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'NO A;. D TO : HON. ED~ARD J. LYN 

On August 31, 1945, resident ruman ma ea ublic req est that the 
British overnment admit l 0,000 Je ish ref gees into alestlne, 11 the Jewish 
ational Home ." held in trust by Great Britain , under a mandate from the 

League of ations. This was no mere esture on behalf of "d splaced persons", 
but based upon merican rights stemming rom the nglo-American Convertion 
(or Treaty} of ecember 3, 1924, under which no change in the alestine 
andate can be legally made without American approval and conse t. (The 
ritish Vihite aper of 193, hich drastically restricted Jewish im~igration 

had been declared 1 valid ~Y the andate Commission of the Lea ue of ations, 
and conseq entl resident Roosevelt had announced that Slch a -bite aper 
was not bindin upon us.) Furthermore, the Presidential reqtest as made 
after an o ject·ve s Pdy of the facts and fig res of the ~splaced persons 
by an eminent authority, arl Harrison , as the special representative of the 
United States . 

The ritish s alled as lon as ossible , b t fi ally greed 1th our 
government to heap ointment of an lo-. er~can Co ssio of Inq ry, 
which was to report within a "p riod of for hs." It is no tree months 
since the nanimous report of that Cot:m.1sa on as ren er d, reiterating 
resident 1ruman's request for the admission of a 100,000 ref g a into 
alestine as soon as possible. 

The avo ed rltish hesitation over the 1 ~1 ration of such a large number 
of ref gees 11as concern over the "absorptiv c p city" of a little country 
like Palest ne, with an r a of 1 ,~ 0 squar ilea - a o t the size of 
assach setts and to Rode Islands. t th lo-Ame ican In uir Com-

mission had evi ently taken all factors to c onsi eratio, en they reache 
their d cision, fort ey had be ore them the tes timony that nearly ti2, O 
Jewish 1mmi rants had entered alestine in the single ear fl 3b, a ere 
speedily absorbed i hout even e fer of unem loyment, al st ne pre­
war industry as still in 1 s 1nfa cy. 

In any event, the British overnment no proposes to a soi the l 0,000 
Je ish 1 1 rants into a "partitioned" alestine, i thin a Jewish dis rict of 
only 1500 square miles, or abo t 1/7 of its total area, and only slightly lar er 
than one hode Island, w 1le an rea six t mes as large equivalent to ssa-
chuse s plus anther Hhode Islan oul e close to J ish r fu ( re-
sumably, the smaller the area that is allotte for Jews, the 1 r number 
of refugees that can be absorbedJ} 

This is no longer a mere Jewish question in ich five million merlcan 
Jews are vitally interested. It is an merican pro lem wherein the honor of 
our country and its President is at stalm, supported by the overwhelming mass 
of Americans, barring a small "lunatic fr1 e." As a lawyer, I am convinced 
that our country may summon reat Bri tain for an accounting of its Palestine 
trust before the Intern tional Court of Justice on the 1 rger issues involved 
under her trust obli atlons "to facilitate the establishment of the Jewish 
National Home," which is repeated in the Anglo-American Convention of December, 
1924. ut the immediate admission of a hundred thousand Jewish ref ees is 
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a condition precedent to hioh Foreign Secretary Bevin gave his approval if 
the report of the Anglo-American Commission were unanimous - as it was. 

Otherwise , the whole issue is catapulted into he American political 
scene - converting a . judicial inquiry_ into a poll ti cal issue, w1 th all the 
baneful consequences that inevitably must follo. 

It i s not yet too late even at this eleventh hour, after eleven months 
of delay on the Presidential reque·st for the adm;ssion of a hundred thousand 
Jewish rett·gees, while they are slowly dying in .l:!,urope to avert the calamity 
that faces us. (I have personally advised Governor Lehman, as an old friend, 
that neither he nor Senator ead can carry the state this autumn, under the 
present circumstances - and please don't let a few rich men, discussing this 
problem ttdispassiona"tay" in their country clubs fool you in this matter.) 

The only proper course is for the President to insist that the issue of 
the 100,000 Jewish rer gees cannot wait upon further delayin tactics involved 
in Arab-Jewish approval, which will come, if it comes at all, after the l 0 ,000 
are in their graves . Besides , there must be room for the l 0,000 to move and 
breathe instead of attempting to con.fine them to a srrl.811 area already as thickly 
settled as hode Island - wr 1le the empty space of the so th of Palestine , known 
as the Negeb, with an area half the size o.f all of Palestine (or nearly five 
rthode Islands) is reem ted by the British and a few thousand omad Arabs. 
(After a heart-breaking search for water, a few thriving a ricult ral colonies 
have been established int h " s region in ' the past few years , which presumably 
are now to be dismantled.) There must be no fake federalism, 1th 6/7 of the 
area of Palestine des>gned for r tish-Arab control, and only 1/7 for Jewi sh 
immigration and resettlement - repreaentin ac ually only 3% of the Palestine 
Mandate, hich included Transjordan. The Presi ent may easily test the a ncerit 
of the British sponsored federalist sol tion, by publicly insisting upon two 
conditions: 

(1) 'J.hat the territory designated as Jewish be adequa e "n area so as to 
include t he north of alestine from Haifa to the borders of Lebanon , and in the 
south the area from the Mediterranean to the Dead ea, 1ncl,d1ng the tegeb - .for 
in all that larger area the Jews constitute the majority of the population . 

(2) This so-called Je ish D strict must have autonomous rights, equivalent 
to that offered to Transjordan, including the privilege of controlling its own 
immigration policy. 

Only then can there be any serious talk about a "federal solution" whereby 
the hill district, with Arab Nablus as the centre, mi ht be joined to adjacent 
Transjordan, to form a sister state to the rest of Ril.est1ne in which the Jews 
would constitute a majority of the population . By such a method we shall 
ascertain whether the British are really interested in their professed desire 
for a federal solution of the Palestine problem, or whether it is only another 
name for the old political game o.f delay and procrastination, so as to postpone 
the admission of the 100,000 Jewish refugees until they are no lo er on this 
earth. 

In short, I strongly reconnnend that justice as well as political expedi ency 
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requires that the President of t he nited States s all sa categ rically that 
the Je ish ar a of alestine m st include~ fficient territory to safe ard the 
future of the Jewish National Home, and make possible the admission of the 
hundred thousand Jewish refugees 1mmo i a tel, 1th th o ortuni y o c ontrol 
immigration as a self-gove in domini on. 

I am convinced that heroic m ast res must be taken to save he state of 
e ork this a tumn, for Chr stains as ell as es a r e aroused over the 

fail res oft a ministration to 1m _lament its n g ood inten tions. I rite 
to you as a 11fe-lon emocrat ho see·s clearl he conseq ences t ill 
follow a let down at thi • e r cial tie. Already there has a ppe red in the 
Je ish res8 art~cles agains the proposed cand~ dacy of ov rnor Lehman or 
the L• S. ena e. This is a indication o f the deep f elin th t has a rred 
a large mass of ~ew York voters. 

Bernard • osenblatt 

July 29, 1946 




