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QONFIDfilNTIAL 

Dr. bba Hillel Silver 
1ooselookmeguntic House 

Mooselookmaguntic, aine 

Dear Dr. Silvera 

J'uly 9, 1946 

342 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2-1160 

Thank you very much for your letter, which I found upon 
my return from Washington. You received, no doubt, the wire 
I sent you from Washington concerning my talk with the British 

mbassador. Here is a more dete.iled account. 

As I mentioned in my telegram, our conversation was in:f ormal 
a.nd friendl.7 -- and I have no doubt that it will prove useful 
from a Zionist viewpoint. In addition to the Ambassador end 
mrself, two roore people attended the lunch: a British Commander 
( whose name I did not catch) who seems to be a member of the 
Embassy Sta£f, and a. • Gra,dy, an Am rica.n who is the head 
of the Communic tions Division of the United Fruit Company 
and who is an old acquain:Gance of Lord In.verchapel. 

During lunch a general conversation went on touching on 
everything and on nothing in particular (including Palentine, 
the difference between the ebrew and Yiddish languages, etc.). 
J fter lunch, however, hen we retired to the dra· ing room, 
the Ambassador invited me to a corner where we sat by ourselves 
and had a long talk. I will recall here the main points 
worth noting: 

l. - CoID11enting on article in Harp er• s, Inverchapel said 
that there was nothing he was so much interested in as in the 
achievement of a British-Soviet understanding. To this I 
replied that hereas rrq article offers a pl for the solution 
of all the problems of the 141d.d1e East , I cannot see any middle 

ay for a British-Soviet understanding. ther this plan 1s 
accepted, or it is rejected but no patching up of slngle 
problems ould proVide a stcble and lasting solution. i th 
this st tement of mine, Inverchapel seemed to agree. 

2. - He said about my article that I seem to be ''too hard on 
the British." o which I replied th t, on the contre,17, I was 
far too lenient. I reminded him that it was Zionists who time 
end age.in advocated a permanent affiliation of a J'ewish Pe.lestine 
with a British Common ealth of Nations, end that it was the 
British who rejected it and have chosen a pro-Arab orientation 
instead. 
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3. - This brought us a.to another question. I told the 
Ambassador that as a Jew lmow that we never had a better 

friend in the orld then the British, to which he retorteda 

"I fully agree with you. " 

Then I saida ut you too never had better friends in 
the world the.n. the Jews - in this country, in rope and ill 

the ?.!iddle East." I enlarged on this subject reminding him 

of the role played by American Jewry in the first orld War 

a.nd in this war, adding& "Pardon my fT'anJmes c:- , but .L think 
it is sheer idiocy on the pa.rt of the make rs of Brita.in' s 
foreign policy to betray the onl7 reliable friends they have 

in the orld for the sake of an alliance with the Arabs of 

doubtful ve1ue. If you brought about such a situation hen 

Dr. Silver, t he most outstan ing leader of American Zionian 
and American 'Jewrr stands up in Madison Square Garden end ex

presses doubt as to whether Britain could be trusted with an 

American loan - this is a distinct 'achievement' of Britain's 

policy with regard to Palestine. I may also add from my 

contacts with the rank and file of American Jewry that it is 

Dr. Silver who represents the feelings and temper of American 

Jewry with regard to Bri tai. n's policies." This statement of 

mine was received by Inverchapel with a sad nod of helpless 
consent. 

4. - He then said that he believed th t the recent actions 
of the British in Palestine, regrettable e.s they were, were 
done in good fe.ith. I took issue with him on this point, 
telling him that I lived t h rough three pogroms in Palestine 

and that if it were not for the Hagene., the Jewish Yishuv 

ould be e.nnih.ile.ted; that the ~ana was a legitimate organ

ization whose existence was acknowledged by the British Govern

ment; that the Palmak was created in cooperation w1 th the 
British gh Comand during the war for post invasion guerrilla 
we.rfare in Pales-tine; and that how could he possibly believe 

that it was done in good f e..1 th, as the entire action was 
built on the assumption that the Jews in Palestine should 
entrust their security to a Government Which is unfr1endl7, 

mildly spealdng, and which failed to protect them in the past, 

as it ha.s been conflrmed in official British documents ( I 
referred him to the Peel Report). He listened to this ver, 

attentively, and remarked that all this was ne to him end 

that it certe.inly puts a different complexion on things. 

6. - When our conversation touched on the ti, Inverchapel 

said& "I know that you maintain that the British were responsible 

for his escape. I assure you that it was not so end that we 

had no part in it." To this I replieda "If I accept your 
assurance, would you e.dm1 t that during the many months of the 

ti's stay in France the British were well in a position to 

lay their hands on h1m if they wa?lt edl" 
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"This I nust a.dI!lit," the Ambassador answered. You will 
understand what was my reply to that and how I got him to ad
mit that the fact th~t they din not et the ti into their 
hands amounts pre.cticsl.ly to their co-responsibility for his 
return to the Middle East. 

6. - When Inverchapel spoke of the recent developments in 
Pal.estine, he sa.1.d sormthing to this effect: "As the Mandatory, 

r1 ta.in could not tolerate this state of affairs." I took 
him up on that, stating that the same Mandate under which 
Britain rules Pal.estine officially recognizes the status of 
the J'ewish Agency. Under what concepts of le; can the British 
Government raid the J' e?Lsh Agency and arrest 1 ts members? 
I went on to say that if I were arrested and forced into a 
car on the Sabbath, it would not have been so bad because I 
em not a religious observer, but to do that to a Jewish Rabbi 
is a distinctly Nazi-like practice. His reply to this was 
that he, of course, regrets it ver, much, especially the 
imprisonment of his good friend • Shertok. 

7. - Inverchapel said to me, on his initiatives ''You seem not 
to think much of the military strength of the Arabs in the 
• d e Fast. In this I tend to agree with you." . e then 

disa.1 ssed Pan-Arabism, and he said th t we cexmot hold 
Lr. Bevin responsible for the British e.tti tude in this mat • er 
for it as inaugurated under Churchill. He further said the.t 
when this line of poliey of support for Pen-Arabism was adopted 
bJ Britain, it was not m ant as an anti- ssien move. 

-O this I retorted th :t it might not have been at the 
time, but 1 t certainlJ is now and that Pussia is bound to 
regard it as such; and because I em sure of tha.t I am not 
perturbed - from a Zionist viewpoint - by occasional anti
Zionist utterances coming from oscow, because in the long 
run the Arab League must be a component of the anti-Soviet 
setup in the Middle East, end that there is no escape from 
these re lities. ·1th this analysis, Inverche.pel seemed to 
agree. 

a. - I now e.pproachee his 64 question. While during lunch 
we spoke of Soviet Russia's attitude to ds Palestine a.nd 
Zionism. Later, when the two of us conversed, Inverchapel 
came back to this topic Flsking me to tell him more a.bout the 
indications for a pro- onist cha.uge in Russia.' s attitude. 
I told him, making clear that all these are indications end 
reasoning on IJl7 part rather than actual facts. Then, he pUt. 

to me the following questions "Do you thillk that Soviet Russia 
mar stand a chance of nnn1ng the souls of Palestine and 
world J'e ry by adopting a pro-Zionist attitudeT• 
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I took great care to g1. ve him the right answer. I spoke 
at length of the state of total. despair into which the British 
have driven the J' ewish people; of the conclusion which has 
taken root in Jewish minds that Britain 1s faithless end 
that no reliance can be placed in any- cf her promises; and 
that a conviction is spreading that no one could be .orse 
than the British. For all these reasons, I said that I 
believe that under certain circumstances Pussia could win 
over the souls of the J'eWish people. 

I noticed that he was tremendously impressed by this 
answer, end I do not doubt that it will form an important 
part of his report to London of our <X>nversation. 

I mentioned my forth<X>ming trip to London, of ,: ich I 
v,rote to him in my first letter. and I said tha.t the only' 
reason for my stopping over in London w s my desire to meet 
British statesmen and to t el.k to them about the ddle Ee.stem 
a.nd Palestine pro bl ems, adding that if he 1/0 ld feel like 
introducing me to some people in Lona> n for this purpose, I 
ould appreciate it. He offered then to give me letters of 

recommendation to Mr. Hall, the Colon:i.a1 ecretary and to 
r. Crossman, the only member of the Anglo-American Committee 

of Inquil"'1 whom he knows well. I gratefully accepted his 
offer and he promised to send me these letters to Ne York. 

I believe to have covered comprehensively the highlights 
of our converse.tion. He as very cordial. up to the ver, end, and 
escort~d ■e downstairs to the ext t. J'udg1ng by the fact that 
although I did not pull D11' punches 1n the conversation, he was 
willing to introw.ce me to people in Lonoon, he uust have 
been favorabl.7 impressed. 

I did not think 1 t advisable to te.ke 1n1 tiati ve in 
suggesting a mee-ting between you and him, and I feel sure 
the.t yo:i will approve of this. However• should you consider 
1 t desirable to meet the Ambassador after some time. you will 
suroly find that my talk with him has laid the groundwork 
for your visit. 

I also saw 1n ashingtcm, Dr. Millspaugh and h•• had e. 
nice talk wt th him. He, too. is giving me introductions to 
London; one to the man in charge of the Middle lila.st in the 
British Foreign Office and another to a former British Ambassador 
to Iran. 

This morning. I received the first reply to my letters 
to London; from Dr. Edi th Swmm rsldll, Member of Parliament 
and Under Secrete.ry in the Ministry of Food. She 1s fairly 
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influential in the leadership of the Labor Party, end she 
writes that she ill be very glad to meet me when I am in 
London. 

It seems that I will postpone my departure until J"uly 
18, hoping that the additional three days will give me time 
to write one chapter for Crum' s book and also to draft your 
introduction for the Foreign Policy Association's book. 

With my very best regards to you and s. S lver, I am 

Cordiallf yours, 

{4---.,~ 
mBHsRW Eliahu Ben-Horin 

I 

... 
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HARPER'S MAGAZINE 

THE COCKPIT 

OF THE MIDDLE EAST 

ELIAHU BE N-HORIN 

S
OME months ago, an office in Washing

ton intere ted in new from and 
about the Middl Ea t , placed an 

order for uch material with a clipping 
service. t the end of the fir t month, 
the man in charge wa amaz d and great-
1 y perturb d by th ize of th bill. It 
amounted t o er t n thou and dollar . 

This furni he a tan ibl illu tration of 
the place occ11pied by th 1iddl Ea t in 
current world developm nt.. Th range 
extend all the way from a l cal reb Ilion 
by a Kurdi h chieftain in I raq to th £ r 
of a new conflagration o r th ovi t-
I ranian conflict in the curity 
Council in w York. t nd 
there? I th re a in 1 1 u among th 
many p rturbing th orld today th t 
doe not ut aero fiddle Ea t r liti ? 

Thou h thi ma ound lik h p r-
bolic tat m nt 1t 1 far from that . In som 
ca es, t h ru ial imp rtan f th · Middle 
E t ha b ome l a r to 
other ob rvcr ' at a di ·t n 
the explo: iv pot nti liti until th rup
tion actually tak s pl . It tak s time to 
s e th onn ction b tw n disturban 

zerbaij n and t\ hundr d r 
n lo-Ru ·i n ri lr in P ·r ia • b t\ n 

d mand pr nt d to Turk yon b half f 
th or Tian · and Arm nian nd Ru :i~' 
need for a fr outl t t th w rm if 
he is not t remain a landlocked empire; 

betwe n anti-French riot it\ Damascus 
and Briti h-French di agreement over Eu
ropean i . ue ; b tw n terrori tic out
bur ts in Pale tine and Britain' determi
nation to maintain it dominatin po ition 
in the Middle Ea t; b tween the udden 
d claration of Tr n Jordani n independ-
ence and the U pl n for tru tee hi p 
over mand t d land -, ; betwc n an meri
can airfi ·Id in audi .\ r bi r n Ameri
can tr n -. r bi n oil pip lin and Mr. 
Byrne ' indi n nt p che n Ru .; 's 
fai lur to ithdraw h r fore from Ir n. 

Mor th n any area on rth the 1id
dl E t i ji • w puzzle with enough 
piece in it to cau • b wild rm nt even to 
xp rt at th gam . Yet thi • puzzle like 

all oth r , h a • lution . 11 the pieces 
can b made to fit . 

S \fE f th comp nent: of th fiddle 
puzzl a t ncriblc r vi iblc. 

H er th ·y Ii b fo U5 in utt r di · rder: 
r b-, and J w • hri .· ti , n min ritie · of 
ll chur h -, including ·om · wh ·e very 

• n • kn wn .\m 
it t 

V 
',. . 

v n un-wor ·hip ·r:; the . u • nd 
th P r: i n ulf n<l al th nc 1 s 
- th l tt r to b included in the Middle 
Ea t if " c take thi • term to co er al ·o the 

Eliahu Ben-llorin lived.for many y ears in Pale tine, wher he was editor 
in chief of the Pale tine .\ w rz ice .for four ears. H e i the author 
of T he M iddle East: Cro. road of H istory, published in 7943. 

lh·prinll'<l f rom ll aqwr·. ~bg ;11i1w, Jub . l <J4() 

l 11p~ rt •ht . 1'>411, h~ llaq1<·r, • llrotlll'r ... \II l<1 g h1 lfr,t'n<·, I. 
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Near East. There is more oil in the Middle 
Ea t than in any oth r in l rcgi n of the 
world; its trat gic and communication 
values are unparalleled . Thi· is wh re the 
invi ·ible component of our puzzle come 
into play: the intcre ts of the gr at powers 
in who e hand the local f ctor arc no 
more than pawn . The take in thi g, me 
of rival imp riali m i th domination of 
a region which holds one of the key to 
world power. 

The ingredient of internal trife, apt to 
produc worldv,,id r p rcu ion , ar pr s
ent in the Middl Ea ·t in reat abundance. 
Azerbaijan ,v not inv ntcd in th Krem
lin, and if tomorrow th world i fac d 
with the qu tion of the Kurd and th ir 
demand for ,the form t:on of an indep nd
ent Kurdistan, thi , too will not be the 
invention of ome evil mind. There are 
Kurds in the Middle E t ome three mil
lion of them, and they wer ev n promi ed, 
after World \ ar I, that they would have 
an indepcnd nt state of their own. In 
other word the pa\ n ha b n there 
all the tim , but th ir move are timed and 
direct d by world int re t . 

Becau e of the Middle Ea t' crucial im
portance in the world pictur it would be 
of little use to analyze any ingle local 
problem on its limit d merit . Th y are 
all int rwoven in one pattern the thr ad 
of which do not end in th Indian Ocean in 
the ea t or in th Dard n 11 in th w t. 
The thr ad go on to London f o cow 
and Wa hington. It " ould b futil to try 
cutting the knot in airo, J rusalem, or Teheran. 

There i enou h dynamite ama d in 
the Middle Ea t to explod into a world-
wide con.Ra ration. n th other h nd 
wise tate man hip could u th dyna
mit a a lever in a gre t con ·tructive effort 
on b half of humanit •. il move. t nk 
and bomb r but it al o i ed tr. ctor and 
di el . • diver ity of nation~ 1 nd r li-

iou roup can ca ily br d trouble, but 
it c n al ·o produce more colorful ci ilization. 

II 

OIL i now on everybody lip . Oil i 
. n b hind ev ry cla h and diffi

cult in th • fiddl Ea t. he xi tence of 
nearly thirty billion barrel of petroleum 
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in the ground of th ~,fiddle East lands has 
ind ed been e tabli ·hcd beyond doubt. 
Fairly competent gue • ·es ·pc k of an addi
tional cventy billion b rrel •. This is a 
very r~ pectable amount of oil, far ex
c cding the total home re:crve · plus the 
Caribbean re ·erve of the U nitcd rates, 
and probably equaling the combined 
known and undi ·covered re ·ervc of the 

oviet Union. Yet, I venture to say, the 
importance of the oil factor in Middle 
Ea tern rivalrie i both over-empha ·ized 
and over-e timated. 

On the face of it, it wa Ru ia' de ire 
for oil conces ion in northern Iran that 
wa the cau e of all the recent agitation 
in the U 's ecurity Council. However, a 
obcr analy is of the oviet-Iranian con

flict would prove that oil played but a 
minor part in the development of events. 
Doe Ru sia need Per ian oil so badly as 
to risk a eriou clash between the Big 
Thre ? I it known with any degree of 
certainty that there are substantial pe
trol um re erves in Iran's five northern 
provinc s, and do the Western powers en
tertain any ambitions of their own with 
r ard t th oil of that area? 

he honest an wers to all the above 
qu ti n would be in the negative. With
out m ntioning her pre ent control over all 
the oilfield of ea tern and central Europe, 
Ru ia ha enough oil within her own 
boundarie not only for her current needs 
but al o to fuel an extensive program of 
recon truction and indu trialization. To 
be ur Ru ian oil production suffered 
durina thew r, and new ources would be 
w 1 ome. But the need i hardly acute 
nou h to w rrant war. Britain and the 
nit d tat have no rea on what oever 

to oppo e a oviet conce sion in northern 
Ir n, a r ion which traditionally belongs 
to th Ru · i n phere of political and 
conomic in.flu nee and which i virtually 

inacc • ibl to profit ble exploitation by 
ny oth r power. Thi region, moreover, is 

yet un . plored and it petroleum po
tentialitic hav never been e tablished. 
The Briti h own the rich oilfields of outh
w t P r i and the merican have tried 
to t a conce:, ·ion in the southeastern 
part of Per ia. In addition Britain and 

m rica control all the oil reserves of the 
rab lands. o British or American com• 
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pany wants concessions in north rn Iran, 
for the simple rea on that it would not pay. 

A look at the map will how that the 
five northern province of Persia- Ghilan, 
Azerbaijan, A trabad, Mazand ran and 
Khoras an-are so cut off from world 
markets that an oil indu try th r could 
not compete with oth r producing area . 
The e province li near th ,a pian 
and Ru ian d v lopment in that r i n . 
The conclu ion i indicat d that no oil 
conce ion t9 any nation i pra tical p Ii
tic in thi area unl s it i obtained and 
worked with Ru ia' con nt. 

If it was not oil that cau ed ll thi 
trouble, what was it? Th truth of th m t
ter is that non of th gr at pow r wa h lf 
so interested in obtaining th oil of north
ern Iran a in not l tting th oth r f 11 w 
have it. Ru ia doe not n d th oil, but 
she would h t to e Britain e t bli hed 
so do e to h r bord r and to th . pian 

ea. Britain do not ne d th oil of n rth
ern Iran but h i d t rmin d to pr nt 
or to low down Ru ia' thru t toward 
the Per ian Gulf. 

T HE real crux of th pro bl m i this: 
who i to control th trat gic h ight 

in the Middl Ea t? 11 th r t i cam u
flag not alway arti ti ally ut d but 
wid ly u d by both p rti . Briti h- .\m r
ican indi nation ov r Ru -i ' u of Az r
baijan to chi v it aim in P r i or to 
ere t a ovi t-dominat d pupp t t t 
can hardly b tak n riou 1 in th li ht 
of Brit in wn r cord. n ould rt all 
the ca of th ynan aft r W rid \ r 
I. Britain rai d th qu ti n of th· A : r
ian wh n h d mand d th t th ~f ul 
district be cut off from Turk y b c u. 
the Chri tian yrian could not be f ly 
l ft und r Turki ·h rul . But on 
Mo ul was inc rp r t d in Ir d th 
Briti h cur d f r th m lv f 
Mo ul, th y for t th • ri n • m-
pletely- v n to th xt nt of condonin 
th ir ma m acr by th rab f Ir q . 

W do not hav to go a far b ck th t. 
At the very time that th ecurity oun il 
was preoccupied with the ovi t-Ir ni n 
controversy, the Briti h go rnm nt in 
London announced th ind p nd nc of 
Tran Jordania. Thi land lying t of th 
Jordan, an integral part of the area under 

th jurisdiction of th Palestine mandate of 
th Lea u of ation w suddenly trans
form d into a. ov reign kingdom. Who had 
tak n th d ci ion to boli h th League's 
mandat ? . ot th L gue of tions; not 
it mand t . commi ion; not the United 

tion ; n t n c nfi renc of the Big 
Three. It wa d n unil ter lly by Great 
Brit in. It w d n more in great 
ha t , with f, r t commen-
dati n oft ric ommittec 

f I • or for th d ci ions 
of t Tr hip il which is 
suppo d t tak ver th ague's man-
d t s. 

To b . ur , Tran.J rd ni will be no 
mor ind p n nt now th n b fore. 

rantin it th nomin l t tu of "king
d m ' and it. rul r Emir bdull h, the 
titl f 'king, ' will not ch n th ba ic 
condition of it 
will till b nl abit nt , 
mo tly nom di um , with 
no indu. tr , littl • c mm rce, p 
muni ti n., n ultur 1 in tit , no 
con mic d v ·l pm nt Tr n • 

and it kin,' ill till b tot Uy d p 
rit in politic lly, milit rily 

ll . I Brit in were to t p it 
" King" .\bdullah and hi 

10n of 1 > 00( (Briti h-offic r d 
th kin n hi • ldier would h 
b fi r • lm . 

ntitl d to a. k : If Brit in may et 

up pupp t ·tat in Tran j rdani , in 
di -r • ard of intt rnation I co n nts, why 
. hould not Ru · ia l> llow d to do the 

m with \£<'rbaijan t d y or Kurdi t n 
t morro" , or a l • rger o iet . rmeni the 
day after? 

III 

1 HE un d e not on th British 
· mpir· .·or. Cr th t m tt r, e it 

t on th Ru ·1an mpire A L b r gov-
rnment in Brit · in nd a ovi t r gime in 

Ru ·ia c nn t ch n th phy ic l reali
ti . Mr. Attle and . fr. t lin are en
g d not in an id ological di pute be
twe n oci Ii m nd Communism, but in a 
cl h of tw m mmoth empire The main 
c ne of th ir duel i the Middle E t. 
othing happen today in the cockpit of 

th Middle E t without being affected 
by this over-all rivalry between Britain and 
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Russia. Its ultimate outcome must be 
either the most annihilating war in history 
or peaceful collaboration between the two 
empires, with America as a third partner 
and arbiter. There seems to be no middle 
way. 

This is the light in which the various 
Middle Eastern i sues, big and mall, must 
be seen. n merican expert who posses es 
first-hand knowledge of Persia and the 
Middle East recently tried to take the 
bull by the horns and offer a solution for 
the Iranian problem, which, if accepted, 
would set the pace for a peaceful and con
structive ettlement of the many compli
cated problem of the entire Middle East. 
I refer to the tatemcnt i sued in April by 
Dr. rthur C . Mill paugh, of the Brook
ings In titution , who erved a adminis
trator general of Persia s finances from 
1922 to 1927 and again from 1943 to 1945. 
What Dr. Mill paugh ugge ted wa an 
American-Briti h- oviet guardian hip 
over Iran for twenty-five to eventy-five 
years a the only alternative to competitive 
conce ion grabbing and the only way to 
establi h a progre ive and enlightened ad
mini tration in the intere t of the ma. cs of 
the people rather than of a few feudal lord . 

Here i how Dr. Mill pa ugh d cribes 
conditions in Iran: 
. . . Discontent and disloyalty are widespread. 
The government neither repre en.ts nor erve 
the people; and, without outside control, it i , in 
my opinion, incapable of doing the things that 
are necessary if Iran is to e tablish tability at 
home and command re!:pect abroad. In Iran, 
neither independence nor self-government is a 
reality; and neither can become a reality if it is 
assumed that Iranians are now politically capable 
of solving their own problems. \ hat Iran needs 
for a time is more foreign interference, but inter
ference of a new and constructive kind. 

If thi is true of Iran an independent 
and elf-governing tate for thousand · of 
year and in the pa t , a conquering em
pire, how much truer mu t it be of the 
many little tate of the fiddle Ea t to 
whom nominal indcp nd nee wa indi -
criminat ly granted after \,Vorld \ ar II , 
regardle of their qualification f r tate-
hood in general , and progre . ive elf
government in particular. We hav men
tioned the ca e of Tran jordan. yria and 
Lebanon, as well as Iraq are in the ame 
category. So is Lybia, where, it seems, a 
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similar plan for nominal independence 
and factual dependence on Britain has 
been set in motion, as a counter-move to 
the Russian demand for sole trusteeship 
over that ex-Italian colony. By now it 
should have been clear to Britain's states
men that the setting up of satellite-states is 
a double-edged weapon. Two can play at 
this game, and in this kind of politics the 
Kremlin certainly lacks neither ability, nor 
experience, nor connections, nor appeal to 
the imagination of the masses. 

INDEED, what the dispassionate expert, 
Dr. Millspaugh, has uggested with re

gard to Iran was recently advocated, if 
not explicitly by a leading British weekly. 
In a penetrating analysis of the forces at 
play in the Middle East, the New Statesman 
and ation arrives at the conclusion that 
present Briti h policy is suicidal. After 
de cribing th elimination of France from 
the Middle East with Britain's active sup
port and the erection of the Arab League 
- once again with active British support
the paper ays: 
. . . From the Soviet point of view, the only 
conclu ion that can be drawn from British policy 
is that it is an effort to organize the Middle East 
again t the U R. They have plenty of material 
to ju tify this view, just as the British can cite 
much oviet propaganda and intrigue to prove 
that Russian policy is to destroy the British Em
pire .... In deciding to found their future on a 
presumably anti- oviet rab bloc, British policy 
appears to u to be founded on sand. The Arab 
League is of no military account; its economic re
source are mall; it is beset by internal rivalries; 
and there i not the slightest reason to believe 
that it will rem in "loyal" to the British Empire. 
.. . In our present bid for Arab support we 
British can only go a certain distance before we 
cut our own throats. nglo-American commit
ments of all kinds are such that we cannot offer 
the moon. he Russians can always go one better; 
the strength of the Russian appeal in the long 
run is that it offers the miserably poor Arab 
peasants the hope of a modernized economy and 
the end of landlord exploitation. 

I apologize for thi exten ive quotation, 
but the ., ew talesman and ation ha stated 
o uccinctly the relative po ition in the 
Middle Ea t and the dangers inherent in 
pre ent policie that I have not been able 
to with tand the temptation of borrowing 
it de cription. On the strength of this 
apology, I hould like to reproduce the 
concluding passages of the article, as well: 
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. . . If the rising tide of pan-Arabism, set in 
motion by ourselves, but now also fostered from 
Moscow, submerges the Jewish establishment in 
Palestine and the Christian Lebanon, the only 
friends whose loyalty has never wavered will ~ave 
been sacrificed to the ro mantic chimera of a 
great Arab union, resuscitating the glories of the 
Caliphate, linked to Britain by bonds of grati
tude and amity. 

This has never been an intelligent dream, and 
it does not take account of present reality. It 
would surely have been wiser for both the British 
and the Russians to maintain the original policy 
of Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin, which was, 
verbally at least, to accept the facts of each 
other's power, co-operate on the basis of respect 
for each other's interest, and work together to 
improve the living standards of backward peoples. 

Thus Dr. Millspaugh's detached Ameri
can approach and the British w ekly's 
concern for the future of the empire dic
tate the same conclu ion. Anti-Russian 
intrigue by Britain will produce payment 
in kind by Russia . If the present clash is 
allowed to continue, it must lead to a 
catastrophe. Anglo-Soviet- merican co
operation in the Middle East would seem 
to be a far more "intelligent dream." 

IV 

UNDER existing conditions, any adju t
ment in the Middle East can be no 

more than a temporary expedient liable 
to break down under the impact of either 
Soviet or British-American onslaught. s 
long as mistrust and hostility continue to 
dominate the relations between the two 
empires, there cannot be even a minimum 
of stability in the recently proclaimed inde
pendence of Transjordan, in the statehood 
of Syria and Lebanon, in a new Briti h
Egyptian Treaty, in a British- merican 
decision with regard to Pale tine, in a 
negotiated settlement of oviet-Per ian re
lations, in an international agreement 
with regard to the Straits, in any number 
of other decisions and agreements about 
Lybia, Greater Soviet rmenia, Azer
baijan, oil, Kurdistan Georgia, Eritrea, 
Sudan, the Suez Canal. 

Should the Big Three, however, adopt 
the wiser policy of co-operation, the prob
lems could be solved in a manner which 
would at once safeguard the legitimate 
interests of the big powers and assure jus
tice for the small peoples. Analysis of the 
major problems will substantiate this. 

Let us, first of all, formulate the chief 
legitimate interests of the great powers. 
Britain's interest in the Middle East has 
priority from the viewpoint of both oil 
and communications. Unlike Russia, Brit
ain has no petroleum at home. Unlike 
Russia, the British Empire is not a com
pact land-ma s but a chain of pos essions 
spread all over the globe. ccordingly, if 
Britain is to xist a a great power and re
tain her empire, she must be sure of her 
oil supplies and line of communications. 

Rus ia has two main concerns in the 
Middle Ea t : she needs an outlet to the 
warm seas and fears an anti-Russian or 
anti- oviet cordon sanitaire in the ear and 
Middle East . The first consideration is 
respon i ble for the oviet maneuvering in 
Per ia with an eye on the Per ian Gulf and 
for the Ru sian rmenian , and Georgian 
demands on Turkey- demands actually 
centered on the traits. The second con
sideration motivates all Russian intrigues 
against Britain and the Empire. 

Both the United tates and France arc 
intere ted in Middle Eastern oil and other 
economic re ources, and have religious 
and entimental attachments to the area. 

T HESE legitimate aspirations of the great 
power are not wholly irreconcilable, 

while their h rmonious co-habitation 
would b nefit th p oples of the Middle 
East- and I mean the peoples, not the 
ruling cliques- much more than the pres
ent system. 

A g nuine agreement between the great 
power would ea ily dispose of the three 
major international as ets of the Middle 
East : oil, the uez Canal, and the Straits. 

far as oil i concerned, if mutual fear 
and mi tru t are eliminated, there should 
be no difficulty in the division of ex• 
ploitation ar as among the various parties. 
Th r i nough oil in the Middle East to 
sati fy all needs. The e natural riches, 
moreover, could and should contribute 
to the welfare of the Middle Eastern 
peopl s themselves. s matters stand to
day, the rab fellah , the Bedouin, or the 
Per ian peasant derive hardly any benefit 
at all from the abundance of liqaid gold 
in their soil. The nearly one hundred 
million dollars paid by the oil companies 
to Iraq have not improved the lot of that 
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country's downtrodden mases. The same 
is true of the oil royalties paid to King 
Ibn Saud, or to the sheik · of Kuwait and 
Bahrein . Actually, these Mo ·lem poten
tates can do nothing with their oil unless 
it is developed, produced refined , piped, 
shipped, and marketed by \Ve ·tern capital 
and indu try. It is well within the capabil
ity of the Western world to ·ee to it that the 
capital invested in Middle Ea t land be 
used for a program of developm nt which 
would elevate the mas es from their pres
ent misery. 

If the questions of the Straits and Suez 
are treated together rather than separately 
and the same yardstick is applied to both, 
a just and logical solution can easily be 
reached . Each is an international w ter
way in , hich one major power is pri
marily intere ted . The uez Canal is the 
chief artery of Britain' naval communi
cations, while the Bo phoru and the 
Dardan lles are Rus i only outlet to 
the iediterran an. There is a third e -
sential similarity betwe n the e two w ter
way : both lie within the g graphic 
boundaries of small states. In fact the 
Suez is probably the main obstacl m 
Egypt's way to indep ndenc and the 
Straits constitute the main dang r to 
Turkey's nati nal security. The lice 
of intern tional power re too l r to 
re t saf ly in the hand of sm ll p opl . 
The tr it were one intern ti naliz d, 
after \ orld \V r I but lat r wer r -
turned to Turkey's juri diction. Th u z 
Canal now in Britain' h nd , hould 
revert, by 196 , to Egypt' po sion and 
full control. The oluti n Ii , of cour e 
in the e t bli hment of int rnational ad
mini ·tr tions over the two waterw y , 
with a Briton at the h ad of the u z 
admini tr tion and a Ru ian t th head 
of the trait admini tration. E pt nd 
Turkey hould get their rev nue from 
the traffic in th wat rw,1y but ncith r 
of th m could xpect or hould d ir • to 
b char ed with th l re pcm ibility for 
strate ic po·ition of uch int ·rnational 
significance. 

V 

IF TH m principl of int rnational 
collabor tion could b • appli d in ood 

faith to the local probl ms nd conflicts 
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of the Middle East, all of them could be 
resolved . The former Italian colonies in 

orth Africa, Lybia, and Eritrea, will 
continue to cau e an international head
ache a long as Britain tries to prevent 
Russia's penetration into the Mediter
ranean and the Red Sea. Russia had 
demanded sole trusteeship for herself over 
Lybia, probably as a bargaining device 
in the controversy over the traits. Britain 
encourage the Arab League to ask for 
the ind pendence of these territories, 
which i a mere joke, for these desert 
countries are utterly incapable of exer
cising statehood. An American-British
Ru ian tru teeship with a possible ces
sion of part of Eritrea including an 
outlet to the Red Sea, to byssinia, is 
the only r ime which could develop these 
land economically, culturally, and politi
cally in the intere ts of the local popula
tions. 

Continuing our examination of local 
problem from the fringes of the Middle 
Ea t to the c nt r " come to the ques
tion of tl . z rbaijanian , Kurd , Ar
menian and G orgians. Today, the de
mand of th e grou ps for national self
determin, tion or for more Lebensraum 
ound very much like Soviet intrigue. 

They ma b , but there is no way of 
provin it and cert inly no ju tifi.cation for 
refu in . z rb ijan or Kurdi tan what 
i grant d to L bia or r n ~ord nia. As 
in L bia, o in Az rbaijan and Kurdi tan, 
condominium administrations by the Big 
Thre would b the b t r medy. to 
th d m nd of the Armenian and Geor-

ian .'ovi ·t Republic', an international in
quir int th hi toric background and 
pre. nt condition hould precede any 
d ci ion . How v r it hould be remem
bered th t th r i only one 1 rge group of 
. rm ni n ' ut:ide of Ru ia: over 100,000 
in L banon. If the que tion of Lebanon is 
olved in ·uch a wa a to afegu rd the 
xi t nc and d lopment of it Chri tian 

communiti , the problem of the hun
dr d thou and . rmenians would lose its 
urgency. 

\Ve h v till to con ider three major 
Middl E .. . t ~roup : the Mo lem Arabs, 
th J , , nd the hri ti n minorities 
other th n th rm nians. All three now 
face a c mmon enemy-fanatical Pan• 
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Arabism, promoted by reactionary chief
tains, feudalistic landlord , and backward 
clergy, and SP.Onsored by Great Britain. 
Pan-Arabism today stand oppos d not 
only to a J ewi h Pale tin and a hri ti n 
Lebanon, but also to the ital interests of 
the Arab masses. The adver ff ct of 
Pan-Arabism on the relations b tween the 
great powers have already b en men
tioned. Its effects on the progr s of the 
Middle East are no less detrimental. That 
there is anti-foreignism among th rabs 
-as among many other peopl - cannot 
be denied; but if the Arab League were 
d!prived of the artificial aid giv n it by 
the conflict of rival imperialism , it would 
rem:iin with very little real power, whether 
p:>litical, military, economic, or religious. 

The fear of Pan-Arab reaction i often 
cited <\S the main reason for the non-ful
fill ment of the Balfour pledge to the Jewish 
people. If it were not for that fear, most 
people would agree that Palestine was 
promised to the Jews and that the J ws are 
entitled to a homeland. The failure of thP
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
on Palestine to off er a plan for the final 
solution of the problems was, once again, 
due fundamentally to the fact that Soviet 
Russia was not invited to share in the 
inquiry and in the responsibility. 

BRIT I shows no inclination to transfer 
Pale tine to the jurisdiction of the 

U . ot only th proclamation of Trans
jordania s independence militat s against 
this, but al o the fact that at the liquida
tion ses ion of the L agu of ations in 
Geneva, in April of thi y ar Lord Rob rt 
Cecil, peaking for the Briti h gov rnment 
state that while Britain w willing to 
hand over her m nd te in fric (Tan
ganyika, the am roons and o oland) 
to the l the qu tion of th Pal tin 
mandate h d to b po tpon d . Brit in, 
moreover i bu y buildin xt n i mili
tary in tallations in Pal tin at th cost 
of many million dollar nlargin her 
garri on there, and showing every sign of 

transforming P lestine into her main mili• 
tary and naval ba e in the eastern Medi
terranean. Thi stands to reason, in the 
light of the p nding withdrawal of Bri• 
tain s force from Egypt. 

Th stabli hment of a British-Ameri
can-Ru i n tru t hip over Palestine and 
of a Fr nch-Briti h- merican administra
tion in L banon would solve the Jewish 
and Chri tian problems in the Middle 
East a no oth r d vice could. In twenty 
or thirty y r Pal tine would become a 
predominantly Jewi h republic and the 
Lebanon a hri tian tate. Both of them 
would b loyal c llaborators with pro
gre i hum nity. Both of them could be 
trust d to r p ct the legitimate interests 
of th gr t powers and take care of the 
social and conomic needs of their working 
mas s. All they n d is a chance, and 
that can b giv n th m only by the great 
powers acting in concert. 

ONCE the civilizing influences of the 
great powers and of Jewi h Palestine 

and hri ti n Lebanon were firmly es
tablish d, the way would be open for 
pro r ive promotion of Arab statehood 
in Ir q, Syri , and the Arab Peninsula. 
For in ca e uch as these, formal concepts 
of ind pendence are without practical 
meaning. In th words of Dr. Millspaugh, 
what th states need is "more foreign 
int rfi r nee but interference of a new 
and con tructive kind." Great power con• 
dominiums over the Arab states would 
mak po ibl not only the utilization of 
th ir p troleum r sources for the benefit 
of th Ar b mas es, but also the inaugura
tion of d v lopm nt programs of historic 
magnitude. Th prerequisites for such 
dev lopm nt ar there; they have been 
waitin m ny c nturies for intelligent and 
w 11-m aning administrators to come and 

t to work. 
Th fate of humanity is now being 

d t rmin d in th cockpit of the Middle 
ast. Which i it to be: a new Armageddon 

or a better world? 
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ecer.iber 5, 19 6 
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Lord Iawroba.,.l 
Br1 '1.all AIIN8eador '\o 'the tbd:,ed 81a"8• 
In t18h labueJ 
WU~, D. O. 

tour seelleae7a 

I baw Ju '\ N'llarud &OIi 111 trip W au-ope ud '\be Middle 
Ian. le 1n JAndon, I med• w of bo of the three letter• 
of iatrodunion which JOU wre kf.m n.oagh to let haw. I 
-· llr. chard 0N8811111l end Ur. Robert HoN. w1 th whoa I bad 
1.Jlwn•tina talka. I did not ••• • George Rall, Ulen ColoJd.al 
leore'lal7. 

OIi r, way fro London to the ear --.n, l .-topped o•r 
for a few d 1 in Praga•, re I .... reoei Ted b7 P a1d. at 
-• B• s greatlJ' ln:tere1Wd in the proble which I had 
-. pleasure of die0t1 1 w1 th 1011 i,rior "to departure. 

I found IIJ' ••1 1a Pale.U•, whioh laned for owr • 
•a1iha, a ••t 1Annurt1w o • Despite the ~lnd~t reports 
iToa Pal.esttn., I do not think that one pro rl7 nal.1.se 
the ••• or t fdra there, the 11 t and anaoo1r•• ualen 
ou •••• 1, with hia own •1u. '1'bl ooaold.c dewlop111nt ill 
1iM Jewish aeotor ia wo!ld.ertul • and &(Mt• on deapi ti poll ti cal 
1n.Nau-it1, repnaa1ona, '\error and a ataw of lawle•ae• 
aad aMrabJ. In 'the politioal n.eld. hoflYer, 'there 1• a 
&n&t d..:L of ooafuioa. 'Bae dnerion.,1. of lri tlab
J'ewlah nlati.ou la PaleaUne 1• a111pl7 art-bree.ld.ac,,. 
at 1-aat for all~- llbo f1nal7 bellew 1a Br1Ush-Ze1'1ab 
triandabl owr Pala.U. u4 1a pMnl. 

Tben>dq ,ou •- -,,n tor your ld:ndM•• I ~ n, 

liaoenlJ 10a.ra, 

lliaba la-tlorla 



Dece ber 4, 1946 
( 

Honorable Alf • 6'Clo.Lauon 

Topeka 
lansu 

I>ear wrnora 

I Ju•'t re'\urned f a trip to rop and Palestine• 
found 7our k1lld letter- of Augwrt 9th. I nt mre 

ti abroad ~ I 1ntended to Cllll .. ot the A avike, 
:\ I au't adld:t that pc,st taO't I don• t re re't 1 t tor 

it aft mre ti• to obeel'"'V9 1ib1nga 1n. Palestine 
1o roUlld out 7 iapree8'1oaa. 

I I could 'tell Jou at length ot IIJ' exp rlences 
azd. impreniou - ia ~on, Prague ( here I had lo. 
talk wi'th Preaidn:t B .... ) and in Paleatine - but it 1 
d1 ficul t to do ao 1a 1frl. ting. I afraid 1 t will •• 

to ..s. t Ulltil TO\l oo• to the .. t. anle•• I reeei" 
a e leCRUN engage ent in. rour par:t of co•~• 

This ch, howewr, I oan •Y now. I r endously 
•n.,,-.a,aed b7 bat I eaw ia !>al.nine. e abtmdu:t 

reporu troa 1h re, I do not -tblllk ~ha'\ ne OUl properly 
Nall• 1ihe nate of afta1ra 1a hl.eatiu, the light. ad 

ahAdoa of the a1 tuauon. unl••• one ••• 1 't with bi• o 
•7•• 'Die eeomold.e dewlopaent 1n tbe Je ab Nestor 1• 
oadertul, and go•• on deapi'te poll'tleal baeeur1:tr, n

preuiou, -terror ad a ata'le of lawlNSneas am anareb7. 
Ia 1:he poU'ti.eal field, ho Yer, 'tber 1• a ar•t deal of 
collfueion. The d.-ter1ora,1on of British-le ab nlat10ID. 
in Palestine 1• alq,17 hean-lr•ek1ng. It 1• '1.r1alall7 a 
le -Bn:t1ah war. 1n h1oh 'the Ara.be take ao part at all. 

untonuna'\ely. rlcen polle:, ia th dle kn 1a 
atill 1o1iallJ depend n:, upon aeoond .,._"-A 1nforaat1on. naeb-

111& ... !IDl.Jlg'ton Yi.a Doa1ng hreet in. Londoa. In taot, I 
douM -...-nr:.ber o oan apeak of a iaiepadent riean for-

•lan poUOJ in eneral end 1a 1ih• lllddle But 1n partt.ealar. 
I er how it will be now, aner y-our parv won nab a 
bri ...... ~:t Ylc'tol'J. ;t are your 1••u oath l>Jen? 

1-th kiJlden regard• to 1ou and re. Lmdon, 

Oord1&1l7 Ollr8, 

llSalat Ma-11or1a 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To Dr. 
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Addre•• Radioaan in Oharge, •1.• atch 
U. S. Naval Radio Control WltlOll 

lf A Y D P A TM T 

u. s. •• AL RADIO OClft'ROL srmo 

•.an.naa, 11&10 
BUXJ 

CJISOO 
oALir a 010 1946 

ahu Ben-Horin. 
o/o ~r•• Ma&aslm 
49 t 33rd Street 
e York OitJ, N. T. 

ira 

I h&Ye, at thi• moae.t, tiniahed .-tw1Jin& 1our aniole, 
"Th• Coekpit ot 1ihe Middle t•, pu.bliahed in the J'ul.11• • 
of Harper•• Magazine. 

I't 1• with gnat penonal ngnt t unable to 
thank 7011 peraoml.17 tor espre•aing Yiew• propoNd plw 
whicsh an •o auoh 1a aeoord w11ih .., om 1n publloat1on read 
• w1del7 b7 .-ople who are u ne to do •" than •rel1 
ponder owr the •tter. 

The •oal•• an b&lanoed, a aoat horrible ar tuggina 
aaaiut peaoetul eollaboratlon uong th• great power•• Let 
ua hope 011r •ta•- •• oi.arl7 'the 1 bel and ut aooordina].7. 

I N1Mnl.7 tbanJc 10u tor olearer wl.191• than I• 
bND able 'to grup heretofon. 

inoerel7, 

(JI() 0HARl£ 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

• bb ·1 el ilve 

~1· u e .-Bo.· n 

I er~"lo .... e for your 
... e .. c ... eso 

eq es+ o:- p • 1.:. 
. fti s • zed i 

B s •. 
cl. 

MEMORANDUM 

Date ece b r 6 , 1946 

!9 r c :v d 
t .. e 
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Addl-N• offt.eial oo m1oat1ou to 
The leonw.r7 of S•te 
luh1DS"°n, D. O. 

DIPARTMIRT 0., ITATa 

In repl7 refer to 
86'11.404/ll•ll46 

IASBIIIJl'OB 

Deoember 13, 1946 

Uy dear Mr. lbapiro I 

The receipt 1a acknowledged of rour letter of 
•owaber ll, 1946, urg1ng on behalf of the .a..r.t..oan 
lionin -Z-.-'lltll'f Oomleil •• eu-lJ publi•tion ot 
oenain dooWlallts relating to 'the ..U~1.1•• of the 
llafti of Jerual.• wbieh 70U unier.-tand are in the 
po•-1on. of the Department ot State. 

At the prennt t1ae the ... rou docuaenta whieh 
NPNNllt&Uwa ot 1ibis OoTenlllbt in 0.rllUlJ' and Ital.7 
baw been able 'to eeise pen-1 !dn.g 'to the war ad to 
M't.1.YitS.•• of llaz1 and l'ueiat leaden and oollabora'tor1 
an be1111 1111:ne1JWd, anal.peel., ~w w oluaift.ecl 
prei,ar.tor,. to pre•n:t.a'\ion to the ptiblio. It i• oon
tellpl.ated tbat aaeh •terlal Nla~ 1o M llttfti• u 
..U u to other penou 1lho dur!.q 'the ar oooperatecl 
111 'th the Axl• Powen, u •1 be foam uaong the• doou
•ata c.11 'be aide pabUc in du• ooune. 

( Signed) DIIAII ACHID 

AeUng Seontar, 

Kr. Barr7 L. Shapiro 
,,_rloan 11.oDin Durpno7 Oouno11 

Ml llldiaon Awmie 
ew Tork, l'I, ■•• Tork 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To r . b ~lle .l.lve .. , .., er t r Date 

From li e .. - " .o .:. _ 

ro n :_r . 

J ... : 1 

cl . 
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e e 17, 19 • 

• eiv d to 
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r ., 



0 
0 

p 
y 

117 dear Mr. Be.-Horuu 

250 Via Bell.aria 
Pal.ru Bftach, 'Jlorida 

Deoember 9, 1946 

Thank rou ver, mah indeed tor your letter of Decem

ber 2. I am glad to know that you are aa:tel1 back trom 

7our 'trip to iurope and I haw been exceedingly interested 

in the impreaaiona which you haw l>een kind enough to giw 

me by- MM• of 7our letter. I am particularly glft.d. that 

I was able to be of sou uaiatanoe to. 7ou. 

If b7 an7 ohanoe 7ou come 'to ftorida this winter, 

I hope 10u will gift • an opportunit7 of •••1ng 700 here. 

I expeot to be here during the mxt three •ntha. 

With f/lJ kind regards, believe•• 

a1ncenl7 youra, 

( Signed) ltllllft m.xaa 

Mr. ■liahll lc-Borin 
2M We•t 82Dd Street, 

■•• York, 24, I. Y. 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver•s Secretary Date 

From Jlliahu Ben-Horin 

December 19, 1946 

Kindly keep the enclosed copy of my toda:,• s memorandum for 
Dr. Silver•a information. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

MEMORANDUM 

To Date 
Dr . • be. .. i 1 el il 7cr ece ber 31 , _46 

From .i.!ilial.i.t1. en- Horin 

I uail • ~rou .,?est "ti.n~: co.I,; ies o .. • l n ·1. 1 .:n/:. ... ,1 .~e 
."'cro_ ' 1 letterc , I now ere o e a co "tr r-:f 1 • ·--e 1~ to. l.' · 

~ ~ J • 4~ ~ ~ 

2 u _,. 1 i : ,:1i c 1. I voice orta.i:. ..1· .iencio~.s w.:. t'. :~e .. a·.: to _... -
~.:c e,~ ... 1t· ~L i tie s of ~llC situac:.on . 

H• ~ 
~ · -
.Jncl . 
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE 
41 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, The Temple, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

Eliehu Ben-Horin 

Date June 27, 1947 

Abe Tuvim arranged for me to meet J'ames G. McDonald, whom I 
never met before, to discuss with him a munber of things. I had 
lunch with Mr. icDonald yesterday end I went to report to you 
about our conversation, as a number of things which cropped up 
may be of interest to you. 

1. McDonald said that nothing will come out of the Buxton 
initiative w1 th regard to a statement by the American members 
of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, because Hutcheson 
won't sign. Not that he, McDonald, attached any practical importance 
to such a statement, but it would have made a certain impression. 
However, as it hinges on unanimity of the American members, 
Hutcheson's refusal to sign would kill the whole thin. He told me 
that according to a letter from Buxton which he had received the day 
before, Hutcheson refused to lend his neme to it. 

2. It has been suggested that McDonald take the initiative to bring 
us together with Vera Michales Dean, the Research Director of the 
Foreign Policy Association. As you may recall, I met Mrs. Dean last 
year and had a talk with he~. Uy impression on that occasion was 
that Mrs. Dean was externally extremely polite end sympathetic, but 
that she was not prepared to comnit herself in any •e:r or do 8ll)"'thing 
for us. McDonald told me that he knew Mrs. Deen since she was a 
young girl, end, indeed, it was he who introduced her into the 
F.P.A.; that she as a cold end calculating person who would not let 
her sentiments for the underdog interfere with her career; that she 
seemed to be utterly disinterested 1n the Palestine problem, despite 
her Jewish origin which she never announces. She was disinterested 
in Palestine to such en extent as to never ask cDonald about his 
impressions on his recent trip to Palestine or his views on the 
present situation. Under the circumstances, ~cDonald doesn't feel 
that it would be proper for him to approach her on the question of 
Palestine. With this I agree. 

3. I told • McDonald of the lijgdle East Tr§nds project. This was 
the one point 1n our conversation about which he was almost 
enthusiastic. So much so, that I found 1 t possible to inquire of 
Mm whether he would take an active hand in the project. His answer 
was that he might. He emphasized very much one point in my outline, 
namel7, that the national end religious minorities in the Midd1e 
Ea.st should be activel,- brought into the picture. He felt that this 
was e. thing long overdue, and he was e.lso optimistic as to the 
possibility to raise the necessary funds for the me.terie.llze.tion of 
the project. I em sending him today a copy of my memorandum to you 
outlining the W.ddle East Trends project, and we shall probabl.Y meet 
again to discuss this matter after he roads the memorandum. 

~H 
Be st regards. 

EBH/lb 




