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• 
PRES REL.EASE from 

GREATER NEVi YORK ZIONIST ACTIUNS COMMITTEE 
342 Madison Avenue 
New York 17 , N. Y. 
M.lrray Hill 2-1160 

ZIONISTS SCORE DR. STEPHENS. WISE'S 

ENDORSEUENT OF POLITICAL CANDIDATES 

_.,._ ... __ 

FOR Ii,~ .EDIAT.B Ri.;1.E,A., 

ZIONIST ACTIONS CO ~viITTEE, WEOSE POSITION IS IN FULL HAR ,ONY .iITH TH.AT 

OF A~RICAN ZIO IST EMERGENCY COUNCIL, DECLARES: 11 DR. \7ISE 

SPOKE FOR NO O rE BUT HIMSELF" 

- - -
New York -- The Greater ~w York Zionist A tions Committee tod y voic d 

"sharp resentment" over the statem,.mt issued ye..,ter ay by Dr. Stephen s. tise , 

which announced his support of Jwnes M. Mad for Oovetnor nnd Herbert H. Lehman 
for U. s. Senator. 

The Co • ttee 's statement \7a.s issued by its officers: Louis Segal, Gener· 
Secretary of the Je \'lish National \lorkers 1 .Allic.lllce d 1 t:nder of the Labor 
Zionist Organization of America - 'l'r asurer, nnd Rab· i Mnx Kirsh bl um, Ge.mer 

Secretary of the Vdzrachi Organization of Ameri ca -- Secretary. Judge B rnard A. 
Rosenblatt, Vice Presid nt of the Zionist Orgnniz a.t ion of A1rer1cn. , who is chnir­
man of the Zionist Actions Committee,is en rout to London. 

Pointing out tbo.t "the pas · tion t .... k n by th Gr ent1Jr ev, York Zionist .Actions 
Committee in its cnmpaign of education, is in full harmony with tru:.t of the 
Americon Zionist Emergency Council, repre sentin th entire Zionist mcvem nt in 

this country, of which Dr. Wise along with Dr. Abba Hil 1 Silver is, co-chair­
man," the Zionist Actions Committ e 1s statemant d clar .J d: 11 Dr. '\i'ise ought to be 
as deeply disappointed over the Administration's f ilur to secure r e sults as are 
a majority of the Jews of America. He should be concerned enough with the 
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increasingly desperate plight of Je~ish refugees to g~ve his hearty npproval to 

our demands for action, e~en if this should prove embnrrassing to the Democratic 

Party." 

The Committee's statement refuted Dr. r/ise 1s assertions by pointing out 

that it is "not engaged in partisan politics, \7hether Republicnn or Democratic, 11 

and adding that 11no Zionist leader should use his position to promote the 

interests of any political party. 11 

n It should be clear that Dr. ,~1se spok~ for 110 one but himself, 11 the state­

men t declared. 

The text of the statement follo~s: 

"The Greater Ne~ York Zionist Actions Committee notes nith sharp resentment 

a statement issued by Dr. Stephen S. ✓ise, Pbich couples his support of the 

Democratic candidates with an evident attack upon our position and activity. 

u It has been our unpleasant duty during recent months to call the attention 

of the American public to the tragic failure of the present Administration in 

Washington to achieve any results in connection with the admission of 100,000 

Jewish :-efugees to Palestine, or in defense of basic Jewish rights vlith regard 

to Palestine. 

11 Dr. Wise refers to us nnd to other like-minded groups as tthose v,ho lightly 

or disingenuously urge opposition to Administration cnndidntes throughout the 

country on the alleged ground of the Administration's indifference to the fate 

of the DP' s and 1 ts failure to secure their ndmis sion to Palestine. 1 Unfortunate­

ly the Administration's failure to secu.re their admission to Palestine is not 

'alleged. t It is a sad and incontrovertible fact. The Jeuish refugees are still 

languishing in detention camps abroad. The Administration's efforts on their 

l?eha.l.f and in behalf of tho just. rights of the Je\1s to Palestine, to which the 

Democratic Party stalids commi t .ted by its own nntional party platform, and to 

which the Congress of the United States hns given its overwhelming endorsement 

as recently as o. year ago, have consisted so far only of public statements of 
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approval. Dr.Wise ought to be as doeply disappointed ovor the Administration's 
failure to secure rosults as are a mD.Jor1ty of the Jews of Junericn.. Ho should bo 
concornod enough with the increasingly desporato plight of Jowish refuge es to givo 
Qis hearty approval to our demands for action,even if this should prove o□barmssin3 
to tho Domocratic Party. • 

'lll of us have noted with satisfaction President ?ruman's statement of 

October 4th and his recent letter to Ibn-Saud, and earnestly trust that, unli:ke 

earlier pronouncements. they will be followed up with vigorous action~hich will 

secure tangible results. When such positiv0 r osults are achieved, .. ; e shell be as 

delighted to acclaim both the Presidont and t h o ndministration, as 10 .1av0 been 

forced to criticize their past inaction and f cllures . 

nwe are not engaged in partisan politics. ·,·,hot hor Republican or Democratic. 

o Zionist leader should use his position to promot e t ho intorosts of any political 

party. 

"At the polls, American ci tizons, r cgardloss of race or creed, ro onti tlod 

to express their judgment as to ·,7hethor an Administruti.on has faithfully carried 

out its commitments and its plodgos, and to ro ,istor thc,ir approval or thoir 

disapproval. This is not 'punitivo action' -- th.ts i s denocracy in action. In 

this connection we should liko to stato also that tho position token by the 

Greater r ew York Zionist Actions Oom."litt co in its ce.tnpn.ign of oduc o.tion, is in 

full harmony with tho position of tho A□o ricon Zioni st Dmorgoncy Council, r opro­

senting the entire Zionist movomont in this cou _1try, of .. ,hich Dr. f.iso, along 

with Dr. Abba Hillel ilvar, is a co-chairne.n. 

"It should bo clear that Dr. Wivo spoke for no o a but himself." 
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