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11•111 •EI.EISE /ru, 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associaled Organiz11#o#s: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-ll60 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

EXECUTIOH' OF THREE J1"WS BY BRITISH CALLED 

A "DELIBERATE ACT OF PROVOCATIOIJ" 

- - ---
AMERIO.AH ZIOlHST EMERGEllCY CO~JHCIL CFARGFS TH.AT BRITAIN 

W.AUTS "HO PEACE Ir :?ALES'.i:IlJE" 

---~----

New York, July 29 -- The l\merica11 Zio!1ist E1:1erge!'lcy ColL11.cil, speaki!lg for all 

official Zionist orga~izatio~s ·n t e United States, charged today that the execu­

tion of three Je'iS by the British Gover!l-rne.nt in Palestine was a 11 deliberate act of 

provocation. n 

Pointing out that this ptm.itive action occurred at the very moment when the 

United Nations Special Committee on Palestine was pla'l'lning a definite sottlenent 

of the Palestine problem in Geneva, Switzerla"1d1 the Council bltL11.tly asserted that 

"Great Britain wants no settlement, no clarification, a11.d no peace in Palestine." 

Dr • .Abba fill el Silver is the chairman of the .American Zionist Emerga'lcy Cou..'lcil. 

The full text of the state~ent follows: 

"The execution by the ]ri tish forces in Palestine of three members of the Irgun 

Zvai LeUigi, in defia11.ce of a resolution of the nited nations General Assembly a11.d 

of a request by the United 1 ations Special Comittee on Falt) tine, is a deliberate 

act of provocation. It clearly shows that the British Governma11.t is determined to 

place its own prestige above the interests and desires of the international com­

munity. The execution, as well as the illegnl seizure of the Exodus 194? on the 

high seas a'ld the enforced return of her _passengers to Enrope, proves that Great 

Britain does not wa'l'l.t peace in Palestine. 
(more) 
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"A.11 this occurred while the United nations Committee is planning a definite 

settlement of the tragic Palestine problem. If Br i tain old have been int er ~ t cd 

in such a scttlema"lt, she vould hav adopted a different course in both case . • 

But Great Britain wa.."1.ts no settlement 1 no clarification, and no peace in Palestine. 

11 The notorious 1 azi Field Marshal Kesselring snot ha..'l'lged by the British. 

s death sentence was conu~uted by a British Military Court. Jacob eiss. a 

Jeuish soldier who fought in TTorld War II to ava Britain from KesselrL"1g 1 uas 

ha"lged today with his t ··. o colleagues by the :Br i tish. Their sent~..nces uere not 

commuted. lfo [;renter injustice a."1.d no greater folly co u.ld be imagi!led." 

-30-
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizracbi • Poale-Zion 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

fil)R IMMEDIATE. l@JEASE 

AMERICAN ZIONISTS EXPRESS SOLIDA.."q!TY W:.TH PAL]STINE JEWISH LEADERS 

SEIZED IN ¥LASS ARRESTS 

- .. - --
New York, N. Y., Aug. 6 - The entire Zionist movement of the United 

States today joined in an expression of solidarity with the Jewish leaders 

of Palestine who were seized yesterday in mass arrests by :Sri tish forceso 

Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver, Chainnan of the American Zionist Emergency Council, 

conveyed American Zionism's Strf'port in cables to the three Mayors arrested 

by the Br! ti sh - Mayor Israel Rokach of Tel Aviv, Mayor 0ved l3en Ami of 

Nathanya and Mayor Abraham Krini tzy of &math Gan - and in a wire to the 

Jewish Agency office in Jerusolem requesting that the message of solidarity 

be transmitted to all those seized in the most recent mass arrests. 

Dr. Silver's cable reads: 

1 The entire Zionist movement of the United States joins in this 

expression of solidn.ri ty with you in your moment of tribulation. 

The Palestine Government~ s illegal a.et in arresting you with out 

warrant is the latest example of the contempt for law and justiee 

now prevailing Eltllong l3ritish authorities in the Yishuv. We are 

confident. however, that this most recent provocation to further 

violence, aimed at Bplltting the Yishuv, will fail as ignominiously 

as have similar acts of the past. Stand firm and be of good cheer. 

-30-
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Abba Hillel Silver 
Chaiiman, American Zionist Emorgeney 

Council" 



.. -·~RESS REI.EASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associated Organizations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-PoaJe Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR I Ji iEDI ATE RELEASE 

zro:!rsr.1s OF AFER~C.l RUL :BIRi:~ OF JEWISH STATE 

entire orgal'lized Zionist moveme!1t in the U~ited States , today iss1ed the follo ing 

sta.te?:1ent on t} e TJnit ed l,,ationo ' e!)dorsonent of the p l a-ri t o set 1p separate Je·1ish 

and .Arab s t ates in Pa.J.estin.e : 

oday a mil es tone ria~ rea l1ec. i!l t • .e '1i stor y of t}· e w rl d. In e!ldor sing the 

pl::Ll'l to set up separate Je,.•,is.1 a"'ld Arab states in Palestine , tr.e -nited .ations has 

e!lded 2000 years of !1atio~1al homeless!less for the Je ~1isi. peopl e . The deep emotion 

experi e!lced by Je,.,s tl r oughout the ~7o r ld to~ cannot be, conveyod in w r ds , fo r ru.l 

t he hopes al'l.d a i r ations of Jewr y , gro?i!lg out of centuries of p9rsec tion a-rid 

h1llliliat ion 1 have bee!l conc c. trat ed on t~1is one day of ft lfilmcnt . 

On behalf of tl- e e:1ti r c organized Zio::1ist mover.ient in t 1e United States , which 

it r epr esent s , the .A.TJerical'l Zionist Erc~ge:1cy Cou.l'l.cil w·.G~1es to share Je 1ry' s pro­

found joy at this moment with the millions of .Aneric:i."113 of all r aces al'ld c r eeds .ho 

have fou ht slde b;, side , i th ~s during the pa t years to achiev this measur e of 

justice. Without the •:1l olehear ted sur,p-:> r t of Juneri c an _pu lie o?inion , thi ,. g r eat 

victo r y fo r humal'li t ~ co i l d not have bee~ b r m n-ht ab u t. TLroughout a lo!lg succe si n 

of crises a_ d set bac1-:-::s t he America-ri pea ,le have remained steadfant tn thei r deter i ­

nation that Je..-lish natio!lal hoMelcs ness a!ld p0r socutio ... mus t cea~e. 

Our deep tl a-rik go out t o al l o-: t ::e Govcr!l11~nt ··bi ch vo t ed today t o set up 

indeponde!l t Je··ri sh a.?1d .A.rab states i n P:ll estine. We arc :>rlr ti cular ly n i !ldful of t h e 

great effort s devoted to t 1e a chievement of thi s dec i sion by t .e delegutio!ls of the 

(mo r e) 
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Unj tecl States n."ld the Soviet Union, to whom e convey o r profound {;rnt :lt1. cle. ~c 

t, t..:11: aJ.so the British. Dominio_ s, the Et ,ropea..'1 co'\.L"ltrtes , 2-11.d t e Latin f\meriC'l-'1 

nations who e:1dorscd the er cat· on of t he Jewish Stat c . 

The .Azneric:)_11 Zionist Fmer[e:?. cy Council is hap:py to call specio.l atte:_tion to 

the role played. by ti1e Zi o!d sts of .America durin~ the pas't crucial, often he rt­

brcaki!1g 9 years. The Cf'las11l css efforts !1.d rl.ovo t ion oi' tL.c loc~l Zi o:!. i st 'filiH'rgcnoy 

Cor·mi tte0s connti tuted n m:\jo::."' factor in our pc iticnl l3truz:glc. c send our tha'1ks 

to the tireless ':Yorkers of the i1nni~t r ru '" .:!..'1rl. file who h .vc reason to _be pro.id 

of t'1eir acconp 1 isbn0!.t s lL"ldor t h e 1 cn.dcrs! i9 of Dr. A"ob..,. Hillel Sil vcr. Tj1c 

Ameri C.1.."1 Zionist F(n vrge!,. CY Council t£1kcs partici.1.lc:ir pride in tl1e fact thn.t i. ts 

lnadGr, Dr. Silver, 1 oc:i , L hi. c~acit;r of Ch'1.irma:: o: t .. e 1cric::l.!l SJctio!l of t.10 

Jorn.sh 
C 

express our o-r .ti tudo f l, r t he n.ble ru d of .. "'Acti r0 ~1ork nccomplishcd by tosl c Sliertok, 

head of tho Politic:u Dopnrt:-ri.:;2;.t of tt·c c,; c•:;·:lsh :•:~. c ~, m d by tl c le-:i.lers of t .. 10 

.Arnerlc , Section, 11ho h, ve net t , . c.La).le?" .. O of the p st riistoric ontts r'_"ld have 

achieved for the J0 .ish,pcoplc n0. dignity rn d rnspoct 

world. 

o G tho n~tions of tho 

Diffic 11 t dt:i:•,.s r.iny ·-et bo •1: end of us . 0 do not wish to mini izc the d&~cers 

th t may co.~fro?1t the tT ~\7i.sh Stnte . We nro co. fido!'t, h(;r:CV<Jr , thnt the citizens 

of that St:i.te Ca!l dcfc~.d their St tor.cod t1!'d t}:lnt AJ cric,x1 p, blic opi!lion will 

rt.:m3.in constantly 0!1 tiln a .. rt to snfo 1n:4d ito 

We se~d o r brothorly greoti!' t o tiic stnltm.rt cjtizc!1s of t:10 Je iish St"\te 

i!l PalestL e ~1.d to ollr leRs fortunn.to, b 1t equ'\11-, heroic, ·or'3thrc.."1. L the dis-

d on Cypru:;, 7lho will s9O:1 b ,Jco n0 citizens of that 

Stat e. Their su: eri!l{; ri .. d pati C:!'i.CO hn.s n0t bee=. L_. vnin. 

Long livu the Jc-,zli h St ato l 

- 30 -
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PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Associated Organziations 

Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizracbi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of America-Poale Zion 
United Zionists-Revisionists of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Pa.rty) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR EDIATE RELEASE 

DP.. SILYER THANKS PRESID~iT TRU FOR SUPPORT OR PALESTINE 

-----------------
New York, Dec. 1 -- Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the .A.r.lerican 

Zionist Erner ency Council and of the Azncrican Section of the Jewish Ar ency 

for Palestine, today conve,~ed to Prosidunt Trnrna.n rtp~.:,found ~ratitud:i for 

the lcad8rship y~u~ Mr, Prcsid0nt. have shown on the ~uestion f Palestine -­

l eadership which crulm inated in th0 1Tni tcd .. a tt ')11S I historic dee is ion of 

Saturday• Nc,veir.~ er 290 11 

In a to.cgram t the Prc~id~'nt, r ele od by the @er ency Council, 

Dr. Silve r declared: "Your policy --:n P·leotir.e has also served to croato a 

strong bond of friendship .ot-ee:i the . nr-1·ic:ui pe plc and the J er. ish citizens 

f Palesti e which. we arc confidcn·t, will s a!"va th0 bost intor'l sts of both 

countries. You have won a ~lace of tlirti:ct10n in J . ish hiut~ry. Jay the 

years ahead find us all moving fnrward to~ards the cttcr , freer world ~hioh 

is our common go 1.1 

The text of Dr. Silvcr 1 s ire f~llo~s: 

"ON THIS JOYOUS OCCASIO.r FO:t THt.i ~ l!} l'I SH EOPL~ THR GEO.IT 'fi!E '::OR!JD , 

WHEN THE ~EL-011) HOP&:.:> OF ISP--i-t.iL H.\.V~ BJ!i_J; ~ OF.S3D BY THE !TED 

. NATIONS, t.i SBND YOU, ill , PRES ID . ~, J.HIS HZAR:'F~T .t!iXPRESSIOl-T OF OUR 

THANKS FOR THE GBll SUP ... ORI1 WHICH YO 1 v-'-' GIVEN CUR CAT SE. BEHALF 

OF TH3 E !1.r!Rl ORGAN I UID Z!OlES·.r L011~ ~ F OlB. c,:rr TRY - HICE IS 

RESENTED Il TH.!.: .:...~J~RICilN ZIO ·1s11 ~vIERG "CY COlTifCIL , WE t.iYl'?.. iSS OUR 

PROFOUUD GRA~IT:JDE FO:a lii J 1-£.AD 1lrSHI YO RAV] SHOu C. ...H~ Q,TI'.uSTIO OF 

PAL.clSTI rE -- LEADtJ.RSHIP ~mrcn CUL; : T I 1HS 3D .. ta.TIO TS 1 HISTORIC 

DECISION OF S"'TlJRD,.y, ;oVJ:.iM:SlR 29. Y01JR POL!CY O I PA.LEST! rE, 
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HAS ALSO SERVED TO CR~TE ~ STROJG BOIW OF FRI!!JJ.IDSF.IP BlT-:-EE:J' TF.JJ A. ':2.::'.C~~; 

PZOFLE ~m '£HE JE--:IsH CITIZENS OF PAT,ESTI E . ICH, iE ARE COllFID~,..r, 

,i"ILL SERVE ThE BES'.i: lfrERES1fS OF BOTH C01.N~RI.ES . YOU H.~TE 770...l A FL.CE OF 

DIST I JCT IO I Jt.i·,vrsH EISTORY. UAY TEE YEA.RS AR&ill FI 5 AL1 if.OVING 

FOR7.".ARD TOT ARDS THE :S3Tj.rER, FRE"t£R "'i RLD WHICH IS O R COMl.:O GOAL. " 

- 31 -
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- PRESS RELEASE from AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 
Assodated Organziations 

Zionist O~ganiz~ti~n of ~~ri~ • Hadass~ • Mizrachi Organization of America • Labor Zionist Organization of Amcrica-Poale Zion 
United Ziomsts-Revmorusts of America • Hashomer Hatzair • Achdut Havodah-Poale Zion (United Labor Zionist Party) 

342 Madison Avenue • New York 17, N. Y. • MU 2-1160 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE GIVES 

DFECTIVE REPLY TO "SMEAR LETTER" OF PETER H • BERGSON 

- - .... -
CHARGES THAT BEBGSON GROUP HAS NO MANDATE 11 TO SPEAK ON BEHALF 

OF PALESTINE OR PALESTillE JEWRY'' 

- - - .. 

New York, December 12 -- A vicious "smear" attempt by the ~ergson group 

to undermine support for the future Jewish State in Palestine was effectively 

answered todey by the noted author and Palestine authority, Eliahu Ben-Horin, 

adviser on Middle Eastern affairs to the American Zionist Jbergency Council, in 

a letter to the New York Heraldr-Tri bune. 

l?ointing out that it was the Bergson strategy "to continue the cruel joke 

which they played on the Jewish people when they established themselves ae the 

self-styled 1liberators 1 of the Hebrew nation and ambassadors of Jewish Pales­

tine," Mr. Ben-Horin charged that the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation 

was continuing 1 ts policy 11 to muddy the waters and add bewilderment to the public 

mind. 11 

With partition now a matter of United Nati one hi story, Mr. Bergson had 

enunciated the new policies of his organization in a letter to the Rerald.-Tri bune 

on December 10, 1947. In that correspondence, Mr. Bergson had charged that "the 

proposed ghetto-like 'Jewish State• will only perpetuate the abnormality of the 

Jewish position." 

In Mr. l3en-Rorin 1 $ reply, the noted author pointed out that II since the 

(more) 
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(Jewish) state will be created primarily to solve the present abnormal position of 

the Jewish people in the world, and since the Jews there will form a majority, it 

~~11 be open to every homeless Jew in the world 

"There is no need to go out of one's wa3 to insinuate non-existing complica­

~·-on~. Nor are difficulties bound to arise in the relationship between the Jews 

.-,+· America. and the future 'Jewish State.' It will be the same relationship as 

'.-3i.;ween the American Irish and Eire, American Greeks and Greece - namely an 

djt itude of great interest, sympathy, spiritual affinity and Ell.so of co-operation 

in many practical spheres," Mr. Ben-Horin stressed. 

The attack by Mr. Ben-Horin against the Hebrew Committee of National Libera,­

tion -- a Bergson front -- is part of the .American Zionist Emergency Oounc11 1 s 

attempts to expose the groups cont rolled by Mr. :Berson as speaking without any 

constituency in the Yishuv and without a mandate from its people. The Council, 

which speaks for every official Zionist party in the United States, has issued 

a pamphlet: "Palestine Jewry Disclaims the Dergson Committee" on this subject. 

The full text of Eliahu l3en-Hortn·t s letter fol lows: 

To the New York Herald-Tribune: 
Peter g. l3ergson 1 s letter in your issue of December 10 driv s me to the con­

clusion that Mr .• Bergson and his associ a.t es seem to be determined to continue the 
cruel joke which they played on the Jewish people, a. few years ago, when they 
established themselves as the self-styled 11 li berators" of the Hebrew nation and 
ambassadors of Jewish Palestine. In so utterly complicated a situ~tion as Pales­
tine presents it is very easy further to muddy the waters and add bewilderment in 
the public mind. This is apparently what Mr, Beirgson is determined to do. 

• 
l3efore answering Mr. Bergson's arguments, it is important to establish in 

whose name he speaks. Mr. Bergson signs his letter as "Chainnan Hebrew Committee 
of National Li borati on," and in the text he speaks as 11 we Palestinians." Has he 
a mandate to speak on behalf of Palestine as a whole, or on behalf of Palestine 
Jewry (leaving aside for the moment whether they should be called "Jews" or 
"Hebrews"), or on behalf of the world Zionist movement, the only movement of 
national ranaiasance and national liberation in Jewry? Mr. Bergson knows very 
well that he has no mandate from either the Palestine Yishuv or the Zionist 
Organization• This does not mean, of course, that Mr. Bergson is not entitled 
to have his own opinions on every question of Jewish life, differing, whenever 
he so chooses, from those accepted by the Zionist movement; but it would be more 
proper for him to voice these opinions in his own name, end not to mislead public 
opinion by assuming authority which is not hie. 

"Will the Jewish State be a kind of a Jewish Vacticanf" Mr. Bergson asks. 
~Y "kind of Vat'ican," and not "kind of a Czechoslovakia," or any other democracy? 

(more) 
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"Jewish State" is obviously a temporary designation for that part of Palestine 
which the United Nations has decided to place at the disposal of the Jewish people 
for immigration, colonization and the upbuilding of a homeland, As soon as that 
state is formally established it will have a name of its own. ·lhether that name 
will be 11 Palestine 11 (with the Arab State adopting a different name)• or Eretz 
Israel, or Judea, the nation - in the sense in which this word is understood in 
the English language. as "the people of one country under one government" -­
uthabiting that state will bear its name. Culturally, Jewish and Arab citizens 
of that state will be free to live side by side as two di stinet entities, each 
·1~ing its language and traditions. But in political allegiance they will con-
f:t .i. tute one nation. If the state is called 11 Judea, 11 the~r will be Judeans. Like­
·.,,:.se, those of the Jewish D.P.s in Europe, who will emigrate to "Judea, 11 will be 
/'.ldeans, and those will emigrate to Australia will be Australians. Likewise, 
tnose .Ameerican Jews, whether few or many, who will go to live in Judea will be 
Judeans, and the bulk of .Amorican Jewry will remain Americans as before. On the 
other hand, sinoe that state will be created primarily to solve the :present ab­
normal position of the Jewish people in the world nnd since the Jews will form 
there a na.jority, it will be open to every hor.ieless Jew in the world. 

There is no need to go out of one's We.¥ to insinuate non-existing complica­
tions. Nor are difficulties bound to arise in the relationship between the Jews 
of America and the future If Jewish State." It will be the sariie r~lationship as 
between the American Irish and Eire, Arre rican Greeks and Greece - nc:imel;r an 
attitude of great interost, sympathy, spiritual affinity and also of co-operation 
in many practical S!)heros. 

Such a relationship between 1'nerican Jew?"'J and the Jewish Stat e would be 
perfectly understandable and legitimate, without in the loast affecting the 
allegiance of the Jewish citizens of the United States; without making this 
allegiance "hYrhenated," and w1 thout necessitating the invention of hor.1espun 
theories about Hebrews and Jews. This Bergson theory, supposedly created for 
political expediency, has no basis in the present realities of Jewish life or 
in the problena.ti es of the Jewish future. 

Mr. Bergson is free, of course, to think that "the Zionist program is today 
arehaie.n It is an odd wey of describi.ng a political program which is now cele­
brating its well ean1ed triumph of international recognition. Webster's definiticn 
of "archaic II does not fit the occasion. 

Eliahu Bon-Horin 

-30-
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