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lll'TEC 

by 

• 1ul1ua l'oha 

Prertoualy I have cl a1t1ed land u•• 1n 

Palestine aa tollowa: 

}le. 

Irri ble landa ------------------------ 470,000 

Cult1v ble landa ---------------------- 761,400 

Gr z1 and Foreat -------------------- 251,000 

Uncluaitied dUDe Dd deaert ---------- 11133,~00 

Total-------------- 2,815,800 

To irrigate this lllllOUDt ot land require• tull 

oouen tion and uae ot all w ter, river, ■pring anc1 

well (UD4ergroun4 re■ervoir) water, and aurpl\18 w ter 

trom djo1n1ng Lebanon and Syria. Alre dy it involve• the 

Jlaki ot cooperative grHJDenta with adjo1n1 Arab land.a 

tor the advant ot all. aide■ it ~ceaa1t tea the 

demi ot the two lar rivera, the 1ordaA and L1tu1, 

both tor 1rr1 tion nd hydroe ectric power. Under the 

favor ble condition ot tull ua~ ot the water, rural 

popul :tion (incluaive or 52000 n011acla) ot 1,319,675 Cl\Jl be 

aupport din Pale tine and a total population ot 5,000,000. 
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'l'he r1t1ah ~ll partition throw t landa in 

th thre pr1no1pal zone into t tollow1 cate or1e : 

da ab 'J wish 1t1ah 

II ctarea Hectarea Hect re 

Irr1 ble 288,400 181,600 ........ -...... -... 

Cultiv ble~ 11,686 (a) , 
(b)206,000 95, 0 --------------

Gra 1 oreat 216,777 ~,723 

aert, dUDBa 31700 22. 67.200 

1a d1Y1 ion at r a 1rr1 bl land 1• ba don 

full o b atera, which und r his partition c~, .. 

inc eased co pl1cat1ona. um. 

t 8 1a tor rural 1>0lJUlation t 

land a a whole, 1t ould -1"19 t 

encl T6 

urb popul tion. 

88 or th 

rural poRB1@t1on 

1t1ab 4 ,000. In 

an e ti t 185,000 

It e ch or the zo a • to depend on ta own 

water and no 1nterua ot ia pr ctical, t tot land 

and benc rural population all• gre tl.y below t1 8 iTeD 

bee ot th lar UM t ctor 1n 1rr1 - bl land , cutti 

rur 1 population po 1b1l1t1ea t lea t 0,000 tort 1 h 

zone, 300,000 or th b1c. 

hia partition ault in: 

(l) nomoualy c011pl1cat1 al adyc pllcat 

ot all ttera relat1 to 1rr1 tion d power 

deTelo nt by 1no aa1 t 11 bro author1t1 to 

d alth 1th. 



(8) Putti11g all 1aportant reaervoir eitea into 

t Arab zone, except tor a few tor develoiaent ot th 

Negev wh1oh would tall into the Britiah zone. 

Kl Battau1' ao neceaaary tor storage ot 1ordan 

water tall• into the Arab zone, •• do all the amall 

Page 3 

NNnoira to couen. the flood water a ot the 1u4ean hill•, 

and tor ■torlaag ot winter deep nll water. Irrigation, 1n­

cluc11ng oanal.1zat1on which alao would be greatly aplit, can 

only be handled auoceaatully aa a jolnt UDdertakin beneficial 

to all, both 1ew and >.,rab. 

( 3) All the 1.Jlportant aprlnga exoepti only 

Raa el Ain (at the bead ot th Auja river) ud aome ot the 

aclr elOD and Belaan aprlnga, are int e Arab .zone. 

DeTelopaant at aprl a 1a very ~rt n anct auch a 

partition would in.ritably delay it. 

(•) The .. 41terranean 41vera1on plan would be 

impeded a111ce th• 11ain reaervoir, the power aitea and p rt 

ot the caaal. would be 111 the Arab zone; the prea nt 1orde.A 

power plant 11k91r1M. 

(C) at ot the ato~e quarr1ea, exceptlu.g poaaibly 

ao 111 t 1eruaal enclave and the c nt quarry at 

Haifa, would be 1n Arab haJMla. T • Potaah planta, phoaphate 

rook 4epoa1ta, and t l1a1te4 oil pou1b1llt1ea would be 

in the Arab zone, except tor any 111111.ed oil poaa1b111tl•• 

111 the Br1t1ah zon • 

(6) The apl1tt1n ot the H lta Bey area aake• 
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d1tt1cult further 1nduatr1al1z tion, e pecially 1th the 

dd1t1on l proposed use ot this area tor great ritiah 

naval baae. The development of the Aqaba harbor will l1ke­

w1ae be tor ritiah account only. 

(7) Taxation will be greatly complicated, and to 

thia there may be ad4ed interzonal cuatoma. oad• will be 

neceaaaril.7 split in thia aoh8118 and their upkeep beooae 

•or d1.ff1oult. 

(8) In the earlier, 1937, p rtition, the ater 

part ot Galilee w lett in the 1ew1ah zone. his d the 

a4v8Jltage ot aupply1 aome uplands tor grow1n cereals. 

he preaent ach ... lea ea in the 1ew1ah zone allaoat ex­

clua1Tely land requiring expenaiv 1rr1ga.t1on, with 

pr ctically no cereal landa. 

M reported in t e w Yor 1 a, A .18, 1946, 

the 1ew1ah Agenoy ha d counter propoaal essentially • 

tollowa: 

(1) That Pale tine be divided, p rte .Areb am 

1ew1ah at t a be et up, ach un er it own aov rei :ty, 

and e ch rantin Brit in military n Tl ba ea. 

( 2) Thia plan would add to the 1ew1ah rea the 

following preTioualy included in the AX'ab area by the 

Britiah plaJU 

(a) Gal.11lee uplanda and the Acre plan. 

( b) The c nt r l J'.orc\an plan. 

(3) It ould grant th Arab• the port ot 

1atfa and uae ot a corridor aoroaa the 1ewiah are ao a• 
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to g1Te the Arab are, ranajordan, end Ir direct contact 

with the diterranean at the 1atta port. 

(4) It would allot t egev p vioua set aai e 

tor retent on a ilitary baae tor ritain t o the 1ew1ah 

State, but allow uae o t 

purpoae. 

ar by Britain tor auch 

(5) It would add certain potential i r ri able 

lands bet en Gaza and ersheb. 

T 1a partitio pan ould result in the tollowi 

allot ent or landa: 

Ar b tate 1ewiah state 
Hectares Hectare• 

da 

Irrig ble il.24, 50 345,150 

Cultivable gl 2 7 ,38? 161,?93 
9 • 20&,000 

Grazing Foreat Ol,400 49,000 

Dea rt . Dunes 22&,5'10 88.ft,330 

Thia o d giv t e 1ew1ah St te 2367 •quare ile• 

ot which 1113 woul be c ltivable end irri able uch or it 

ultillately at gre t coat; plua 4147 aquar ilea ot t e 

egev conaiating ot 2~ low ade cereal land•, with b lance, 

dea rt i a total or 6,514 •quare ilea a• a ainat about 3,486 

square Jllilea tor the Arab t te. Thia would llow for an 

ultillate lewiah State rural population ot 817,000 ad an 

Arab State ultimate rur l opulation of •~~.ooo. 
Thia 1v1a1on retai • 1n 1ewiah 1 nd• th propoae4 

~l Battaut r a rvoir site, and two-third.a of the land oTer 
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which the editerranean div rsion plan orka would b built, 

alao t e 1orde.n hydroelectric p er plant. Irrig t1on plana 

would still have to have the cooperation or both Arab Palestine 

and or th djoining Ar b tatee, and .Arab Pale at ine ould 

retain oat or the smaller reaorvoir sites s neceaaB for 

oonaenin 1ntsr flood atera oft e 1udean hills. The South 

Potaah .;llant o ld be in the J'ewiah areo.. However, tho new plan 

does 1mpl1fy considerably th building ot irrigation works ov r 

the Britiah plan. 

I:t th1a new plan 1a ccepted, Britain should join the 

1ewiah State in the further develo ent ot harbor a t .A.ore, 

Haifa and .Aqaba, aince it woul have use of the or naval 

baaea. 

'l'he 1ewiah proposal ould as cari ultimately for 

3,100,000 po uletion 1 the 1ewiah e an 1,600,000 in the 

Arab ar a, to~ t r 1th n ult1Ill8te 1eruaalem-Bethlehe 

population ot 300,000. In d41t1on, the Arab• not only have 

'l'rua 1orcian (in exoeaa of 34,000 aqu re la) to d velop, and 

to which ab Pelestin ill prob bly ttech it elf. Alao 

grater poasibilitiea exist in Irak where irrigated land• can 

be acquired and deTeloped at one-titth the cost and ood land■ 

are aa ured tor a very large ab population int e T1gr1■-

Euphratea valle7 as propoaed by • Herbert Hoover. 

Under this ■chem taxation would be greatly a1mplitie4 

and each atete make uae ot ita own taxea. 

Were th 10,000 aqu re lea orignally allotted 

under the undate g1Ten the 1ewa, it would repreaent only 
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ne-halt pore nt or tot l o de -- and 

it the 1ew1 hp o o l 1 co pt d. it old b ot -
on Pore nt, 0 0 lot 0 1 0 -

e 0 1 0 lo e t 

propo of y in r II. C 

1 w1 h both c n c on l 1n1 

ctio ti 10 ) n. 




