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The New York Times, October 7, 1946

DEWEY VIEWS ON OPENING PALESTINE
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Following is the part of Governor Dewey's speech
last night at the Hotel Commodore, before a dinner
of the United Palestine Appeal, in which he dis—-
cussed the question of immigration into Palestine.

The promise of admission of a hundred thousand Jewish people to Palestine
should have been fulfilled long ago. That is 2 joint obligation of our Government
and the British Government under their long-standing commitments. The test of
friendship is the ability to speak fran’ly to our friends without danger of offense
~- and I should like to speak frankly to our British friends. It is no service to
our own cause or to the cause of friendchip to muffle the truth or to make widely
and strategically spaced declarations, which are not followed up by able, com—
petent or productive action.

The simple truth is that both govemments through their own appointed Joint
Commission of Inquiry have agreed that 100,000 Jews should have been adnitted to
Palestine long ago. The need is more urgent todey than ever before.

If the sincerity and diplomacy together with the great prestige of our govern~
ment cannot achieve this objective, there is something lacking either in the
diplomacy or the sincerity.

.In this connection, I want to make it crystal clecar to our British friends
that demands for immediate immigration into Palestine far transcend partisan poli-
ticse Actually, they have the whole~hearted support not only of the leadership
of both political parties, but also of the vast majority of the Americen people.

Furthemmore, I am convinced that whenever external policies of great impor-
tance are thrust into political campaigns, such injections always wealzen and
seriously impair the carrying out of a united national policy.

Calls It Issue of Human Rights

In iy considered judgment, it is vital that it be understood everyviere that
the question of Palestine is not a political issue between Americans. It is a
fundanental issue of human rights, of human freedom.

In 1944 the Republican Party, at my suggestion, entered into a bi-partisan
agrecnent concerming the international orgenization for world peace. lirs John
Foster Dulles acted as my representative in a series of conferences with Cordell
Hull, then Secretary of State, which resulted in the complete elimination of the
question of the world pcace organization from the Presidential campaign. That
action resulted in the first bi-partisan foreign policy in peacetime in our history
and even recent political efforts at the highest levels in our country failed to
destroy ite America and the world have a better hope of peace as a resulta

In the same way, it is my firm belief that the entire approach to the Poles~
tine question must be made bi-partisan and has no place in pclitical campaigns.
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It must be clearly demonstrated to the world that the United States reaffimms its
policy that the pledges to the Jewish vpeople must be fulfilied.

No one can sgy that a final solution in Palestine is easy. But the right of
large and immediate Jewish immigration is fundamental to that solution znc it must
be an immigration of not 100,000 but of severzl hundreds of thousancs.

In 1944 the Republican National platform called for the opening of Pzlestine
to the unrestricted immigration and land ownership of Jews so that Palestine may
become "a free and democratic" commonwealth. I supported that position thene I
supnort that position now.

Sees Challenge to Sincerity

The displaced persons of Europe are a challenge to tke sincerity of our leader-
shipe For a year and a half this problem has been crying out for action, not talk.
It 1s the problem of not one religion or of one group; it is a problem of humanity
itselfs If this is the way the brave new world will solve its intemational
problens, we have made a bad start indeeds It has long since been a time for
action, decisive, firm and courageous action.

The estinaotes vary, but of the displaced persons who went and reclly need
desperately a new home there are between 800,000 and a million. These victins of
Hitler by their very status offer evidence of their love of freedom, of liberty
and free governnent. They should be welcome additions to all the great nations
of the world.

These peonle are the natural successors of the great waves of the persecuted
who in the past contriduted so richly to the greatness of the United States and
other new nations of the worlds It should not be difficult with the support and
goodewill of both parties in this countrvy for an active effort on the part of our
Governnent to procure adnission both to Palestine and to the other great nations
of the world for all those who are so desperately in nced of peace and of an oppor-
tunity to rebuild their shottered lives., We should adjust our own imigration laws
to pemit the adnission of our shaore of displaced persons, both Christions ond Jews.

. There can be no doudt of the vholeheartcd welcome which all the »heoples of
goodewill would give to this nitifully snall band of wvictins of war and persecutions
It is not o problem of race or religion. It is a noral problen,

Asks That U, S, Toake Lead

The displaced pecples, Jews and Christions alke, are a test of the good faith
of the peace~loving nations of the world, of our aspirations for liberty cnd
Justices They are o charge upon the conscience of mankind. The problen is beset
with some petty, sone riajor difficulties. The stakes are too great for vacillation
or inconpetence,

Of course, it would be confortsble to loy the problen aside and close our eyes.
But the peace of the world rust be founded upon conviction and firm oection in
accordence with the high principles upon vhich our nation was founded,

Let our Governnent take the lead, backed, as it will be, if it vill only act,
by the historic faith of the Americon people and find refuge now for these few
hundreds of thousonds whose helpless plight points an accusing finger ot the good
faith of the great nations of the world,
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All our efforts, all our thoughts are to bdbuild for the peace of the world,
But we cannot build peace with homeless victins of the last war on our conscience.
Human liberty is the goal to which we aspire not only for ourselves but Tor all
nen. It is of the very essence of our freedon that we treasure it so much, we
want to share ite To that end let our actions speak before all nonlkind so that

liborty and justice shall again become the conmnon aspiration of all the world.




November 6, 1946

The Honmorable Thomas E, Dewey
St«te Capitol
ub ny’ N.!.

Ky dear Governor Dewey:

May I join your host of friends in
congratulating you upon your splendid wvictory,
The overshelming vote by which you were re-elected
is a m.gnificent tribute to you. 1 listened to
you last evening when you 3poke after your election
was assured, and I was profoundly moved and
heartened,

May God _rant you lis providential guidance
in the grest days which lie ahead of you.

Host cordially yours,




STATE OF NEW YORK

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER

ALBANY
THOMAS E.DEWEY
GOVERNOR

November 9, 1946

Pr. Abba Hillel Silver,
Cleveland, Ohio,

Dear Dr. Silver:
lany thanks for your letter of

llovember 6th on the result of the election

and for the good things you say. I appreci-

ate them ever so much and hope to see you

soon.

I shall look forward to seeing you

at sometime you are in llew York.
With werm personal regards and all
wishes,
Sincerely yours,
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