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The New York Times, October 7, 1946 

DE't'IEY VIEWS OM OPENING PALESTINE 

Following is the part of Governor Dewey ts speech 
last night at the Hotel Conn11odore, before a dinner 
of the United Palestine Appeal, in which he dis
cussed the question of immigration into Palestine. 

The promise of admission of a hundred thousand Jewish people to Pal cst::ne 
should have been fulfilled long a.goo That is a joint obligation of our Government 
and the :British Government under their long- .. tanding commitments. The tes t of 
friendsuip is the ability to speak frrutl:ly to our friends without danger of offense 
-- and I should like to speak frw..kly to our E1~tish friends. It is no s ervice to 
our o,,m cause or to the cause of friendchip to muff le t he truth or to make widely 
and strategically spaced declarations, which are not followed up by abl e • com
petent or productive action. 

The simple truth is that both governments through their own appointed Joint 
Commission of Inquiry have agreed that 100,000 J e •rs should have been ao.mi t t ed to 
Palestine long ago. The need is more urgent today than ever before. 

If the sincerity and di~lomacy together with the great prestige of our govern
ment cannot achieve this objective, there is something lacking either in th e 
diplomacy or the sincerity • 

. In this connection, I t ant to make it crystal clear to our l3r1 ti sh friends 
that demands for immediate immigration into Palestine fa.r transcond :parti :.rnn poli
tics. Actually, they have the whol&-hearted sup~ort not only of the leatlers.ip 
of both political parties, but also of the vast majority of the America 1 j)eople. 

Furthennore, I am convinced that whenever external policies of grea t i n~or~ 
tance are thrust into political campaigns, sueh injections alweys weai:Cn a:1d 
seriously impair the carrying out of a united national policy. 

Calls It Issue of Human Rights 

In cry considered judgment, it is vital tho.t it be understood ever;,1vr:1ere that 
the question of Palestine is not a poll tical issue between Americans. It is a 
fund.ruuentcl. issue of hu.r:ian rights, of human freedon. 

In 1944 the Republican Party, at my sugs ostion, entered into a bi-partisan 
agreor. cnt concerning the internuti onal organization for world peace. ·,rr. John 
Foster Dulles acted as my representative in a s eries of conferences with Cordell 
Hull, thon Secretary of State, which resulted in the complete elimination of the 
question of the \·rorld p eace organization from the Presidential campaign. mhat 
action resulted in the first bi-partisan foreign policy in peacetime in our history 
and even recent political efforts at the highest levels in our cou_r1tey failed to 
destroy it. America and the world have a better hope of peace as a result. 

In t 1e same wa;r, 1 t is my firm belief that the entire approach to the Pales
tine question must be made bi-partisan and has no place in pcli tical campaigns. 
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It must be clearly demonstrated to the world th .t the United States reaffirms its 
policy that the pledges to the Jewish people must be fulfil l ed. 

No one can sa_v that a final solution in Palestine is easy. But the right of 
large and imI!tediate Jewish immigration is fundamentru. to that solution [nG it must 
be an immigration of not 100,000 but of severcl hundreds of thousan cs. 

In 1944 the R~publican National platfor:n called for the opening of P::J.estine 
to the unrestricted ir.irnigration and land ownership of Jews so that Palestine may 
become '' a free and denocra tic n commonweal th. I supported thl!.t posi t ion t _ ... e:1. I 
sup1ort that position now. 

Sees Challenge to Sinceri tz 

Tl1e cli splaced persons of Europe aro a chnl.lenge to tte sincerity o-: our lea.de~ 
ship. For a year and a half this problen has been cr;ring out for o.ction, not t alk. 
It is the problem of not one religion or of one c roup; it is a problem of humanity 
itself. If this is the way the brave new world ,-rill solve its intemc.tional 
problenst ,-,e have r.1ade a bad. start indeed. It has long since been a ti r.1c for 
action, decisive, firm and courageous action. 

me est inates vo:rJ, but of the di s:placed persons who wont and recJ.ly need 
desperately a new hone there are between 800,000 and a nillion. These victi s of 
Hitler by their ver✓ status offer evidence of their love of freedor.i, of liberty 
nnd free governnent. They should be \1elcome ndd.i tions to ru.l the great nat ions 
of the uorld. 

These people n.re the natural successors of the grea t waves of the p ersecuted 
who in the :past contributed so richly to the greo.tness of the Uni tod Stat es and 
othe~ ne1;1 nations of the ~ orld. It should not b e difficult with the ou:_pport and 
good-will of both parties in this count r,r for an active cff ort on the part of our 
Governnent to :procure a d:!i ssion both to Palestine and to the other e;rer t nC'.ti ons 
of the world for all those who are so cl cspero.tely in noed of peace and of en oppol'
tuni ty to rebuild their shuttered lives. We should ad just o l r o,..,n i r:nigr ~tion l aws 
to po1ni t the n.dnission of our she.re of displaced persons, both Christi .:ms ... md Jei1s • 

. Thero con be no doubt of th0 uholeheart cd welcon e hie. nll the :1eo::Jles of 
gooa,..,..,111 would give to tJ.1is ~1 tifu.lly snall bnnd of victins of wo.r ond p ersecution. 
It is not ~ problen of race or religion. It is o. noro.l problen. 

Asks That U. s. TDke Lead 

The displnced pecples, Je 1s ond Christians alke, are a test of the g ood faith 
of the :peace-lovlng nations of the ,·rorld, of our o.spi rations for liberty end 
justice. They n.re n. charg e upon the conscience of □unkind. The probla-1 is beset 
,-.rith so□e petty, sone oajor difficulties. The stakes are too great for vacillation 
or incoopetence. 

Of course, it would be corJfortublo to 1 P~ the pro bl en aside and close our e es. 
l3ut the peace of the ,-,orld oust be founded upon conviction and fim .. ction in 
accord.wee ,·ri th the high principles upon ,,hich our nation wn.s founded. 

Let our Governnent take the lend, backed, as it •rill be, if it 1·dll only o.ct, 
by the historic fci th of the .Anericnn people nnd find refuge now for these few 
hundreds of thousnnds whose helpless plight points an qccusing finger nt the good 
faith of the grent nations of the world. 
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All our efforts, all our houghts are to build for the peace of the ,:orld. 
]ut we cannot build peace with homeless vict~ns of the last war on our conscience. 
Human liberty is the gonl to which we aspire not only for ourselves but for all 
□ en. It is of the ver✓ essence of our freedon that we treasure it so nucl1, ,e 
want to share it. To that end let our actions speak before all u~ ~ind so thn.t 
liborty roid justice shall again becooe the con.1on aspiration of all the worl • 
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THOMAS E.DEWE Y 

GOVERNOR 

STATE OF' NEW YORK 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 

ALBANY 

~ov e b er 9 , 1 946 

~ . h ba illel Silver , 
ClevelLnd , Oh i o . 

Dear r . 31lver : 

~.:any t ~. n.:s for "Our lc tte o.: 

:ov e ~ber 6t'1 on e ... ec,llt o t l e elect..i..on 

and for t.1e r·oo C: t in s .. -ou sa . t:) '-.J V appreci-

nte tben ev r s 

soon . 

ch ~nu· op to see you 

I shall loo fo T2r 

at so et_me ~"ou a!·e in Tc 

best ishes , 

t s ce i nr• OU ..... 

or . 

Sincerely ""Ours , 

TED: · ·i. 




