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FRINCETON UNIVERSITY
Princeton, New Jersey

October 31, 1946

Dear Sirss

In reply to your letter of October 16, the conference
to which you refer is entitled Near Eastern Culture and
Society and is one of a series of fifteen conferences of
scholars from all parts of the world which are being held
throughout the year as part of our bicentennial celebration.

This particular conference will be attended Dy perhaps
fifty or sixty scholars carefully selected for their scholarly
competence, The program will be concerned with the history
and culture of the Near East, Tho three main topics areg
"Islamic Art and Archeology: New Aprroaches in Research";
"Arabie Literature and Religion: New Approaches in Research”;
'Intmt:.on of Islamic and Western Thought in Retrospect and
Prospect,

The subject of Zionism is not $o be a part of the program.
The purpose is a conference restricted to recogniged scholars,
To plase on the program a speaker to represent the Zionist's
point of view would not be in keeping with the character or
purpose of the conference.

Incidentally, I may add shat no names of speakers or
topics of this conference have as yet been announced to
anyone anywhere, and I am therefore at a loss to understand
the sentence in your letter as followss "From the names of
various speakers who have been invited to address the con-
ference, as well as from the subjects for discussion, 1i¢
seems that the conference is likely to be used as an anti-
Zionist forum." I repeat that this is not the intention,
and I can only assume that you have been misled in some way
as to its nature,

Sincerely yours,

Harold W, Dodds

Dr. Stephen S, VWise

Dr, Abba Hillel Silver

American Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avemme

New York 17, N. Y.




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y

-

November 14, 1947

Dr, Harold Willis Dodds
President, Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr, Dodds:

We wish to thank you for your letter of October 31
glad to have your assurance that there is no 1ntonuon h
Princeton Conference should offer a forum fog '
anti-Zionist views,

We note that the three main topics A
Conference which will deal with the Midd
and Archeology”; "Arabic Literature 4n
action of Islamic and Western Thoud
It is possible that the informatior gh
letter to you is out of date and ¢ - But we
DRQ_ § e uJor topics for
discussion would be "The Arad P..p Their National and
International Rolutionthipc’ -= a sublec
to concern itself with &}

leading participants
Legation, Dr, Habid

; each of these gentlemen,
oyld be a one-sided presentation
for that reason that
we had ventured to D JOu he belief that you would

feel it app a0 S boint of view should also de
presen

Singerely yours,

Stephen S, Vise Abba Hillel Silver
Joint Chairmen, American Zionist Emergency Council




PRINCETOR UNIVERSITY
Princeton,New Jersey
November 26, 1946
Dear Sirss
In reply to your letter of November 14, I think you can rely oa

Princeton University not to become a propaganda agency for either
pro=- or anti-Zionism. Of the three gentlemen you name as taking part
in the program Professor Prince has been dead for some time and Dr,
Kurani has nothing to do with the session to which you refer. 1 have
seen the outline of this session, and it contains no reference teo

Zionism, The question may of course arise in discussion, dut again we

are relying oa the rcpru.ntativd membership of the Conference for a

balanced discussion.

smm yours,

Harold W. Dodds

Rabbi Stephen S, VWise

Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver

American Zionist Emergency Council
342 Madison Avemne

New York 17, N. ¥.




Dr, Harold Willis Dodds
President, Princeton University
Princeton, New Jersey

Dear Dr, Dodds:

In a lstter to you dated October 16, 1946, Dr. Stephen VWise and 1 suggested
that the program and direction of the proposed Conference on "lear Eastern
Culture and Society” %o be held in commection with the bicentennial of Frinceten
University was such as to make it likely that the Conference would be used as
an anti-Zioniet forwm in which the Zionist point of view was 1ikely to receive
1ittle, if any representation,

In your reply of October Ji, you emphasized that this was not the intention
and that you could only assune that we had been miszled in some way nsto-d¥e

nature, We were glad to have thip ssmurance on your part,

It 1s with corresponding regret that we resd the enclosel repert in the

New York Herald Tribupe of the meebting of March 26, headed "2, of Near Rast,
Ask Rights for Palestine Arabs -~ Delegates to Bigentennisl gt Princeton Cite

Feer of Zionism's Ambitione,"

signed by Ir, Silver






