immediate visit by distinguished pro-British American Senators who might be able 
to influence the British Government. 

Dr. Pekelis was of the opinion that something very different from our 
ordinary reaction of protests and mass meetings was required. It was necessary 
in some dramatic way to arouse and give expression to the emotions of the people. 
He made certain suggestions in this connection and urged further that we co~". sider 
the idea of approaching the Comnission. on Human Rights of the United !'rations. 

Mr. Segal also felt that 1 t was necessary to do things we had not done 
before. In ad.di tion to strengthening the leadership in Palestine by manpower 
from America, it would have a tremendous effect if some of the American Jewish 
youth should go to Palestine as soon as possible. 

Mr. !en-Horin was of the opinion that an impressive delegation comprised 
of people like !artley Orum, Reinhold Niebuhr, Nelson Rockefeller and others 
should go to Palestine. Their presence and their reports would have a restrain­

ing effeot on !ritish action. Secondly, Dr. Silver and Jr. Wise should• on 
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behalf of the l!mergency Counoil, send a properly worded wire to Stalin and offi­
cially ask for Russian intervention in Palestine. 

Judge Rothenberg felt that it was not advisable for the .American members of 
the Agency to go to Palestine. The main fight will be in .America. Moreover, in 
Palestine censorship might greatly hampertheir effectiveness there. On the other 
hand, it might be helpful if the President would send a personal emissary to 
Palestine. He favored action in opposition to the grant of the loan to Great 
Britain. 

Mrs. Epstein stated that as marv American Zionist leaders as possible 
should go to Palestine, although a nec~ssary number of those in authority should 
naturally remnin in the United States. She was very much against any direct 
am>eal to Russia. 

(Mr. Gellman and Mr. Moshe Shapiro spoke in Yiddish antl the stenotypist 
failed to transcribe their remarks). 

Mr. Neumann felt that we have one very immediate opf,ortuni ty and that is 
the conference with the President. The President should be requested to take , .. 
firm stand and demand that the arrested people be released. A suggestion shou.J.d 
be made that the American Government send its own mission to Palestine now or a 
Presidential mission to look into the situation and exercise ,-,hat influence they 
can. Instead of being drawn into endless discussions, further, the American 
Government should be asked to indicate its impatience at the prolonged del~ and 
insist on concrete action. Our Ad.ministration must realize that in the absence 
of effective and helpful action they will be held to that extent responsible 
for the situation as it is. 

Mr. Lipsky also discussed the interview with the President. It is 
necessary to bring home to our Government the manner in which it is being used 
by the British Government for its own purposes. He did not think it was advisable 
for us to use the British loan as an instrument of action. 

• Mrs. Halprin stressed the need for carefully thinking out the mutters to 
be taken up with the President at the interview the next day• 

Judge Rosenblatt said it was clear that the Eri tiSh line was to seek the 
elimination of the Agency. He supported Mr. Tulin in drawing attention to the 
legal aspects of America's rights in the whole matter. 

Dr. Wise felt that an appeal should be ma.de to the President to exercise 
the influence of his office to put an end to the reign of terror in Palesti :1e 
instituted by the ~ritish. The members of the Agency should be set free and 
the illegal raiding of Jewish settlements be stopped. The President should also 
be asked in vezy specific terms as to just when the 100,000 are going to be moved 
to Palestine and also whether the Cabinet Committee has been instructed to 
implement as quickly as possible the transference of the hundred thousand. 

MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. Silver stated that an appointment had been sought with the President 
nearly two months ago in the names of Dr, Wise and himself, and Mr. Monsky, 
representing the Emergency Council and the American Jewish Conference, re~peo­
tively. It was only in the course of last week that they had at length been 
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informed that an appointment had been fixed and that the President wanted to see, 
in add! tion, Dr. Nahum Goldmann and Mr. Louis Lipsky as representing the J.€ency. 
Invitation to the Agency had aris&n. inconsequence of a letter sent to the President. 
offering the services of the Agency in a technical way to assist in the mo'Ving of 
the hundred thousand Jews to Palestine and making certain financial and other 
Stl€gestions. 

Dr. Silver felt that the addition of representatives of the Agency to those 
participating in the interview was uncalled for and he expressed criticism of the 
manner in which it had been arranged. He added that r..n intolerable si tua.tion was 
developing intemally and there would have to be a radical reorganization if he 
was to be able to do effective work. 

DELEGATION TO PALESTIHE 

A motion was made and ·carried that a delegation of four or eight leading 
American Zionists, representing the four parties, should go to Palestine as soon 
as possible in connection with the present situation there. 

:BRITISH LOAN 

A reference was made to the matter of our attitude to the proposai loan to 
]ritain. It was pointed out that it had previously been decided that we should 
seek indirectly, and without going officially .on the record, to obtain a. postpone­
ment of action on the loan; that vote still held good. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 P.M. 

• 



CONFIDEMTIAL NO. n3 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 3, 1946 

A special meeting of the ]l-:ecu.ti ve Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Wednesday, July 3, at 4:00 P.H., at 342 r. adison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PBESEl~T 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Gedalia l3ublick, Mrs. Mose"' P. Ep~tein, 
Leon Gellman, ?lirs. Samuel W. Halprin, Rabbi Ma.~ Kirshblum, Louis Lipsky, &an, )1 

Neumnnn, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephens. Wise. 

I. 13. Berkson, Jacob Dostrovsky, Daniel Frisch, Milton Handler, Ra.bbi 
Irving Miller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, Mo she Shapiro, Abraham Tu.line 

Eliahu Ben-Horin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. 
Hanson, Harry L. Shapiro, Benjamin Shwadran, Abraham Tuvim. 

MADISON S~UARE PARK DEMONSTRATION 

Dr. Silver, in commenting on the Madison Square Park demonstration held 
yesterday afternoon, stated that it was an effective and dignified event. There 
wa!J a fine tum-out of peopl~, and perhaps the most significant part of it was the 
participation of the people themselves in the meeting. Dr. Silver CX}Jressed the 
deep appreciation of this body for the fine work done by the members of the staff 
of the Dnergency Council and others who were instrumental in making the meeting 
the success that it was. Various commu..'tli ties throughout the counti-J nre hwing 
meetings of a similar nature and our office is being besieged with requests for 
speakers. 

VETERANS MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

Dr. Silver stated that there were advertisements in today 1 s papers, inserted 
by the Jewish War Veterans of the United States, announcing the contemplated march 
on Washington on July 14, requesting Jewish servicemen to join the cavalcade and 
asking people to make their cars available for transport.3.tion. It will be an 
impressive and worthwhile demonstration. 

MEETil1TG l·TITH PRESIDENT 

Dr. Silver reported on the meeting of the delegation with the President 
on July 2 ( report on file). They had discussed with the President, who appeared 
friendly and anxious to be helpful, the raids and arrests in Palestine and alno 
their :possible effect on the im1:ilementa.tion of the 100,000 immigration. The 
President was determined to press for the hundred thousand and not to permit the 
events which have occurred in the last few deys to interfere. 

In consultation with Mr. Uiles, who had been present at the interview, a 
statement was prepared which was subsequently approved by the President and 
released to the press by the White House (attached). 
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CABINET COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE AND RELATED PROBLEMS 

It was decided that an effort would be made to find out ·more precisely the 
scope mid purposes of the visit of the Cabinet Committee to London -- whether it 
is to consummate the arrangements for the movement of the 100,000 Jews from Europe 
to Palestine, or whether it is to explore the recommendations of the Report as a 
whole and make decisions accordingly. 

TELEGB.Alv! TO DR. ISR.m'.., GOLDSTEIN 

It was resolved to send a telegram to Dr. Israel Goldstein expressing the 
deep sympathy of"the Executive Committee in the tragic loss sustained by Dr. 
Goldstein and his family by the death of his daughter-in-law in an automobile 
accident. 

SOLIDARITY WITH YISHUV AND RAGANAH 

Mr. Neumann made the suggestion that a sub-committee consisting of one 
representative of each of the organizations should meet to consider what, if 
c:mything, can now be done to give legal and constructive form to the tremendous 
public sentiment which has developed as a result of recent events in Palestine in 
behalf of the Jewish resistance in Palestine. People are anxious to express them­
selves concretely. It was agreed that a sub-committee be appointed to consider 
the matter and make recommendations. Dr. Silver pointed out that pending the 
report of the sub-committee, no action should be taken on it~ own by any one of 
our groups without having first consulted this body. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 P.M. 

A. L. 



CONFIDENTIAL NO. 94 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECtJrIVE COMMITTEE 

July 15. 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Connnittee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Mondey, July 15, at 5:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Miss Juliet N. Benjamin, Mrs. Mo~es 
P. Epstein, Leon Gellman, Israel Goldstein, Mrs, Satnuel Halprin, Rabbi Max 
Xirshblum, Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Neumann, Alexandeli Pekelis, Mrs. David de Solo 
Pool, Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, David ~Tertheim. ._ 

Mrs, Chava Cohen, Daniel Frisch, Milton Handler, Leo Kohn, Moshe Shapiro, 
Abrahom Tulin. 

Benjamin Akzin, Eliahu Ben-Horin, Arthur Lourie, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Benjamin Shwadran. 

EXr-MUFTI 

Mr. Lourie stated that a new memorandum on the Mufti, together with 
supporting exhibits based on documentarJ material which had recently become 
available evidencing the co-responsibility of the Mufti with Himmler and others 
for the Nazi extennination policy of the Jews, is now completed. The authority 
of this boey- was requested for submission of the memorandum to the State Depart­
ment. 

It was decided tho.t the memorandum should be sent to the State Department 
and that it be made public after it has been submitted, 

VETEBANS MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

Mr. Shapiro reported that it had originally been planned to have a motoI'­
cade of approximately one hundred cars leave from New York and as it went along 
the line of travel to Washington i.t had been expected that ca.rs from cities 
enroute would fall in the procession and go along. However, since it was neces­
sary to obtain permits in every city in order to travel through the streets that 
plan was abandoned. Since, too, all the necessary cars were unobtainable gratis, 
it was decided that the Council budget on this project would have to be raised 
from $5,000 to $15,000 in order to have the required transportation. Yesterday 
morning the cars gathered in Union Square and their first stop was at the steps 
of City Hall where they were very well received by the Mayor; after which the 
cars traveled together to Washington, carrying banners and streamers. At 
Pennsylvania Railroad in New York there were assembled more men than for whom 
we had ti clcet s and the Jewish l1ar Veterans decided that they would have to 6Arpend 
$4,000 or $5,000 for additional tickets. After th& veterans had arrived in 
Washington last night they held a mass meeting with an attendance of about 
3,000. Tod~ there was a parade of about 4,000 veterans, mostly in uniform, 
who marched in military formation and carried their colors and streamers. Our 
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people in Washington reported that it constituted an impressive spectacle. From 
D, :public r~;i.ations standpoint, it will probably be the most effective thing we 
have done - it had been covered by the newsreels, the newspapers 1n Washington 
are f'u.ll of it and the news services are eending wire-photos all over the country. 

We had also arranged that Local Emergency Committees should get in touch 
with the Jewish War Veterans in their respective States and arrange for a 
delegation to visit the Governor and request him to send a wire to the President 
on the subject. Mr. Shapiro read a wire from the Governor of Louisiana to the 
President (on file), and stated that it is expoeted that the same procedure will 
be followed. in at least forty States. 

In Washington one delegation, headed by 1red S. Harris, of Meriden, 
Connecticut,called on the President. During the course of the meeting the 
President emphasized that the matter of the hundred thousand immigration is 
the primary interest. He also stated that he is trying to get a hundred 
thousand d.iSJ)laaed -persons into Afric~ and another hundred thousand into South 
America. The delegation then declared that they were confident that no American 
troops were needed in Palestine and that the British demand for such troops was 
a colossal bluff designed to frigjlten and mislead the American people. However, 
they felt that if the President was of the opinion that American troops were 
needed there, they would have no difficulty in recruiting a volunteer Jewish 
Division for service in Palestine. Eaeh of the six members of the delegation 
to the President were asked to submit separate reports from which we will be 
able to obtain a fairly composite picture of the meeting. 

No reports have yet been received as to the outcome of the visit of other 
delegations to the State Department and the ~ritish Ambassador. However, it is 
hoped that we will be able to present a full picture of what took place at our 
next meeting. 

While this cavalcade has been a very successful event, Mr. Shapiro was 
of the opinion that further activity of this nature ehould not be attempted at 
this time. 

TRANSJOlIDAN 

Mr. Lourie brought up the matter of the application that is being made 
at the present time for the admission of Trartsjordan to the United Nations. 
We had submitted a very full memorandum en the subjeet of Transjordan to the 
Department of State on May 24, 1946, and it is obviously our duty to do whatever 
we can to :place before the Security Council the facts which indicate that Trans­
jordan is not a suitable member for admission to the United Nations. ~here was 
a brief discussion on the material to be incorporated in a memorandum for su'b­
mission to the members of the Security Council and the su.ggestion was made that 
the representatives of the Agency co-operate in this matter ~.rith those members of 
the Emergency Council who had been interesting themselves in the Transjord.an 
problem. Special reference was made to the contribution of Professor Handler 
and Mr. Tulin in the drafting of the memorandum on Transjordan for submission 
to the State Department; and to that of Dr. Pekelis and Dr. Jacob Robinson 
in preparing the memorandum on the Mufti. 

It was finally decided that the committee of lawyers which drafted the 
original memorandum on TrMsjordan be given autb.orit~ to carry on t,rhatever 
activity is necessary in oonnection with the matter. 
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LIAISON :BET\11EEN JEt'J'ISH AGENCY AND AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

A lengthy discussion took place on what was described as t he "chaotic 
situation" which was arising as a result of the overlaJ?ping n.ctiviti es of the 
Emergency Council and the Jewish Agency. It was stated that there were no clear 
limitations of authority, and various instances of confusion or dl~?lication were 
cited. Complaint was also made of the uncontrolled actions of ind:l vi duals and 
in particular there was reference tofu~ interview with an unnamed Zionist leader 
which had appeared in the New York Times and to the matter of th o loan to Great 
Britain. The imperative need for integration or coordination of all Zi onist 
political activities on the American scene was emphasized. It wa s renffirmed 
that a committee of t~e Emergency Council should be a:ppointed to meet with a 
committee of the Agency to work out a reorganization of political procedure 
i~cluding a) the relationship between the Emergency Council and the AGency and 

bJ the control of public statements by Zionist spokesmen speaking on behalf 

of the movement. 

The Chairman said that he would appoint the committee a.l'ld ask it to meet 

within the week. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 P.M .. 
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OONFIDEN'TIAt NO. 95 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINu.rES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 25, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the American Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Thursday, July 25, at 1:00 P.M., at 342 Madison 
Avenue, New York City. 

PRESEl~ 

:Binanuel Neumann (presiding), Miss Juliet N. Benjamin, Mrs. Chava Cohen, 
Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, Israel Goldstein, Rabbi Max Xirshblum, Judge Morris 
Rothenberg, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, Louis Segal, David Wertheim. 

I. B. Berkson, Daniel Frisch, Simon Federbush, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, 

Arnold X. Israeli, William Kaufman, Harold P. Man.son, Harry L. Shapiro, 
Josel)h P. Sternstein, Abraham Tuvim, 

CABINET COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE 

Mr. Neumann reported that it had been learnt that the :British have sub- • 
mitted their proposals for a permanent solution, making the immigration of the 
100 1 000 dependent upon the acceptance of a plan for a pemane1t solution on which 
eonsultation between Jews and Arabs is to take place after the plon will have 
received the approval of both the American and British Governments. The plan 
calls for a division of Palestine into Arab, Jewish and British provinces, with 
full control over the entire territory to be vested in the centrol. British 
administration. It is reported that Dr. Goldmann has denounced these proposals 
and has urged that evecy- effort be made on the American scene to discourage the 
.American Government from accepting them; that is why Dr. Silver is at prese!l.t 
in Washington. 

BRITISH WE!!l'E PAPER 

With regard to the White Paper issued by the ~rltish Government, Mr. 
Neumann stated that according to information he had received, the Je1.-rish Agency 
Executive had issued a statement challenging the evidence submitted by the Britinh 
in this White Paper to indicate the responsibility of the Jewish Agency for the 
acts of terrorism committed in Palestine and calling on the British to pennit 
an examination of this evidence or to indicate in more detail how, when and ,mere 
the alleged messages and telegrams ha.d been sent. So far as world opin1.on is 
concerned, there can be no doubt that these messages had the appeuro.nce of 
nuthenti city and tended to identify the Jewish Agency Executi ire with the acti vi­
ti es of the Haganah and through that bodytoe,minor degree, with the activities 
of the other two other groups. The White Paper is evidently designed to pave 
thew~ for drastic revision of the status quo in respect to the Jewish Agency 
and other vital matters. 
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KING DAVID HOTEL :SOKBING 

Dr. Goldstein stated tha,t he felt that public opinion is of the mind that 
the Zionist leadership has not sufficiently indicated its sense of horror at and 
disapproval of the bombing. While the Emergency Council has indicated its con­
demnation of the act, separate and strong statements should be issued in the name 
of Dr. Silver and of the Zionist Organization of America, respectively. In this 
connection, Dr. Goldstein brought out the fact that Mr. Nathan D. Shapiro had sent 
out letters in which he stated that not enough has been done by Zionist leadership 
to disassociate itself from the bombing, and unless something is done about the 
matter he and many of his friends will be compelled to sever their connections 
with the Zionist movement in America. lfuile Dr. Goldstein did not how how serious­
ly this was to be taken, still he :f'el t that 1 t was a good indicn.ti on of how some 
people felt about the matter. 

After a general discussion, the motion was made and carried that the 
Emergency Council issue a statement of condemnation of the bombing of the King 
David Hotel, at the same time emphasizing the fact that the basic f nult in the 
situation lies with the Mandatory power. After the motion had been carried it 
was decided to confer with the Jewish Agency before issuing t he statement. 

MOBILIZATION OF PUBLIC OPI1TJ:ON 

It l-ras decided that an effort would be made to organ! zo a general count el'-­
offensive against the British among our Christian friends, the American Christian 
Palestine Committee, newspapers, columnists and radio connnentators. 

A~TENDANCE AT PARIS MEETING OF DR. SILVER 

Mr. Neumann stated that he would convey to Dr. Silver the feeling of many 
members of the Executive Committee that it was necessary that he should attend 
the Paris meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 5;35 P.M. 



J CONFIDENTIAL NO. 96 

AMERIC .. 4.N ZIONIST :EID!RGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

July 26 , 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the Americ~ Zionist 
Err.ergency Council was held Friday, July 26, at 1:00 P.M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESElff 

Emanuel Neumann (presiding), Miss Juliet N. :Benjamin, Gedalia Bublick, 
Hrs. Moses P. Ep"'tein, Israel Goldstein, Heman Hollander, Rabbi rfax Kirshblum, 
Alexander Pekelis, Louis Segal, David Wertheim. 

Daniel Frisch, Sidney Marks, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Arnold K. Israeli, Marvin Lowenthal, Harold P. Manson, Harr;v L. Shapiro, 
Abraham Tuvim. 

PROPOSALS OF CABINET COMMITTEE ON PALESTINE 

Mr. Shapiro reported that in the course of a conversation he had had with 
Dr. Silver the previous evening, Dr. Silver had indice.ted that it was his opinion 
the President had accepted the proposals of the Grady Committee for the cantoniz&­
tion of Palestine. However, this morning, Dr, Silver had informed him that it 
was doubtful if the President had yet done so. Dr. Silver was doing a most 
important piece of work ( report on file) in Washington in bringing pressure to 
bear on the circles concerned. 

A tentative statement (on file) was read to the Committee to be published 
with reference to the Grady report; after various revisions had been made, it was 
decided that, pending further word, it was ready for issuance in its revised form. 

In the course of the meeting, Mr. Shapiro reported further that Dr. Silver 
had made a telephonic request that the revised statement be phoned to him after 
the meeting - he will then, being on the scene, have more infonnation and will 
therefore be in a position to make the necessary suggestions for any changes to 
be incorporated in the statement, \'ilich is to be issued today. 

Judge Rosenblat,t, Dr. Goldstein and Messrs. Neumann and Tuvim re-ported on 
v arious actirlties being undertaken in an attempt to perpuade the American Gover.-­
ment to disassociate itself from the Grady Committee report (on file). 

MO:BILIZATION OF All-{ERIC.AN PUBLIC OPINION 

In response to a suggestion that another demonstration should be held, 
the opinion was expressed that 1 t would be futile at the present time. Wh:tle the 
various demonstrations that had been held at Madison Square Garden and at Madison 
Square Park and also the Veterans• March had been impressive, it would serve no 
useful purpose now to apply those methods. 

-
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A discussion followed on the nature and effectiveness of action on the 
American politi~al scene. It was also urged that the bombardment of official 
Washington with letters and teleg:rams would b~ another means of con··.teying to the 
American Government the sense of indignation o.roused by the Grady Committee 
proposals. 

After a general discussion, it was decided that action be initiated in the 
press and by advertisements as well as by letters and t elegrams to the White House 
demanding that the Government repudiate the Grady Committee plan. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:15 P.M. 

N.F. for 
A.L. 
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CONFIDENTIAL UO. 97 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXEC'tYrI VE CO 1MITTEE 

July 30, 1946 

A special meeting of the Executive Committee of the Anerican Zionist 
Emergency Council was held on Tuesdey, July 30, at 5:30 P.14., at 342 Madison 
Avonue, New York City. 

PBESEMT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver (presiding), Miss Juliet N. Benjamin, Gedalia 
Bublick, Mrs. Hava Cohen, Israel Goldstein, Mrs. David 13. Greenberg, Hermn.n 
Hollander, Rabbi Max Kirshblum, Emanuel Neumann, Alexander Pekelis, Judge Morri s 
Rothenberg, Mrs. A. P. Schoolman, Louis Segal. 

M. Ben Tov, I. B. Berkson, Simon Federbush, Daniel Frisch, Siegfried 
Hoofien, Sidney Marks, Rabbi Irving Miller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt. 

Arnold K. Isreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Hanson, Moshe Perlman, 
Harry L. Shapiro, Joseph P. Stemstein, Abraham Tuvim. 

DEVELOPMENTS REGABDING GRADY COMMITTEE PROPOSAL 

Pending the arrival of Dr. Silver, whose plane had been delayed, ·111r. 
Neumann took the Chair and stated that the meeting had been called in order 
to brlng the Committee up-to-date on developnonts in Washington in regard to 
the report of the Grady Comoittee • 

.kl interview had been arranged ,-ti th the President the previous Friday for 

Senators Mead and Wagner and Mr. McDonalcl, but a hitch resulted in the President 
being seen by Senator Mead alone. On Dr. Silver's initiative, a further appoint­
ment was set for the following norning when it was understood that a very frank 
conversation in which Mr. McDonald was the principal spokesman. took place ( report 
on file). 

Dr. Silver had also had a conversation Ni th Mr. J3enj[lP.lin Y • Cohen. Others 
had been in touch with Mr. Snyder and Mr. Patterson. Both Senators Taft and. 
Wagner had been in communication with Dr. Silver and had undertaken to mRke a 
speech in the Senate in criticisr.1 of the Graey report. 

Requests are also being sent out throughout the country for messages to 
the White House and to others in Washington, and, undoubtedly, a great man¥ of 
these had been coning in. 

Dr. Silver had also had a long talk with iDavid Niles. 

A delegation of New York Congressmen, Jews and nom-Jews, nostly non-Jews, 
had also seen the President that dey, but the report had indicated that the 
conversation was not a satisfactory one. 

Mr. Neumann also referred to a cable which Dr. Silver had received from 

Dr. Wise, indicating that Dr. Wise understood that Mr. :Byrnes had agreed with 
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Mr. Attlee on the report of the Cabinet Cammi ttee and that a joint sta,teraent 1v the 
two Governments might be expected the following dey. Mr. lreu.mann indicated that 
a meeting of the Cabinet in Washington would probably give the matter considera­
tion before any statement was issued. 

Dr. Silver arrived at this point and continued with the report. There 
had apparently been a good deal of surprise in the Government circles 011 tho nature 
of th.e Grady report in view of the fact that it had been contemplated that the 
Grady Cornmi ttee would go to .London in order to try to implement the Re_port of the 
Anglo-American Committee. It was clear that the Grady report was a British 
product. Dr. Silver went on to refer to the meetings of McDonald and others 
with the President and with different members of the Cabinet Cormnittee, and ulso 
reported further on the interview of the Congressmen with the President ( a fnll 
report of Dr. Silver1s statement on file). 

Dr. Goldstein then reported on a conversation which he and Mr. Tu vim had 
ha:-d i:d th Government Lehman in Nantucket. This was SUl)plemented by a brief report 
by Judge Rosenblatt of certain political contacts which he had made. 

• In a further review of the political situation, Dr. Silver stressed the 
\?ital importance of unified action on the part of every member of tho Council i n 
connection with any political line that might be adopted in relation to the 
Administration. 

In response to a request whether it would not be possible for him to attend 
the Faris meeting of the Agency Executive, even if only for a few days. Dr. Silver 
indicated that his mind was not made up, but that he would have to wait rmd see 
what develops in Washington. Dr. Silver 'also indicated that he would not &o to 
Paris except with the clear backing of this group for the reorganiz ati on of the 
movement in the United States under a central authorl ty. It was agrged t h r:1.t the 
representatives of the parties should consult their organizations and be ready 
to discuss the matter further the following day. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 P,M. 

A. L. 
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CONFIDENTIAL NO. 103 

AMERIO.AN ZIQNIST EMERGlltCY COUNCIL 

M!1ruTES OF ¥i.EETI rn. OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

October 14, 1946 

A meeting of the Executive Coimnittee of the American Zionist Emer~ency 
Council, was held on Monday, October 14, at 3:30 P. M., at 342 Madison Avenue, 
New York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver {:presiding), Gednlia Bublick, Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, 
Leon Gollman, Israel Gold stein, Hrso S8f.lnel i'l .. Hal p:rin, Rabbi Ma...ic Kirshblum, 
Louis Lipsky, Emanuel Ueum min, Alexander Pe1~elis, l~.r .:1 ., David de Soln Pool, 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, Louis Segal, Hrs. Hennon Shulmmi, David Wertheim, 
Dr. Stephen So Wise. 

Daniel Frisch, Milton Hanller, Judge Bernard A. Rosenblatt, AJ rahtllll Tulin. 

Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, Arnold K. I sreeli, Arthur Lourie, Harold P • 
Manson, Harry L. Shapiro, :Benjmnin Shwi: ... dran, Abraham Tuvim~ 

(Please note: roll call incomplete). 

MR. LEON GELLlWT 

The Chairman welcomed Mr. Gellman on his return from Pal stine. Hr. Gellman 
gave a brief report on his visit~ He stressed the tremendous militarization of 
Palestine as compared with his vini t a year aeo and the disgraceful character of 
the searches in Ya.gu.r, Doro·t,h, etc. It was an ind1::1putable fact,. nevertheless, 
that the difficulties confronting them had merely servod to make the J et·TS of 
Palestine more united and more steadfast in their opposition to the policy of 
the administration. Ur. Gellman referred to the p:co:posal for partition and gave 
it as his impression that the Yishuv was, for the most part, opposed to partition 
(complete report on file). 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH :BRITISH GOVEFllMENT 

A report from Jerusalem contained in the Jewish Tele~raphic Ag ncy bulletin, 
dated October 11, embodying an alleged nine-point proposal by the British for 
Jewish .Agency participation in the London Conference was reud to the mee ting. 
It was agreed that consideration of these points be deferred until their authen• 
ticity was confirmedo Ref~rence was again made to the lack of adequate informa­
tion from the Executive in Lona.on and Paris regarding the details of the dis­
cussions which had taken pJ.ace with the British Government. It wo.s reported that 
a cable in this regard, signed by the Joint Chairmen, had been sent to the 
Executive, stressing the urgent need for regular and full information on \\hat 
was going on. 

SNEH VISA 

Dr. Wise reported that he had been in communication with Washington in 
regard to the American visa for Dr. Sneh who had been refused permission to come 
to the States by the American Consul in Paris. It \·1as pointed out that the 
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denial of a visa to a member of the Executive would constitute a very danitrou11 
precedent and it was reported that the editors of the Yiddish newspapers bad sent 
strong telegrams to Mr. Acheson, asking for his intervention (a telegi,.run was sub­
sequently received from the State Department, informing the Council that the visa 
had been granted). 

AOTIOl: IU SUPPORT OF JEWISH AGENCY PROPOSAJ'JS 

Dr. Silver scid that the question had arisen as to whether we had made cleo.r 
to our Government that American Zionists st~nd behind the Jewish Agency in the 
proposal which it had advanced to the Ameri t.~an Government, and concerning the 
wisdom of which some of un had had serious d.oubts. 

The infonnati on that we did stand behind these proposals was conveyed to the 
Government in three or four different ways in the last two weeks. It was conveyed 
in a letter which reached the President; it \m.s convoyed verbully through two or 
three different sources, and Dr. Silv-or h n.d also tak:Gn occasion to request Senator 
Taft some two weeks ago to communicate with Sono.tor Vandenberg in Paris and to 
request him to press upon Mr. Brynes tmd Mr. :Bevin the program on immigration and 
also the Agency proposals. 

On Wednesday, October 9, Sena.tor Taft received the following teletyped 
message from Senator Vandenberr , via the State Departnent: 

"The Secretary (:Byrnes) says that the President has 
assumed personal control of all negotiations to which 
you ref er. Understand in such ci rcumstnnces the 
Secretary could not intervene without the President's 
direction, The Secretary . will return to Washington 
next week and talk it over. 11 

Senator Taft had indicated in his cable that Dr. Silver wo,s :rreparecl, if necessary, 
to fly to Paris. There ,1as no doubt but that the Administration knew that if it 
were prepared to move aggressively in the direction of the proposcls made to it 
by the Jewish Agency, then it would have the backing of the Zionists of' Ar.10rica. 
Dr. Silver doubted, however, whether the Administration was ~oing to move 
aggressively along those lines and he was rather inclined to believe that the 
proposals for parti tlon we:rA pretty well dead. Under these circumstances, the 
more we talked about our fundar.1ental rlghts under the Mandate, etc., the better 
it would probably be for the ultimate outcome. 

VISIT OF HR. :BEVIN 

Mr. Segal urged that action be tak8n in connection with the visit of i:~r. 
:Bevin to the United l{ati0n3 meeting in .America. He suggeGted as possibilities 
l) a demonstration outsiue -~he UN "b.u.1lding; 2) the dramat:i.zing of our case in 
the public pre~s; and 3) actempting to obt,un from a nurber of City Councils, 
such as those of Uew York. Chicag~1 and Los Angeles, the paasage of Resolutions 
in behalf of the Zionist ca.oe and criticizj.ng the acti ons of the :British Govern­
ment. 

It was urged, on the other hand, that this was a matter which should first 
be clarified by the la,qers of the Council. Thus, it was sug&ested that there 
was some internationcl agroemen·li W:'lich would preclude demonstrations of this kind; 
otherwise, various h1.terested gl"ou.:ps might stage s·11.ccess1.ve demcnstrations ond 
destroy the possibillty of offering ho&pitality to the United Nntions in this 
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country. The .view was also expressed that the most careful consideration mu,t be 
given to the effect such a demonstration would have on public opinion generally 
in this country. Reference was ma.de in this connection to the bad impression 
created by the advertisement in the press addressed to Mr. Churchill by the 
Revisionists at the time that he was here during the war: 

It was agreed to refer the matter to a committee to think through forms of 
proper action to be taken in connection with Mr. ~evin 1s visit. 

UNITED NATI OMS 

In answer to an inquiry, Mr. Lipsky reported briefly on the work of the 
Jewish Agency in relation to the United Nations. 

Mr. Shapiro drew attention to the internatione.J. conference which it had been 
contemplated would be held under the auspices of the World Committee for Palestine 
during the time of the United Nations meeting. Considerable preparation had been 
made to go forward with the meeting, but as a result of recent advices from Dr. 
Goldmann. the meeting had been called off. 

Mr, Lipsky indicated that the meeting had been called off merely for the time 
being and that it was likely that it would be revived. 

There was a reference also to the possible help of Mr. Sumner Welles with 
whom Dr. Akzin was in touch. 

Mr. Tulin drew attention to the conditions under which the Palestine issue 
might come before the United Nations: 1) some Government might bring it up before 
the Security Council as something that tended to disturb the peace of the world. 
In that case a vote for a discussion to take place would require the support of 
seven members of the Council, including five members each of whom had the right of 
a veto. 2) Great !ritain might herself bring it up by proposing a new Trusteeship 
agreement. On the other hand it was possible for l3ri tain sim:ply to ignore the 
United Nations so far as the Palestine Mandate was concerned and there was nothing 
that could be done about it. It was thus entirely in the hands of the British 
themselves whether they would raise the Tru.steeship issue and he interpr~ted the 
postponement of the Conference in London to December 16 as a means of by-passing 
the United Nations. 

The Chairman indicated that further discussion of this matter lay within the 
:province of the Jewish Agency. 

PROFOS.AI, OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE FOR LABOR ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

Dr. Fekelis said that he had been instructed by his Central Committee to 
suggest certain concrete demands which might be formulated by American Zionism to 
the United States Government. The Permanent Mandates Commission had declared 
unanimously that the White Paper of 1939 was inconsistent with policies previously 
accepted by the League; further, by a :majority vote, that the 1939 White Paper was 
a violation of the Mandate. There was no similar declaration having similar legal 
significance and formality on the part of the United States Government. It was 
time that the United States Government should make up its mind th.at a.s a matter of 
international law the State Department should declare the White Paper of 1939 a 
violation of international law and of the Mandate. 

A further step would be for the Department to indicate that the White Paper 
was also a violation of the Anglo-American Agreement of 1924 { this would be a 
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reversal of a position already taken by the Department). 

A third point in the declaration which should be soubht would consist of the statement that the White Paper of 1922 being an interpretation of the Mandate which, in tum, was embodied in the Anglo-American Treaty of 1924, is part and parcel of that Treaty and that, therefore, the principle of economic absorptive capacity is part and pare.el also, not only of international law at large, but of the Anglo-American Treaty as well. 

Finally, the unanimous finding of the Angler-American Committee of Inquiry to the effect that the economic•absorptive capacity of Palestine at present enables 100,000 Jews to be settled in Pru.estine, is a conclusive fi~1ding in international law as to the extent of that capacity and that the Government of the United States accepts it as such. From this it would follow that the restriction on the emigrnr­tion of the 100,000 Jews to Palestine is a violation of the criterion of the economic absorptive capacity and of the White Paper of 1922, and so implicity, alsot of the Anglo-American Convention of 1924. 

This should be incorporated in a note to the British Government -- the demand of the United States Government being based on the existence of tho Treaty. The degree of concurrence between the Presidential statements and the State Department policies and the willingness of the latter to do ~omething which is within its power to do could be tested by such a proceeding. 

In the course of the brief discussion that followed, it was suggestP.d that it would be most unfortunate if occasion were now given to our Government of entering into a legalistic discussion with respect to the present situation. Moreover, thero was the danger that the British might thereby be afforded the opportunity to propose submission 'l.lllder the Charter of the whole issue to the International Court of Justice, which was not yet even organized. A decision migj).t bo a matter of years and, in the meantime, we will be :precluded from press­ing the issue. 

It was agreed, in the ci rcumstnnces, not to talce further n.ction on Dr. Pekelis1 
:proposal. 

POLITICAL ACTION IN AMERICA 
. 

Dr. Wise raised the question of the public campaign whi c-.h had been initiated to bring pressure on the Administration in regard to the Palestine issue. It was his impression ( an impression which on reference to the Hinut es it was subsequent]y indicated that he was mistaken) that what had been agreed upon was a campaign · of :private and not of public pressure. 

Dr. Wise referred to his interview with the President, details of which he had given to Dr. Silver, following ~nich a statement which had also been ohown to Dr. Silver and which had received his a:pproval had been transmitted to the Presi­dent- The President had thereupon acted; he had taken certuin measures which were embodied in the decla:::-ation that he had made. It was a result obtained through private rather than public pres sure, al though Dr. Wise gront ed that the public pressure which had :preceded it hud produced an impact which might well have had a part in bringing ubout the statement. There might be differences of opinion as to the importance of tho statement, but it represented a continuing action of the President. 

Dr. Wise considered the continuing public compa.ign as an increasing violation of the spirit of the agreement. In this connection he referred to a postcard 
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issued by the President of the Manhattan Zionist Region and also to a newspaper 
description of a meeting of the Manhattan Zionist Region in which the heading 
read 11Manhattan Zionist Region rebukes Administration -- Lacks Faith in the 
Campaign Promises of the Democratic Party. 11 

To clarify what had alre~dy been decided at meetings of the Committee, 
Dr. Silver read from the previous Minutes. He went on to say that the statement 
of the President crune as a political move on the part of the Administration to 
counteract the great political pressure which had begun to develop in this country 
as a result of the work which was being done by this body. At the same time, it ✓ 

was his opinion that the issuance of the statement by the President t'!as hannful 
and not advantageous. What we were aiming at was not another statement of 
President Truman. We had had such statements before. What we were seeking was 
that finally, under pressure of the approacL:i.ng election, the President would use 
the diplomatic channels to bring :pressure on Prime Minister Attlee to get results 
-- publicly to announce those results instead of issuing another statement. His 
statement was not going to bring the Jews out of the concentration camps. What 
was necessary was to get the President and the State Department to follow through. 
It was not conceivable that the President of the United States had not the power 
to bring :pressure to bear on the '.British Gover11ment to do what the :British Govem­
ment stands committed to do and to what our own Government stands committed 
through its own official pronouncements. It was important, of course, that the 
ads which are issued by the New York City Zionist Actions Committee should be in 
the spirit of what we wanted to do, and he believed that the advertisements that 
had been published had been :tn that spirit. On the other hand, we could not be 
held responsible if a District of the ZoO.A. went off a.nd said things on its own 
which were not in order. At the smne time, he would bring the matter to the 
attention of the z.o.A. Executive and ask thom to bring order into their Districts11 

In the course of the discussion which followea., Mrs. Epstein urged that the 
material issued in connection with the :public cam:paign be passed on by a repre­
sentati ve group -- possibly the :Board of Officers. 

The Chairman suggested that this point might be met by the presence of a 
representative of Hadassnh on the Zionist Actions Cammi ttee. To have a larger · 
body charged with ~esponsibility would be to stymie all action at a time 'When we 
have ver:y few days left in which to operate. 

Upon a vote taken that the ads which a:ppear in the public press shall, after 
they have been approved by the Zionist Ac~ions Cormni ttee ·.but before publication be 
submitted to the Board of Officers of this body, five were in favor and six were 
opposed. The motion was accordingly lost. 

It was agreed, in conclusion, that there be a meeting of the Full Council 
the following Monday and that pending that meeting the decision talcen at the 
previous meeting of the Executive Committee urging members of the Executive Com­
mi ttee to refrm.n from :political partisan activities until the following meeting 
would continue to hold good. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:50 P.M, 

A. L. 



CONFIDEUTIAL NO. 104 

AMERICAN ZIONIST EHE:RGEHCY COUUCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF EXECUTIVE COMl-:ITTEE 

November 14, 1946 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the .American Zionist Emergency 
Council was held on Thursday, November 14, at 4:30 P .. ·..-~, at 31-2 Madison Avenue, Ne,1 York City. 

PRESENT 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silve r (presiding), Gcdnl.i a l3ublick, Philip Cruso, Leon Gellman, Israel Goldstein, Rabbi Uro;: Kirshblu1:1 ., Louis Li})Sky_, Emanuel Neumann, Alexander Pekelis, Judge Mo1,ris Rothenberg,, Lo ui s Segal, David Wertheim, Dr. Stephen s. Wise, 

I. B. Berkson, Simon Federbush, Isaiah L .. Ken en, Ignacy Schwarzbart, Abraham Tulin, Meyer w. Weisgal, Mrs. Stephen s. Wise. 

:Benjamin Akzin, Gerold Frank, .Arthur Lourie, Harold P. Manson, Har:ty L. Shapiro, Joseph Stemstein, Abraham ~~vim. 

TELEGRAl-i FBOM HADASSAH 

Dr. Silver reported that a telegram had been r eceived from Mra. Judith Epstein, stating th .-,,t the Hadassah represent atives wo 1ld not be ba.c.: fro :n their Convention in time for the meeting of the Executive Committee of thnt afternoon and asking that the meeting be deferred to the following dcy or to the early part of next week. 

Dr. Silver said that unfortunately it would not be possible for him to remain over in New York as he had to return to Cleveland that eveningo In the circumstances, he had indicated to Urs. Epstein the..t the meetine would t ake place, but that no decisions involving a vote would be t al:en. 

CORBESPONDEl~OE WITH PRESIDENT OF PRI1:Cl1TON UiUVZRSITY 

Pursuant to a decision t[,,:en by the Council, a letter had been sent to the President of Princeton University \'Ji th reference to the non-inclusion of a Zionist spokesman in the dincussi on on the Near En.st which wus to tuh::e place as part of the centenarJ celebrations. Dr. Dodds hLd indicated that the subjects for discussion ,-rould have no relevance to the political pro·olems of the a~~ea, b·11+.,. in specifying those subjects, hn.d omitted, presur.1!.4bly been.use of unc".wareness, the discussion which it had been learned was to t alee place on 11 The Arab Peoples in Their National and International Relationships." 

An appropriate rei1ly had been sent to Dr. Dodds, informing him of what was proposed. 
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PUBLICATIOU OF MUFTI'S PERSONAL FILES 

It was reported that a letter had been sent to the Under Secretary of Sta c , 
re4uesting the speedy release for publication of the files of the ex-Mufti of 
Jerusalem, which had been ca-pt1:;.red by the Americ an forces in Germany and It uly 
and which were now in the possession of the State Department. 

REPORT :BY MR. :BEBL LOCKER 

The Chairman welcomed Mr. :Berl Locker, nembcr of the Executive of the Jcwi s,:i 
Agency di rec ting the work of tho London Office, who had come to .Ame1'1. ca on a 
brief visit. 

Mr. Locker e::prcssod his pleasure at meeting for the first time the members 
of the lmergency Council~ In reporting on the situQtion in London, he st ated 
that, while there had been a slight improvcr.10.n t in the a.tmosphero in relation 
to the Government, the change did not j 1stif;;r U.'1? f.;.r .. ren.ching ~onclu::..i ons. The 
appointmimt of Hr (. Creech-vones as Colonial So1.::rot ..... rJ wa.s undoub -t. eC'1.ly a gain 
because he wan both more S'J"mpathetic and bett0r i nf u1med than hi::; p::eclecessor. 
The :E·orcig,n Offit;er howeve1·, ,,,as today playing t he c:1.021 inant role in the Palestine 
situation, thou.6 ! t!1e general line was laid do·.vn by the 0a!'linet,. : ·rC! 1ocY.er 
attribu~ed to 1: r o Croech-Jones the release of the Jeuish Agency leaders, and 
emphasized that no price had been exacted in exchange for this QCt on the part 
of the Government. 

He referred to the various conversations which had taken place between 
Je,.rish Agency and Government represent(~tives and indicated that the former had 
spoken in very clirect and forthri€:ht tenns. Among the matters raised by the 
Government had been a demand for assistance in putting down the terror and also 
action to reduce illeg, l imnigration. So far as the latter was concerned., we hp cl. 
indic~ted that we neither could nor would do anything. As concerns the terror. 
we had emphasized that the Agency condemned the terror but was not in a position 
to take direct action against the terrorists. 

The Government was most anxious that we should participate in the Conference, 
but we had made it clear that we could not even discuss this until tho Jewish 
Agency leaders had been released. As Ur. Locker put it, those \·.rho were free 
regarded themselves as morally in Latrun and to particiDate in a conference with 
the Government it was necessary that we should be on the sor.ie level with them. 

Mr. Locker referred to conversations which he had had not only with 
Mr. Creech-Jones, bu.t also ,'li.th other inistersc. He referred, in particular, 
to one meml)er of the Cabinet who believed in partition and was of the opinion 
that the proper procedure would be for the Br5. ti sh C·overnmont to ley down the 
principle, leaving it to the Conference to work out dotailse He was very fri cndly 
to the Zionist cause but tms, nevertheless, very irritated by the .American 
atti tudeo In dealing with this, 1/r. Locker had said to him th--.. t fortunately or 
unfortunately it was a fact that there \lore elections in America every two years 
and that it was inevitable in this connection that the Zionists should press thei 1 
point of viewo Regarding the char6 e that AJ1erica stands on the sidelines and 
talks but does not want to help in any way, ~.lr. Locker had pointed out that the 
American Government had made various offers with regard to finrn1ce and transport 
and he asked the Cabinet Minister in question wh€ th9r Britain really wanted 
.American military help. The reply to this had been that if America would nerely 
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say that she was reaey to assist militarily, this would be a treraendous gain in 
dealing with any possibility of an Arab rising. 

Mr. Locker stated that a further eler.1ent in the slight change of atmosphere 
to which he had referred was the fact that t h e Govornnent h::1.cl di 3covered. thc:.t 
the policy initiated on June 29 did not justify itnelf. 'I·hey seem to have 
thou@lt that if they would arrest the Jel1i sh Agency leader s thc1·e \lould be an 
iruned.iate outcry but that this would subside and they \-1ould then be inn positi ;i 
to deal with "moderates." The f act was, as he had pointed out, th o.t the only 
party ,ihich had been helped ,-,ere the Revisionists, while that GroUi) on which 
the British presnm~bly ho1) ed to rely hav., D,s the votes for Con,; r css indi cated, 
been reduced by 50~. 

The British Governr.1ent was certainly very uneasy about the situ, tion in 
Palestine. This was due primarily, however, not to the terror but to resistnnco 
of a united Yishuv. They had not succ eeded i n Getting nny ~uislings. 

In referring to the e.tti tude of Hr., Attlee , ~I r. Locker s o.id that, according 
to reports, he apparently regarded the Jews i n Pnl cs ·~i ne us 11 pro-Russian," though 
steps have been taken to disabu3e his r:1ind of that i np rossion. 

Replying to a questi on about the recent st ctenents by Mr., Chur-c!1ill that 
Great Britain should hF.ind t he Mnndate over to the United Nati ons if she was unable 
to fulfill it, Mr. Locker warnecl of the dangers involved should the whole issue 
in fact be transferred to the United 1:ations. 

As regards the sign:i.ficance to be attached to the "revolt 11 of the sixty 
members of the Labor Party on issues of Bri ti th forei ()l policy; Hr• Locker 
pointed out that this group included some who are by no menns friendly and that 
it was not to be inferred that the dissidents would be h elpful to the Zioni s t 
l)Oint of view. 

In answer to a further que s tion as to whether t h e Agency would enter the 
London Conference if the British Govcrnnent n.greod that the basis need not be 
the Morrison-Grady plan, but at the same time refused to corrmi t i tnelf to any 
other specific basis, Ur. Locke r s aid that a fo1inula for Jowi sh participation 
in the discussions had been reached in Septe!!lbero Since t h en , houever, the 
situation had changed. The London Conference had been postponed o.n d the Zionist 
Congress would now talce place before the talks were resurne a. It v1as his personal 
opinion tha t in view of the sori1 ewho.t changed ntmo nphere ue ~;hould, ,,hile :rejectine 
any suggestion that we di ncuss the 1-Iorri son l)larr, not be too rigi d in our con­
ditions. 

Replying to a questi on as t o whether it was trne that the British "Imperial 
Defense Committee" had taken a strong positi on agninst us, i-ir,- Locker sn.id that 
he could not confirm that that was so, but undoubtedly the rnilit a17 were un­
friendly. 

VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES OF MR, BEVIN 

Proposals were made that 1-!r. Bevin should be seen by a small group of 
Senators representing both Parties and also that such a delegation should see 
Mro Byni.es. It was reported in this connection that Senator :Brewster had met 
with Mr, Byrnes on Wednesdey, November 13, and had been surprised to find that 
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i1Ir. Byrnes still apparently held the vieu which was his six months n __ ,o, favorint, 
the return of the Je,,,s of Europe to their original hones. 

Certain action had already been taken to enlist the active support of 
Republican leaders end Dr. Silver had been in touch both ,-,i th Scn~tors Taft an•i 
Vandenberg in that connection. Senator Vandenberg e:>..~ected to meet ,,i th Mr. BeYir 
at dinner during the week-end. 

It was also reported that i-1r. Acheson and Lord Iverchn.pel hn.d come to lrew 
York to participate in discussi ons with Mr. Bevin and I-Ir. B.:,"rnos. 

In the circumstonces, it would not be advisable to orgnnize dclog::: tions to 
meet with Hr. Bevin and Mr. 3yrnes but• at the same time, it would be valuable 
if we could obtain favorable eA-pressions of editorial opinion at this time in 
the press. 

BERGSON G~UP 

Approval was expressed of the re:port in tllo.t morning I s press of the con­
demnation broadcast by the "Voice of Israel" of t'1e :dert::; son group; it w-:i,s 
suggested that further action be taken to show, in tho clearest wa:y, that the 
Yishuv repudiates this body. 

It was acreed that the matter be referred to the Jewish Agency. 

PROPOSAL FOR STATE 1ENT ON WHITE P.APEa B"'I ST.ATE DEFARTIOOTT 

Dr. Pekelis raised again the question of the possibility of obt aining a 
declaration from the State DeiJartment regarding the legality of the Uhi te Paper. 

After a brief discussion, it was resolved that no action be taken upon this 
matter. 

CONGRESS DELEGATES 

Mr. Cruso referred to two checks which had been subni tted to him for signa.­
ture for members of the Staf'f to go to the Congress. 

He pointed out that one of these ,-ras in respect of a member of the Staff 
who was going as a delegate for the z.o.A. and, in those circumstances, he felt 
that the z.o.A. should bear the eA'})enses. He ru.so raised the question of 
principle as to whether such expenditures in genercl should not be approved by 
the Oonnnittee. 

The Chairman suggested that with regfl,rd to the first point, the matter 
should be settled between the Z$ o.A. and the Finance Committee of the Emergency 
Council; the Chairman said, further, that he had felt it a:ppropriate that certain 
members of the staff who were interested and could render a service should be 
invited to attend the Congress. It should be left to the Finance Oommi t tee to 
consider the question of the expenditures involved. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:10 P.i-1. 




