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Reprintf.d fl'o 

TH EW YORK TIME , AT RDA Y, J NE 8, 1946. 

An Appeal to the Conscience of Civilized Mankind 

We make this statement because we are outraged by the 
eontinued insensitiveness of that portion of the world 
which we call civilized to the greatest human tragedy of 
all time. 

l,ON,000 Jews have met horrible death in Hitler's exter­
mination camps and ghettos. 

1,&H,000 or less are left alive in Europe today-most of 
them homeless, unwanted and destitute, kept alive by 
one aim: to quit the scene of their degradation and emi­
grate to Palestine. 

100,DDD-at least a fraction of those for whom continued 
existence in Europe has become impossible - could be 
,aved immediately. But at the very moment when action 
is most sorely needed, there are new delays and further 
equffotation. 

We submit that there can be no valid reason for failure 
to act now! The European war ended a year ago. Dean 
Earl Harrison, of the University of Pennsylvania, was 
sent by the President of the United States to investigate 
the condition of the Jewish survivors in Europe. He sub­
mitted a report to the Pre ident which made it clear that 
any delay in the transfer of these unfortunate people to 
Palestine would result in misery and death. President 
Truman thereupon sent a letter to Prime Minister Attlee 
on August 31, 1945 requesting that 100,000 of the1e 
displaced European Jews be permitted to emigrate to 
Pale■tine at once. 

The request was rejected by the British Government. 
Instead, an investigation of the situation- another 
investigation! - was proposed by Great Britain. The 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry was set up. 

After four months of investigation this committee unan­
imously recommended what President Truman proposed 

in the first place- the Immediate admf11ion of 100,000 
Jews to Palestine. During all these months of investiga­
tion Jews who could be leadin1 useful, happy live• in 
Palestine, tmffered and died. 

One would think that not a moment would now be lost 
in carrying out this act of elemental humanity. But no! 
"Conditions" which had been considered and rejected by 

the Committee are now being demanded by Prime Min­
ister Attlee. And our own State Department continues in 
practice a procedure of "consultations" which may delay 
indefinitely the attainment of the noble objective to which 
our Govemment is fully committed. 

Are we to condemn these pitiful Jewi1h survivors to an 
indefinite hopeless existence in the internment campa 
where they now lang-uish? Are they to be left at the 
mercy of the hostile populations that surround them? 
Every obae"er who has recently returned from Europe 
has warned that there may be maBB-suicide amonl' these 
terribly haraHed people who have for so long lived undet' 
tension and strain unleH they are permitted to leave for 
Pale1tine without delay. 

America ref uae, to be an accomplke in 1uch an out­

rageou, act of inhumanit11I 

These displaced Jews can be moved to Palestine In a 

matter of weeks. The American people want them saved! 
We look to President Truman to 1tand firm on thi1 matter 
and to direct the State Department to implement what i1 

now the accepted policy of the United States. 

We look to the British Government to carry out the 
unanimous recommendation of its own representative■ 
on the Joint Committee, calling for the immediate trans­
fer of these 100,000 Jews to Palestine. 

We demand justice for a tragic people now. 
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Palestine and Bevin 
(In The Nation of June 22, 1946) 

Cairo, June 15 

I HA VE seen no report of the American reaction 
to the Palestine remarks made by Bevin at 
Bournemouth, but read here in the context of 

events in the Levant, in Egypt, and in Palestine itself, 
they seemed most ominous. For a Foreign Minister 
to say that "the agitation in the United States ... for 
100,000 Jews to be put into Palestine is because 
they do not want too many of them in New York" 
is to offer an unjust and untrue simplification of a 
complex problem; it is hard to believe that Bevin 
would have ventured it if he were not casting about 
for an alibi to cover his own failure to meet the 
issue. Also when he says, "If you have to raise the 
Arabs' life to the standard of the Jews, you cannot 
do it if you take away their land," he is distorting 
both the recommendations of the Inquiry Committee 
and the intention of the Jews. But more significant 
and di turbing wa Bevin's as ertion that "if we put 
100,000 Jews in Pale tine tomorrow I would have to 
put another division of troop there," coupled with 
the demand for the Jews and Arabs to lay down their 
arms. Reading this, one realize how little Bevin has 
learned from the inquiry, indeed frorn the long rec­
ord of British colonial policy: he still believes that 
order is a prerequisite to policy, an idea easily con­
verted into the theory that order is a substitute for 
policy. Thi mistake was responsible for the Black 
and Tan terror in Ireland, for the Amritsar massacre, 
and for a dozen other bloody events easy to recall. 
If persisted in, it will have the same ugly results in 
Palestine. 

For almo t five weeks I have been watching de­
velopments and talking to informed people--Jews, 
Christian , Moslems--in Palestine, Lebanon, and 
Egypt, and I am sure that if real trouble starts it 
will not be because 100,000 Jews are brought to 
Pale tine but because of the stalling and hedging 
of the British go ernment, its painful reluctance to 
apply any clear-cut policy, and the behavior of many 
of its agents, military and civilian, who do everything 
but openly invite an Arab revolt. As days pass with­
out a decision on Palestine, the Moslem world be­
comes more and more convinced that blackmail pays 
and that the Western powers can be frightened into 
sacrificing the Jews just as they have already aban­
doned the Christians in Lebanon. The country the 
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Arabs are uneasy about i the United States. They 
believe that if 100,000 Jew come to Palestine it 
will be because Truman insists they come. They know 
that an uncompromising stand in Washington, backed 
by solid promises of material help, would go far to 
offset Arab threats and the warnings of Be in's 
advisers out here. 

If our government takes such a stand, it will alter 
in a most salutary way the balance of forces in the 
eastern Mediterranean. But I wonder whether we can 
be counted on to do it. We are not accustomed to 
following an independent line, and we depend heavily 
on the British for the defense of our interests. Nor 
are we immune to Arab propaganda. Today at Payne 
Field, a huge airport outside of Cairo which our gov­
ernment has just sold to Egypt, I encountered several 
American oil men on their way home from Arabia. 
They agreed that Ibn Saud was an old fox and had 
scared Standard Oil to death by threatening to de­
stroy installations in the oil fields and to end con­
cessions if we did not quit supporting the Jews. 
"Would he do it?" I asked. They didn't know but 
thought he figured he wouldn't have to; he counted 
on threats to turn the trick. "He could wreck the 
whole works in three hours," one of them said. "But 
then of course he wouldn't get the money." Conces­
sions are the !if eblood of Oriental absoluti m, and 
lbn Saud is perhaps more fox than fanatic. 

I have been much di appointed by the recent 
words of another Britisher R. H. S. Cros man, a 
good writer and a member of the Inquiry Committee 
who is supposed to ha e been working hard- with 
indifferent succe s, one mu t conclude - to convert 
Messrs . .Attlee and Bevin to the report. Io Pale tine 
Crossman was generally regarded as the ablest mem­
ber of the committee. This being the case, I wonder 
why he should have taken particular pain , in a talk 
the other day at the London School of Economics to 
ridicule the American role in relation to Palestine. 
When he rejected the idea of British-American con­
dominium-proposed by nobody so far as I know­
by saying that " it is difficult enough to run the 
country under the Colonial Office, but it would be 
quite impossible under a Tammany regime," I could 
not help recalling somewhat cynically the ma sive 
rolls of barbed wire I aw festooning every British 
official building in Palestine, and the iron cen orship, 
and the political prisoners al o behind barbed wire. 
Against this backdrop Tammany seemed by contrast 
quite like the benevolent society it wa originally sup­
posed to be. But what I found more gratuitous and 
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politically rather questionable was Crossman's re­
mark, greeted with "laughter," that "poor Truman 
was neatly caught when he demanded the entry of 
100,000 and was asked by Bevin to send American 
commissioners," and his further ironic comment on 
the anxiety of Americans, including the American 
Jews, to deflect Jewish immigration toward Palestine. 

I do not intend to dispute these points; I want only 
to suggest that Bevin's speech indicates the political 
use to which such remarks are bound to be put. As­
suming that Crossman was honest in his desire to 
win Cabinet approval for the report, his chances were 
hardly improved by a deliberate attempt to discredit 
American influence. If Truman was tricked by Bevin, 
it would seem good strategy in a political fight to 
welcome the support of Washington rather than un­
dermine it, especially since the most encouraging note 
in Bevin's discussion of Jewish immigration to Pales­
tine was the suggestion that Britain and the United 
States should together consider implementation of the 
report. 

But the Foreign Minister's statements at Bourne­
mouth demand examination on their merits. Is it true 
that the arrival of 100,000 Jewish D. P.'s would 
necessitate another division of British troops? To a 
recent visitor in Palestine the assertion sounds like 
convention oratory_ l do not know how many divi­
sions are already there or, indeed, whether the entire 
British and American armies combined could pre­
vent guerrilla attacks by armed and bitter citizens. 
The German army could not do it in France. But I 
know that Pale tine is an occupied country from end 
to end. Jews and Arab alike live under military rule 
while civilian officials shelter behind andbag and 
armed guard . In Barclay's Bank in Jeru alcm a 
Tommy armed with a machine-gun is prominently 
po ted on the balcony overlooking the main room. 
Pre s censorship i complete. No explanation need 
be gi en for u pen ion or prohibitions. The follow­
ing item, printed while I was in Jeru alem how 
ho it is done: 

Haifa, Saturday. The editor of the local after­
noon paper, Zohorayim, was informed that "the 
High Cammi sioner in Council, being of the 
opinion that matter appearing in said paper is 
likely to endanger the public peace," has ordered 
its suspension for a fortnight. 

Arrests are frequently made under similar emergency 
decree . 

Though I had read about the concentration of 
military and police forces in Palestine, I had no idea 
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until I went there how overpowering it had become. 
Convoys of British tanks and trucks move along the 
roads holding up civilian traffic. The public barracks, 
located at strategic points only a few miles apart, are 
really forts, concrete structures formidable in size and 
solidity, and everywhere one sees contingents of the 
Transjordan Frontier Force, Arab troops originally 
recruited for the purpose the name implies, policing 
towns and highways in Palestine; nothing could be 
better calculated to provoke Jewish resentment. 

But if Bevin really needs that extra division, one 
might remind him that he is pledged to the with­
drawal of the whole British naval and military estab­
lishment now stationed here in Egypt. The size of 
these forces is not public property, but the British­
owned Egyptian Gazette today gives S0,000 as "near 
the mark"-surely a conservative figure. When nego­
tiations with Egypt are happily ended, Bevin will have 
two or three extra divisions to send to Pale tine, 
which Britain obviously intends to make it chief 
stronghold in the Middle East. In the light of the e 
facts I think we need not take too seriously Bevin's 
military worries. 

The real question is the one asked at the begin­
ning: can the British government achieve order in 
Palestine by continuing to pile up force, while en­
couraging the Arabs to resist even the recommenda­
tions of its own Committee of Inquiry? If a peace­
ful Palestine is what Bevin wants, it is hard to ex­
plain t~e behavior, for example, of Glubb Pasha­
a man who seems to have been clipped, name and 
all, right out of Kipling. Glubb Pa ha i the British 
brigadier commanding the Arab Legion in Tran -
jordan and is besides Deputy In pector General of 
Police for Palestine. In a recent interview Glubb an­
nounced flatly that if the committee report is im­
plemented, "British will be at war with the Arab 
League." "I doubt," said the Pasha, "whether the 
British forces available are adequate to enforce the 
committee's recommendations. . . . Palestine would 
become the scene of murder, sabotage, severed com­
munications, and convoy attacks. In Arab countries 
outside of Palestine disturbances would take the 
form of pogroms, attacks on British subjects and 
premises, and sabotage of Anglo-American oil con­
cerns." Glubb Pasha concluded by calling for twelve 
to fifteen divi ions to handle the situation. 

This sort of "warning" is, of course, an open in­
vitation to Arab extremists to launch a holy war. As 
the Palestine Post put it, his statement was "an in-
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citement to mass pillage and murder . . . and to war 
against his own country." 

Glubb' s is only a .flamboyant example of a point 
of view which largely dominates the British ruling 
group in Palestine. Little as Arab leaders like British 
control, it is none the less heavily weighted on their 
side. Today this is more than ever true, since the bit­
ter events in Europe and the restrictions of the White 
Paper have combined to drive the Jews to acts of 
resistance which are entirely alien to their tradition. 
Terrorism is still regarded with profound disapproval 
by official Jewish opinion, but the effort to build and 
equip a strong defense force and to smuggle refugees 
through the immigration barriers is universaJJy ap­
plauded. A Zionist would no more oppose illegal im­
migration or Haganah than a patriotic Frenchman 
would have opposed the F. F. I. during the Nazi 
occupation. Terrorist acts will increase as long as 
the present state of suspense continue . And the tac­
tics used by jittery police officials and the military 
have the effect of creating sympathy for the terrorists 
-still only a handful-and weakening the autho!ity 
of responsible leaders. 

I could multiply the instances of bias again t Jew 
displayed by British official . One which came to a 
climax while I was in Jerusalem will serve a an 
illustration. On May 1 a government communique re­
ported that a kitbag packed with explosive had been 
found over the magazine of H. M. S. Chevron in 
Haifa harbor, with detonators fitted, and that "thir­
teen Palestinian naval ratings" had been arrested, 
explosives being found on several of them. The story 
was dre sed up with colorful details: one of the ar­
rested men was described as "a well-known terrori t" 
and the ship as having been engaged in intercepting 
illegal immigrants. In London the Daily Telegraph 
headed the story "Attempt to Blow up Destroyer" 
and converted the thirteen Palestinians into thirteen 
Jewish ratings. It appeared on the day the inquiry 
recommendations were publi hed. By the time I 
reached Palestine the accused had faced court-mar­
tial and one Jewish sailor had been found guilty of 
illegal possession of explosives. What was interesting 
was the collapse of the story put out by the Palestine 
Information Office. The detonators were not fitted; 
the position of the kitbag was found to ha e been 
accidental ; the "Palestinian ratings" were Cypriot, 
Arab, Armenian, and Jewish; the "several" with ex­
plosives became one; no attempt to blow up the war­
ship was found. The offender is in prison. But the 
P. I. 0. official who doctored t~e story is presumably 
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still carrying on as usual. Such tactics, applied day 
after day and in every relationship, insure the con­
tinuance of tension and bitternes in Palestine and 
make nonsense of Bevin's demand that the Jews and 
Arabs disarm. 

Will the Arabs Revolt? 
(In The Nation of July 13, 1946) 

THE FEROCITY of the British military attack 
on the Jewi h e tabli hments in Palestine can 
be explained only by panic or by a desire to 

prove that the ituation is too tense and unstable 
to permit the admission of 100,000 new immigrant . 
Perhaps both emotions are involved. 

When I was in Palestine last month, panic wa 
plainly observable in British reactions. Official alarm 
seemed out of proportion even then to the i olated 
acts of violence committed by Jewi h extremi t . And 
the authorities ere unwilling to acknowledge any 
distinction between terrori t acts, condemned by all 
but a small minority of Jew , and tho e other illegal 
operation , such as the muggliog of immigrant and 
the organization of def en e forces, which had the 
support and appro al of the whole Jewi h commu­
nity. The British in Pale tine behaved as if they went 
in deadly fear of the Jews; the provocative warnings 
of Glubb Pa ha mentioned in my la t article, al ­
though more hysterical in tone than the comment of 
ordinary official , were otherwi e typical. Their com­
posite attitude wa omething like thi : "We mu t at 
all co t put an end to Je, i h re istance and if pos­
sible prevent any new immigration; otherwi e e 
shall have war arising out of the ju tined re entment 
of the Arab majority." 

How reali tic are the e fear ? Would the admis­
sion of more Jew into Palestine actually touch off 
civil war or, even more terrifying, start a general 
Islamic revolt? uch que tion mu t be an wered be­
fore one pas es final judgment on Briti h behavior. 

From the day the Joint Inquiry omrnittee' report 
was i ued, Arab leader and the Arab pres have 
carried on a teady campaign of threat and prote t . 
They have promised everything from local act of 
terror to a Holy War. A collection of newspaper 
head I ines over the Ia t three months indicate that 
the city room of an Arab new paper has no le c;om 
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to learn from Mr. Hearst. One of the most imagina­
tive appeared above the story of Truman's first state­
ment on the Palestine report: "Hitler Has Been 
Found Alive-In The White House!" 

It is instructive, however, to contrast the fury 
of the press, and of leaders aiming their words at 
public opinion, with the reserve displayed in private 
conversation as well as in the decisions reached at 
the recent Arab conferences at Inchass and Bludan. 
In Jerusalem I talked to the two most influential Arab 
leaders tfien in the country. The first, A uni Bey Ab­
dul Hadi, is a man whose volcanic flood of oratory 
conceals genuine patriotic feeling. He is an old hand 
at the nationalist game, having attended the Paris 
Peace Conference in 1919 with Feisal and partici­
pated in various subsequent negotiations with the 
British. He knows the documents by heart and lays 
the pertinent passages before you. The mandate Auni 
Bey does not recognize; it was illegal, since the Arabs 
were promised independence. But even granting the 
validity of the mandate, its execution by the British 
has been in violation of the League Covenant. 
Whereas Iraq and later Transjordan had their own 
governments under Britain, and Syria and Lebanon 
theirs under France, Palestine has been ruled directly 
by the British like a crown colony. "This, of course, 
is because the Jews were colonized in our country for 
Britain's imperialist purposes and they had to be 
protected by British arms." 

But Britain is the old adversary, accepted and al­
most tolerated-like Satan in the Ouistian theology. 
The whole explosive fury of Auni Bey's invective 
was aimed at the United States. He shook his finger 
under my nose and asked what business the United 
States had coming into Palestine and running its af­
fairs, installing a plan that would "kill the Arabs?" 
"Kill?" I asked. "Will 100,000 additional Jews kiU 
the Arabs?" He did not stop to explain but from the 
general direction of his talk I gathered that more 
Jewish immigration would, in his opinion, squeeze 
the Arabs off their land, create a non-Arab life in 
Palestine, and end age-long established customs and 
relationships. "You can do this," he said. "With 
money, with the atom bomb, America can kill every 
Arab who protests because the promises have all 
been broken and the foreigners have been forced into 
this country. Is that what you wish?" I could not have 
offered a defense of the Committee's report or of 
America's role if I had tried, for Auni Bey's ques­
tions were strictly rhetorical. I only· asked, because this 

8 



was what I had hoped to hear from him, whether 
he and the other Arab leaders had agreed on a 
specific plan of action in case the Committee's report 
was accepted in London. I got no real reply but only 
deflected a little the direction of the flow. "What can 
we do? You can kiH us. We can die. What else? 
We are not prepared to wage war against Britain and 
the United States and the Jews. But in time, we 
will be vindicated. If it takes a thousand years,. jus­
tice will iinally be done." And then, a little abruptly 
he mentioned Russia. "We don't wish to call upon 
Stalin for help. But if necessary we can do so." 
"What about the United Nations?" I asked. "WiH 
the Arab League lay the Palestine issue before the 
Council or the Assembly?" To this question Auni 
Bey gave no answer. What was evident from hi con­
versation was the uncertainty that lay behind his 
genuine indignation. 

From one of the other leaders, a very different man, 
I got the same imp.re sion. Dr. Hussein Khalidi, for­
merly Mayor of Jerusalem, is a successful lawyer and 
a member of the Arab Higher Exccuti e. He is as 
quiet and smooth as Auni Bey is violent. He talks 
with you, meets objections, appears to weigh argu­
ments. He, too, leans heavily on documents, and uses 
them well. He showed me the verbatim testi~ony, 
nev,er published,, taken at the London Conference in 
1939 which cesu1ted in the White Paper. He was, 
there as one of the Palestine Arab delegates. At this 
meeting Malcolm MacDonald promised, without the 
slightest equivocation, in answer to detailed 9.uestions 
by himself and another delegate, that the Arabs 
would have permanent and final control over Jewish 
immigration after five years; during that period 
75,000 Jews would be admitted under the British 
plan. If the quota were not .filled during the alloted 
time, the remainder would not be admitted after the 
period ,ended. It was there, black on white, question 
and promise. On the record the Arabs have an un­
answerable case. ( And so, of course, have the Jews; 
and the issue therefore cannot be decided on the rec­
ord at aH, but must be dealt wi.th, as the Joint Com• 
mittee honestly attempted to do, on its political and 
human merits .) 

Khalidi, like Auni Bey, ha ing proved his point 
and expressed his profound dista te for American in­
terference, became vague as to Arab poJicy. He pre­
dicted trouble-but how much and what sort, he 
didn't say. Would the other Arab states help the 
Palestinian Arabs?, I asked. He wouldn't commit 
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himself on that either. Both leaders were restrained 
by their knowledge that the meeting at Inchass of 
the Arab kings and chiefs of state, then in progress, 
was debating this very problem, and by the more in­
timate fact that the Palestinian Arab parties had just 
split into two "higher" committees over the question 
of appealing to the United Nations. 

The decisions reached at Inchass were never fully 
disclosed, but when the Arab League met in ex­
traordinary session at Bludan on June 8 to consider 
the Palestine issue, the press announced that it was 
acting, not as an independent policy-making body, 
but under directives from the Arab rulers. In fact, the 
secretary-general of the Arab league, Abdul Rahman 
Azzaro, himself declared that the League had become 
the "executive agent" of the Arab chiefs of state. 
After a series of defiant and deafening speeches, the 
League went into do ed ses ion and at last emerged 
with a program which mu t have di appointed the 
pan-Arab fire-eaters. Talk of a Holy War had dis­
appeared altogether; so had the expected demand for 
Palestine independence. No mention was made of 
an appeal to the United ations for action against 
the Committee's report. The resolutions adopted 
mere!, called for the creation of a committee repre­
senting all the Arab states to "supervi e all questions 
concerning Palestine"; the setting up in Palestine 
of a new Arab Higher Executive to upercede or 
unite the two competing "higher" committees; the 
demobilization and disarming of all Jewish troops 
( no mention of Arab military organizations) ; and 
various proposal to end land ales to Je s and 
trengthen the boycott of Jewi h goods. 

Arab nationalism i a real force. o one who has 
been in Egypt and the Levant can deny it. It does 
not go as deep as its leaders .want you to think but 
it ha enough popular backing so that foreigners, and 
non-Moslems, foreign or native, face growing hos­
tility in Mo lem countries. The poor ma ses in the 
villages are probably almo t unaware of the issue; in 
the cities there is plenty of explo ive material for 
the politicians to u e. ationalist feeling backed up 
and i?ffamed by religious fanaticism is unquestionably 
growmg. 

Will it explode in Pale tine? Thi is the question 
raised in acute form by Briti h action there. To me the 
answer seems o ob ious that I find it hard to take 
eriously the feveri h warnings of Briti h officials 

and Arab propagandist . The caution displayed by 
the Arab leaders when they sit down to consider pol-
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icy is far more convincing. Unless all political signs 
fail, no general rising of Arabs would result from the 
application of the Committee's proposals. Doubtless 
there would be sporadic attacks and local disorders, 
though even these would, I am convinced, be reduced 
by the general respect in which the Jewish defense 
organization is held. But no Holy War, no invasion 
from neighboring countries, not even civil war in 
Palestine. 

Britain may be executing a slow retreat in the 
Middle East: its economic hold may be threatened by 
American competition, its ultimate political control 
by Russian penetration. But the Empire has enor­
mous staying power and up to the present time it has 
been able to manipulate the ambitions of Arab lead­
ers, and especially the divisions among them, to 
buttress its strategic positions. 

o Arab state or combination of states can start a 
war in Palestine without British connivance. The 
Arab leaders know this well; they may bark loudly, 
but they have very few teeth to bite with. Egypt will 
never endanger its present negotiations with Britain 
by seriously involving itself in Palestine. King Farouk 
has huge ambitions, encompas ing the whole Arab 
world. But hi pre ent need is to in a diplomatic 
triumph through the withdrawal, on favorable terms, 
of Briti h forces from Egypt. Farouk i playing a 
cagey game and doing everything politicaJly po ible 
to minimize-while using-the growing Xenophobia 
of opposition parties and fanatic organizations like 
the Mo lem Brotherhood. o Holy War will tart in 
Egypt in the early future. 

Transjordan' newly crowned king, Abdullah, i in 
Britain' pocket-not only becau e the whole inde­
pendence farce wa taged and run off by the Briti h ; 
not only because the treaty with Britain ecure that 
power's predominant intere t; but above all becau e 
Transjordan's army i officered by Briti her and is 
in fact an integral part of Britain' armed force in 
the fiddle East. To imagine an incur ion from Tran -
jordan into Palestine without Britain's con nt i a 
little difficult. In Iraq, Briti h control is only a Ji ttle 
less overt. Since the overthrow of Rashid Ali in 
1941, the Iraqi government and army have operated 
under strict British supervi ion. 

There remain Syria and Lebanon. 0 tensibly inde­
pendent since the French were evicted, these coun­
tries might possibly cause trouble across the border. 
Syria is now militantly pan-Arab and has taken the 
lead in boycotting Jewish goods from Palestine. 
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Lebanon, torn between Arab propaganda and the 
fears of the Christian population, is more inhibited. 
But both are deeply beholden to the British. The 
liquidation of French control was accomplished by 
a series of maneuver which have never been fully 
exposed. In the process, local politicians, bought and 
paid for, were established in power by their new 
overlords. The financial by-products of office are great 
in the Levant and it will be some time, I imagine, 
before these officials will think it discreet to kick 
over the traces. If they did, their ability to make 
trouble in Palestine would be severely restricted by 
the almost complete collapse of the Levantine armies 1 

since the French moved out. I 
Apart from direct British influence, however, there 

are all sorts of minor pre sures at work to prevent 
united Arab action in Palestine. The Arab states may 
adopt a common attitude on Jewish immigration, but 
they can never stage a general revolt as long as they 
continue to be split by cross-currents of interest and 
feeling. King Farouk's ambition to dominate an in­
clusive Arab union-even to revive the Caliphate-is 
in direct conflict with King Abdullah's ambition to 
rule over a Greater Syria comprising Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq, and Transjordan, a plan supposedly encouraged 
by the British. Both projects are opposed by Ibn Saud, 
absolute monarch of Arabia, who looks upon himself 
as the legitimate leader of the Moslem world and 
nourishes an ancient feud with the Hashimite family, 
to which Abdullah belongs. Even within the Greater 
Syria orbit, the interests of Abdullah clash with 
those of many Syrian politicians who benefit from 
their country's role as an "independent" republic 
with a eat in the United Nations. 

If an Arab revolt on a big scale is out of the ques-
tion, as I believe these facts indicate, how can one I 
explain the fears of British officials in Palestine and I 
the ugly events of the past week? The answer i to 
be found in the history of Arab blackmail and Brit-
ish appeasement. During the years before the out-
break: of war, Nazi agents in every Arab country 
spread the charge that the British intended to subject 
the Moslems to Jewish domination. Arab attacks on 
Jewish settlements in the late '30's were largely the 
product of this untiring propaganda, and by the end 
of 1938 the Colonial Office had pretty well convinced 
the government that the loyalty of Jewi h Palestine 
would be more than off et, in case of war, by the 
hostility of the Arab chieftains. Quite abruptly, and 
without regard for past commitments, the Briti h in-
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stituted a sweeping program of appeasement. For the 
.first time Arab notables were invited to join in dis­
cussions of the Pale tine problem. Then the whole 
policy based on the Balfour declaration and em­
bodied in the Mandate wa re ersed by the provi ions 
of the White Paper. Through these moves the Briti h 
hoped to counter Axis propaganda and insure the 
loyalty of the Arabs. 

The results of this maneuver are well remembered. 
With very few exceptions Arab leaders in Palestine 
and outside were either openly pro-Axis or unreliable 
and shifting in their allegiance. The behavior of the 

' Mufti-today again at large and ready to resume his 
I dominant role in the Middle East- wa only a dra­

matic expression of the general Arab attitude. 

I 

But the failure of appeasement during the war did 
not discourage the engineers of Britain's colonial 
policy. Victory wiped out the power of the Axis; 
it did not guarantee the security of the Empire. In 
the offing they see the looming threat of Soviet 
power pressing toward the warm-water forts and oil 
resources of the Middle East. A bloc o Arab tates 
linked to Britain by concession , favors, and a ell­
grounded fear of comrnuni m still seems to the con­
ventional colonial mind the best available bulwark 
again t Rus ia's penetration. 

Such hopes would be frustrated by the grow th of 
Jewish strength in Palestine. For the energy and pro­
gressive ocial program of the Jews menace, far more 
imminently than does Russia, the hierarchic feudalism 
of the Moslem world from which the Arab ruling 
class derives its wealth and power. To encourage the 
Jews would be to plant dynamite under that de­
cadent system. It would make further appeasement 
impossible. If the Arab leaders cannot stage a revolt, 
they can make plenty of trouble of other orts. They 
might even, a, a maneuver in power politics, carry 
out their thrfat and call upon Russia for help. The 
frightened colonial official sees the e possibilities 
crowding i11 on him, and his single impulse is to 
step on t~ Jews. Heaven knows he does not want 
social change any more than the Arabs ; he wants the 
old sy te11 and men on top with whom he can make 
satisfact0ry deals. If military force can do it, and if 
Mr. Bcvi.l continues to back him up, he will wipe out 
the Jtw ·sh defense forces while there is still time and 
stop tre smuggling ~f D. P.'s from Europe. An_d with 
his 1 t breath he will oppose the recommendatt0ns of 
th! Joint Committee of Inquiry. 
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Obligations • 
1n Palestine 

(In The Nation of July 27, 1946) 

A S DISCUSSIONS on the Palestine issue proceed 
in London behind sealed doors, it is impor­
tant for Americans to keep in mind a few basic 

facts. If we forget them we are likely to fall into a 
mood of exaggerated compunction which will help 
neither our own position nor those of the peoples 
more directly involved. 

The first of these facts is that the Mandate for 
Palestine, with its explicit obligations to the Jews, 
was accepted by Britain for obvious political reasons. 
If altruistic ends were served they were, let us admit 
without reproach, incidental or at least subsidiary. 
But the obligations were undertaken none the less and 
the adoption in 1939 of the policy described in the 
White Paper, whatever its immediate justification in 
terms of imperial trategy, in no way absolved Britain 
of a commitment which had been accepted by both 
the League of ations and the United States as one 
of the ba ic conditions of the Mandate. The White 
Paper merely violated the terms of the Mandate, as 
the league declared and as leading British statesmen, 
including the present Prime finister, Mr. Attlee, 
and his predeces or, Mc. Churchill, charged at the 
time. A mandate is not a pri ate enterpri e to be ad­
mini tered as a per or, might admini ter his country 
e tate; it is an international public tru t and its 
violation is every nation's business. 

The facts that financial -;upport for the Jewish 
ational Home has come lar2ely from the United 

States, and that our large Je 1sh population over­
whelmingly fa ors the Zioni t development admit­
tedly give this country no pecial political rights in 
Pale tine. They do, howe er, create a pecial interest 
which is legitimate a well as inevitable and which 
has alway been admitted by Britain. That the voting 
strength of Jew , e pecially in large centlrs like ew 
York and Chicago, ha influenced the att.tude of the 
Administration and of both major parties c.1nnot even 
be que tioned; I wonder in what democraf.c country 
this would not be the ca e. Jewi h infhence has 
served partly to off et contrary pre sure , ,uch as 
tho e of the great oil intere t , in determinir.g this 
nation's policy in Pale tine and the Middle E t gen­
erally. It is a political factor which mu t be gi,e;i its 
full weight in analyzing the balance of forc(S in 
America; but only an anti- emite would be tempt d 
to convert it into an accusation. 
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When the President proposed that Palestine admit 
100,000 displaced persons from Europe, he had no 
reason to think that his advice would be considered 
an intrusion into Britain's national affairs; nor indeed 
had he any right to assume that the labor Govern­
ment was intending to continue in Palestine a policy 
for which it had bitterly attacked the Tories. The 
Labor Party had been explicit in its campaign prom­
ises: it was committed to the abolition of the White 
Paper. like liberals in other countries, British Labor 
had taken the view that the Empire's interests would 
be served rather than injured by carrying out the 
purposes of the Mandate; and the plight of Europe's 
surviving Jews, and even the difficulty and expen e 
of providing a minimum of protection and food for 
those who had flocked into the D. P. camps in the 
British and American zones of occupation, counseled 
speedy action. Once in office, however, and con­
fronted with the intransigence of Colonial officials in 
Pale tine and the threats of Ar;\b agitators, the labor 
ministers drew back from the logic of their own ar­
guments. The Anglo-American Joint Committee of 
Inquiry was called into being to serve several pur­
poses at once:. first, to delay a final decision ; second, 
to commit the United States to the proposilion that 
if it wanted to give advice, it should also be prepared 
to accept responsibility; and third, to acquaint the 
United States at first hand with the thorny difficulties 
in the way of the mandate. 

How far the British Government hoped also to im­
plicate this country in the actual defense and ad­
mini tration of Palestine till remains a question. But 
from our point of view, participation in the Joint 
Inquiry committed us to nothing beyond the term 
of the inquiry it elf, and the unanimous report which 
resulted assumed the continuing re l onsibility of the 
British Government as the mandatory power. Only 
after the repart had been published, and after Mr. 
Truman had reiterated his hope that at least the rec­
ommendation to admit 100,000 refugees would be 
promptly carried out, was the idea that America 
should become permanently involved in Pale tine 
put forward in England. 

ever has this idea been folly explored. Its first 
official appearance was in Mr. Attlee's speech of 
May 1 in which he said that "His Maje ty's Govern­
ment wish to be satisfied that they will not be called 
upon to implement a policy that would involve them 
single-handed in such commitments, and . . . they 
wish to ascertain to what extent the government of 
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the United States will be prepared to share the re­
sultant military and financial responsibilities." It has 
cropped up since then in various forms, official and 
otherwise. And by repetition and gradual extension it 
is coming to imply that America has no business to 
press for action in Palestine unless it is prepared to 
back up such action with arms. 

This implication the United States should refuse to 
tolerate. Assuming for the purposes of discussion that 
Britain has a right to request American military help 
in carrying out its policy in Palestine- an assumption 
which would, I believe, be sharply challenged in the 
Security Council-we have an equal right to con­
sider such a proposal strictly on its merits. othing 
we have said or done about Palestine impose upon 
us an obligation to say yes. And if we decide to say 
no, we do not thereby forfeit our right-which is 
also a duty-to insist that Britain live up to the 
terms of the mandate under which it governs Pales­
tine. Nothing could be more unfortunate than to 
allow ourselves to be jockeyed into a position where 
we feel we must keep our mouths closed or di patch 
an armed force to Haifa. A "put up or shut up" at­
titude in London won't help soften Anglo-American 
tension. 

On the other hand, not as a quid pro quo but as a 
contribution to good relations and an early solution 
of the refugee problem, we should recognize Britain's 
anxieties and do what we can to mitigate them. First 
of all we should erase the impression that we intend 
to sit back with our heels on the table offering advice 
while Jews, Arabs, and British slug it out in Pales­
tine, and Russia watches from the side-lines. The 
United States has already offered to undertake the 
tran fer of the 100,000 D.P.'s, if they are admitted to 
Palestine, and provide funds for their settlement and 
rehabilitation. American Jewish agencies have prom­
i ed full support, and enormous sums of money have 
already been rai ed to enable the Jewish community 
in Palestine to absorb the refugees with as little in­
ternal dislocation as possible. But this is not enough. 
What the United States must do if it is to reassure 
even the most friendly and pro-Zionist Labor people 
in England, is to indicate a willingness to help solve 
the tangled problems of the Middle East of which 
Pale tine is only the most unyielding. British leaders 
know very well that powerful economic interests, 
notably oil and aviation, strongly opposed to the 
Committee report and the Pre ident' s attitude, are 
doing their best to undermine both. They know that 

16 



key men in the State Department and jn diplomatic 
posts in the Middle East are bitterly anti-Zioni t and 
can be counted upon to encourage Arab resistance 
to any change of policy. Leaders like Laski who are­
trying to induce their government to accept the re­
port would be immensely helped if they Could be­
lieve the United States would stand firm, after elec­
tion day as well as before, and would refuse to take 
advantage of Britain if the ending of Arab appease­
ment should result in penalties to British interests. 

Above all, our position would be strengthened in 
England and in Palestine if we were to agree to ac­
cept a fair proportion of those European Jews who 
wish to emigrate but do not insist on going to Pal­
estine. Small or large, the number is unimportant. 
What is needed is proof that our concern for the 
fate of a dispossessed people is generous enough to 
induce us to open our own doors. By an understanda­
ble paradox, it would be the mo t effective method we 
could use to pry open the doors of Palestine. 

The Battle of Palestine 
(In The Nation of August 3, 1946) 

THE partition plan for Palestine, as it was de­
scribed in the New York Times last Friday, is 
almost too bad to be believed. They story was 

not carried in any other paper and the full text of 
the plan has not been published as I write, so it is 
possible that the Times correspondent, who evidently 
benefited by a news leak in the Anglo-American Cabi­
net Committee, was misinformed as to the details. 
Indeed it seems almost incredible that the new com­
mittee, after weeks of labor, should have brought 
forth so vicious and provocative a mouse ; far better 
to have adjourned without any decision. For the plan 
outlined in the Times invites immediate rejection by 
Jews as well as Arabs and is guaranteed to inflame 
the anger of both. It would divide the country into 
Zionist, Arab, and Brifoh districts with a British• 
controlled central government holding .final and aH­
but-absolute power over the whole country. The Jew­
ish and Arab areas would, says the Times, "have con­
siderably less autonomy than was enjoyed by Britain's 
American colonies in the eighteenth century." The 
British would directly control defense, foreign rela­
tions, excise taxes, police, prisons, communications 
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customs, civil aviation, broadcasting, and antiquities 
for the whole country. They would run the Jewish 
port of Haifa. They would also, according to the 
summary, retain final authority over immigration, 
"but the provincial governments would have the 
right of appeal to the United Nations Trusteeship 
Council"-if and when. 

The provinces would have their own assem­
blies but the central government would appoint 
speakers without whose approval no bill could 
become law. The executive authority in the prov­
inces would be vested in councils of ministers 
appointed by the British High Commissioner. 
He would have emergency power to supersede a 
provincial government in whole or in part. 

The Jewish province under the plan would be a thin 
strip of territory zigzagging north and east and north 
again, from the coast below Jaffa to the Lebanese 
border. It would include about 1,500 square miles, 
a little more than half the area propo ed in the Peel 
partition plan in 1936. To put the final touch on 
this constitutional monstrosity, the report is said to 

rovide that the admis ion of 100,000 homeless Jews 
now in European camps, urged as an immediate step 
by the Committee of Inquiry, be made conditional on 
acceptance of the "federalization" cheme. 

One can only hope the full text, which may have 
appeared before this comment does, will dispel the 
fear arou ed by the preliminary report. For Palestine 
is in no tate to survive much more stupid and ill­
con idered treatment; politically, it condition i al­
ready de perate. Even in June when I Jeft there it 
was ea y to predict steadily increasing trouble. In 
my first article, commenting on the British Foreign 

finister's speech at Bournemouth, I wrote: "Reading 
this one realizes how little Bevin has learned from 
the [ Anglo-American J inquiry, indeed from the long 
record of British colonial policy: he ti 11 believes that 
order i a prerequisite to policy, an idea easily con­
Yerted into the theory that order i a substitute for 
policy. This mistake was re ponsible for the Black 
and Tan terror in Ireland, for the Amrit ar massacre, 
and for a dozen other bloody events easy to recall. 
If persi ted in, it will have the same ugly result in 
Pale tine." The progno i took no particular fore-
i ht, but events ha e borne it out more preci ely and 

rapidly than I could have gue ed then. 

First came the British raid on the Zioni t organi-

18 



zations and the arrest of leading officials of the Jew­
ish Agency, dearly announcing the intention of the 
government to create a situation which would rule 
out early application of the Inquiry re]_X)rt. Second, 
the bombing of the King David hotel. This stupid 
crime cannot be condoned on grounds of intolerable 
provocation, nor can the Irgun try to hide behind 
alleged "warnings" which are unprovable and have 
been flatly denied by the British. The bombing was 
calculated with nicety to hamstring the efforts of 
Zionist leaders, in Palestine and London, to crack 
the fatal circle of terror and reprisal. Just as the 
British drive on June 29 weakened the influence of 
the moderate leaders over their Jewish followers, so 
the Irgun bombing weakened their position vi -a-vis 
the British authorities. But it is impossible to doubt, 
none the less, that the first tragic error played an 
important part in bringing about the second. Pale -
tinian Jews, seeing their leaders in jail and their de­
fense organization threatened with suppression and 
the seizure of it wea]_X)ns, undoubtedly moved do er 
to the position that coun els of moderation had failed 
and violence was inevitable. Terrori m began to take 
on the dangerous and attractive guise of justified 
reprisal. 

Representatives of the Agency and other Jewi h 
leaders have expressed unqualified condemnation of 
the bomb outrage. Whether they will officially co­
operate in rounding up members of the terrorist or­
ganizations has not been decided as I write. But 
whatever they say or do, their efforts will be effec­
tive only in the degree to which their pre tige i re­
e tabli hed by action in London. They cannot be dis­
credited by continued failure and still be expected to 
win their followers to a new trust in the irtue of 
restraint. They cannot say: "Look, we have got no­
where; but will you please lay down your arm and 
leave everything to us and the Briti h ?" 

The late t White Paper was dearly intended to 
justify the British army's raid on the Jewish Agency 
and Haganah. The evidence it pre ents of acts of vio­
lence condoned and even supported by the Zionist 
officials and of .limited cooperation between the 
Agency and terrori t groups would indicate, if proved 
valid, that the undeclared war in Palestine has partly 
closed the ranks of the Jewish "resistance forces." 

The Jewish Agency has indignantly denied the au­
thenticity of the incriminating telegrams published 
in the White Paper, and no one has a right to accept 
them on their face value. The mood of British of-
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ficials as I encountered it in Palestine is one which 
would lead them to give ready credence to fabricated 
evidence of Zionist conspiracy. But, true or false, 
the document may well serve to justify British tough­
ness in the mind of the general public. Unfortunate­
ly, it will at the same time blur the issue, for the 
common or strap-hanging reader will not make nice 
distinctions between Jewish violence that might at 
least have had some military purpose, and violence 
that had no reason other than sheer terror. The 
broader effect of the White Paper will be to discredit, 
along with the "dissidents," men who have tried to 
carry on the fight with as little bloodshed and general 
destruction as possible. 

JEWISH LEADERS ARE MILITANT 

Britain's strategy of repression and delay has turned 
every Jewish leader into a militant; even those known 
as "moderates" unanimously and openly back illegal 
efforts to circumvent the immigration restrictions and 
resist military measures. But if the British intend to 
offer concessions in Palestine-in other words, if the 
new proposals from London turn out to be more 
generous and realistic than the Times' story indicates 
-it would seem reckless to toss into disrepute the 
Jewish leaders still capable of compromise. Such men 
are not expendable. Nothing but their prompt re­
habilitation will prevent power from slipping into 
the hands of the element whose anger and intransi­
gence they have attempted to control. If that happen , 
the struggle in Palestine can only become more and 
more bloody and embittered. 

For Jews are not Arabs, full of noisy threats but 
incapable of united, organized, sustained action. And 
the Jews of today are not the Jews of 1936 to 1939, 
so eager to prove their pacific and con tructive inten­
tions that they all but fell backward in their effort 
to avoid violence. Today the Jews tru t no one but 
them elves. They are organized and prepared. They 
believe that they are fighting, not just for their fami­
lies and their homeland as in the thirties, but for the 
survival of their people. The horror of the past six 
years is alive in every Jew in Palestine whether he 
suffered it in his own person or through the bodies 
and minds of his fellow Jews in Europe. His feeling 
is inflamed by every sign of easy indifference, in 
Britain or elsewhere, to the fate of the remnant of 
refugees in Europe. It is reinforced by each boatload 
of survivors that slips into Haifa harbor. 

The impact of Jewish Palestine strikes you in full 
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force the moment you cross the Lebanese border. 
Perhaps that is the best way to meet it, for with Leb­
anon as a background, Palestine takes on a special 
quality; the contrast is startling. In "free" Lebanon, 
the Christian community lives in a state of constant 
apprehension and constraint. In Briti h-ruled Pales­
tine, the Jews are obviously a "free" people. I had 
expected to find courage and determination, even 
confidence, for it is out of these ingredients that 
the miracle of Jewish Palestine has been compounded. 
But I was surprised to find the Jews "free" in the 
full moral meaning of the word. Where Christians 
in Lebanon discuss in unhappy undertones their 
chance of survival, reduced to the thinnest sliver by 
the ousting of the French, Jews in Palestine talk 
openly, without restraint, in not-too-well-modulated 
voices, about the whole state of affairs in their occu­
pied country. Their press is free as the wind, until it 
is censored or suspended; in Lebanon the press, with 
a few notable exceptions, is both timid and corrupt. 
The Lebanese Christians expect to be submerged in a 
Moslem flood if they are not rescued by some out ide 
agency. The Jews walk the earth of Palestine as if 
they belonged there, not like refugees or immigrants. 
This phenomenon of Jewish freedom in one of the 
world's least free lands gives the vi itor an impres­
sion of solidity and permanence which every other 
circumstance tries vainly to erase. 

I talked to political leaders in Palestine- several of 
them now in prison- and to men and women in a 
dozen or more collective farm and cooperati e . I 
saw refugees from extermination camp serving their 
apprenticeship in the colonie . I aw Jew at work 
in factories owned by Histadruth, the labor federation. 
I vi ited the ho pi tal and the Hebrew niversity on 
Mt. Scopu . I talked to the new paper men and 
women of Jerusalem. The um of the e varied con­
tact produced a surpri ing ly homogenou impre ion 
upon me. And ince th i article cannot deal in detail , 
I hall try to make a composite of the attitude I find 
recorded in my note . 

First, the assumption that the survivors of azi 
terror would eventually urely get to Palestine. ot 
a single Jew even suggested that the immigration 
could be stopped. Legally or illegally, under [rotec­
tion or as smuggled goods, the D.P.'s woul come 
and the other would-be refugees would follow, and 
all Palestine Jews would help them. 

A leader in Haifa asked me if no American ship­
owner could be found who would go into refugee-
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running on a big scale. He pointed out that we were 
not bound by Britain's restrictions, and marvelled 
that no American Jew had yet launched such an en­
terprise. 

Every Jew openly defended illegal action to assist 
the refugees in landing and prevent their deportation 
if that should again be attempted. 

Every institution, from the magnificent Hadassah 
hospital to individual homes in cooperative farms, 
was preparing to make room for the 100,000 or what­
ever number, smaller or greater, might arrive. ew 
quarters were being built in collectives; new land ac- r 
quired within the strangling limits of the White 
Paper restrictions. Plans for training and settling 
the future arrivals were rapidly talcing shape, to-
gether with realistic preparations to provide for the 
physical and psychological rehabilitation of people 
who have been seriously damaged by the horrors they 
have lived through. 

Second, the determination of Jewish Palestine to 
survive at whatever cost. I have said the Jews are 
now all militants. What this means in practice is that 
they are prepared to fight for the right to control 
their own institutions and decide their own destiny. 
I put it in these imprecise terms because Jews disa­
gree about the exact political basis on which their 
future should rest. Most of them, of course, want a 
democratic state with a Jewish majority within Pales­
tine's present boundaries. An earnest minority wants a 
bi-national state, equally balanced in population and 
political power between Jews and Arabs. Some Jews 
are quite prepared to accept a partition plan which 
would limit the Homeland to an area containing a 
Jewish majority or able to attain a majority when the 
100,000 have been added. The sugge tion of a demo­
cratic federated state embracing separate Jewish and 
Arab administrative areas would be regarded by many 
Jews as an unhappy but acceptable compromise. The 
proposal set forth in the Times would be rejected by 
both these groups. 

NO SURRENDER OF BASIC RIGHTS 

No Jew I talked to would agree that the commu­
nity should surrender its basic right of self-govern­
ment and self-defense. Training for defense is as 
nearly compulsory as social pressure can make it. 
Every young person gives a year's service to the com­
munity, and if he is needed for the defense forces, 
that is where he goes. No secret is made of the exist­
ence and activities of Haganah; the fact that it is out-
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lawed under British regulations merely induces a 
moderate discretion in talking about it. 

Jews are hlled with bitter contempt for the govern­
ment's condemnation of "illegal armed forces." For 
Haganah supplied the British army with thousands of 
able .fighters. The chairman of the Jewish Agency, 
Dr. Bernard Joseph, told me that the recruiting drive 
of the Zionist organizations was limited only by Brit­
ish reluctance to accept Jewi h soldiers in numbers so 
totally disproportionate to the handful of Arabs who 
served. Haganah was, of course, fully recognized dur­
ing the Arab raids in the late thirties. It was this 
force, then ill-equipped and paorly trained, that de­
fended the scattered settlements while British troops 
concentrated on the maintenance of general order 
and the protection of pipe lines. Today Haganah has 
come to be looked upon not only as a defense or­
ganization to be held in readiness for possible future 
trouble with the Arabs, but as an Army of Liberation 
upon which the Jews will depend if negotiations fail 
and the British try to maintain the status quo by 
force of arms. 

There are other things the Jews want. 
They are passionately eager to reclaim the land ; 

one of the reasons partition would be a hard con­
cession to make is that it would endanger if not end 
the hope of putting into effect the Jordan Valley plan 
and other large- cale projects designed to open great 
desert areas for farming. 

They want to raise the standard of living of the 
whole country and level up to their own the tandard 
of the Arabs. This is partly altruistic; /artly it is in 
order to make possible an economic an political sta­
bility which can only be reached if the Arab masses 
are somehow drawn into the twentfeth century. 

Some Jews, wiser than the majority, want to make 
common cause with other threatened minority groups 
in the Arab tates-particularly with their neighbors, 
the Christians of Lebanon. 

But the basic desires of the Jews I talked with are 
wrapped up in the fir t two attitudes I have described. 
Put together they were expressed briefly by one of 
the wisest Palestinian leaders. He said to me: "Under 
no circumstances will we give up. We will fight to 
open Palestine to all Jews who want to come. We 
will fight to maintain Jewish Palestine. We have no 
other choice. We cannot go on from here. This is 
the stopping place-the end of the road. We will 
tay here or die." 
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Palestine and Bevin 
BY FREDA KIRCHWEY 

Cairo, June 15 

I 
HA VE seen no report of the American reaction to 

the Palestine remarks m1de by Bevin at Bournemouth, 
but read here in the context of events in the Levant, 

in Egypt, and in Palestine itself, they seemed most omi­
nous. For a Foreign Minister to say that "the agitation 
in the Uruted Sta:tes ... for 100,000 Jews to be put into 
Palestine is because they do not want too many of them 
in New York" is to offer an unjust and untrue simplifi­
cation of a complex problem; it is hard to believe that 
Bevin would have ventured it if he were not casting 
about for an alibi to cover his own failure to meet the 
issue. Also when he says, "If you have to raise the Arabs ' 
life to the standard of the Jews, you cannot do it if you 
take away their bnd." he is distorting both the recom 
mendations of the Inquiry Committee and the intentions 
of the Jews. But more significant and disturbing was 
Bevin's assertion that " if we put 100,000 Jews in Pales­
tine tomorrow I would have to put another division of 
troops there," coupled witth the demand for the Jews and 
Arabs to lay down their arms. Reading this, one realizes 
how little Bevin has learned from the inquiry, ind ed 
from the long record of British colonial policy: he still 
believes that order is a prerequisite to policy, an idea 
easily converted into the theory that order is a ubstitute 
for policy. This nu take was responsible for the Black 
and Tan terror in Ireland, for the Amritsar massacre, and 
for a dozen other bloody events easy to recall. If persisted 
in, it will have the same ugly results in Palestine. 

For almost five weeks I have been watd1ing develop­
m<:nts and talking to informed people-Jews, Christians, 
Mo lems- in Palestine, Lebanon, and Egypt, and I am 
sure that if real trouble starts it will not be because 
100,000 Jews are brought to Palestine but because of the 
stalling and hedging of the British government, its pain­
ful reluctance to apply any clear-cut policy, and the be­
havior of many of its agents, military and civilian, who 
do everything but openly invite an Arab revolt. As days 
pass without a decision on Palestine, the Moslem wor ld 
becomes more and more convinced that blackmail pay· 
and that the Western powers can be frightened into 
sacrificing the Jews just as they have already abandoned 
the Christians in Lebanon. One country the Arabs are un­
easy about is the United States. They believe that if 100,-

000 Jews come to Palestine it will be because Truman in­
sists they come. They know that an uncompromising 
stand in Washington, backed by solid promises of mate­
rial help, would go far to offset tihe Arab threats and 
the warnings of Bevin's advisers out here. 

If our government takes such a tand, it will alter in 
a most salutary way the balance of forces in the eastern 
Mediterranean. But I wonder whether we can be counted 
on to do it. We are not accustomed to following an 
independent line, and we depend heavily on the British 
for the defense of our interests. Nor are we immune to 
l\rab propaganda. Today at Paync- Field, a huge airport 
outside of Cairo hich our govern ent has just sold to 

Egypt, I encountered several American oil men on their 
way home from Arabia. They agreed that Ibn Saud was 
an old fox and had scared Standard Oil to death by 
threatening to destroy installations in the oil fields and to 
end concessions if we did not quit supporting the Jews. 
··would he do it?" I asked. They didn't know but 
thought he figured he wouldn't have to; he counted 
on threats to turn the trick. "He could wreck the whole 
works in three hours," one of them s:iid. "But then of 
cour e he wouldn't get the money." Concessions are the 
lifeblood of Oriental ab olutism, and Ibn Saud is per­
haps more fox than fanatic. 

1 have been much disappointed by the recent words 
of another Britisher, R. H. S. Cro man, a good writer 
and a member of the Inquiry Committee who is sup­
posed to have been working hard- with indifferent suc­
cess, one must conclude- to convert Messrs. Attlee and 
Bevin to the report. In Palestine Crossman was generally 
regarde<l as the ablest member of the committee. This 
being the case, I wonder why he should have taken 
particular pains, in a talk the other day at the London 
School of Economics, to ridicule the American role in 
relation to Palestine. When he rejected the idea of Brit­
ish-American condominium- proposed by nobody so far 
as I know-by saying that "it is difficult enough to run 
the country under the Colonial Office, but it would be 
quite impossible under a Tammany regime," I could not 
help recalling somewhat cy_nically the massive rolls of 
barbed wire I saw festooning every British official build­
ing in Palestine, and the iron censorship, and tihe politi­
cal prisoners, also behind barbed wire. Against this back­
drop Tammany seemed by contrast quite like the benevo­
lent society it was originally supposed to be. But what I 
found more gratuitous and politically rather questionable 
was Crossman's remark, greeted with "laughter," that 
• 'poor Truman was neatly caught when he demanded the 
entry of 100,000 and was asked by Bevin to send Amer­
ican commissioners, " and his further ironic comment on 
the anxiety of Americans, including the American Jews, 
to deflect Jewish immigration toward Palestine. 

I do not intend to dispute tihese points; I want only 
to suggest that Bevin's speech indicates the political use 
to which such remarks are bound to be put. Assuming 
that Crossman was honest in his desire to win Cabinet 
approval for the report, his chances were hardly im­
proved by a deliberate attempt to discredit American in­
fluence. If Truman was tricked by Bevin, it would seem 
good strategy in a political fight to welcome the support 
of Washington rather tihan undermine it, especially since 
the most encouraging note in Bevin's discussion of Jew­
ish immigration to Palestine was the suggestion that 
Britain and the United States should together consider 
implementation of the report. 

But the Foreign Minister's statements at Bournemouth 
demand examination on their merits. Is it true that the 



arrival of 100,000 Jewish D. P.' would neces it1'-c an­
other di ision of Briti h troops? To a recent visitor in 
Palestine the assertion sounds like convention cr,1tory. 
I do not know how many divisions are already thcie or, 
indeed, whevher the entire British and American armies 
combined could prevent guerrilla attacks by armed and 
bitter citizens. The German army could not du it in 
France. But I know that Palestine is an occupied country 
from end to end. The Jews and Arabs alike live under 
military rule hile civilian officials take shelter be:-h in~I 
sandbags and armed guards. In Barclay's Bank in Jeru-
alem a Tommy arm~d with a machine-gun i-; pr0mi­

nently posted on the bakony overlooking the main room. 
Press censorship is com

1 
lcte. To explanation need be 

given for suspen ions or prohibition . The following 
item, printed while I , .. vas in Jerusalem, shows how it is 
d ne: 

Haifa, Saturdtt)'· The editor of the local afternoon 
paper, Zohorayi111, was informed that "the High Com­
missioner in Council, being of the opinion that matter 
appearing in said paper is likely to endanger the pub! ic 
peace," has ordered its suspension for a fortnight. 

Arrests are frequently made under sjmilar emergency 
decrees. 

Though I had read about the concentration of military 
and police forces in Palestine, I had no idea until I went 
there how overpow ring it had become. Convoys of 
British tanks and trucks move along the roads holding 
up civilian traffic. The public b:irracks, located at strategic 
points only a few miles apart, are re11ly f rt , oner tc 
structures formidable in size and solidity, and everywhere 
one sees contingents of the Transjordan Fronti r Force, 
Arab troops originally recruited for the purpose the name 
implies, policing towns and highways; nothing could be 
h::tter calculated to provoke Jewi h resentment. 

But if Bevin really needs that extra di i i n, one 
might remind him that he is pledged to the withdraw:il 
of the whole naval and military e tabli hment no\ ·ta­
tioned here in Egypt. The size of th se force i not 
l ublic property but the Briti h-owned Egyptian Gazette 
t tby give 50,000 a "near the mark"- urtly a c n-
5ervative figure. When neg tiations with Egypt , re hap• 
pi!y ended, Bevin will have two or three extra divi ions 
to c:n to Palestine, whid1 Brit:1in obviously intu1 l • t\J 

make its chief stronghold in the Middle Ea t. In th 
light of the e facts I think \ e need not t1ke too . c:riou·, ly 
l ._.-·:::-- 's n,ilit.1ry \·:err· 3. 

The real questi n i. the one asked at the beginning: 
··1n the British g vc ... ent . chicve order in P,lles inc 
}' continuing to pi! ~ u1 f r e, while encouraging the 
r.1bs to resi t ven the recommendation of it \ 1 

C mmittee of Inquiry? If a f eaceful Palestine i-; wha 
l c ·in \\J.nt , it is hard lo xi lain the behavior for ex­
.tmple, of Glubb Pash - a man , ho seems to hlvc.- cen 
·lil ped, name and all, right out of Kipling. Jubb Pa hl 

is the Briti h brig1 lier c ,mmanding the Ara Le ion in 
T1-.1. jord:tn and i beside Deputy Inspector General of 
Pnlice f r Pales! ine. In a recent interview Glubb an­
n need fl atly th1t if the committee r port i imple­
mented, " riti h will be :lt war \ ith l1he Arab L agm:." 
" I ou t," said the Pa ha, "" hether the Briti h force 
.1 •ai lable re adequate enforce the committe ' rec­
ommenJ· tions. . . . Palestine vould bee me the c ne 
of mur~ ·r. ,11 • ~c , r:- 1crc:d communications, and con-

o • ttlcl . r n A rah ·ount rits out id • of ·1lt:,tine dis-

~ 

turbances w uld take the f rm of po }rom , atta ks on 
Briti h subjects and premise and s:ibotage of Anglo­
American oil concerns." Glubb Pa ha conclud d by call­
mg for twelve to fifteen divi ion · to handle the situation. 

This sort of "warning" i , of cour ·e, an op n invita­
tion to Ar1b extrcmi t to launch a holy , ar. A the 
Palestine Post put it, hi t1tement wa "an inc item nt 
to mass pillage and murder ... and to war against his 
own country." 

Glubb's i only a flamb yant exam1 le f a p int of 
view which largely dominate the Bri t ish ruling group 
in P:de tine. Little as Arab leaders like Briti h c ntrol, 
it is none the less heavily weighted on rheir ide. Today 
this is more than ever true, since the bitter e ents in 
Europe and the re trictions of the \X'hitt: Paper have 
combined to drive the Jew to acts of resist. nee which 
are entirely alien to their tradition. 1 crrori m is till 
r •0 .udcd with profound di ' appr val by official Jewi h 
opinion, but the effort to build and quip a strong de­
fen ·e force and to muggle refugee through the immi­
gr1tion barriers is univer ally applauded. A Zionist 
would no more oppo e illegal immigration or Haganah 
than a patriotic Fr nchman v ould have ppo ed the 
F. F. I. during the azi occu1 ation. T rr ri t acts will 
increase as long as the present tate of su pen e continues. 
And the tactic used by jittery police offici1l and the 
military have the effect of creating ympatthy for the 
terrori t -still only a handful-and weakening the 
authority of r ponsible leaders. 

I could multiply tihe instances of bi. s again t Je,vs dis­
pl. ycd by Briti h fficials. One which ome to a climax 
while I wa in Jerus1km will rve a an illustr. tion. On 
lvfa 1 a g vcrnmcnt communique rep rt d that a kit­
bag packed ith explo ivcs had been found over the 
magazine of H. M. hc:vron in Haifa harbor, with 
detonators fitted, and that "thirteen Pale tinian naval 
rating " ha been arrested, explo ive being found on 
s ral of tihem. Th • st ry wa dre scd up with colorful 
d tail : ne of the arrc ·tcd men was described "a well­
known terrorist" nd the hip ,1 • having be n engaged in 
inter ting ill-.g 1 immigr.wt •. In Lone.Jon the Daily 
T elegraph he:id d the . tory "Attcm,1t t Blow up De-
tr yc r" 8'111 . nV"!ted . e tl irtc ·n P e~tini ;:in into 

th irteen Jcv:;.,11 r.1'i ,, s. t ~.ppc.:r..,u · ,:1 t .~ , y the in­
quiry rccommtndati ns were publi hed. By the time I 
relched PJ!e tine the arcu ed had f cc:d cour -martial and 

ne cwi.1 :1ilor h1 h ·nfo·~l [.i.:':,01i_'cs 1 l<'"· 
session of explo ive . \'vhat w. interc tina was the col­
lapse of the story put out by the Palestine n i:o ~:1. ;0:1 

Office. The detonator \: re not fitte ; the l osition of 
the kitbag was found t h:wc been accident:il; the "Pales­
tini1.n ratings" were ypriot Ar ... b, rmc 1bn and Jew­
ish ; t e "sev ral" vith explosive became on ; no 
att mpt to bl w up th ar•;1 iI was found. The offender 
i • in pri on. But the P. I. 0 . fficial wh doctored the 
story is presumably till carrying on a u ual. Such tactic , 
applied day after day and in every r Iation hip in ure 
the continuance of ten .; n , nd itkrn • i Pale tine and 
m kc n n ense f Bevin's cmand that the Jc vs and 
Arab di arm. 

[In her next e1rtide, b.1sed on ii1 1 f'l't'ie u·s u ith Arab 
and Jewish leader in P,tiesline, A,fiss Kirchwey will deal 
with the possibilitJ of .1 rc,b re z1olt and the viP '! ' r of Arab 
leaders, partimlarly their atti111de toward the ltled 
S'ltttes.] 
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Ul ill the Arabs Revolt? 
BY FREDA KIRCHWEY 

THE FEROCITY of the British military attack on 
the Jewish establishments in Palestine can be ex­
plain-: 1 only by panic or by a desire to prove that 

the situation i too tense and unstable to permit the ad­
mission of 100,000 new immigr1nts. P rhlps both emo­
tions are involved. 

\'Vhen I was in P:ilestine last month, panic was plainly 
observable in British reactions. Official alarm seemed out 
of proportion even then to the isolated acts of violence 
committed by Jewish extremists. And the auth rities 
were unwilling to acknowl dge any distinction b tween 
terrori t acts, cond mned by all but 1 small minority of 
Jtw , and those other ill gal 01 er tions such as the 
s.muggling of immigrants :.ind the organizati n of de­
fense f re s, which had the support nd approval of the 
,vh le J wi h c mmunity. The British in Pale tine be­
haved as if they ent in de:idly f e.ir of the Jews; the pro­
,·oc.1tive , arnings of Glubb Pasha m ntioned in my last 
article,··· :i.lthou oh more hy tericil in tone tlun the com­
n~ nt of ordin,try official , were therwi e typical. Their 
composite atti~u<lc ,, .1s somtth ing like thi~: ' ' \Y/e must at 
all costs put an end to Jewish rcsi t..1nce , nd if pos ible 
prevent ny new immigration; otherwi e we shall ha e 
war arising out of the justified resentment of th Arab 
majority." 

How realistic arc these f ars? ~ 1 ould the dmi sion of 
more Jews into Palestine actually touch off civil war or, 
even more terrifying, start a gencr ! Isl mic r v lt? Such 
questions must be n w red before one passes final judg­
ment on British b ha ior. 

From the day the Joint Inquiry Committ e's report 
wa i su d, Ar:ib I ader an<l th Arab press h • arried 
on .1 te1dy c:1mp:1ign f threJ.ts and· pr tC: t . They have 
promised everything from loc.tl act of terror to a Holy 
'\' r. A collection of n ws1 .1per he1 line v r the la t 
thre months indicates th:i.t the ity room of an Arab 
ne spap r h1s no l s ons to learn from Mr. Hearst. One 
of the most im1P.in.1 ti • 11 peu ,J .1bo tl1c: tor • f 
Truman 's first st:.it ment n the P. le tine r p ·t: "Hitler 
Has Been Found Aliv - In Th ~ hite House! " 

It is instructive, howev r, to contn t he fury of the 

* "Pale1tine and Bevin," J1111 e 22, 19 "6 

FREDA KIRCHJVEY h.1s just retttrned from a 
ti 10-months trip to Em ope and the Middle East. 
Her analysis of Arab strength, organization and in­
tentions is particularly timely in view of currt nt 
developments in PaleJtine and throughout the Alot­
lem world. 

pre s, and of le:iders aiming their words at public opin­
ion, with the reserve displayed in private conver ation as 
well as in the decisions reached at the rec nt Arab con­
f erenc s at Inch1s$ ind Bludin. In Jerus1lem I talked to 
the two most influential Arab leader then in the country . 
The first, Auni Bey Abdul Hadi, i a man ho e volcanic 
flood of oratory conceals genuine patriotic feeling. He is 
an old hand at the nationalist gam , ha ing attended the 
Paris Peace Conference in 1919 \! ith Fei .11 and partici­
pated in ariou , subsequent negotiations wilh the Briti h . 
He knows the Jocuments by h art ~rnd bys the pertinent 
rassJg s before rou. The mandate Auni Bey d es not rec-
·~niz ; it w:is illegal, since the Arab · were promised in­

~! p n !enc . But even gr:mling the alidity of the m'.ln­
dat , it ex ution hy the Briti h h1s b e:n in vi 1.iti n of 
the League ovcn:int. \'<fhere:i. I rJq and later Trans­
jonbn h1d th ir own governments under Britain and 
. rri.1 and I. 1:1~ n their under Fun e, Pale tine has 
been ··ule<J d"r ctly by the British like .1 crown col ny. 
''Thi"., of cour e, is be ausc the Jews v ere colonized in 
our country for llrit:iin ' imp frilist purpo • and they 
had to be pr tect d by British arm . " 

But Brit. in is the old advcr ry, accept c.l and almost 
tolt:r t J - Jike ,ata'l in the hri tian theology. The 
wLole exp lo i fury of A uni Bey's inv tiv was aimed 
at the United t1te . He shook his finger under my nose 
and ask d hat busine s the niteJ tate h1d coming 
into Pal tine and running its 1ffair , in tailing a plan 
th1t would "kill the Arab ?" " ill?" I a k d. ''Will 
100 000 dditio1ul Jew kill the Arab ?" He did not stop 
to c:xphin but fr m the gen ral direction of hi talk I 
g.1ther ·d that more Je\ ish immigntion would, in his 
opint n, quccz th Anbs off their land, create a non­
Arab life in P .ii tine, :ind nd Jgc-long esllblished cu -
t m :i.nJ r ·bti nship . " u can d thi ," he said. 
" ~ ith n-:01 cy, with the at m bumb, Am rica can kill 
e,· ry Ar.ib wh l r t sts bec.1us • the promi es have all 
b en br ken :rnd the foreigner· have b en forced int 
th is c untr/. J,; th.it \\lut you wi h?" I could not have 
offered ~ d ·frn"c f the ommittc • report or of Amer-
i .1· s role if I h <l tri d, for Auni Bey's questions were 
strictly rh t ri .. d. I only a ked, btcause thi, was what I 
h:id h ped tc) tt r from him, whether he and the other 
Arab lead r,; h . d agr cd on 1 pecific pl n of action in 
case the Committee's report was accepted in London. I 
got no re1l reply but only deflected a little the direction 
of the flow. "What can we do? You can kill us. We can 
die. What else? We are not prepared to wage war against 
Britain and the United States and the Jews. But in time, 
we will be vindiCJted. If it takes a thousand year , justice 



will fin1lly be done." And then, a little abruptly he 

mentioned Russi:i. "\V/ e don't wish to call upon Stalin for 

help. But if necessary we ca_i:i do so." "\,qhat about the 

United Nations?" I asked. "~ill the Arab League_ lay 

the Palestine issue before the Council or the Assembly?" 

To this question Auni Bey gave no answer. What was evi­

dent from his conversation wa the uncertainty that lay 

behin<l his genuine indignation. 

From one of the other leaders, a very different man, 

I got the same impression. Dr. Hussein Khalidi, for­

merly Mayor of Jerusalem, is a succes ful lawyer and a 

member of the Arab Higher Executive. He is a quiet 

and mooth as Auni Bey is violent. He talks with you, 

meets objections, appears to weigh arguments. He, too, 

lean heavily on document , and uses them well. He 

sho ed me the verbatim testimony, never published, 

t1ken at the London onference in 1939 which resulted 

in the \'\/hite Paper. He wa there as one of the Pale tine 

Arab d~legat s. At this meeting Malcolm MacDonald 

promised, without the lightest equivocation, in answer 

to det'.1.iled questions by him elf and another delegate, 

that the Arab would ha 'e permanent and final control 

ver Jewish immigr1tion after five ye1r ; during that 

p ri d 75,000 Jew \ ould be admitted under the British 

pbn. If the qu ta wer not filled during the alloted time, 

the r m.1indc:r would not be admitted after the period 

c:nded. It wa there, bb l· on white, qu ·sti n and prom­

ise. On the r c rd the Arab have . n un:rn wenble CJ e. 

( An<l so, of oursc, have the J w ; and th i ue therefore 

Jnnot b decided on the record at all, but mu t b dealt 

with, as the Joint Committee hone tly attempted to do, 

on its p litical and human m rits.) 

Khalidi like Auni Bey, having proved his point and 

expr ed hi profound distaste for Am rican interfer­

ence, bec:ime vague as to Arab policy. He predicted 

trouble-but hO\v much and \ hat ort, he didn't say. 

~, oulJ the other Arab tates help the Pal tinian Arabs?, 

I :1. ke<l. He wouldn't commit himself on that either. 

13,)th le.t<lcrs were restrained by their knowledge that the ... ~ 

meeting :it In h1 s of the Ar. b kings and chiefs of state, 

then in progrc s, w1s deb:tting this ry pr blem, and by 

the m re intimate fact that the Pale tini:in Arab par:ties 

li1<l just split into tv o "higher" committee over the 

c.1uestion of 1ppc1ling to the nited tions. 

The deci ion· re:ached al Incha s were never fully dis­

cl scd but when the Arab L ,1guc met in .·traordin1ry 

ssion at Bludan on June to consider the Palestine is-

ue, ·the pres 1nnounc d that it ~ as 1 ting, not a an in­

d ·""'end nt policy-making body, but under directive from 

the Ar;ib ruler". In fa t, the s rctary- eneril of the Ar.1b 

LeJgne, Abdul Rahman Azz.un, him ·elf d lare<l that 

the Lc1guc: h d become the " ·ccutive agent" of the 

Arab chiefs of tate. Aft r a erie of defiant and deafen­

ing pceche.;.,, the Lea 1e w nt int do ed e ion and 

at la t emerr,cd \ ith a program rhich mu t ha e di!>· 

a pointed the pan-Arab fir -eaters. Talk of a Holy War 

had disappeared altogether; so had th expected demand 

for Palestine ind pen~ence. No mention was ~e of an 

ap1 cal to the United ations for action against the Com­

mittee's report. The resolutions adopted merely called 

for • the creation of a committee representing all th~ 

Arab states to "supervise all questions concerning Pales­

tine"; the setting up in Palestine of a new Arab Higher 

Executive to supercede or unite the two competing 

"higher" committees; the demobilization and disarming 

of all Jewish troops ( no mention of Arab military or­

g1nization ) ; and various proposals to end land sales to 

Jews and trcngthr.n the boycott of Jewish goods. 

Arab nationalism is a real force. No one who has been 

in Egypt and the Levant can deny it. It does not go as 

d ep :i its leaders w1nt you to think but it has enough 

popular b1cking so tlllt foreigners, and non-Moslems, 

foreign or n1tivc, face growing hostility in Mo lem 

countries. The p or ma ses in the villages are probably 

almost unaware of the issue; in the cities there is plenty • 

of explosi e material for the politicians to use. National-

i t feeling backed up and inflamed by religious fanaticism 

is unquc- tion:1.blr growin . 

\X/ill it explode in Pale tine? This is the question 

ni ed in ;.1 ute f rm by Brifr,h action th re. To me the 

answer e ms so obvious that I find it hard to take seri­

ou ly th f evtri ·h ,varning of Briti h officials and Ar b 

propa.gJn Ii ·ts. Thc c.mti n displayed by the Arab le1der 

whc t 1c:y si d ·n to consider p !icy i • far more con­

vincing. l'nl s .di r litic:d ign fail, no g neral ri ing 

of Ar.tbs '" uld r-:·ult from the application of the Com­

mittee's pr }posal . D ubtl ss there would be sporadic 

att cks . nd Joell dis rd r , though ev n these would, I 

:im onvinced, ht reduct. l by the n ral respect in which 

the Jewi h defense org.rnization i held. But no Holy 

\'\/ar no inv.1 ion fr m n i hboring c untries, not even 

ivil .ir in Pa.le tine. 

Brit1in may be: cxc:cuting 1 slow retre1t in the fiddle 

Ea t: it· economic h Id m:ty be thre1t ned by American 

om1 ·titi ,1, its 11llim.1tc politi al contr I by Ru ian 

pcnttration. But the Empiri..: has en rmous staying po er 

and up to the I rt sent time it ha b en able to manipulate 

the : mbitions of An lc.1ders and spe ·ially the divi-

sion 1mong thcr:1, to buttr it tnt<.gic po itions. 

o J\r.1b ::,t.1t ,r combination of st.1t s :1.n start a wu 

in PJlc. tine withe u' L iti h connivance. The Arab lead- , 

ers Kn ,w this veil; they mJy bark lou :lly, but they have 

ry f w teeth to bite with. EgyJ twill n vcr endanger it 

I re ·ent nc_.,ot i.1tion:; with ri ain by s riousl involving 

itself in P.tlc:stinc. I ring Euouk ha hug ambitions, en­

camp. ssin the wh le Arab world. But his present need 

is t ·in .1. dipl nulic triumph throuflh the withdrawal, 

on fav r ble t rm ·, of Briti h fore s from Egypt. F1rouk 

i pbying a ca ey g.ime :md d ing v rything politically 

po 1bl to minimizc-whil using- the growing Xeno­

pho' ia of oppostion parties and fanatic organizations 

like the Moslem Brotherh od. No Holy War will start in 

Egypt in the early future. 



Transjordan's newly crowned king, Abdullah, is in 
Britain's pocket-not only bccau e the whole independ­
ence farce was taged and run ff by the Briti h; n t only 
because the treaty with Britain secur that power's pre­
dominant intere t; but above all because Tran jordan's 
army is officered by Briti h r and is in f Jct an integral 
p:trt of Britain' ~urned force in the Mi die Ea t. To 
imJgine an in ursi n from Tran jordan into Pale tine 
without Britain' consent is a little difficult. In Iraq, 
British control i only a little le o rt. inc the o er­
thro of Rashid Ali in 19· 1, the Iraqi g ernment and 
army have perated und r stri t Briti h up r ision. 

There remain yria and L -banon. O"ten ibly inde­
pendent since the Frcn h wer c icte<l, th e countries 
might possibly c:.1u trouble J r . the border . ..,yria i 
n w militantly pan-Ar:tb and h. tak n th lead in boy­
cotting Jewi h goods from Pal stinc. Leban n, t rn be­
twe n Arab prop1gand1 and the fears of the hristi1n 
population, is mor inhibited. But both Jre <lecply be­
holden to the British. The J iquidation f Fren h ntr I 
\: as ace mpli hcd by l seric of m, nc:m·er which h:i c 
never b en full xp ed. In the pr s , I al politicians, 
bought and p id for were C'-t.tbli hcd in p wc.r by their 
new v rl r I . The .finan ial br-pr f offi e are 
great in th Levant .ind it ,, ill be om time, I im1gin ·, 

efore th 5 official· will think it <liscr et t ki k over 
the tr.1 ·s. If they diJ, their ability to m,11· tr0uhl in 
P.1lestin would bt ,ever ·I rcc-tricted by the: .dm ·t m-

l ·tc c lbp ·-;: )f th L ·v.rn inc 1rmi 111 '-' he French 
m eJ ut. 

Ap rt from <lir t Orit:-.h in{lu r: , he.we., r tb<:rl' .ire 
all rt of min r pr<: ·urc: , t w )rk t r '\'Lnt unitt:J 
Arab ction in Palc.'>t;n •. Th Anb stat • nur . d pt l 

omm n atlitudr· on Jc\ i h immi ,ntion, but th y c.rn 
n v r ta c a gcncr .11 rev It .t. long .l'i they ntinu • t be 
plit by cro • orrcnt inter t :1nJ f elin . King 

F rouk' ambition t d mi,ute an indusi e Arib union 
- t en t rc:vivc the . .iii: Jut 
King Abdull.lh's mbiti n h rule ov ·r a r ·.ltcr yri.1 

mpn m yri,, Lebanon. I r.tq, an I Tr.rnsj rdan, a 
plln uppo cdly en >ur,1 l I by the Bnti h. Doth pr je t • 

.ue oppo ed by Jbn S.tud, .1hsolutc m0nar h nf Ar.1bia, 
wh l oks UJ n himself , the I gitim. t • leader of the 
1o km world anJ ouri hes 1n 1nci nt ftud with the 

H. ·himit famil ·, to whil h Abdullah bcl gc; Even 
within th r .llcr yri .. orbit, the intcre:st f Ab lull:ih 
1 sh \: ith th e f m.rny , ri11 politici.in wh encfit 

from th ir c untr; • role an "indc.pc:ndent" r public 
\ ith a eit in the :1itc-d . 1.1 io1.s. 

If an Arab re olt on .1 big "Clle is ut f the qu tion, 
as I beli vc th sc fact in<li .1t , how can ne explain the 
fears f Briti h fficial in Pal tine and the u ly event 

f the p st eek? The an wer i • to be found in the hi -
tory of Aub blackm:iil nd Briti h app ement. During 
the years before th outbreak of r, Nazi ag nts in every 
Arab country spread the charge that the Briti h intepded 

to subj ct the l\fosl ·ms to J wi h d mination. Arab at­
ta k on Jcwi h ttl ment in the late ·30· • were larg ly 
th pr du t f thi • untirin prop.1g.1nda, and by the end 
of 1938 th oloni.il ffi had pr tty well onvinced 
the g vernm nt that the loyalty of Jewi h Pale tine would 
be more tlun ff t, in l e f war, by th ho tility of 
the r,1b chi ·ftJin.. uite bruptly, nd without reg1rd 
for p t commitment ·, th Briti h in titut d a sw ping 
pro ram of ,11 pc1 cmcnt. F r th fir t time Arab notables 
w re in itcd t join in di u i n • f th Pale tine pr b­
km. Then the whole f olicy b1 cd n the Balf ur decbr.1-
t ion and emb <l icd in the M1n late w reversed by the 
pr vi i n of the ~· hite P.11 er. Thr ugh thc'e m e the 
Briti h hoped to counter Axi pr pagand:i and in ure the 
1 y:ilty f the Ar.lb ·. 

The re ults of thi n11n u r are well r1:m mb red. 
~ ith cry fc:w c:xception Ar.ib le.1<lcrs in P,1le-.tine nd 

ut ide wcr • either pc:nly pro-Axi • or unrdi.1ble and 
·hiftin r in thc:ir .tll ,i. n c:. 111e bclu ior f the Mufti-
t d.1y :1_g.1in .it l.lrgc: .tnJ ready t re: umc h1 • <l minant 
~ le in th' {iJJI E.1 ·t wa • only a <lranuti 

f the gc.:ner.tl Ar.1b .tllitude. 
But th · failure: f .1ppcasement during the w:tr did n t 

di-. our.tgc th • c:n, inc:c:r of Brit.iin' • colonial p lie'. i -
t r • wi ·d out th · po\\lr >f the Axic;,; it lid nc t gu.1ran­
t • the Sl urity of th Fmpirc. In the offing th y 'ice the 
loo111int ll r ·.tt of .'nvic.t powc.:r pre-;sing tm rJ the 
\ .1rm-w.tt r pun,· .111 I oil re.:. ur e • of the.: Middle: E.1st. 
A bl,> o r.1, t.tk~ link<. I to Brit.tin by once-; ion ·, 
f J\ ,r-., .tnd .1 ve il - rroun le I fr Jr of nmmuni m till 

' !>"ms to the, d!l\ c nl ill1 .ii < loni.11 mind the h • t avai!Jble 
b d,,.irk .ig.tin :t Ru-. i.1'-; I c.:netr.1ti n. 

ll h h r ,. \\ mdJ b fru ·trJteJ by the gr \ th of 
J ·wi h str1:1 gth in Palc:-.tine. For the e:nc.:rgy .rnd pr -
gre-;-;ivc.: ·o ·i.11 prngr.tm f the Jc:, • m ·nace, far more 
imminently tlun Joc:s Russi.1, the hierar hi fcudali m f 
the Mo lc:m w rl I from which the ArJb rulin cb s de­
r· e its we Ith. nJ pow ·r. T en our.1 e the Jc:w woulJ 
b • t plant J n.1mitc: un lc:r that Jc aJc:nt y tern. It 
\ uld m.ike further .1ppc.1 ·eme:nt impos ible. If the Ar.tb 
lc.1Jer cannot t;ioc re It, thc.y an make plenty of 
trouble f other ort . They mi ht e en, a maneuver 
m po, r politic , .irry ut their threat and c.1ll upon 
Ru si.1 for hc:Jp. The: fri htcn d l nial ffi ial ee 
th ··sc: I ibilitie crowdino in on him, and hi sing! tm· 
pul • i t ·tep n the Jc:\: . Hea en kno h d not 
\ ant i.tl c lunge any m re than the Ar.ib ; he w. nt 
the Id srstcm .1n<l mc:n on top \ ith wh m he .10 m ke 
.1tisfa tory d ·11s. If milit.1ry force: can do it, and if 1'1r. 

Bevin c ntinu • • to b.1 J.:: him up, he , ill , ipe ut th 
.T , i b dcf ense [ rcC' while ther i till tim nd st p 
the mug ling of D. P.'s from Euro1 e. And\: jth hi last 
br 1th he will opp the rec mmend.1ti ns of th Joint 

onunitte f Inquiry. 
[1\1iss Kh-chll'e)' 11ext article 011 the Ali Idle E(ISt u-il/ 

analyze the f ewish po 1tio11 in the slmggle over Pales­
tine.] 
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••:>,fA n • m••-" 1:;r..- nr h•arlftlt 
llf'(llP<'I flnn "tlr ••nl hy \'llrl• 
nu: JH'111nn11ltf1r,1 11n,t Jnu1n,.1ifltfl. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
1 h • od•nr• rnnln nrtl n th• 

f;,1 t' r, n pll #'8, 18 tlOI 1tnd Ill!: f nt 
ln1rndr'1 tn h,i " rnmplP1P u,,,. 
r11rnl nf II th• • rtlrnrr tn I h• 
J"") .. •••1r,n ot If I \1 l••• 8 1,Q\ 

"' runr 1 
Nor ,u,. th• 11rirr f r inet.11 nf'ri­

h• •In 1d•11•d 10 h, 110 mr111 • 

11 con,pl•I• lo•I nf •fl rh• inclrl•nt• 
11t \lol,nr• ntl h I i:;e htch 
h 1 • ktn pl c• 1n rortnl 
111111111,. 

Th, ( rt I•'""' In lhP r11 I., 
month• n( 104 rhrr• •ra• nrArly 
rl!•, ••r•r••• In• 1tten1, In oh Ing 
vlo1,.nr Rnrt u, tniJlnV r,uu•~ lo"" 
n( lirr ~1•t,r in! ti m•i::• In• '"' 

rr•• ~ i.nt hu h• n dor• 11, 
t ,di" A tn•t11II-.• l'\n~. ,,hr~ "'"" 

fl,J,, ~r \Ja I or PA,~, 
NE~• YORK-PE • ORI'> 
~ROOkLYN-MA ~-~200 
l';tr Ill" ~,.,.,,,,(t ,.,,,,,, ,,.,.,,."' 

nd \'ehre!ra hai. hr,n blown up 
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An c rpt from a Radio Addr y Don Lyon, 
on Station H , l' York, August 3, I 946 



T HI KI G of th ituati n in in a it 
tand at the mom nt, on i truck b , the un u 

applicability t it f m f th a m n , ritt n 
by B njamin Franklin h n h wa in n Y}and in 
the ar preceding th lutionar \ ar. 

ranklin had b Ii , d in p a c an I uni n " i h 
Britain. ot until lat r lid h hm h p l th 
achie ment of such a -itua i n \ 1 h n m ri a 
, a ablaz with ppo -ition t I amp and I 
nuc ct , Franklin rote. 

nd t there remain am n he p opl much 
t n ration and aff ctm , r Brit in that tf 

at d prud ntly with a kin I u ag an l t n r-
n f r h i r • il • , th mi ht • 
rn d age th out for or rabl 

ut I t e h, re a u uan it f 
d m that i n c o pr I u c u h a n-

duct and I lam nt the , ant of it. 
p akin of uni n b t 

ranklin aid: 
' If uch a union ~ er 

pr ba, I ub i t a lon 
nation. Thi p pl , ho 

n rit in an l en a, 

ta r hcd it ,, uld 
ritain h 11 ontinu a 

r, 1 to proud and t o 



much d pi th m rican to b ar the thought of 
a lmittin them to uch an quitabl participation in 
th v rnm nt a a whole. Every man in ngland 
• m to on idcr him lf a piec of a sovereign o er 

m ri a. n rr writer u th ir utmo t effort t 
per ua le u that thi , ar , ith the colonic (for a 
war it , ill b _.) i a national cau , n hen in fact it i 
a mini tcrial ne. 

The Briti h ha no id a that an p ple can act 
fr m an th r principl but that of int r t an 
h 1 l cli ,., e hat thr penc in a pound of tea i 
uffi it.:1 rcome all th , patnotism in mcrica. 

1 ht: cl· they do not e. That i , th 
• n ,ibl incon, ni nee ~· en th y ar pr nt, 
l u t do n t tak -1, , • ffi i n , c r re en t th em. ' 

In th n J ,. t para raph I am oing to ub titute the 
Y r l Pale ~tine for colonie • and Jc s for coloni t . 

Pal ii e i rapidl incr a in in , calth and 
1 uml er . In h la t , ar the J maintain d an 
, rm ( an I h r ranklin aid ref rrin t 
h ol ni t ) . untr abl t that i no con-
mp ibl all . In anoth r ar th J e, ma p r .. 

hap lo Yic a n u h ith e ual a . \Vh nev r 
a var ha p n th ir aid , ill b , i h d f r th ir 
fri ~n I 1if hi i th tim t : redrc 
' rnr lTl ran u take m nc ( 1ou can uh ti• 
ut h r th ord immigration) a a from u by 



fore . If ou v ould ha our fr c ift d i t fr m 

y ur ompul ive method and ackn \\ lcdg our 

right an ccure our future cmpl m nt of th m. 

Mi C later, ju t b for h R , 
Franklin l t all pati nc • 
and WT t hat h u c 

mpir fa , B I ar 
omc f the rul 1. 

l ou ar > t con id r that cat mpir , like a 
gr at ak i rn • • • h d a h . 

th t th ol r ; I I a thci 
n c. upp e • are a in l'in d l r vol 

an I treat he11 ace rdmgl '· like h 
hu ban I l u e hi , if i au u p1 1 n 
'OU ma m tmc con _rt - ur • ion in r ~ali i • . 

Ch inf ri r an I p • • • m ·n for o -
rn r an I ju e r i l I n i • < f h • i r 
on titu • al I u . , hah a 

lorn fr m eiz pr ·ithou 
on , rt th b h ne t o f u 

a int< pimpin ti le-, ait r and ffi r • 
f th LL t >J 1 . I t th h c f o • n I 

, ar in d fen f h ir 
o pr on 1 _ I Jct th ~ o 

b at e r a ,, harh r rt r, r 



throughout the coast of your colonies; stop and de­
tain c ery coaster, every woodboat, every fish rman; 
tumble th ir cargoes in ide out and upside down and 
let the , hole be seized and confiscated. 

h n I t the e boat er ws land upon every farm 
in their , a \ rob orchard , steal the pig and cattl 
and poultry and insult the inhabitants. 

'If the injured and exa p rated farmers, unable 
t procure other ju tice, hould attack the aggressors, 
drub th m call thi high trea on and rebellion, order 
fl t and armie into their country and threaten t 
arr 1 all ffender 3 ooo miles to be hanged, dra, n 

anJ qt artcr cl. h, thi will 1 ork admirably. 
n l armies into their country under the pr -

t r of protecting our inha itants, but in.stead of 
nin the fort ith troop to pre nt incur-

ton d moli h these forts and order the troops into 
h I art f the countr • that the sa age may be 

cncoura r 1 to attack the frontiers and that the 
tr n a b pr t ct l b the inhabitant . 

~a t1 , i,n t th cneral of your army in the 
with r at and unconte ted pm rs an 

r hir 1 from control of ev n your own civil o, -
rn r . L t him ha e troop enough und r hi com­

m n I and "ho kno , he ma take it into hi h ad 
·t u r him lf. If he hould, and you ha e 

ar full prac ic d the e fe, xc 11 nt rules of mine, 



take my word for it, all the pro inc , ill imm <li­
atel join him and ou , ill that day, if ou have not 
don it ooner, g t rid of th tr ubl f , rnm" 
them forever." Q. E. D. 

P RH n mor lamnin m Ii tm n f th 
Briti h colonial t m an b un I han in h a -
n ith ;vhich the e quotati n fr t th n m T_ 
of B njamin ranklin fit th pr n I u n m 
Pal tin . 

It i a damnin • indi men au it h 
in th la t I 7 ear, th Briti .. l I nia 
( or a man at pol r in the a o 1

_ l .. in 
n t in an , a impro d th ir t hniqu f o rn­
ing minorit p opl . hen uch a tar ling imilar-
it t n the m a ur u d a ain .. th • 
c l ni t an . h u d a ain h J 
i di do d from mer ly h kin ha 
a bit, it annot be call oin I I ntal. n he n 
trary, it i e idence of a traditional Briti h p li y 
that ha not b n chang d, and that r fu 
reco niz the de ir for m and horn - untr· 

hich i t in h h art of prac i a 1 e r n an 
of ry r ligion or rac . 

I can t an n t tr t n mn h ri ti h 
Franklin ha done that for me ry 11. But I 



would like to point out that if ever hi tory gav an 
nation a le on to take t heart, the Am rican R vo­
lution provid d Britain :vith a le on that can be 
appli d to al stine. 

To ay a the Briti h did today, that Amcri an 
ar r ~ pon iblc for the pr nt influx of immi~. rati n 
into Pal tine because money from this c untr , ha 
upport d the und rground raih, a in urop , 1 

only to admit that Briti h polic mak mon 
ar for obtaining on fr edom fr m d ath 

and di a . hat m rican hould b BL 
f r upp rting immigration into Pale tin i • 
rath r the hould be prai I d. reedom, m n 
i hi h-pric d . . wh n a m n i fi htin fr -

m, the onl l a OU ' m t him i t 
that thin for which he i illing to di . 





A Selection ol Articles and Editorials in America's Press 
ol August 1946 



Inside Story. • • 

1,y HAROLD L. ICKES 

The road to Hell may be paved with good intentions, but this 
cannot be said of the road to Pale tine. 

If there ever wa any doubt that Jews who want to go to Palestine 
should be allowed to go, that doubt was re olved by the bloody 
pogrom recently in Kielce, Poland-a pogrom that has been fo}. 
lowed by more murder of he]pleH men, women and children. 

And while Jew are being made a lood• acrifice to ignorance 
and super titioo in Poland, the United tale of America, and its 
only slightly le powerful par iceps erimini , Gr at Britain are 
allowing more lami h to gather upon th faith that we have pl dged 
to the Jews. In lead ,o[ redeeming the promi e of the Balfour De • 
laration that Pale tine hould become a" ational Jewi b Home,' 
the British are encouraging the King of Saudi Arabia in hi re• 
sistance to further Jewish immigration. And so, it 1eem1, is the 
United States. 

What's The Game? 
I have before me the Saudi Arabian budget for 1945. It opens 

with the exhortation "In the name of Allah, the M~rciful, the 
Compassionate," which of course means n ither mercy nor com• 
pas ion for the Jews. This budget hows the e interesting items 
under the heading, -''Subsidie received during the year": 

Remainder of minted riyal * received from America under 
1943 agreement 9,000,000 riyals (or about $2,700 000). 

V aloe of 200,000 aovereigns received from Briti h Covem• 
ment 8,000,000 (or about 12,400,000). 

Value of £450,000 received from the Briti h Government 
5.f)72,727 (or about SI 800-000). 



Value of £9 .... 013 r ived from th Briti h Go ·crnment for 
the a oon, of th a 1di L ation 1. .. 21 267 (or about -100.000). 

Re eiv d fr m the. m ri an ov rnm nt out of th 10 000 0 0 
rial (191-la rem nt 1-.0 0. 0 ( rabout 1 ... 00000). 

Total 28.193.991- ri ·al or about 8.500.000 • 
*Th v Ju f the ri. al i roughl _ 3 ct>nl in U. . cur, nc . 

In oth r w r I th Am rican ov rnrn nt ha h n uh idiz­

ing a for ign p tentat who. announc d purpo e it i to d feat 

the polic • that w hav announred with re pcct to Pal tine. 

Lifting The Curtain of Secrecy 
Im t a ) ar a 0 0 thr . c rrtary f the lntrrior wa a~krcl 

to j in in • r omm ndati< n that th n ·• rr. appropri t 

... ::W.O .0 0 t .. I rnr· to KrnM Ilm • u1L Hr rcfu-. ,L • w it 

PI ar th t. "ith ul t11c n nt. r cv nth knowl lrrr. of th 

rn n an I h I rn rontributin" to Kinrr lbn and 

thr u 00h .. om on • • . u ha th -: -p rt-Import Bank, 

Lend-L . r th 
Hown·er. th m nt form. ucli 

. rahia i. now appl_ in • -- -= --~ -• -- -c- .- • 0 from th 

E ·1 n-lmp rt Ran . 1 u· n • ·on 

with thi n ~oti tion. In thi . . in oth r i1 

tat rm t } al I lo 01 nt hrhind ;in in 
Thi ··J an •• i to I l,y 1hr ro. ·al • 

m timr in thr futu cli Aral ia 111111 • 

to th Arabian-Am ri ompan_-. whic • 

part ~ ndard ii rni , nd tlif' T 
ii r ha lr . ti_· aclvan d r _· lti o 

to tl "" an<l it i fair to pr 

h mad . 

Shameful Treatment of 
President Truman's Recommendations 

wn. 

n 
in qu l 
n. Thi 

,000.00 

In th mr, ntimr. the 10 .0 horn l J w who hav b n 

countin upon Pr icl nt Truman· UJ p rt f th ir ·i h to emi-

rat t Pair tin an·" oncl rin 1
" with r ·ill 1 

abl to e t I Ii h thrm In th r in ti rap ti that 

oth r j,,n rant an I hi od-thir t ... • n . infli t J n th m. 

In th m antimr.. al . th Am ra an r I re ntati\' on th 

rall d An 1~lo-1 m nran ., hinrl mmitt no • in L nd n mad 



a mock f Pr --ident ruman • r commrrnl. ti n f a ·ear a•' , 
after th ~ h ckin~ Harri. on rrp rt. that I h re h adm itt cl to Pal • 
tine immcdiat ly the l 00.00 h mel .. • ur p n J w about wh m 
w talk o mu hand do o lit ti . 

The Pre id nt a,rain mad thi Ur[.! nt re mmrndation two 
month afl'o. \·hrn th .-\no-I .\m<-riran ommittce f Inquiry. ftcr 
four arduou m< nth · of 11,,rl .nd fir t-h ncl in ·c ti 1, lion. r. 

portrtl unanimom,ly that th l 00.0) mu l he allm ·eel to ~o lo 

Pal . tin imm liat I~. Tlwy rr 1'ard .. ,I thi n cmrrgenr lif • 

a,·in~ m a ur . 
ha- happ n .I ,o often in th pa t. in fc r j,,n affair 1 mrrira 

ha. rnt h r uit t a pattf'm impo r.d h_· thr Bri i ·h. I rr"ret thi 
b th a an American ml a nc who ha a d rp . n c o( r . pc,·t 
anti likin f r th· Briti:-h. ( from Tl,r Etn,i11 ·,or, Jra hin ton, D. ·.; 

Pre.cuted AS A PUB~IC SERV CE by 

INTERNATIO AL LATEX CORPORATIO 
PLAYTEX PARK * DOVER, DELAWARE 

P.HO Drt.Rfl £1'1!. I ... Bt'l' f.,'. , ,fl J,"','Cj 60.\'DS 

Man to Man 

By Haro d L. lckes===1 

il • O\ ·n thinhng on i1 t ·rna i n· l 

wn f . Too oft n in h ' pc. h· 

c ! o\ lv .... to b > put in 1Pa ing s ring: by 10 Downin 
\h. ) , I>! cs cl \\ i h h mb rlain. Ve g •nufl ·t l \'ith th 
in h • dir ·t ion of both IIitl r , n Ju ·, lini until ur kn· , \'Ould 

b nct n fu her. \ ,,. f 11 th 13 iti ·h lin ,vi ht 

and th 

The> 
m nth:' 

rg •n in • nd now WP .ar bl • !"in , aith a to I al•: in'. 

11gl -Am •ri • n is ·i >n f Inquir~ th . p' 1 four 
tuclying h Pall tin 1u ·tion mad unanimou: r • • m-



m ndatiun t b th London and Wa .. hington that 100,000 horn less 
European J w b admitt d to Pal tine imm diat l •. La t Ma •. 
i llowing th r port of th·s commi ion, Pre idenl Truman an· 
nounc d that lhi.s ought to b<' don . 

But thi d .d not suit h~ Briti h. And then, in true Wa ·hing­
ton fa hion, v. agr d to the appointment of \.\'hat we euphoni­

ly call r a •• abinet ommitt ," compo ed of th Secretaries 
tate, Tr a ury and \ ar, who ol purpos wa uppo dly 

tc impl ment the recommcnda ions of the Anglo-American Com­
mitt e of Inquiry. Thr e m n w re appoint d as alternat for the 
C binet m mb r - the M . rs. Henry F. Grady for th Secretar 
of t ll'. H rbert E. Ga ton for th cret ry of th Trea ·ury, and 
Goldth,, ait H. Dorr for the Seer tary of }Var. 

The~e men at down in London with their Briti h oppo ite and 
apparently wer conv rt d to the Briti h point of vi w. It would 
se m that the British are not going to make good on this humane 
re ommer.dation with re pect to the 100,000 ,Jew . The thre<> diplo­
m tic whit mice that , nt to Lond n under uch a high oun · 
ing tit) will re urn home leaving their tails behind th m. 

Th Briti h appear to have t\\o definite objective with r pcct 
to th land th t had been promi d a a nati.onal Jewi h horn lanJ. 
It L und r to d that th British . ,trongly desire to for ify Pales• 
tin<' and mak it their miHtary base on th outh rn shor of the 
M diterrancan in the M·iddl East. Th s cond apparent objective 
of the Briti h i to divide Pal stine into thr s,eparat ar a - a 

m ll ar of. 1,500 square mile for t h J ws, a larger trip for 
th Ar b and till anoth r for the British themseh·e . 

In -- tead of ov reignty for ith r th Jew or the Arah , accord­
ing to di lJ tch s from London, political pow r \.\'0Uld b granted 
no gr at r in ext nt than those po s d by a county m the Unit d 

late ·. All of the r al powers , ·ould be held by the Briti h. 

Bot the Arab and the ,Jew~ will re i t o th utmost any 
propo Pd olution '"·hich ol e nothing. In t d of in i ting vigor­
ou ly upon th carrying out of th r omm nd tion of the Anglo­
Am rice n ommis ion Pr id nt Truma1 ' " abinet Commi tee" 
apparently surrendered the pol" cy that had L en laid dO\\lfl and sup ­
ported by th Pre ident him elf. 

Pr id nt Truman is to b comm nded on lo ing no tim in 
r calling th ::i thre m n- I hop for the double purpose of re• 



pudiating th ir ·tr ordinary cti n nd { 

Pr· ·idcnti l poli y one n o 
hin :; If. • mthink h 
t o po tp • •• t 
for a 
gov rnm 

Thf' 
own diff d 
if the U ad 
able- t 
th n i 
rc-· ct a a 
o f territo1 _ t t 
a nc and r • 

th · t 

id n t 

·illmg 
w. ( 

Th J0,c ul l r r if ;r ; 
B ritain and th t uld brin n a titud 
o f ~, mpath tic a \.\'illin of giving 
o rd 'rs nd dictating m th out. i I l\: • I 
p l to hc-lJ th •m 

tCop r i ht . l ~ . • w Yor P ct, 

Welles A sail~ Partitio11 Pla11s 
In Palestine, Bids U. N. Step In 
Denounce Briti h Po lie in Holy Land a Unilateral 

and Call on . to Take Lead in A embly 
for Equitable Tru teeship Arrangement 

By Sumner W elles 
Form r Undr.r Secretary of State 

The proposa of the Anglo-American Cabinet Comm1ti e for thP. 
parll 10n of P al ine, ini ia ~d by he B ri 1 h Cabme should b . 
summarily reJect d. I t deser es d nuncia 10n b public pinion 

throu hout foe world. 
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10n 1 economic fed ·a 10n 
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!orP.\ pre cnu rP.at numl r.rs of 
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"IV uh Peel r.o 
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r,f the proposal 
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rl.011 
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n pro­
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-operat1on.' 1 
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1 
In 
ot 

date 
agu 

ha~ 
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. tion~ 
'lrr. .. har-
pro•:id or the .. ransfer of 

a 11 ma d l"l' 1tori . 
RUthor·t • of the Tru 
Council by means 1· indi •riciua1 
tn h , •• emrnt, 

hip Cmmcil has 
o b 1 -

tJO r _ 
h gnvr 1 -
• ruste e-

that he nit • 
·onm , Ore t ,a 

no moral or 1 ight to 
e h r unil~ t,era ions m 



Pal !.,tinP., particularly when tho e 
dei-c1s10ns w·11 rr.:mlt in a ·com­
)lished facts destmf'd to h;1xe di. -
n=-trous ·onsequen es fol' the com­
munity of nation~. 

1'nle. s the ollil inn fm nd for 
thP. Pales ine p ·oblem ar ·ies ut 
rhe pJ dgf's con ained ln the Ba -
our D claration a, mdorsed b 

repeated joint rPsolution:; <lf th 
Amencan Con res . a l t,mg 
peace c~nnot be PstabhshPrl m thP 

eat· East. The question of 
Pale ine 1. one ·h1rh a ff ert, 
E'\'er:v membel' of the Un ~d a -
ton~. 

Tf'rrotL t ontlcmned 
YPt l hP. p.overnmr Ii of 

United S ates durmg- 1 hr la~t 
twehe months has acqu·~scfrl. rn 
the R ~sertion by th Bnti ~h ov• 
(\rnment of its alleged no-ht o 
take such a tion 1n Palestine a-­
it, saw fit. Th ·s gov mment has 
at no ime in is ed that the prob­
lem of Pal tine was one whir!. 
onl ' the ni d Na lions coul 
legitimate y sol\ e. It has ~ ·t d 
~s 1' Gr--a t Bntam and the , ·nite" 
S a rs ,vere alone rrmre ·.ned, a.n 
as lf the nited StaLr~ Wt:'l'f! ~­

v ry JUrno • pa ·tncr m the ter­
pri. e. 

o co idemnation can be oo 
:·p\·erc f r the ot ra er - com mi ed 
by 1e I •0 n and r• ern t ITO ·i~ts. 

But the pollc es earned out b:v 
the British authorities ·n Pales m 
oflet on •incing • denc hat h 
Bntl~h mandate ov r Pal s m 
should immed1at }y be lermma d 
by he A~sembly of , he nit d a­
tions. The BriU h gor rnm n 
la d monsLratect tha it an o 
long r be onnd r ri n imparlw.l 
rustee for the nhabltants o 

Palest 1 e . 

The m1lit ary ord • iss d h. • 
Gen ral Bar· ·, by , • 11, 1 he held 
a 1 of th J wi h peop ·e porm­
bl for th rec n ac s of tcrror­
i m nd dir c d his roops ··to 

contempt·· tile 
b n bv 

•• utcnan an~ ,,. 
r or UCLI\' -

1 11c P c qucslion . 
h w1l l on 

the pnncip of t ot ;. 
oms, if 1 is u kc1 
r ch a usp as U ? 

r. ~·. 1\lu t Withdraw 
. R . H . S. man, a Bi 1 -

e:mber of ng-lo-Amen-
Pales ine Com on, ta rd 
ss elP w 1e re n -

. ai We ay our-
·es tin m · a , mto 
A - 1 ctr-as-

co , • hr. 
1 la ·h1ch prn-

1 he formation of t e I ·isl 
Sta le." 

The 1 S -
nnv f • p • 1 

• t 1e • 10 • 

oncer le 
eman h - E 
- s 

e 
a 

alest1 th 
United Stales sh · -
curing an qui ta g 
soluuon for the -
lem b.' the st 

If h B1 -
s in ma .. 

0 
d 
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Communication 
Holes In The Palestine Plan 

IT H been propo ed that 
Pale tine be partitioned into 
Arab and Jewi h states as a per­
man nt solution to what is called 
the Palestine problem but is, as 
" hall ee, a gr at world politi­
cal, ocial and conomic problem. 
The ne.·t war can well b gin in 
Pal· tin . tra gic cro road of 
t H mi phere and 
iron i r b ween capitali m and 
communi m. The tak in hu­
man t rm ar , th r fore, enor­
m us. If olution there is to be, 
it mu ~ be on olid foundations. 

Th n '' lution'' to the 
Pal stipc probl m propo d by 
th o-c 11 d nglo- m rican 

net o iolate ir-

ov r th 

d m ral com­
e Briti hand 

o • rnment in more 
rati n o! haggling 

I i , l in, me1ely an ex-
t n ion o 1939 •n1it Pap r 
p licy ,·hich ·a r • 
u l wful b the ·I 
m· ion of th 
i n . I am unt o a r pudia­

tior of the mandate 1t elf and of 
• P e 

nco t 
on -

C -
n adopte -
and expre ed by 
era tic and Repu b­
in h ir national 

44. 

THE BRITISH plan is a fraud. 
It tries to make things appear 
different from what they are, by 
a careful choice of names and 
language. It propo es a "f d­
erar' Palestine with " elf-govern­
ing'' Arab and Jewish provinces. 
If w look cl el , we find neither 
a fedef'ation nor If-go ·ernment. 
We find two di trict , both ruled 
by mini ter appointed by a Brit­
ish High ommi. ion r and ub­
ject to his super ision. These 
mini ters rule ith an elected 
assembly, but the Bri i h com­
mi .. ioner ha the ri ht to veto 
any m a ure , di solve the as em­
blie and di mi the mini ters. 

The p an trie to impr he 
read t i h the fact that the 
Je r b ing gi en the riche. t. 
thou h the mall t, part of 
Pale i e. and th r fore a part 
rn t apt to ab orb a larg num­
ber of additional immigrant . 
\ hat th propo al do not 
specify i that the part given to 
the Jew. i by far the mo t 
densely popula ed ar a of Pale -
tin . Any plan which would 
ha e nuinely att mpt d to offer 
opportunitie for J i h immi­
gra ion would ha e includ d 
ome of th r lati ly mpty 

par of Pal tin . The real aim 
of th plan· au hor. a o offer 
to the J w uch a zon tha the 
J \ th m Ive ~ uld hav to 
admit aft r me time tha th re 

a no ro m f r the ab orp ion 
of an ur her immi ran . 

Th upcrficial 1mp1 ion 
d b he plan i that th 

au horiti of •he Je i h prov-
ince would all but de ermin 
the rat at which further immi-



gration should be permitted, and 
that the British High Commis­
sioner would only have to fulfill 
the formality of giving his con­
sent. But the Jewish authorities 
who are to recommend the num­
ber of immigrants to be admitted 
are themselves appointees of the 
British commis ion r and sub­
ject to removal by him. 

~ 

A VERY characteristic feature 
of the plan is the treatment of 
the Negev. The plan explains 
that according to British opinion 
the Negev cannot be made an 
inhabited area, though the Jews 
think otherwise. The British ad­
mit that it would have been pos­
sible, of course, to give the 
Negev to the Jews and let them 
see what they could do with it. 
but with touching concern for 
Jewish feelings, the British tate 
that it would have been unfair 
to the Jews to give them a piece 
of land which would prove un­
inhabitable. This is why they 
propose to keep the egev for 
themselves. 

As a matter of fact, the Brit .. 
lsh do mention that at a later 
time they will end experts to 
explore the Negev, and if they 
find that it can be made inhab­
itable, they might lea e land in 
the egev to a Jewish company 
taking good care that the oii 
concessions of the Briti h -com­
panies should remain unim­
paired, and that should the ex­
perts find that the Negev i un­
inhabitable the Briti. h will 
either keep it for them elve or 
incorporate it into the Arab 
province! 

How can one, on th one hand 
mention oil conce ions in the 
Negev and therefore opportuni­
ties for industrial development, 
and, on the other hand, ay that 
the Negev cannot support any 

population'? And why if the e­
gev i good should it only be 
leased to the Jews, while if 1t is 
bad it should be given to the 
Arabs? And what will the Arabs 
do with the egev if it is unin• 
habitable? 

NJ 

MOST I TERESTI G a • 
pee ts of the plan are these f ea­
tures which it omit . ot a word 
is said about the fact that Great 
Britain would be free und r it 
to have exten i e military ba es 
all o er Pale tin ; that uch 
base are already being in tallcd 
there, or the fact that the e 
ba s are regarded a a major 
neces ity for the British Empire 
in view of the in ernational sit• 
uation and in view of the fact 
that the British have to evacu­
ate Egypt. 

Stripped of all verbiage, the 
plan amount to an attempt to 
continue all the e ential restric­
tion of the White Paper. Just 
as under: the White Paper, the 
Jew would be deni d a c to 
m _ t of Pale tine, and their ac­
ce s to the r maining little part 
would b controlled b British 
authorities. 

N-,:) 

A IDEA which underlie. the 
Briti h plan i the tatement that 
the experts (meaning the Eng­
lishmen and American who 
came tog ther in London) had 
come to the conclusion that Pal­
e tine is too small to ab orb the 
Eus,pean Jew who cannot re• 
main in or return to their pres• 
ent countries. The trick in this 
tatement i the r ference to he 

"experts." \\ ith all du re pect 
for the thr e American who 
wer sent to London-one a 
pre ident of a California ship• 
ping company. another a Wall 
t. lawyer, and the third a 

Trea ury official-who had tud~ 



ied the question of Palestine a 
few weeks, it is pt:rmissible to 
ask what makes them .. experts•• 
to determine this que~tion. There 
is no need, of course, to discuss 
the expertness of thf' British rep­
resentatives, since in their case 
we have an avowed government 
policy which does not wish for a 
large Jewish immigration into 
Palestine. 

But assuming that this one 
statement has some justification 
and that even the whole of Pales­
tine may be too small to absorb 
all of the Jews who want to go 
there, by what process of reason­
ing does the plan arrive at the 
other conclusion that a tiny part 
of Palestine amounting to 1500 
square miles would be sufficient 
to allow a considerable immigra­
tion-the bait which is dangled 
before the Jews of the world in 
order to secure their acceptance 
of the plan? 

G'+-1 

THE PLA overlooks ,entirely 
not only the e,xisting interna .. 
tional legal documents conc,ern­
ing Palestine, but - -\lthat is mor,e 
important-the fundamental po­
litical and sociological reason for 
the world' inter~. t in the Jew­
ish ational Home. But the main 
reason why the world is inter­
e ted in the Jewish National 
Home is becau e it would con­
tribute to a very la··ge extent to 
the olution of an oth'?rwise in­
soluble international problf:m­
the problem of the unwanted 
Jew of Europe, who are equ11.lly 
unwanted in Europe and on ':>ther 
continents.. The plan propo ed 
by the British makes it almost 
i111pos ible, both tlrrcugh restric­
tions in territory and through the 
wide cope of powers which it 
allots to an unsympathetic Brit­
i h administration, for Palestine 

to absorb any large number of 
Jewish refugees. 'fherefore, the 
British plan is not a solution, 
since it does not permit solution 
of the very problem the Jewish 

ational Home was intended to 
solve. 

What the plan amounts to, in 
effect, is that, in consideration of 
the acceptance by the Jews of 
all the restrictions which will be 
imposed upon them by the terms 
of the plan (restrictions which 
will put them in a much worse 
position than the position which 
they hold under the mandate). 
they are promised the admission 
of 100,000 Jews. It is, in a way, 
an exercise in blackmail. Since 
the British know how anxious 
the Jews are that 100,000 of 
them should be admitted to 
Palestine immediately, they try 
to get tbe Jews to ign away 
an their rights in return for 
this concession. 

The trag_ic thing about it is 
1that not even here do the Brit­
ish r eally commit themselves: 
they still lea . e them elves a 
loopho,le by means of the stipu­
lation that, the entire plan will 
ha e to be agreed to by Jews 
and Arabs alike. Since the Brit-
i h are certain that the Ara}¥ 
will not agree to the plan they 
can always escape the obligation 
to admit even the 100,000. But in 
the process of doing so, they 
counted on extorting from the 
Jews a voluntary renunciation to 
enter and settle in most of Pales­
tine-a renunciation which they 
were never able to get under the 
terms of the White Paper. 

~ 

THIS PLA not only black­
mail the Jew . It also attempts 
to get the United States to bribe 
the Arabs in and out of Palestine 
to the tune of 300 million dollars. 
Insofar as the Arabs of Palestine 



would be concerned. this money 
would be spent under the con .. 
trol, and therefore presumably 
in the interest, of the British Em­
pire. But all of the Arab coun- ' 
tries remain linked to a large ex­
tent with Great Britain, and the 
British plan, without materially 
helping the Jews would amount U 
in the final analysis to enriching neasy 

Mowrer 
On World 
Affairs 

another British-controlled part of Partnership 
the world by 300 m 'Ilion dollars. 

The thing which is most amaz- B, · EOG. R . .. .... EL . 10\ REH 
Ing about this plan is how Amer­
ican representatives could fall 
for it so easily. The answer lies 
precisely in the fact that they 
were not experts. They knew 

Th B • • r • a nd tri -1<-
r r in in 

I I . I rnora s1 o 
I p opl who- in t 

nothing about Palestine and they j \Yickham t ed 
had no posit·ve attitude toward . o much in th 
the Jewish National Home, or I 'h t th y now l 
even the more llmited desire o,f IJ yond thic ." 
Presi~ent Trum~n t~ ,get l~0,000 \ i\'OH.l below for u 
Jews mto Palestme 1mmed1at,e,Jy. 
To that extent, the three Ameri- g t the only pos n 
can negotiators should not be of a s lou ly un -Engli ·h b -
blamed. The blame faUs upon havior . rd \ 1 

the Admini tration which. ap.. • · ~ • a r. 
pointed them to negoUat . . it right t 

FRANK GERVASI. , 

Washington. 
Editor's ote: Mr. Gervasi Is 1c 

the author of a recent book, To i an 
Whom Palestine? P f 

n 
·.·o-

C 

hs 



Jn June, in Wa. ·hington, rtain 
un alan d Briti h and American 
jnrH\'iduals d lib rat(lly Lomen ed 
thfl war . care. I wa po ·it·v y 
st~ t •d hy one prominPnt Amer• 
i an olon I that ' in i w of the 
)l C _. ity of cl < ring th dC' k::i 
Jor th<' c ming . t.! uggl \vith Rus-
. ,ia, z ·oni~m will ha\' to bt> 
Hquidal .'' . . . 

Th Dri : h arc now "l1qu1d t-
1ng Zioni ·m" or think that thy 
ar". 1h ·hanc s • r th y \\.lH 
n t suc:c d. Th J 'Wi.~h <'ncy 
l der: no\ m ting hc1 have 
r l\' d to fight rath r than to 
ac "Jt h, part i ti on s hem<', 

.t . 1 

whi h would have th J \\'S \\.'l n 
J . than on h\ n~ -fourth f 
the horn land o ·iginally promis <l 
th m namely all Pal tine with 
Tran '·jordania. It i. a~~o t incon­
c •i able h t h Br1h ~h peoplP 
,vould permit heir lea~ rs to 
'"·ag Hitlerian w r . agam t 1 he 
Pal inian Jew T mforeed by 

1 w rid J wr . 
Ev n if th y would, the British 

po i i :, in Pal line i without 
IP al ba. L. a Mr. Sumn r Welle ~ 
h ' s d monstrat d. At the United 
1 ion A embly, any member 
--an a. k to hav the Pal sUne 
f ndat tripp d from Britain on 

the ground of maladministration, 
illegality and moral unfitne s. It 
·hould not be forgotten that the 

League of Nation , through t~e 
P rmanent Mandat Comm1s-

ion, condemned the Whit PaJ? r 
policy as illegal. The pr ent lme 
goC's far h yond th White Pap r 
in n< k d lawl ssne . 

Th~ British thrt'at to "r noun 
1 h , mandate' unless p rmitted to 
<'ontinue mi tre ting the Je\ 1 i 
. hr> r • ·t bluff. Without Pal s in . 
Briti. h Impcriali t positions in 
th ~ ~ ar East \! ould fall apart. 
'Thl' llriti h ar tabli bing a 
military ba e and liquidating 
Zionism m Pale tin precis ly be-
au e they are ha ing to I ave 

Eg ·pt. Their hold in Iraq is w ak-

ening. Their popularity in yria 
and the L banon-despite their 
shameful liquidation of French 
interests as a pr t nded \: ar 
mea ure-is on the , ·an . Com­
munism i.s growing fa t in the 
ntire area and shooting. won't 

. op it. 
Th . e plain fa ts are in i ·jbl 

to . ttl and Bevin. Th r !01· 
1l1<• 1; P ha~ come for Truman to 
act as b come n ce sary when 
man' partner b eom€s demented 
and rcq uir hock. 

Truman hould refu e all di • 
cu . ion of a ridiculous partition 
plan. Inst ad he should invite 
Attle urg ntly to come to Wash­
ington. 1 h re h hould inform 
h Briti h Premi r that ftsther 

B ~itish repudiation of Zioni m 
Pndan crs th unwritt n Ang o­
Am rican partn rship. This part­
n r hip- Truman should explah 
-- re. Is on sing]e aim-the strug­
:?l<" Ior \ orld leg Hty against an­
archy and an atomic war. 

Amer·c ns can accept th Brit­
i h a pa tners only in so far as 
th British support \J ·orld legality. 
In the Near-East rn struggle be­
tween Briti h

0 

Jew-bait rs and 
oviet totalitarian , the American 

p op) \ ·ill refu e to participa . 
If this refu al r ults in the 
. p ad of a Sovi t empir at Brit­
i h , p n , then so much the 
wor for B itain. 

A thi point Attle is lik ly to 
int rrupt ., nd if w throw our 
\\' ight to Zioni m wm ou prom­
i e .full upport regardles of the 
con equ nee ?" H re Truman 
mu t put up or shut up. Unles 
th an w r is af firmati e, unle 
w Am<'ricans int nd to d f nd 
\ ·orld 1,,galit , th nit d a• 
lions i a ham and the partne ·­
ship with Britain- a the Com­
muni ts maintain- is mer 1 joint 
imperia1i m. 

:,~ilteY.Y.~ 
"""'· /0~ /?+'-6 
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nd damaged land. have demon trated 
that the land f Pale tme ma~• be made 
much more prod ~c-tive. Th . e p ople 
have perform d works that have bene­
fit d hem elve!, th rab and Chris­
t1crn. alike. 

Tran -Jordan, accordmg to reports, 
i. para, itic r a. It .. epar t,on from 
h m nd le in 1922 wa~ not ju ified 

from the point. of 1ew ot be t develop­
ment or th mandate. It was un ble to 
1·ai r mmn en under i ba k-
warci nd u loped condition. It • 
in<'onceivabl this d tach d ar 
can b come ! lf- uppo1ting countr . 
Separa d, the two areas can ot be de­
v lop d to fulJ po sib1litie of their 
unique f ea ure and r ourc . 

ueh a rno,•e show. up either 
grettabl ignorance of th n e ar. 
gf'ogra phic sufftci ncy for a countr. or 
an ffo to thwart he con trucbve 
d ,, lopm nt of the Jordan V lley Au­
thor1 

""'hen p ople are drawn to 
working out a "omo,on proj ct for 
th 1r da1ly br ad nd other es - n .ia1 
of hf , many deologic • I differences ran 
away, unle uch .differ nc are 
work d up from out ide for ulterior 
purpo es. When p ople get down to 
work in constructive undertaking■ with 
forward-looking objerth•ee for their 
pr , nt and futur welfare, there ia less 
poss1bilit • of d1ff ren 

The Jordan Val ey Authority, set up 
ac ordmg o the logic of g ogra.phy, 
and de igned to make full use of unique 
r our·ce., and if carri d out according 
to th principle. of con~erva ion, fur­
m. h , rn my opinion, a con tructh·e 
~olutlon to mo t important long-range 
d1fferences m Pale tin . 

The Jordan alley Authority would 
also permi all Jewi h r fugee of Eu­
rop who want to go to Palesti f' to 
work out their aalvati r n tn d1gm v ~ <t 
liberty to their o\Vn b nefit and to the 
irnprovem nt of the mi!erabl lot of the 
fellaheen and po ition of th Arabs 
throughQut the Middle East. 

To et up Tran -Jordan a as parate 
tate can neither be in th inter sts of 

the Arab nor of th Jews, nor of the 
land. It i violation of the geographic 
unity ot the ar and of principles of 
con ervation. and is a b rrier to a long­
r11.ngtt con tructive olutJon to the prob­
lem of' P&lHtine,. 

No p hlu:al t-up can l ng endure 
unl s pported by land in a tat or 
u tarn d. pro u tion. Geographers, en. 

gine r , g i ul urists. conomi ts and 
m n of ood-wiU, in my opinion. wi1l 
fmd litU ju tification for th separa• 
ion o[ 'l' ain --Jordan from Gre t r Pal. 

tine. u h ction cannot Ion endure 
and mu t ,endan er the welfarp and 
peac of thE' Hol Land~ . 

. C. Low R~Jl,K 
Wa hmgton, u . 2. 1946. 

Truman and Palestine 
Th J r .·id 111. 

nw· ir London 1o r n 
( c in c 1rn 1 it 1 t1 ~ . 

h r di: ·u:.~ ion. ' 
Tl' man di. a.·. O· in l -~ 1 r~ , 1 l a. t J r 

iatp.- 1 lu l Tnit d "tat 
J-lrn fo• • in·. 

1 min~1bl partition 

Thi· 
l 1 h 

t r . lie r . . tori . •. th 

f it 
nti 
a I 

E. 

m n 
l ru.·qu -

n tim 
< 'll i 1 



T t d • told a group w or k C n r . m n th· t h 
didn't hav tim to Ji t, lk abou Pa 1 til . fl 1 
m r of th :ame, th ation wa. abr 1ptI u h r d t 
1 h door. Th in id nt , ·a unpl a • nt nd c npI t 1 m­
ju tifi d. 

For ,v , • 1ld remind the r id nt 1 ha in pt dt .~ ting 
1h partition ' . o!ution" th 9 ongr .. m n to k up p ,'" i­
tion th t diff 1 not on whit from 1 h .·t· nct h him. Jf 
nun iat d I . t April \ h n th n lo-Am ri ·ctn Jnquir. • 
omm i. . ion r por \ ·a r I a d. 

t tha tim fr. '1 ruman d he 
1 h r qu t I m de f r ti imn ac 
.J in o Pal ti1 he . unanim u 
JJ add ct "I am d that th l rr- • n-
n ·nd. in th n f 11 c \' I ar r •f 1 !,: ,. , 

in "'1 tdir g ng- n: on immi< n ti n ; 1 <I J,, 1d 
a 1u i:ition . . . ' 

Th . riti h Jiar ition • 1jng h11t a pl; n f r 
''in 11 di, t m1mL·. ion >. 1 me the 

f handful ( m 1·jt ain h, d 
d in • • n I 

j ·ti in I 
for th imn i rat ion , ncl h. nd , r-

• • n." th partition T hen from ·w~ 11 1 1 
nl. in. ad an att mp hf~· l tto pr -

y·~ion. int p ·rm n "'nt l \\ wi ri • • • 
Un! .. Pr . Trumc n ha. n d hi of las 

A p •• • • h i. m 1 hi n ht bl , h · d J av t 1 h ~ 
l n f r th .ir upport an<i dir l • • t 
th f th ·tition pl n h -
l intl .. Thi. r o. fr men lc-
J I th r in a n. tant t fr 1. 1r· t 1 h 
J the. t fr. Truman, in mrnon vith m :1 
Amr • ir .. 

of mu:t no 
1 nit . aunt r- r p 1 th t • 

< for ~ -iz d I . tin nd i 
1tio air, work and ther 
·obl rou m1, n to un ,.. rant d. 
d a oth n ·rr h id to r 1 

th cont in to ~ llow 
intere H on the al ... tin ft . nt. 
!T~ {Pill., ycrl-;k Pc-oT A/ ~ / 7ff, 
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HOPE OF A PEOPLE 

• ripp d of all he obsc:t:rin ~muke 
nf armed lashes, smuggled aliens, 
. rab a itation, bombings. curfews 
and rep re ·i \" military measures -
he J ewi!:>h problem in Palestin s ill 
tands forth as he last d perat hope 

of a pe plc hun ed. per ecuted and 
robbed for whom he con inen of 
Europe is no longer e able. 

• 
\' i tory \-er the prime pr phct o 

anti- . .'emi ,sm, Hi ler "-'a: expected o 
prO\·ide peace, s 1rit , and a re ora-
ion f propeny right to per cc t 

Jews in Europe. At lea . hat i "·hat 
propa~andi. ts pr mi ed if only h 
Ameri<:an peopl \\ ould gird their 
loin: and bnng an enrl to Hitler. 

Th u 1 d fl rv anrl en 
the cam • xter· • • 
Jew- w e<i lr 
de eat of Hitler. hut. h 
dead pil d up in the 
camp.-:; ag ere the wo ·ea 1 

·a far wor. than h . us 1c:1on. 

pogroms in Poland, th pre. ure 
a ains Jews in R mania, Hungary. 

ulgar·a and ea.tern Germany and 
point ·i h ~ anc imoniou: smirks a a 
de.'.>olale land in .. :iberia . e apar a.s an 
au onomous Jewi ·h epuhli •. 

The 1,lain tru h is na H1tl r ·s an 1-

... erru 1 ampaign did not <li wi th 
him. It ained new • r n h ·i h c 
·it: ory, exc p that the new anti ­
'emitisn1 is ·loaked h • a pre en e of 

concern for the faie of the Jews. 

Brit.i ·h policy in Pales m i • no ne,·1 
or diff eren . I i cut from th amr 
lo h as the old Briti~·h poliL·y on In-h 

home rule and Lhe old im erial policy 
• in India. ,. rasl win f • e mi lit ant 
Jews born . a hotel. 111mg British 
sttbJ c s. The wail nf anguish that 
aris s fr m ri i. h sour c:­
th w rl hat he poor ri i ·h are 
dealmg wi h a race )f gan.: r.~ and 

'tu. l ,. thes ar o >l who are 
mblm in fren f E>ar ou of 

Euro e while 1c brc • life ill i 
is tim f r he • rl<l n adclre. a in them. . • 

que ion to i . on ci n £'. I i. time o even oing up 
~ p the hypocri~y and face the qu s- bagat1en ar i Pale in • i 

t 
cleat h of their 

ion uarel '. ls it more impo an e 
protec Bri i h m er • s in h 
and .1i ldl Eas . and aid and al 

ohcy of k eping h .. rab a h 
Jews di\·ided, or i. 1t mor importan 

provid a r fug for th hapl .­
rf>mnan fa rsecu ed p opl ? 

The 0Y1et tr nion winks a th 
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Bomb And Bullets For Refugees 
That lt ls the Britl h who are bombing 

and bludgeoning Palestinian Jews ln a way 
a ll too remln1 c nt of a Pohsh po rom or a 
Nazi concentrat on camp n es as a candal 
before all th world-a scandal tha moves 
as much to adness as to anger. In th ir 
ancient devotion to the di ni y of he indi­
vidual man and hi n ht to walk in safety 
and 1n freedom. the Bnt h ·Ield to no oth r 
people. And ye h ir government-and, at 
that, a liberal Labor gov rnmen which is 
lowerin the color of empire in India and 
Egyp ls sane 1onin conduct such as has 
not besmirched the Union Jack .since that 
191G Ea ter week In DubHn. 

Ye terday' account of the deportation or 
Jewish r Cu e s from Halla lo Cyprus is 
compl t in hocking detail down to the 
barb d-wire cage on thie t..r,ansport •. And 
th Z1oni t J w . now organized into an 

nr m o ·em nt like thos 
l c az1 conqu ror an t 

• have comr o re ar 
the ntl h cut11 g encm •. 

Und r ti.~ e arcum. t 11 •. it do s not 
help to ay ~ha the Briti. h hav no cl oice 
but to put own rioting; that bove aH they 
must malntaln order. Th real qu stion i 
how thl despera e th eat to order came 
1nl-O being. Havin ndured a bltt r hard 
war for the sake ot freedom-not only the r 
own fr edom, bu also that of a ll the per e­
cuted of Europe-how ls U hat the British 
now stand against fr edom in the white-
9.'a h d, sun-bleach d .streets of the Holy 
Lana? 

Law-which 1s th on] accep abl 
for fr edom-l all a atn h Brit 1 

There ar s made 
War I an 10n c e 
L a u o an . e 
mora11y 
An lo- Am It I 

dta e adm le 
J w . An r tlOJ -

t tionin proposal both b. -

can committee and the 1931 Peel Commis­
sion. And, above all, ther is-a year after 
the liberation of Europe-the humane obli­
gation to provide he basis for a new and 
decent life !or the dispossessed. 

The o!flcial rxcuse. of course, is a shift 
of blame o he Arabs. Bu one cannot help 
suspecting that London would not be too 
greatly di turbed were it not for the new 
Arab threat to turn toward the Soviet Union. 
It would be just as easy to put down Arab 
rioters as Zionists; and, since the country 
1 large enough to absorb many more than 
100,000 lmmlgrants, here probably would be 
little .Atab agitation but for th fact that 
M 1 di s have found London so re • 
spon iv- o he Rus ian scare. 

Even though commi ted o freedom for 
India. We. (minster becomes panicky at the 
ugge Hon hat a Ru 1an impenallsm may 

replac hP mpll'e 1n th iddl Ea. t . Tht 
fear ha stamp died Bntain n ill-consid-
r d action. and today i i. not improbable 
t a Ru , ia may b g ming mor by Bri -

ain 's sacrif1c of 1 e. p ct than sh ould hope 
or 1! . ked to cl , mp1on he Arab cau . 

Th Pale inian , .· (' ha. b co1 e too om­
plicat d for an imm d1 te olution. That is 
all the more rea 01 for not tryin now to 
fore a bad plan Jlke parti ion on th Jews 
and the Arabs-and on he United States, 
too, by makin 1 a pre-condition for a c• 
ceptance of he Anglo-Am rican report. 
Bu th re mu b Imm dlat helter for he 
homele. . It was in that spirit that he 
An o-Am rican ommi tee made i recom­
me datton . Pr 1d n Truman dld well o 
rer.\ll hi l Ion 

allow 
tanc 

can 
or 

m 
t or 

r realize 
ha th re i no an w r in b smok 

bombs and d en lon camp on Cypru . 



THE BOSTON HERALD 
W£D~~SDAY, AUGUST H, 184& 

Harassed Palestine 
It 11 almost a year since J:arl G. 

Harri.son made h bllsterlng report on 
Dbplaced Persons cam1>3 In the American 
zones of Germany and Austria and urged 
the prompt mlgratlon of 100,000 Jews to 
Paleatlne. President Truman prrilllptly 
endorsed the proposal and ery often 
aave lt re-endonements. It won the ap­
proval of one Anglo-American Commit­
tee about four month.1 a10 and or an­
other two or three week.I ago. Zlon sts, 
non-Zionllta, antf-ZlonllLt, leading Chr1s­
ti&n or,ganlzaUom and Democratic and 
Republican congreamen have pre ed for 
1mmedia te action. 

Tw,o plana Jn each or which the ad­
mission o! 100,000 Jew to Pale.stlne ls 
fundamental are now und r con ldera­
tlon in Wuhln1ton and London. Juat 
wby England should complicate the whole 
vexatious problem at this time by a sys­
tem of blockade, d ·portation and concen­
tration campa in Cypre~ and further 
rompllcate the problem 18 difficult to un­
derst.and. The reaction Is cert in lo be 
hoaWe in Paleatlne and to occasion ad .. 
dlt1onal re.,1.stance d terrorism. The 
curfew• to be Jmposed wJll anta onlze 
Areba u well u Jews. Am rlcan oplnlon 
will be adv,er.se to the Brill h. 

The flrst Anglo-American CommitteE 
recommended the 1mm ate tuuance ol 
100.000 irnml&ration cert1ncate1 and en­
forcement of ordinary nat onal Jaw• 
agalnat illeclll entrlu. The aecond com­
mittee favored the lmml1ratlon but made 
It conditional on J1wllb and Arab c­
qule.scence ln cantonlut on, the Jtmlta­
tkm or Jew, to 1500 of the 10,500 aquare 
111 nee of Palestine. a 1m&ll decree ol local 
autoncany. U1ht control or 1mml1ratlon 
quotu by the Palestine 1onrmnent, and 
arant., or about $300,000,000 from the 
United Statu for PaleaUne and the 
Middle Eut BeneraUy. 

Whether the Je wlJt 
accept. cantonlzatJon or pa ilion I doub -
h 1. The .strong probability h t both 
wlU reject It. 1n its pruent or f'Ven an 

mpllfted form. A England ha lrtually 
d'9carded the report or th nra.t Anglo­
American group and the Un ted StatH 
does not favor the rtport or the second, 
the Pale.stlne probJem ls no nearer a 
olution now than hen Mr. Harr on 

made hla dramatic ftndlng . 
''Ille al 1mmi1ratlon" means one lhln1 

to the Je and another to lhe Eng h . 
The former argue that the White Paper 
which put a ban on an immlgraUon arter 
the adm~sion or 75,000 Je 1 - to al al­
ready exhausled-i Hlf' al ; and a few 
Englishmen ar to the contrary. The 
Palestine government on the other hand 
regard.s ltsel! free to restrkt nd forbid 
Immigration, le al or llJ al , wl hout con­
iiUlUng Arabs, Jews, th nlted S ate . or 
any source except th British Forelgn or 
Co,lonlal office. It Js ln ccordance w!Lh 
that theo the Brillsh overnment has 
now ordered the bloc de and the ,com­
plete u atlon of lmmi ration . 

The chanc ar that lt En 1 nd had 
made a b glnnin t ·o or thr monlh 
a10 ,of a Ub ral poUcy of tmml ration, 
Paleati.ne would now b a peaceful land, 
Arabs and Jews could ha e accommodat­
.,d them el e to th ne llcy nd the 
turmoil wh·ch has marr d he Holy L nd 
for years ould have b m lermLnated 

1 h saW.factlon to all cone rn d. 
The Brlt n sta ment l ued Monday 

hich ha e not b en 
Th re h Cf'r al ly 

betn an "under round y '' from 
urope le Pale tine !or long time ,and 

neither the BrlU h nor he Americana 
ha e cared to check the now ot dlspla ed 
Jew from the DP camp1 toward Pale..­
tme. It is quest on now helher th~ 
exodw can be prevented or even checked 
until, flr1t, Lhe 1ate.s of Pale tine re de­
clared open to a Jarg , stipulated numbtr 
01 J WI ln the DP camp,; Md, HCOndly, 

until haven ar pro lded later for &ddl­
ttonal Jew., 1n other coun rles. Efforts 
to pro lde for them in varlou par ot 
the world are now under ay but pro re 

terribly s ow. 
A eneral euin would be creatly a • 



celerated U Pa~sUne itself w~re opened from England, v.lth the United States co­
to the number of Jew who could be ab- operatin1, of a willlngne&s to Initiate the 
1orbed there; and ]>er sons fammar with proce&S would do more than divlaiona of 
the situation see no reuon to doubt that soldiers, curfews, deportations, and con-
100,000 could be absorbed readily 11i1ithtn centrat1on camp& to brine Jaw and order 
twelve months. A magnanimous icn to Palestine. 

An Anglo-Arab Palestine? 
Becau e the British Empire is caught in a power squeeze 

in the Middle East, British troops are furiously slaughtering 
defensele Jews. 

Could Britain let in the hiploads of harassed, homeless 
Jews and 5'till establi h a military base in Palestine? Of 
course she could. 

But h(\ is afraid that if he did, the ultra-nationalist 
Arab League would turn towards Russia, which is again 
reported to be massing troops on the northern border of 
Iran and bringing pressure · on Turkey for outright imper­
ialist control of the Dardanelles .. 

But bribery and appeasement of the Arab League is 
a hopele , rat-trap policy for the British Empire. The 
League is loyal only to th nationali t ambitions of the big 
sheiks who control it 

If the Arab League is so friendly to Britain, why has 
Egypt just kicked the Briti h out of their military position 
there? 

Unlike th hunted Je, , the Arabs possess a number 
of huge, under-popu1at d countr1es in the Middle East, which 
are more ◄ han big enough for their needs but never big 
enough for the nationali t ambition of thier rulers. 

But 1· . t y ar Britain bribed the Arab League by am­
putating Trans-Jordan from Pale tine, of which it was a 
part und r the original mandat , and giving it to the Arabs. 
She is upporting it. admi ion to the United ations so that 
it \ ill th r by be e. tabli hed a a overeign nation and no 
longer in Qll tion a part of Pal tine. 
How Palestine Is Whittled Away 

A. Ion,,. a th Pale. tine que. tion i not settled accept­
abl the United Stat . hou]d oppo e the admission of 
Tran jar d .1ia to the nit d ation and refuse to make this 
pie e of Briti h diplomati tri ·k ry a fait accompli by recog­
nizing Tran ... jordania. 



Amputating Tran'. jordania r du d 1h area f PaJ . tin~, 
with on t rok from 11. thou. and q 1 r mi1 . to l . than 
J l thou. and. 

O\\' B ·itain i. prnpo.·in: to finL h off th qu 1 ion of n 
J \\'i. h homelc nd f OI goo I, lJ , . jmp] di ·iding mo. t ti1 
r ma ind ~" of Pal . tine . , • n 1 h B ·Hi. h and th rab. •. 
and handing th J \ ·." a pi ifu1 fa -. a ··ng trip of about 
15 hundred square mile . 

Pre id_nt Truman ho 1id r fu. to b pt. h d in o ac­
cepting a ny compromi e v ,, ion \'hat v r of the t partition 
plan. For Am rican po1iey he th imp] aim of . a inu th 
Jive. of the 1 mnant of th J , . 1 ft ft r Hitle1 . lau ht red 
si. .. mil1ion. 

And if the. e. per ut d p op] 
tiny oa. to.l . trip, th ,·o 1ld for o upp rt th j -

human B1 Hi h poli y of Jimiting immio-ration fo the w uJd 
not have room for th hundr d. f tho ,. ; nd:- n 1.. d f 
vvrite millions-of ,J \\' from Europ . 
Should America Pay Brit'ish Brib1es1?

1 

How thoroughly the Bdti. ,h [)d' tit ion plan i b . d ,on 
the t\vin polici of ainin a p rmancnt milit, 1 y ba. am] 
appea in<Y th Arab L ag ie i.· . hO\ -n b th f , nta 1 ic rc­
qu ._t for th l. S. 1o ghr 1hr Ar· b. 300 miUion doJJar . . 

Of thn amount, a quart r of a bi Hon dollar. \ ·o 1li no 
'. n go to 1h Arab. of Pa t. tin . It wo mld b paid b o •r 

Treasur. a. a brib to th • b. ut. i I of al . tin . 
In 1he milt of thi. jnt n:if. ·incr po\\· ·· oliti . , Briti. h 

o1di 1. arr .. hootinCY J \\. < nd 1hr :ting th m int ·on 1 .. 

t ration C't. mp. in c.-1 1 u:. 
. ith r Brjtain nm n .• oth • nation, in ·lt din° ho." 

\ ·ith va. ·t un. ttl d sp· ·r. , ha.: . 1gg 1:1 d ,·h r 1 h h tJ -
of h . e hom l . ..,. p opl may y , if not to Pal . tin , th .. t 
th ir 11,·,~. ma be . v d. 

rtninJ ', Bi i1 ain cann 
probl m. of a \ _. k nin, mpir 

t • h 1. 1 f from the 
\'ing ian pow r 

b i!"nom·r.iou. l t 1rnin T h r might t rm ao-ain. t 
R f \ • d f t::n . .J . . J \ ·-~-

0 u t,-'tt r·ng \ or1d c( nno1 b . 
mm al and . oirit a1 ~ t ·1nda "'<l of d m r tic 1 ad r hip. Th 

nit t •• 1 •. mu. t tand fi l'm for c. n hon t f ulfillm nt of 
t he Pale Lin pl dg . whi ·h , ·iJJ . av th live of the per-

cut d. r~~NY Pos, S / 1S- /~6 
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Text of Statement by U. S. Zionists 
The text of a atatement L!3tt6d 

11c f rday by Dr. Abba. Hillel Silver, 
chairm,an. of the Executi e Com­
n1ittre of th American z·on"t 
Emergen y Cou.ncil which speaka 
for the nfire Zion· t movement in 
I h United States: 

(1) The Bri ish Government, 
seemingly intent on demonstrating 
tha it will s op at no measure 
of suppression-however extreme 
and costly-in its current war 
ag in t the helplP ... s Jewish aur­
vivor!it of Europe, ha■ now begun 
to deport o the Island ot Cyprus 
and lsewhere those J ewi h refu­
ge who have succeeded in 
reaching Pal ine. At the same 
im , Britain has mobilized U■ 

flee and air force iln the Medi­
t n nean and great nurober,s of 
• oo p in Pales Une to blockade 
he PaJe tine co,aat against the 
n try of hese remnants ,of Euro,. 

pean Jewry. 
What a gloriom1 page in British 

milit ry his ory is now being writ-
en by th e m n and ship and 

gun who~e m·s ion it is to close 
the gate of he Jewish national 
home a ain t the despairing sur­
vivor of the Nazi holocaust. 

<2 It behoove us to point out 
to the Brit.sh Government tha 
the arrival of these boatloads of 
refugees a Pal tine is a direct 

on equence of he policy of delay 
pu • ued by the British Govern­
m n on Pr sident Truman's year­
old r qu • st for the immediate 
::idmi ion of 100,000 J' wish refu­
ge into Pale tine. The Jews of 
Europe cannot and wi11 not re­
main on the c ne of the r degra­
d~ i_on and uttering. They are 
";'llhng to ake very conceivabl 
r1 k nd undergo an hard hip to 
reach Pale tine, which to them 
spell salvation. 

ew ''Cata tropbe■u en 
We mu • warn that, if Brit in 

con inu g tn deport these refu-

gees, unprecedented catutropbu 
remini cent of the tragedies of 
the Patria and the Struma are 
inevitable. 

(3) The British Government'• 
official statement on the halting 
of Jewish immigration to Pale■-
tine is a document exceptional in 
its hypocrisy. Its repeated pro­
testations of 44 friendsh1p•' for the 
Jewish people, while in fact con­
demning these victims of Hitler 
to linger in a condition which la 
neither death nor life, are morally 
offensive. 

The tatement or the British 
Government points up the fact 
that •'it was under the British 
Manda e that nearly 500,000 Jews 
e Ued 1 gally in Palestine, where 

a. great Jewish community now 
exists.'' The 3ewish peop.le will 
nevel' forget that it was a British 
Government which w~ responsi­
ble for the Balfour Declaration, 
wMeh promised the reconstitution 
of the J ewi b national home in 
Pale tine~ But its bltternes■ is 
the gre er that the succeuor■ of 

. men Uke Balfour and Lloyd 
George ehou[d drag this noble 

onception in the du11t and seek 
now to destroy even what the 
Jew have already achieved in 
Palestine, In the face of every 
difficulty and discouragement 
p aced in their way by a hostile 
Colonial Administration. And at 
a time when the Jew■ of Europe 
were meeting horrible death in 
the zi exte mina ion camps and 
gh oes. and when many thou­
sands - perhaps million• - could 
h ve b en saved ff they had been 
pet·mi ted to emigrate to Pale■-
tine, the British Government kept 
the doo of Ute Jewish national 
homeland Haled to all but a 
trickle of .Jewish refugees. 

This, then. wa how Britain 
,.mitigated the Iott' of European 
J wry. Th4: <?ne a~enue of e cape 
for the azu1 J ew1 h victims wa1 
closed to them. Under the cir­
cumstances Britain'• current ef­
fort to repre■ent her elf aa a 
friend and rescuer of the Jew.11 l• 



Ji tie le than revoltin 
<•> "When t (Pale 

thre ened 1 h az1 
a terrible threat to 
tinian Jew "-t ri 
ment con inu r 
preven ed that p ib 

It would almo em th 
Briti h Go ern ould 
have u beli ve he m · 
campaign of General Mont 
in Africa de.signed to p 
the Jewi mmuni y of 
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the in re of the Briti 
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cidental at he time 
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able them to take a 
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utters them i1 responsible for acts 
of ahameless brutality which the 
world now witnesses. 

••Patience, forbearance and hu­
manity ... ., One need only re­
call the case of the Patria, which 
carried a boatload of refugees to 
Palestine in the winter of 1940. 
When it became known that the 
British Government had refused 
them permission to land the de!!­
perate people aboard scuttled the 
boat in the port of Haifa and 
several hundreds of their number 
lost their Jives. Evidently the 
British Government intends to 
apply the same principle• of 
'"humanity" to those unfortunate 
Jewish refugees who are at thi• 
moment languishing on boats in 
Haifa harbor. 

President Truman'• humani­
tarian appeal of a year ago that 
100,000 displaced European Jew• 
be admitted into Pale.stine imme­
diately was ignored by the British 
Labor Government. Thie Anglo­
American Committee 0 1f Inquiry"s 
recommendation that these 100,000 
men , women and children-a. ftac­
tion of those for whom. it i.s now 
Palestine or death-be admitted 
to Palestine at onc,e was rejected. 
Instead the British La'bor Govern,­
ment has instituted a. long pro­
cedure of .. consultations' ' on the 
question. Thu■ far, nothing hu 
been done to save the.se people. 
Y~t Britain take■ pride in her 
patience. forbearance and hu­
manity.'• 

"Defamation" Charged 
(7 Hi■ Majesty•• Government 

I• .. distreued to receive reports 
ot persecution and pogroms 
against Jews in eastern and south­
eas ern Europe." The extent ot 
that dil!ltre s may be interred 
from the renewed campaign ot 
defamation against the efforts of 
the helpless Jews to reach salva­
tion and safety. Theae efforts are 
condemned aa "illicit" and the 
attempts ot men ot good-will to 
aid them in reaching their desti­
nation as .. unscrupulous" and 
''shameful. 0 

8) It i• clear that Britain'• 
present purpose i■ to compel the 
J ewi h people to aubmit to a poli­
ical decision on Pale tine which 

would virtually abrogate the in­
t.ernationally-guaranteed :Jewieh 
rights to Paleatine. Britain be­
lieves that, by imposing her 
tyranny on the Jew• now she wilt 
terrorize them into accepting her 
poUt~al poUcie■. In thi■• too. 
Britain is •adly mistaken. The 
Jews of Palestine are prepared to 
resist this tyranny to the last 
man; the J ew11 of Europe are pre­
pared to undergo any ■acrifiee to 
reach their homeland; and the 
.Tews ot America are prepared to 
work and fight relentleHly until 
justice has been done to their 
brethren. 

In thi■ we are confident that we 
have the ■upport of the American 
people u a whole. 

American Jews and 
the Administration 

By LOL'l G.\L 

/ ,01,i.s . r•11ol, Gcn,•nd ccre f af'lJ 

of thr.• J«"' l.f'isl, National ~rorl,·,·t· . • 
.1fliruu· •. ;:-; u JJ1·t1111i11c11 f labor 
Ziuu iM /nufr,~. Thi.· arficfr , I nto. -

fo ( d _fnuir II,, • .l( wi.·h .\lorni ,1y 
.!totnrnl 11.f .... \. u[JH,·t , ' , J.<qti c.r"-

11, 1 .·,· , t}I( • ,·icw1mi>1f of greed 

1111r11h,•;"' uf. nu rica11 J e1f', . 

h • J pwi. h m a:-: : i n th 
' ate.· h:w ma ny poh 

pai nful qtw. ion :-- t o put 
( ;ovl' n nwnt. 

ni d 
and 
< ur 

Th •re \\'a .· a t im w h n J • ,·~ 
ah r ad w ho w t•n• pt.•r : c ut d b y 
r •a tionary J!.·m· rnrrn.1 nt~, f o und 
: lnl • eon:oJa t ion in th fa ·t tha t 
the . 1 1 •rican ~oY •rn mt•n a nd th , 
. m •r i ·an peop ll• \\' · r • g; nu in •ly 
:,; yn pa thetil.' w ith th •m, ·md on 
ma n : occa.·io n : t o l k a ti >n o n 
tlwi r I p}rn lf. Pn•t·i: Ply wh ' ll .·u ·h 
:ympath y • nd a · ion w •r • m )~t 
n ·cl d, h w •\· r ... p rn fo unclly di ::---
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. . . 
argu -

,. 

al: ha 
h 

p ·ison •1'. o g 
·on-

. ll ~- Th J<:w: in th _ ghPt-
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th r• \p•r 11 ar ling-
of th •ir J •11 r 1·pncy nw~. -
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ory ( r of th. \\'al' I • l -

g• 80' 

l> •r, i h 
va:-; •nt Hoo: •-

• 1 • w h •n th • 

.•. U ·o: • to .·o in -
• a , ·a.· alnw.· 

to d·: • •g-ard 
• B0c.ll'd 

( 

i ,n o ' •r 
] ' cl 1 lai 

at·d ~ 

dg '('IH l'a LI • ti 
an t a ·tivit i 

o azi op1 t •:-

:ion. 
Thu: it \ •· t: tha th • 

>·ir I • •t 11 ·a 
t Pr•.!: I( • h 

H f hi. 

·n•la • o • h • TrNt. -
apprnad J • v·.-h or­

ga 1iz· ion. for r·nan ·hi ·t·d. 
\Vh •n l ; H n it. lis. olulion tl • 
Board publi:h d a r •JJOl' of it: 
a ·Livi i •. and ~ n a • ·otmting- of i : 
financial c 

. h ·ke J l h~ d 
I hu 
• o l'r !10 
• . oinl Di:-
th W rld 

th, n •ri ·rn 



J i h nf r nc and oth "r 
J wi. h bod· 

But i 
p r . duri en ars 
th t ha b n ·nt n: ly 
and bi t rly di appointing t Je ~•s 
in this countr . On th• on hand, 

hav h ard on pro-Zioni.~t 
pr n unc m nt af r an th r 
fr m both the lat tr. Ro lt 
and fr m id •nt Trum 
n h ot ha 

ho\ neith . It 
Tl'um n und rt k an: •ff tiv 
action o in plem nt th 1 i1· wot'ds 
of ympalhy. 

Th h~ • cornmi -
cl , rly on th Pal-

l 

tou ·hin n the lli h • t .· , 
i: in.· ru tiv . In Hl22 a J • n-

• nal R . olution 1 'O-

rnlor. )d th Balfou la-
in I< 5 ng1· .'. i nal 

R :olu ion ndors d h upbuilrl-
in r < f Pa] •: tin, a a free and d m-
cratic Comm< 11\' and unr " C 

fr, J wi . h imn ion t > 1 
lan j int ·rnationally r C< 
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th R pul liean m d h 

at th i1 o 
l' a J 

rut • . >lutio 1~ . 1p JOrt'ng 1 r 
f J '\\" int P._ 1 : tin 
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w n io, JJ 

n Tru a 
r I _., lu nt 

rhi ·h ··•pt th 1· . J)u-
i n a th Part ·.~ cam-

l ai n 
I i. 

d . pit 
publi 

r , hm • • r. that 
;ov 1 rnrn •nt': n c 1 y 
n . in f< l' f Zion-

i. t a. piration., our 
m nt and particular)} it.· 
Ea~ t Divi:i n hav on 
·ork d again. t J wL h 

l . tine. It i. , in fact -
• a:ingly cl ar that the 
partrne t ha. d id d to 

1 iti. h po • ,vith r f r-
Pale. tin . I hard to b -

hat th B ·iti ov rnment 
hav r h 
·ty of 
f th 
l mann 

a .·om basis fo ving 
in h final analy. i.· th ir 

, oul<l ·ecei th acqui­
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we b . o nai a 
I" P1 • t T • m ·1 
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o D 
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14..n 1" nc • • 10. t every plu . of 
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th J wi:h p pl ) in relation o 
hat they w , • pre­

forg the pro-Zion-
r . lu ion. adopt d b. on-

gre.. and by th D •mocr< • 
Party. Th it 1· IHly 
:how th worlc a he led .,. 
th Am rican Gov 1·nn 
high t • . hav Ii 
cane p di ncy 
pictur . N t only J w., 
numb n-J wish m 
ar de ply di. may •d and an 
by . u ·h in mm·~ I po,, •r po 
And milli n. of J '"'opl) thr u 
th world will find th m .· I· 
comp n, I t > r •ach th c nclu. ·ion 
that in it., for ign poli ·y d •mo­
cratic Am rica i: c m re ~ il to 
th Bri i. h imp rial kite - • 
rn h r ironi • ._·itu< tion in !w r ght 
of Britain : v ry ol>viou. de 1 ('nd-

n u1 on he <I 
Tl it 

)· a ·h 1·i ,int 
Am ·i an t·r d of pr 
t and f he J in ain.·t hope 
f r action on h p~ m r ;ov 

·nn nt. \\ e n•~ liz at 1wri -
an d •m cratic proc .. _.~ c ff •r us 

th p . ibili y of giving mor, on-

er tt• , • Jlrl'. sion o our o lpos1 10n 

to pr •s •n t 1\ mt 1· il', n pol ic·y on 
Pal •stinc. 

.Ju. ·t: m •r· c~ n wo rkc·r s ha\' • 
ri I t and h' nwan.·, t I rough 

th ir Yoting . trPng·th, o oppo:<• 
rn ri ·• n politieal I •tu (: l'. h', 

;vhith i: ch: rit wnt, J to th ·ir vilal 
in •n•;-;ts .J w:, and with wm 
lib •ral ~ n l undc•r: and inµ: non­
Je, ·i:h At l •t ·icans, h: \'( tlw right 
on •k eti ,n day to cont •: h • ·o 1-

tinuan •p in pow •1 of an Admini:­
trati n , ·hich ha: , iad a no ·kt•ry 
< f i :-; 1 wn 1 and politi ·al t'olll 11it ­
nw n t. . \\' h • n in n II i ~ 11 d l ~ 1 t t h • 
J) •110cratic Party will : rain a. k 
ti • Jwopl • for ~uppor . w • :-; I all 
hav _. h • oppor t ni y o n• ,i:t •r 
ir no unc"(.> rtain l 1 rm .- our ·orHh m ­
nation of h • poli<·it·: ar d ~ d ion~ 

~ • ' • 1 nw n t \'it h n • 1 a i o u 

•oriel, 
n i nw:m: lit'• 01· dt•at h 
r h, .J • •i: h p • ,pl •. and d •mo·­

,r r •ad ion for h • >J ti • • 
I•.,: ~ t. \\ t ha ,·c• th • 1·i1,.rh , 

tl duty, lo:. . k au a· ·o ant ­
ing ... 

The British and 'Legality i n Palestine 
Th • l.1bd ••• .. which th British 

Con·n mt•n wi~h immi-
gl"· nt o which 
b ' ·u <l •v r peti • 
into .m u fug 
hind Brit the 
Land an n th i ·lane ypru 
h "una th I iL.. r· but th<·y are 
··megal." 

Th· "hiw'' whid1 b.1 J om P· 
tin • i • th o- lled ii of I 
iHld it, it If, i IIJl• it 
rt·pudi, i< n of om r wJ 
Britain is obli•1.1t<.'cl t l 1t 
1uatt ·r t Jaw, , ho1ly c1p.ut from any 
qu tiun of th thi • • of Brit.tin Ju-

~io11 o Jc' , s fro11 Pale ti11c t r h<' p., 
S 'l'rt } '• r~. 

. forri. on rs. Morr· on 
1 ht' opi111on th.t • h Nl 
r ohli • . th. ,:ith · 

ul tlu- >f h ,mcl 
onttan cir , H.·lcl , 

< • • is, bv D. 
00 ti • • 
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i urchill, the Bri 
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nib r of th r 

ri11dpal n .m it 
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ndt L agu of ... tiou f.imlclt 
for Pal n, hic:h mad th B11tish 



tru tt• ·-n t ma t r of Palestin , Brit in 
accept ·<l four important ondition II 
of which \\ r r •pudi· t d by th 19 9 
White P.1p r. B1 itain, it was agr d, 
would: 

1· •• ... F. c:ilit. t J wi h immigration' 
int l'ttl • tin in. ofar as the right nd 
po itwn of other ction of th popula­
tion wt·r not pr judi d. 

" ... En urag ... closes ttlement 
by J w on th land.'• 

" ... B r ponsible for ... condition 
as will ur the e tablishment of the 
Je i h national home ... 

that "no di crimination of any 
kind hall be made between the inhabi­
tant of Pal stine on the ground of race, 
religion or languag«!." 

Th Mandate was incorporat d bodily 
later in the Anglo-Am rican Convention 
of 1924, tr ·at by whi h th . . A. 
join d th 52 "co-mak r ·" of th Pal • tint> 
Mandat . Artid \ II of th conv •11tio11 
tipulated th t "nothing contain d in h« 

pre ent om: ntion sh 11 b ff ct ·<l h\' 
any modification whi h m y b, mac.I i11 
the t rms of th m. ndat , . rec·t<'<l 
abov , uni such modifk tion ~h.,11 
hav b n nt d to by th 1111 ·d 
Stat ." 

Pledges R pudiated 
From f ct th t th 

P.i r w ed without t •nt 
of th U wa a repudiation of a 
Briti h gation. FDR d <l 
that "th a rnment 
n ,. r gi pp th • Wh 
Paper of 1939." 

But it Pap r • oncilabl 
with blig tio r mor 
ba i .r . 

It pr , s t • • ion f r d 
mi ion of 10,000 J r rr:axi, 
.. if conomic ab or ity p r 
for fi e year plus ,000 " 
contribution towar ution of 
Jewish refug e problem.• 

As to land, it gave the High Commi 
ion r for Palestine general pow t 

"prohibit and regulate transfer of d. 
The subsequent Land Tran fer R ) 
tioos of HMO set up a "free" zone of a u 
500 square miJ , a •prohibited" zoo an 

a " ed.. zone which, in eff 
harr w· h nd ettlement in 95 p 
C nt ) ti 

T e 1 on e p1icit vio] -
tion • h r ui on Brit in to 
" f c:11 " immigration, to fo. ter 
.. lo P sett) " of th 1 nd nd to 

..tvoid cli I imination on racial or r Jigious 
~round . Th are, just a cJ arly a io-
1.,tion of Britain' oblig tion t " cur 
th J wi h . ·.itional Home." 

1t w.i onl b • a 1 rrow margin-an<l 
un<ln tra rdinary circum tance -that 
P. rli.un nt . pprov d th \! hit Pap r. 
The cl.1t of ,t promulgation, May, 193 , 
\\ a <lming Prim .Mini t r viii 
'hamberlain's p c -in-our-time •• p-

p ·a., •m nt ph ; Brit in was acrifi in~ 
her fnC'nd to pla at h r enemi s. Th 
. hit· P.ip ·r wa a op of the Arab w} o, 
tor thre J ·ear , ha heen k ping th 
I loh L n in turmoil un<ler th anti­
B, it1 h n<l nti-J wi h campaign pro­
mot ·<l b Hitl r and fo olini and di­
rected b uch 1 aders as Haj Amin I 
Hu. s ini, the Axi -collaborator x-Mufti 
of J eru alem. 

\Vhat They Said 
It wa not appro ed without om 

trong oic in British affairs being 
rai d against it. For instance: 

Win ton Churchill: .. A plain breach of 
solemn obligation." 
~erbert lo ison: "We regard this 

Whit • Pap ·r an<l thC' poli in it as a 
-nic 1 br h of pl ·dg giv n to the 

J , • , t 1 wm ld , including America 
... I lo thi • thin~ t >cl w shall 
hav dorn· .1 ti in~ whic:h i. di. honorable 
to our 1 m •. whi h i • di r ditable to 
our c pa it~ to govt'rn .md which i dan­
g ·rou lo Briti. h curity, to p a c and 
to th' C'lonomi • int 1 ·,t of th<· world in 
g ·11e1 al ;iml our own country." 

Labor' View 
The Briti h Party (~1t th uth-

'on f rc.•r l}' , < • < • • )ates 
nm pl o ·11 Bal-
l~at dt • 

ough • • • k 
•~ t·11t. e 

~~ g 
if -
1.i n 

e 

f 
e 

1 which 
p to b rbed 

\\ r of 1939 
" . an the 1 w of 
force. 

-BAJ\ E1T Bll.DDSEE. 

1~'?.M. B /✓?/~6 
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Lette rs co the Editor 
A~lERICA QPJ 'ION r\1 'I) P,\LESTL E I 

To the Editor of the Manchester Guardian mine the issue. No party can ignore this 

Sir,-At this moment th~ British and they are clearly taking account oft 

Government, in its blindness. seems to it. It i _ incomprehensible to the i:n~st 
1 

be transforming the friendly attitud intelligent leaders here that the British 
towards the United Kingdom of Ameri- Army was ordered in Palestine to play 
cans who used to be traditiona:ly pro- a role whirh seems to have_ a faint 
Briti h and who showed their deep- tlitlerian odour. '1 he explanation given 
rooted friendship during the first and by the British Government 1s u~~ally 
second world wars, e pecially during the dismissed by the word •· bunkum . -an 
period when the United States were not eloquent word needing no translation. 
vet actively en~aged m those wars and Tnis state of affairs has been arr~vcd 
when the enemy had facilities to foster at without the broadsides of American 
An~lophobe sentiment • Thi· applie Zionism, which _. cm to be presented to 
Particularly to the que. tion or .t' l tine. the people in Britain by t~e Labour 
The effects in the United States of that Gov rnment s an cxplanat10n of the 
crisis have for a long time been mis- fc ling of th m rican peopl .. During 
taken by the British Governm nt a R recent journ y through thirty-two 
propaj?anda fostered by Americ,rn States the vJriter has not once seen anr 

1 Zionist only. This I bell ve to be a cl ar evidenc of he xistence of Amer1-
cc1rdinal misinterpretation of what is can Zionists. ut there was not one 
happeninir. town wh"ch did not discuss the fate of 

The general feeling in the United the refuge ~, i,wd by the Royal avy 
States, which seems to have escaped the outside Haifa. 
British Govern men l's attention, can be The qu stion has often been. aske~ by 
summari ed in the statement made by Americans whether the people m Brita n 
a colour d bootblack \ ho cleaned my arc fully informed by their pre··s of wh~t 
shoes this morning outside the Hotel is happening and wh ther t_he pr ss_ 1s 
Rice. in Hou ton. Texas: "Mister, when afraid to repor some things which 
vou is shore from England you all can might to uncomfortaul to the Govern­
tell your people they need a Abraham rr.ent. The imag;nation or many Arne~·1-
Lincoln. now." Th r seems to be one cans is already_ painting t~e glum. pie­
issue upon which the ~w~ principal po·1- ture of th Brit i. h pr • s being afraid of 
tic?l parties 1n the United S~ate are th threat of nationalisation by the 
united: a de"'p fe 1mg rangm~ from Labour Government. and it !akcs h urs 

, regret to outspok n anger about Pales- 1 of fact a!ld argument to convince thrm, 
tine. And this at a time when an elec- of th, c0ntrary. In fact. the ta ·k ~f I 
lion is p ndmg. It should be r mem- convincing anybod.v 1n America of t~ 
bered that th influence of coloured good f3i h of the Briti h Governn,C'nt :s 
people on an:v pol1t1c~l i<: ue .. whether almost imposs_ible whil the Government I 
they are bootblacks or Judges, 1s practic-

1 

continues on it pre ·ent cour:e. . . 
ally ni"-in this case it is the country as There 1s a rumour that th Z1onis~s, 
a whole. arp about to form t\\O r g1-

0f course thrre is more fo it than just ments of th ir war vet ran::. whieh 
public emotion. Th Democ-ratic parlv would volunte r for s rvicc it~ P~lc:tmc j 
has steadily lost ·upport in the C"Jun- should he ne~d occur. The s:gnificanc­
try and they now tand onlv an almosl of ha rumour may he • en p rhaps in 
equal chance with the Republicans in the summary comm nt mad upon 1t by 
some important . tatcs. s~ecially cw a M\d-W .. t rn newspap r aftl'r r P<;>,rt­
York, Pennsyl ania. and I hno1s. In l mg 1 : Good luck lo you fellows. -
these States the powerful and now Yours. &c.. W. E. HART. 

united J wish vote will no douh! deter- Houston. Texa •. Augu ·t 24. 
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ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE 
COUNCIL 

T HE cstablish1nent of the American Zionist Emergenc Council 
dates back to the beginning of \ Vorld War II. Late in August, 

1939, the 21st Zionist Congress n1et in Geneva. Its work, as conducted in 
the shado, of the in1pending cata trophe, and was indeed cut hort b 
the sudden closing of the international frontiers and the need for dele­
gates to return to their homes , ithout dcla . At a n1ecting of the \Vorld 
Zionist Executive held in those last ten e da s, attended also b leaders of 
the American delegation to the Congress, the implication of the war 
crisis for the immediate f utur of the Zioni t movement w r considered, 
and it as decided, for the period of the ,, ar, to ct up a pecial Emer­
gency Committee in the United States. 

The Em erg enc Co1nmittee for Zioni t A ff airs, as it ·was fir t called, 
was originall establi hcd with two purpose in ie,v. The possibilit 
was foreseen that, as a result of th ,var, the headquarters of the Zi ni t 
Organization in Jerusalem might, b rea on of in a ion or otherwi e, be 
completely cut off from the rest of the mo cment. It ,vas de irable, 
according! , that there should be in exi tence in merica a bod ,vhich 
could, if need be, a um the authority and th functions of Zionist 
leadership. But it ,vas further recognized that whether merica entered 
the war or not, the attitude >f that countr was likcl to be of decisive 
importance in determining the future of the Je,vish ational Home. 
With the eclipse of the Jc,,·i h ommunities of Central and Ea tern 
Europe, the center f gravity for Zi ni m, out ide Palestine, had moved 
clearl and unequi ocally to the Am rican continent. On American 
Zionists would now devolve duties and rcspon ibilities, on the due dis­
charge of ,vhich might ·well depend the fate of the Jewish people in 
Palestine. With this in mind it wa c cntial that an eff cctive in trument 
be created, whose purpose it should be to bring home to the merican 
public and to American political leaders the needs f the J e, as a 
people and the meaning of Pale tine to the Jc\ ish future. A major task 
of public relations, of political action and education as involv,ed, 
requiring a concentration of all the a ailable forces in American Zionism. 

The first eventualit ~ hich the E ·ecutivc had in mind in setting up 
the Emergency Committee ,vas, happil not realized. Despite periods 
of imminent danger, Palestine and the Yishuv remained safe during the 
\-Var. Zionist communications b letter and cable with the rest of the 
Jewish world, outside of Europe, though subject to various wartime dif­
ficulties and restrictions, \-Vere maintained without interruption. In par­
ticular, the Zionist Executive in Jeru alcm continued to function and 
from time to time sent out some of its leading members to guide and 
inform the movement abroad. It was, accordingly, on the second task­
that of directing and coordinating Zionist public relati ns and policy in 
America-that the work of the Emergency Committee has been prima-

3 



American Zionism 
Activized 

rily concentrated. The specifically American character of the Commit­
tee was emphasized by a change in title to that of the American Emer­
gency Committee for Zionist Affairs (later contracted to "American 
Zionist Emergency Council"), as well as in the by-laws adopted in 
January, 1942. The Council today consists of twenty-six members. It 
comprises representatives of the Executive Committees of the Zionist 
Organization of America, Hadassah, Mizrachi and Poale Zion, together 
with a number of leading American Zionists nominated ad personem. 
The Council also includes a number of observers from other Zionist 
groups and from the members in America of the Zionist Actions Com­
mittee. In all, through its constituent and affiliated organizations, the 
Council represents bodies with a membership of more than 500,000. 

A smaller Executive Committee which meets at frequent intervals 
carries on the business of the Council with responsibility to the full 
membership. In the initial period, Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Mr. Louis 
Lipsky and Dr. Solomon Goldman constituted a presidium at the head 
of the Council, and later Dr. Wise was nominated as its Chairman and 
Judge Louis E. Levinthal as Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

During the earlier months of its existence, the Emergency Council 
functioned rather as an interparty body for receiving reports and for 
deciding on matters of common interest to the four constituent groups, 
than as the initiator and director of an active program of political action 
on the American scene. It as not till late in 1940 that a full-time 
Secretary ,vas appointed and that the Council acquired offices of its own. 
The appointment, too, in January, 1941, of Mr. Emanuel Neumann as 
Executive Officer in charge of a Department of Public Relations and 
Political Action (a position from ,vhich he resigned in December, 
1942), and of the late Rehaviah Lewin-Epstein as Director of an Eco­
nomic Department, marked an important development in the work of 
the Council. . 

However, despite the fact that a number of important activities 
\ ere initiated by the Council during this period, it was clear that 
Zionist political and public relations , ork was not being carried forward 
on the American scene with the required scope and effectiveness. The 
need for an over-all program of action to activize the American Zionist 
masses . of all parties, and for strong centralized direction '\Vas \videl 
recognized by the leaders of our movement in Palestine, London and 
the United States. Consequently, a complete reorganization of the 
Cou_ncil was effected in August, 1943 when, at the request of Dr. Chaim 
We~zmann, as well as of Dr. Stephen S. Wise \Vho had been serving as 
Chairman of the Council, Dr. Abba Hillel Silver accepted the leadership 
of American Zionist political and public relations work. Dr. Silver 
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POLITICAL 
REPRESENTATIONS 

bccan1e Co-Chairman of th 
the Exccuti e Committee. 

uncil with Dr. \Vise, and Chairman of 

\Vith the obj ct of initiating an extensive nation-wide public rela­
tions progra1n, the Council was th roughl reorganized, a much larger 
budget secured and it staff and cope of peration greatl enlarged. A 
nun1ber of sp cial departments were e tabli hed, headed b c, perts in 
their re pective fields, including tho c dealing \ ith Inf orn1ation, Com­
m unit r Contact , Publications, p akers, Research Clui tian Opinion, 
An1erican Je\\'ish Religiou Fore s, pecial Events, Labor Relations, etc. 
Of special ignificance , a the e tabli hment thr ughout the country of 
1nore than 400 local Zionist Emergenc Committee , representing all 
Zionist parties, \\'hich were organiz d for p litical action and public rela­
tions act1 1ty in very n1ajor m rican c mmunit_ , and all of \: hich 
continue to receive r gular direction and guidance fron1 the e, York 
headquarters. 

'fhou and of iitorial in pap rs ranging fron1 countr journals to 
n1 tropolitan dailic , and innun1crable telegrams and letters which bol­
ster d the uncil' \\' rl in \ Va. hingt n, a w 11 as large numbers of 
rallies radio addre cs and article b Jc\ i h and non-Jewish leaders, 
testified t th new itality permeating mcrican Zi ni m following the 
reorganization of the Council. 

~fhroughout it e. ·i tenc the C uncil has, through it repre cnta­
tiv , be n in comn1unication with the D part1n nt of tate in Wash­
ingt n (a perman nt office of the C uncil, under the direction of Rabbi 
L on I. Feuer, was e tabJi hed in Wa hington late in 1943), the British 
Eml>a . , or, n ccasion, ,vith the en o of other f reign countries, 
in regard to variou n1att r of political concern as the aro e. Thus, 
repre entation were 111ade and detailed n1en1 randa ubmitted on such 
matter a the plan for the e tabli hment of a Palestine Jewish Army; the 
que tions a ciat d with the tran fer to Pale tine of the 800 refugee 
children in ~reheran to ho111 th Iraqi J0vernment had refused transit 
faciliti s; th que tion of Jewish immigrati n int Palestine in general; 
and in particular the burning issue of the r f ugce ships - the Stru111a, 
the Atlantic, the Patria and so forth - ·with their tragic cargo of 
hun1an being fleeing the azi extermination camps; the repatriation of 
the l\lauritius deportees; the Bermuda Conference; the question of 
Jcwi h reprc cntati n at the San Franci co meeting of the United 

ation ; and, more rccentl , the demand for the immediate transfer to 
Pale tine of 100,000 refugees from the C:xerman and Austrian camps; the 
indictment of the ~1ufti a a " ar criminal; and the question of the recog­
nition of Transjordan as an independent state. Fundamental questions 
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THE BILTMORE 
CONFERE CE 

AMERICAN 
JEWISH 
CONFERENCE 

concerning the political future of Palestine and its establishment as a 
Jewish Commonwealth \\ ere dealt \.Vith in comprehensive memoranda 
presented to the A1ncrican authorities on a number of occasions. Among 
these were detailed statements submitted for the consideration of Presi­
dent Roosevelt and President T roman at the time of the Yalta and the 
Potsdam Conferences, respectively. 

Among other matters with ,vhich the Council was concerned in 
the earlier part of the war was also the escape from unoccupied Europe 
of pron1inent Zionists ,vho had obtained temporary haven in Soviet­
occupied territory, in unoccupied France and elsewhere, for whom no 
possibility existed at the time to get to Palestine, and ,vho ,vere enabled 
to come to the United States. In this connection, the Council worked in 
close touch with the Chairman of the President's Advisory Committee 
on Refugees. The attitude of the State Department in this regard, ,vhich 
had originall been one of ,villing cooperation, undenvent a change in 

eptember and October of 1940, ,vhen a virtual stop was put to the 
i suance of Emergency Visitors' Visas. Subsequently, ho,vever, there 
was some modification in the attitude of the Department and a small but 
stead stream of permits ,va issued to Zionist refugees on the initiative 
of the Council. 

The ,vider i sues of the p t- 1ar settlement in regard to Palestine 
began to come to the fore as a result of the calling together, at the 
instance of the E1nergenc Council, of the Extraordinary Zionist Con­
ference ,vhich was con ened at the Biltmore Hotel in Ne,v York on 
1a 9-11, 1941. The Bilunore Conference, ,vhich undoubtedly marked 

a milestone in the development of Zionist policy, ·was significant as the 
first representative gathering in n1any ears of all parties in American 
Zionism, and its in1portance ,vas enhanced b the presence of Dr. Chaim 
\Veizmann, President of the Jewish Agency, and of i\1r. David Ben­
Gurion, Chairman of the E,'ecuti e. In its concluding Resolution the 
Conference ,vas responsible for a clear and important enunciation of 
Zionist aims and principles, ,vhich has subsequently become famous as 
the Biltmore Resolution. 

A further event of major importance in crystallizing and con.firming 
merican Je"·ish opinion on the Palestine issue, as the inaugural gather­

ing of the American Je"·i h Conference. The Conference, in the calling 
of \ hich the American Zioni t Emergenc Council played an important 
role, met in the late summer of 194 3, f ollo\ving several months of nego­
tiations bet\ een Zionist and non-Zionist bodies. It constituted the first 
democraticall -elected bod , representative of the totality of American 
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MASS 
DEMONSTRATIONS 

AMERICAN 
CHRISTIAN 
PALESTINE 
COMMITIEE 

J wry and entitled t peak on it behalf, inc ,, rld War I. The 
Conference ,va deepl_ cone rn d with the urgent problems of re cue 
and relief, but it a\\' then1 in th ir hi toric per pcctive, and d ted itself 
to the temporar a ,\. 11 a to th perman nt luti n with ut acri­
ficing ne to the other. 'fhc Re olution ad pt d b an ov rwhclming 
majorit at the c ndu i n of th onf r nee in ffcct regi tercd the 
collective will f th J \\' of m rica in upport f the Biltmore Pro­
gram. Fr 111 that tim n th r c uld b n qu tion that th J w of 

n1enca, a a gr up, w r enthu ia ticall.. l chind the J wi h C mm n­
wealth pr gram. 

t different tim s the Zi mi ·t Emcrg ncy ouncil has been re pon­
iblc f r the h lding (al n or with th r bodies) fa number f great 

public me ting . 1~h fir t f the e d n1c n tration wa that at 1adi on 
quarc Garden cw Y rk ity in July 1941, in connecti n with th 

de p rate plight f th Jews in azi-occur icd Europ . imilar gather-
ing which dr w a hug audienc "a h Id on th f the c.ff ctive 
dat f the \ hit Pap r ,vhil another n t worth_ mas rall , attended 
b_ ome 60 ooo p opl , t I plac in L wisohn tadium, ,v '\ ork in 

pril, 1945. Even thi aathering ,va dwarf d h wcv r, b a later open­
air d m n tration in i\Iadi on qua Parl to prote t Briti h polic. in 
Pal tine, at which th s pr cnt t tallcd m re than 2 0,000. Such n1cet­
ing in e,v '\'. rk '" r gen r ll_r follo,,·ed or upplcmcntcd b other 
gr at gath ring in leading citic throughout th c untr_ . Furth r detail 
on the e and ther demon trati ns arc included later in thi report. 

ociated with th merican Zi ni t Em rg n . C uncil in it 
e.ff rt t pre nt the Pale tine i uc bef re the public arc n: o leading 
11011-J ,vish group : th mcri an Pal tine Committee, founded in 

pril 1941 und r th Chairman hip of S nator R bert F. "\Vagner and 
the Chri tian Council n Pal tine head d b Dr. Henr tkin on . 
The merican Pale tin Committee i compo ed of leading mcrican 
di tingui hed in man_ ,valk of public life, , ho de ire, through its 
m diun1, t ignif th ir inter t in and goodwill toward the movement 
t rec tabli h the Jewi h ati nal Home in Pale tine. The member hip 
of the Committee no, e. ceeds 1 5 ,ooo including 1 7 State Governors, 
61 enat r , 150 Congre n1en, as, ell as man other well known in the 
nation's civic and religion life. 

The Chri tian Council on Pale tine comprises a membership of 
2 400 leading clcrg men reprc nting all hri tian den minati n and 
has taken an active part both in inf rming clerical groups and enlisting 
their support for the Jewish ational Home. 

In 1\1a , 1946, the tw bodic merged a the merican Chri tian 
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Palestine Committee. In addition to Senator \Vagner and Dr. Atkinson 
as Founders and Honorary Chairn1en, there ,vere appointed as Co-Chair­
men, Senator Owen Brewster, Senator James 1\1. Mead and the Rev. Dr. 
Daniel A. Poling. Dr. Carl Hermann Voss was appointed as Chairman 
of the Executive Council ·while Dean Ho,vard l\1. LeSourd continued 
as Director of the joint organization. 

The members of these bodies have been kept informed, by the 
circulation of memoranda and other material, of developments in the 
Palestine situation, and they have on various occasions taken action in 
support of the Zionist position. The American Palestine Committee has 
held a series of impressive annual dinners in Washington, attended b 
many distinguished Americans as ,, ell as by the representatives of 
various foreign governments. Of special interest, too, have been the 
, ell-attended all-day discussion meetings associated ,vith the more recent 
of these functions. In addition, the American Palestine Committee and 
the Christian Council on Palestine have sponsored a number of out­
standing regional conferences on Palestine in several of the larger Amer­
ican cities, notably in e, York, Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati, 
Detroit, Houston and Philadelphia. These ,vere addressed by prominent 
speakers and , ere attended by man tens of thousands of persons. 
Reference ma also be made to the successful inception, during the 
last two years, in conference held at Princeton and Ocean City, of 
annual seminars for speakers and others specially interested in a deeper 
study of the problems invol ed. 

An important action initiated under the auspices of the American 
Palestine Committee as one of its earlier activities , as the issuance of a 
Declaration signed by more than nvo-thirds of the Senate and approxi­
mately n o hundred members of the House of Representatives, reiterat­
ing support of the Jewish ational Home. The Declaration, entitled 
"The Common Purpose of Civilized l\1ankind," as published in many 
tens of thousands of copies and received wide distribution. It constituted 
a valuable pointer to Congres ional opinion in connection ith the intro­
duction at a later date of the Palestine Resolution in the United States 
Congress. 

Again in 1944-194 5, a "Letter to the President," urging action in 
behalf of Jc\ ish settlement in Palestine and its establishment as a Je\\'ish 
Commonv ealth, , as circulated among members of Congress and ,vas 
signed b 5 5 Senator and 261 Representatives. 

The grov ing public interest in the Pale tine issue was further given 
expression b the passage of Resolutions b State Legislatures through­
out the country in support of the J e,vish ational Home and of the 
reestablishment of the Je\ ish Common,vealth. o less than fort -one 
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'tate Legi lature. , representing approximat ly 8 5 % f the population 
of the United tates ha adopted Re oluti n along these lines. 

This acti it \\'a uppl m ntcd by a Petition in imilar term signed 
by 40 "tate Go ernor and submitt d to the Pre ident in1mcdiatel) 
prior to his departure for hi hi toric conference with the British Prime 
~linistcr and i\1ar hal talin in B rlin. rfh Petition ,vas initiated under 
the sponsorship of G ernor i\1 ore of Utah, a Chairn1an of the Confer­
ence of tate Go ern r tog ther with the J ernor of e\ Y rk, 

1a sachu etts, Rhode I land and C nn cticut. 

The 111erican Pal tinl,; Committee and the Christian Council 
jointl. ponsor a I cture bureau "Club Pr gram .. r ice" which timu­
late an intere t in the Pal stin que tion on th part f communit , 
college church and won1en's gr up , as ,vell as radio broadcasting ta­
tion throughout the country and al o pr ide the group with cffcc­
u l cturers. 

Club Pr gram er 1c ha al o f o t r d the de lopmcnt of promi­
nent n n-Jewish platform per onalitic and t da. r has e cral hundred 
pr -Zionist Chri tian I turer available to audienc s in the United 

tates. In this fashion the Briti h and rah anti-Zioni t propagandists 
ha e been c unteracted, and th Zioni t po ition pre nted effectivcl 
thr ugh ut America. 

Earl in n1b r 1945 th r tool place in \Va hington an Inter-
national Chri tian Conf erenc on Pale. tine, which wa attended by rep­
c entativcs of no le than thirt nations. Among a number of dis­
tingui hcd gu t who cam to m rica to att nd the Conf rence were 

1r . L rna \Vingate, wido,v of th Briti h General, Ordc Charle \Vin­
gate, and cnator Gonzalez \ idcla recentl clc ted President of the 
Republic of Chile. s a result of the Conference the "World Committee 
for Palestine" wa e tab]i hed with ... ir Ell worth Flavellc of Canada as 
Chairman. The \Vorld om mitt c for Pale tin ha been working in 
cl e a ociation with the merican Chri tian Palestine Committee and 
ha concerned it elf more particularl with the Latin American countries 
and Canada. The W rld Committee recent!_ arranged f r Dr. Gu tavo 
Gutierrez, a prominent Cuban personalit , who had become kcenl. 
interested in the problem of the Jewi h people and of Palestine ( which 
he has recently vi ited) to tour the South mcrican countrie , ,vhere he 
e tabli hcd man important contact . 
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Organized American labor, too, has made an important and 
positive contribution to the Zionist effort. l\1any labor leaders indi­
vidually, as \ ell as nmnerous trade unions, have placed themselves on 
record in support of Zionist aims. The American Je,vish Trade Union 
Committee, headed by l\1r. l\1ax Zaritsky, has been especially effective 
in obtaining adherence to the Zionist program of the federated trade 
union groups. Indicative of the attitude of organized labor in behalf of 
Jewish aspirations in Palestine may be mentioned the follo\ ing: On 
September 11, 1944, the e,v York State C.1.O. Conference adopted a 
resolution similar in tern1s to the Palestine Resolution then pending before 
Congress; on September 2 1, 1944 and October 2 3, 1945, the Ohio State 
Federation of Labor and the e,v Jersey State C.I.O. like,vise adopted 
pro-Palestine resolutions; on November 13, 1944 the National Conven­
tion of the American Federation of Labor unanimously approved the 
Palestine resolution ,vhich ,vas submitted to the Conference, and in­
structed its President, William Green, to use his good offices in behalf 
of the fulfillment of the purpose of the resolution. The Council of 
Indu trial Organizations, at its ational Convention, also placed itself 
on record in fa or of the Palestine Resolution in Congress and the estab­
lishment of a Je,vish Commo1nvealth. 

The American Palestine Comn1ittee and the Christian Council have 
i sued a con iderable number f pamphlets ,vhich have been ,videl 
circulated. These include "The oice of Christian America"; Sumner 
\,V ellc ' recent "Pale tine s Rightful Destin "; "The Arabs and Pales­
tine" b Albert Ein tein and Eric Kahler; "Before the Bar of History," 
a discu sion of the Arab question b. the Reverend Wendell Phillips; 
Professor Eduard Lindeman's "Palestine, Test of Democrac ," and 
American edition of the Reverend Dr. orman MacLean's scathing 
indictment of Britain's immigration policy under the \,Vhite Paper, 
entitled "His Terrible S,vift word," and of Victor Gollancz's " o­
,vhere to La Their Heads." 

A large number of pan1phlets , ere also issued by the American 
Zionist Emergency C uncil and ,vere distributed in many tens of 
thousands of copies to selected individuals and groups throughout the 
countr . Some of these pamphlets are "Je,vs Arabs and the Middle East" 
b Ephraim Broido; a legal memorandum on "Britain and Palestine" b 
Arthur Lourie; "\Ve Do ot Want to Return to the Past" b Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann; "The Jewish Case," a statement prepared primarily for the 
delegates to the United ations Conference in San Francisco; "Palestine 
in the Pre s"-being material fr m the American press of August 1946; 
Ernst Frankenstein's "Open Letter to Ernest Bevin"; an American edi­
tion of "Soldiers from Judaea," a description of the Palestine Je,vish 
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Units by Rabbi Louis Rabinowitz, form r Chief Chaplain of the Briti h 
Eighth Arm ; and a jubilee tiition of I lcrzl s 'Jewish 'tare. ' In addi­
tion th ouncil ha , be n acti ly concerned with th promotion of 
Ernst Franl enstcin ' Justice for 1'1. P ople (Dial Press), Professor 
Carl Friedrich s " m rican Policy '] oward Pal tine ' (Public ffair 
Pres), Dr. \Valtcr C. Lowdermill' now r n wncd volun1c 'Palestine, 
Land of Promis " (liarper's), and ,·ro \\ 'hom Pale tine?" b Frank 
Gerva i ( pplcton Century). 

~fhe Council publishes, f urth r, a monthly bulletin of information 
and opini< n call d Pal tin , \\ hich i widcl , di tributed am ng gov­
ernment, academic and journali tic circles. The Council \\'a also re­
spon iblc for th publication in 194-5 of an in1portant olum , " merica 
and Palestine, \\'hich gi e the hi tor of merica' de p and c ntinuous 
int re t in th J wish Tational I Jome o r a period of many year . 
1 'he bool includ all important documents bearing n the ubject and 
record the opinion f o er + member. of th Congre of the United 

tat at th tim -7 7 ~o of th cntir boch·-in fa r of Zionist 
asp1rauons. 

R arch Dcpartm nt of the Em rg ncy ouncil wa establi h d 
in 19+) headed b 7 Dr. I. B. l rlcon, who directed it acti ities until 
1946. 1~hi dcpartn1 nt prov ·d an im r ant adjunct to the \ ork of the 
C uncil. It has had the u on loan f the aluablc collection f the Esco 
F oundati n, and ha it lf built up an c. ten i c 11 ction of docu-
111 ntary n1aterial r la ting t Pal tin . ·r h R earch Department pub­
ii he a n1onthl re ic,,· of d • lopm nt with r gard to Pale tine, cn­
titl d "Pale tine ffair ," which has been nthu ia ticall r ceivcd in 
academic and other circl . 1 'he Zioni t rchi c and Librar have also 
pro ed an in aluablc suppkm ·ntar. sourc of r fer nee and research. 

The n1ost important step tal en b the mcrican Zi ni t Emergency 
Council on the p litical front \\ ·a the introduction of the Pal tine Re o­
lution in both Hous of ongress. In 1944, th effective date of the 
\ bite Pap r guillotin on Jewi h irnmirrration into Pale tine \ as 
approaching. ot onl. wa it timcl) that the Congre of the United 
States should again, after an inter al of ncarl_ a quarter of a ccntur_ , 
plac it elf unequivocally n record in fa or of Zioni t aspirations, but 
the er discu i n of our problc1n in thi great forum of public opinion 
wa in it elf a political event. Th Resolution served a a target further 
on \J hich the Council could ffectivcl_ concentrate its propaganda. It 
wa a step taken onl after long and critical deliberation and after a 
s stematic can a of Congressional pinion, both through the Local 
Emcrgenc Committee and through the Washington Bureau, had been 
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"Conspiracy 
of Silence" 
Broken 

made. The introduction of the Resolution in the House of Representa­

tives was preceded by warn1 statements of endorsement on the part of 
the leaders of both of the great political parties. Similarly, the introduc­

tion of the Resolution in the Senate, under the sponsorship of Senators 

Wagner and Taft, was preceded b_ strong supporting statements by 

both the majority and minorit leaders of that body. Hearings took place 
before the House Foreign Affairs Committee for four days in the month 

of February, 1944. The Zionist position ,vas presented with great dis­

tinction by the Zionist leaders, including Dr. Silver, Dr. Wise, Mr. 
Emanuel eumann, Dr. Israel Goldstein, l\lr. Herman Shulman, l\1r. 

Louis Lipsky, Rabbi \,Vol£ Gold, l\lr. David Wertheim, Mrs. Moses P. 

Epstein, Dr. Jan1es G. Heller and others not directly associated with the 

Zionist organizations. The officially published reports of the Hearings, 
indeed, contain one of the most complete, , ell-documented and con­

vincing statements of the Zionist case in existence. Magnificent support 

came f ron1 the Local Committees. From centers, large and small, 

throughout the countr , hundreds of thousands of letters, postcards 

and telegrams poured in upon the Members of the Senate and the House. 

Congressmen ,vcre unani1nous in stating that they had seldom seen such 

a remarkable expression of public interest in a piece of legislation. 

One immediate result of all this was that the "conspiracy of silence" 
on the Palestine i sue, , hich seem d to have developed in Washington 

as eff cctivel broken. Less than a ear previously, there had even been 

the danger that an official dcn1and might be issued, backed up by the 

authority of the chiefs of the Go crnn1ents of the United States and 

Great Britain, calling for a cc ation for the time being of all discussion 

of the Palestine question. This proposal had been shelved only after the 

most strenuous cff orts on the part of the then leaders of the Council. 

o, , Pale tine was definite! placed on the agenda of public opinion 

as one of the vital issues of the hour, and the justice of the case for a 

Jewish Palestine was brought home to the American people as ne er 
before. 

Unfortunate! , at a critical moment in the consideration of the 

Re oluti n b the House F reign Affairs Committee, the War Depart­

ment brought ab ut a postponement of action on militar grounds. It 

, as nevertheless apparent to the ational Administration that Congress 

,vas over, helming! in favor of the Resolution and that a large section 

of American public opinion was deeply concerned over the deferment 

of action on the measure. In response to this tremendous public pressure, 

the President, on March 9, 1944, issued what ,vas the first clearcut 

e pression of sympath \) ith Zionist aims to come from a leader of any 

of the great po,vers since the beginning of the war. The President 
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authorized Dr. il rand Dr.,, i , C -Chairn1 n of the Council, to is uc 
in hi nan1e a public statcm nt to th effect that th merican Govcrn­
n1cnt ha ne r gi en it appro al t the , , hit Paper of 19 3 9 ... and 
that when futur deci ion ar reach d full ju tice will be done to th sc 
,vh k a J wi h ati nal I-I me.' The Pr i<lcnt' tatement was the 
n1ore ignificant coming as it did immediat ly f ll wing a seric of pro­
tc t to \ \ a hington from variou, \rab , tat xpr ing concern with 
the 111erican attitud on th Pal , ·tin i u . 

\ Yhile Congrc ional action on the Palcstin R oluti n was f r th 
tin1 being d f rr d, the Council did not u pend it acti ities. In th 
summ 'f f 1944 b th the R publican and D rnocrati parti s h ld their 
national conventi n -prior to th nati nal cl ction -and the C uncil 
there£ r hifte<l it political front fr 111 , \ a hingt n t Chicago, wh r 
the e c n enti n ,v re taking place. 

In Jun , 1944, th R publican Part, adopted a forthright plank on 
Pal tine pl dging unequi cal upp< rt t the full Zi ni t program. This 
wa follow d in July, 1944, b, th Pale ·tin plank in the platf rn1 of 
the D 111 cratic Party whi h put th party of the ational dmini tra­
tion on rec rd a f llow : 

'fVe fa or tbe op niu 7 of Pal tine to unrestricted J ewisb 
i11111zigration and oloni-::ation and such a poli y as to result in 
tbe establisb11zent tbere of a fr and de11zocratic Je ish co1n-
11zon ealtb. ' 

Th plank r pr cnt d an act unpr ccd nt d in mcrican political 
hi tor and erv d dramaticall t gi e n tice that the merican people 
\\' re o n, h lmingly in ·mpath with the aim f the Zi nist move­
ment. 

ub equcntl , on Oct bcr 15, 1944, in hi hi t ric message to the 
Zi ni t Organization of America, th lat Pr ident R sevclt gave hi 
upp rt t the plank in the Den1 cratic platf rm and tated: 

Efforts will be 'made to find appropriate ways and 1neans 
of effectuating tbis policy as soon as possible. I know how long 
and ardently tbe Je ish p ople ha e worked and prayed for 
tbe establisbnzeut of Palestine as a free and denzocratic Jewish 
Co1nuzonwealth. l a1n convinced that the A111erican people give 
tbeir support to this ai111 and if re-elected I shall help to bring 
about its realization." 

This po ition ,va reaffirmed b the President n l\1arch 16, 194 5-
ver hortl before his death. Five , eeks later, on pril 20, 1945 Pre i­
dent Truman authorized the i uance of a statement to the effect that 
he intended to carry out Pre ident Roo evelt's polic , \ ith \ hich he 
\ as full familiar. 
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In October 1944, the 111ilitary objection to the passage of the Con­
gressional Resolution ,vas ,vithdrawn. In the light of the planks adopted 
by both the Democratic and Republican Parties, as well as of the state-
111ent of October 15 of President Roosevelt, it \\ as decided that an effort 
should be made to reopen the matter of the Congressional Resolution 
which had Iain dorn1ant since the previous l\1arch. Before taking action 
in the matter, however, clearance for the Resolution ,, as sought from 
President Roose elt and Secretar of State Stettinius; but, instead of the 
expected concurrence of the Administration, vigorous opposition on the 
part of the President and l\1r. Stettinius was encountered. Late in 

,. ovember the Taft-\Vaguer Resolution, as it ,vas called, came up for 
action again in the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, where it 
was considered at three successive n1eetings. The State Department and 
the President, however, remained obdurate in their position that the 
passage of the Resolution ,vas inopportune. The matter came up for a 
vote in the enate Foreign Relations Committee on December 1 1, 1944. 
On this occasion 1\lr. Stettinius made the last in a series of personal 
appearances before the Committee, and, in the name of the National 
Administration, argued against its passage. Such pressure from the Execu­
tive branch of the American Government made it impossible to pass the 
Resolution, and it , as finally tabled by a bare 111ajority in the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

violent controvcrs_ had d • loped \\·ithin the Council ,vhen the 
dministration's opposition to action on the Resolution, as encountered. 

ome members of the Council thought it inadvisable to proceed with the 
matter and assured leader of the Governn1cnt that they would not press 
for the Palestine Resolution against the wishes of the Administration. 
Dr. Silver, supported b_ other n1cmbcrs of the Council, took a different 
vie,v of the situation. He felt that every effort should be made to induce 
the Administration to ,vithdra w its pposition to the Resolution-which 
opposition , as dia1netrically oppo ed to the stand taken publicl by 
President Roosevelt and his party. 

nf ortunatel , the proponents of these nvo different vie\vs also 
adopted conflicting procedures in ,vashington. Thus, ,vhile Dr. Silver 
ought to carry out the Council's decision to seek the removal of Admin­

istrati n opposition, other Zionist leaders informed official Washington 
that the \\'ere not pressing for the Re olution. Following the tabling of 
the Palestine Resolution, the far-reaching controversy ,vithin the Council 
culminated in the resignation of Dr. Silver from his position as Co-Chair­
man of the Council and Chairman of the Executive Committee. 

In the reorganization ,vhich follo,ved, Dr. Wise was 'elected Chair­
man, and Dr. Ha im Greenberg became Chairman of the Executive 

14 



PASSAGE OF 
THE PALESTINE 
RESOLUTION 
IN CONGRESS 

Committ , \\ ith th late i\lr. I lcrman ._ hulman a Chairman f a mall 
dmini trati Committ . 

The aforcrn ntioncd controvcr , T wa not confined t > th Zioni t 
l adcr hip, but al agirat d th Zi~ni. t ran}- and fil • through nt th 
ountry. In th month that f< II< \\ ' d, th is u s \\ ·r d bat d through­
ut m rica and it b ·came cl ar that th Yi w r presented by Dr. il r 

-that fa oring a pr gram of militant p >litical action to 111 vc th 
ational dmini tration to follow a line in kc ping with it own publi 

plcdg -wa ict >rious in th ar na of public opinion. -rh d mand for 
a clo ing of Zioni t rank and f r the recall of Dr. ii r to act1 
leader hip b cam er mor insi tent, and finally in Jul , 1945, there 
wa a f urthcr r ·organization. Dr. ii er and J)r. \ Vi. • b came Joint 

hairmcn of the Council and Dr. ~ il r wa cl etc i Chairman of th 
Exccuti Con1mitt . 

Th R lution wa . ul scqu ntlr r intro iu • d into Congr in 
m what r vi d form, and this tim aft r a f urth r brief hearing in 

the Hou c F orcign ff air ommittcc ,vh r th Zi ni. t p sition ,va 
cffccti cl • stat d bv i\Ir. Emanu 1 r umann and aft r a full dcbat c n 
th floor f th natc wa at l nath pa. d b_ o cnvh lming ot n 
Dcccn1ber 17, 194 in th n, tc an l n De mbcr 19, 1945 111 the 
H u . Th Joint Re oluti< n >I lud d a. f llo, : 

... Tb r fore be it RES tVEI) by tbe e11at (tbe House 
of Repr ntatives 011 ·11rri11 ) That tb interest sbo ·n by 
tbe Pr sid Jzt in the solution of tbis proble111 is bereb co111-
111e11ded aud tbat tbe United , tates sball use its f{Ood offices 
witb tb 111andatory po'v.:er to tbe end tbat Palestin sball be 
opened for fr entry of J erz.cs into that country to tb, 111axi-
1nu111 of its agri ultural and eco110111i potentialities and tbat 
there sball be full opportunity for colo11izatio11 and de elop-
111e11t, so tbat th 1nay freely proceed itb tbe up building of 
Palestine as tb J ewisb national bon1e and in association itb 
all ele111e11ts of tbe population establi b Palestine as a de1110-
crntic co1111J1onwealtb in rz1:bicb all 1nen regardless of race or 
creed sball bn e equal rigbt . 

The pa ag f the Pal tine R oluti n by the L gi lati bran h 
f the nitcd State G v rnmcnt thu confirm d a an c, pr ion of 
mcrican p lie all of the aforcmention d public tatcmcnt in upport 

of Zioni m. The Re lution al o er cd notic on the Briti h G crn-
mcnt a well a. on th m ri an ational dmini tration that th 

mcrican pc plc peaking through Congre , c ntinuc to regard th 
international pledge of a Jcwi. h ational I-Jome a morall and I gall. ? 
binding, and will eek its f ulfillmcnt. 

15 



ATIITUDE 
OF THE 
ADMINISTRATION 

Despite these striking expressions of official support for the Zionist 
position, it would be idle to ignore the fact that the Executive branch of 
the Government of the United States has not in the past been vigilant 
to secure that this sentiment of the An1erican people and Congress should 
be reflected in action. Too often there has been an unfortunate contra­
diction between American official pronouncements favoring the Je,vish 

ational Home and concrete action to"'ards their fulfillment. 

Thus the declaration of the President of March 1944, that the 
United States had never approved the ,vhite Paper and that full justice 
, ould be done to those ,vho seek a Je,vish ational Home, ·was not in 
fact f ollo,ved by an official representations to the British Government. 
Indeed, as if to indicate that it ,vas not to be inferred from this declara­
tion that the American Government was embarking on a ne,v policy 
to,vards Palestine, a telegram ,vas sent b_ the State Department, ,vith 
the approval of the President, to the heads of the Arab countries, renew­
ing assurances previously given that no decision on Palestine would 
be reached , ithout full consultation between both Arabs and Jews. 
Similarly, President Roosevelt's admirable statement to the Convention 
of the Zionist Organization of America of October 1 5, 1944, was not 
followed up by any action. On the contrary, as already indicated, when 
the Palestine Resolution "a revived follo, ing the ,:vithdra, al of the 
objections of the War Department, str ng opposition ,vas encountered 
from the President and Secretar of State Stettinius. The matter ,vas 
brought into the open in connection with the publication by Secretary 
of State B rnes, in October, 1945 of the exchange of correspondence 
benvecn President Roosevelt and King Ibn Saud. In dealing ,vith this 
correspondence, the En1ergency Council issued a widely publicized 
statement in , hich it ,, as pointed out that, despite the unbroken chain 
of pro-Zionist promises and pronouncements on the part of the American 
Government, the polic the e pre sed had not been translated into 
action and that, on the contrary, b_ numerous acts and omissions on the 
part of the Administration the Arab leaders had been emboldened to 
allege that the American Government , as, in fact, withholding its sup­
port from the Zionist cause. The statement of the Emergency Council, 
\ hich was i sued in the form of a letter to the Secretary of State, ,vent 
on to revie\: the situation in the light of the Ibn Saud correspondence 
and concluded b pointing out that the menacing " ords of the spokes­
men of countries which had not lifted a finger in their own defense 
during the ,var should not be allowed to deflect the United States Gov­
ernment from a just course of action , hich had received overwhelming 
endorsement on the part of the American people. 

It seems clear that not until late in August, 1945 did the United 
States Government take an action or make any representations to the 
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THE 
UNITED NATIONS 
CONFERENCE AT 
SAN FRANCISCO 

• 

ANGLO-AMERICAN 
COMMITTEE 
OF INQUIRY 

Briti h G crnmcnt, either t p n the d r f Pal stine t J wish 
immigration r to live up to th obligation ,vhich it had a sumed. 
In that n1onth Pre id nt rf rum an . nt his now-farnou letter to Prime 
~lini tcr ttlee requ ting that I ooo c rcificatc be grant d for th 
immigration f Jews into Pal tin . The fir tr al tep f rward wa thu 
taken in th dir ction of int rv ning acti Iv in the Pale tine ituation 
and of putting an end t \\·hat had d ~ lop lint a dang r n ta! mate. 

R prcscntati f th m ri ·an Zioni. t Em rgen y Council pla. d 
a ry acti part, in collaboration \\ ith th J ,, i h g ncy for Pal . tin , 
ins king t protect the right f th J wi h pc plc in regard t Palestine 
at the United ation Confcrcnc at ~ an Franci co in pril and fay, 
1945. The Zi ni tr pre cntativcs k pt in clo. t uch with de loprncnts 
in the Tru tccship and oth r r I ant c mmitt c and b_ tablishing 
and maintaining contact with m mb rs f th kc. d I gation , a ,veil 
a b the circulation f pccially pr par d memoranda and th r appro­
priat material th . k pt the onf r nc d l gate full inf rmcd n 
the Zioni t p int of vie, . Th ff rt w r ucc f ul to the ext nt 
that a special afcguarding clau. wa. ntually intr due d int rti l 

o of th Tru tc hip Chapt r < f th Chart r f th n ,v Int rf\ational 
Organizati n, whose pccific purpo it is to pr crve c ·i ting Jc, i h 
rights under the Palestine lan<la c. rfhi do not, of cour e, provide 
an an w r t th fundamental 1ucsti n r gardinrr th political future f 
th J wi h ati nal H me. n de i i n n that qu ti n , a utsid 
the c p f the an Franci co nf r nc which wa. concern d , ith 
general principl and n t with indi idual t rritori . t the ame tim 
the inclu i n f the safeguarding lau e wa imp rtant, ince \i ithout it 
the p cial right and po ition f th J wi h p pl in r gard t Pale tine 
n1ight \vell hav be n prejudiced b_ the tat ment f general principle 
laid do\ n in the l"'ru tee hip hapt r in r p ct t d pendent territori 
as a, hole. 

In ugu t and Sept mber, 1945, it became evident that the Labor 
Government ,vas about t repudiate the pr mi es to , hich, a a part 
out f offic , it had committed it elf v r man car in connection \: ith 
the Jewi h ational H n1e. On ptcmbcr 2 3, Dr. il er and Dr. \Vi 
i sued a tatemcnt declaring that the Jc,\ ish people , ould re ist to the 
bitter end the reported British dcci ion to continue the White Paper 
polic . In order to give oice t the indignati n of merican J wr at 
this betra al of pledges, a demonstration , as held at hort n tice at 
Madis n Square Garden on September 30th, which was filled ,vith a 
capac1t audience of 22,000 together , ith a gathering ut ide of 45 ,ooo 
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"Another 
Time-Consuming 
Investigation" 

more. Mass demonstrations " ere also held in approximately 3 o other 
large centers throughout the countr_ and in some cities the British 
Consulate was picketed. A month later a huge open-air demonstration 
(referred to earlier in this report) dre,v a cro,vd of 200,000 people to 
1'1adison Square Park. 

At about this time reports appeared in the press to the effect that 
an Anglo-An1erican Con1mittee of lnquir " as to be set up to investi­
gate the position of the J C\\'S of Europe, as ,vell as the situation in Pal­
estine. On October 30, Dr. Silver and Dr. Wise, as Joint Chairmen 
of the Council, submitted a statement to the President from ,vhich, in 
the light of subsequent events, it is of interest to quote the f ollo,1.1ing: 

"Within tbe last seven years, tbree major intergovernmental 
Confer enc es and Corn111ittees, in addition to our own War 
Refugee Board appointed in 1944 and already dissolved, have 
sought to deal with the question of Jewish refugees and of 
Jewish i1111nigration ... Each of tbese efforts ended in dismal 
failure, ste1nn1ing fronz the central assunzption that the doors 
of Palestine, unla fully barred to Jewisb immigration by the 
British Government under th ter111s of its JVhite Paper of 
1939, must renzain barred . .. 

"We beg of you not to countenance further co111111issions and 
inquiries at 11 continued cost in hznnan life and human misery, 
which can only ascertain facts a/ready ell known. 
' What is urgently needed is not another roving expedition 
or a further ti111e-consu11zing in estigation, but immediate con­
crete 1neasures in con{ or111ity itb a policy long established and 
clearly defined by valid international agreenzents. No inquiry 
can he acceptable which does not base itself on the internation­
ally recognized right of the J ewisb people to reconstitute their 
National Honze in Palestine. For such an International Com­
mission to set out upon its quest without reference to these 
basic legal and political considerations is to e1nhark upon a sea, 
without chart or co111pass without a point of departure or a 
port of destination ... It is evident that comrnissions are no 
substitute for action clearly indicated." 

A further statement " as i ued b the Council on November 14, 
1945, in response to the announcement of the appointment of the Com­
mittee of Inquir and Mr. Bevin's accompan ing remarks. 

The Inquiry Committee opened its hearings in Washington in 
January, 1946. Dr. Silver as of the opinion that the Committee was a 
palpable dela ing device and an c cuse for inaction, and he therefore 
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Committee of 
Inquiry's Report: 
America's Reaction 

urged that the n1ovcmcnt hould ignor the Conunitt and hould not 
app ar b fore it. Howe er, in line \\'ith the d ci ion taken b the ,vorld 
Zionist Exe cu ti to coop rate " ·ith the C mmittee, a full pr cntation 
of the Zioni t ca \\'a 1nad by repr entati of the E1n rgenc C un­
cil at the Committ ' scs ions in \ \'ashincrton. In addition to oral i­
dcnce b leaders f th Zioni t m cm nt in this c untr , printed 
briefs including an cxc 11 nt comp ndium of th r I vant d cumcnt 
together with a bri f running commentar. ·, \\'ere ubmittcd n different 
aspects of the pr bl ms \\'ith which th Committee of lnquir was 
concerned. 

In order t I·e p in touch with th \\' rl of th C mmittc f 
Inquir as that b dy pr cccd d on it in . tigati n in Eur p and in 
the 'car East, arrangcm nt w re n1ad f r repr ntativcs of the 
Em rg nc Council to attend the h arings of the Co1nmittce through­
out its travel in an un fficial capacit , and t keep th C uncil inf rmed 
of d elopn1cnt a the ar 

The C mmitt c f Inquir i u d it Rep rt at th end of pril, 
1946. h rtl bef re th publicatic n of the Report, the ] ad r f th 
En1 rgenc C uncil w r appri cd of it cont nt and it became cl ar 
imn1cdiately that hil th R ·port ha) c rtain positi c a pcct -in par­
ticular a recommcndati n for the immediate transfer t Pale tine of 
100,000 Je, fr m the di. place p r on ' camp and the irtual abroga­
tion f th \Vhitc Paper-it long-term re omm ndation were not uch 
a c uld commend th m l to th Zionist m vement. In con equcnc 
of r prescntati n which wcr at one made in Washington, the Presi­
dent, in rclca ing the text of th Report i sued a tatement which dre,, 
an imp rtant distincti n b tw n th immediate and the long-term 
reconun ndation . That ta cm nt form <l th ha i of f urthcr Zi nist 
action in the nit d tatc until the new ituati n that " as created by 
th adoption of the Re olution b the \Vorld £ ., cutiv in August, 1946, 
expr ing rcadine to negotiate 11 the basis of a Jc, i h tate in a part 
of Pal tine. Thu on lay 1 , 1946, a t 1 gram was cnt b the J int 
Chairmen of th Council t th cting er tar of State in connecti n 
, ith the ne, con ultati n which had 110, been prop ed, urging that 
it be 1nade immcdiatcl cl ar that the pr posed con ultati ns did n t 
in I e the rec mm ndation f the nglo- merican C mmittee of In­
quir f r the immigrati n f rthwith f 100,000 Jc, s. The telegram c -
pre ed a toni hmcnt and di ma that de pitc the admittedly urgent n cd 
for action to relieve the tragic plight of the urvivor of azi terr r; 
de pite the lapse, further, of m re than eight months from the President's 
initial request t the Prime Mini ter for their entr int Palestine; and 
finall ., despite the unanimous recommendation in this connection of the 
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Morri on Plan: 
American Reaction 

Anglo-American Committee of Inquir , it appeared that instead of im­
mediate action to trans£ er the 100,000 to Palestine, the whole matter 
,vould be further delayed and confused under cover of the alleged need 
for consultation. 

The same criticism ,vas expressed in response to a ,vritten com­
munication subsequently received from the Department of State ( 1\1ay 
20) inviting the comments or suggestions of the Council with regard 
to the various matters discussed in the Report of the Anglo-American 
Committee of Inquiry. The Report, it ,vas pointed out, in its recom­
mendation for the immediate grant of 100,000 immigration certificates 
to Palestine, ,, hile confirming the request of the President, had merely 
reaffirmed the findings of Ir. Earl Harrison and of numerous other 
official investigators. It had in this respect added nothing to facts well 
kno, n at the tin1e of its appoint1ncnt. In the circumstances, further con­
sultations and comments appeared meaningless except to produce delay 
, here immediate action ,vas called for and to confuse ,vhere the issue 
had long been altogether clear. 

On June 1 1, 1946 the Pre ident appointed a Cabinet Committee on 
Palestine and Related Pr blcn1 . The Committee consisted of the Secre­
taries of State, of War and of Treasnr , and its stated purpose ·was to 
assist the President in the "early consideration of the recommendations 
of the nglo-An1crican Con1n1ittee of Inquiry," in vie,v of the urgency 
of the olution of various pr blcms relating to the Jews in Europe and 
in Pale tine. Thereafter, merican technical e perts \Vere sent to London 
to work out , ith the British the logistics in connection ,vith the transfer 
of the 100,000. And, finally, the Cabinet Con1mittee dispatched its three 
deput n1cmbers, led b 1\lr. Henry F. Grad , to meet "\i ith a corres­
ponding British group for the purpose of implementing the recom­
mendations of the Con1mittce of Inquir . The product of these discus­
sion , ho, ever, "''as the Grad -l\1orri on report, , hich represented a 
radical departure fron1 the recommendations of the Committee of 
Inquiry. The Grad -l\1orrison proposal for a scheme of provincial "au­
tonom " in Pale tine, in ,vhich the J e,vish people ould be restricted to 
an area of some 1,400 square n1iles and in respect of which Jc, ish im­
migration \\'ould till be ubjcct to the over-riding decision of the man­
datory povver, evoked the strongest reaction on the part of the Zionists 
of merica. Immediate and energetic action ,Yas undertaken in Wash­
ington and under pressure of an aroused and indignant American public 
opinion, the President ,vas dissuaded from giving American support 
to the scheme. 

In expressing American J ewr s vigorous demand for immediate 
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THE MOST RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS 

action to admit the Jewish urvivors of Europe into Palestine, the Council 
received magnificent cooperation from the Jewish \Var Veterans of the 
United States. Aln1ost 5,000 veterans of ,vorld \Var One and Two 
con erged on \ \ a hingt n n Jul 14 1946 in a prot t n1arch against 
British polic in Palestine. ·rhe veterans' parade in \ Vashington and their 
meetings with President Trmnan, Under- ecretar f State Ache on 
and Lord lnverchapel, the Briti h mba ador, w re widel reported 
in the press, in newsreels and over the radio. Thi d m nstration con­
tributed great! towards the mobilization of n1erican public opinion in 
support of Zionist demands. 

A f e\v months prior to the recent elections of ovcmber 5, the 
Emergenc Council launched a nationwide pr gram f action to dem­
onstrate American Jewr s deep di sati facti n over the ational Ad­
ministration's record on Palestine. A special committee-the Zionist 
Actions Committee-was f rmed, with Judge Bernard . Rosenblatt as 
chairman, L uis Segal a tr asurer and Rabbi l\1a , Kir hblum as secre­
tar , to conduct a pr gran1 f n1a educati n with regard t the a­
tional Administration' f ailurc t act in accordance ith its pledge on 
Pale tine. It was clear that in icing the den1and that the American 
Government im1nediatel fulfill its commitm nt regarding Pale tine, 
the Emcrgenc Council was supp rtcd by an vcn helming majorit 
of the merican people. 

The re ults of thi campaign were refl cted in the tep \ hich the 
Administrati n to k during the n1onth of Oct her, 1946. On October 
4, President Truman issued a statement in , hich he declared that 
"substantial immigration into Pal tine cannot , ait a solution to the 
Palestine problen1 and . . . hould begin at once." The President aid 
further that due to wide pread merican opposition to the Morrison 
plan he could not give his upport t it. Referring to the Jewish gene 's 
propo al f r "the creation of a iable Jewi h state in c ntrol of its own 
immigrati n and economic policie in an adequate area of Pale tine in­
stead of in the \ hole of Pale tine," President Truman cxpre ed hi 
belief that "a solution along the c line ,vould command the support of 
public opinion in the Unit d States," and ,vent on to say: 

"I cannot believe that the gap between the proposals which 
have been pitt forward is too great to be bridged by men of 
reason and good will. To such a solution our Govern1nent 
could give its support." 

American Zionism's reaction to this declaration was contained in 
the Emergency Council's statement of October 9. That statement de-

clared: 

21 



"Public Expressions 
Do Not Suffieie" 

" ... we most earnestly and respectfully urge the President to 
111ake full use of the infiuence and authority of his high office to 
the end that effective action be taken without delay in fulfill­
rnent of the spirit of his statement.Nothing can satisfy the pub­
lic conscience save the early rnovement of displaced and home­
less Jews into Palestine, the pro1npt cessation of British assaults 
on Jewish refugees and a halt to the brutal repression practiced 
in Palestine. This alone can be accepted as an earnest of a new 
and constructive policy resolutely to be pursued with all the 
vigor which the critical situation demands ... 

"Unhappily, past experience, the bitter disappointments and 
disillusionments which have followed upon earlier pronounce­
ments have ripened into the conviction that public expressions, 
however sincere and well-meaning, do not suffice. It has be­
come evident that the tragedy of a whole people exposed to 
bestial persecution, 111ass slaughter and continuing homelessness 
cannot and will not be re111edied unless our Government exert 
sustained and vigorous effort to secure swift and favorable 
action to the end tbat heartening promises shall be realized in 
deeds." 

On October 2 5, Sccrctar of tate B rncs was moved to make 
public a statement den ing that the State Department was not giving 
full support to the Palestine polic stated by the President. In a letter 
to Dr. \-Vise, 1\1r. B rnes declared that "the statement made by the 
President on October 4th ,vith regard to Palestine and to Jewish im­
migration into Palestine is, of course, an expression of the policy of 
this Government. With this policy I am in hearty accord." 

Ho, ever, American Zionism's demands for concrete action by the 
American Government continued unabated - and on October 2 8 
President Truman issued the text of his letter to King Ibn Saud, in 

hich he declared: "It is onl natural . . . that this government should 
favor at this time the entry into Palestine of considerable numbers of 
displaced Jews in Europe, not onl that the may find shelter there, but 
also that they ma contribute their talents and energies to the upbuilding 
of the Jewish national home." 

The President furthermore rejected Ibn Saud's accusations against 
the Jews, declaring that he is "convinced that responsible Jewish leaders 
do not contemplate a polic of aggression against the Arab countries ad­
jacent to Palestine." He rejected also Ibn Saud's charge that the Pres­
ident's statement of October 4 was inconsistent with the position 
he had taken earlier. 
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AFTER THE 
ELECTIONS 

CONCLUSION 

Thus, for the first time, the unwarranted interference of King Ibn 
Saud in the Palestine situation was dealt with in a forthright 1nanner by 
the President of the U nitcd States. 

On ovember 5 the Republican Party \\'as victorious at the polls. 
Republicans no,v control both Hou cs of the Congress of the United 
States and will hereafter occup_ an important role in determining Amer­
ican foreign policy. The Republican Party's record of support for 
Zionism has been consistent, and its present leaders include some of the 
most vigorous champions of the Zionist cause in the world today. It is 
hoped that their warm statements of the past will now be f ollo,ved by 
efforts to bring about action by the American Government in support 
of the Je,vish people's just de1nand . 

The unbelievably tragic events of the past decade have placed upon 
American Zionists a fateful responsibility for the future of the Jewish 
people and of Palestine. There can be no doubt that the Jews of Amer­
ica as a whole are deepl conscious of the hi toric role ,vhich they have 
been called upon to play. In the decisions that arc to be taken affecting 
Palestine, the influence of the American Government and of American 
public opinion n1ay , ell be decisive. 

The American Zionist Emergency Council has sought to channel­
ize and n1ake effective not onlv the mass sentiment of American Jewry 
for Palestine, but also the grca·t fund of s n1pathy for the development 
of the Jewish National Home which exists amongst large -circles of the 
American people as a , hole. It will be the purpose of the Council to 
continue so to inform and educate American public opinion that the 
latter will lend to the aim of the establishment of the Jewish Common­
wealth the ,vcight of its great moral and political authority . 

• 
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The 

Truman Administration 
and, 

Palestine 

I T \ as more than a ar ago-on August 1, 19 -that Pr ident 
Truman wrote Prime linister ttle , ur ing th admi ion into 
Pale tine of 100,0 0 di lac d Europ an J w . Thi r qu t , a 
bas d on th r port b , arl G .. Harri on Unit d tat m mber of 
the Intergo , rnm ntal ommitt e on ug , , h . , at th Pr i­
dent's behest, inv ~ tigat d con litions an ong ,Jewi h di. pla d p 1~­

.·on: in Europ . 

l'resid nt Truman l ,tt r o Prim Uni t r wa gr ted 
with great nthu iasm b Jew throughout th country. I )'a 
them hop hat th dmini trati n " ~ roi g f o • ak . hem 
after all. 

Th publication of the oo v lt-Ibn au 1T pond nc l 
pring had mad it cl ar tha at th v ry mom nt h n our o rn­

ment was pledging upport of the Zi ni t pro1:,rram, it ga e conflict­
ing as urances to the rah tate . Th r act·on among th Jewi h 
ma had b n on of hock and l t-down and Je iVi h l ad rs and 
n wspap r had b gun to point out that in all h ar of Jewish 
uff ring in h ad nt of Hitler, th D mocra ic dmini tration 

had merely off r condol nc o J w bu don n bing on 
to h lp th m. 

Pre ident Truman' letter eemed to indicat a turn of the tid . 
ut its promi wa not to b fulfill d. Aft p ·ol ,ng d cort pond-

nee between the Pr id nt and Mr. ttl , th form r ace t d 
th Briti h propo al to appoint a joint Anglo- m rican ommitt 
of Inquiry hich would inv tigate th ntire prob! m of Pal stin 
one again. 



The British move was obviously a delaying tactic. After four 
months of exploration and investigation the Anglo-American Com­
mittee of Inquiry issued a repOit which recommended what Presi­
dent Truman had requested in the fir t place-the imm diate immi­
gration of 100,000 homeless Jews to Pale ine. In addition, the 
Report contained certain long-range political recommendation 
which, Zionist leaders pointed out, "can never b accept d by the 
.Jewish people." 

It became evident that an embarra ing predicament had been 
created for the President-the United States wa being a ked to 
repudiate its own public policy ;vith r gard to Pale tine a a condi­
tion for the admission of 100,000 Jew to Pale tine. 

Fortunately the President wa p1""e ail d upon to ee the prob­
lem in correct perspective and on April 30 stated that he would take 
under advisement the long-range policie recomm nded by the 
Report, but he was definitely in favor of carrying out the hort­
range recommendations. These were the imm diate admi ion of 
100,000 homeless Jews to Palestine; the abrogation of the restric­
tions on Jewish immigration and land purcha e laid down by the 
White Paper of 1939; and the carrying out of large ca1e conomic 
development projects in Palestine-- such, f'oI in tance, as the Jordan 
Valley Authority Plan. 

This, then, was United States policy on Pal ti te, enunciated 
by the President himself. 

Week and months pa d and till no hmg wa ~ done. The 
Briti h Government laid down impo ibl condit·on , ho\ ing that 
it wa clearly determin d not to implem n the R :iport. The tate 
Department invit d Arab nd J \: 1

~- nee mor -t pr nt their 
views. The plight of the J w in th Di • plac d Per on amp 
became unendurable. The Je of Pal ine I cached the d pth of 
despair. The Briti h becam n mor brut l in enforcing th ir 
illegal policy of excluding J i h ,. fug f .. m th ir int ,nation­
ally-guaranteed homeland. 

The American public could not und r tand-ancl till cannot 
und rstand-how the Presid nt of the nit d tat can enunciate 
one policy publicly whil hi ubordinat · follo t, vrocedu1· diame­
trically oppos d to that policy. Throughoi t th c01mtry peopl said 
-and continue to ay-that the Adrnini tration i ·me>' ly vlaying 
a clever game with the J w and ha w int ntion o rrrrry ing out 
its promises and pledges. 



That impr ion ,)Ta tr 1 th n by h n .·t d •v \101 m •n in 
Anglo- m ri an negotiation on in.... • oin ·ahin t ·om-
mittee m tin L nd n ·up1 o • dl • t • • a U iL i1n oh·) 1 
in ca1~rying out th r comm ndation:· f th ,~lo- n 
Report. Actuall it onduct d • • s f b-
lem, re d th polic r • n a1 d 
produc d a Briti h- p of 
Palestine. 

This schem wa a om1 l t :u T n l r o Lriti:h 0101 h I om· . 
poli y. It r pudic t d not onlv i '. T ·uma 1·: l • •vj , 1. .• at 1m )nt. 
but ev ry offi ial Am rican d ch r· .. i< n 11 P· l,. tin in ·l djn!' h' 
plank in th platf rm of th D m I· r .', rhi --h r ·a I.· : 

"\Ve fa or the opening of >a o u te<l Jc, ··.· im-
migration and colonization and uc • a.· t tit in f h . ·tab-
Ii hment there of a free and demo 

Would th Pr ··d nt abi r <~ hH ·,· u·· 1pt·d this 
aboniinable "! d ralizuti n' JJfrw , ,. .• Juul b ·,m vi11 , fl 
that th Pr id nt ·nc 't'' ly wa • to l, l ri t 1 
policy as stat d by him? 

Thi qu tion b am n m l 
to carry account 1·.eporti1 g that 
unfri ndl attitude to 1 d ho , h ll 
th ''f deralization" o " plan, a it 

De pite a det rm· ff ort by th 
th matter cret, t , h 
with r ,.ard to h d 11i 
pr . Th tat D · nt': ff o 

'h n h 1 r •.• • b > r• n 
nt , ·a. b I in y a m : 

on him t r pudiat 
a· ·all l h r 1

• 

p· rm 
• l in ii 

HI pe i 
'] l' l 

m nt to the Grady m a or n • n • w . • 
a a re ult of v ry vi orou pr ur . 

Aft r num r u r port nd rumor , 
dictory, had app ar d on th fr nt 1 ·t ,. . 
pap r , the White finall ,. 1 l • 
Pr id nt Truman • n to 
m nt ha b n int r in t 
tion b the Pr id n h i 
qu tion-an int rpr n \ 1c ) n 
at con v r • ti n b r l ad inc" offi • , in • 1g- t 

D partment. 

Thi overnment h Pr ·id n 

mp ·1-

h) 't~ t 

'h • no 



pre ented an pJan of it" own for the ·olution of the problem of 
Pale tine.' Thi· aft r all tl pl <lg , all h commi t , in e tiga-
ion and con ul a ti 1 ! ur ly he r oluti n of 01 yr and th 

platform of th D mocratic Pa1 .. ty hould r ~ rd d a 
m nt to a v r I arly -d fin d ·o ram of a ti n n Pc l 
h Pre ident had 1 ~ d id d o r tr a from th ntir 
h h n th mplo ing th r omc 
h ir ~pir . J an mili r , to liq idat h .J ~1i. h 

po ition. 

or i publi opinion in thi • ounb rti ular1 im1 
th Whit Ho 1 , a . rti 1 hat th Pr • , on hi part • n-

,mplating • th aPl rov o r p ial I gi latio1 
authorizing ry int the of a fixed numb ,. of 

rson • • umii th t ·u h ff ort can 

m t wi h a that \J k 
l rhap. mon i n ~m n l . 

h for any a 1 n of ur immi-
grati I law h mg on t bl m ·hi h 
1. h n ral • in th • p op] tr 1ggl , for . ur i al. 

This i~ ti, orcl of th D 11 ocrritic. dm.ini t1 a.t ·on on Pal -
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AN OPEN LETTER 
to the 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMITTEE 
Mayflower Hotel Washington, D. C. 

At its last national convention, the Democratic Party of the United States declared: 

"We favor the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and colonization, and such a policy 
as to result in the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish commonwealth." 

This was part of the platform on which President Truman was elected. More than two years have passed since 
this clear and unequivocal pledge was made--two years of misery and persecution for the Jews of Eu­
rope, two years of increased brutality and tieachery by Great Britain in Palestine. 

No action has been taken by the United States Government to redeem this pledge. 

On August 31, 1945 th~ President of the United States requested British Prime Minister Attlee to admit 100,000 
homeless European Jews into Palestine. More than a year has passed since that request was made and the 
Jews of Europe are still languishing in ,detention camps. 

We, citizens of the United States, find it impossible to believe that the Go-rernment of our great Nation does not 
possess sufficient. prestige and power to bring about the entry into Palestine of these 100,000 homeless 
European Jews. We are shocked by the inaction of our Government at a time when Great Britain has 
created new concentration camps on Cyprus and is brutally seizing the pitifully small vessels carrying 
helpless refugees seeking entry into Palestine. These actions are in direct violation of the Anglo-Ameri«.:an 
Convention of 1924, embracing the Palestine :Mandate, which directed Britain as the mandatory for Pal­
estine to "facilitate" immigration ~£ Jews into Palestine. 

We · are approaching an election and we know that many of your spokesmen will again reaffirm adherence to 
American policy on Palestine as enunciated by Congress and our political parties. We will not be content 
with these speeches. We do not seek new promises. The old promises are good enough for us. What we a k 
-now-is that our Administration keep those old promises. We ask that the old pledges be fulfilled. We 
ask that American policy on Palestine be carried out NOW. 

NAME ADDRESS 

County ___________ City ____________ State ___________ _ 

...... 248 

For additional copies apply to 

YOUNG ZIONIST ACTIONS COMMI'l'l'EE 
342 Madison Avenue, New York City 



Let the Promise 

Be Fulfilled 
DOROTHY THOMPSON 

A Christian View of Palestine 



A Jewish Ploughman in Palestine 



OUR newspap rs have recently brought u th ~ indi tm ·nt of 
the lnternarion, l ilicary Tribunal again t rh • m, j r 41zi 

war criminal . Th re ,tr tw thin in that m<li cm nc t 

which I s1'ould like to all our • ttcntion. n<ler ou, t I· ur, " ·rn <: 

Again t Humanity," th 1zi and military Jea<ler arc char e<l with 
planned extermination of th Je ·i h pe pie: • n ·ur p •. A guart ·r 
million are sp ifi ally numb red , h~ ving be ·n hot to d<:ath in 

sp ifi d plac and where s the numb r t t:r ' i • e t rminat d b 
planned starvation or by ga ing to d ~ th i n c numb<:rcd • r i • • ti­
mared, in the indi tmem, int the miH 1i n . 

Under Count One, .. Crim Against rh P ac ," ch azi IeaJ ·r 
are accu d, among ocher thing , of nar tr • ti • 
agre menrs, or assuran s. 

If the e trial ar ro a ompli h m re than m r ly to regi r ·r d • 
indignation of th orld and au f a ·ic.1 prca<l d • ire b 
av nged, th n mu t con ider th m a h pre ·ur or t a n 
int rnati nal la , nd th f r runn r f , p rman nr Intern · ti n~ll 
~upreme ourr of Ju ti , b f re wl o c bar nari n and their leader 
will, in the future, b pr p red to t n<l i the p~ rri ·1p•tt, m, nd nc, 
0r furch r breach f treaty, or I ~mn ~ uranc<: , r rim • again ·r 
humaniry. Th trial jlJ either begin a r t n • ·ra f in rna­
cional morality nd ju ti e r they ' ill mer I end-and but temp -
rarily end-a pa t er f m n tr u inju ti · and betrayal. 

Th crim ainst th Jewi h people ~ ' ill n r h~ 'e be n pun <l 
by che senten in f rrei her R nb ·r r; nk nd her az1 

German dir cly in l ed in th ·ir e ·t rmin·ni n. Th ·e cnm can 
only be pun ed and ju tic ati fi ~d, 'hen co a i are f r the per c: ·u­

tion of a11y rac or nati n of m~ nkind i univ r all r nizcd a a 



crime against humanity, and when those Jews who have remained 
alive after an era of torture which has lasted more rhan twice as long 
as rhe European war, are given the opportunity to live out their lives 
in freedom from want and fear. Nor will the crimes have been ex­
punged until che solemn a surances given the Jews cease ro be tra­
vestied or mocked by pose facto interpretations clearly unintended in 
rhe original agr~ement. 

The World's Pact with the Jews 

The agreements made with Zionist Jewry after the last war, and 
made, at the same time, with the Arabs, whose spokesman then was 
the Emir Faisal of Iraq, was dear co all reasonable minds and on 
numerous occasions was further clarified by statements from the rhen 
British Prime Minsiter, the then American Pr1esidcnc, Woodrow Wil­
son, and many ocher persons in positions of high governmental 
authority in Loodon and in Washington In view of the exchange of 
letters recencl y published, between Ibn Saud, King of Saudi Arabia, 
and the late President Roosevelt, ic is highly necessary to recall that 
agreement. 

The British Government and the Governments of the countries jn 
the League of Nacions, as well as the United Sta[es, agreed to the 
establishment in Palestine of a Jewish National Homeland. I wish 
especially ro stress the word national. Statements made by Mr. Bal­
four, Lloyd George, President Wilson, Lord Robert Cecil, General 
Smuts, and much later-in 193 7-by the Pales cine Royal Commission, 
all stressed that although the Balfour Declaration did noc establish 
a Jewish Scace in Palestine, such a state was implicit, provided the 
Jews themu/ e1 were able sufficiently co extend the Home w become 
a State. Mr. B.il our said, "le did nor necessarily involve chc early 
establishment of an independent Jewish state which was a matter for 
gradual development in accordance with the ordinary laws of political 
evolution.· President Wilson said in 1919 "I am persuaded chac the 
Allied Nations wich the fullest concurrence of our Government, are 
agreed that in Palestine shall be laid the foundations of a Jewish 



Commonwealrh." The Palestine Royal Commission rated, in 19 7 

"le is obvious char in any case His Maj scy·s Gov rnrnenc could n r 

commit it elf to the e tabli hmenr of a J wi h scare. It ould nly 

undertake and facilitate the growth f a H me. It uld d p ·r i 

mainly on the zeal and enterprise of the Jews whether rhe H me 

would grow big enough co become a Stare.'· Now I submit char ro ay 

to a people you may have a stare if you can mak jc and then den 

them the oppormmty co make it, is pure mockery. 

It was on the basis of the agreemenc-·thac in Palcstin a Jewish 

national homeland should be established which might grow lar g 

enough co become a state that Great Britain was given a mandat 

under the League of anons to adminis er ale tine and fac1ltcat:e 

the growth of t e Jewish homelan . In t e di cu i n that attended 

the giving of the mandate, the minu es of ich are a matter 

historic record, no mention was ever made of protecting the national 

rights of the Arab people living in Palestine. There was no Arab stace 

there. There were Arab people. The assurances given che Arabs wer 

assurances of protection of their personal ri hrs, as citizens and inhabi­

tants of the country-assurances agai1 st deponation, proc ci n f 

their lives, property and cus oms. You can search the files of the rim 

in vain for a single reference to the escablishm nt of an Arab Stat 

in Palescine. 

There was nothing incon isrem in thi , and nothing inconsistent 

in the promises given co both Jews and Arabs. We do a gr at injusti e 

to the British of those time if we a swne that reat Britain w 

caught on the horns of a dilemma because of comradiaory promis . 

The vase Arab world, no pares of which had enjoyed nacion l racu 

for cenruries, having lived from the sixteenth century under the Turks, 

was co be freed, allowed under mandates to work ic way to statehood 

and independence, and Zionist Jewry was to be allowed to est blish 

a Home, looking to ard independ nt statehood a its numb rs n 

Pal tine increa ed. Thi was recognized and a c pted by th Emi 

ai 1, 1r iz d and accepted by that great n Ii h 

n i n of Arabi 1beracion, th lac Colon I La r ce. 

T at chis w s the Am i n int n i n w, s a sp 

rmed and by th r at Ameri an iti ~I pa • , a a 



the elections of 1944. The planks in boch parry platforms are almost 
identical, but I quote Franklin Delano Roosevelc: 11 We favor the 
opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish immigration and coloniza­
tion and such a policy there as to result in the establishment of a free 
and democratic Jewish Commonwealth." 

The Crisis of 1933 

On the basis of these agreements and promises Jews from all over 
the world poured their treasure, their fortune, their labor, and their 
hopes into Palestine. The population grew slowly, but steadily. 
Palestine attracted, at first, chiefly those Jews from eastern Europe 
where the ghetto was still an institution, the opportunities for life 
wretched at best, so that even the handicaps of conquering drought 
and desert under most difficult circumstances, were considered to hold 
out more hop than the conditions under which they had been ac­
customed to live-these, and an inspired youth attracted rather than 
repelled by the pioneering aspects of building a Jewish homeland. 

Had the Jews continued m enjoy the scarus they had had in western 
Europe ever since the days of the Enlightenment, it is possible chat 
the Jewish homeland, wirh free immigration, would have been, with 
the consent of all concerned, a gradual development over several 
generarions. But in 193 3 an event occurred in rhe world which made 
the Balfour Declaration one of the burning issues of the epocht and 
which promised ro make the extension of the Jewish Home into a 
Commonwealth the accomplishment of a single decade. That was 
the coming to power in Germany of Adolph Hider. Suddenly in the 
heart of Europe, a country where the Jews had enjoyed positions of 
high esteem in the political, economic, and cultural life, banned them, 
first, from citizenship, then from every possibility of economic exist­
ence except the most menial, and, finally, from life itself. Six hundred 
thousand Jews were immediately threatened. Many thousands, the 
most prosperous, or chose with international connecrions, escaped 
imo surrounding European countries; ome thousands reached the 
United Scates and Larin-American countries; and thousands went co 



Palestine. By 1936 it was apparent that Hitler was preparing to ex­
tend his way by diplomatic mean if possibl and ev ntually by war, 
over large parts of Europe. Thus chose who had e caped inro Austria 
were forced to attempt escape again in 19 8 together now with all the 
Austrian Jews; those in Czechoslovakia a few month lat r; and a 
few months after that every Jew in Europe of whatever citizenship 
was caught in the torture of war plus the most rurhle persecutions 
ever visited in history upon so large a portion of humaniry. 

In this period, as now, rhe sc~re men of the e t regist,ered out­
raged conscience and avowed their jnr ncions ro do something about 
the plight of their hunted fellowmen. C:ordell Hull called a c nf erence 
in Evian to discuss the refugee problem and provid outlet for these 
threatened people. But the conference came co naught. Whether it was 
a labor government of Australia, which believed immigration would 
threaten the high living stand rd creaced by labor scarcity; or half­
empty Canada; or Larin America wi.th jrs predilecri ns for immigrants 
of Latin stock; or whether ir was the Uni red Stat s whose congres­
sional lead rs hold th theory that th Am rican population ha 
reached the saturation point - wharevcr the reason or xcuse - no 
country wanted to take tens of thousand ,of persons. under it wings. 

Bue there was one place in rhe world whi h more than fifty nations, 
induding all the great states of western Europe and ch United Stares> 
through the League of arion had specifically r "Cogniz d a a Jew­

ish Homeland-Pale tin . Th r ~a one place whi h by solemn a -
surances, had been promi ed a open to • mmigrarion by Jew -
1p cifically by Jew . That wa Pale cine. I will leave out of account 
for the moment all concept of a Jewi h cac or Commonwealth. Call 
it merely a Home. If rhe word "Home" means anyrhing-anyching at 
all-it means a place co which you can go, if beset by enemies whose 
purpose it i m carve you and kill you. 

And a far a the Je in Pale tine ere concern d it was a home 
-a welcoming home. There ch persecured of Europe, stepping from 
ships, confronted no dubjou , or hostile eyes bur open arms. There the 
persecuced were not rolerat d or created as a liability or received as 
an ace of charity, and even the tragedy could be sublimated into some 
sore of joy-rhar in the midst of grief and unending woe the prophecy 



would be fulfilled and at long lase Judea rise again amongst the 
peoples. 

The Death Sentence Pronounced by Britain 

It was at such a moment that the British Government chose rigidly 
to restrict Jewish immigration and halt the trek toward Home. With 
ocher gaces barred this simply meant condemning rens of thousands 
to sit and wait tO be murdered. 

Did the British do this because with the threat of war on the hori­
zon, they wanted to satisfy a loyally cooperating Arab world? 

Not at all. It was an act of appeasement of an anti-Ally world. 
Ignoring the ordjc racialism of Nazism which would eventually 
have be n directed against the Semitic Arabs as against the Semitic 
Jews, large pares of the Arabian world listened to the siren sounds 
ot the Italian and German propaganda. The Jews in Palestine were 
concentrating on rhe tremendous, material problems which the reset­
t ement of an eroded and centuries neglect d country entails. They 
had lifted o hand against cbe Arabs. The oil they had acquired had 
be n by urchase. Not a single Arab had ever been dispossessed of 
his prope ty. o suggestion had ieome from any respon ible Jewish 
authority ,,.· ac th re should be exchanges of population or depona­
tions. T e er onal rights of every Arab were assured in the Balfour 
Declaration and that assurance had been accepted and reiterated by 
the Jewish Agency time and again. Bue the Nazi propaganda in the 
Middle East concentrated on the Jews as a whip to slash the British. 
The Mufti of Jerusalem joined Hitler personally and in the Moham­
medan parts of Yugo lavia addressed Moslem populations in the 
Nazi cause. And Britain clamped down the doors of Palestine and 
kept them closed. 

I do no think chis was a good idea, from the standpoint of the 
British and their prestige in the world. When the war broke out the 
spokesman for Arabian Palestine was an open enemy in Berlin. It is 
not well in a war which is demanding unconditional surrender of an 
enemy in Europe co compromise with an enemy in che Middle East. 

• 



There had been a solemn coven nc concurred in by Arab leaders of 

pro-Allied sympachi s; and it should hav be "n k pr. At lease wh n 

war broke our with the Mufti a , n enemy-at l •,. r th 11 it hould 

have been kept. The Jews er pr pared ro fi ht f r th Alli , and 

did fight for chem. Th Arab were nor-th y b, r ain d with rhrear . 

It is never good to give in to bla kmail f r th ·r i ne er an nd f 

chat sore of thing. And havin gi en in on c and f rmall y publid y 

through the White P per Britain now of c ur e find it infinitely 

harder to reverse the de i ion. 

Blackmail from lbn Saud 

So the blackmail oc urs a ,. in-thi time fr m Kin Ibn aud and 

this rim in t Americ, . e kn ,.; ' th,H th rrc p n<l ·n <.: b ·tween 

Ibn Saud nd Pre idem Roo ev Ir ·a publi hcd her onl r ,. ntici-

P r it chr ,. tencd rele, e b lhn aud ro ch p .. p ·r f th • f 1<l<lk 

Ea t. Thi i a humiliating inciJcnr n<l J~ m~ r • ng r u r pr • ri tr 

a pare of ch· ' rld wh r prcsrige un rrunar ly um f r 

The Pre id ·nc' leer r W ' L , nttcn a fe • d-1 b fore h • di d 

c . nnot know ·hat wa in hi mind. I ~·i h onl • chat h • had rem ·m­

b ·red the ad i n • _.r ro write h:t r c <lubi u li,.ti on . r he 

mi ht ha e an wered lbn tud' r -m~ rkabl • ommuni ·ari n ·ich 

laconic ''Your f th • c ·nth re ei ·d an<l onr nt n t ·<l '1th g,r ·a 

intere t. i em re: ·tin t ur " ·tf ·." Th1 ~· uld ha e mmicced 

th Pr id ·nt inn wa - · nd mi ht have au e<l pe ulaci n r • , r<lm 

whi h wif f r chi tenth ·nrur p rer race h, n h: than t 

hundr d wi e . 

In hi lettc:r Ibn • ud n c:rn him ·lf with wli- c h • ·111 "natural 

ri he :· "All pc ple" h • a "ha the ri ht c lt e in chc:ir h me• 

land ri ht uar nr • d chem b n Hural h." , e cabli I ·d b the prin­

ciples of humanit ." He u • t • th t the Arab ha <.: a natural right 

in Pal " tine by rea n o their ein in<li en u and th c ·1 a n m­

itant, no ocher p ·ople have any ri hr at all. o ne ha er hal­

len ed ch • ri ht f th Ar b t l i • in P ..1le tine n term f per n l 

equality with ch J ~ and ev ·ry ne cl e. 



King Ibn S ud, how ver does not derive the right to speak for the 
Palestinian Arabs from the face that P lescine is his homeland· I 
believe he ha never set foor in it. He speaks, instead, as a Pan• 
Arabian. The limit of th Pan-Arabi n wor d fad off and mix with 
m ny other or]d of non-kindr d p opl s. The right of Arabs to 
live ·n Palesr ·ne b long to them not as Pan-Arab .ans, but as human 
teings. If we tern iv ·lizacion is going to establish the theory that 
sections of the rrh are to be er off for the exclusive use and develop­
ment of per n d cend d from per ons that h v been indigenous 
ch re for cencurie , then all civilization wi stagnate and ours in par­
ticular will. Lea t f all can the British support such a concept. Lea c 
of 1 n e of the nited t res. nder that theory America ould 
have been close to olonization along ith Canada, Latin America, 
Australia and ourh Africa. The Jews are nor pu hing the Arabs ouc 
f Palestine but vastly xpanding Palestine, not horizonrally but ver­

tically. They r re I aiming nd hich by its deva tat ion and erosion 
its 1 pushed pe ple off i't. Since lbn Saud quoted the Bible, I ould 
al o like to quot the Psalms : "The ea th is the Lord's and the full-
ness t ereof; the world, and they that d l therein." 

nfortunac ly, most of Pale~tinian Arabia does not elong to the 
Arab bur to fe Arabs. The Arabs have not suff red; their condi­
c' n has b n r ady improved by the sciendhc agriculture and the 
health measur s hich the J ws ha , introduced into Pal stin . Im­
prov m nr or all of Pal scin , hospitals, roads, and irrigation, are 
m de p ssible nl y by ax on the high r standard of living of Je s. 
Th Arab p pulari n i gr ing not only by immigration-and th re 
i at l ast on rirish authority for th statement that Arab immigra­
tion e ceed Jewi h-buc by the face that du t0 improved sanitary 
con di ions th urpl o births over d arh i higher th n anywhere 
el e in the Arab orld and infant mortality lo er. 

If the Ara le d rs loved th ir o n p ople half s much as th y 
hate the J w ch ir prin e ho roll in oriental wealth, ould set aside 
a large proportion of the income they derive from ch s eac of one of 
the most exploited agricultural proletariat on earth to int oduce san­
itary commissions, to root out • blinding trachoma and the terrible 
parasitic disea e chat infe c the bl d and bowels of the whole poor 
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population, and that come from impure drinking water and unshod 
feet. They would protect their women and elevate chem from being 
beasts of burden and breed cattle, thrown on the scrap heap at a time 
when the women of the west are in their prime. They would reforest 
the land they claim so greatly to love, and reclaim the deserts, as the 
Jews are doing. Bue when lbn Saud talked with President Roosevelt, 
and the President suggested that there is room for many many more 
millions in the vast stretches of the Arabian world and offered aid in 
reclamation projects, Ibn Saud replied, "My people are of the desert; 
they are not interested in agriculture." They are, however interested 
in Lend-Lease as a means of getting food! 

Two Worlds in the Middle East 

There is no natural ri,ghc, in common sense, history or humanity, 
for any people to maintain half-iohabired deserts in a world where 
millions of men, with brains, hands, backs to work and dreams to 
realize, live overcrowd,ed. Ther,e is no natural right ro be a dog in a 
manger. 

Ibn Saud's story of history is, compound d of ,a great deal of non­
sense. That the ancient Canaanit,es were Arabs is news. Palestine be­
came Arab by conquest-Arab conquest from outside Palestine and for 
centuries went through the hands and exploitation of various Arabic­
speaking but not indigenous Palestinian rulers and others such as 
Kurds and Christian crusaders, before it was conquered by the Turks 
and he d until the last war. Egypt, which is also claimed as pare of the 
new Pan-Arabia is only partly Arab. Its ruler, King Farouk is not 
of Arab ancestry. He is a descendant of Mohammed Ali, an .Albanian 
general in Turkish service, who came in to drive out the French and 
the Mamelukes became governor by massacring his opponents-as I 
recall it, he invited them all to dinner and poisoned them-and mas­
tered the country by recruiting a vast force of poor fellahin in such 
a ruthless fashion chat many mutilated themselves to avoid his service. 
The story of the Middle East for centuries and until the present day, 
is one of violent conquest, of unutterable poverty together with orien-



ral splendor, and of rulers who have been notoriously devoid of any 
social sense whatsoever. 

Jewish Palestine, colonized with the consent of all western civili• 
zation, is not such. We shall make a great mistake if we chink that by 
abandoning it we shall make we tern civilization more palatable to 
the Effendi. Were the colonists British or American not J wi h, the 
hostility would be no less. Non-Jewish Europeans or Americ ns in• 
dine, I think, to flatter themselves in thi regard. What strikes the eye 
in Palestine with enormous impaa is the contrast between the Arab 
and Jewish parts of the country. One's impression is not that one 
people are Jews and the other Arabs, but chat one are westerners and 
the other middle easterners, and of the gap in time between them. 
On the one side is cleanliness,. progress refined agricul rure, health a 
highly developed social sense and order· in short the western twen­
tieth century, while on the other is squalor mi ery, di ease, and a 
somnolent feudalism that belongs co the cenrh century. Th re is ound 
to be tension but I do nor see that we are bound to retreat. 

Something peculiar has happened to the mencalicy of west rners 
in this age; we seem to feel chat we hav something co apologize for. 
We have bad consdences,-for instance- about imp rialism, though 
western imperialism has only supplanted more violent and brutal 
imperialisms, and has carried with it concepts of liberty and self­
goverrunent. But imperiali m i exploitation of backward peoples for 
the benefit of the home purse. That is not the case in Jewish Palestine. 
Jewry has not taken £ und out of Pales cine but poured them in; it has 
not broken the backs of Arabian coil rs but raised their living stand­
ards. It has nor asked for a British Pa estine, but for a free state on 
good terms with the whole world. lts economy js private enterprise, 
wirh strong social demands and its agriculture is cooperative, neither 
individualistic nor communistic. It represents a great seep furward 
in the Middle East not a step back. And it is an achievement of west­
ern civilization chat ought co be supported, unless western civilization 
is prepared to retreat all over the globe. 

l see no way in which Humanity will be served by such a retreat. 
The Judeo-Christian world should hold u its head and not beat its 
breast. It should recount its achievements as well as its shortcomings. 



It is the inventor of democracy, as it has been the apostle and creator 
of personal and social freedoms. It has abolished serfdom and slavery. 
It has invested the common man with the fundamental rights of the 
prince. It has emancipated woman from being the slave to being the 
companion of men. It has released the energies of nature; it has, of 
all civilizations, most successfully fought plague, bacteria, famine, 
6ood, and the waste of the soil. It has, of all civilizations, done most 
to make man the master of his environment. By its ingenious mastery 
of the air, it has shrunk the globe into One World-and discovered 
the secret at the heart of the sun with which that world can be de­
stroyed, or made glorious. And-most importantly-it has fought and 
defeated those from its own number who sought to impose themselves 
upon the rest of the world as its masters. 

The age of nineteenth century imperialism is over. But the age of 
creative energy, led by our concepts of civilization, is not, J hope, over. 

What I Saw in Pa1lestine 
., 

During my visit to Pales,tine, in May 1945 I concentrated especially 
on the kibbutzim-the agricultural col,onies. Let me tell you about 
just one of them that I visited by chance and quite withdut previous 
arrangement. It was seeded ten years ago by a small colony of Jews 
from Yugoslavia. Not one of them had been born on the land, though 
all of chem had worked together to prepare themselves for a pioneer­
ing job. 

We went into the settlement through a modern farmyard> notable 
for a huge concrete grain elevator capable of storing 1500 tons. The 
road opened upon a large, low house, with a wide flat roof and gal­
leries, that looked not like a farmhouse but like the house of some 
country gentleman, for it was bright with glass, surrounded by lawns 
and beautiful flower gardens, beyond which was a great parti-colored 
landscape of gleaming citrus groves, vineyards, peach, plum, and 
apple orchards, and wide fields of grain. And beyond them were 
forested mountains. 

When the settlers took over this land, which now comprises eight 



hundred acres, only ten had ever grown anything for generations. 
From whom, then had they t:aken land? From Arabs? No - from 
nature and neglect! 

These settlers had first irrigated the land. Then to hold the soil 
and eventually benevolently to influence the climate, they had planted 
the higher and most eroded hills with forests. They had set out a 
_quaner of a million pine trees. They had sec our citrus groves, the 
chief fruit, vineyards, and orchards of 3200 other fruit trees. This 
fann supported 130 head of cattle, thre thousand head of poultry, 
long hutches of rabbits, and more than three hundred hwnan beings! 

Every single thing they ate except sugar tea, coffee, cocoa, was 
grown on the farm-the grain for the bread, the milk, eggs, meat, 
and vegetables. I had dinner with chem, and che meal was hearty 
enough for a G.I. Joe. 

_I know of no other pla e in the world where eight hundred acres 
of land would feed and clothe over chre , hundred people of whom 
only 120 were of working age: the rest were parents and children. 

None of this had been done with hired labor. All of it had b en 
done by men, women, and youth who,, like the monastic orders, had 
taken a vow of individual poverty in order to become collectively 
rich~ There was of course, a ·complete rationalization of labor inside 
and outside. No one received wages: ch e onomy was that of a fam­
ily. If a man needed a shire or a woman a dr , or money for a movie 
in town, they asked for it. The profit a u ed in three ways: to pay 
off the debt and found new ttlement : to furnish the members with 
needs requiring cash expenditures. to furnish reserves again!jt rainy 
days-which in Palestine means dry ones! 

The cultural life of this ectlement, as of all the ochers I saw, was. 
very high. The seeder had a library of 2 00 books. They had a small 
orchestra. Theirs is of course a parcan life of plain living and 
steady toil. It is also, and most import mly a life of devotion-to the 
community, the soil, and an id a. It i this that outsiders find it hard 
to understand. The ducat d Arab for in ranee., attributes it all to 
prodigious wealth streaming from gold-plated Jewish magnates in 
America, and says, "With so much capital anyone could do the same 
thing.'' They could only if they had access to as much scientific knowl-



edge and if they had the same devotion and faith-for faith is the 
real manure of the Palestinian soil and the source of the Jewish settlers' 
energy. 

Salvation by Love 

An Englishman-a Catholic as it happened-was motoring with 
me one day, and expressed his opinion that 0 these settlements are 
sheer communism." It happened that jusr at that moment we passed 
a very beautifully landscaped and planted hillside topped by a wide 
building, and the flourishing conditions of the estace led me to inter­
rupt him to ask whether char was a Jewish settlement. He said, no, 
that was the monastery of a Catholic brotherhood. So I said, "Isn't 
that a variecy of communism? And did not your great English Catholic 
writer, Chesterton, auribute rhe decline of agriculture in England to 
the foreclosure acts which took the Jand away from the brotherhoods 
and distributed it to private persons ?' .. 

Actually the spirit and form of the kibbutzim 1can be more accuracely 
compared to chose ol religious orders than co modern collectivism. 
The settlers organize themselves and govern themselves; the spirit of 
shanng reminds me of the Mormons or che old Shakers who also built 
rich communities on the cooperative syscem. 

And the hospitality to immigrants, particularly co immigrant chil­
dren, so many of whom a hey trickle through are orphans, is the 
hospitality of a religious order or a family. They are taken in with 
lov , despite the fact that each means the sacrifice of more work, and 
each is an individual problem. For we muse nor think that the life 
of the Jews in Europe during these terrible years has left no evil 
effects. l often ondered what could be done with the children cha 
arrived r m E rope. Dircy, lousy, accustomed co the terrible condt· 
tio s of li e, their minds subjected to scenes of utmost brutality, humil­
iate - with the inexorable effects that humi iation breeds of obse­
quiousness and aggressiveness trusting no one, accustomed to steal 
as the only way of us amin life- roblem hildren created by the 

s f Hider urope nd t e indifference of civilization. 



I learned in Palestine chat no social worker or child psychologist 
could possibly have accomplished what love, faith, and infinite pa­
tience have done with these hildren. They come inm a do ely organ­
ized and highly disciplined community where every ne is bu y and 
everything is routined. They break down the dis iplin s. They steal 
bread from a beaurjful table and hide ic in their lo ker ; they . narch 
at other children·s shoes and hide them away; busy women deaning 
their rooms find birs of rancid butter among t th ir cloches. They lie 
on each and every occasion-because they have come to regard the 
world as their enemy. Yee I have seen chddren who entered these 
settlements only a few months earlier, upright, candid, gay and free. 

They had nor been reformed-they had literally been "'saved." 

The Jews After Victory 

There is a tendency now co think: Well, Hider is defeated and the 
Jews will be all righr in Europe. 

I wish I could believe chat. But the Je s are nor all right in Europe, 
they are not all right in their own minds, and the people around them 
are not all right, either. Somer:hing terrible has, been let loose in 
Europe and an historic experience ha been undergone which victory 
cannot soon blot out. The remnant of Jewry in Europe has been 
shocked to its foundations. The economic f oundaci ns of their live 
have been oblireraced and how can chey b re cored? Their prop cries 
have already gone through many hand . hall they demand them back 
-and incur new hatreds from people who think they got chem legit­
imately by sales? 

How about the remnant of Jewry in Germany? Shall they now 
go through the vicissitudes of the defeat, as they w m thr ugh the 
more awful vicissirud s of German vi corie ? The majority of Euro­
pean Jewry would, I know, rather work like slaves in Pal seine then 
be saved by charity in a Europe that has showed th m so fearsome a 
face. I noticed that when an American commission r ntly i u d 
Jews still remaining in German concenrration camp 11 I ask d em 
what chey wanted, ch y said, "To go to Pal stinc.,, 



President Roosevelt's answer co Ibn Saud was noncommittal. It 
will, however, have a completely Arabian content read into it. He 
said that no decision would be taken in respect ro the basic situation 
in Palestine without full consul cation with Arabs and Jews. I hope 
he meant the basic situation that was created long ago. What 1s needed 
is exactly ro re-establish that basic situation. The President could 
sincerely promise rhat no action hostile to the Arab people would be 
undertaken. No accion ever has been. But I would point out the ex­
treme danger of assuming that the King of one Arab country has the 
right to take over responsibility for Arab-speaking people in other 
countries. That looks very like Hitler's Pan-Germanism, when he 
undertook to def nd Austrians and Suderen Germans and Germans 
anywhere in Europe or America as che self-appointed head of the 
German race and ro foment terrorises among chem. 

I would like ro conclude with a word from two men. One is a 

great Jew and-whether he knows ir or not-a great Christian, one 
of the most courageous defenders of all humanity in chis most inhu­
man world. In a tremendous plea for Zionism,* he wrote: 

"Before God I do nor wric ro stir up hatred against anyone what­
soever, even again t tho e who have committed these barbarities and 
still less against the German people, some of whom have suffered as 

. terribly themselves. Hatred i no answer to an evil so awful: the only 
answer is to summon up from one' hearr every arom of kindness and 
love of which one is capable, and so, in however infinitesimal a meas­
ure, to restore the balance. But it is nece ary ro remind ourselves of 
just what these peopl have ndured and are enduring now, if we 
are not co allow slackn ss or 'realism·, or 'practical difficulties' to 

betray us into sitting still and doing nothing." 
I can echo those word . I can also say Before God, I do not speak 

to stir up hatred again c anyone whatsoever-not against the British 

to whom we owe salvation for that heroic, lonesome, sacrificial year, 
nor against the Arabs-but to appeal only to Humanity and Justice. 

In England a few month go when I had the pleasure of lunching 
with Winston Churchill, he recited a favorite quotation. I would 

• Victor Gollancz in owh , to LJJ) Their Head , publi hed in the nited States by 
The .American Chri tian Pal rm ommircee, 1945. 



address it to the Arabs: .. The earth is an indulgent mother. She will 

provide abundantly for all her children, if they but cultivate her soil 

in justice and in peace." 

Let the Jews have restored to them their promi e : lee chem peace­

ably colonize and cultivate their soil in justice: lee the United Nations, 

and especially Great Britain and the United Scates, extend co the .Arab 

population some of the immense benefits of western civilization which 

the Jews have extended to chemsel ves; and lee us defend the peace of 

all who would dwell in peace, in that land, where for Arab as well as 

Jew, the common greeting in the street is-Peace. 
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