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BRITISH :MBASSY,
Washington 8, D, C,

June 23, 1948

¥y dear Ffemator,

M¥r. Bevin hes asked me to ecknowledge on hig behslf your telegream
sbout the observetions on Palestine in his speech Lo the leabour Ferty Con=
forence at Bournemouth on the 12th June, He believes thet he csn best
snswer your telegrem by sending you the full text of his remarks, whieh
I now do on his bahalf,

Yr. Bevin thinks that the feollowing roints degerve attention and
are worth studying in their context:

(e) He did not sey thet he would not sgree to the admission

of the 100,000 Jews to Palestine. Il said %hat if they were put

there tomorrow, he would heve to send enother division of British

troops there end thet he waas not prepered to do it. Put although
he drew attention to these difficulties, he sald that he would
strive for a Palestinian State, from which the wvoice of the Jews
in Pelestine could be heerd in the chancelleries of the world,

(t) Thus although Mr. Bevin steted that he wes opposed to a
Jowish National State, he fevoured 2 Pslestinisn Ctele of some
gort. You will reecsll that the Anglo-Americen Committee unani-
mously recommended that Palestine should be neither & Jewish nor
an LAradb state.

(¢) Mr, Bevin made olear thet he wes determined that the Jews
ghould be given fair trestment; that he would not sgree to their
being excluded from sny country; end that he championed equal rights
for them in whatever country they were settled,

Senator Robert ¥, Wegner,

United States Sonate,
mtwm’ Dl c.




From the time when the Anglo~imerican Committee recommended the
edmission of the 100,000 Jews to Palestine, His Majesty's Government
have consistently taken the view that this movement would involve cer-
tuin heavy financiel end other commitments which they could not oarry
alone, Both this and other recommendetions of the report foreshadowed
the appointment of expert committees to advise the two Governments of
the United States and the United Kingdom. The advance party of the
United States expert committee, which recently arrived in london, was
wolcomed by the Foreign Office in the statement, of which a copy is
attached.

In sending this reply, Mr. Bevin has asked me to convey to you
his good wishes and to stress that in his Bournemouth speech he was
concerned to put forward, in an atmosphere of realism, some constructive
suggestions which he hopes may be of assistance in the meetings of
American and British officisls who are engeged in discussing together
the recommendations of the inglo=Americen Committee of Enquiry.

May I in oconclusion express my own deep conviction thet in
Priteain, whioch has traditionally been &:friend to the Jewlsh people,
there is no less & sincere and widespread désire than in the United
States to find a just and lasting solution of their tragic problem,

I am sddressing 2 similer letter to Senator Mead,

Yours sincerely,

/s/ dohn Balfour

His Majesty's Minister.
(In the sbsence from Washington
of His Majesty's Ambassedor)






