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TWENTY- SECOND ZIONIST CONGRESS 

Basle , December 9 1 1946 

0 P E N I N G A D D R E S S 

by 

DR . CHAIM WEIZMANN 

{President , World Zionis~ Organisation ) 



OPENING A D D R E s 

by 

DR . CHAI1v EIZMANN, 

President, Yorld Zionist Orgo.nisation 

Delivered t Basle, 9th Dl,cunber, 1946. 

----------------~ 

DELEGATES TO THE XXIInd ZIONIST CO GRESS -

Seven years have passed since th f teful August of 
1939 when we lnst met together in Gt:neva. 1'he final hurried 
hours of the Twenty-first Zionist Congress, closing its delibe
rations on the eve of war , ar~ vividly b~fore me at this mom6nt. 

e parted in the gloom of th6 approaching storm, but also· in 
tt:he stubborn faith that the darkness ould not bt; abiding . We 
were ell aware that one of the decisive hours in the history 
of mankind was upon us, and we accepted its gravity with fear 
and with hope. We dreaded the impending· holocaust which would 
descend upon all nations, great and small . We trusted that a 
better world would emerge from the ruins . 

2. It seemtd to us then that e had no illusions as to 
the cost that victory ould exa.ot. vJe thou gh t we could fore-
see the magnitude of tht toll to p id befor6 the azi on-
slaught on civilisation was repul sed . But Wb were convinced 
that the future ould justify rur trust that a world ordtr based 
on the rights of peoples and indi iduals ould be fashion d by 
the victors after the challenge of brute force had bten crushed. 
Nor did it seem too much to believe that in he agony of the 
struggle the world would learn th~ meaning of the lesson whose 
first portent had been the torturb of the Jews . 

3. Now in th' light of past and pr~sbnt events the bitter 
truth must be spoken . ·e feared too little and we hoped too 
much. e under-estimated the b stiality of the enemy ; we 
over-estimated· the humanity, the wisdom, the sense of justiee, 
of our friends . ; 

4. The shadow of tragic b0reaver .. bnt is upon us to-night. 
The gr6at mass of huropcan Jewry has been slaughtered; its 
centres of lift and cultur~ ravaged, its habitations laid waste. 
Systematic savagery, unique in the records of inhumanity, was 
turned against defenc6less men , wom6n , and childr0n. Six 
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millions have perished in a process of annihilation whose dimen
sions dwarf all the massacres and persecutions of J·01.ivish history -

so rich in trag dy . 'e can count th6 bodivs of our dad , but 
our loss in terms of those imponderable values whereby human 
be i ngs enrich the thought and spirit of mankind is imIJ10 surable . 

e can only remember our dead as our own klth nd kin; whose 
destiny was linked to ours by a long chuin of historic tradition 
reaching back to the dawn of Jewish civi.lis tiono 

5 . T(') - do.y J6 o.r~ nun1erically reducbd .. nd int0llvctually 
impoverished . Jewish int elltc t d -rived erc;a t strength from the 
an c ient communities i n Eastern buropt; 1 with their unbroken tradi 
t ion of l earning . This learni n , rooted in r0ligion, was an 
i mportant training ground for the intellecto Thd disciples of 
th~se school s often found th6ir way into We tern Universities , 
and the synthesis of Eastern and Vestern culturt: , c;mbodied in 
many Jewish men of science and art, gave rise to rc 0 arkable 
achi~vements of which we were justly proude Of all that we 
have been cruGlly deprived . And this constitutes an i r1:Jparable 
loss , not only to our o '~n people , but to ' 11 mankind o 

6 . Our tradition has always e 1bodied tht.j liberal spirit , 
the fr edom of man ' s· conscience and inte::llt;;ct , the revolt against 
i dolatrous authority o When a violent onslaught w s made upon 
those values , its greatest fury fell upon uso B~ ng hom~less 
and dispersed , ~ were t1clpl ss to r0sist , and six million dead 
tes t ify to the consequences of our n tion 1 homelessness. Other 
peoples were also cruelly attac•{:ed, but no 0 su .' 'fer8d in equal 
degree . To - day they are liberated, heir yoke sh·kbn off o 

Secure in the possession of th~ir lrnd ~n lvnrth, thf;jy arise to 
rebuild their ruins , nd to enter u· on nb ,, lea e of free na
tional life . But the survivors of .2..,ur holocaust langui h in 
refugee camps , without liberty or hope ; and whvn, in a des e -

rat bid for that lib rty and hope, th6y strik0 out towards their 
brothers in the Homeland , they ar~ cr·uclly harr8d from 1 ts 
shores , and herded b0hind barbed ~ir0 once ·gain on foreign soil . 

7 . It vas thl:l d\, ·tiny of ~ionism to vto.rn Jewry and man -
kind of tht perils to which we were expos0d by reason of our 
dispersion and our lack of status as an tion among the nations 

of the world . As the peril drew nearer, our rarnings became 
more urgent , more desperate. Ten years ago I spoke to a Royal 

Commission , in your narr·e , of these v0ry millions who have sinoe 
perished : ' " Jewish misery affects tht:: fate of six million 
people ••• Th~y cannot get ou t; they cunnot find employm~nt; 
there is nobody who is concerned for hem They are doomed, 
they ar6 exasperated, they are in despair~ 11 Do not these 
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wor ds , ,fuich then portrayed the situ1 ion of six millions , 
apply \rith equal force to tht.; f ·l urvi ors to - day? And 
to- day , as th~n , 1e ace omp ny our ,.·arnin[; v·i th an a ppcal not 
to destroy our sole rbn ~1.ining hope , and not to br·eo.k the 
Covenant . !.'l ich the soc i 6 ty of n· ti ons made . ·i th us , and laid 
as a d -ed of trust in British hands. 1h8n disast~r fell 
u pon our pGople in Europe , we asked tna t the g:- tes of the 
National Home be not shut in th0 face of those who survived , 
History will judge wneth8r this as n exorbitant demand j' 
t he verdict will record the consbqu~nces of its rej~ction . 
In the moment of our bittcrust ne~d , the doors of our Homeland 
were all but shut in our f~ces , in spite of many prot~sts of 
l iberal opinion i n tngland 3l1d elsovlere , and contrary to the 
ter ms of the fuandate ,iliich is th~ legal and morul basis of 
British rule i n Pal~stine . 

8 . Not mu ch mor~ need b~ said about the Wbi te Paper, 
whi ch c ont r ibuted not a little to our di sastBr in Europe , a nd 
i s dir6ctly responsible for the presen t troubled s i tuation 
in Palestine . Few documents in hi3tory have worse consequenc es 
for 1J 1hich to answ~r . I could say nothin about its political 
and moral characttr hich •1ould ring as eloquently as the 
denunciations ·hich r· inisters of thb prtsent Governr tent hurled 
against it at the time . For six long years , vhil~ the butchery 
was going on in Eu~opc , c continually drew a tention to possi 
bilities of rescue . \: ene er a ne I country was about to come 
under Gestapo rule, 1e asked that t c gates of the National 
Home be opaned so that as many s possi le of our people might 
be saved from the fires of th c:: crcma t oria and t ,,_e fumes of 
the gas - chamb0rso Our vntreati - s ftll on deaf ears . It 
seerr.ed that the v·hite Paper ,as more sacred to one people 
than lif itsblf . Sometimes ~ ,~re told that our exclusion 
from Paltstine ~s n~cessqry in order to do justice to a nation 
ne ly- endo ed th seven ind0pondent t0rritories cov8rin a 
million squ· ru miles . At o uh -;r tirnt:s , we were infor11ed that t he 
admission of -our refugees might , in tim0 of war , t:::ndanger mili 
tary security . 

When human need , md the instinct of sel.f-pre 
s rvation , collid d iith the hite ~ap~r , the rusult was the 
Struma , the Patria , o.nd .~auri t ius . 

9 . Our grief as incr~as0d by th~ circu stance that the 
great nation which was deaf to our up Jt-al , 'nd to its o 1n obl i 
gations in our mos critical hour , as Grba t Br·i tain - whose 
bonds of sympathy and associ~tion ith us had been drawn close 
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by the Balfour Dccluration of 19170 It ras difficult - nay impossible - for us to b~li «Jve th3. t Brit in wou l d con tinu to set the VVhite .t?ap~r above i ntc.:rr.at.Lonal oblii:ations and abov the dictates of humanity and jus ti.cc o \Je bc;litjved that this was a passing phase - a m01n0ntary lapst; d ring vhich the liberal conscience of Britain as dull~d by international tensions . 
10. e suspended our struggle against the '''hi te Paper , and threw all our strength in to thv pool of the Allied war effort. Thirty thousand of our young ptople in Palostina enlisted in the British forces , and the scientific nd industrial· r~sources of the National Home were devoted to the Allied cause. \ e felt entitled to hope that the victory of the ideals for which we were all fighting rould automatically destroy the White Paper nd annul its spirit; and thut a world mich was to be governed by principles of equity and justice couid not possibly refuse our demand for equ~lity [ ong the nationso • at further demonstration of the unhappy anomaly of our posltiou could be required, noi that the blood of our millions cried out to Heaven? We were encour~ged in this belief by the vords of British statesmen and by the generous p~omises of the Labour Party wnich was then as )iring to office e It seer-:ed incrt:::dible that anybody could fc~d a people sob ttered and exh usted with illusory promises. 

11. Yet this ite Paper continues to exert a ptrnicious influence over the political atrrosphert: of th., Je ish National Homt , ven though th Primt i1 ini ster has stated th .. t his Govc:rn ment is not bound by it. Ne W1:;lcome this statumbnt of prin'W' ciple, though we ish th:it it 'ler - · pressed in c oncrc:te acts . The grant of 1,500 certificates a month is slirht dent in the White Paper , but t} at document m 1st bt not only dent d, but swept entirely away befor~ the ground is clear~d for a constructive solution. 

12. The bond of friendship betweun the Jevish p~ople and Great Britain is one of the fine conceptions born of the BalfouF Declaration ~•hich the ·~hit e Paper has all but destroyed . This is a matt r for deep sorro to those of us ,ho would like to see· the British conn ~ction pr svrved for the common bunc:fi t of both. But th~ rupture is not of our ma{ing , n_d c~nnot b8 haled by :-·1::--·sel,res alone . rt;ithvr is it nt;cess ry or an inevitabl breach. 

13. It is, I sure, not ncc~ss ry for me to say that in the moment Mien the British Government undert kes to c rry out th t provisions of tho ,I' 1date in spirit and in lttter, the 
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strain bt;tween us will t;asG. It is not ::. tension "rising from 

any fundamen tnl conflict of in urt.,s ts . •r:r., sanctity of inter

national oblitat ions - a principle vbich inspirud Gr ~nt Brit in 

through th0 perils of two g r 0at 'nrs - C t nn ot bu casually laid 

aside in dealing with tht Jewish pcoplu . If there is antagonism 

in the Yishuv directed ng-ainst the Br i tish Government, it is not 

a token of~ deep~rooted desir~ t o drive Bri tain from her posi -

tion in Palestine . Its solb origin is indign~tion at Britain's 

deviation from her mandatory trust. ••1ic c~nnot support or con 

done our oun bt;trayal , and. must strive with all our strength to 

avert it - even if the odds aru ago.inst us , even if ve must de .. 

f end thv citad~l of justice unaid bd and a lone . 

14 . Despite all discourageni vnt, we ht;ld and hold to the 

hope of redress , and continuu to consolidat u our position in 

agric ultural· settlerrlen t and industrial and scientific enterprise 

in Palestine . In all thtse sph.jres we have achieved results 

whi ch demonstrate inter 1.1.lia that th0 country ' s absorptive capa 

city can t:xpand far mor0 rapidly than s one 0xp0rts had predicted 

or even we had vent red to exp0ct . Absorptive ca pacity is not 

a static phenomt;n Ono It is determined prim' rily by the inten-

sity of development of the country ut u gi ven time . uch d ve -

lopment is dependen t upon t hb wil l and the sl{ill of the popula -

tion . Absorptive capacity , th~r0for t , c un b~ brought to its 

maximum only by those to vhom it is a m'.itt8r of life and death . 

You wlll hear deto.i.lt;d r eports of thl. progrt:ss nade in every 

branch of our cor:strnctivf.J vndt vour . It is n i mpressi ve re 

c ord of our people's ~ill to er -at~ nvr forms ~nd opportunities 

of life even in the most dispiritin0 p liticnl circumstances . 

But we are unable to accept' situ~ ion in which 1e re forced 

to push our burden uphill all th~ ay , ,; i th but little hGlp 

and much obstruction from thosv whosv duty it · is to facilitate 

the establishment of the t..Ni sh IJ, tional Home . 

15 . We are som0times told thrt.t our aspir~tions must be 

t hwarted becaus0 th0y clash wi th tho int tr~sts of the hrab rld . 

The Arab- Jewi h r~lationship• i s too oft0n 1..n visnged· in terms of 

i ncompatibility and conflicto It :vns not '.J.lways so . The 

Peace Sett 1 cm u n t after th 6 fir t ~.,or 1 d ;-, ·J. r o pt.-n 0 d a gr 0 at area 

of national opportunity to th8· l rab p~oples who had for centuries 

been subj 0ctbd to foreie;n rulo. 1rhcy adv"nced towards the 

possession of full sovereign rights from the ~ st 1-1 editerranean 

to the Persian Uulf , from t h0 T urus .1 ountains to the Ind:lan 

Ocean . This territory included all the hi~toric centres illust9 

riou s through their conn(jction with Ar'b n.nd iuslim tradition . 

Cairo , Damasc s , Baghdad and the Holy Liti~s of .h..rabia were 

freed; and thty O ,t:d th0ir fr0vdo1,1 to thE:: lib e r :-1 ting armies of 
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the .,estern Po ers. Yere no~ the EastE;rn .Po •ers , ·1ith the 
sanction of the highest international tribunal , enti led to of er 
a chance of national independence to the Jews in that tiny seg
r:.ent of the i'ear hast which had been the cradle and focus of our . 
tradition and spiration? 

16. For the Arabs to neglect their vast possessions and 
covet the tiny notch granted to the Jews is neither reasonable 
nor enlightened; especially as we derive our rights from the 
same historic sanction, the sa1Y) e international a ard, hich con
ferred statehood and sovereignty upon them. Arab nationalist 
leaders, such as Feisal, and their British advisers such as Sir 
Mark Sykes and Colonel Lawrence, saw he problem of equity in 
this true perspective . They understood that enlightened self
interest would enable the hrab peoples to derive much benefit 
from the exertions and example of a developing Je, 1ish society. 
The condition which they originally stipulated was that the huge 
Arab world outside Palestine be enabled to achieve its independ
ence and unity. This condition was not entirely fulfilled at 
once, through circumstances beyond their control . But it is 
now an accoo1plished fact . The Arab peoples possess seven inde. 
pendent sovereignties, they have a ee:1t.:,rous r•t easure of represent .. 
ation in diplomatic and international organisations, they have 
territory beyond the tlrem.s of avarice and great sources of 
natural wealth . By what tortuous logic can our norsel be taken 
away and added to th ir feast? Hor can it be moderate for them 
to claim seven tates, and extrcr.i for us to clain one, vhen 
our lack of national status has left us exposed to all the gusts 
of reaction and 0 1>pression which h-:1v blo .rn across the face of 
the world ? 

17. Before the vhole ~,orld I assert : our rork in Palestine 
has brought no injury to the Ar~b peoples . Ont e contrary, 
against the sterile assu , ption of conf ict we sat the hi h~r c n~ 
ception of potential accor . 'v~e ish to bring Je ish effor t 
into h'·rmony v.ri h the .-ider interests of the Liddle East . But 
if '.fe are to do this, the respect which· v:e give to the national 
rights of others cannot be denied to us . We ~re not in P~lestine 

s a col lection of individ als; we are a s 0ciety with na ional 
attributes. Eff rts to suppress the divtinctive character of 
a national community always lead to strife. 111:rture can be peace 
if, instead of suppres~ion, we obtain the right of self-expression . 
In a recent letter to King a'ud, the President of the United 
States asserted that it was not aE' inst tne interests of th~ Arab 
world to urge the irnCTigration of Jes i to P•lcstine and the 
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further developmcn t of thG J 1v .Ji sh N,1 ti onal 
timely for th~s~ words to be "ddrcssed ton 
prc;sento.ti ve of the Arab '"'nd i,1uslim worlds o 
rightful place in the ethnic patttrn of th0 
sho.11 become o. partner in the great task of 
regeneration to which ve both nre co.lluda 

7 . 0. 

homv o It ;o.s 
distinguished re

By assuming our 
l\ iddlu East, w 
dGvelopn en t nd 

18. I h3.V6 n1t..;ntionod the no.i1•e of President Truman, nnd 
here I should lik6 to express our detp appreciation of the 
sympa thy and support which the; Prcsid0nt and Governrii&nt of the United States have consistently l6nt to our caus~ in hes 
difficult days. Viherever A1:t.;rican influ~nce h"s btcn brought to bectr on our problem - v1hetht.;;r in the treo.tn,ent of our sur
vivors in Europe, or in tht: /1:ider is sues of th0 prest:rvn ti on 
and d eve lopment of the Jewish t1 ~tionD.l Horne-· we have f61t the great liberal impulses of th'.:'1.t cwntry to be wo.r .ly aliveo For all this we are deeply grateful to the Ar.,erican Government and 
people. 

19. 6fore I turn to the principles vfuich guide us in our s earch for a solution, I must pause to so.ya few vords about some r~cent events in Palcstineo I do not under-estimate the er el pressures to ,hich our youth has been· subjected, nd the desperate fro.me of mind ,hich thy bngendcrc Our young men and women in Pnlustine o.re r0sponsi ve to gent;rous idc;als hich 
summon them to exertion, and if need bG to s crific e~ In th testing hour of ar they showed their mcttieo ro h zard was too 6Xtrem8, no peri l too fearful for themq They offered them
selves gallantly to dnn 0r , as thy h ve so oft8n ivtn themselves to hardship in pushinr th v frontitrs of cultiv tion ev r deeper into th ~aste landsc ~nty h ve the chiv lry which puts personal safety and int0r~st below the appeal of our common 
causee 

200 It fas th~ tragic destiny of our young genbration to sec their kinsmen brutally murder -d in Europe- ·hile they stood by, helpless and impotent o 'I1hey Wc;re prevented from rccei ving the fe survivors whom rovidenc had sp~rvd0 In their no.tive homeland, the country of the National Home , they found themselves excluded· on racial rounds from all but o. s u1 11 percentage of the land. A nev Govern1 •0nt rhich had promised redrt;SS can to 
power in bngland, 0 nd mobilis ed its armic.:s and fleets to hunt down the pa hetic shiploads of Je 1i sh fugitives "!ho sought a haven ihe re they wt:r c;ntitled to s60k it - amongst their own people in the int~rnationo..lly guarantead National omeo The spirit hich is cailtd patriotism in oth~r nations was deen1ed fanaticism in themo They saw an attempt to stunt the growth of their 0nterprise, to cut them off from their connections and 
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support in the J·0i1ish Diaspor·o. , to h'.:'.nd thvri1 o er to r b 

rul6, 'lnd conde:Ln tl:1;.;m to pt,rl :1.nc;nt n.inority stc .. t So As the 

yeurs of wnr dre r1 on, th...,ir minds w~rc n.ss·1ill;cl by th ne IVS 

of unsp0ako.ble, horrible, '\Cts pc;rp~tr~t0d ron thos~ nLarus t 

and dco.rc.~t to t ht.ffn ,, • '· ith pc'.:'.c0 C - .,e liher .. tion - L;Xcept 

for th e Juwish pvopleo .F1in~llly , ~h0n hv i1"l."iir:J. ion of 

100,000 displaced Jews - urr~d by thb Juvish ·gency and 

repeatedly supported by thG Pr -sicvnt of the United 0ta t e s -

was made contingent on th~ fi~[~ngs of n imp~rtial A glo 

Am~rican Cor- ittee , the postt .1-vo verdict of thn.t Committee 

was evfld d
1 

a nd rGn.c..ins unfulfilled to this d y:. 

21 o It is clifficu 1 t in such circtrr st,..,ncus to retain a 

belief in the victory of pc~ceful ide~ls, in he supr~ ncy 

of moral va lu6s.:. h.nd· yc;t I ffirill , wit out any ht.; Si tntion, 

that we must r0tain it Zionism is n mocern t x prsssion of 

the liberal idual·a DivorcGd from thnt ideal, it loses all 

purpose, all hope; '•fr,cn v0 invo''.:e the bwlsh tradition as 

nupport for our n··tiono.l clnirn, v~ ~l:.c"t not fre1;; to shake off 

the res tr int s of that tradition a11d embark on courses 1thich 

J€wish morality C '.n ot co .doco ~ ,~s . ..,•.issj nntion ., bush, kid-

napping, th~ : 1u:rdcr of inno~e~t t ~Jn, ar0 o.livn to tht., spirit 

of our ·1ov0rncnta 1td cn.1r_1..., to Pal \.., stine to build·, not to 

destroy; terror disto~ s the uss~1ce of Zionisme It insults 

our history; it rnocl{s thb J.de ls for whic o. ~v i sb society 

must stand; it sullies our b' nn.__,r; i co·-ripror.1iscs our appeal 

to the ·;orld I s lj_b0ro.l co· ci1.; · ~c0 r It is futile to invoke 

the n tiono.l strugql0s of othvl n'..l jons as c.XO.rr.plc.s for our

sblveso 1 ot only ar~ the Gire, ,st. Ct;S different} b t 01r 

purposes, too, :.:r0 lnique" :to.ch l oplt must pply its o n 

standards to its conduct, ~nd ~c ~ x ~ 1~rt ~ith th task of 

ighing our actions in th~ sctlt;S of Jvwish r~dition . or 

must ou:r jud n1E;jnt be dn.zzlud by the rl·1re of s(jlf -c onsciou s 

heroism . Has ad::1, fo:c all its herois , ·:ri.n ~ disaster in 

our hi tory" It i s not o r pu_•posc or our right to plung e 

to des rue ~.ion in ordc.H· o be:,quc tn l1:.;<:end of a rtyrdom to 

posterity o Zionism w '"' to 1', ··}: i:;hc; end of our ?lori s 

deaths nd th bbbinning of n ner. p~th 1~c.tling to lie. 

Against the '1hbroics I of .J 1icidc.l violence I urge· the courage 

of endurance, th~ h0roi ~m o sunvrhum n r strriint. I ad.mi t 

that it requires stront:er c·. r~ctlirn, mo e - irile ne,rves, than 

are needed for acts of iol0nc0;- 'w hJ th1.:r t .. ey c n ri e to 

t t genuinv couro.gt:., bovc the; mor 1 d~~rndat ion of terrorism , 

is t ht; cho.llene which history issues to our youth., 

22 . Th8St acts whi ch · rl1 in th:;;, t.l os moral ly abhorrent 

are a lso bo.rr6n of ull adv·~nuo.,Jb o T_ y e,xposb our hard-won 

achivve cnts to tht: prosp,..,ct of CH. struct· on, und they lL-ad us 
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to a bottomless abyss of nihilism n.nd des~o. ir. Irresponsible 

groups who arrogate to the selves the right to involve whole 

people in the responsibility for their undisciplined acts are 

gambling with the Jewish future~ 11he Yishuv, through its 

elected reprdsentatives, hn.s resolved to rise up against the 

vicious E;lt;ments which threaten its good name and its very 

survival. This Congress will surb)y support the Yishuv in 

its steadfast resolve, and we reject any attempt to fasten 

on the Jewish Community of Palestine as aw ole the blame for 

these misdeeds, The builders of the Jewish futur0 are not 

those ~ho plot murder in dark places, but those who only yester

day went out into the southern desert of the cgev and planted 

a dozen villages in testimony to the constructive purposes of 

Zionism, its resilience und its hopeo 

II 4> 

23. I now turn to the qu estion which has b~en agitating 

the minds of Jews everywhere during the past months o It is the 

question of our political future in Palestine. Five years ago, 

under the shadow of the impending Jewish tragedy , I wrote : 

11 Jewish State in P3.lcstine would be more than 

merely the necessary means of securing further Jewish 

immi g r ation and development. It is a morql need and 

postulate, and it 1Vould be a decisive step towards 

normality and tru emancipationo I bGlieve thnt 

after the war Jews everyw ere can gain in status and 

security only through the rise of a. Je iish tate." 

If this was true in 1941, it is even morL true to-day. This 

is the logical climax of the Balfour Declaration, as its authors 

always understood it. Our claim for a tate is sometimes re

presented as n act of extremism , \vbat is natural for Bulga

rians, A enians, Tr nsjordanians, and many other national 

groups which have no greater claim than ourselves upon the 

conscience of the world, is somehow regard d as unreasonable 

benefaction for the Jews. ~e refus to accept this inequality •• 

ve·ask for free scope in which to develop our national culture -

and ·che culture of a nation comprises not only its literature 

and a~t, but also its political institutions, its conceptions 

of economic organisation, and its efforts in th fidld of social 

experiment . Thesv things, hich all other nations possess, 

we claim in th6 nn. e of equality und of our sufferings, for 

ours el vee . 

/ 24. 
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24 . B~lieving as we do th~t our clain to establish a 
Jewish State is justified by the . nnd~te, and by the r~lative 
positions of thb ~rab Rorld and ours~lvds, · w~ cannot contemplate 
a solution which falls short of hat claimo The t;St11blishment 
of a Jewish tnte in Palestin~ o0 fcrs the possibility of ab
sorbing th e rernn~nts of thv Jewish comrauni tiE:s in 1:urope within 
a rel atively short tim6, without by any means cxha sting the 
capacity of the: country ,o tDJ{e in J0wish immigrants from the 
Middle East or elsewht., re o The, first problem of our genE~r tion 
is the absorption of our million-,::1.nd-,a-qu' rter 'uropean survi
vors , the overwhelming r'.1aj ori ty of r•hom '"'re desperately pressing 
against th6 gates cf' Palestine o Only thG immediate t;Stab lish
ment of a Je,ish tate offers th6 prosp~ct of doing this . It 
is essential that the devclopmvnt of Pal1:,;stine 's resources 
should be entrusted to a Je ish authority possessing the in
tention and the requisite pov,1E:.r to c'.lrry th1t development through 
at a dynamic rateo Experience hns t'ught us that no other 
authority is capable of pro~oting development and rec nstruction 
at a rate commensurate with our need c.nd the c ount ry's full 
capacity . The Jews must be vested v1:L th the privileges and 
responsibilities of dir0ct Govarnment o The Je •;ish pc:ople ust 
be enabled to se0k admission at long last to the society of 
nationso Once secure in thb possession of a full nat ional 
status , we shall strive to vnter into a free and harmonious 
relationship ~ i th other States in the \iiddle East o 

25 . In dealing with the problem of Palvstine there are 
two courses, and only two courses, open to Gre t Britain which 
would enable her to fulfil her obli~ations and inaugu ate a new 
era. of ptaceful d0vblopment in that countryo Ont: alternative 
1s a return to the .r-iandate ns it wan conceived by those who drew 
it up - a return to a p riod of fr~e immigration, limited only 
by the economic capacity of the countryo Th R~port of the 
Anglo- Amari can Co:im1i ttet; of Bnquiry , \i i th not all of wh ich we 
agre8 , contains cert .. in specific proposals v1hi'Ch ~·ould once 
again breathe lif and spirit into th8 ~andateo In the first 
place, the i mmediate immigration of 100,000 Jews from Europe 
has been consistently urged by the United S ➔ ates Governmen t on 
the basis of careful enquiries in ~urope , suppl~mented by the 
rigorous investigation cn.rri.ed out by th0 Anglo- Ameri can Commit
tee itselfo Subs~quent discussions of this project by expert 
committees · revealed that the projGct is well c~pable of early 
fulfi ent . Difficulties of finance and transport are not in
superable, and the mor'.11 woigh t of the J -v'i sh pvople and of 
world public opinion rould .i v0 mom8ntum to this ge ture of 
h ani ty which would flt the su v time improve the atmosphere 
in Palestine~ Seldor~ has n m~asure r6comr.1cnded s0 v1idely and 
impressively bden opposed with so little bGnefit or cause . 

/ 26 • 
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26. A return to the I1 
. • 

0 ndci.te impli 6s • lso the co tinu~tion 
of i 1igrqtion nft6r the entry of the 100, 000 , up o the full 
economic level of the country 's po .rer of absorption, etnd th 
institution of developnlt;nt schrnne s by irrig'" tion and' intensive 
cultiv~tion for the spirit of the c ountry as n ·hole . These 
measures, together with a policy of enc our .•J.ging Palestine 's 
growing industries, ·ould substitute an atmospher8 of optimism 
and expansion· for the pr s6nt dark apprbhension which broods 
over the land. 

27. Another measure, implicit inn rtturn to the ~andate 
and li ewise recommended by the nglo-Amtri~an Committee , is 

the abolition of the Land Ordinances hich dany Jews in Pales 
tine right of possession, or ~vbn access , to som thing like 
nine-tenths of the country. This net of discrimination has 
few parallels, I believe, in the statute-boos of the ~orld . 
It is particularly indefensible in view of the fact that the 
Arab cultivators vhom it professes to protect are tilling 
more land, with more productive results, to-day than before 
our colonisation began. The notice "No Jc s Adm i tted" over 
nine-tenths of the territory of the ·01y Land is c..n affront 
to the human conscience. It must b re oved together ith 
the rest of the Vhite Paper ' s evil heritage . 

28. If the "fuite Paper is thus c onsi ned to oblivion, 
many of its worst consequences i 1 p rish qith it: repressive 
emGrgency regulations; arbitrary arrests and dttentions ; 
suppression of civil liberties; b~rbud v.rirc fortresses in the 
heart of Jerusalem; censorship and ar ti nl law - all the 
hideous legacy of t e v i te Paper ,, Thty wil l ·oe remember d 
only as nightmare. And here, perh ps, I r~~1 I musts y 
that e also remember, as indeed we al rv ye do , th'3.t it W'J.S 

Britain, fir$t among th Gre t Po E-rs, 1hich set hr hand to 
the righting of an ancient wrong ,nd open~d for us the possi 
bility of rebuilding our land. \fuat ·ver or grievarces , and 
temporary tensions, o shall cherish i h bidin gratit de 
this historic act. 

29. I do not under-esti rate the difficulties of Great 
Brit in; but if thu ·,.a.nda tory Po'Nbr fcbls unahl e to fulfil 
the main condition of its tru~t, its ly ltcrnativ is to 
devise a new settlement in which the pur 1Joses of the iandate 
are substantially fulfill d. It is mor lly bound to leave 
Pal estine in a state of finality by <lra in up proposals for 
sound constitutional dev~lopment; a sound c onstitutional 
structure can only bb one which recognises the existence of a 
Jewish nation side by side with the Arab nations . The Jbwish 
community in Pal~stine will nev r surrender its n tional attri . 
butes, an its attachment to national tradition, in order to 

/ merge 
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mer ge t hem into th0 attributes ~'.nd t rn.di tions of another peop7 
• 

If Great Bri t e.in is unn.ble to follo:-r th- paths of the .:i a.ndate , 

she should, I subn it, - b&for retiring - ves t t e ntlon 1 

Home with th0 full r,uthority and status of Je vi sh State . 

30. As for he J...,rabs , the 0sto..blishn1t~nt of a Je v-ish tate 

offers inducements of vhich we believe any of thei r most 

thoughtfu l represtntatives are kt0nly avare , It offers them 

finality. It ~ill establish the possibility of an equal and 

dignified relationship bet e6n Hrcbs o..n ews , hose to..te s 

should find it to their int6rest to co- operate in the execution 

of joint development schemes and in the aclievemcnt of greater 

economic security. 

31. 'l?his solution has , I suggest , the supreme merits of 

Finality, Independence, and Peac e , ~1hich are all entir e ly lacl< 

ing for a ll p~rties concern ed in tht so-cal led forrison Plan 

of Federal· ;iutonomy, which .e must reject vri thout hesi tation 

or reserve. We reject i t both in principle o..nd in detai l: 

in principle because it is neith~r a final solution nor on e 

hich tstablishes the Jev,ish vople in political indepbndence. 

It entirely excludes most of the country from the scope of 

Jewish co l onis ation , :vithout even assuring· us complete freedom 

in the all part which ·rould r enain to us. It is therefore 

very near to~ total and final r0pu iation of the primary condi

ti on of the ,.andate - to facilit t th0 establishP'lt:nt of the 

Jewish National Home in P lti tine . 11 the provisions of the 

Federal flan, Yith rvgard to · rea, immigration veto, nd poten

tialities of development , imply n c rly crystallisation oft e 

Jewish National Home , and vould mt1.1ct::: of it a stunt d , crippled 

thing. This .Plan is no more than a slightly rnodif • ed v h i te 

Papt;r , und because ~e are oppos~d in principl to any plan of 

this kind, e se~ no purpose in discussin its details . 

32 . I am awar0 th-: t th0· establis men t of a Jewish ta.te 

is a bold and · aginativ~ act. I a nlso a are that ther is 

a. pr0judice in so1c quarters· gainst a final , clear-cut solution. 

Bu t the recent tragic history of P~lcstine doos nothing to 

r ecommend a policy of uncert inty or fluidity . Ti.6 is short 

and the n6ed is pressing . \'e ar0 summoned by history and the 

plight of our people to ress for a solut • on which will give 

release to our constructiv energy , and in ensify the ocesses 

which have root do r p~opl e so d~eply in its ancest r al land. 

By industry and perseverance , by couragt :1nd res elution, by the 

r eject ion of terrorism and th6 rene al of faith in our '.1ove e t 's 

liber 1 ideals - by these and thes~ qlon0 shall ie f ulfil our 

d ty to th destiny of our coplu and the vancerr.Gnt of mankind. 
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Fellow- Delegates, 

Fifty years have pa s sed since Theodor Herzl proj0cted 
the Judenstaat . To-day we are on the eve of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the First· Zionist Congress held in this fair and 
hospitable city of Baslc . Looki ng back over the road we h~ve 
travelled in these two generations , we sometimes wonder whtther 
our achiev0m0nts correspond to the high hopes which ins pired 
our first Congress . It is well for us to r emember: ~1Je were 
a handful of men - without m0an s, without influence, without 
exp0rience, without the support of the most powerful elements 
in wo rld Jewry. Ltt us remember , too, that to-day, despite 
the t errible los se s we have sustain6d, this Congress r epres en ts 
more than two mill ion Jews wh o by a conscim s act have identified 
themselves with our i~i ovement and the Zionist ideal. The steady 
vision, the unwavering courage, the sacrificing labour of our 
pioneers have in lo.rge measurt overcomu the difficulties which 
confronted us. Our men and wombn drew sustenance , spiritual 
and material , from a grudging and neglected soil . 

They stand to -day , six hundred thousand strong . 
Testimony to our faith and achievement - achievement in all 
fields of human endeavour : great institutions of l earning; 
an ancient tongue made new again ; cities and villages that 
have wrested li.fe and happiness from misery and decay - testimony 
to the irresistible force which drives our p~ople to become 
free men and women once again on the land of their fathers. 

Let us pray that in unity and singleness of purpose 
we shall achi eve peace and freedom in Zion reborn . 



"Basle 
10-12-46. 

22nd WORLD ZIONIST CONGRESS OPENS 

Lr.rge crowds waited for hours outsid the u~termesse E~hibition 
Building 11c)s ·t:c:-:rA.7 before the opening of the 22nd World Zionist Cougress The 
great hall 11as packed to capacity v1ith Co~ress delegates and visitors. The 
Zionist Act ions Committee vrnro alreat;; seated on the platform, backed bf a huge 
portrait of Herzl, woon the organ. ~~Bll the opening phrase of Hatikvah and the 
audience rose to attention. T~~e : organ:- f~_\sC.iand the:::-e v.aa a solemn quiet thrrugh-
out the hall as Dr. Chaim 'ieizmann mounted the platform and ,alked slowly to his 
seat. Tue Pr,.;sident received tremendous applause the rr.oment he appeared, and the 
ovations continued as members of tll3 Jewish AL~ncy Exec~tive followed to take 
their places at the long platform table. Bcuind them sat leading representatives 
of the various Zionist Icstitutions. 

At precisely four-thirty p.m. the lights blazed up over the latform 
and follo·11ing the symbolic taps v, i th the gavel the Cone.ress officially opened. 

Dr. Weizmann then rose to read a welcome in Hcbre·n gree ting the Asb~mbly 
and the .d1e.t1ng1..!~h.ed :-:-epres&nta ti ves of the Uru ted St ::.tes of An:erica, the Union 
of Soviet So~ialist Re~-blics, France. olaud, Greece, ItaJJ, Y~boslavia, 
Czechoslovakia, Hllnt:,ary, Fiuland, Norway, s·, .;\.en, Dcm::u.r"-• Uraguay, onaco . and 
the rep res en tati ves of the leading international organisations - Pr..r tic~lar 
interost 1as aroused in the presence of tre P· ~al Nuncio in SnLtzerland who, 
together v,i th the FL·cuch u,bas - aelor and the A1 .. ori~an and Russian representatives, 
received warm applause. 

In a s~ecial v~r of greeting to • Jean Decroux, Counsellor of the 
Federal Poli ti cal De artrr,ent, Dr. Karl Peter, Pre;s id n t of the Cantonal 
Government of Basel and Dr. G. Baumann, Vice-President of the Cantonal Parliament 
of Basel, Dr. Weizmann pald!w' .. m tribute to "this fair and hospitable Cit:, of 
Basel" wher delegates from all over tm world had assembled for this Congress o 

Dr. Peter responded, expressing his heart::r 'llelcome to his to·m and his country. 
!'\of& hope," Dr. Pe Ler continued, "that this great parliament of the Je111ish people 
will lay the founda~ion of a n(W era of constructive ·norko ·ve kno•11 that Basel 
is a Holy City to ~0ur movem nt It was in this City that the great Theodore 
Herzl proclaimed tne Basel pro gramme. • e v,ere deeplf moved to learn that on the 
mountains near Jerusale:1 a Bas 1 forest is to be planted. ·ve are honoured by 
this tribute and assure you at all times of our sympathy and understarning. 
We who stood on the border of th third Reich and watched the ghastly tragedy 
being enacted cannot fail to understand th~ need of your people for a home of 
t re i r o·nn ~ " 

Dr Peter was followed by Dr. B,-~T2-:-J z,-• P :, .:,sit9:!l '-: o ... t':i~ Ui:-.ton of Swles 
~ewial:l CoID:lur.! ♦.\.ea? 1) .... : r.~-:~-2.=:'hl...,:- ~ I'r..,s1dent .of t~ e Basel Jev, .:.:;11 Co?llftlun1 tJ and 
Dr. Weiler, Presid.e· .. t of the Swiss Zionist Federation, 

Dr. Veizmann then extended a warm greeting to Mr. David Remez, President 
of the Jewish National Council in Palestine who was one of the arrested leaders 
in Latrun, Mr. Remez received a great ovation as he stepped to the microphone. 
In a pov,erful address in Hebrew, r. Remez offered the greetings of the Jewish 
National Council to Congress delegates and proclaimed that the Yishuv and 
surv· vors of Jewry thro~hout the vrorld constituted a united body ·11h1ch to,zd+i1er 
demanded one thing, the right to live as a free nation in its homeland :,· 
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The Yishuv llas creat~d t7 Labour and not bf the. s·uord. And the Yishuv sought 
peace and not war . It wished to be a partner in the peace as it was a 
partner during the war. And the Yishuv strove for peace ·11i th the Arabs too. 
Throughout the v10rld, Mr~ Ilemez continued, cbuntries W6re returning to peace 
conditions. But conditions of •11ar persisted still in Palestine. "7e demand 
a halt in this ·11ar against us and vre call upon the Jewish people to rally round 
the Yishuv and stand steadfastly v,ith it," ~tr . Remez declared. He concluded 
with an invitation for the next Congress to be held in Palestine, and this was 
received amid loud cheers by the assembled del 0gates. 

Dr. Chaim Weizmann then rose to deliver his address to Congress the 
t\211 text of vh ich ap_pears in a special supplement with this issue of the Congress 
BJ.lletin. He spoke for exactly one hour in a voice that '!las clear and vibrant 
and his speech was broadcast direct to Palestine with a running commentarr from 
Mr . Medzini, the Hebrew radio commentator~ 

Mr. David Ben Gurion, Chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive. took over 
direction of the proceeuings and called upon Chief Rabbi Uziel, who greeted 
Congress on behalf of the chief Rabbina te of Palestine . Rabbi Uziel pronounced 
the traditional blessing of "Shehochiycnu" to the survivors of the ·uartime 
destruction of Jewry, who were privileged to reassemble to consi er the 
salvation of Israel, its restora tion to its land, and the r econstruction of its 
State on the basis of Torah. 

The entire assembly then rose to sing the Hatikvah and closed the first 
session of the 22nd •'{orld .i~ist Congresso 

----------------------------------------
Before the eession ended, ..wlr . David Ben Gurion announe that 

the next session vrnuld ope at 8.30 p.m. the same evening at v,hich an 
address ·11ould be delivered by Dr. Stephen Wise on "Fifty years of J;ionism". 
A report of this session will appear in the next bulletin. 

U.S. Jewish war veterans send greetings to Congress. 

Ambng the many messages to Congress, was the following f'rom thEJ 
Jewish war veterans of the United States of America, signed by Milton H. 
Richman, their Commander:-

"Gre etings: Our Organisation stands pledged to aid in the establishment 
of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine and to the irmne~iate admission of our 
unfortunate displaced brethren into Pales tine o y personal and official contacts 
with them in Europe from the tim3 of tmir liberation until my separation 
from service with the United States Anny convinces me that -these objectives must 
be attained immediately. To that end we d6dicate ourselves. To Dr. Weizmann I 
send _greetings and best wishes for good hea.lth and continued strength." 
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GREAIJ1ER ACTIONS Cl) MMITTEE MEETS 

Tho ucnorel Council of tho ~ionist Organisation (Gr 0ator 

Actions 6omm1ttoo) huld a socond muoting since its oloction tho 

first having taken placo at tee and of tho Congress in 1939: 

Tho mooting was oponod on Sunday morning by Mr~ Jo Sprinzak who 

paid tribute to tho docoesod mombors of tho Actions Committoo and 

tho Jewish martyrs of Europe ., Ho no.mod Munahom Uss1shk1n, Judgo 

Julian Mack, HonPiotta Szold, Archibald Fr~iman, Berel Kaznolson, 

Bonzion Mossinson, Uri Rosenblatt, Dov Hos, Eliyahu Golomb, Nathan 

Buxbaum, Dr, Jacoby, Rabbi Mark; Rabbi Hirschfeld and Sagan, tho 

last fivo having boon murdorod by tho Nazis .~ Ho also paid tribute 

to tho memory of Arthur Ruppin and Justice Brandais. Tho nutnbors 

rose 1n silent tribute, Tho muoting doalt with tho agenda and tho 

Prosid1um of tho Congress. David Bon Gurion on bohalf of the 

Exocutive wolcomod the m0mbors 9 qnd doalt with the arrangements proposed 

for the Opening Session. It was agroed that on Tuesday morning the 

Pres id1um would be eloctod and the Chairman of the Congress Court 

would roport on elections. This will bo followed by Dr. Silver who 

will speak on behalf of Americanuewr,o In the afternoon session there 

will be a Political Adress by Bon Gurion and a General Debate lasting 

five days until Sunday, Decombor 15th~ en Monday 16th the second 

part of the Congress will begin and will be dovof,ed to ooonomio and 

financial ~attars with reports by Kaplan and Leib Jaffe on Keren 

Haeysod Granovsn on Keren Kayemeth, follwed by debate, and the 

meeting~ of the Commissions. 0n tho 21st, the third session of the 

Congress will begin with reports of the C~mmissions to the Plenary 

Session, rosolutions and a report of tho btanding Committee on 

olections of the new Exacutivo. 

The Executive proposo that the c0 ngress olect eight Commissions 

and a standing Committee which shall have a sub-Committee for dealing 

with the qu vst1on of the location of diff erent so8tions of the b 

Exe cu ti ve in J erusalom, London and Amoric a. Tho ommissio'd3 will e 

Political organisation, Immigration and Rachsharah, Agr~c~ttur~l 

Colonisation, urban Colonisation and Labour, Fina~ialidiu ~~: 
and Educational. on the question of ~h~hcongre!sdi~~~ssi~~ took 

Executive appoint~d r su!~~~m~t~~o~trov:~;, Chazan and others 
place on the agon a n w 1 h My~r Grossman, Rabbi 

proposed various changels. R;~b1G~l~s~~~ Mrs~ Rose Halpern 
Neufeld, Abraham Kaz.ne son, e , 

participated in the dtscussion., 
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PR SS CONFER .... NCE BY~'.-• SH_~_TOK~ 

r. • Suertok, head of the politie;al departrr.ent in Jerusalem of the 

Jewish Agen\.,J for .Palestine addressed a presi;; confer~·:-i.co of For eign Correspondents 

in Basel this morning on the 22nd Wo:: :.d Z i oni s +; C; ., ~ :~ • ~ 

Outlining the special character of C'oz:g:::·e~s in space and time, Mr. 

Shertok said that, in space, the 370 or so delegates repres &nted Jewish 

com.'llUni ties in 61 countries in all the five Continents ,. Ai:; to time, it meets 

under normal conditions once every t110 y:,.ars for a fortnight! ; sessiono It 

eil.ects smaller bodies to function in betwe n sessions ") 

Congress was m~ e ting tod~y aft er an abnormal period, perhaps the 

most catastrophic in the history of Jffwry,. It is the first z .oni. t Confert nce 

since the Geneva Congress m.ich concluded its session on the eve of the outbreak 

of v,ar., The decirr.ation of European Jewry natural~!" p.oducerl a changed 

c ::tpo.~i~ion of representation at Congress ~ In 1939 4f~ of the delegates came 

fran Europ, , 24% from North and South Alt.eri~a and 2f% :rom Pal0stinc. At this, 

the 22nd Co?;1gress, 25% ot. the dole~~its are frorr, Eu:::-opEJ 1 42% from Nor~~ and South 

An:.erica, 22% f.!•cm Palestine~ Th<J"centre of gravity a~ r0gards the Diaspora. 

representation has shifted from one h~mispherc to thu oth~. c The slight 

relative decline in thG alestine percentage despite the i7.croased population 

of Palestine Jevay, r e flects tho remarkable gt"o·nth of tho Z1.on'ist movements in 

tm Diaspora ~ 

If the declino in European Jev,ish populacion hac; been catast:::-ophic, 

its pressure on Palestine la in inverse rati ~ t , it~ numbers ~ The imperative 

ne6d of large parts of the surviving Jewish remnant for a bo:nc in Palestine 

adds poigna.n··: urgenc-,:;- to Congress delibGrations, .Mr c She;-tok 1odedo 

r. Shertok said that tho dclcga1-es who mot at t b.c last Congress 

represented a world el otorat of one million t 10 hundred tboU3and The present 

CongrEiss will speak for an electorate of more +.han t ·11 0 milliont 

T~ning to thu issues before Cong:c rs 1r .. She~":ol{ sai that Congress 

is a sovereign bodJ. The pr es nt executiv · of tho ,Jewish Ag ncy la-;·3 dovm 

its mandat and the new exocutive is elect~d at ~he end oi Congres3o While 

Congress lasts it is Congress V1hich ld--..,'~ down polic- · ar..c'~ c.ocidos on outstanding 

matters~ r ., Shertok added that ho cruld on1·.,- indicat the main problems v.hich 

v,ould engag the attention of Congress but he could not pr -judgo the results of 

thei~ de liborationsc The four main prQbloms wcro~ 

le PolicJ~ It will bo up to Congress to rt.iaffirm or modify the polic7 of 

the mov~ment which has be n formulatod ~y ~h6 compet,~ ~t bocies during the war~ 

2, ·Hhether or not the Jovrish At.;ency ·11111 take part in the second stage of 

the London Confer &noe on ~alGstine convened by His ajesty•s Government, to vr. iah 

it is now under stood t m Gove mm n t of ~.hE' Uni d States mig~ t be :; .., .t; · \c, • send 

an observ r or observers in a certain contingencyv 
3 The election of the new Executiveo Tne Zionist Movement consists of 

various parties and has a tradition of coalition Governnent ~ In Britain, said 

r. Shertok, a Coalition Government is resorted to on)~ in time of crisis. It is 

a reflection of the oontinuous state of crisis in Jewish life that it is governed 

b,- coalition, based on a common programmet rt Shertok sair.. that there is no 

doubt that a coaltion will em rge once again, 
4t. Oi·0anisat ion and Product ion of practical v,ork in ":>"lestine 

Mr. Sh.Jrtok concluded by saying that it is reasonable to expect some 

divergonce in the first round of the Congress debato and in the various canmittees 

which 11ill be elected) but he v,as convincod that +.he s~.ree result would be 

forthcoming as at previous Congresses, name·• ·~, , that a sub,:,-f:,ar.t al measure of 

union ,oul.d be achieved 
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iaren H yesod Reception in Honour of Dr . :eizmann - ,,,,,, -
On ..:..u..,_day evening under the auspices of the Keren Hay:sed a 

raceptiol'.'1 ~ as held in honour of Dr. Chaim .,e izmann at the historic 

!_ro:~ R:is :totel ., The dstinguished gathering included members of the 

IDte..,~ti •e e. nd prominent Zionists conn ected with th e Koren Ha d 

frcmall countrioso Mro Loib Jaffo welcoming th 0 gathering yes~d 

t hat t:·o:, hearts had b ion warmed by th e thought that i t wa~ ~!re 

~hat_Hor~l oxpoundod his vision am formulated t ho idoas which still 

1nsp~re th om __ a 11 in their work. Ho spok e of the expanding work of 

tho --Oren Hayes0d which was carrying tho Lii('\nist idoa throughout the 

wor~d and thr()ugh their soarch for gold the·r:· wore discovering the 

gola0n ho art of tho :t owi sh p, oplo 11 ,. 

~ D:, Chaim 'uizmann amusingly recalled his efftrts on behalf oft.he 

Funu wnA!l est,ablishod in 192l. Ho said that tho work of the Fund 

could not 00 measured in torms of money raisod, but in tho spiritual 

an? physica l strongth gainod by the Jewish poopl o through its achievoments, 

This fund had b0Bom0 tho symbol of 1he progress of Zionism and it was 

their task to make it into a true national tax which will onable them 

to make tho n ext stop forward to their goal. 

Dr 7 Ab~a Hillel Silver said that th o Koren Hayesod had helped 

t ho Jewish people to write a magnificent page in their history, 

h olp ing to destroy tho tragic myth of tho GaJuth that Jews wore unablo 

to build co nstruct.ivoly. Palestina for tho ows did r.ot moan a monument 

or momori al ~ but a throbbing flowering life which had beon mad e 

possibl o through the humble collactions of tho Koron Hayosod. 

tr.: Eliezer Kaplan said that tho Kor an Hayosod had onablod tho 

ZiontG t 110v0mont to carry out tho tasks of a stato . Ho wolcomod tho 

courage of tho Amuricans in aiming to raiso .~ Ono hundrod and s ovonty 

million dollars in 1947, but warned tho gatharing against satisfaction 

with thoir achiovoment. The needs or o growing daily, l eaving tho 

a chi 0v0monts f ar b ohind. 

Sir Sin.on Marks recalled tho establishment of tho J?roparation 

~Jnd in ~ngland i~ 1918 on the 1n1t1at1vo of Dra WoizmannQ Ho 

emphas ised the importanoo of contributions coming from tho groatost 

number of Jo s so that they may becomo practical Zionists and so th at 

Zionists of all trends might b e unitod in this work. 

Rabbi Nurock and Mr. Shmuel Rabinovitch of tho Argontino pafi 

tri but e, to Loi b J affo' s work on b ohalf of tho .h.0rcn Hayosod. 

Professor Rappard pays Tributo 19.,Df o Weizmann 

A glowing tribute to Dr., Weizmann as a stat osman snd scientist. 

was paid by Professor William Rappard of Genova, r onownod L1b oral 

and famous historian, formor mernbor of tm Mandates Commission of tho 

Loaguo of ~ations. Profossor Rappard was presiding at a luncheon 

hold at tho Trois Rois Hotel by tho loading Swiss J ows in aid of tho 

Woizmann I stituto of Sciontific R6soarcho Th lunch eon was attondod 

by 150 gu sts and r vprusontati vos of ttho loading J ow ish institutions 

such as tho J owish Agoncy, the z.o.A. an:1 Hado.sso.h~ Mossrso Sh •Jrtok, 

Kapl an~ Brodotsky, Stophon Wis u and Louis Lipsky wor u amongst tho 

diEtt1ng -d. shod gathoring which 1ncludod loading Swiss academicians. 

Prof ossor Rappard sp oaking in flawloss English dcQbarod that his old 

friond lf; uizmann to vbom ho owod probably mor ·J than any other 11 ving 

mo~ as serving many causes unflinchingly They wor o not platforms 

for his v ni t,y but indood tho cemotar1 J S of his tostos and l eisure. 

Th~y woro not podostals for his own glorification but Jhr1nos in which 

h o worshipped With d0votion and abnegation~ Professor Rop-p:3-rd rocallod 

hls visl t to J orusalom in 1925 for tho momorablo inauguration of tho 

•.• ·r --"' '- ·-
. • , - u ,Y 
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Unive~~ity, Ho narrated an an,c~oto of th~ op~ning, saying 
that W0i~mann d J liv6rcd a cold, formal speuch and later said to 
Rappard I suppose you wore dis appoint din my spooch, but don't 
you roaliso that this v, as to bo Balfour's dayi1 ., This 1 said Rappard, 
shoved the grcatnoss of tho man to submvrgo himself for th groat 
cause. Ho said that Zionism was a caus o worthy of its greatest 
sorvantsv It was the most unperalell od political advonturo 
which could succ o0d only if its s orvants ros J abo v th oir average 
stature, Zionism was und urstood by va r y fcwo It took moro than 
a common man, animatod by common motivos to grasp thu idoa of 
settling hundreds of thousands of Jews who wanted to go to Palostino. 
Professor Rappard oxpr0ssod his disappointment but not his surprise 

that Britain had not found it possibl e to croato conditions which 
would providt:t for tho dovelopmont of a prosperous J Gwish State. 
Thore wor many difficulties espocially oconomic, but ho instanced 
tho similarity of Switzorland to Pal ostino with its limited nature11 
resources. The dispropnriton b0two 0n the siz e of a country and 
tho oxtent of its needs was not insolubl e~ Tho pbssibilities of 
tho improvomont of tho soil of Pal estine wore infinito if they wore 

tr eated w 1th the maximum of scientific d avclopm0nts and resoarch. 

Professor L. Ruzicka, Professor of ?hcmistry at ZUrich University 
and Nobel Prize innor spoke of uizman n s early sci0ntific caroor 
in Switze rland whore ho had graduated as Assistant Loctur rat Goneva 
University and whoru ho laid th foundation of tho lator fermentation 

process which is linked with his namo. 

Mr~ Stano, Chairman of tho Board of th o Am rican Woizmann 
Institute and Judgo orris Rothonburg lso spoke, tho lsttor paying 
tribute to Switzorland 1 record as an asylum for tho oppressed. 
Sir Simon Marks addod a tribute and W~izm n was roc oi v d with a 
great ovation, tho wholo audionco rising ho bJgon tosp0ak. 

Dr
0 

Weizmann paid tribu t u to tho City of Bas lo and drew an 
analogy b two on Pal us tine and Switzor l nd saying that tho most 
important raw mat erial of tho Swiss poopl0 was its population. 
Wuizmann agrood that Pal os t1no could not b0 d volopod without the 
maximum scientif 1c r e search nor could si..::ch dovelopmunt bo undortakon 
from tho distance, Absorptive capacity must bo creatod by mon and 
women to whom 1t was a question of life and doathQ Tb audienco was 
dooply movod when h said nr f el that tho Jews have boon robbed , not 
only of six million p0opl8 but of groat intclluctual capital. Jowish 

1
ntelloct has been slaught orod, In eastern Europo thu cradle of Jow1sh 

sc1ont1fic genius has beon wantonly and cruelly destroyed . It can 
only b e partly ro-cstablished in America, And I think that tho place 
whore it can b est grow is in Palostino as a National Homo grows , 
Tho Hebrew University and the research contra must develop as great f 

powor housos of 1ntelloct to roplaco to some extent t~o genius 1hor~~e 

wo havo boon rob bed. n Roforring to Bri t~in tho s ai~or! :t~~o!ba~e~on 

that th o country which did so much to ~n; s~o;m~u~hich will blow 

or 0xpos0 it to th,:; gusts of xiury r~d ma~ntain this connection, build 
if :E.ngland gives up. I am an ous intmont as ono of many ,in our 
it up and I consid0r tho present diialpoti . rebuilt if we aro stoadfas~ 

long carEer. I think we shall see aw~sha~~ hitherto trod . Tho 

and go on with the constructii~~ iathf liberty and froodom will be 
Jowish citato foundod on the ua so 

truly groat . 
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1~r. Berl Locker, member of the Executi '" 6 of the Jewish 4gency 
addressed a Press Conference of :"E:.presentatives of the He.brew and Yiddish 
Press on the eve of tne opening of the 220 Zionist Congress. 

. Mr. Locker s urveyed the problems bef .. re the Congress and 
said that the responsibility rested upon the journalists to present 
the news in a responsible way to their readers~ The fact said Mr. 
Locker that Poland is represented by only 16 delegates is an 
indication of the great changes which have taken place in Jewish life 
and in the composition of the Congressc Amongst the 3?5 delegates 
to the Congress there are many now poople representing now forces 
which have associated themselves with tho Jewish ca,1se and with Jewish 
aspirations. There are three main problems upon which the Congress 
will be called upon to make decisions: (a) tho political problem and 
our relations Vd. th the Mandatory Power;. (b) whether or not the 
Jewish people should participate in the forthcoming London Conference; 
(c) the election of a leadership for the Movement 

"I am optimistic as to the results of i11s Congress'~, said 
Mr. Locker. Speaking of th election of th D"1W Executive Mr. 
Locker said that there will be difforencos bet .. een those who will be 
elected as has always been the case~ Thuro must be no dictatorship 
even of the majority. There must bo fr e discussion, but unifiod 
action, Even in tho coalition there will be differences of opinion 
and indeed there are differences of opinion within the parties them
selves. Every one of us arrives at a decision as a result of inner 
conflict. We are entering, said Mr. Lockur, on a now phase of our 
work which vall be a historic epoch in our movementj) In reply to 
questions Mr., Locker denied that Dr~ Woizmann had expressed himself 
as being opposed to what he tormed "uncertificat~d immigration". 
Mr .. Locker also denied tho roports that l r. Ben Gurion nd ilr., Shertok 
had been requested togo to Palestinet ro Locker said that the 
Congress was not competent to decide local Jewish problems~ Speaking 
of the movement of Jews in Europe to Palestine, lfil" o Locker said it 
should not be regarded merely as a groat tragedy.:i It -was at the same 
time a historic urge which was being fulfilloje He called upon 
the Jewish in the Diasporah to strengthentheir Jewish life, It was 
not only their function to res 1st anti-Semit~sm and the corrosive 
forces of assimilation; but to strive for cultl':ral and ed cational 
enlightenment so as to prevent the disintegration of the Je ish 

peorle 
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Dr~ Stephen Wise on Fifty Years of Zionism 
.,_-••-•-- .. -• l •------------·•••• •-...,.·• •- 'I ,,, _ _ -,- ,-~--- ...., __ ,.,_,..,._•----•-~-----

The Secon9 Session of the Congress opened at 8.- 30 p,.m., on 
Monday i 9th December with an ~.u:y.:·e,:: ~i ve address by Dr., Stephen Wise 
on Fifty Years of Zionism~ 

"To dwell in this hour upon the great Day of Herzl is not to 
ignore the significant men and movements that. went before nor yet 
the equally significant developments of the c ause and mov~ments within 
the half-century that has passed since we first met. Witfuin this to us 
little less than sacred city of Basel" r Dro I ise began 0 nHerzl' s 
predecessors were unknown to him. His suc~essors are not unknown to 
us," he added. 

After referring to the historic J ewish figures of Moses Hess, 
Leo Pinsker: and the Hibbat Zion and Bilu movements, who foretold 
in the formula later expressed by Ahad Ha.am that '!<:,. : : ~-. ·.: : , ·of tho Jews 
c :.:rulcl _ ta nowhere permanent and inalienable except in Fretz Israel 
Dr~ Wise said that never in history had a people so long been ' 
alienated from its own land, yet retaining its unaltered and unlessened 
love for the land sustaining its hope for the restoration of its 
nationhood, 

These thoughts and feelings h ad at last found understanding and 
voice in the person and Jewish genius of Dro Theodor Herzl~ His 
11Judenstaat ;' marking one of the turning points in changing the course 
of Jewish history started a new epo ·1h which was not without its 
evil days and terrible years, but which restored faith in the Jewish 
people who were resolved once a g a in to be the master of its fate and 
the captain of its soul. 

Analysing the meaning of i1onism as propounded by Herzl, Dr, Wise 
said that Herzl spoke the magic words ttwe can: we may fulfil our 
own prayers and purposes. The a nswer to our prayers lies with, j ., ~: 

even within us 11 • Herzl saw then that a Jewish St ate was essential 
to thew orld and would therefore be created., What He rzl could not 
have fores ,een.~ was the supreme effort thnt had be en made to destroy 
the Jewish peoplee Her~l was a Titan, one of a race of giants which 
included glorious names like Max Nordau, David Wolfsohn .11 Otto Warburg., 
Nahum Sokol ow 

1 
Menachem Ussishkin, and the one figure who functioned 

as a leader throughout two wars 1 whose stature has grown with the 
years and to whose political genius and statesmanship our cause was 
under a deep and uncancellable debt - Dro Haim Weizmar1no 

Recalling the opening of the Firsti Zionist Congress when Mr. 
(later Justice) Brandeis, reading in his San Francisc.o home the 
ineugural address of Dr(I Herzl,had said nNow that is a cause for 
which I could work and give my lifen, Dro W1se said tha~, the 
twent.,.,.. veers before Herzl were not wrr,, ·· v l,l"l11k'P + ·,,A,,'° ,.ci~• tws ct-v :f~rfJ'ti 
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,' history was tremendou~. .?or the first t im1; in t .venty c enturies 

Harzl hDd dared to propose that th8ro be no more esc pe, no more 
r e tro at; no moro refuge, but Going Home , th~ 0nd of d6p endence on 
others., 

Dr~ ise said that the story of th e 1st fif ty years ould be 
incomplete without a tribute to the J o ish youth of the r eborn Palestine 
who more than anything else have mad e t h~ droGm of self-o~Gncipation 
come true 

Recalling th~ many crises in the movoment beginning in 1920, 
Dr~ Wise r&ferred to the distU~b 2nces of 1929 and 1936/39, adding 
that nothing worse had befallen us throughout the two generations 
of resettlement than the White faper. Its drns tic limit of 
immigr ation was ono of th e most tt:Jrribl u crimes against the Jewish 
people, for hundreds of thousands of martyrs might today oo living 

h );. f B~.1 - vie tims of 111expi able crime. 

Dealing with the political situation Dr. vrise declared that 
the stage had been reached v~hich admitted of only two possible 
~~~~s •ri of~- ~io~~ : · ~ - either Britain cancelled the hite Paper 
and resumed a genuine mandatory regime over Pales tine or it must 
be assumed that Britain 1s resolved to abandon the Mandate . He 
appealed to the andatory Power not to continue its descent from the 
bights of the Balfour Declaration to the d pths of Yagur and Cyprus. 
liSureJ ·., · the British Government, an old friend of the Jewish people, 
cannot be satisfied with the role· Of' betr yer of Zionism, Jews 
returning to Palestine merit a kindli er f t th':ln tr~nsshipment to 
dyprus or to any place one rth other th n Palestine.) Th hand of 
Britnin that wrote the Dalfour Declaration cannot be used to dr g 
refuge es from the, home to which thev seek to returnn. 

To Jews, Dr. Wise said, we b ad to appeal in ~nother key. We 
had to resist the oppression of our brothers, but n1et no deeds of 
our own soil the blameless record of a long u nsul lied history . Let 
us not forget that 'what thou wouldst h ve h ghly thou must have 
holily' ii O Zionism, Dr. ise said, h d ever been n cause of moral 
and soci a l standards, of ethical and spiritua l regeneration , If 
these ere foresworn, Z1onism ould sink to the lo level of rabble 
rousing chauvinism. 

In conclusion Dr. Wise quoted Ch pter 25 of Leviticus "And ye 
shall hallow the fiftieth year and procl a im liberty throughout the 
land nd to all the inhabitants thereof , n, dding, "let mankind 
unite to make it a year of jubilee for the Jewish people. e have 
made and we shall keep Palestine Jewish and free. We call upon 
the nations of the world to guarantee never to suffer that freedom 
to be violated, to make Jews tree wherever they d~ell, and to make 
free all the inhabitants of Ute earth••~•• Let th1s Zionist Congress 
celebrating its fiftieth ~niversary stand as the re-affirmation of 
• .. ~,-: purpose., the unbreakable unity and the unassailable faith of the 
Zionist movement - nd Yd th God be the rest o" 



.. 

CO JGh~SL HO ~rURs _JFT'.:SH _:,, -\RTYRS , 

"oving Jwmori 1 Sess ion 

·1Jhen Drr Stephen \is<:; cmtlu-led his a. · )r&ss o:i iL, ... :' -:.(: e vening, Dr .. Chaim 
·:,-e izmann rose 11hil st . t:: 0 el(;C t·r j C c· nll bS 11er 0 1 it i d c-nno 1.Il.1.v v that the Session 
JOulJ noi1 be l ovotGd to thG • . enory of thu J0l1irh TJictirr.s of 'che g_~o-.. test tr gEJ y 

v1hicb ho. ever be f :J.ll en our p E-opJ.e . ~ deet; silc r;e d: . ·-. .:m · u.1 upon tht: hall and 
{eizmann • ske th E: g ther jng tq st ard in r- ) ~. - >:. t.r ·.1-mt ":o .h e vict 1m'3 Th& 
ligi.ts in th e hD.11 ,erE: "inrr.eu llhilst t ~ , .... l:Jicr:cc stc-3-(!_ 'lli t~ bo:i6\l hua So Dro 
·;✓eizm:.mn then began his rE-ss :in Y:. u ish sp c-nking ,,, :i. ~. b deep E..mo tiono He s-iid 
it -..-,as a holy duty for .his Congr <:;ss t o pay r ibute to thc·.r brothers an si stors 
extt.rmina t e in thei r millions by tho t-n ,rry of ::.mkil . D.f, .ioizmann ·:mnt on 

11 t.bf; dark • ys of the inqu1s i tion) the pogrorrs of Eas t 6rn Euro e and the other 
ma.ssacre;s of Jc-,i1ish history ne r e srr.all :..i.nu insignific· .. nt :1hen cor.p·.1r u .,.i th the 
terriblo tra.gE::Jy of the Jo . ..,.i sh peopl€i in this warG Wo Jc,· · n th e -11hol ei • rld 
has not lost some member of his family . = .. o not ·nish now to n.ccuse the ·!l orld 
which stoo by vtatching Je ✓1· sh suffer i ng 11 ith in i ffE..rcr..cE: - .-1hich ser::rr.6 un 'lble 
to help thb victirr.s or c a i1. a h~_l.t to th Sc, tE-:rrible cvf; ts, 01· ev n to s a ve n. 
small p1rt of tbt: se tr agic rr.illfbns~ Pnrhap s the o her co-:.m tr1,E::o were 
therriselves tc o ~Te tly a ffectE;u. by tht; events of the ,. :;. 1• .t' - ·:flizmann ,ent 
On to s ay that ev n t th&. neight of the rr.urde~s there ·:,ere 9eop l ·:1 i ' n o t 
believe tha t such tni gs llert; possible :ind. ·h e r E;;c:'-llE:; his convE-rs 1.tions ·:,ith 
st a tesman uho refused to beli&v e that sucri th1n6 s ,.,oulu 1

1 p91.,n 1n th8 t ·l!entieth 
centmyo Dr ., .•✓cizmann continu &d i 1it is not th{;, t ~in.e to mak~ accus .'l. ions but 
history will recorJ- the s • E;;vents ' ml ther6 ·11 ill be a jucl.g ·:,eighil1t; th u de ds of 
mankin in t is t ime. >11 •• t:.:, 1 cizm nn :".' 0calle t h.. uhen the c.1..z1s 11ere. burning 
the S~nagogues in Gc.rrr. y he .- r 8ss d •• rr.1.; t·n ,. in Lon on an he thtm ·!larn8 
the v. rld that tod y synagogm;; s NE..r burnint:; ut torr.or r o·, it mit:;ht _,,e ... l b e 
Wes tminst&r bbey, He u · s i tn ::1. t the. firE-s • e:-E- spt'b'lding tn r oughout the 
v. rl d but th€ ·,•forning ha f al len on -10af 6 :rs ~ D:i· , ·,w' t !m·nn s· tcl' 1our- onJ y 
comfort a ncl consola t i on is the bui lJ.in6 u of E .... ,+-z I 1· cl 'llhE:7.'c ·ne c,hll in time 
finJ. the rEHiemption o f our pt;ople., . Tr.Lis :r.r., compens· e us in sorre rr6J.SUr6 for 
the t t:: rribl t:: loss es in culturul an intbllect t l capital ·:/h ... ch our poop l e ha ve 
susta in6d . Aft r ::; E:; vt.n tcrribl6 y6ars 'It- _ art- .:l:;·1.in J.. Ss1:;.nbl c 1n t is be utiful 
cit~ '"' .1e ·#8 \U d. ~":- B~.g- 110.n but our eyf; s ar e t'J.-n£i to ... e Eas t Dr 
Wei zmann conclu.led, i '"i.; e str ong t-spitE: all obst c~le s, ci.r l,CO.l ~s cle ·c an , 
shall reach it if no t in my gene:ratio.l 'them cer ,· .. inly. 1n t!1e ne t , Tt,ig Congress 
re .tlr e s &nting rr,illions o .. . Jctis .ust lift ;i. tst:'lf up to · be .,, . "-hy '): the m yrs o f .. 
Israel., 'iiay th eir s ouls r e s in peac,e , •: 

a.b i Bi , th t:n r os e to ..... e livE,r th(; . rr.o ri al =-.dJr us~. He s >.,.i., .. it 11a s 
a h a llo,,r1e d tra i ti on t o honour the rr: :nor~ of t ::i e ,·,ho m p ss E-d ,-i/ay since the 
p r evious Congresso t thic gatheririg eve-:y ro11 11ark~ the b l oved faces v,hich 
ar & missing since .,,,e l c;1.st rr.et an uhoSt. ri 'T,c:s t.."t' t. ir.clu eel ·:r.ongst he six illion 
souls .vhci 11e-::b savag&ly one to EJath ty a rr..1.rcloro s peop1o 1 • • a pE:"'plE- which 
9alle its.elf "thE:: a t ion of ·:,ri tE-rs and philosop} t.- rs ii ~L'hey h r u d all their 
r esources and all the ir skill to devise diabo :ic lly E- ffJ cier.. ... :ne·hods to 
extinb-uish hu, ari life o, The ·110rl ha stoo by an no .. , ha eviscd J.>\'luritius 

. ' 

and Cyprus to a d to Je·11is}?. ag ny This 'i/D.S the ·no:cl that 1 s gob1g to build the 
_peac e Rabbi ' Brod 11ent on· "o r faith li e s i n ht: h· nds of ::-0at .pi r u . but 
expe r i once h • stlcJ-rm that the •sm .Ll peoples of thb c r h h1. vo !"OVEid t o be gre ter 
than the po·11erfu1· r.ations. The mobs o f Vic1;.na ha r,ri6d ''g t o· t... get out ." 
Our r ep ly must b "let us go in, givb us pl ce t o 1 y our he ads , let us build our 
land on Jev,ish efforts s orviri 6• ourselve s nd th6 wholE:J ··, · ld., Thus and thus only 
1.·11 wt: honour th e mart rs of lsr ao l nd bring co'T,fort t o th EJ rr.our.ne::-s. 11 

After the i r ess C· ntor Laz r Rotht-n e g , • delegate ·,ho had fought 'llith 
the Resist· r.1.cc J.i ove:. cn t in Bt:lgium, L.1tono t he "El I:o_er a ch im'· prayor Chief 

bbi Uziel, Seph r ic ChH .. f Rabbi ot Palcsti1·(,, r c.ci ted the K d ish~ The ASs embl.Y 
v,a s dei€p ly move an in this solemn rr. o th€ s&ssion of the Congre ss conclud d~ 

• 
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The Third Session of the Congress opened at 11 a ~mo on Tuesday 
10th December with an address by Dr e Yitzhak Gruenbaum 4 The 
catastrophe of European Jewry, hes aid; particularly in Pol and, and 
the terrible events of the war belonged to those epoch-making 
happenings which had hitherto de cided the course of Jewish history 
Not only the human sacrifioes - nearly a third of the population~~ 
nor the mechanised mass murde:~e so carefully planned b y the Nazis, 
but also the attitude of the fighting liberating nations marked 
the nature of the Jewish catastrophe Never in Jewish history 
was the loneliness and orphaned charact.er of the Jewish people 
so oruelly oonfirmed nor the consequencee of Jewish homelessness 
so clearly defined. ' 

After deacribi~g the cruel methods whereby millions of Jewish 
men, women and children had been murdered . Dr~ Gruenbaum said that 

I 

Jews without discrimination had been the f1rst and most numerous 
victims of the war. He spoke of the heroic attitude of the Jews 
in Poland and other countries where resistance movements had 
develop~n, notably in the ghettoes of Warsaw, Byalistook and the 
death camps, and the development of the Jewish fighting front, 
separated and isolated fromthe war fronts,without a General 
Staff to direct it, a front of heroes who knew they were fighting 
their last battle to ~ave the soul of their people ~ Their heroism 
w&s of no avail, said Dr. Gruenbaum4) As of oJ.d, when defending the 
Walls of Jerusalem, Jewish blood sanct i fied the ghettoes. 

One consolation nourished by the Jews during these indescribable 
7ears of terror was the belief that with victory they would be 
rewarded and brought to Palestine 9 'Zhis was th eir messianic visionp 
When victo~ came some Jews were rescued~ Great was the joyo But 
it soon gave way to the bitterest disapp 1ntme:nto ,Jews emerged 
from Oonoentration Camps to a brutal world in which 1 they were told1 
there was no place for them. If they returnrlto their ountriea of 

. origin they found 1t impossible to recover their possessions, and 
the Governments wer e too timid to take action~ Dr, Gruonbaum 
recalled ?Jr ;:;0Ernest Bevin 1 s remark that Eur·-pe need ed the Jews for 
their ability and talents in reconstruction ~ But Mro Bevin had 
apparently false notions about their positions in the European 
oont1nent. The Jews in Europe continue to be threatened with 
despair and demoralisation~ They have only one consolation, namely 
tb f1ght

1
with the Yishuv in Palestine and the Zionist Organisation 

and indeed with the whole of the Jowish poople;for their final 
liberation and rescue, In that fight they are no longer~objeots but 
part of tho fighting army~ Dr, Gruenbaum concluded with~reference 
to the Jewish renaissAnoo through the Zicn1st Movement which was 
8 

liberating process of the Jowish pooplo, a miracle of rescueoitation 
and redemption .with the revival of the Hobraw languago, tho modern1sat1en 
of Jewish culture and literature an:i tho emergence of tho Jew as a 
fighter and builder, free, p~oud and independent, rid of his 
1nferior1 ty complex and slavishness, who with courage and faith in his 
own powers was able to fight the hostile foroes of man and nature, 
daring to build a new world setting an example to the olo. 



• 
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_DR. -~m.1·A,NN ELECTEJ> OONGRESS PRESIDENT • 

Foll m1ing 1r, Gruenb um 1 s address, the Rev, J,K Goldbloom, reporting on behalf of th e ctions Comnittee, proposed the name of Dr. Cha.i r.: \'/eiJmann, as the President of the 22nd Jioni.st Congress. This 11as put t.o the vote, and 191 were for Dr" ;· ei.z ~n and 46 against• The result when announced ·1,a s greeted with pro-!omged appl use. The representative of the Revisionist arty then mounted the rostrum and decla red th at his Party had voted aga inst Dr. ~ieizmann, not on per ... sonal grounds but because he symbolised the politica l line v1hich had brought the J ev1isi people to disaster, At a ti~e vben vie war e ntering new phase of resist-ance ~ his party did not believe th t Dr. {eizmann could cbntinue s the head of the I- ovemen tJ" 

Following hltr., a representative of the 1 ·i.Er ohi ma.de st teimnt to the effect tha t his arty had abstained :f'rcm voting. Dr, ·3eizmann was greeted Vlitb sustained appla use vhlen he rose to thank the delegates for having elected him, and pointed out tha t he ha.d not sought the honour. 

I Congress Presidium Elected. 

Rev ,. Goldbloom proposed t.he following for men:bership of the Pres 1d1um~ ... 
Rev, J,K, Goldbloom 
Ra bbl ordechal Nurok 
Rabbi Elimeleah Neufeld 
Rabbi bba Hillel Silver 
Dr • os he Sneh 
Rabbi Dr. L. Rabino.it1 
i: rr- ])avid Retr.e.1 
Dr. Sehech tman 
Mr,, Josef SpriMaJc 

General Zionists 
I\'..izraohi 

i.zrachl 
General Zionists 
GElleral Zion is ts 
Revisioni st 
I chud 01 1 
Rev is ionist 

lchud Oland 

Congress assented almoa t unanimously C\ll d the repr esent ti ve of H shomer Hazair then decla red that theJ h ~ voted aga inst inclusion of the Revisionists in the Executive whom they considered were represent ed. a t the Congress unlawfully. Revisionists had spent their time in trying to break the lovement nd undermine !ta authority. A repreaentative otlcua L' aohduth Avodah on behalf of his Party "we did not vote en bloc for thia Presidium .on the grounds ~h t there is no plr oe tor Revisionists in a demoora tto Movemsnt. The:h ra-enlry,moreover, h~ not besi oonfi rimd by the Exeou t lve . " 

The Rev. J.K. Goldbloom made a poyerful ple · for unity and tolerance saying tha t the eyes of the whole v.orld and especi a lly ~ose of our brethren in the oemps are upon this Conferenoe. 'He ooncluded, 8nida t ppl use, "Le"= us work toget:t»;,r as ~ro ttlers an sisters and go forward to the aohievemEl'l ts of the J8Vlis h St ate." 

- - - ~ - - - - -

Dr, b 1 Gronemann, v&t6ran h€1 .. ,·. vf the Congress Court, presen~Ed hle reporf on beh lf of the Court, and lludad to the d1ffloulties experienced in these fieotiona 'llhich oovGre 1 !l:lore than sixty countries. He ret'brred with some emotion to 1he taot tha t he ha d been the President of the ~lWl9eas 1br 2 years, and th t this would probably be his last report, But he waa91n-the knowledge tha t he had al.Ymys tried to conduo t the aff irs o:f' the Court w1 th oomplete objeo ti vi ty. 



• Congress Bulletin - 7 -
11-12-46 ~-----------~~-.......... -----------------------------------------.-------------

Rabbi Gold recalled that Nordau, who id not :elong to rellgious Judaism when once invited to the opening of Synl·.go@.la in ad.rid; ha decl:~ red that so long a s Je·~-rry ocul say the "Shet1a Isr el" no people in t ra ·~1otld could uproot then:, Nordau had realise · then the si~ifioa.nce of religious Juiaifln, or, a it uas later cllled the "armour of Judaisr." e 

Rabbi Gol \·Jent on to describe the character of the various Jewish com ... rriunlties vthich hoo. been estroyed, comrrunities in di ties like Vilna .... the "Jerusa ... lem of Lithuania" .... Oro.cow and 7a:rsaw, whi en provided not only the religious source of 110rld Jewry but a.ls o the source of Jewish v1isdcr., and culture. Rabbi Gold observed that the Teople of Jerus leffi h its G te of Shusha.n as a rerr.inder %ket' the miraculous resoue of the Jews of Shushana It will be appropri a te now to create a series of Gates in Jerusalem t remind us of Cracow, Vilna and ·1arsaw. 

Rabbi Wolf concluded by rerun ing the nudi enoe of the previous night's Yom Kippur mood, adding tha.t a fter Yorn Kippur the SUcoah was built. In the sarr.e way, said Rabbi Gold, the Jf1-/1s must now turn to tm bu:>lding up of Palestine in our own days, a.nd achieve a. total redemption. 

This oomple t.ed the afternoon Session .. 

22nd world lion! st Comgress: Fifth Session • ... -----------~-.._........., ___ ..,...,.. _______________ .,_.,..~ ..... -_,..~ 

The Fifth Session of Congress opened at 8. 30 p .m. on Tuead 'l.y, the 10th December, with· n address by r. David Ben-Gurion, Cho. irr:.i-1, n of tm Executive ot the Jev.11 sh Agency for Pal est Jne. The full t ext appe, rs aa an appendix to thi e issue of the Congress Bulletin. 

B•ta•xk•g:kmtmg~b:•s•¥xr.t:x¥xBen Gurion rea out a telegram b-ozn luwwat:kJll'Jl ·then Ii r. Ben Gurion reached the section of his speech dealing w1 th the liovercent of Jews to Europe, he read a tel gram which h been reoe ived from Jerusa-lem at ting that a refugee ship carrying 800 persons w a wreokad in storm near Rho es. t'lhen, continuin~ the telegro.m, he e that 8SS persons were mi ss1on, the entire assembly rose nnJ. stood in s ilenoe for two minutes. 

- - - - - - - - ~ 

Before the Session closed, the Ch 1 rm::ui nnounoe th. t tho Congress would not resume until 4.30 p.m tm next d y, to en·i ble the Party o ucuses to meet during the morning. 



T .:ENTY SECOND ZIONIST CO GRESS 
-------~-- ~,__--...,.-----.-,...--.-..---.---

A D D R E S S 

by 

Mr. ~oshG ·Shertok 
.....--...--,.-- ,.._,_4 ◄ .... --__.. 

Head of the Political ~apartment of the Jewish Agency for Palestine 
~-.... ·---,_.... .. --· .,. __ _,_... _________ .,... ____ ,,_,, ___ ,,__ ___ ,...._ - ----_'--t_.. __ ,,__ ,...._,,,__ ----.--.--,--

~y I begin by paying a tribute to the Chairman of this meeting 

who stands before us on this platform as u symbol of an heroic epic 

enacted on the etage of the great European drama. e have heard a 

great deal during the opening sessions of this Congress about the 

catastrophe which befell our people in Europe during the waro We have 

not heard enough, but we all know that that. terrible darkness which 

descended upon and enveloped masses of Jews was pierced with the 

torches of Jewish rosistance of which our chairman tonight was one 

of the b- . ~~ect and noblest carriers~ That opic will remain forever 

a source of pride and courage to us and to the coming generations of 

tho Jewish peopleo That we in Palestine could not rush to their help, 

could not reinforce their ranks 1as one of the most mortirying 

eYperiences to us du :ring that tragic period a e tried hard, desperately 

hard, to obtain facilities for sending f irly early in tho day a 

contingent of Jewish flghters rrom Palestine into Poland in order to 

stimulate resistance, in order to holp, in order to lea a This was 

denj_ed to uso Our urgent insistent proposals in this re rd wero 

repeatedly turned don~ Late in the day, we r0newed that attempt with 

regard to Hungary and although evontuall we managed to secure 

authority t the highost level for the sending of a very small and 

modest co~, .. tingent into Hung Dry with that object in v w, offici 1 

obstructions defeated that nitiativo and nothin materialised. 

1! o had been taught in the very hard school of our Palestinian 

experienc~ never to disparage even a limit achievement when a more 

ambitious one pro·-ves impracticableo i0 managed eventually to send 

from Pales~ino sin ly, or in small groups , into tho various Balkan 

co,ntries nnd som of tho countries of Contral Europe, three dozen 

youn men and womon ho woro dropl=fil by parachuto bohind enemy lines 

and established contact with the Jo ish communities, ho appBred 

before them as emiss rios of Jo ish Palostine. Each ono of them became 

a focus of hope, a centre for tho mobilisotion of notion 1 energies 

for struggle and survival. Thoy wero the only Jaws of the many 

hundrods of thousnnds of Jewish fighters on all the fronts of the last 

war to whom it was given to pen0trato deep into enemy territory as 

agents of rescue and liborat1on of their rellow Jews. Soven of them 

fell at the hands of the enemya 

A mission on a much larger scale fb r the rescue and l beration 

of European Jews was carried out by our soldiers, but they could 

oprate only in the liberated areas~ 



All this, feLlow dolog9tos, h s a diroct b e ring on one of the subjects which engagod the att ention of Con _ross during th s debate, the subj oct of what is politica l activi t y 9 h ;. t re the effective forms of poli~ic al stru g le~ 

The volunt ary enlistment mov ement of Pal e stine Jewa into the British Army, in Jewish units, was not merely a milit ary effort~ It wns a politic nl movemento It a imed highj it a chieved much, It was a movom~nt to v,hich the Yishuv gavo of tho very best of its manhood and womanhood~ It was the groatest manifest a tion achieved by us during the war of tha t measure of de facto indopend ence which we have so far sncceeded in building upq It gave to the Yishuv the virtual status of a belligoront ally, a record which no c allous ingratitude or malicious forgetfulness can efface from the scrolls of historyo It made a high name fbr the young Palestinisn Jew and Jewess, among the many nations 1th whom they fought shoulder to shouldero It ~1t them on the map as the sons and daughters of one national entity which aroso in the Middle East in the inter-war period, who as workers and fighters are superior to many others and second to none~ It gave pride and comfort to the Jews throughout tho world. Members of this movement were the only Jews, among the myriads of Jewish fighters on all fronts to whom it was giv n to meet the enemy in open battle under a Jewish fl ag~ That was when a sector of the Italian front was a ssigned to the Jewish Brig de groupo And wherever the Jewish soldiers went, there went a mess ge of hope and courage to Jews emerging from concentra tion c amps and hiding places. So it was in Nnrth Africa, throughout the campaign in too Lybi a n ;Jesert and the Lybian to ns. So it was in Italy since the first landing until the finRl overthrow of the enemy~ The mission was at first corried out by the sc tered Jewish units; subsequently by the Jewish Br1g8de~ 

When the Jewish flag wa s unfurled f o r the first time over th t sector of the front on the sonio River, it was s a id>- 11 Le t this flag be a beacon of light to Jews in 11 corn0rs of Europ o c alling them to efforts of Aliyah and Haap a la n 4) Vh ot w ns mo ant as a symbol, as a slogan, became the liter al truth« A groa t trek set i n over tho European continont 9 ass0s of Jews took to the ro a ds of Europe. They all aimed tow ards th tone spot on the mup of th Europe nn battlefields where the Jewish fl ag bockonod to thomo Th t g r ou t mi gr a tion of Jews from East to ost, from North to South, convor in upon It a ly and the American Zone in Germany and gr vitating tow a rds the southern shores of Europe, would undoubt edly h a ve brok n out anyhow~ Je v, s were driven by despairq Jews or 0 dra n by tho only hop e hich they s aw before them~ But the pres ence of the Jewish Brigade in Europo, the activity of the Palestini a n Jewish soldi ers thr oughout the continent geve to that great migration its drive and cob..bsionp To those who hed no choice but stagnate in the c amps it g ave a new spirit of self
confidence nd self-relianceo 

That movement of Jews across Europe stands out tod s the mightiest demonstration of Jewish post-war homelessness in Europe, and of the urge towards Palestine, It is today perhaps the strongest element in the dyn mies of the Zionist political struggle. It is a revolutionary change in European Jewish conditions, wrought by peaceful means; a change in the roalities of the situatio~ confronting the world as regards the Jewish problem~ It bronght to e:xpresaion in a moat tellin manner our independent n tion 1 will and our capacity to translate that will into action. 
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It w as s ni d here during th 0 d e bat e th n t it w as vi t a 1 not to confine our politicDl effort to mvro diplomacy, but reinforce it by mass politic al activityo That is so; but I submit that it is even more import ant not to r0st content with mere words, whether they be s poken by single P8 rsons in private or pu~·. licly ond en masse i but translate the words into deeds wherever possible and whenever e)t) edient(> 5uch translation of our feelings a nd desires into action during and after the war h ave been the Giyus in Pslestine, the Ericha and Haapala since the w ar, the breaking of new ground in our work of settlement, the manifestation of tho spirit of nonsubmission to the present policy by the Yishuvo Without all these new facts which we have croated there would have been no Bnvil on which to bring down the political hammer with full force. The hammer would have remained in the air or, if brought down too violently, would have fallen downo 

But, fellow delegates, having said so much in praise of deeds, let me also say something in defence of the spoken word4 Political struggle certainly does not mean koeping quietQ Sometimes you talk indirectly to your adversary from public platforms, through the press; som0times you have to talk to him directlyo Sometimes direct t alking becomes an imperative necessity, lest a decisive chance of a concentrated politicol effort is missed~ For inst ance, in my conviction such a focal point which made it necessary to t alk, and t alk directly, was the Anglo-American Inquiry CommiCeeo When leaders of the movement appear on this platform to testify that they were against our appearing before that Committee, it is r ather interesting and would certainly be most useful to know whether they are still of that opinion. It w as said hero that that Committee was a mere maneouvre~ GrantedQ But just b0cau e it was a maneouvre, was it not essential to try and thwart it? It was s aid here that we went to the Committee, but the British G0 vernment refused to implement its recommendations 0 So what? Suppos e we hadn't gone, would there have been a greater readiness to grant us at ono go the 100,000 certific a tes? Having appeared before the Connnittee nnd made our case, hann't our c npacity for the continuation of the attack grown stronger ? C.ionsider the array of weapons which were placed in our hands by the Committee's recommendations, passed unanimously by all the 12 members, British and American: the recommend ation fb r an immedi at e grant of 100,000 permits, to be distributed as quickly as possible; their conclusion th8t a mass exodus of Jews from Europe, of hundreds of thousands, is unavoidable; their conclusion, stated quite squarely, that Palestine is the only muntry which could take these people and the only one to which they want to go; the conclusion that the Land Law of 1940 must go; the conclusion that even after the ndm:i.E sion of the 100,000, Jewish immigration must never be ' subject to Arab consent or even ~rab acquiescence; the reaffirmation of certain principles of the Mandate and of its whole basis, namely that Pnlestine is not a country where the British Government can reign supreme without any regard to its international obligations, A very formidable amount of effort was put into the preparation of our case and an appearance before the Committee in Na shington, in Londonf throughout Europe and finally in J 0rusalemo That effort was not in vain 0 It yielded a r0turno It by no means geve us all we wanteda Nevertheless, it gave us a great de ~o 

My friend Tabenkin aPgued here th tit is inconceivable that we shollld take part in any negotiations so long as the ,\hite Paper stood
0 But Tabenkin and his friends were gninst our appearing 
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beforo tho :lnglo-American Committoeo It i~ i 4 -· resting to 
know whether they still stick to thnt position~ Did our 
appoarance b(:;fore the Committe strongthon or ·oaken th White 
Paper poliGy? I submit that it resultod in enormous undormining 
of the moral nd political authority of tho 1 lhit0 pq 0r of 1939. 

Mru Neumann said w0 wont to tho 1939 Conference nnd got the 
WhitG ?aper of 1939~ Again, so what? ~ay I suggest that our 
movement would have had a most uneasy 00nsci n0e; it ould hRve 
been very sorely tried, it would have had to go through most 
.oainful he.art-searchings, had it not gone to tho onferenco of 
1939 and had it been aftorwards faced with that pernicious 
document as the bnsis for future British policy in P lostine 0 

I submit that the Executive of those deys would h ve had a very 
difficult task to explain why it had foregone making one supreme 
last minute effort ty goin to the conference in ordor to avert that 
policy or at least to try and mitigate it I submit that it 
would have boen most unwise for us to supply the government with 
a purely gratuitous excuse for ushor·ing in thnt polioy by ref'erence 
to the fact that the Jews themselves had let their case go by 
defaulto Hos our capacity to opposo and to fight tho h te Paper 
Poli0y b0on in any way impaired by our having gono to the 1939 
Conference? Not in tha slightest~ Mro Neumann; if I understood 
him correctly; was careful not to draw fin8l conclusions as to 
whether we should or should not go to the London Conforence o So 
will I ref'rain from drawing definito conclusionso It is cortainly 
not for me to do that boforo the ?olitical Commlssion has met and 
considered tho question more fully than 1s possible to consider 
it at a plenary sossion of Congrossc But I would like to say one 
thing~ If we do go 1 it will be to us o now opportunit of puttin u~ 
up a fight for our futureo Vo will not be presi ing over the 
liquid tion ~f Zionisma I may havo no uthority form king suoh 
a statement, but I am expr0ssing my confid u!'1t hope that ,ho ever is 
elected at this Congress and if it is d ci od to o - whether by 
Congress itsolf or by the xecutive, in CASO it is left to the 
Executive to take that decision - will not be p~ esiding over 
the licpidation of Zioni~mo fhoover gos will go to procleim and 
defend our rights 7 and in the r thor probobly event of a negative 
result,; that appearance of ours in Gonf :ronce with the British 
Government ond parallel to tho ne otigtions ith the Ar bs, will serve 
to prepare the Jewish people for tho noxt st ge of our struggle. 

hether we go or not, our progrnmme? the programme of the 
Zionist movement, remains unchangedv o st nd on our full claims~ 
But let there be no mistake about ito By merely sayin that we 
have not solved the problem by one joto Because the 1uestion 
bofore us 1s not that of 0nunci ting o for~ul or prooleiming en 
attitude? it is our responsibil ty to do the utmost in order to 
achiever sultsG 'ur im must bo maximum independence fore 
maxim,m constructive effectiveness; m ximum independence must mean 
real power, maximum effectivonoss for our const.ruc.tive effort 
should not be taken morely s a r0lative term; it is something 
quite definite 0 ThRt in itself precludes completely the discussion 
of the Morrison Plan<> e don't know whot tho outcome will be. As 
a Zionist movement which was founded in tho dark days of ottoman 
rule in Palestine

1 
which h s survived Ottoman domination, which hes 

gone through all the trials an tribul tions of the Mandatory 
regime, which is now ready for any now ordeal that may be awaiting 
it, we aro firmly resolved to c rry on under any conditions in 



Pal6stine., If wo hG.vo workod ur.de:-- tho ccn1 :r·uotion snd obscurnntism of Ot toml'n sul tflns;P ••. ·:; shal 1 c e.rt ~inly go on· w orkinir under British opprossionl) But we car.not rost cont&nt ii h sue'~ philosophical attitudeo rve must braco ovory effort to broo.k t'~rough;) Ne mE!y fail, but it is our responsibility to try> and try tfie utmost. 

Consider the positionc Take immigration; Some frien s would have us go back or;rather,insist that tho fan atory Govornment should go back to the status quo nte 193S~ Now you can erh8pa muster pressure and strength in order to achiove some one~time change in the position, but hov it is proposed to generate in the unwilling hearts of the .~ ndato~:•y Government a continuous and active will to carry the burden which they refuse to carry is beyond my comprehension. Is it conceivable that simply by pointing a pistol, you can force a government co ntinuonsly to do someth ng which they aro determined not to do? Take evelopmont. Formally, we have today Palestine undivided and undiminished~ But 1s it actually so? From the point of view of facilities fbr our colonising effort; you all know the position The lew hems us n 
in a tiny part of Pq1estinev Of course) 0 have m nage to bore many a hole in tho land law of 194 ~~ We have managed; in the teeth of the la, to take over land, to buy 1 nd 1 acq.1ir0 land 7 call t what you willD e have managed to put up settl ments in the very he rt of the prohibited zoneQ The map or Palestino today, as regards Jo ish settlements, is today totally diffcront frm what it w s hen the land law was passed~ It presents an entirely dlfferont picture and has belied the expectations of ,ho government that the h te Paper of 1939 would crystallise as f'or 11 time~ 

Ne~ar-theless, there is a very serious question~ Ho· lon c n we go on that way ? And whether we c nnot mB ine n arr8ngement whereby we would be able to o on much icker and on~ much brooder basis than the way we are trying to carry on today T ke our latest achievement in thAt fiol, the establishment overnight of eleven new settlements in the Ne b -- in that norther·n belt of the Ne eb, mind you, which, if we are informed correctly, is under the Morrison Scheme to be included in the Arab Zone~ because it is onl. the southern triangle of tho Negob, which is lmost completely b rren, that goes to th British; supposedly as ould•-be mili ry b se; so in that northern belt of the Negeb 7 which is a re ion of gre t promise for irrig tion and intonsive settlement, o hrve succeeded in setting up th t dozen sottl monts? 

It is incorrect to say an I om sorry Ch8zan made th t m st ke here yesterday, that ore sadly r m ss .s eg rds thAt colonising ef'fort; th t we hnd quite unjustifiably delayed it~/or a whole , ear sin~ly because we were bs orbed n hi h polit cs; and our ene gies were too much t ken up with the formul tion of high-sound ng phr seologyp Th tis not the c se~ It is true that the announcement of the Morrison Scheme was a very powerful stimulant to our daring. uanger alw ys breeds courR e, but the fund mentRl f~ct s that until we found ater in thet p rt of the country, it would hm- e me nt merely ~hat one might term a political occupation of those areas with very slend -r prosp~cts of re 1 settlement nd proper agricultural development Now in th a:urso of last ye r we bored for and found water in areas lying to the north LOf that r ion Having succeeded in that and havin also taken our gricultural experiments one stege further, we felt more sure of ourselves in embarking upon the next stage 0 Even so, it is a very daring advonture upon wh ch we sent the groups of very young men nd women1 boys and girls aged 19 end 20, and we have carried it throu h~ Now we hope to carry our a re ional irrig tion scheme~ We hope to be able to ive water also to Arebs 
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in th t region., Ve hope t0 b0 able t0 dumonstr9t0 that the lend 

low is not only unrealisa1le, but th 0t it st3n s condomned b~ any 

progressive economic standard s a picco of re nctionar., r trograde 

legislation(' 

All this wo hvvo mnnaged to do and we hope to _on~ nu0 , long 

that roado Eut can thero be n cortainty th nt WO sh f\ 11 be able to 

go on until all tho opportunities th a t ou ht to bo ours h ve been 

exhausted? hat sbout more crnbitious irrigation schemes? nd 

you, we have not yon heard tho l Bst word even about that modest 

local scheme - whother we sh3ll ctuGlly bo allowod to CRrry it 

into effect; but sup osi ng we ro 1 hat .~out the ro ter irrigation 

schemes which we hav-e put forward gs st1ch powerful rguments in our 

political campaigns, for which Ne h ave made so much publ ci Y; and 

rightly too, boGause they demonstrate:the capacity of Palestine to 

absor:: very large numbers of pE1oplo,.. millions of people, and raise 

the W.J.1.0le country to "" much hi..Jher levGl of development nd 

prosperity? Can there be any doubt that so long as the present 

British regime continues; all those schonos will stay relegated to 

the files? 

Take t~e qu0stion of our economic d0volopment gener lly~ The 

war hes quickened tho process of our comin£ of age 1 so to speak, in 

the economic senso,, rvo are much more mature to y economically 

than we v, oro in the pre--war Il;riod., But i:•J es exactly in the same 

period in whth ~e a0hieved our economic moturity thet we were 

subjected toe most far~roaching s stem of govornmentnl controls. 

ow we and the government of P lostine ro more often th n not 

at cross purposes on fundament 1 eGonomic problemso There is no 

unity of will~ Thro is no unity of purpos v There 8re ins ruments 

in t:ie hands of the government which e c nnot uso n which the 

government ~efuses to use in our inter stsD So it is in rog rd to 
the rab : oycott~ 80 it is in ro ~rd to tho torr fie pro lem of 

tho high cost of livin which is a v r, serious orake upon the 

absorption of immigra!lts~ Vi o are po erless ·:.® s6lve this problem 

in the only ay which it c n be solved$ in aw y ~hich is contributory 

to Jewish immigration nd settlcme J. tc Measures which the government 

is proposing we cannot accoptQ 10 sures which we urge re un ccept ble 

to the ov r:r,me·1t., So we r in st a te of 0edlook., Thin s are 

not moving. and we r p ying the pr co~ 

Take the ve problem of or efoncen c~n w divest ourselves 

of direct and fin nl responsibility for our own efence? C n we 

entrust th t to , none else? Tho countries Rround us, not merely 

the pop· lation round ue in P lestino> but the neighbour ng countries 

outside Palestin are mod an ro boin arme ~ hO s to c re 

for the Jews ex ept the Jews themselvos ? hose is the fin 1, 

residuary r~sponsib111ty? And wh t oes it men to bear that 

responsibility? A in th~t responsib lity must be tr nsl ted into 

action.,. It call'1 for a s eri s of direct, practical me suros. Now 

are tease m0asur0s n har•mony with the oxistin regime, or, for 

that matter, with ony ,ovc1rnmont Lr gime which is not of our 

making? They aro not and c nnot boo ht r sults 1s a permanent 

conflict, a conflict which cannot :e rosolved within the present 

politic 1 fr meworkQ It loads to continuous strain. It is replete 

with dan oro It rosults in ono crisis ft r a nother, It creates 

an untenable position both for the fOT ernment end for ourselves. 
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c n we rel that this unten ble position, this complete 1 ck of st ability, will somehow survive the worst? 

Take our intorn~tion8l position, both on the gre ot scene of orld affa irs a nd within th nt corner to vhich we re confined in the liddle F.ast 9 It h ns alreody been s Lid so many times, there are seven ro untries round us Vihich h ave achieved their 
independence, some of them· ith popul 8tions sm ller nd much more b ck ard th a n ours elves~ Five of them ore already members of UN. The memb0rship:3of the others ore in tho offingp Now let it not be said thot Palestine as a country is not represented; th tis 
to say, that neither the Jews nor tho Arabs of ?alestine are 
represented~ For all pr ctica l int0nts and purposes, the Arabs of Palestine have their represent tivos in UN becauso the voice 
thet speaks for them in UN whothvr it bo the voice of E ypt, or Saudi i.rabia, or Iroq, or the Leb non, or Syria, or tomorrow of Trnns~Jordan or tho Yemen, is en rab voice~ The Palestinian 
Arabs are but a fragment of thst gre a t r a cev The political unit ¥hich the Ar ab r ce constitutes hes already five sets in U ~ We 
h ve none~ Now, our question is bound to ppeor before UN sooner or lat r~ Who is to spe k for us? Cnn we r e ly on the sympathy of disinterested friends ? Can wo rely 0n the gnme of politics played 1·ehind the scenes thnt 1 t should lea some powers to help 
us not Meahav,at Mord,ekhay but Mis in' at Homan ·? 

nd wh t about our direct rel a tions with that Arb world? The oonclusion is the snmo~ ~h0t we hev around us is a system of st tes~ Their opposition to our cl .im to st tehood s tod y very Atrong, but the very strength o the opposition is avidende 
that to them it is not mere dre m or phantasy of ours. It would not h eve been ea stron ! h d they no felt in their heart of hea~ts th t this 1~ somethin very s erious nd quite pr ac tic able; th t 
unless they watch us very uarefully we might pull it off. It is because they feel they are convinc d that this is A very real claim and a very irrnninent issue thot they a re mobil sing their forces in oppos tion to such an extent4 It mans th t once the cl im haa 
beens tisfied, the fact will be ccepted~ 

For we have not ,;om0 to Pnlostine to ru;.. way from our 
neighbour~11 Wear not interested in shutting ourselves off. We came to stay an to be integrated in the structure of th t part of the orl " e def nit ly bolon- to it., ~·e are prepared to identify ourselves with it. But only on one condition .... - as equals. 
Inte ration, if there is equnlity; idontific tion, if there is 
equality; and equality meons stotohood~ 

Now f 0!' hovv long must we continue tho argument against the 
panacea of B1~Nationalism 9 It 1sn 1 t merely th t Ri-Nationalism 
is impracticable. y-Nationalism throws the whole pro~lem 
com~letely out of focuso It is a solution completely 1ncongruous with the problem~ Because the pro~lem bofore us is not how to compose t.he di.f r0nces betwe0n two static _u.pits inhabiting the same country. It is not , ths,.--problem which f ced Lord 11urh m on hie mission to C nada in tho 60 1 s of the lPst century. It ia not the problem that faced the c ntons of S itzorl nd. Palestine is not 
a st tic country~ The crux of the matter is Jewish immi ration, the connection of the country with a people scattered throughout 
the world~ In the first and 1st, it is not the problem of 
Palestine, but the problem of the Jewish people. Bi-Nation 11am 
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mny be n nswer to the probl em of ?alestine s country, if that 
was ell that we had to solve. Bi-N t onclism offers no solution 
at all to the problom of the Jewish p e ople a s a people scattered 
throughout the world without a country of its own ond without 
pl ce in the family of nations. It compl toly shifts the b P. sis 
of discussion into a sphore ~hich is utterly unre 1 nd irrelevant 
to the purpose that we h ave in mind~ 

But aport from that, is it pr ctic able? Is it practical 
politics in our generation? One me.y well e nvis a ge a st a te of 
things in which Jews and Arabs live amic ably togother end 
co~o r ate in solving the problems of their common State, Tody, 
it is dre am~ It is just Bi-Nationalism that would today lead 
to the policy of divide and impora in Palest ne: as there 1a no 
common basis between the two communities, on which unitary state 
structure coulB be erected, inevitably the power of decision will 
have to remain in the hands of the third p r ty. Therefore, 
Bi-Nationalism, if adopted, will merely s e rve a s a new cloak to 
disguise direct British rule, 

The tra ic example which Cha z a n h es here adduced proves the 
contrary of his thesis. 

Next consider the inexorable f acts of Palestine 1 s demography, 
of the problem of population and of its n tura l increase. 
Incidenta lly, may I say tha t the question o f stimul ating the 
n atural increase of the Yishuv s one which should eng age the 
a ttention of this Congress, and tha t th a t a ttention should find 
its expression in financi al appropri a tion wh ch would enablo ue 
to embark on a l arge numb er of births in Palestine~ Anyhow, this 
is a fundament al politica l probl m hi h c annot be i gnored. 

Finally, take the probl em of the i nt ernational re gime in 
which we live. I have very little t o add on this score to what 
was so brilli antly stressed by my fr1 6nd nhum Goldm n, I told 
him th a t in coming to address you a ft er him I felt s if I was 
tryin to 11 ht a candle in a floodl t room. I would just say 
this, The whole conception of the form 1 d epend ence of one country 
upon another is disappe arin from the pol i tic a l map of the world. 
Dependent countries are either completely absorbed nto the 
territory and st ate structure of the r stronger neighbours or their 
formal connection with the stron er p arty s severed and some other 
arrangement is substituted . 

Apart from that, in our own experi enc e tbrou bout the evolution 
of British policy in Palestine, tho outst nd ng fe ature is a 
gradual and inexorable shit.ting of the emph sis from our righta 
regarding the future to the h ard f cts of the ctual position; 
that is to say, from the recogni tion of our histori 1 claim to 
?alestine or the acceptance of the Zionist vision as a starting 
point of policy, to the re a lities of the situ ion, It is a trend 
to assimil te our uniq e position to the ener 1 uniform patte7n 
of world condi ti one~' 

If you go throu h the series of success v e White Peper~ and 
legislative measures enacted in Palestine, you will clearly sea 
this trend. Now unless we mann~e in this eleventh hour to put 
ourselves upon the foundations of reality, to place our political 



structuro on th0 basis of facts and rifhts rootod in f3ctH whic h 

we can proceed to oxorciso straifJ1taway., and bring within tbat 

structure the maximttm that can bo brou ght in 0s :ar as ~argins of 

future expansion are co:1c-erT1ed, to:rr1t.orinl n:nd oconomic; we may 

be heading for a real d:LSBster of li4u1dat1ono For let there b0 

no mistake ••• there is a very roal and dotorminod attompt to 

liquidate Zionism~ 

I submit that those consido~ations go to the very oori of 

the matter und that thoy outwoigll 00r t ain argLrn10:nts logically, 

cogent., log r:11? unansworable 1 dialoct.icnlly most ir.g§nious, which 

heve been put r orwa:r•d here with a ·v10w to indictlng the Executive 

of a politi ~a l in0onsist0n0yo 

Wr.on men are imbued with nn u ·!1holy impatie:::we to achieve 

results, to avert a disaste~~ to open the way for a large-scale 

effort of reeGue and rehabilitation by the ac~ievement of Statehood, 

they mRy be forgivon a11 apparent, in<.~ons1st0:1cyG They would have 

had a much more serious charge to meet if they had failed in their 

duty to try and t ry and try again i~ order to att ain the utmost. 

I hopo I will not be committing 0 n i:nd1scretion if I say that 

from my t a lks in Jorusalem 7 during the stay tb0re of the Anglo

American Committee 7 with my friend Mr ,. Neumann I gnined the 

impression th a t h0 himeolf was fully al ive to the weight and 

gravity of these considerations a~d that he was ready to drew 

certain practical conclusions from thoso basic premiaeso 

Nat·,,1rally ; none of l:9 co.n guar ntee that e ve n this much is 

easily or at el l chiev b]e') now or w·thi n the immediate future, 

If nothing of the sort i s achieved which would constitu~e an 

indispens able minimt1m 1 our str 1 ggle wil l go on" But try w0 must., 

Remember,the movemont hec a cons0ien3e nnd that tbore ore dee~er 

conceptione of respons1b1lity vis-a-vis 

the future thar those expresse todoy which lie hidden in the 

movement 1 s hoart 1 wh1eh will one d 8.y come out and domand an answer 

and formulato quite a difforent indictmento Let us try and meet 

not only tho day of judgmor!t as i t stands today., but that futu:be 

day of judgment"' Lot us :.i.ot mi8 s any co ncei v1r.1blo chance 1= Let us 

leave no stono unturi .. 8 ,, Lot us close no avtr:.:ue in ad v ance, 

I said if thoro ia no minimums tisfaction of our claims, our 

struggle will go on~ I do not propose to go hero into d0tails as 

to what that strt,ggl should corr.prise But I must make clear,, 

1n view of the fact that the subject h 8D been raised by others, 

what I consider lion outsido its pormisaiole soopo" I will try 

and say it briefly, ~utan clearly aA I can~ And in so doing 

I am giving my personal opin on for whst it is worth 

The Yish'1.Tv and the Zi:..9nist. moveme ~:t. cannot And will not 

tolerate being mi s:ioprosent ed i n the oyes of the world as a 

murderous, bloodth~rs ty moneter, or as a body of men m1d women 

ready to harbour without p1·otest or opposition such a monster in 

their midstc They cannot e.nd will not tolernte that groups 

of Jews ho who havo cuL tnem3elves off from the fr amework of 

national dls~ipline should let their doutrinaire fa=aticism amd 

perverted political reason'tng determine a dis as ,rous cou:~/ 9 ': of 

events effe~t tho fate of the entire people" 
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\ro listened yesterday to on oxtraordin ry docl r tlo:tl mado :.y Mr. Grossman which h9d a bo aring on this subjecto To me i~ W9S sig-na l e ct of self-abnogation on his part. He identif od h11msolf with certa in groups in Palestine. But tho members of th0so r1~ou s aro by no means reedy to id&ntify themselves with him They oro not prepared to ace -pt his authority or le dorship~ They keep their own counsel, Naturally, thoy will cash in on the cnmpJ.iments p~ to them yesterdoy from this pl at form4 Yot they will _ive nothin in return~ Speaking quite calmly and I hope dispassionBtely I should like to s ay, oga in in my own n amo for wh tit 1s worth. thnt Mr> Grossman nd his friends will not be eblo to squ are tha t attitude ith the continued momborship of the World Zionlst Organis tion~ 

They have two alternative courses open to them within tho ' 'orld Organisation, none other~ Tho one is to exert their infuence, s far as it goes, in order to try and prevail upon these people to re-enter the national fold, su:mit to n etional discipline and accept all tho far-reaching limitations as woll as enjoy 811 the privileges which this involves~ the other is to disavow them completely. In rrry conviction, there is no third course open to Mro Grossmsn nd his colleagues within the World Zionist Organisationq If tharo is third course, it is to quit. -

vrr. Gorssman made a further statement yesterday which, if I understood him correctly, sounded like a thre atq I hope I misun erstood bim, Anyhow, that was the imp res st on er ted and h0 cannot object if I react accordingly. Mr. Grossman shoul be aro of ployin i th fl re. He would be well advised to ke off the. t subject t least in public discussion because if, God forbid, thet fire doos bre ek out, it is not those whom Mr. Grossman reg rds as his opponents who will be tho first to be consumed. 

Tho line followed by thoso groups is not merely mor lly d sostrous, it is politically senseless. The whole point of our stru _ le n ~olestine, whatever form it moy ssume under n~tionsl direction, is to demonstrate the unity of the Yishuv a nd of the wholo movement behind it, That is the only comp ell ing force which the m0 ni ost tion of our determination to resist, of our refusal to submit; c n hop to possessA But here the opposite effect is nchieved, It is n domonstration of the compl0te isolat ion of thos0 groups, of tho diss ocia ion of tho Yishuv from their course of action~ Their tactics, ther0foro, efe ~t their own purpose. And lut me sound a arnin _. Theru is n inevit ble lo ic in the •dov&lopment of cert ai n trends. From external and i n iscrimin te terrorism, the development leads to an intornal nd discriminAte terrors m. ~e have had instances of it in Palestine recently~ And we h d the s me kind of development in tho camp of our neighbours in Palestine in former years: From indiscrimin te terrorism g inst us they eventually passed to int rnal terrorism directed gainst definite persons. Let all clearheaded Jes om Zionists who ere determined to oppose th0 prosent official policy to tho bitter en, se clearly whero tho present course of the dissident terrorist groups is liAble to lead us, Let us all put our heeds together and our h nds together in 
order to avert that disaster. 

Thie c lamitnus phase of the situetion cannot detr ct our ottention from the main object in view of opposin tb present rJ ime~ We re ell ... I hope, all - extremely anxious to avoid a conflict, heve 1 a been. But it does not depend upon us, For the time being the British 
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Government parsis ts in th dis strous blun ur which thoy committed 
in 1939, ~nd ono blun or lends to nnoth ·r~ Ono su h blun· r b w n ., . 
of .§_Ver.=.h _or0ret _£yeroh 11 w 3 tho Lotr7n Chc.ptor . 

Somebody told me, I did not myself ho~r to ~rs , th tone 
of the spe kers bore s~id that the rele so 0f some of us from 
Latrun h ad come as n act of grace on the I_:Brt of the British 
Govornmont, I sho~ld like to say th~t s sure os I st nd here 
before you tonight, it is my conviction a n the conviction of my 
friends with whom I shared that honour~bl o position of bein 
a d0t inee in the heart of Palestine, thnt our rele se came as a 
triumph of tho unity and firmness of the Yishuv, of the Zionist 
movement and of the ~ntiro Jewish poople. 

I wi sh somebody else h ad sai it, but, anyhow, I consi r it 
my political· duty to say it. Unloss one adopts the philosophy that 
it is nmitzvahn not to be r le sed, except by n army of liberation 
which c n by force cut through the berb d ire enclosures, short 
of that I o not think that there could be a more honourable rele se. 
It w s, in fact, 8 most honourable rele sea Why? Bee use it came 
as result of the government having come to the conclusion th t 
it had filed in the object bich it set tself hen i put us 
behind ba rbed wire. Havin _ come to that conclusion, they still tried 
to gain something on the transaction and to he ge the release 1th 
all sorts of conditions. Those con itions were rejected by the 
Executive 1n London, ~nd e were r le se uncondition a lly- In that 
attempt, too, the government failed. ~h relo ae di not, of cours, 
improve our general position. We h ve not vanced one ot from 
here we were before. o,n the c ontr ry, ne setb cks ere experienced 

in the meantime. It w s d uring our sta n Lotrun thet the new 
practice of deporting Jews from ?alestine, shiplo ad fter shipload, 
wes initiated and it still continuos~ But as fr as tb t mprison
mentor detention w s concerned, e emerged from the brde l 
stren thened, and we can f c o the t sk of our futur politic 1 
strug le ith he ds raised high, I snot o tri 1 o stren th in 
the u~u a l a0ns0 of the term, but it 3S cert~inly a tri l of the 
stren th of ch ar cter, and in that tri l ~e did not f il, 

The question 1s, wh t of the future~ ill cour £6, wi~dom 
and justice prevail or re we in for secon round of political 
stru gle after the pres nt relative lull. If we are in for the 
second round, quite obviously it will not be matter for the Yishuv 
alone

0 
ur struggle is a manyaided aff ir and a joint responsibility 

of the ishuv and the Diaspora. ot onl. the Z oni t movement, 
the entire Jewish people must play their part. It should be Zionist 
ooJ.icy to mobilise all its ener ies~ are now embarking on a new 
politic a l course - the quest for a new politic l basis for our work. 
The change has not come of our own acaord - it h s been forced on us. 
The quest h s become necessary through the crumbling up of the 
political framework within hich we worked and stru led and 
progressed in the inter-war period, It was the framework of the 
British Mand te. T'ne war has merely del yed the crisis. It first 
came in 1939, but we had not yet f elt its full imp ct hen the war 
supervened nd overshadowed it. ith the con lusion of the war, the 
crisis broke on us with its full force. The mspa by which we steered 
our Zionist vessel until then, are now obsolete. The Mand tol'Y 
regime is a thin of the past. We have emerged from it into en 
unknown ruture. We start now on a voy e through an unchartered see. 
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Moan hilo thu storm is ra~~in _~ Gne's h0 rt pr. s for a firm Rn 
resourc ful lea~ , for a clear v sion, for internal unity, !~ i~ 
too muoh to hopo thot our ire need 1or a country and Strto of our 
o ·n, the courag and devotion of our youth, the stren th hich we 
already possess in Paleetine, the determination an sublime br very 
of our ma~pilim: the unity of our people rallied to the banner of 
~ion - is it too much to hope that all these ill carry us through? 
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Basle No, 

The eighth session of the World Zionist Congress was presided 
over by Rabbi Dro L~ Ra~inowitz~ Telegrams were read fr om 
Belgium, Sweden, Poland, Argentine, Brazil 1 LinE/Austria and from 
the World Union for the Hebrew Languageg 

Dr. Folix Rosu n b 1 U th addresses Congress 

Pr6senting the point of vie, ot Al1y~n GDa tidna , Dro Pelix 
Rosenblueth said his _p3rty stood for progress and democracy, 
large-scale and uninterrupted immigration and international 
support for our constructive neterprises a nd challenged the 
ar~itrary resort to violenceo ~r~ Tiosenblueth said that orientation 
and a policy of self-sufficiency was a demagogic slogan, good for 
mass meetings, but empty and futile. We could not orient ourselves 
to Uno, Russia or ft.merica nnd only Fngland r emained~ e reqired 
her protection surrounded as we wer by Arab n eighbours with whom 
an understanding was remote. Activism had damaged our chance of I -England s support: wo must further Aliyah by all means, but we must 
k eep away from activism~ Comparison of our movement with Irish 
liberation was false- People forgettha the Irish struggle lasted 
for hundreds of yearso The outside ~orld cannot bo expected to 
appreci 0te shades of differences oo twe e n ,various forms of violen~e 
and the result of the teaching of activism was that the young 
people of the Yishuv themsol ves could not dis ti:-~guish betw0en its 
various forms. In Palostino the consequences wore visibl e and the 
British Government stubbornly refuses to yiold on immigration until 
law and order have been establ~sho<i The Army had beon given 
extraordinary power, the Jewish A oncy Executive members arrested 
and its of.tb es ecru piod_ Did wo hav e to invite these defeat.a ? 
How could the Executive risk staking everything on one card? 
Even assuming that tho haz;ardous oxporim0nt of activism ha be e n 
justified in the past,thon the experiment had failed and the time 
had come to give it ur. 

MRo 19 TABENKIN 

Mr. I. Tabenkin, speaking on b -half ofhis party, S1ya 1 1 Ahduth 
Avodah, said that the Zionist Congress was cril.lod upon by the 
Jewish poopl e to fulfil a historic task in the struggle for Jewish 
survival. He did not rumomb or any Congress at which the reality 
of Palestine was evidont so little as at this Congress9 Not in 
terms of delogatea, but the living r eal ity has not found expression 
in the Congresso Nor had tho living reality of European Jewry 
mado its presence felto As a ruprosontative from Palestine and as 
a Chalutz, he felt he must t0ll the Congross tha t it is its 
obligation to take part in the struggle bofore us~ Tho Congress 
itself must boa phase of tho struggle, it cannot be a substitute 
for it . This is a conflict between the British Mandatory Power 
and tho Jewish p e oplu and in the forefront stands the nMaapil ' • 

.... z ... 
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It is th -. battlo of tho • halo J 0 •• sh p oplo Df ' in t i·hom w r h s 
boon duclarod. 

Immi ration is not mcr~ly a part of Zionism. Ith s b como 
tho only possibility for our continu0d oxistoncoj The closing of 
tho g tos of? lcstinc is thr :ot to the i h0l cwish poopl, 
it moons that n third of thu populntion of Palostin is menoced 
vith tho fot hich has alw ys confrontod our poople to bo 
condemned to o pormonont minority stotuso r0 should

1 
r mombur that 

a stoto cannot be securod at n Round Tnblo; moroovur this t ble 
is not round, it is sh rp ~nd ongularp 

Thero aro some who vould havo us boliovo that the policy of 
intimidation upon whichth Govurnmont had embarked was provoked 
by terrorism4 It is not so~ Long boforo they hod bogun to hunt 
the refugoos nnd to so rch for orms~ W0 should not permit this 
JtOlicy of intimid tion to cow us; we havo memorios of a groator 
intimidation, that of Treblinka and Auschwitz, ond the fear of 
homelessness inspires us ·ith groater d~J d# - a dread which 
becomes overwhelming at a time when a Third World rar is being 
freely discussed. And it is I}:Jrhaps this conflict on the horizon 
which is the real reason that Palestine has become an armed camp~ 
Unless we can bring 200 1 000 Jows n year to Palestine , the peril 
will be greater than the intimidation of Latrun and Rafla and 
Cyprus. 

The Zionist Organis tion must b · com a groat instrument of 
Jewish unity hich will be ablu to stand firm against the power 
that rules in Palestine. But it cannot co~oporate 1th the 
Government of the bite Pa~er~ Thou .hit may havo been loyal in 
the past, it can no longor owo allo ianco to a Government that is 
in itself fbunded on on illegal do um nt, the ~hite Paper or 19394 

Mr. Tabenkin ont on tosay "No undvr tand B n Gurion's ilofence of 
nr. Goldman, · 0 understand Goldie .iy rson's loyalty to the Executive, 
out Dr. Goldman hen h0 goes tot, lk to Gov0rnments docs not 
represent the Exooutive alone, h s aks in the name orthe whole 
Jewish people., 

hat happened since vwo sdopt d tho Biltmore Rosolution ? Was 

it a chango of he~rt by the British Government or 1,1ab it the 29th 
June which c.qused th change of fb rmula from - . Palestine as 
e. Jewish Stato to ttJo ish and Arnb St tos in PalcstinenT And if 
repression continuos, shall or tre t to tho ~orrison Pl n and 
even further? Tho opponents of partition aro told that the 
Executive must bo froe to tak0 a lino in n 0morgoncy. If so, hat 
is the point of our boing on the Poli~ical Commission? Eretz Israel 
is ind1v1aibleo Should we creato puppet Jewish ond Arab States.With 
Britain in tho saddle it ill lead to even graver friction between 
Je s and Arabs nd there is no future unloss we find the way of 
living with our neighbours~ 

Thero was a dramatic moment at Congress when tho representAtive 
fromG~rmany, Mr. Traogur, roso to speak, Hes id that 9~ of the 
people in tho Camps wanted to goto talostino. Tnoy remembered that 
peoples amongst whom they had livEKl for conturies had joined 1n 
Jewish extermination. Evo~l now they were living amongst those who 
had taken part in them ssacres. He pleaded that the 23,000 Children 
in Europe who were left should be allowed to go to the place where 
they can gro~ up and b come decent citizens. Ho praised the em1oser1 
from Palestine. Palestine was tho only hope. All other ways would 

lead to degeneration and decay. 
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ro S~- ~fa gn.i (~ izr chi) opened his addr ess by , eclaring , "The sole 

s ol u t ion ;;e suggest is a J euish Sta t e, i n the who l e of P l estine . n such a 

decision, if aoe; e_r t ed ·· y Congress, must n ot be r.-.e r ely a _pi ous •1ish, but a ec1a1on 

b in1 in6 on the Execu ti vti. They r1mst uork to p rsuade publ i c opinion in F.hgla.nd 

and .t1.nE ric a. , an seek t o c nvinc e t he Gowd:.'n'Y!ents of t hes e co untri e s. ln 

pa rt.iculn.r nius t the Yishuv in Pal estine be convince • tind the Execut1 ve should 

not be all o....,1ed to act • ga inst such a ecisi on." 

• r. Shragai went on t o say ~ha t the sec on r e s oluti on this Congrese 

should. c cep t v, as that under p r es ent condi t ions, the EAecutive should not 

p artici a te in the London Ccnference. Should a nevi situ ation arise in v,hioh 

the basic <lemands o f our n.ovement could. b& iscussed, \he Jewish .. 1-gency cru.ld tb3n 

consider whether it couid serve as a basis f or p articipation in the Conferenoei 

It .vas cl ear that since the ll'tandate and up t o n o·v1 1 England ha d done e verything 

to 1r.-.i,e e the a.evelopr:-ient of P a l estine and t o cre~te di ffioul ti es. ~fter these 

dif ficul ti es had be-1n created, Engl a n had us e-1 than as an excuse to do nothing 

to further the evelopment of Je,7ish P alESt:ine. Hith erto -r1e had been 

unsucc essful in moving the Goverrr.:ent frorr, this position. When :re can:e -~,1th a 

corr.pr on.i se in onier t o reach a gre cr.:ent vii th the "rabs and in oriier t o obta in 

increaseu imrr.i gr a tion, the Government di d everything ~o nullify auch a oo~promlse. 

The c , ,J?ron:ise of partition ha s been r e j ec ted l ·y Englan • The rr.or al of tha t v1as 

th at by compr or.1i sing vie vro uld not c onv inc e the Br i ~ i sh Government. Such a step 

onlY showed Ent;]. n.nd that 10 were prepar e t o ren ounce our rights~ The rs fore, 

it shoul ' be our axio . tha t we should derr.and the whole of P lestine a s a J~nlsh 

Sta te., 

r. Shraga i ad e tha t it shoulJ be cl ear t o u s by now tha t by politlcal 

negoti1 t i ons alone vie sho uJ. not aohieve anyt hing , Ther efor e our policy had to 

be accomp anied b7: ( a ) continuous in:rd gr n.ti on und r ·.1.ll conditi ons and by a ll meaner 

{b) a vride ne twork of settlements in 11 p rts of • estine: (c) the 

acco~pani rr~nt of thes e t n conditions by ' pe r. n ent struggl e of th Yishuv. 
This v,ould s VI tha t the JeV1s were r aJy t o fi gh1- f or the J.ev€l opment of the whole 

of Pal est ine as a Jewish State. 

"But," 1r. Shrag i de clared, "I stress ve cy strongly th a t v,e are ga1nst 

the "Porshim" or ganis ations. (This is a r e fer enc e to the terrorist rg nis o.t1. one 

in .Pal estine , escribed by the Yishuv "' S outl v,s) Ui;ing tv,o armies an,l tvro 

gen er a l st ffs t o fight • ba ttle can nev er succeed, • nd the battl can never be 

,on. Thero is a lso dan ger of oivil wa:r." 

"1 am a lso against their acts of t e rrorism," ;.ar. Shragai continued. "When 
we sa y tha t w are against the acts of tho British Government, we also say that 

,a ar e a ga inst the plun ering nd slaughter of people who have n o 1nfluenoe 

vlh. a ts oever on thes acts. W ar e a~ainst th e rr:urd ring of ainple soldiers 1n the 

streets of Tel Aviv. This does not mean that W€ sho ul. not have an anny of our 

own t o co nduo t our ·nar as we th ink it should be conducted." 

"We also say tha t aa l o.1r a s Engl and insists upon the Morrison Plan we 

c no t pa rticipa t e in <l.isoussi ons ·1ith her. There ar e a lre ady t'llo sides ranged 

against us, the English and the arabs. I oonsiJcr it ther e fore pr6ferable not to 

participate in suoh a Confer 6nce, s o tha t EnglanJ would not be ble t o say that the 

Jews haJ p tioipate in the re go tia ti 1 s, a nd her ecision is the result of that 

participa tion. h.nd if ·1e di . not participa t e , v,e h a. 1n,o tasks (a\ 1rran1grat1on. 

settlement, security, struggle. (b) Political work in all countries, and 

particul.ar=.4 in England an-l th Unite States., Such ·11ork should not be confined 

t o one party. Ve ha<l to · ea.l bo th with capitalists an socialists. 



1lr .. Shral;;ai expresse the viev, that Jewry in the v1hole of Eurcpe 'llD-S 

in great -langer of assir:.ilation. ~i.ssir:.ilatirn every,1here reare its ugly head. 
And the ,.:.anger ex.iste ' even in Pales tine• Because if there ¥1as net the 
observance cf the Jevli sh Tcrsh and its Comrr.andrr.ents, the Jev,s di not knov, v,hat 
di stinguish0d them frorr. other people. In America public opini0n had been 
arouseu by the fact that on the 29th June the Sh~bbat ha - been desecrate1 by the 
British.. Ho✓1 coulJ. tie uer:.and. fr o . the non-JevlS observance of the s9.nctity of the 
Sabbath y1hen our ovm leaJ.ers had not done so? 0 Therefore," concluded 1r. 
Shragai, "I sum up: our task must be Aliyah, Hi tyashvut, struggle, Zionist 
education an..1 the fulfilment of the Tor sh.•• 

22nd Zionist Congress: Ninth Sossion • 

. 1!,)DRESS BY MRS. JUDITH EPSTEIN 
~-~--------------~~-~---~-~~~---

The ninth session of Congr0ss oponed at 4~30 p#m~ on Thursday 
12th December, 1946, with an addr6ss by Ars. Judith Epstein, President 
of Hadnssah~ Mrs. Epstein began by sayin€ tha t tho political debate 
so far had beon, for hor, somewhat unreal, for thor0 ero such vory 
l ergo areas of agroemont, that tho aroa of disagrooment s00med to bo 
artificially stimulatc;d. On the largo oroo of agret1m0nt, ever. body 
boliovod with his wholo heart and soul in tho gro t undortaking, the 
miracle of the uobuilding of Palestine. No one who had fo llowod the 
dovelopmcnt of that little land and had soc.,n what had boon dono when 
tho passi. on and the will to live and croate had b en applied to a 
land that had boon a dosert, could fail to b lievo in this great 
undertaking> 

Hadassah, tho sµ.ak r continued, was purhaps more fortunat then 
other grouµ, in U1at it had a small but very dvfinit c and diroct tie 
Vii th that upbuil ing pro -ramme through the 11 ving cont ct with Youth 
Aliyah, through the health care of 1mm1 .rants, through its social 
service hulp in th now ?alestineA Hadassoh shared with all who h d 
spoken and who would sp0ak an underst nding of tho gre t importano0 of 
tho Palestine upbuilding programme. 

Hadasaah understood, too, whot rosist nc o in P lestine meant~ It 
wos the symbol that the Yishuv had ttainod that kind of m turit. on 
which n tionhood was built. As with the Amoric n Revolution, when 
no ordors wore too gr at to b0 pl cod against the necossity of , inning 
froodom1 so in Palostine; there was no ono who had any understanding 
of the tremendous impulses which lo d men to s euk froedom and 
independenc0 and self~r0spuct, who did not understand wh t r esistance 
in Palestine m&ans .. n1t sometimes", said ~rs. Epst in, 1 end we face 
this withsad knowledgo, moans bloodshod, destruction and loss of life. 
Wo havo gone into Palestino to build and not to destroy. And it is a 
matter of ddep tragedy that tho magnificent efforts, thewtll to create 
of our youth should have to bv divortod to what is matter of urgont 
and moral necessity. 

But, Mrs. Epstein wont on, so long as our young people undertook 
these tasks, knowing that thoy wero ugly and h rd, but necessary, then 
we could face 1t4 But wh0n it becomo something that w s gladly 
approached, then it was bad . That was our attitude tooard resist 9.nce. 

0 understood as a magnificent symbol uncertificated immigration, 
whereby boars came into the Harbour bringing tho men, women and the 
childron who were determined that nothing should stop them from entering 
a land which they regarded as home. There was only one definition 
of a home,and that was a place which one could enter at will. But 
having said that, Mrs. Epstein continued, stirred as one as by these 
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indicotions of tho .111 to live and by thos0 signs of not1onhood, one had to say that these magntficent ssets were no progrrimm for tho solution of the Jowish problem. Whet Congress had to soek was an intornationol, politiqal pro rammo ·vhich ould make by 1 w s0mothlng whi~h waa a feet, ~ Jowish n tion and Jevish Stato. 

Turning to th0 question of tho continuance of the and te, 
fil'S. Epstein said that sponklng for Hodassah"to sp.; ak or continuing offorts to socuro tho implomentation of the Mandaio is to lull onosolf from taking th0 kind of action th t ls nocossary to solvo the problem now". 

Mrs. Epstoin daJcribed th frustrations suffered by tho Jevish Agency in their struggle to securo tho full lmplomentation of the Mandate. A Royal Commission had said thnt the Mandato was 
unworkablo. To imagine th~t one could broathe now lif into tho Mandate that would wipo away oll tho bittorness and ugliness and bring in a now ideal rolnti0nship was to indulge in o false dream whioh would lead us nowhere. "Therefore we say that we must and now find the way to establish that independence which will givo us that right to croate that economic bsorptivo capacity, to create the conditions for bringing our Jews into Palestine in our own ships and umer conditions whidh will tell them that they are coming home. We need that status that will give us the self-respect that 11 
peoples ncod", declared Mrs. rrs tein. 

Turning to politic 1 activity in Am0rica, Mrs. Epstein said that without seeking to exaggerate Zionist dvancos in Amoric on the political front, it ~\Ould bo wrong to minimise what had been done. America not only participated in the An_lo-Amoricnn Inquiry Committee; Amurica was still in tho picture. Du to tho offorts of American Zionist Emorgency Council nd tho Jo shAgoncy for Palestine, the Morrison-Grady Plan had be n rejectod by tho Unitod St8tes Government, ~hat was no small accomplishment, and tho speaker hopod th t much fuller co-operation could bo secured from Amorica. It was of adv ntage to~~ rica and to Amer1cnn 1ntoroststbhot th r& be a stable, highly 
d velopod ind us tri lised Je 1shSt ate in tho Uiddlo East.. For America wanted peaco. Wur was wrought by the terrible underprivileged of this world. There could bu no po9C0 wh n thur arc people ,ho starve~ An industrialised Jewish Stnte thot would boa demonstration centre ror the hole Middle Enst woul inovit bly r9is0 thti level of living of all peoples, said s. Epstein. And American Jewry h d a vory special contribution tom ke, ovor nd sbovu thu contribution in 
rosources, money and politic 1 support. America possessed those economic skills h1ch hod m de her the senal 0f democracy in war and the loading industrial nation of this world. This oconomio skill and technical ingenuity hod to be pl ced t the disposal of 
Jowish Palestine. 

Turning·, in conclusion, to tho imm di t\J political programme, Mrs. Efaie1n said that it was foolh rdy to spoak and think as though we had now at this point our d0stlny completoly in our own hems. She did not undorosttmato for ono momont tm strength of the Yishuv, of the detorm1not1on of the Europe n Jowry to break through end fir» a home of that 1ndostr~ct.1blo will of the Jewish poo~le the tyreata hed be6n unablo to break. ~hat was our groat and ~o~lo ee~et. 
Without it we ould have no hopo. But on tho oth ~ h nd it •~S 
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fo r"\ lh rdy n ot t o undo rst n d t h t 1 o \ ur o p t rt of 'i h ol • orld 

complo%, n disturbed I orld in turmoil, h er tho tu f or power 

involve d o n:i enmeshed use Wo n 0odod o Jo ish St ~t in ord or to 

e ovo our Je 1~ish pvoplo. nwo must h ') V O a J o ish St nt e ~ 11nd if I quoto 

the words of Bun Gurion, 1 In our lifo timo' I tra nsl t o thorn to 

mo n r Nowt," s a id ~rs Epst oinu "In ord ur lo occomplish th t 

purpose", tho speak e r c onclud od, 1on u thing· h as t n b e k opt before 

us, If you think os I think th 9t th s olution o f tho probl om ia 

Jowish stntehood , thnt 1s th0 c or e ; thot i s tho p rinciple which 

must not b o dos ortod, Jhich must not b e l oft , ·:ihich mu s t n ot bo 

compromise d o Flexibility ond c 0rnpr omis o in othur diroctions hich 

will lenv unt ouch0d the oss ont i al n oode o f th Jowish peoplo Bnd 

the mov8me nt, Jewish n tionhood, ~and J ew ish st At ch ood, those we c n 

fece withequanimity 3nd c ourag o ~ I hop o tho t this Congress which 

f a ces a pr0blem of d e sperat e crisis will b e a bl t o keep before it 

that ess enti al n eed. And I hop o thot in tha t ~mity nd friendship 

and love that bind us all t ogethor, wo c nn d cd.d e how best to 

accomplish that purpos on> 

lit. Be1 ,. Locker addr esses Congr as 

• Locker beg· n by r <, f e r 1· ing t o t h& S? ec rr.a 0 by ~ r. L<1eir Gro ssrnan, 

which h e characterised as agt_;r e ssi vc in t on6 , not t h 6 speech of one who omr.e b ck 

a rcpt:.ntant sinn0r. His ft .iends, Lucker s ai , i n ~., hos e n e he s·)oke , l eft 

the Zionist Or !;· nis a tion nin ;,ars :igo. l e , .:tr. r o ssman, h ad sa i n othin 

·bout their achi cv6IIl ents uri :ng 11:i, t t irub . :. r . Gro ssn an C'IJ.2J confirmed tha t 

which r. Er e ha sa i fr on. thi s pl at form a ut t he ne., Zi onist Organisa tion • 

• Gross. un s ok c .,ith a voic e o f r1 r ning . "~.r. ,·o s n," ,,ont on -'ir. Locker, 

. .. "I ·,1 n y ou: yester dc. -;[ JU th r ca t E:.ncd. us .Ii.th int crn~l t error. ·,;e sh 11 

not a llo;; you to fri !;hton s by you1 t ~:: ~ --7 .. • l threats. tt tr. Locke r then 

dnelt on Dr. Silver's speech , an th ".. t r f ~1r. ourri nn,, and s aid, "I .;;.. the 1 st 

to un er e s tL.:at 0 th, C; i . )Ort nc G f e ic·· Zi on i srr. . I r e· ily gre e th t 

.America~ · fte r 11 th :.i. t h·is hr.t1>~u n J. i n Burope, h.- s ·1 gr e·1. t r ol o to pl ay 1n 

Jev1ish life and in th Zion i st vu .. 6nt, ·md t nu. t her r esponsibilitie s h ave 

gro ·1n in vi E..v1 of th<- :Jo liticaJ. evE-l o 11:ien t .,h ich br ut_;ht l --;-e ric into the problezn 

of th e ·u l e E· st :1nd P l t.s tine , bu t i n Dr. s·1vtjr's e&oh on e very important 

element 1,as m1ss1nb whi ch " .eric h r s st i l l t o s ho ll, - conc ern f or tho growth 

of Zionism, a growth th· t sho ~ n o onl y be in b r e d t h bu t ~1s0 in ep th. And 

when one t a lks bru t t · ki ng upon onos (, lf th& l 0r. ersh i of the n:ovement, one 

should p on e r s t o .h ther on e is ) r OpEi rly c os en t o o so . To this v, h e.ve to 

give consi r ublb t hou ght consi u r : tion ." •· r, Locke r asserte th 'l t Congress 

oes not r efl ect in th nurr.be r o f · ··e ric · n shok el h ol e rs comrnensur a tG ,1th the 

size of MlEI' lean Je .rry. .A ill ion shekelim vrer € sc l d i n l ,erica , but ho.,., many 

of the shak 1 hol <.,rs uent t o the polls? Of thb five million J e·11s in a:rer1ca, 

lass ,1Gnt t o th b p olls th n in th(, c us e o f the J o :s in P l estine . 

Re f erring to the speech o f ~r. S., ir at,; ' i , re- Lr cker r a rked: n·r, 

Shragai, I am a fr· id, 1 n o t e .. -~pr e ss an ori gin a l i e::i. ·,,hen he oonten ed tha t one 

of th causes of our political e f e~t h · be~n tha t the ~x cutive h ad cone rned 

itself only -1li th enlighte nrr.<.,nt in th e L·-bour I\ rty circles, and h d neglected 

other parties. Hb asko i1ho J!revt-ntcll the fr orr. t a lking to others. Did those 

i1ho criticise us f or this al le~e e f ault try ther..s elvE; B to c ont n.ct 

Conserva tive, Liber al und R~li gious circle s? They di not. They were not n.ble 

to do so. The tr th is th t the Lon on Ex~cutive tri e with all th n:eans a t 

1 ts i sposal to reach thE- circles of non-L bour pe l s too . l :: ~self approached 

Conserva tives and Lib er a ls mo re th n once• rn my fri en Bi·o • etzky, and 

eertainly Dr. ,ieizmann nd others had on e so . 
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"And novr let us come t o the rr.ain subject 'im.ich is being • iscussed ," said 
11r. Lo aker. "Tha t vh ich emEr ged in P .ris had been given rr.any narr.es, T •• er e h a s 
been talk o f panic, l.lef6atis m and inti:riidation. I u ave ev6n heard the ·!lord 
Vichy, But the only f acto r that l ee.• us to alopt the Paris policy ·:,as the 
t errifying pic tur e of the situation c f J€!lS in Eastern European c cuntries v1ho a.re 
on t heir ·1,ay from PQil and to Gerr.:any, ·mo a r e in camps, and on ships. lt ·;ias our 
overwhelming feeling of l~it;antic r es_l)onsibili ty whi ch r e sts on the Zionist 
Moverr.ent v;hi ch moved us• I.1 Paris th er E were those who f a vour ed part! tion and 

• thos e who op~osed it, The deci si on taken in Paris ~as almost unanimous. Th a t 
doesn't mean at all that th€se decisions p r event us from seeking a final solution 
now. 1 don't kno;u hov; 1·r. Chazam has reached such a conclusion. I have no t the 
feeling that. ae can wait any longer." 

You rray well ask us v,hat assura nce have you that v,e shall a chi eve a Jewish 
State? S"'ch an a ssurance doe s not exist . But the question is not one of 
s pecul ation but s ober ju1gment as to nhether the time has c ome to exert pressure 
on a world burdened with ~ave problems , 3.lld v1hs ther we should exp loit this grea.t 
urt:,-ency of ours in or Jer to arouse the c onscience of the wo rl d ., so tgat 1ne rr.ay a t 
least secure the beginning of the final solution to our problems . I cannot 
understand v,hy those -~·Jho ar1:;ue that this is no time for a final s olution h ve such 
peculia r confidence in the pr es nt situation.. Ar e the motives that drove England 
1n 19 9 to the ·,-rnite Pa}le r any weaker? Has the /lrH.bic opposition to Jev,ish 
1mn,igr ati on ,,eakened? Is the f act th· t there a r e at p r esent seven organised Ar a.b1e 
sta tes united in a league designed to make opp sition to Jewish irr.rr.igration 
weaker?" 

Turning to tr. CrJ.azam. 11r. Leeker said, "He (,;., r. Chazam) spoke not s o mu.ch 
a bout the J.Jandate but about an international tru steeshi1) of Mt;l and , AJr.~r1oa n.nd 
Russia ,, I l.40n't; know how rru.ch c onfidence he has in America , but o.s :fa r as Russia 
is concerned, do 1e r eally kn:ov, that Russia is ·,r.ith us . For a brief period v,e 
ha(l some kind of illusion that there, in Russia, a certain change had ta.ken pla.cf;• 
In February 1945, the World Congress of the Trade Unions ad.opted the resolution 
of a Jewish State. The Russian delegates not only voted for that r esolut i on, 
but ac tively helped to secure the res olution~ But since then certain things have 
h appe n ed , and if on this mat ter a certain policy i s being crystallised on 
Palestine, it is for the ti:-r.e being .:iga ns t us and not for us. This question is 
connected with influenoes and ambitions in the ..,Uddle East , n.nd the struggle 
be t ·ueen Engl and and Russi a.. This is not just ,..,. r.:er e specula tion. The Labour 
Government is first n.nd fore.ost interested in one thing - the maintenance of the 
Empire, and I can't understand ·11hy we should a irr, at '1 rule of three 1ando.tory 
Povrnrs instead of . one 11a11er, after we have seen the fine r esults of such 
oomt'. inati on 1n the c onquer ed countries of Europe . 'fti »~'O.li bo prcu1J1ee4 the moon. 
but .would tte promise- be k~•"' . r~-- ':'f" • , .:f_ ... J". ;1 '3.r~tu5la h1.stor1oal a.ct which 
w111 ensure us the minimum vh ich we so sorely need a t the p resent time. That 
minimum is v,orth great sacrifices. Some speak of a bi-national State. I oannot 
follow this line, but I do not bet 1eve this idea is founded on hi storlc 
expa-ience. It exists in no country. Even in Sr11tzerland the majority rules in 
Parliament, and the minority vote has no poll tical e ffect." 

~ r. Locker then r e fer red to .. 1r • Tabenkin' s ape ooh and said, ''Mr• Tabenkln 
singled out Dr. Goldman for or1t1o1sm, but he is wrong. Dr, Goldman acted on 
behalf of us all: on behalf of al l thosC9 v,ho Ja rticip ated in the Paris Conference• 
Rabbi Fishr.an yesterday repeated ,hat he s aid in Par is: • l love Palestine. I lovo 
the Jewish people vary much, but if there should be a confliot betlleen these "110 
loves, then it 1s to the Jewish people tha t I should give preference, and I must 
ma.lee the aacr1f1ee.' In Paris •e s a id that we are ready to consider a plan ft>r 
oreating in Palestine a Jewish State in an adequate area of the countri, We lald. 
a viable state and add€d in an a dequate area of Palestine, We shall not agree ce 
s.rq kind of partition, The keys of the ccuntry -,,111 hav& to be ln eur hapdsa 
1Jnln1grat1on, development, lani, and above all th e po ssibility to bring Sn eup 
brothers and sisters Vlho must be rescued. 
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Dr~ ahum Goldman opened his address by observing that many 

critics in the pollticnl debote h • sough to define n certain line 

in Zionism as 11 Goldmanism11 ~~ Such line dld not exist. All that 

.. he had done in his politi0al activities in W·1shin ""ton hn.d been done 1th 

the general agreement of the le ding institutions of the Zionist 

• movemont~ The Actions Committee (Zionist G0ntrol Council) could stop 

every move of his which he undertook, H6 had tnkun no ction hich 

had not been based on the condition that Congres could ratify or 

reject at its willo Much h~d been snid nbout an agreement which had 

been signed on the question of partition But no agreement had been 

made at all. Even if the other side would have b00n ready to si_n 

such an agreement; we should have r~plied that our sign ture could 

come only through Congress, aftor its members had approved 1 t.. 
11
To 

my mind", Dro Goldman continued, tino ExEJcuti vc should rec0i ve authority 

to sign an agreement on our behalf ✓ the contonts of which we do not 

know. But one must not forbld the Exe cu ti ve to conduct negot1 ations 

if it considers them nocessary 11
11 c But the whole dtscussion, the 

speaker added , was somewhat empty, for it concvrned a mfltter that did 

not ex1 st o 

Dro Nahum Goldmon then drew a picturE> of the e,ircumstances in 

which tho Executive; w:llmh the gru0m nt o . nll but ono member ,h d 

empo ered him to go to Woshingtono 1 oone 11 

1 ho said, 1liked to discuss 

a Jewish Stato in a port of Pslostino" But th c• rc, woro times of grave 

res9onsibility whon one hod to assum th6 burd u~~ There wero times 

when it was th( duty to giv an ans or to tho J(· ish tragedy<- Mr. 

r~ Chazan was of tho oµinion th3t thv dis stor of Zionism consistod 

in its desire to obtain u Jo ·ish Stnt0 b, m•._ ns of a shortcut, But 

r. Chazan might have told us ho· he vis 1 sod our future development. 

If circumstnncos pr~voilod t pres nt 1h1ch g v~ us tho possibility 

of receiving 100,000 Jews each yoar, ~ of cont nuing ·ith the 

upbuilding of the country for th<., noxt ton or t 1-\0nty years on this 

basis, th n o could cortainly hovo rcnounc d thv d~m nd for a Je ish 

State. But the British Govvrnment believed that it could not at 

present realise th Mandt~, hich should lead to a J wish State in 

Palestine~ The Biltmore ida s ood on~, nd it 3S opportune. 

He, himself, had beun among th six or soven pcoplo ho had had a 

part in that pro ramm00 But it had boon built on the hope that ofter 

the war, a different orld oul omerge, -nd th tour ust claims 

would be carri0d out., ,,Now', s id f)r" Goldm n; 1th war 1s over. And 

it is clear that England is not re dy to holpc Not only is plrt1t1on 

not grantedp v0n immi~ration is r ofusodD Pr0sident Trum n dem nd d 

more than once that 100,000 Jows should bu llow ·d to enter Palestine. 

Later, an Enquiry Commis ion was sent wh ch had unan 1mously 

recomrnend Gd the immigration of 10 ;000 J Su But the En lish disregard 

11 this. our friends in th0 Brit sh U~binet; not to speak of our 

enemies, argu that the. would not fi ht faor th s immi r tion, fbr it 

would only muan the oo ntinu tion of Ar b oppo~i tion; 1 t would mean 

e no conflict ov r noth ~r 100 ooo ·ft ·r tho irst 100,000 certifioates 
' • j t "Th f " 

are granted. There is no finDl solution to h1s pro ec ~ ere ore, 

Dr, Goldman went on, 11 hon a now hope app0 red; ovon though there was 

no gu rant e that this hopo would m~t ri liso in o finnl solution, 

with heavy harts, e b gan the n~gotiations". 

Dr
0 

Goldman ent on to say th t th re h d boen much talk of 

expressed nd unexprossod oplnions, about so-collO other orientationa 
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and about trusteeshipsJ But ho, ~ro Goldm -n, know b, person 1 
0xp0rienco ~hon he as ctivo at the Leaguo of Nqtions n Gonev, 
what it meant to do olitical work on an intornationql sc le- The 
troublos at tho L1agua of Nations er nothing cc~p 1rcd to tho 
situation which would confront us at UNO over trustoeships. At tho 
L0ague of Nations, who w s ith us, he asked. In them ·or ty of 
cases, they were the smoll nations 7 puoples who were not interested 
in power politics- Now we were facod with tho task of declaring to 
50 nations that what wos good for othor nations might not necessarily 
be good for Pal estino and for Zionism., For Palos tino v; , s a special 
case. And if we had to donl with UNO, it meant '.,~~i.,.:trying to 
in~luence each member nation and educatu thorn on tho sp:.cial neturo of 
our problem to secure their supporto Dr~ Goldman then rnssed on to 
the question of terrorc o•Jows, he doclarod did not take sufficient 
account of tho consequences of tho s1tustion should terrorism continue~ 
There was a time when n cortnin conception had beon built on an 
illusion of England's moral attitudoo Reality had shown that this was 
a fatal error~ England reacts inno uncert~in manner to terrorism-
Should the situation in Palestino continue, with ships turned away 

and conditions in thG country much as thoy were at present, one could 
not say that England would not ttdare 11 to take certain action. And 1 t 
would be an illusion to rely on the morality of En 1 nd or on the support 
of America to check that action~ 

11 A change must come", said r,) Goldm n,tt even if it h s to be by 
a "shortcut". It is true that England has not yet giv0n her consent 
to p;3.rtitiono But one cannot say that Fn land has ro octed this 
proposal. We ther0foro folt duty-bound in a poriod of political 
vacuum, to make the political attempt to br0ak th~ de dlock. It is 
not true that the Morrison Plan was produced only ft0r that, and only 
because we accepted the decision to discuss partit ono The Morrison 
plan was produced heforo that stopo American public opinion h d a 
share in that plano hat we h~vo achi0v0d through our n got ations 
is that America has not withdrawn herself ~ntirely fromthe problem 
of Pal stine. rtumo w0r current that th ~ American C bin0t - if one 
can speak of a Cabinet in Am ri a - had alre dy d0cid0d to withdraw 
from the whole matter; nd uvon in this sm 11 achiovoment lies a cortain 
political successtC>" 

Dr. Goldman concluded by strossing thot p rtition m0ant compromise, 
If they re ect-d this om romis, wo woro , t liberty tom ko our claims~ 
3o .long as thore was still some hopo of condu t ng n0goti tions, with • 
the British Government, wo should try ito 'Tho arr son Pl n", sa1 4 

rr. Goldman, "we shall not accopt Should tho British Govornm nt reject 
all this, then we shall hDVti to brin7 the matt r to tho United tions . 
But in any caso, our policy must bo so devi~od as to be n position 
to give a realistic roply to the daman s of the Jow n our genoration" . 

Dr. Goldman 1 s address concluded tho ninth sossion which a~ 
presided over by Mr. Meir Yaariu 

The Tenth session of ongress) pr0si ed ov0r b. Miss Z vi 
Lubetkin, and addr ssed by Mr Moshe Sh~rtok, opnned t 9 . m. on 
Thursday lZth De ember,19460 A full -report will :r;:mr n our next 
issue of Congress ll8tino 
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CONGRESf- UOT ICES 

\"JORLD CONFERENCE OF THE WIZO 

The 11th /orld Conference of the VJizo ·uill open on Sundaz evening, the 15th 

December in the Kau.fmaennischer Verein, esche.ngraben 15, Basel, at ?.46:p.m. 

The first session nill be devoted to a meroorial address in menory of the Jawish 

woiren who perished in Europe and greetings from u member in the D.P. camps. 

Later in the evening there ·TTill be addresses by rs. RebE-cca D. Sieff and the 

Hon. rs. Ed.'irin Samuel. 

YOUTH ORG ISAT IONS 

The date for the gatha-ing for representatives of Zionist Youth Organizations 

has been advanced to Sunday the 15th December. Representatives and observers 

should note that the Sunday s6ssion will commence at 6.0 p.m. in the office ot 

the Youth D~artment and vtill continue during the follov,ing day. 

HEBREW '.ORLD UNION 

A Conference of the Hebrew World Union will take place on onday, 16th 

December at a.o p.m. in the Grill Room of the Mustermesse Restaurant. All 

del gates to the Conference, and gue_sts, a.re invited. 

KEREN' HAYESOD AND KEREN KAYSAETH EXHIBITIONS 

The Exhibitions of the Ker£>n Heyesod and Keren Kayemeth vrhich ·,;rill be 

on vie at the Baseler Halle (opposite the Must~rmesse) will be open6d at the emne 

time at 11. O am. on DecEimbGr 14th (Saturday). Delegates, guests and 

journalists are cordially invited. 

ml, ST&;-HElr 1, ISE TO ADIRESS LOCAL C IJNI'fi 

On w'ednes ay, 18th Deoe ber at 8.15 p .. m. in the Bernoullianum, Basel, Re.bbl 

Dr. Stophon Wise 'llill address the Basel Isra.elitische Geme1nd6 on the subject of 

•~erican Jenish Life.' Del gates, guests and journalists are invited t.o be 

resent. 

Und t-r the auspices of tho Commit tee for Hebrevr Opera in Palestine, there 

will be a special ooncert b;r Mnie. Edis de Philippe on Wednesday, 18th December 

in the Hubersa·l of the Casino, B·sel. All deiogates and gu€Sts are invited. 

¥QRLD CONFERFlfCE OF JEWISH JOUBN LISTS 

preliminary conforence to discuss Jetails of the setting up of a. World 

Union of Jewish Journalists ·11111 be op6ne on Tuesday evening. Announcerr:ent 

as to t irne and. place ·11111 be made later in this bulletin. 
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Basle 13-12-46 

World Zionist Congress: Tonth Session 

ll.YriL..Lllll:ltlN_Za ~lDES_AI_~QNGBE~S 
Wnen the Chairman of tho Tonth Sossion of the World Zionist 

Congress t,ook hor seat she was groot(jd with prolongod pplaus0. 
Tho gethering was e Jp rossing 1 ts tribute to this heroic young woman 
who had b ec:r. a leader of t ,h 0 Jewish Resistance mov6mont in Poland in 
tho epic period of the Warsaw uprising. 

DELEGATE TOFIRST ZIONIST CONGRESS ADDRESSES ASSEMBLY ~-... ,...-,.....,,,,,,__ ,____,,,____~ ... ~ .. -.,,... 

Dr. M~ Ebner who was a d~legato to the First Zionist Congress 
recalling the First Zionist Congress at~ sle 50 years ngo said he was 
oRe ofthe few sUNviving delegates of that historic gathering. Dr. 
Ebner acclaimed tho decision of the Jewish Nationel ~und to plan~ a 

Basle Forest, saying that we worv a people that did not forget our 
friends, nFifty years ego," said nr. Ebner, "we were a people Vlithout 
a langu9ge and without a count~y, No w tho Hobrew l angu ge lives in 
Erotz Israel and tho lond is ooming to life ogain through Jewish toil 
and Jewish skill. We shall always rem~mber tho City of Basle with 
deep gratitude and affection and w0 o~tandttopitelpeople our best 
wishes" 

Mr- Moshe Shertok __ wh~gePolitic 1 Add::!.~ess waehdelivered in 
English, opened with a warm tribute, in Hebrew, to Zivi Lubatkin who 
presided at the Session end to the heroic generation which she 
symbolised- The full text of Mr. Shertok' s speec,:; appears in the 
supplement~ 

~!§1~~~NQ~-~gB!tlQ_fQ~~~=~!0~-!~1IBr~~½I!~-
After Mr. Shertok's speech, u r. Louis Segal, .t .. n erican .Peale-Zion 

delegate, mounted the rostrum to make an interpellation on behalf of 
the Thud Olami. He asked ·hether the Revisionist Party had fulfilled 
the conditions of membership of the World Zionist Organisation as a 
legally constituted party by abolishing its · own separate "New Zionist 
Organisation". He went on to ask whether, if this Organisation had 
not been dissolved, its members had left it before joining the Zionist 
Organisation and asserted that the ·continuation of a separate organisa
tion by the Revisionists as a parallel organisation disturbed the unity 
of the Zionist movement and harmed its activities . He urged that it 
be stopped. He put forward as a demand of the Ihud Olami that the 
Revisionist delegates should make a statement on this matter from the 
tribune of the Congress. 
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: • .r. Sebl. 1 \ en t on to .11 LGb ti-.2.. t tl R i;; • oni--> ts [·~- mule a ne1n:-r 0. te : 1rpro;· c11 to UlJO in 1...cric~:. calcine tl ;_ t till:.: P. lest inc -- s t ion mould CL· pl ; cci on t .l; JO .. i_,€ ffi ( _, r: n1 hi..> ~:. cl ion r :i.tS cou Lr~ry to tho Con-8 titut~on of' tri..e Y or~ Zionist ~r c :- ni ~ .ti?n ~ I t _;as ~e::s16 ned to un~:lcr; UH: the o. uthor1ty ur the 1v oi..'la Z1on1s · Orcr n1 ~ L1on · ni ::no, ed. thr., t tljc Bcvi~-~ioni~;io intunued to conuin•uo Ll. s0}.J, .r ::. Lc_·Jolicy (: nd. .:ere not pre!p:. rca to 2.ccep t Zion int di ..,c ipl ine. 1r. Set;al r e.fer re to tl-e t:ctiviLies or the Ticr L.GOn Group in _ .. r.eTic~-, ~-hid:i has ~tom so much h:a1;. to the Zioniot r c._ n"k, c.. .. tion in ,:hich, he c.:.llec ai, L!1c Bwisionist PDrty in -.1.,2ric~: . .. _._ •• s :pla in r; ~n i::.1)ort: nt ·,k:rt . He a o.d.ce1 t .uc!. t t re s~ r e" tendencies \'.:~re noticec.clc in Mf • '",r.ocs1: r.n 's apcech

1 
in \·; hich he (l1r . ... ro--.,srnan) h ~.a. ~unc as :frr no tu tlr~ : .. ten terror i:: .ca1nst tr.c • uthorit.ic.1.tive bou ied of tl1L; Jci·: ioh p0opll; () Thiu provoked nn uproar ip t,he l:ta.11, :Rcviuionint del0~u, s :r,ru tuutinG c ;:~"' innt r:hn t troy escribcd :1s a r,~l ic ious 1 ic ,: .. l slander C) For so□ e Lin ~r. SE~c.l v;as preventod frcx . continuinL bis str, te:Le:r)'L, Rcvitionist Dclc ~r1. tes,uccu:~-inG tjnc Prcni: .. iur11 of per. itt,in[ tbc intt1rµ::ll c.. tion 1 iLhout hcving exar •• incd i to contents ;; m. et.c . ..: ni in c the 2.djourru .. cnt or the sctiuion £or a ri~ ctint::: of the _Pr~sidiuu tu conr.iiner the u:.ttcr. Zivia Lucctkin, the Oh airr;1D.n fonaa .. lJy cc:·llcd on Br. D~ vL Re .1cz to t ~.l(e over the Chctl.r. br. B£!:· oz d.oclored a1 idst u.uroar fra.1 boLh s i cs that the Cont):' cso Constitution pe.n11 ittcd every party to ·.1c..kc on intt:rpellation v: ithout oen-s crGhi:p; but rc<-.i,ucs t(;a.. "'~.r ~ Sec al to e lir:i in, te L:l'le :pc-::.ssace objected to unti 1 sueh tn1c us the Pr(;.JiC!iUh coulc1 ccnsiaer tlJc m:~ttcr. This t--:Vokcd. u countcr-ocjcction frum llclo~:~.teo -:. .. ho decl : re o. th eir 01Jl)0oit..ion to the deletion or the p l..·,nso,lE as ttle r~sul t or tho unl}t. rli~mentary --~frnonstr~ tion or 2.. section ot· L:ne Concresne Th 9 C.h:..iri.1211 1s suet:eotion /l.YOl:1.cvcr, finully acccptc'J, the u::;i:;ctiCly ca l .ed u ,:,; n :mu fur. Sec;a l cmtined : i th his s t 2.tcr:1cnt~ 

22nd Zionist ConGrono; Eleventh Sesuion 

T ic elcvcnt11 scr,sion u 1' Cun ~~I'C~j r,, 1.Ji.'8uiu.ea.. over b y B&tbi Dr. ,1l: 1:2. Ii 11 e 1 s _ 1 vcr, u vc non on Friday ,1orn in e,, the 13th Dec a:. ter , 1946 , at 10 t1 
• • 1... 

• D~. l_ crlitz rec:.~ ~cl CLr · .1.1s of a- c€ tin[;n f l "' (!?) LL ~ f'ollo·. inc; or.~:, •• n1 n,_ t1on. tl" c c:l• ... 1,.v1v Ch_1.1ccr of Cu;1_1crcc , bhc.; U1 10n of •0sara-l:iz.n Je',. s in L,lc n tine , V 10 .1.,Gcl z ' n ion, rcfut.c e, :, in ouc , the P:...le sti no Sr.isn Cha,1:er of' CoL:.1erce in .1.,,. um nne , Lhe Zionist Ftia.er a tion s of' ~outh ,.fl·ica , _ kluinki ! s tocldJ.oln , ustr:.l ia, Vienna, ~ io c J ;.neiro, Ecuador Cuc .. , tnE: .:... .xecut1vc of' ttic P·.lcstinc ;• izrL-chi? 13ua. al)est ; .. izr:~chi Hechc.luty of Bour1,_nic.~ , Lhe Jnion of' Y wenitcG in P. le~tin e . ' 

~acci Dr.__-;;:.•~ !1 ,jtf~n.,__Qt1icf :- ..:ci_9f __ gµ, i, .. n}.~, :.~ Ve n ViVi~ picture of L11e l)OS1L1on v:f the J et. i,~11 t-:1.l:r'vivo:cc• in Lh c \·: "l d . l~c s,~ 1d "The cl0oa. ~:l1cd c y Ll c • iLlcr ._)cou:ccc c:•nnot even cry out from the c;round fCJC t resc 1.. --rtyrs \ ere not even £.; iven a Jel. isr1 burial. They V!«·e turned, i:.Jt.:. c~ cser~ , r ncl nu trr .cc of thOLI 1 as re1.uina:l." Bacci ..;haft9an o~ii t l t \ ~ 1:: .. ·re u Lrivint; to !"'ind.. c1 ner.' spirit in n onkinq.i ~ut Y:c had • f :.~ ilea.. e v:cnt on to [,1 vc f"acts (4 taut the oonu. t 10n of Jer;s 1n n ou · ania and c.:.bout their e1':t't>rl s to reach Eroz lsr acl. Thero c.trc today, he said, 116 Je1. ish cor ,1~1uni ties in Boumnia, \.r ith kinder-. r-:zrtens, elementary schools :.:. nd 15 oeconl ary sclX)oln. Eva1 in the du-k days of the L!asn_cros LhG , a i~ not cease their cu 1 tural life; in~eod it ,.as a t that very tir..c th,: t the Heb:'e, : __. chool "Tarcuth" ,-.1aa estal:l{siea.. Our u ir.i 111uot uh,ays be :i.ion, unity ,ni the Jev:inh State, 

• 
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JvJr~-G~daliE~ub!ik~ the merican ·izr chi leader, rbu lled 

the discussions of partition t the Zionist, Con ~ross of 1937 hen the 

Mizrachi representatives ere opposed to th t solution. t th s 

Con ress, said Mr~ Brnblik, tfie question of~ rtition is not on the 

agende, yet there is endlaes di scussion on the subject.. The theme 

appears to be what will happen if proposal of p0rtit"on ism de ? 

Both Dr~ Goldman and Mr. Shertok h ave ndmitted that the proposal for 

portition in Paris came from us, but they said nothin of the h . rm 

which this had done, namely, that by these t ~ctics we ha renounced 

our legal right to the whole of Palestine .. Britain h.s argued th t 

the Annd te cannot be carried out; we had denied it. The-moment we 

agree to accept only a part of ?a lestine we subscribe to the English 

contention thot the Jandate is un1 •orkable. Further, Mr ... Bublik argued, 

the new proposals are h olf-w oy between the JewishAgency's pl n and 

the Morrison plan. In any even, thsy hove no connection with the 

Mandate~ Dr. Goldman also admitted that the abandonment of the 

orris on Plan came about without tho help of tho Jewish Age ncy. And 

although our G1::1ntile fr.tends in America support us, we must insist that 

Britain shall ce.rry out her undortakings in full. V·le based our demands 

throughout on the Biltmore ?rogramme, we said that it wos the demand of 

the whole Je ish people... Our non-Je ish riends believed us; now they 

are oonvinced that this was not so. We have, in fact, ngree to 

abr~gnte the Balfour Declaration and tho Mandate. Jartition has not 

given us the smallest p rt of ?olestine4 Tho only thin that it has 

accomplished so far h s be e n tho division anJ isinte~rntion of our 

on circles. Zionist loaders should not have tcken this cou se. Their 

duty was to declare tor the Mand te, a nd only the Mandate. The chapter 

of partition is but an indication of what will h~ppen if leadership 

remains in the same hands. Mr. Bublik opposed participation in the 

London Conference, soyin th two shall have a British~tr b front 

gainst uso r. Voizmann himself h n ss rte th t Wl..1 coul only go 

to the London Conference on tho b sis of the Jewish Stete~ Ar. Bublik 

contendod that we could only go to tho Conforonce if ppropr te 

proposals wer forthcoming. io could not o so othorwise • n we should 

decl re th t we turn once a '1in to tho ma ndate , to Je sh St te in 

tho vholo of Palestine • 

• D~~- ~il:tlll.2..n (Rovisloni st) dw -lt on seri0s of f ets i' h ch 

he insisted c allod for vit 1 docisions, Speakin . of th attacks on 

the R~visionists o t th~ pr vious dny 1 s session, he s _id th nt inste d 

of r o co gn 1 s 1 ng th '1 t o. n (;l w for c e h bu t:1 n o t o C on r s s , .:, t t 'Jc ks 

had b en l aunched g inst them. ievisionism W8S or ct, And it w s 

pure demogogy to invoke ono or othur pr gr ph of the constitution 1 

agoinst it. r. Altman criticised liy h H doshah for using letJer 

of Dr. 1ie izma nn for defeatist purposes, Ho considered Dr. Gol man s 

speech, too, s a pioce of dcfo tism, nd sked why all those poople 

did not b vo the oour ge to declare openly that they ere inf vour 

of pert tion. Policy must be open, not defo tist. Dro r1tm n argued 

gainst the contentions of H shom~r Hrtzair thot the Biltmore Pro£ramme 

h d caused the crisis. Th re 1 r nson a s that indivi u ls and parties 

believed in sueh n9nsonso as nn greemcnt iith the British or with the 

Arabs. The speake r th n outlin d tho t wo ltern tives f cing the 

Zionist movem8nt: either the Revisionist line of a liberated people in 

the hole of p lestino, or nnihil t ono H the right course been 

followed from the outset we should already h ve h d Jewish State by 

now and no int rnational machin tions ould h~ve av iled. It is up 

to us to take the matters into our own h sn s, The de isive factor in 

? lestine are the British, and as lon as th~y remain so, no 

a reement with the Arabs is possible. There wus no ½r b hegemony in 

the Near East, and our quarrel was not with the Arabs but 1th the 

British. The speaker thon warmed the p rties of the Histadruth th t t 



they h<..,. th le st cho.ncos to reo.ch "Il ·r0umont with the I rabso n r .bs" 
were synonymous ~ith capitalists nd Kinfs, n these el ·monts f redo 
Jo {ish St .... te less than thoy did Bolshev sm.- This v, s the:, m,_.in, • f not 
the only, reae on • ·hy thoy ero sg3inst u -= Br .t~in 'J oul iv us no thin 
unless she stood to benefit from our str0ngtha Th only re 1st c polic. 
·1oul be f rm dum nd for the hole of Pnl st no~ Dr" ·1tm.n then iis-
cussed the question of terror, Hes i thnt noto h succeeded in 
destroying the terrorist roups, and sk d h s opp~n nts 1hy their p • ople 
bl0 up police stations nnd bri gos, \ as th -tin order? nd if th t w s 
not considered Dthical, then wh t s it ? V'ords nlono , oul not remove 
f~ctuJ They shoul declare that they ore not in , position to stop 
terrorism rnd the British should be ma e to un urst nd th5t the reme y 

as in thoir han s and lay only in the fulfilment or our jeman s, "I o 
not assort" Dr. Altman d cl re, 1 th3t force lono c n secure our object
ive. Our slrength is an atom bomb created by the Jewish cotastropho, nd 
this bomb should be used. Victory is '~i ththoso who believe in it~ 11 

]Jr.,__ ~-Bift.il.l (Hashem r Hatzoir) decl8red h t thE, t sk of Congress 
w s to protest _ inst the policy of Brit~in in P3lestineg H di not 
believe th t tho British C binet1 s cts represente the 1 t word of 
Soci lisma ~e could not ait until recognition came from outsi e, eh d 
to o ...,. rry on ithour ork, defending it if neGessar.r oy force, even 
physical force4 But to protect ourselves ' ilJE.. must irst bre k F scism n 
Palestine . Turnin to the Revisi,nist benches th pe ker decl ro that 
the Revisionists must before everythin r spect Z onist leadership : it 

s not only Brit in, but th Revisionists Also v·ho refus d to kno ~le ge 
Zionist authority~ The very presence of Revisionists t this Congress 
was illegolo Zionism was a emocrntic move nt an cnpabl of eiect ng 
the Zionist Fascist Revisionist mov ment.,nwe • nt no ev onism', , 
Riftin ex l0imed. nour ght with Brit n must be;• olean11

• Tho sp okor ent 
on to say th t the dispute with Brit n os st 11 oin _ on; rofu cs ere 
still bein sent away fromthe shores of Prtl -stine; iffic ,. sh onstruct ve 
effort wss bing sabot gad . His p rty coul not . cc0pt Drr Gol man's 
statement th t they w re r ady not only for p rtit on but lso to _r ~nt 
strate ic b aea to Britain; they were not willin_ to see? lestine turned 
into~ milit ry basis servin . British Impericlism~ hey :m nod joint 
tru3tceship of Britain, Amoric~ Rnd of the grootost Power n hich the 
had f 1th, nam ly Soviet Ruosi. The spe kor • ent on to or t else the 
Biltmore ?rogr mm hich, h sai , us0 confus on in th min' s o Jewish 
youth- Dr- Goldman had rgue } inst Hashomur H tz ir ·ho d&scrib th 
Executive's policy as one iming at a 11 shortcutn solution, but ho could 
say that that policy snot cnlcul .t0d to 1 to a at r. P rt tion was 
stra egic aL<l political folly, Ho cul Jorus lorn; the De S , the ver 
h0ert of ?alostin0, be given up? Agreement b tw0on Tews n Ar bs must 
come about b0oause ciroumstances demandijd it. We must insist on, and 
defend, tho int~ rity of Palest1n . 

Et.QI~il.Q~.-B~~d~an~~-- ~ A~ 

~rofg~~Qr_§o!1B....12!.QQ~1~lli Aomber of the Exucut ve, dolt with the 
attempt th h~d on m8 e to prov th t British Jews la k irm line 
in respect of ?slosti~o. Ho oclaro that such w not tho c se. The 
attitude of British Jews tow rds Palustine was th~ s m0 s th t of oll 
othor Jewso Thb truth of them ttor w s that 11 h d sh r~ of the 
bl m for cond tions in? lestine tod, • Wh ~t tho Brit sh did in P lestin 

s one thing, an ht ~asp in ono on th ro e lo in· to P lostino 
w s nothor. N tur lly the British shoul f vl sh m d of ~ht as boin 
done in Palestine in th ir namo: th time ould come when British children 
wo 1 feel shame t the acts ommitted by tho Briti h vy of Admiral 
Nelson~ 0 rofessor ro nts. thAn spok of th0 ur ent n cossit th t 
the Jes shall becom p0ople ith n utonomous stat of its own, 
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H:. ;:\·~.c ur.i.. r .... e ·; .. ~, e,ss·on th_-~ c r • t ose 11:ho O.:_,~osed the Executive 's 
~rol)ooals -...ould ~ .. cccpt i L nee its flu 1 r:,ro~rc. .. 1.i.... \ ,LG r , 1 iscu.. The 
:proclct1s i,hich they f2.ccd. \':ere t"'w,O 010.: Yo 1 lu.. 1' c :_·t lt.: o c 
tinue th ir .o:rk in coo-pcr: .. Lluu t·: ith :E ... tl, ni, c...n.:. . iu B itnin iuLon 
to brin( ._ tout ~ ct .... n~·e in P lcr;tin<:o The q3 , .. lc~r \.:~:G nut conviucod 
tr.: t P. lcGtine corn t:i Lu t -·d t~ G r : tE(' ic l t.;y poci Liun of tt:e: :Sri tivh 
Empire; quite ner: j;}laos hu.:i c; t:r\_e-v. r centl, •) He did. not oe lieve in 
cooper~ .. tion 1ti th Bri te1. in • t ::rl.· •• c1 v L.nu. L110 \_: th:.. t the mo. t... t~r should 
be brou[;ht before the \:hol e \·;or lei. The discussio ;hether v .. i-•tit ion 

-propo..::: ls Qlould COL:& fr~~l H-P,.. o~ :frow !'£ Bri viGh :.un futile. Con
c,rGGG ,;,r:,s not calleu upon;to ~~ct'Ren~tBut ste:p~ o tc t[.lcci ' . Itf tank 
was onl~1 to indic~ tc tho gen ,ral 1 inc!j : nC. to ch 0 se .1: e op le m joy ine; its 
oonfhlcllCC-. But the futl of P. lesLj_n(; ~houlti btS tt.i.C; ~ubjcct or d.is-
ciluaion; othe:r .. -: ise it i:;oulu not tc clcc-1 ;.:- r.ho r.:as J:'E;cJ?Onuiblc fbr our 
ztru[:;r5lv. Psycholo~ icc·lly ,... \. ... t., _ ~tty to -;ace renl r::..1,r. It ,·;us 
interGt; tinz., th:. t lllc forces sui,port inc Lhc Ziunin t l euu.crs bil) c ~ i":c f.1·ow 
P 1£:Dline, ~nu. theru r:iwL t0 rio '-.:,Un.rrcl b~t\.~on P, lcnt1nc cni the Di~.upora. 
Our ntrucele I:iUut be.; oonccntr:~ted. on i1.1. i_rution, ~ no. fer th iG our bud-
e;cts nuot lfD.ke p1oper provi,·iuno 

T rnint:, to tht: ~- - siuc-:11t trou11u 11 Profe sor Tirm.etsky s ···-. id t1c.t 
Lhcy i1,uut nut ooniuct 2. 11olicy of d1eir O\ .. n but slloula.. ucr.~it to n [: tion~l 
J tcci-pline;. Terrorinr:l not onlj em nco~:ei. Lhc Yiuh...1v but c:'._ uscd. Eri t ·~in 
· .ru the -:orl~ to tum •' l ~ inct uD. He c~· llcd. on Con6rcLci vir;orrusly to 
cona.cr n tc.:.r.r·orinr.1 in P _ le c Lin Co Syt1~ ~'inL l: s L :Sri ti Gl JE:: t.· , be.; u. cL. red 
th, .. t the Bri·tiull Govc.u1 :- .cnt bud no 1 e·_ ::. unC.crctanC. inG uf he Yi8huv' o 
needs. ~:hio .f2.ct r:as o:.pGnlJ ::, 'i, tal b:r Je.;s ·n Brit~.ino v .. ~t: U1erc 
: .. nothr:r Je, .- iuh couzaunity any\.-heru ... l1ich 1l..5. fouc)1t ito o n ~overnu:cnt for 
over t·, -~ntJ,1 five yc~:.rr,? Tlc tc t i:- .... 1 t~d ccen i:iucb :::o:cc v.ifficult than that 
or i Eric;_n Jt.;\ .. ~ for ·\a:101: it \ n.~ easy to Cl)r:;c out r:;: int;t En cl :n 6 . 

:i.'iLich Zioni□ L.1, Prui e: ..... t:or Brmc L· ·lc ,.c· t on, h:·!.t. flilfillcn 
H~rzl' s injunction by \: innin~ ov ;l"' Lr1~ t-;htllot ( co, i.iuniLios) . . .. s 
Prcnt:~cr. l oi ·ttJB ::3o .ru. o:r D~put i cs of :Drii.ish Je1:.~, 1-~c hcu to !'i[itt oord 

,·; aint;t ar1nir.il . tion, ~n5. onl.,. ,, fho1 t .l1il(! l;ct'ccc Coni::;ress 011creci. tl-e 
ucaii .ilt' tioni~tG nui ;·.cain tcbn :1.c 1·c: t.cd. o 

The prot0st 1. rch of' :1J~ il i r:11 Jc•. s Lo .L1: ..fc1l~or :~1; ,.u:•c in Lonu.on 
on July 6th, 1946, •. as ~n event t1ni-_uc tn ti u hi~-; Lor·y of ri. t w11 Ju\.ry . 
Tb(7 unl.,1 ...,i j• __ ilJ r oocux1·cncc nt..1.0. Cc--n in 1933, . 11cn the.;., 1~.d. 1 ulcl~d in 

)?IO tcLlt • .. c .inst 1.x:r~ecution of Jc .. s i n '!~Z i ucruc.:..nyo 

Pr'O rcssor roo.c LGky then :__: v ::;01..e f :.c tB of ol i tic· 1 En lir;ht m-
1..cnt 1:crk c rried .n in the Dr'itish ,-1.rli "· 1cnt c~nd. -.i. On(; the various 
};·.Xtics . _.a far ::.:::; Pc1leot i.lJ "i,'aG eo :c erned. , conten ed, tre re Wc;.S no 
difference between La.1couc Conr.:ierv~l1 v1.:s or Liberuln. 

In ccuclu ion~ L ol)ec..1.kGr 'J.cC • re .lj ,G lf to be Ol.Jl)O ed to 
t ... demo.cit. for the rocl<-~-'. cLion of (N Je ·1 ish Gover ent., Jhi -ould not 
be O iven o.Sylum in £:ny co try o 1r 1 \; . r.1.n ha.cl ~ UEt; d that tm ~ionist 
Centr-:·,l Office should. be removed fron En6 ltnCL , but SJ r ly the c tre should 
"be ·.:here the strue;gl; iG bei s wugc{:i.(I 

o th Exe uti ve, ~:i.K. l:ysci'.i , debc.te 
u-p th: t point , .. no s • 1 tell. il • L 01 o '"-~ :rx;\jt, .. ;._ no L b , , ch :pon, nt:1.1cly, 
the fncl th'". t Bri tr. in \.v_:.:; not r oal ly u~ekin{; ... r, olu Lion £or he Pi..•. lentirc 
l'ru ·c1u:1. It Vic.' o .-.-ronc to • ~cuac t •.· t, BJ.i t,d. n ha~1- n ·__. t y t made up her 
L~i.rxl ~,tout us- ~l~ had done co, a nl l'JG-r u.ecision hni t:;rOno Uf..ainnt us. 
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cLu~l l'~/, tbi s md bccot:0 ul;vlo~ tn 19 j9; i \·. c.. n uul;: ... ishful 
thinking on our p~:rt v:hich iti'.1.€ tl c policy ..:l)pec.>r r.cr·cly as a 
{u.ltcr of t~riporarJ CXlJt;uiency. Th · :ar Y.as O\•or, :yet tre treach-

ery \·:cut on. The)' hc!.U ~1,.ays clunf tu mpu; there v.;an, they llad 
GLid, :_nothcr EnQli..,_rui, tbJ Ent lt:nd. of L~ :.bour. N9t: Li\'.qour t1as 1n, 
,-:•,nd tr1c resul to v:as tr;a t tJ1t1-Zionis .1 rad assumed a.n .u.... eological 
foundation. Zionist leaders refused to believe the evmence o:r 
their eyes; they went on avovJing that the l)Osition must cmnge. But 
the posit ion did not change. The same J3ritain v.h i ch in 1917 under
took to build up Erez Israel ·:as in 1946 busy t~ ing to destroy it. 
It was true that Britain attempted to hide this decision under tbe 

mask of an agreement. The truth of the matter VJas trat, in her 
:political :plans in too ,..iddle East• there ·v,as no room for the Jev1s. 

Dealing ·v;ith the London Conf rence. Dr - Snel sc:iict Lh .t 
ncf:Otiations had a ma_,nin6 only ;here there v. s a cornmon "bas is but 
Britiap and ourselves started. from trifferent premises. The Jev'S de
manded independence, the British refused to erant it. Britain's 
intentions ·1ere quite obvious, ancl there 'IJ :as no reason to change 
their decisions . He thought that tbe Agmcy should not take part 
in the London Conference. Professor Br etsky rod said. tlat Congress 
should not discuss the .uestion of partic i-pation a should confine 
itself to electing an Executive ·v: ho \Jould decide \'J:OC ther to go or not; 
•~,hat he obviously m0ant :a-.) th.at they Ghould partidiJY te. Then vhy 
not say so? 

Dr . Sneh rerr:arko that , . B rnea h· :i no influence upon Mr. 
Bevin; the former ·as no only -..1a in -. 2.t e latter ra cl said berore. 
Even the U .s.A. had beun unable to chan o J3ri tam ' s a tituie, ;rat 
sense ·1oulu there be in I> tici:pating i t s London Conference? "I 
'beg of you, friends .. , Dr . Sneh exol&-imod. " o not ,o to London.We. 
lmo1;: the re.::1ul ts in au.Vance: The decision \ i 11 c;o aga:inst us... Con-

gre-.Js must declare that none of' th ,, ould. have a share in carrying 
out those dee isions. Dr . "',~oizmann ha \ JTi tten to . H 11 tl t they 
\1oulu. not tako :part in the Conferen ce unless it vJere rrade clear that 
its aim \Jas to be the e tabliubrnent of' a Je r.i.sh State . Lot them, 
therefore, stick to Dr. 'feizmann ' s l etter a not humilate themcelves. 
Let tho J3aslo Congr ess of 1946 rene v the prog mme of the Basle Oa>n-

gress of 1897 - Palestine as a Je\. ioh Stato. 

Referring to J3ritam 1 s atti tud.e to vianls tre m am their plan 
for a co :promise, nr. Sneh said "It i s for thi s Congres to decide -
this 1ay or the otrer. Orientation towarus Britain must <Dm to an end, 
The Britiffi Em:pire no longer offers us SJl)l)Ort , i..:e must look el.se·bere. 
As a progressive ovement of liberation, \;e should be in a l)Osition to 
find s..i -p:port in other c aun tri cs prov • ed \Je are ready to act , :po 11 t ica
al ly in Palestine and in the DiaslX)ra , tbat means , if e are ready to 
resist. ve shall 'be neither more nor less nti-J3ri ti sh th n they are 
anti-Zionists. England conducts: a war a@p.inst our misfortune, 
a 6ainst our :pioneer enC1eavours in Pa lestine; \Je sba.11 defend ourselves 
\ .i th that misfortune . \Ji th those :pioneer und.oavours ." 

Dr. Sneh admitted that r esistame \,as a shocking thing to 
Chalutzic Zionism , but it had to b don e. He did not believe tba.t 
Zionism could be r eali~ea. by the good old methOds. They had to be 
just both in their aims nl their meam . The Re iu tance ovement was 
no • arty ma ttor, i 1;, \'ia'"" the concern of the central directing body. 
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The ju gment OD the 4000 uncertific-.ted. i .anicrc::.nt.s on bo rd the 
''Knessen 1 Israel" had. d.isillusionei the Yi .... huv about British just-
ice; there i as a t\·;ofold. reaction - a throe r.1inutes' silence , and 

terroristic acts. Both these rre thooc ·:ere 1, ·ronf; . The only -pro:per 
reaction. must be the oontinuation of ir ibrn.tion a.es-pi te all o'b-
Qtacles . Tru6 resistance \' ·as the establishment nvernight of 
eleven ne ··. settlements despit·e the Nazi -like larrl regulations. If 
they could. not resist, they ,must -pcrfcr ce accept \ .i rat v offered 
to then, and to that they ;; oold never ar;ree . Thus .the choice lay 
bet\·Jeen resiptance or surrend.cr. Pales tire 's nov: genera ti on, y oong 
survivors of Maidanck • nd. Aussch ,it ·, .ould. nevLJr S1rrc er ; they 
v,ould rattier be destDnyed. by resistance than by surrender . True, 
the spcctor of assada loon ed. on tJ:le hortz,on v.bc n resistance r as 
discussed, by the fate of ..i.D.:3~3acla's defenders \:a.s a certainty if no 
resistance v:ere atter.11)tcd.; on the other hand., if the did. resist , 

there ;· as a chance of v :idtory. 

. In conclusion, Dr . Sneh said. that real Zionist and Je :iish 
fC~l:Vi ty \Jas vital. ThE ;hole of Jev,ry vas no ; uoel)ly concerned \\ ith 
out ronc . There :ere 200,000 J .,\ .' G in the en s :L o \Jere ready for 
anything. Tt.i.ey should not und.er stirtate the stren6"'th of rican 
Jei;Jry. Their strength i.:as founded Ul)On that readiness. United ,; i th 
all sections of our :peo:ple the \JOlld. emerge victorious. 

Meier Grossman renlies to Louis Sogal. 

~r. Grossman (Revisionist) in a personal statement , s id: 
.. In the inten;>oilation of Mr . Louie Se al, viev s a exl)ressions ·10re 

attributed to me .:bich had not ev n -p 2. sod. through my ind- I had no 
reason to wi thd.ra\1 any thin t t I had snid becau so y;ha t ;as not 
l)ro'.Perly understood ·as immed.iately corrected .•• . Gros.:>man quoted 
one or tv.o :passa6 es f'ran his speech to indicate that \:hen he rad 
Sl)Oken of the dmgers confronting those no \ 'ere not -:rrepnred to 
acce:pt the decisions of the Congress , .. hen tin s o decisions • ore in can-
f'lict \.ith the idea of a Je\:ish Sate, ho did not an any individual 

or partiru b.r grou:p in Palestine but the general reoistanco movem t. 
He believed, therefore, that all the.A~ groupu srould 'be und.er one 

national authority. "I bave not threat en ~ Su.id. Ir. Grossman,"only 
·arned a , inst und.esirable result..:>." 

Dr, Goldmann•s State ent on Pros Report . 
the 

At the end of Seu ion Dr . Goldrnann mad.c a s tn.te cnt con
cerning the accuc,ati on against hi. m made by 1: • Biftin to tre effect 
that he (Dr. Goldmann) had categorically declared. himself to be ready 
to offer military ba33.s in t 1e Jc ish Sta. to tn Britain . Dr . Goldmann 
asserted that he m. d in fact said that tte questi. on of th 03.fb s JOJld 
have to be dealt ·: ith by the Unit Nations . At tro tirre he bad not 
deili.ed the reports ~hich had appeared. in the Pree s because they hud 
reached. him late, ani because he considered them •• ·:ia: irreJdvant to 

the present issues" Those • entitled. to lalO\ ' detai 1s of the con• 
versations between himself anl the British re:preuentatives, Y✓ere full3 
and accura tcly infClr'mo ab out them, 



I 

i I ..... 

Basle NO:, 6 16-12--46 

World Zionist Congress~ Twelfth Session 
.... --.~~ ....... -.,..-.-.-.--......,....,,,-.--~.-.,-. ..... ~~.-." ·~ r---- -~.,_ .,_ -~ . ............. ..... 

The Twelfth Session of the Wotid Zionist Congress opened on 
Satur~ay evening, 14th December, at 6ol5~ Mr4 Joseph Sprinzak 
presided~ Dr~ G~ Herlitz read telegrams of greeting to the ~ongress 
which ha,.: a.rri ved from every pa.rt of the worldc-

SPEECH OF MR, I;/ GRUENBAUM, MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE 
~~, .. -,.-.~-....-.~ ·~·•,.., ~ .. ~,....._..,...,.,. .......... - ...... ,,.,,....,..._.~-P"'""t.,.... ........ pa. .... ~,...-«-"'.,,,.. __ _,.~ ~....,...,._,..... __ ~ .... ----

MrQ Gruenbaum began by saying that just as the Seventh Zionist 
Congress specially emphasise,~ the identity of our 1•enai.ssance 
mo~eme~t with the practical work in Palestine, so the 220 Zionist 
Congress will go down in history of Zionis~ a~ the Congress whioh 
markeu tb.G way for the real1sati~n of the Zionist. Movement, For 
some yaa~s the process of Zionist realisation has increased to a 
quicker temp ,-; 1 an expression of Jewish need and the rest~lt of the 
oatastr0phe which overtook the Jewish centres in Europe~ This was 
not o~ our seeking~ Our endeavour was always that Palestine should 
be b~ilt up in conditions of peace and security and not under the 
pressure of cata.etropheo But 1Jnr fate wi led otherwiae4 The 
Zionist. movement had therefore to -;•.t; ;.J v .c1:-.·· ~ elements whose 
atti tt,.1.le toward.a the Balfour Declaration and our pbuilding in 
Palestine had previuusly been indifferento 

Mr. Gruenbaum went on to analyse the factutta which induoed 
Great Britain to a.c~e~t the Manda.te 0 As was well known, he said , 
from the very beginning, varicus oiroles in Britain, especially 
military ones, were hostile to the i.Jea of creating a Jewish National 
Home 1n Palestine 0 Only during the brief peri~~ of Lloyd ~eorge was 
this matter ta.ken ser1ously4 Very soon there began the era of whittl~ 
1ng down the promise and hindering the development of the Jewish 
Nati onal Home. The tempo slowed downo Britain ~id everything to 
retard our pro~ress~ Every minur Arab cisturbance was an excuse 
fo~ the British to retreat still further from their uniertakings 
and to produce still more limitations upon our a ctivityo Still, 
we oanaged to ccntinue successfully and ~espite a.11 obstacles the 
Yishuv continued to grow until it reached 600,000o Sh uld we have 
gene in for confliot with and resistance against the ~itish, we 
should not even have reached this result. It is true that 1g3g wee 
a turning pint in the British attitu~e towards us. Britain ca.me to 
the conclus1cn that the Jews were serious in their intention of 
retuilding their land, that Jews were rat.urning to '8.lest1ne beca~ee 
it had become a vital neoe8s1ty to them~ anJ they ieoided to place 
even m~re obstacles in our path. These new impediments nearly 
vitiated the Mandate completely. Then the Roal C:)mmiesi-:,n visited 
Palestine ani produced a new proposal . But with the outbreak of the 
war tho plan came to nought~ Instead; we got the White Paper whioh 
c0ndemned the Yishuv t~ romain a permanent minority. It 1s our task 
to deo troy this poliayo W0 have to furce Britain to a1cpt a n 91W 

policy, 0ne whioh will give us satisfaotion. Our teak io to consider 
plans f Gr the yeara 1947 an1 1946 which will enable us to change 
this pclio-y o Theee are the protlems that shou.l :~ be on tho agenda 
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• anJ not lung .. torm poliuy ~ It is not tho firs t, time in Zi 11 nist history 
that we try to settle our pr0~lems fer all times in ono swoop~ And we 

~ havo learned as the result uf 60 yoare' oxp0ri en00 in connecti0n with 
this gi~anti? task that we still 0a:nr;o ·1-J tell L.cni1 10.ng tho process of 
upbuild1.rg wlll have to contirrue, a p1ucess th~ l ynchpin of whioh is 
the q ues ti ::-J n of immi gration,;i We should lay down as a principle that 
a11ything which rotards the temµl,; of moss immigratic:1 is harmful and 
anything which advances mass immig:rati _:a i s to our· a ·v-nn~.age.a 

Mr,, Gruenbaum went on to compa:r-e ct:1:r s truggle with that of other 
countries and saic. that had we teen i:n the position of Ireland. for 
example., we might have permitteJ ourse l ves the use of othe r means than 
those we have employed hithertuo We sh~uld not rorget, however, that 
IrelanJ was n,Jt faced with th0 problem of' 1.w..mig~~ati :)no The millions 
of Irishmen cannot bo drlven out of their laLJ~ It is not difficult 
to declare that we mean to continue i r:1migra tic,n under all circ1..~mstances, 
out we have to be clear in our own min !s as to what forcing these 
barri0rs really me ans Nnurally, immi g:rativn ~r unc.,erti~;···.?: -:-.~ e :1. 
persons is a weapon in our struggle; 1:-ut th:s Jan be no substitute 
for real mass imrnigrati, ~n.() 

1r urning to the tlecisi -:,ns of the E:r.ecuti vo in Fari s , ~{:;:--, Gruen"l":aum 
said that un the basis of these Jecisi0Ps a pr~p 0cal was put cefure the 
British G0·-vernr.1ento N'--w we are retreatj_ :ng from these prop --;oals. Will 
the result of this n :,t te that oonfiue:(lc-e in u n ~ill ue shaken and they 
will ask: is it 1>0ssible to conduct n 0g0tiatlcns with those pe..:,ple.e 
It is oerfectly true that Cungress is su ve ~oign and has the p0wor t0 

. .:___, u·verrule the t:e0isions of t:ne Ex.ocutj_··lv 'J :~. n more than 
ono oocasi0n the Exec.,utive informed th0 Gover-n1n0nt that the proposals 
were subject to the approval of Co rHzro fis? But i f tb o Chai rmAn of the 
Executiye declares that the proposal no loHller st and s and that we are 
now waiting for a new prop ~sal ty the Guv·ernr.tentl hJW will it is possible 
to negotiate with ~uch an Exec1..ll:,iv0 which "r:,Jroduces a proposal in August 
and cancels 1 t in December4 

Mr 4> Gruenbm~m then ~eal t with the phases that were necessary in 
our develo·ome:n ti.., our full d eme-cd m'.lst "be fo"I' a Jewi sh State in the 
whcle of Palestine:) This aim cannot, however .. be rc aoho d b y· any 
short<Yu,t,,, Though the fundamontal dome1:.ci 11.ns L' romain the basis of our 
polic·y~ we must recogn1so that from ti.me to time cortain temvora:,y· 
qeviations are inevitable" . No persun whu is r··Jnes t with himself could 
s a-y that anyune who 1 s pr0p ared. t :; ao G e~J \ the limit a ti 'Jn of the 
boundaries of Palestine which we ar e un ~blo to fix is a traltur~ The 
Liberation movemonts of other countries h ave also passed thro1.:igh various 
pheses 9 When Greecs only had the Peliµ 'J~Oo e~ no one would have thought 
that they would one ay s tan.1 bof ·:;re the gates of ConstantinopleD And 
who would have ~reamed 1n the ni neteenth century that they would reach 
Saloni!dto Tho s ame thing happened w1th R0l1rr.a:1.ia ~ Bulga:ria and Italy 
and now with Irelando Though Iroland has not extend6J its independence 
to the North, the Irish ideal has, ~e -;ertheJ. es s, r emain-~d intact . 

Rsferring to Jewish History, he aske ::: !>id the Jews in the epic 
Maccabean ~eriod possess the whole of Palestine? Shechem, for example, 
was o~ts11e the boundaries of the Jewish State 0 The questjon; therefore , 
ar:tses whether it is true that if you. agree to ace,ept, part of Palestine# 
you. renounce the T'est~ It is vain to contenJ that if we accept only 
a paT't we weaken our aims and have rer ounc ed a par~ of Palestine~ There 
was a time when vve were afraid to invoke the magie v;ord BJew1sh Staten 
although no one thought of a:rryt~1in@: else end nobu 1y b~li fJYed that we 
had ever given up the i~oa o In tho same way noboJy w1ll imagine that 



• 
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the establishm nt of a Jewish State in part of Palestine means the 
ro~unGi Btion of a Stato 1n the whole of Palestine~ The problem 
bef0re us now is negotiation or rosistanceo fo ono really belie~es 
that we are in a position to roject negotiations, that Britain will 
implJ.i'D us to agree to its proposalsM Even our dissidents d.o not 
believe thisp Our struggle with Britain can only be by way of 
coraµelling h0r to conduct negotiations and this is the right moment 
bocau30 Britain has perforce to bring some proposals concerning Pal~stine 
beforo tho United Nations~ The Mandate System is finishedA The 
agreement of 1922 under which Britain received the Mandate must be 
changedu Tho question is what will replace the Mandato and secure 
our rights in Palestine 

Mr~ Gruenbaum did not agree v, ith the opinion of the Hashomer 
Hatzair speaker whomaintained that we can wait 1 He would have been 
right had there not bd n a second worl , war and if the Mandate System 
haJ not changod<l It is not wo who had brought the change about. The 
worlJ had changedo The late Menachem Ussishkin had written a 
memorandum 1n whichho formulated our demands from Britain as follows:
llyou British have as your first task the safeguarding or the integrity 
of Palestine aid the creation of conditions to enable us to become 
a majority., Then you can quit4" But Britain did not agree. A new 
great Power has arison in Europe - Russia~ ho knows whether we should 
havo secured the Mandate in 1917 and in 1922 if Russia had then beeh 
a great powero True, th0 Revisionists maintain that the focal point 
in the relationship of the nations is fear of Russia and we should do 
everything possi. ble to convince Britain that in a d0cisive moment, 
we should be with hor because of the fer of communism which looms 
everywhoreo Should we conduct our policy on this premise, it would 
mean humiliationo We cannot b come the tool of anyone~ We must 
remain independent both in our work and our struggle. 

T~e question of going to tho London Conference was,in the opinion 
of Mr 11 Gruonbaum, a tactical onep It could only be considered on its 
merits~ Ho believed that conditions now were more favourable to us now 
than six m~nths ago 0 Tho British Government could if it wished suppress 
terrorism by completely destroying the Yishuv but the Government has 
not yot followed the lino which the Military authorities would have 
c 0 unselled 7 Thero ar0 many reasons why Britain profers to negotiate 
with us) Th0ro is the urgent necessity to produoe some sort of an 
agreement . conditions in Palestine - our attempt to force the gates, and 
I do not know whether Britain will be as ready to negotiate, once 
terror has been suppressed as she is now. People ask how it is 
conceivable to entor into negotiations as long as our demands are 
unfulfilled~ Thoro aro to schools of thought in this respect. The 
first that tho demand for a Jowish State should be the basis for the 
negotiations and the second that aim should be a Jewish State. Mr. 
Gruenbaum understood neither of these schools. The basis of these 
negotiations would be that we had produced our plan whilst the British 
had producod the Morrison plan - the aim would mean that Britain woul~ 
be asked to agr00 to our proposals a priori in which case there can be 
no negotiations nor discussion of the details. Nobody would accept 
such conditions in advance, except as terms of surrender after defeat 
in battle

9 
It would have been thoroughly unpolitic to send such a 

communication, it would have beon no more than a figure of speech. 
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Mr~ Gruonboum assorted that :he was o~e of those who oppose-: o,~r 
appoaring boforo the Anglo· •/' morican Cammi. ttoe of Enquiry'J He WAS then 
1n Paris and this was what he wroto to his colleagues of the Executive~ 
'If the Commi ttoe comos to a f vot;.rn1.;:t_e conclusion? it will not be 
carried out? If not., why should we appear- 1:i ·io ; ho~er; ~he 
si t~-:ation had changod" Now we negotiat.o with the Government on 
subject which c0mmands the ~pport of the United States Snould we 
refuse to go, t 110 Governmen.t or' the United States would refuse to 
have anything furtht3r to do wi t~1 us... Tbv R tti t ·udE1 of the British 
will romain the samo;, the siege wil:. go on; repressicn will continue 
which will only provoke furthor ros:..stance and coc!nt r··,repression by 
the Government~ Tho vicious c1role ~1.ll nave no enjv Jare wa hazard 
tho rsik? Ben Gtirion once saiu ,hat tho British would not dare to 
shoot against USi they aro not Poles or R0umanians 0 Even ur~ Snoh 
when ho speaks of ros1stanc0Jdoe2 rot believo that Britain would 
resort to v-iolent mothods as a rev0nge c It is not my conviGtion 0 I 
do not believe that England h~e deciJed to liquitla~e us If on June 
29th events api:e ared to indicate this, t11ero ho.s si!1Ge been a change• 
Certainly we must offer resistance, otherwiEe we sholllJ be showing 
def'eat and d<imorru. i s otion 1)ut the leaciersh11) of resist a co must t ke 
into account not only s ontim nt ot1t stark reality a Resistanoe must 
be organised; plannecl and conc.entl"ated nrot:nd t~'le point which is likely 
to evoke sympathy for usi namely 1mmigr tion~ If ou1~ ahi s are 
transferred to Cypru::; it is a defent in which lies vi0 tory" And if they 
transfer uncert1f1.e,ate<.1 immigrants not to Cyt rt!8 ·i u:.- to Tripoli and 
if there will be two hundrell t.h0usa~ • Jewisr.i refugees in the American 
Zone and 100 1 000 in Tripolit nia and o her Bri ish~controllod areas, 
the pressure of these 100,000 will be greater ~an that of the 200,000 
in the Ame1·1cnn Zone~ 

r. Gruonb um went on to spe k of tho oloven new settlements which 
~r 0 Sneh had mentionod~ He considore<l thn thin toow s an act of 
resistance but. hod the Palestine Govurnment tal{en steps agai nst this 
action, who knows whou migh h ave hap ened~ The question is, con we in 
our present po~ition do things which· ill provoke represoive me sures 
and we shall have to speak of thi~ i:1 the Political Commit.tee., 

ConcluJing his oddross, Mr o Grue~oaum said~ wo must rog rd this 
moment as ono of severe crisis in the Z10nist A0 vementQ e must use every 
opportunity to str ngthon 0~r position in Palestine and work through 
accomplishments and not only hopes The 0ovElrnment 0f the United States 
is ready to help us and; she h ad s id, our struggle must be in tho~e 
fields hich ·111 ovoke the moximum s . mpf-hy i:n the worlJ7 s the number 
of Jews in Palostine growsy the pressure on Britain will grow tooo It 
matters not whether the pressure will come from Palestine itself or from 
outside Vere we able to bring 200>0 0 Jews i:1to British possessions and 
oven if they were jn concE.ntrctio:n camps, it would be useful., it would 
be better than leaving these Jews in the American Z'one of Germany and 
these a-re the lines that we s 1.all propose in the Poli ti cal rommi ttee .. 

Mr~ Greenbaum recalled that when he was in t~e Latrun Camp he read 
a book bout the Byzantine period in the history of Palestinep During 
that period there were four rebellions in PalestineQ An0 what w s the 
result ? At the time of Bar Kochbah "'.:, .. .. Gre were two n"illion Jews in 
Palestine nd aft6r the rebellion onlJ two hund~e1 thousand remainedo 
When tho Ara'ts occupl0d P 10s tine tho Jews were an insignificant minor1 ty 
and the etti·~ude towar~s them was cont.omptuous., We :lave re ched the 
stage where the number of Jows hes, despite all obstacles, ~rown to 
600,000~ We must safeguarl that which we possess ~nd our struggle, 
whether physical or mental, must be direoted to one end only - increasing 
and adding to the number of Jews in Palestine~ 
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Speaking aft r llr~ I, Gruono aum; Robbi Phi llip Bcrnstoin, 

Jewish advisor in tho Amoric ar~ono of GLrmo~y r ~portod on the 

Displaced Persons in Gormnny and t str iae- He s aid that thoro wero 

192,000 D(IPos in the Am ri0an Zono" Th:1_8 e- onstituted the second 

largost J ewish community in Europe; s cond only t.o Roumania. They 

were the largost singlo grou~ of D o? s~ uf thi s g~oup ; 162,000 

wero in Germany an:i 30,000 in Austria.i To1'}o~her with those in tho 

British Zones and in Italy thor& are aJtcgothor a quart er million 

D.P.sa The figure is w longer 100;000 ~ The o i g movement from 

Pol and which one e re ached the scal e of 1 ~ 000 p r d ay ha'4 ende'3, 

They were now only trickling in at the rato of 3,000 a month. 

Rabb+ Bernstein paid tribute to the U,S . A, Gov ernment and the U,S. 

Army s attitude to ards refugees and s aid that the borders had be0n 

kept open despite pressurer No pers~ cut ed J0w hod been d~nied 

admittano - and this policy was continu i ng~ H also praised the 

UNNRA and the J 0wish Agency offici als :-0r their unselfish devotion 

to d~ty~ He stress~d the vitality of these Jews G Amongst the 

100,000 who had come during the les t few months were those who had 

returned to Poland from Russia, having esc aped the German occupation. 

These were now in family groups and there were no 23 1 000 children. 

These latest arrivals inoluded people who were uB ed to h ar~ ,ork 

and who were willing to workD There was no defe atism amongst them 

and the olj ounds were beginning to lieol " No single suicide had 

occurred except one £n a particularly bleak camp anc there was no 

lessening of intensive Jewish life ~ one third of the total number 

and over half of the employa~le pe ~~le were now vorkingQ c~nditions 

were too abnormal to prvvide work for all, tut m0st of them were 

eager to take up an occupati.on~ Stressing t he danger, Habbi Bernstein 

said if certei n forces (not merical1; he aJdeu. ) who wished to reduce 

the standards of the American Zone to t h leve l of the British Zone 

under the economio unification pl an v.er s ~cce s sful 1 DoP~s would be 

seriously affectedo Other Bri tiBh pr t.11') :: salt! wh i h had been mooted 

were to force Jews to work for the German economy and place them 

under tho jurisdiction of Ger-n courts, Thec e proposals were being 

discussed at the highest level and he urgod Congre· s to act on the 

shameful report whiched been i.,ub] ishecJ in the United States which was 

a vile slander on the Jewish D, P. s an:~ prop osed to reduc e eJqJendi ture 

on them, He pleaded for action t -, maintain t -) '. O stat us of the ;rewish 

D,P,s He pointed out the danger of d omoPalis ation if the present 

condition continued. There had alr atly been a d0toriorat1o~ but a 

struggle was going on to prevent it and there as a race between 

deterioration and normalisation. R Obi Bernstein concluded by saying 

that the hope of Zion ould sustain these tragics urviv rs, We have 

little time and we may even h veto make concessions if these Jews 

are to be saved. 

Dr. Bernard Josoph beg n by r c lling that heh d Deen sad to 

spend Balfour Deel ration nay in Latrun in tho V le of jalon made 

famous in Jewish history ty J , shua I s injunction to t.,o moon to 

stand still. His sadness lay not in that he was a det inee. It was 

his conviction that the detention was part of deliberate policy to 

undermine tho authority of th Jo ish Agency, ir, an at t mpt to soften 

up and weaken the Yishuv Uy soarohcs and mass arrests. at ithstanding 



oll this, thoso who thought tho Jewish spirit would be brokon or 0ven 
wovor by oporntion Agatha, hav l0arnod their error and must r0aliso 

it was a colossal blund0r and a r0grettable setback to Anglo-Jewish 

rolationso Dr~ Josoph wont on to spoak on his reflections in the 

camp tn the j oy with which the Bnlfour Declaration was rocoiveO end 

his de p regrot thot men who hnd striven for 11nglo-Jewish co-operation 

had be en '~Gtain0d and tho pledge in the Balfour Declaration thus 

betrayed, But, went on Dr~ Joseph 1 this disappointment does not 

justify the despairing romerks made that the Zionist situation was 

one of benkruptcy as a direct result of tho eizmann policy. He felt 

that wo had eause to bo proud of our groat nchiovoments - a Yishuv 

of 600,000 souls, with Tel Aviv, n groat city built by Jowish hands, 

a fine harbour at Haifa, a flourishing industry and over 300 

agricultural settlemonts blazing a now trail in social justice and 

humen rolntionso He folt it was wrong to bolittlo our achiovoments 

in order to make a dubious point in a political debate 1 

Dr.- Joseph thon went on to discuss the present impasse and the 

policy required to meat the situationo Speaking of the Hashomor 

Hatzair programme of a bi-national state, Dr., Joseph said they 

thoms0lvos knew the weakness of their case 1 because tho Jirebs would 

not agree for obvious roasonso The Arabs being the majority would 

not be content with equal sharing of governmental authority with the 

Jewso And in a bi-national state the Arabs would ensure that the 

Jews romain o permanent minority~ 

~r~ Joseph continuod by dealing with tho assertion that we should 

force the British to carry out tho Mandato according to its truo 

import ~ He felt that there was a great difference botween attempting 

to compel the British to carry out the ~anJ te and insistence on the 

creation of a Jewish StateQ For the latter, unlike the former, did 

not depend on the British aloneo H0 believed that with sacrifice 

and perseverance this could be ach.ieved without British aid, even 

despite their objoctio;\=> Dr,? Joseph rejected the thesis that the 

Biltmore Programme was a political error, he folt that we had tho 

same right to national indep0ndonce as all other nations. He had 

boen amongst those who favoured tho Peel Partition Plan. But by 

1941 the situation had altered and the need had become overwhelming. 

He still considered that Congress should adhere to the Biltmore 

Progral1'll'TlOr He knew of DrD Goldmon 1s mission to the u.s~A• and the 

Executive accepted responsibility for iti> But since the British 

had not adoptod the sugg.stion? we were entitled to stand on our basic 

d~mands~ Dealing with the Hnshomer Hatzair 1 s characerisation of 

Biltmore as an illusion, Dr9 Joseph said it was an illusion to those 

who could not see, to others it was a ray of hope and of faith wh1oh 

had kept up the spirits of the r0fugees in the D,P.Camps 

Dr~ Josoph said that somo believe that we would not get a Jew1sn 

State in the whole of Palostino and that our only hope was a decent 

partition~ He felt we should cross that bridge when we came to it, 

but that at this moment tho Ex0cutive's hands should not be tied by 

any prohibitive rosolution barring them from negotiating freely. 

Those who said that if wo a dh0ro to Biltmore and do not positively 

propose partition we may loso U,S~A~ supprot were wrong. Ho did not 

beliove that tho u.S.Ao was so nai·vo es to fail to understand the 

implications of our positiono 

As to the contention that tho British will not consider estate 

in part of Palestine unless it is sugg> sted by us, he felt that 1r 



tho British wor e r eady to ngr00 thoy would fi nd no di fficulty in 
convoying th o information to us. H f olt thnt pirtition would not 
affect tho J ewish people's historic rights to tho· wholo of Palestine 
and would only be a compr~mis o agro0d to r eluctantly as a matt er of 
Re alpolitik~ It was in this spirit th t we should cont emplate tho 
possibility of a gr oing to a Gov&rnmont propos ed p artition ·pl on. 

Dooling with the question of our going to tho London Conforonoe, 
Dr o Jos eph f olt that this was a matte r for the Politic al Commisa1on 
to decido but our experi onc 0 with the Anglo~Americ on Committe e did not 
l end encouragement to that cours e e It was then c os e of heads we win, 
t a ils wo .loso, since the Committ ee was only e ntitled tom ke rocommend
ations and H~Mo Gov tirnmont might acc ept if they we r e a ga inst ua am 
r e j ect if they wero for us. This forecast h ad come tru o when Mr. 
Attlee pouncea on a refor onc e to Haganah as an excus e for 1thr .. ld1ng 
tho 100,000 c ertificat es~ What evor may h ave bee n th e va lue of their 
positive r ocommendations, we should not overlook tha t the Committe e 
had also produced the ne gative finding that Pal estine could never be 
a J ew ish St at e . 

Many of thos e who h av misgivin~s about p rtic!~ t!ng in the 
Confer ene e , might bo disposa~ to do so if it wer e r eally a ConforenGe 
between tho J ews, H~ M.G, and tho Pa l est ne Ar abs, But unfortunetel7 
it was not~ Nevertheless it might still b e wis er to give the intenitons 
of the Government tho benefit of the doubt,but Dr. Jos oph eould not 
work up any enthusi asm nor w as h e optimistic as to the outcome. 

Dr~ Jos 0ph then expressed his grot1 f 1cetion not only tha t 
del ogat os both from Pa l ostine and tho D~p• C mps h d urged more 
Halutziuth,but evon Mrs. Eps t oin nd Dr . Si l vor had made the plea. 
He, Dr. Jos epht h ad pleaded for Halut~iuth who nho 1st visited tho 
United St at es, a nd wh en he propos ed to Juni or Hadas sah that they 
should st art prepa ring their momb rs fbr life in Pal estine, it was 
gree t ed with amaz ement. It is a matter f or r ea l j oy that they 
fin nlly emb arked on th at cours o and 150 of thoir memb ers or e now 
prep aring for Aliyah. W sit too much, he asked tha t a t l east 51, ~r 
the 5 million Jows of Amerio a sho~ld come m h olp nnd build. The 
J e ws of Americ a and othor Gal~th l ands need Pal estine as much es 
Pal estino needs some of them~ 

Speaking of the oodress of his eoll oa gue , Dr. Sneh, Dr, Joseph 
said that h e , Dr. Sneh,h ad p aint ed gloomy picture ano was a lready 
writing England off. Whilst Dr. Josoph agrood that Brit 1n's present 
policy was anti-Zionist, h e was not p-epnr ed to s y th t all was lost 
in that qu art er. Ho would r omind Dr. Sneh tha t Gov ernment decisions 
are not final but were subj ect to change . Thre had bean various 
periods of fluctu ations and finally Sir Harold MacMiohael had said 
that not more than 75,000 would be a dmitted, but after that 1,500 
immigrants p er month h ad been admitted~ They hod decided to send 
refugees to Cyprus, then they h ad brought some bock, so that the 
pres ent nti-Zionist policy was lso capable of change. He said th1• 
not to r aise f als e hop es, but to indicat e that we should not abandon 
even the f aintest hope b efor e t aking sos rious a d ec1s1on# He was 
not pr 0p ared to give England a full discharge from its obligations, 
no matt 0r how much they h ad deprecia ted in value . The right of the 
J ewish people to a fr ee n ational life was more import ant than 1ts 

friendship with Britain. 
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Dealing with tho propos0d policy of r esistanc e and Dr. Snob's 
assertion that we should find a way out of our difficulties if we 
were active and would become a political f actor, Dr. Jos eph s aid 
that thoro was no difference of opini :-n betwoon Dr. Sneh and 
himself on this subjoct, He did not, howevor, agroo to the 
possiblo implication behind his words. It was his view that the 
whole subject of resistance should not be discussed from the 
platform. Though numerous dolegat0s had declared themselves for 
resistance almost every one undorstoot it differently. He 
considered that Congress could only decide in principle on this 
matter and the Executive should be entrusted with the authority to 
decide on the form which it should t nke~ 

He felt, however, that the issuo was not botween po ace-loving 
and creative persons and those who b eliovod in activism per so, Even 
those who believed in readiness for reststanco would prefer peaceful 
development, But they could not be a party to falso optimism or 
leave the s elution of the Jewish problem tot the Messiah~ Moreover, 
just as 1 twas right to be cautious and reluctant to abandon 
parliamentary methods it would be wro~g to surrender to undue fear 
of possible consoquences of resistan~e. If it became necessary to 
resist in order to prevont Zionist offort3being paralysed, and in 
order to make possible the progrossivo upbuilding of the land then 
we should refuse to yield and should entor into such a struggle as may 
be necessary to achieve Jewish independ0ncoo 

Dr. Josoph went on to say he had not intondod referring to 
terrorism 1n Palostino, but sinco all his colloagu0s had ~one so he 
felt he must do likewise. He believod tha t in the struggle for 
liboration we must bo proparod to mak e ovory sacrifice and to take 
such action as may be found proper and helpful, nut just because 
he held this view he condemned unres ervodly and with a ll his hoart 
and might tho terrorist acts of tho Etzel and Storn groupso He 
shared Dr. Snob's views on the objection to terrorism~ He asked 
Oongress to remember one of the basic documents in Jewish life, 
the Commandmont "Thou Shalt Not Kill 11 it roforred not only to Jews., 
Murder was murder whoever was the victim am we should not abandon 
tho moral basis of Jewish life , Civilised soci ety recognised two 
excoptions to the moral rule, tho dea th p enalty imposed by a Court 
of Law nd whon a nation was at war, B.lt war could only be decided 
by a nation, not by any group, however patriotic they might be. 
Such acts wore murder and introduc ed anarchy into national lifo. 

Dr. Joseph went on to say that h ving rnontione~ terrorism he 
felt compelled to ooal with another subject, that of the police state 
in Palestine, Liberty of the subject was ignored and the ru~e of 
law had disappeared. Citzens could be and were arbitraril~ arrested 
and dotainod for years without trial and without redress. Habeas 
co~pus was a fiction since the Government had renlered them 
inoffect1vo by promulgating regulations which had that effect. The 
entire connnunity lived in fear of roprossion and plunder and military 
tribunals had largely replaced the rlvil courts- Dr. Joseph felt 
we must warn Great Britain that this cannot go on, Government had 
the right to maintain its authority, but even that must be done 
lawfully. There could be no respect for law administs'ed by a 
government .which itself disregarded the rule of law and treated the 
whole community as if it were criminals. Police State regulations 
and methods must be abolished or they would be resisted. 
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In conclusioi.1; I•r .. Joseph so.id that, thovJay bofore us was 
difficult and we c.,arriod a h0avy 1: os1,,on_i oili ty towards our people 
and towards our c.,0untry ::- P ur~eJ Cr.~grees to be deeply conscious 
of its dut.y and to to.J;.:e i:.s .Jel,lri.:;ns c..,ar·ofUJ.ly and cloo.rly, so that 
we might go forwa:C'd together . td1 ~. te'1. in tho flllfilmont of our 
solemn task -- tc find wayc n.11J. means to op en the gates of P lest1ne 
to the masses of Jews eager· to onter ,.. to c cnt i nu e redeeming our 
soil and robuilding i~s wacto places and to achieve the only solution 
of the Jewish problem· National indepo~ 1 onco in a J0wish State 
11 speedily and in our Jaysn 0 

11111'1 --------- ------·---------- -

Tuo version of Dr , Sneh s snee,~h v.ihjch appea.:-ed in Bulletin No.5 of the 
13th December !,"!i s concer..sea_ f'_:-o~ the 01·iginal. A f,~11 ar .. d verbatim report of 

the ~ eech v1ill appea:,:o ir... t:1.:1 next Hrl. .,v, i&sue ~ 

('n Wednasda~, tb.e 18th Ds~embc!', at 8-3 p,m.,. there vrill 
be a con oar· t arranged by the Fv lkf.;ope'.l a of Te 1 Aviv 4 

~adame .Edis de ~~ilippe, the ~ell-knovm soprano who 
recently appeared wi i;h. st-ch success 1n Pal es tine pill 
be among0t the ~tiGt:,, Te Concert will take place at 

3TADTCASIN0 HA S SUBER ·-C" .L 

ani delega tee 3tJi. guests a:re 1n-vl tedc. 

EXHIBITION OF NATIO AL FUNDS 

Last Saturday morning, the xhibition of the Keren Hayesod and 
the Jewish National Fund ( Keren Kayem ~.h) wer0 opened in the 
Basler Hallo Hundred.s of Jelegates and visitors attended the 
opening ceremony 'Nhich was address d by r .. Leib Jaffe, tr. L. 
Herrmann and Mr p .-,t- Haez,.r.·ahi o The exhibit ion contains a fine 
range of photographs depicting types of settlers and scenes from 
the settlements .. Therd is a fine display of diagrams and pictures 
s bowing the development of Palestine and the w erk of the Funda:. 
The exhibition of th Koren Hayosod w~s arranged by Drr A. allis,ch 
and that of the Keren Kayemeth by Drv A Rozneru 
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CONGRESS ITEMS 
~----------------~~ 

Totals of Shekalim sold for the 22nd Zionist Congr0a.s., acoording to 
countries. 
~ - •-► -- ..... ,Si--- - www1 l - •z " 1k - ..... .-:9Mb~ .. ,--.. 

Country Total Country To-tal 

~r9tz Israel 3ro,754 Arner·ioa 

-~urt¥e United States 956,250 
Ausria 30,000 Canada 54,813 
Belgium 9,612 Argentine 39,400 
Bulgaria 14,060 Bolivia 1,974 
Denmark 900 Brazil 14,500 
Horway 279 Chile 3,933 
England 66,776 Colombia 4,526 
Finland C5(1 ~ex1co 7,500 France 32,fl~Z Uruguay 11,340 Germany ~12,...,70 Barbados 39 
:~reece 3t088 Cuba 1,500 
Hollani 2,718 Ecuador 786 
Hungary 95,616 Salvador 104 
Italy 16,901 Marianas 170 
Polan~. 110,000 Vonezuela 463 
Portugal 350 ~oste. Rica 285 
Roumania Ol,-Q2\~ ,; Guatamola 100 
f3lovak1a 19,403 Nicuaragua llO 
r.waden 6,477 Pa~ame. 515 
}~wi tzerlan<1 e,140 Paraguay 430 
Transylvania 23,038 Peru 1764 
France (Alaaoe) 3,526 Trinidad 153 
Yugoslavia 100 Curacao 100 

Asia Australia 8,2~6 
Chino (Shanghai) 6,600 ~-----~-~~~~~--~~-~-----~----~ r_: hino (Tientsin) 1,500 SUMMARY 
India 1,685 ---~-- ..... -
Iran 4,536 
Syria 250 Erotz Israel 300,764 
Aden 2,432 Europe 626,815 
Other Countries 1,240 Asia 17,243 

Africa 86 891 
Africa America 1,099,570 
Algiers 8,100 Australia 8,296 
Egypt 7,o41 
Morocco 11,382 
Sou th Africa 46,600 2,139,559 
Tripoli 1,963 
Tunis 13,296 
Eritrea 180 
Tangier 600 
Tanganyka 100, 

CONGRESS NOTICES 
1rhe festive re-un1en of the Kerort Haye sod will take plaoe on Monday 
l6tb n'ecernoer, f94g in the Casino Se.al at B,30 p,m. 

The World Conference of Jewish Journalists will be opened on 
fueada~ 11th neaembor, 1g4g In 'the Press ~oom of the Conf r nc 
at 9.30 a.m. All Jewish journalists, whatever their language, 
are welcome. 
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ORLD ZIONIST CO ·: GRESS: Fiftt_.cnth v:J~ .. ::i.on ~-----~----------~--------------------~ , 

The fifteenth session of Congress was opened on Sunday 
evening, December 15th, 11r . L. Gurfinkbl presiding, Dr. Hc:rli tz 
read a number of announcements and 1.essn.ges of greeting .. 

Rabbi Hameir 1 s 1ddress 

Rabbi s. Hamtir (,<izrachi) reviewed the position of the 
Jews in Europe a year and a h3lf Gfter the termination of the war. 
They still had no place wherd to lay t tir heads, the survivors 
of the Hitler horror were still held in concentrntion camps, nd 
those of them who ri s1{ed their lives in tiny craft on the high 
seas in an endeavour to r each Palestine were turned away from its 
shores; if they resisted, British military did not hesitate in 
deploying against them all the paraphernalia of force . This state 
of affairs gave the Yishuv no rest, o.nd for the sn.1~e of its con
science it must come out ag inst it in strength . Th6 leaders and 
the highest authorities of the Yishuv stood on watch over every 
refugee ship and prevented the Yishuv fran passing on to deeds. 
But, the speal{er dc:cl~red, it 1~ s tSscutiul to say to the Palbstine 
.dministration and the British Gov jrnmento Stop chasing the refugee 
ships, let the refugees disembark in 1-'8.lestine and come to rest in 
their homeland, do not drive the Yishuv to desperation .. Otherwise 
its leaders will be unable to check a possible confl~gration of 
revolt in Palestine because of thb db ortations, o.nd ho knows where 
that might stop? 

The speaker then suryeyed the achievements of the Knesseth 
Israel in Pa.lostine - the Jewish :nunicip['.li ties o.nd cor1muni ties, 
and the ssefath Hanivharim, the l:!;lt:cted --sser bly of the Yishuv, 
and expressed the views that the J~ s of Palestine were ready and 
fitted to administer a st~t6 of thtir o • They saw no reason why 
t n.e·.) should be ruled by a foreign adn1inistr~tiono The Yishuv wcu ld 
not ul low itself to be prevented from building up its independent 
state ithout interference, fro conducting its own immigro.tion 
policy - unless this frustration ceased in the i mmedi te future 
it would break its chnins ~ ror would the 600,000 Jews held behind 
barbed ire await their liber tion in p.J.tience . The Yishuv could 
not view 1th equ nimity Great Brit'in:s luck of fairness in award
ing inde pendence to Trnns-Jord~n nnc Syria. Only the Yishuv in 
1 ts national home is not gi Ten ·ecogni tion by Bri t .'Jin as an inde ... 
pe~d3nt nation in a Jewish stateo 

Rabbi Humeir warnod the Zionist Organisation also that 
the patience of the Yishuv and of the Je\ s ho were knocking in 
vain at the gates of falestine would not hold for ever . He pointed 
out that although the world was to blame for the J·ewish tragedy, 
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the Jews themselves were not free from blame. They had lost their 
Torah and had become a nation divided into parties, each of which 
pretended to have discovered a new Torah of its own. The s~aker 
called on Congress to decl~re that the J wish people held its Torah 

and traditicn as the only true foundation for its· life in its own 
state. The Jewish Sabbath must be kept inviolate. He concluded 
by voicing the wish that before the next Congress meets a Jewish 
State in Palestine founded on Jewish tradition may have been estab
lished~ 

Dr . Fritz Bernstein. 

Dr. Fritz Bernstein (General Zionists) said that there 
was a diffBrence of opinion about the reasons for the present impasse. 

Some blamed 1t on the Zionist leadb rship which they charged with 
being vacillating and short-sighted and with having had an unwarranted 

confidence in British intentions. Others blamed Britain alone for 
ho.ving l€t them down. 

The speak~r saw in British policy since 1936 a determina. 
tion to crystallistj the Yishuv at about one third of the po l"..1lation 

of Palestine, and to prevent the J·ews from becoming a m j ori ty • The 

~rab League policy was being exploited for that purpose . The poli ey 

had foond a crude expression in the 1939 \IJhi te Paper, nd now in the 

·n dministrative partition" of the i\iorrison plan, which paid the price 

of limited immigration in a sma ll· area and rttained for Britain a 
brokerage fee of 40% of Paltstine . if they qccepted that it would 

mean the end of Zionism in their time . Res stance to it, o~ the 
other hand, implied a greC1.t deal of harm nd damage to the s e lves 
ithout assurance of success. 

Many Zionists, Dr , Bernstein went on, clung to the hope of 
partition as a way out , but Dr . Goldmann had admitted th tit would 

be little short of a miracle if they go t t he kind of partition they 

wanted. ~s yet there was no sign tha t they ould be off red it. 
By going to the London Conference they would simply be bolstering 
up the legend of Jewish-Arab conflict in which Britain was an 
almost helpless arbiter . If Britain was genuinely willing to offer 
them something more acceptable than the Moi•rison plan there· were other 

channels through which this int6ntion could be communicated . Until 
that happened they had no option but to continue with their struggle, 

but the ways and mtans for struggle should be very carefully devised 

so as to minimise the damage to thems elves. 

Rabbi J, Rabinowitz 

Rabbi Rabinowitz (Revisionist) declared th '1. t the British 
Government had no intention whatsoever of giving the Jews a partition 
state in Palestine. To uccept the invitation to the London Conference 
would be tantamount to acpepting nn invitation to their own funeral. 

The speaker criticised Mr. Ben-Gurion's political address 
which, he thought, disclosed the utter bankruptcy of the Zionist 
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Organisation, and.charged th~t th~ leadership had failed to proclaim 

the Jewish Stute us the final aim of the mo cmbnt from the very 

beginning, Now that they did at long 1-st 3sk for the State, they 

did so in timid and h3lting terms nnd mid~ it . uppeur ns though 

they would never have asked for it if the Vandute had been curried 

out in full. The leadership was being inexorably pressed by life 

into the very positions which they disliked - they had been against 

illegal immigration, against mass evacuation from Europe, against 

resistance. ~11 of these had come, and now the logic or · events 

would force them into establishing' a provisional government as the 

only thing that would save Zionism, Thnt · provision~l government 

must be established in order to·prepare the way for the Jewish 

State. That was his party's view, nnd experience had shown that 

what Revisionists thought to-day, t e rest of the-movement would 

think to.morrow, only to~morrow would be too late. 

Rnbbi Rabinowitz pointed out hat already they had immigra~ 

tion, settlement and an armed defence force in defiance of government 

la~; they could not have it both ways. ~liyo. Hadashu thought that 

w~ntever government decreed they had to fulfil; the other alterna

tive was to declare that the ~undatory Government was in fal~stine 

illegally and to break relations with it~ The l~ad rship had done 

so, but only to a limited extent; they had not gone far enough. 

Speaking of resistance, Rabbi Rabinowitz reminded Congress 

that they were about to celebrate the Feast of the Maccabees. Thy 

could not celebrate that festival and call resistance immoral in 

one and the same breath. Those who h~d opposed resistance on the 

ground of Jewim ethics and tradition were illogical. The Syrian 

Government at the time of the 1lacco.bees w s o. hundred tim s more 

leg 1 than the present iandatory Government in i' 1 stine. Jewish 

tradition said that it was better to be persecuted than to persecute, 

but when 6,000,000 had been sacrificed it was time to recall that 

other trad1ti~n which demanded resistance against the would-be 

slayer. They mu~t realise that· the British Government was out to 

kill Zionism and to liquidate it. 

In the political field, thb speaker sserted, they had 

come to a dead end. The 1andute was finish~d, cooperution with 

England was at an end, Britain was illeg~lly in Palestine. The 

only logical conclusion was that it was essential to set about 

the establishment of a provisional governm~nt. 

Mr, 1. Regalsky. 

r, Regalsky (Argentina) expressed astonishment at the lack 

of reality 1~ the addresses of delegates who lived in closest contact 

with the facts of the Jewifh position; such indulgence in political 

abstractions might have been more comprehensible coming from repre

sentatives of South ;merica ho k pt in touch with events only 

through hearsay. 

The speaker identified himself with the point or view 

expounded by Dr. Goldmann nnd 1 r, Gruenbaum. He aWaited with 

great int rest .the words of the prodigal Revisioni::,ts, but they 
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had only one new thing to say: the n eed f or provision 1 
government. That sounded very fine, but they f a iled to ~x plain 

why such a government should b8 stronger than t h- Exucutive. 

Mr. Regalsky anted to know wh0re th0 sea t of t e provisional 

government would be and suggeste tha t pcrhnµs t he Re visi onists 

would care to consi der Dublin. He as~vd, however, whether this 

government in Dublin would strengt hen t hG movement more tho.nan 

Executive with· its s ea t in Pal &stine ~nd , ith offices in London 

and Washington. He failed to understand how such politic~l 

a.bsurdi ties could be prof erred at so critical a _time. 

Listening to the attacks on the bJcdcuti ve , 1\1r. H{;galsky 

Bontinued, one might have thought t ha t a political crime had been 

c ommi tt ed in Paris• Now th 9.t Mr. Neumann h[).d a poken one must 

pay tribute to the work of fmerican Zionists. Everyone wat'mly 

welcomed .Mr. Truman's letter and t he r11 e ssng e is sued on the eve 

of Yem Ki ppur, But how mo.ny n ore such messages wer~ likely to 

be issued? There had been elections in ... n,erica at tha t time, 

but there ~,ould be no more in the next two years. Lls o, there 

was the question of oil in Saudi ~\ ro.bi a in which Wa shington wo.a 

said to be gr ea tly interested. Did they h ~ ve thu ri ght to 

engage in political ~dventurea und run such risks? 

He had been deeply shaken y Dr. Sneh ' s address, f .. ssurn

ing that Dr. Sneh's f orecast were to be unf ortunately rea lised, 

could they throw away the 1st ch nc of nn understanding by 

refusing to attend the Lrn don Conf0rence? Could t hey, as the 

only organised force of trie Jewi sh p ·o le, t ake t he res p nsibility 

of a. fina l br0ak? Something mi ht b / lined 1>y ttendinr; the 

Conference after all. H knew of no· forces, n or d i d Dr. Sneh 

point to any, which would stnnd b ·hind them ands cure f or the!Jl 

another opportunity. They h· d no rieht t o run such risks. 

Dr. Herzl had t o.ur;h t them that the f lfil .e:;nt of a dram cal led 

for a realistic policy. Russia had si rned the tre ty of Br est

Litovsk because it needed a br eathings a c e o Ur. Rego. lsky, 

s peaking on behalf of t hb Zionists of all South ,m · r ica, call~d 

on Congress to becom~ c on sciru s of its historic• res pon sib ility 

and not to throw away th s11 ht~st opportunity.of salvation. 

1 r. \fJt";rfel. 

ur. I. yrfel (Hapo -1 Hamizrachi) said he was one 

of those who believ~d that there was a power over toe earth wh1eh 

directed events. He believed there would be two stages, firstly 

preparation and then immigration of tens and hundreds of thousands, 

so that our life in Palestine may be firmly entrenched until the 

independent state was achieved. This would be the natural and 

consequent way. This is no shortcut. Speaking against the redut1ona 

of the boundaries of Palestine, Mr. Werfel said those who were 

against were those who were increasing the boundaries by their 

deeds. Those whowere against partition were those who were going 

on to the land in the Negev, who were surrounding Jerusalem with 

s network of settlements. We had reached a new stage in our work -

the youth was ready for sacrifices and they must be kept pure from 

the evil atmosphere that now pervaded the world. Mr. Warfel 

appealed to workers and employers: Keep the Sabbath. ne urged that 

the spirit of unity manifested at Givat Chaim and B1riah should be 

maintained. 
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The Sixteenth S0ssion of the World Zionist Congress opened on 
Monday morning, December 16th at 10 a~mD undor the chairmanship of 
Mrsg Judith Epstein~ 

Mr~ A. Lulu (Ichud Olami) 

• Speaking in the name of nearly a million Jews, Sephardim, 
Yemenites and Eastern Jews, spread from Tangier to Bombay, Mr. Lulu 
emphasised that Zionist work in these countries cannot be openly 
conducted~ Nevertheless the yearning for Palestine 1s very strong. 
Since the war Chalutzism has begun in these lands and they are 
destined to play a great part in the building of Palestine. The 
speaker urged that chalutzig emissaries should be sent in large 
numberso Mr. Lulu painted a tragic picture of the spiritual and 
moral degra dation and the physical opp ,,. ression of these communities, 
in places like Persia and Tashkent forced to live as Marranos. They 
were subject to hunger and disease and unless there was a large 
exodus we might face the same catastrophe as we have seen in Europe. 
Sephardim and Ashkenasim shared a common fate in the E:iropean 
crematoriuma Speaking of our struggle, Mr. Lulu felt that we must 
keep our flag pure and unsullied, but he did not agree with Dr~ 
Rosenblueth that we had to confine ourselves to protests only. Our 
demonstration of strength had won us ne respect from the Arabs. 
There were 150,000 Oriental Jews in Palestine, half of them 
organised in Histadruth and most of them workersc Four villages 
hevo been establishe<i this year and thousands more are waiting .for the 
opportunity of settling in Palestine with tho least possible delay, 

I2r..t. .... A.t.-M.t!2~-~h~!!L .. {Q.fttJf2r.€¼1 .... ~1QD1.§1§l 

Dro A. Mibashan, speaking as a delegate for Uruguay, brought 
greetings from the Argentine, the second-larg st Jewish community 
in America, as well as from CJntral 7 South and Latin America. He 
said that the Jews of Latin-America were 95% Zionist. As witness 
the results for the funds, hundreds of thousands of pounds having 
been collected. Last year they gave b350,000 for the Keren Hayesou 
~lone. It was characteristic that the telographic greeting from 
the Sophardic Community of Buenos Ayres began with the words: "We 
are sending t5,000 for the Keren Hayesod and bl,000 for the Keren 
I5-ayemeth 11

o 

Dr. Mibashan, speaking of their work amongst non-Jews through 
the Pro-Palestine Committee said this was real resistance, and resulted 
in creating a cortain atmosphere for the Mandatory Power in every 
country, Five days after June 29th there had been a protest meeting 
of 35,000 Jews in Buenos Ayres and the Police had helped in its 
conduct~ despite the protest of the protest of the British Embassy. 

They had reprinted 0 rrison 1 s speech against the hite Paper in 
1939 and distributed it throughout Latin-America. The speaker thought 
this should be printed in millions of copies and distributed throughout 
the world It would help to prove tho injustice of the British 
Governrnentrs .present actA 
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Dr~ Mibasham said wo must conduct negotiations, ::ut wo :..~are not 
giv0 _up the woapons which wo possessed in tho rousing of public 
opinion all over the world, For Britain was extremely sensitive 
at the pres ont time., Qr. Mibasham was in f avour of tho strengthening 
of the Executive from Left to Right on one condition that the members 
of the Right who believe in a Prov-isional Govornment should rocognise 
the Jewish Agenoy as our Government. 

Dr, Mipasham concluded by recalling Churchill's words to the 
effect that he believed that one ctay we should see a Jowish State 
on 10th sides of the Jordan with millions of Jewso 

nabbi J. Gelman (Mizrachi) 
~ ... ~,...._....,,,__......_ __ 'P""" __ ..., ____ ~----~,... ........... "" ..... 

Raboi Gelman said we were now entoring the end of the fifty 
year period of Zionism. During thnt time the M1zrachi had suriven 
for three fundamentals. The unity of the people, the unity of the 
land and Jud~ the unity of Juda ism. This conception was 
indivia ible. We have often heard f~m this rlatform that Zionism 
is not bound to religion. This has nover been the ultimate programme 
of the Zionist movement. The Mizrachi had always believed in the 
synthes is ofJudaism and Zionism and the time had come for us to 
take aocount of our attitude to the religious values of the Jewish 
people. We ask for deeds as well as words. The speaker said he 
had visited Palestine twice this year and did not wish to question 
the devotion and self-eaJrifice of the reople of ·the settlementso 
but he bad found Kibbutzim which did not 1;elieve that either 
Rosh Hashanah or Yem Kippur were Yomim Tovim. The spe aker asked 
how it was ,ossicle to continue in this waya How can we secure 
the Jewish future by these methods. He believed it was a political 
danger.~o the need for rescue, immigration and defenoe he would 
add rescue of Judaism, continuation of Judaism and defence of 
Judaism. 

Dr, Goldstein dealt with some of the criticism which h nd 
~een levelled against American Zionism. The fact that they were 
not fully stee~ed in Jewish culturo should not debar them from 
Zionis leadershio~ There was a growing interest amongst the youth 
in going to Palestine as Chalutzim, as students, and as people with 
technical skill. This movement was not comparable in numters to 
that from Europe, because it was actuated by idealistic pruferenoe 
and not by necessity. There were growing efforts to interest Ameriean 
Jewish business mon in Palestinea The American contribution to the 
national funds did not need stressing. It was oopocially satisfactory 
to note the large number of new recruits to Americ an Zionism from the 
native-~orn. Generally speaking, there was reassuring evidence of tha 
growth and strength of American Zionism. 

Its most significant role just now was in tbe political 
struggle. More than one Zionist crisis in recent years had been 
averted by its 1nfluonoo. The most recont case was the Morrison 
plan, There was a British attempt to minimise this infi uence as in 
tho pre-ele~tion pressure, but this failed to take account of the 
fact that elections were annual events in America ano the influence 
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and the infl ueno e of a 1. arge pressure group was continuous, It was 
important however that the cre:enti nls of American Zionist spokesmen 
before their Government should not bo confused by uiroct 
ra~resentations from the Jewish Agency. The size and freedom of 
American Jewry, and its ability to eri ti0ise tho Mandatory freely, 
should bo utl1.i.sed to the full in assigning l0adorsh1p and responsLt-Jility. 

Dr. Goldstein was of the opinion that in the last resort 
phyaioal resistance was not against tho spir1~ of Jewish tradition, 
and woul 1: be un:lerstoorj by AmoricanJ from their own history<) The 
public had to be enlightened to 11stinguish between disciplined 
self .. 1 •:!efen<:-e and anarchic terrorism-> 

He was against going to the London Conferonc o1 as he feared 
that our representatives would oe prossed into retreating oven 
further than the partition offer already madeo The same pessimistic 
argument now used lm favour of the partition co~1romiu0 would be 
used in favour of fu:rther com11romlseo After three months of 
informal discussion, we had received not a single enuouraging sign. 
Even if we had to reject Mr~ Byrnes' appeal the American Government 
would not wash its hands of Pales tine as long as it interested five 
million citizens. The least the British Government could have done 
to show good intentions t(Mards us was to lift the blockade against 
r~fugeesG The indications were that Britain had alrea~y made up 
its mlnd,and we would merely be helping to stage•··me.nage a mock 
conference at our expense. We should fight as best we can relying 
on the Yishuv, the World Zionist Movement; the m"i ving force or Jewish 
homelessness and the frien 'lly interest of the Amer,ioan Gav ernmento 
But we need a vigorous eollective leadership to maint.ain our morale 
in the struggleo 

The speaker asserted that the upbuilding of Palestine must be 
conducted on the principles of the Torah and Jewish traditiono Only 
thus will we become strong and show the world the way~ When a 
delegation of English clergymen visits our Kibout.zim and find s not a. 
vestige of a Jewish God or a Jowish way of life, they go baek; hostile 
to our demands and show an an+ty to ensure that British sol iers do 
not visit the Kibbutzim~ Coulct the world e.xpect such a Palestine 
to create something new in the world 0 We must strengthen our values. 
Let us not underestimate the strength of Jewish faith~ The Jewish way 
and the Jewish faith are the w ay to victory,('\ 

Judge Morris Rothenberg (General Zionists) 
,..,..._~,_.............~.- ............ ~....-. ... .-.~,,_""'"""_............-. . ,,,__,,_....,,....._,_...,_ • ...,_,......,. • • ~ ,.-r--•~r--.1.•4 ~~ 

Judge Rothenberg, President of the Jewish National Fund of 
America, emphasised t.,he restrictive lanJ laws of 19-~0 about which 
too little had been heard at the Congress. Immigration into 
Pales tine without access to the land was meaningless, and would 
frustrate that portion of the Mandate which aime: at encouraging 
close settlement of Jews on the lando That waa why the Anglo-American 
Cammi ttee had urged aooli ~.ion of the land r6striotions o The extension 
of JD No F II holdings woe a politic al as much as an eco:oomic need. It 
was regrettaale that after all our work only 616% of Western Palestine 
was Jewish and only about half of this was national land.o Larger 
irrunigretion recptred expansion of the JcN~F• land proeramm0~ It was 



intolorablc that evon the Polostinian war vetorAns m'G un ble 
to settle in most of Western Pales.ttne 

He apµ,aled to Congress to lay ctress on the lRnd rostrictiona 
in its condemnation of British policy" 

M!::~.t-E~ni~2!11~-1.M;tiI~£n!t 

Speaking on behalf' of tho Mizrachi and Junior izrachi omen, 
Mrs. Rabinowitz insiste.1 on a demand for the whole of Western 
Palestine,as Eretz Israel was a totality and as such indivisible. 
If we went to London at all , it should only te to argue this case 
and not to compromise~ Britain h8d no intontion of giving us the 
Jewish state, large or smallv We should persuado them that their 
groatest asset in the Middle Est would be a Jewish Stnte. 

The only real political activity open to us now w s to press 
on with constructive work - liyah, settlement, Chalutziut and 
Haganah. 11 the D.P9 Camps in Europo should be turned into 
Hesheharah centreso great part of official iolitical activity 
should te centered in Amerioao 

World Zionist Congress~ Seventeenth Session r--...._.._,_....._l"""l,....~~-~.,......,._,-......_~~ci-- ,.-.~.-.,--~---,..,...-•...,.,_.•,.....~r•-,.....-.,-.._•--. 

The Seventeenth Session of the iorld Zionist Congress starte~ 
at 4 p~m. on Monday afternoon, ::::·ocomber 16, at 4 r ,m. with r bh 
r. ChDim Greenberg in the chair, 

Dr. B&rm n said that as well as spe~ing for his party he spoke 
for 100 1 000 P0 lish Jews, the vast majority of hom identified them
selves with the struggle for freo~om of tho Jewish people, and the 
land of the Jewish future, Poles tineo Polish Jev,s could no longer 
give financial aiJ, but they would give Jhat was even more important, 
manpov er, '11.o builders ~nd the fighters. 

It was not true to say that Kielce w s the only impetus to 
emigration to Palestine~ Thore were two -~oeper reasons. On the 
one hand the immense gruveyarJ upon h ch they lived and on the other 
a mighty urge to end for oll time the homelessness of the Jewish 
people. The nat1onol s~ 1rit of the Jes of P0lanu was encourage~ 
by the noble a ttitu1e of the People's Government in Pol nd ~hose 
trogramme was threefol: politic3l un: economic equwlity, right to 
free emlgr t~on and support for Jewish os~irottons in Palestine, 
Ex ressing rissatisfaction with tho 01itiual Dob te, the speaker 
sai-J he hnd hope(~ that tho Co:n.gross \r ot1.l d bocomo a powerful 
demonstration of resistance an1 nationol mobilisntion for the 
struggleo What wash ~penin i~ Palestino was not only t~e concern 
of the Yishuv, it was ~eciding the foto of the whole Jewish 
peoplo. Therefore he belioved it was ossontiFll to set up a broad 
common front to protoct Jewish rights rnngin from he Agudah to 
Jewish Communist s:J Tho prusent struggle must be regarded as a 
oontinu tion of tho heroic up~is n inthe ghstto6s, 
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·j o must anticipnte a long and difficult struggloo The 
British Em1Jire is out to d stray us., ar not against the Bri t1sh 
Government or the British orkor, but ag nst British :mperi lism 
in its Labour form wo must declare o holy n tional waro Jewish 
lD~our 1n Palestine is too ra~ical for British Impcrinlism~ It ia 
a thorn in tho side of Imperialist plans for the Third Vior1d War. 
Let us declare categorically that Jewish labour in ~alestine will 
not permit its country to become a stratogic military base anti 
a springboarl for the attack on the Soviet Union~ For this reason 
the new orientation toAmerica is an illu8ion ond a ~eception. This 
would mean at this time, an orientation townrds ultr~-capit list 
American Imperialism which will ultimately turn against the 
~regressive elements of the Yishuv. Therefore he recommended a 
thirJ alternative, alignment with the s00it~}i progressive forces 
of the Soviet Union. He demanded that from ~~~D~ne a mighty 
greeting should oe sent to allthose people who .re struggling aa we 
were against forces of imperialism. We should stretch out a ahnd 
to the Arab masse~, straining under the yoke of their exploiters, 
not as foes but as friends, united in a common effort for free~orn. 
He w as against defeatism and evil compromise, against Zionist 
oomplac0n0y ~a or Socialist self-satisfaotion0 He called upon 
the movemont to repu~iate the irresponsible Revisionist adventurers 
who once aimed at uniting us with the Fascist 1Ussolini in order to 
fulfil their dream of breaking the Histadruth, destroying laoour 
positions and enslaving the Jewish working massesv 

Rabbi Herschkovitz, speaking in then me of the remnant of the 
Jewish people, os~ecielly those left in Hungary, expressed his thanks 
to the Jews of all ro unt~ies am espe ially the Jews of falestine for 
their material and moral support from the time of their great 
suffering until this day. He also thanked the Rea Army which had 
rescued the remnant of Hungarian Jewry. The delegate recalled that 
50 years ago Hungarian Jewry did not senJ a single delegate to the 
Zionist Congress being un illing to participate in the movement. 
Today there wo re 13 de leg tes and a new spirit had arisen in Hungarian 
Jewry, the spirit of H1bat Zion. In the Jewish schools of Hungary 
3,Ooo children were learning Hetrew. The Jewish youth was training 
~tself in Hachsharah camps and was turning towards Aliyah and 
Chalutziuth. The Hungarian who once symbolised assimilation ~ere 
anxious today to indentify themselves with the Jewish people~ 
Hungarian Je ry does not wish to see distinctions made between 
Hungarian Jewry, Polish, Rumanian, Amorican or other Jewries. We 
were the children of one people working to a common en~. The 
Hungarian Government is making genuine attempts to deminish 
anti-Semitism, but the hatred of the Jews is groat~ We have only 
one solution, to rebuild Eretz Israel- The link between the remnant 
of Jewry and Eretz Israel is Aliyah. The speaker concluded by saying 
that every state is trying to halt Jewish immigration - only one 
state could make it possi~le, tho Jewish St teo 

.Mt:~ .... L.-Yi~ha~abu .(J~hrul J:.J.ami). 

Tho delegates aid it would have been well for Congress to discuss 
the position of the Jews in Eastern countries. It might have 
oroadene1 their political horizon. He eepecially mentioned the 
most tragic ot these communities, the Yemen whioh for centuries had 
drunk the cup of bitternia to the full and vbose position had worsened . 
in the last few years. 
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P0 haps t.hose Je s may st1 rvive tho l)nrdon of op;>ression 

from the r bs~ Thero was; however) tho ndditbn nl burden of 

hunger and disease without any msJ·~al alleviation And doath was 

taking its toll~ They had also· to cope with the low which 

permitted the kju11apping anc forciol0 conversion of Jewish 

orphanso Ag inst these two sc ._ •. u..,gos tho Jews of Yomen see only one 

way out - tho way o Palostine~ For these reasons they were 

streamine; 1n their thousands towa rds Pales-Line ~· towards Aden 

which they see as the gate ay to Pnlostine~ Tho del g te painted 

a tragi(j pictcre of the pl1g}1t, of th0 refugees and emigrants in 

Aden and eaid ·that the burning q'-lestlon was that of certificates. 

The Jews in Yemer.1 know weJ.l that. t-hero a .re no certificates: they 

know of the groa-i- ~uff oring of those who re already in Aden, 

ne~ertheless they still come in the hope that Aliyah may be possible. 

Attempts hav-e beeD made ·::,o prevent more from coming until those 

already the~e ar~ aesDred of co~tlficate&, bu~ to no availo It seems 

that their s uffor1ng hos reac:10d brea?ing point 

On ~he r wa-y- the-y pass throt:gh territories inha"bited by savage 

tribes given to roboo ry and mu.rJ.erc. Beir.ig neither Yemenites nor 

subjects of Ade:.n they are holµIess and c onsidered outside the law. 

Many perish on the way~ They were receiving help from the Joint 

on the 1nit1ati,1e of the Jewish Agency; bnt much more could be Jone, 

One pound ua:n save a Jewish li.fe Dviring tho last fe years 6,000 

Jews from the Yemer:. 1.iave arrived in Pa.Les ·:Jine and had been settle 

at a cost of onle 1/2 million pou s, B twe n all the new arrivals 

2;000 Yemenite Jews sorved in the forces~ And Jews from the lEmen 

can be found in every chalutzig under ~king in P lestine~ It is 

only right they should be considered s equal in national help an~ 

rescueo The orJd w s prone to conc ider the problem of refugees 

as being that of Europe an J owry on·ty" But there were 45,000 Jews 

in tho Yemen and who know ho ma!ly more amongst the tribes in the 

interioro 0nJ.y last ye~r and emiss ary brought Dews of a Jewish 

trlbe in Khaban; cut. off for conturios from Jo lsh life end living 

liko the r: -:. .,.ghbouring bedouinsc He conc]uded by saying that in 

common with all other Jews the Jows of Yemen were beating at the 

gates of Pales tine and would not r ·st until the gates were wide 

open.:i 

The speake:r a aid he appeared not as a representati V'e of any 

party but es a man in the street, unacquainted with hairsplitting 

ideologies: but weigl ed down 1th Jewish sorrow o 

No oDe could gainsay the achievements oft.he Executive. But 

his impress . on waq tho.t. i:,hey had no clear J j_ne and sought only e. 

mandate to be lluwed to continue in the same way as before. It is 

almost impoosible to secure information as to hat really happened 

in Paris 0 
Members of the Executive visit1ng America had given 

diverso reports· on what transpired 0 Dr~ ~reizm nn was full of 

status quo. Ben Curion repudiates partition and calls for return 

to Biltmor•e: Ben Gnrion says tho imminence of the Morrison-Grady 

plan was tha re son for the Paris decision whereae Goldman says 

t.he reason was the deadlock in negotiations" "' nn they no-t. agree 

as to what the reason was? Dro Goldman says this is the first time 

that the U0
S 0 Govttrnm nt has s,~1Jported Jew sh proposals. But 

American delegates who had worked to secure Government influence, 

ar not so optjmistico 



• 
Tho truth is thot ~ is not tho first timo thrt the Amoric.11n Government ho.d off 0red real support(/ t one time the. woro rond}J oven to tho point of using their army to m~ko ~ r~al ontribution. But Brit ain side-tracked this intention. Whnt 1s tho us 0, therefore, of deluding oneself about achlovemants which~ tot exist. Tho speaker detected a ne ' tone in the discussion on 11, hethor or not one should go to the London Conference - thero was oven su gstion that wo ,hould go unconditionallyo 

~r~-1~_§£h~.f!r&]~rt_iQ~pQr;u_Z1Qn1~1~ 

Dr~ Schwnrzbnrt S3id 1 t Vl3S signific .9.nt th t ho followed tm representative of Polish J i·ry., Ho, Dr9 Schwo.r..;bnrt, represented Polish Jewry during tho war nd ass uch he j oins in paying tribute to the groat efforts of Polish Jowry an~ to th81r hopes for the restoration of a free and d0mocr~ti 0 lifo~ w~ hod not only to overcome the nog tive ttitude of Gr0 t Britain, but the pronounced in~ifferonco of Soviet Russi o For in our struggl to enlist UnitGd ations' support we could not count upon tho Soviet Union, In 1945 tho Jewish Communist Party h d pu::lished a crodo whi h contained opposition to he Jo ish ~tote and f'r ee mmigr tion, and which doolarod that they stood for immigration only under joint rob-Je vish control, This should not be ovurlooke ~ We are accused of teing ,.,b . in the wake of Soviet po er pol tics. It should be made r.lean from this pl tform that wo are not tied to ny Power, we re the prossion of· the rositive tendanoi as in Jewish lifeo 

Quoting r, eizmann's letter, t ng o t the t erms u on ihlch wo should go to the London •1 onfer ne e , ::- vo Sch or:c.;D rt sa J there was no roason to chongo this Exe cu tivo ~ecision., I f th Executive h~d not succeeded in thoir fforts to chong0 the basis of the Conference since Septomber what chanco h ve we now if wo go to the London ConfbronceQ 

He was ono of those who in 1937 vot d for partition, but today none 0f the thr possibilities independence on both siies of the Jordan a J,wish State on ona si1e or ~nrtition wos rel s9.~le nd pur discussion was purely theoreti~ ol o The time for docision h snot come and the wey out would boa r E.p titian of tho formula of 1937 by which the Executive was in power ton oti to~ Th real task of the Congress •• s to dt7 l with the orooti on of a United front for the J ish peoplep The f ct t~ .t other J~wish organisations did not accept th~ invitation without the Jewish Agency has made a deep im?ression upon th Gov rnment. 

_.r__..., ,L Q:~0~ ~ l.Qr_Jfl£!]'.1 ~j. Q;t2i~.~~)._ 

i. Gnessier, ~evisionist dolegate for North Africa, began by saying that at the moment the eyos of th& refugees in Europe were turned in 1esperDt1on to the Congr6ss for help and tho prou~ and dignified resistance of Palostino vl ees its hopes u1on us to secur e th t which is our o Ho oc1dresse.1 himsolf to the Congress to make his mod0st contri1:ution Jewry in France and Africa rupresented the secon\l gr (:/at concentrution of Je so North African Zionism had d vAloped out of tho1r suffering in the ar and had found in Revisionism the integral doctrino of Herzlp o~d the example of 



• 
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J abotinsky o R:'ench Nol"th Africa and the Zioni sm t o be f ot: nd there 

had assumed a great import ance as it wa s an int egra l p art of 
France, not the Frano e of Vichy, tut th t generous Franco ihich 
had subscribed through its groat son Cnmoon to tho Balfour 
noclaration~ North African Zionism was also import ant bocause it 
was a country with an Ar ab majority and h a ffirmed from the 
platform that frl0ndshitJ between J ew and Arab coul b0 0st ablished 0 

The problem co1..;.ld be solved if Gr oat Britain would scrupulously 
resp ect the terms of the Mandate" Ho beli Et ved that uni t y c ould 
be established among the Jewish poopleo Gur force wo ld be 
irresiotible c. 

Mr~ E,. Li obenstoin (Ichud Olami) 
.--.. - .... .-.... ..,._ .. ..,._ ... po...---·- , • ·,,114- - , -------~ ... --- , ~-· - . - , 

The a poaker felt tha t the Congr~ss had been 0ond~cted in the 

style of a mess meeting and thor0 wn~ l\ttle moral encouragement 

to take back to Palestine. Our main obstacle was the att i tude of 

the British governmento As to the Arabs they were hopelessly 
divideuo ere it a question of Jews and Arubs a way out would be 

possible~ It was strange that during ~iscussions on the J e ish 
State ther& were possibilities of co11ta~t with .:rabs wh ereas when the 
State was not being discussed disturbanc es broke out. He bel i eved 

British opposition was due not so much to British imp eri8lism 
but that they were afraid of the politic al, industrial and technical 
strength of the Jews in Palestineo nd the ~orrison Plun was more 
convenient for the British than any other Zionist d~mando The 
Morrison plan aimed at unlimited British rule and the interruption 

of Jewish immigration and colonisationc It would f ail and the 
British will have to find nether solution~ 

The lines of our struggle ould bo comµlicateJ, but partition 

was dangerous and should only be undertaken if thor e is no other 

way outo It is doubtful whether tho partiti on prop os al as timely. 

It was a teehnical error. And he did not acc ept the view that 

President Truman had suddenly become enamoured of the l ane They 

will either offer us a J ewish State within the framework of the 
Marrl.eon plan or accept the Goldman plan without a J ewish State. 
No such compromise aould be accreptod. Many bolieve that important 

British circles are willing to agree to a viable Jewish State, but 

he quoted a "Timea 11 article which denies that the JE.wieh State oo uld 

solve the Jewish problem. Congress sbould not, decide against 
going to the London Conference, for if t })ere is hope of success 
a last attempt should be me.de. Let them not be able to say that if 

we had gone we might have avoidod sacrifices am suffering~ 7he 

decision might :e left to the Executive but with three conditions 

(1) that it be a Jewish State in Palestine undivided, (2) 
continuation of work 4urlng tho period of negotiations am (c) 
unity in defence organisation 0 Finally, hes aic, we were approaching 

a decision and we should not underestimate the smnll things nor be 

r1 eterrod by the large ones., 

21:E~!l-1?.!3:~ ~r._1 ~~!:.~~~!-~~-l!!:E~ l_!!!~~-!:~£~U 
--

The speaker brought groetings from tho Mizrachi in P~l n and 

from tho Jewish communities there, He disagreod with ~r~ Berman's 

estimate of conditions in that countrj and said that we needed 

one orientation towards our own traditionso 
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Polish Jowry did not ask for sympathy, it wishod to take its 
own part in the struggle for freedom of' our oeople" But resistance 
coulil. only 0-0 conducted on a. organised basis, The speaker told 
of· the thrill of pride which passed throngh P n-Iish Jewry when they 
he~rd of toe new religious settlements in Palestine, but it hurt 
them when they hearc that thore were settlements conducted on an 
irreligio~a basiso When he in~isted on treaditional observonce in 
the central organisations of Poland he was asked whether things were 
better inPalestine. 

M!:Ll.2£.!ll~B-~.Q~n_.( G~~~~~1.-~!.Q!?1 !it el, 
Mr. Cohen a.aid c,ongress s hould make UD 1 ts mind to concentrate 

on the redemption of Israel and the creation of an independent 
Jowish Palestine. The o:ply discussion can po on ways and means. 
The Biltmore resolution ias the result of a natural proces~ baaed on 
three faoto~s, ~he British retreat from the Mandate, the World Wer 
which opened new horl~ons for Jewish demande and the ._ crystallisation 
of the Jewish vital forces. The Biltmore programme was not the final 
aim of' our movement. Had we been ablo to c ontioue under the Mandate 
we should not have proclaimed Biltmore. He opp~sod the contention 
of Hashomer Hatzair that we had td find a new aZJyo Tha world had 
had dis appointing results from the gr0at . powers. We h_ad been 
bitterly disappointed in the new GQvernmont in England and whioh had 
now declared we r against Jewish achievements in Palestioo. The 
speaker expressed his astonishment, at Dr. Goldman 1 s ·words. He did 
not believe that by s hortouts we could achieve anything. There should 
be an end to the policy of aooeptlt1~ de("l15ions in advance. 

M~_M!.......22l.2~.Q!!_lM!~!~£h!L 

The speaker brought·greetin~ from the surviving Jews of ijunga~y. 
He said that not enough was known of the wond~r~ l work of 'the Jewi~h 

'undergroum "which achioved great things with the help of t~e Swiss 
Government. The whole of Hungn.riA.n Jewry was d&eply gro.tefu.l ~o the 
Swiss Governmont. Tens of thousands of Jews wore saved. The speaker 
paid tribu to to the Joint and said th&t today there were 140, cop 
Jews of wbom over 120,000 were ma~ntained by the Joint. Tpough the 
country was umer a democratic Government, ?Ubl.tc opinion was pclaoned• 
The Zionist question was one of life and death for t-hem, He aslkd 
Oongress to find a solution for the prol:lem of Hungarian Jewry. r.t\r\e 
speaker hoped that Hungarian Jews would still play an important roll 
in the great work before the Zionist movemento 

MONDAY NIGHT SP EEC HES ... ,..., ... -..-,, ....... _,, ........... ~ ,.,.._ ...... ,,,. .... ___,, __ ,,,,,. 

At the close of the political debate which is reported 

above, important speeches were delivered by Dr. Chaim W~izme.nn, 

Mr. David Ben Gurion, Dro Ab"'.:a Hille_l Silvor and nr. Stephen Wise. 

'!'hose will appoar in full in tbe neJ.rt issue of the Bullotln. 
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General Zi on is t ) 
l "hud 0 .:. '·i!'L i 

~chdut Avodah 

Genn ·al Ziorn t 

I:,hud O lami 

Mizrahi 

Revi s1 onis t 

'V lCE-CHA. IDMEN 

Gt·mer a l Zionist 

Ic i.ld Olami 

izrahi 

{ Ichud Olami 
(A ~lidut avodah 

Reyi s ionist 

G-neral Zionist 

General Zionist 

ovisionist 

Ic;l ud Oltilr.i 

i.r o Z"'" lomn Rubishov vras elected Cha.i'.A.-inan of the Standing Cowmi ttee 

Mr Dmiiel Fri sch Vice..Chairman of the Standing Ccmni ttee . 

-------------------· ---- ----- • 

MAR IT Dm J)il. . ~ 

T. • gather mg of friends and supporters of the a.lest ine Kari time League 

hel d yesterday took a novel form" 'l.'Vlo pa,.rt ies one in the m"'rning and the otber in 

the afternoon embarked on a Rhine steaner and the meeting was held whilat the ship 

sailed along tbe Rhine, with tn.s particjpation of representatives of a. nUJDber of 

countries. At the mast of the ship : the flag of the Le&~e with the Hebrew Name 

Ch vel Yami Leisrael flew and attracted the attention of passers by. 

Mr o So Tolkoweky ,a c-BoE o r the Chairman of the Let-.&Ue who presided, said 

that Jews had had an unbroken connection with the sea. throughout the centuries. 

The Crowning aohievement in Mari tin,e activ! ty was the establishment of the Ba.tional 

shipping canpa.ny 11 ZDI'', ttl) first step in the creation of a Jewish Kerohant -Jrav,.. 

Tlleir first ship, the ''Xe~a.h" of 3,000 tan9 would shortly be in C(l]'ll'liasion. It 

v,ould carry about 300 passengers and a JeVTish crev,. l1easrs e Jo Frischman, 

J r Schrier, o.nd M. ..... Rivlin members of the conrnittee, reported on the activities 

of the League in ~alestine and a.broad~ describing the Fishing Research Station of 

m-.... 1 -ra , the building of tre.L.Y1ing boats" the H~if Nautical School, the Sailors HOWi • 

and oth3r rand.± .cations of tre League o Peuest ine has 25.,000 meJrl>ers, a.nd the bud

ea t of ~e .. ~ue in 1946 was 50,000 pounds, derived solely frrm membership fees and 

contributions c 



• 
• 

• 

.. ] 5 . 

p;- ,>fessor Brodct~k:y , It~~hak Gr.uenba'lun, .Abbet IU11.: ushi, and z. Shragai 

addres :e he gatrer .ing., s tessing the importnnco 01 mari tirr.e devaloi,ment, and the 

role of tm Lea.gi.1eo Ra.bbl .P. .. fasscr ;;brahams bI·ought greeitings fran the branch 

h 1 South Afrlca, of vh ich he 1s ~':::-esident ~· and -ir-: i 1: urice Rosette 9 a member of 

the Br it ish Commit tee spokeo Advocate Golub of Italy ancl 1 o Ra. t'ler of Germany 

described the Maritime training of refugee~ at Fano nd Degondorf.., ll'.i." o Lorner 

b:t'OG ~h +; g~eet ing s fr an the ne11ly es ta blishell b1·a.tt-h in Rou.maniao 

---------------------------------------

Child!"en and Youth Aliy&li will hold a. meeting on Sunda:y~2~d J;)eceuper. 

in tn3 1 te afternoon~ Pa.rt1cti.la1s with reg'l.rd to time and place will be nnnou."'lced 

v,1 thin the next days~ For h1formation~ ]!lease enquire at the Youth Aliyeh Cf:fio,t, 

CQ_:gg_re s e _.Im .. tJAlM.s Mu~lf? l'll)e s f1 e 

.ll.51:l_m_E_E]JI IBJT IQN (' 

The ex.hi bit ion "20 yea_ s • Record of J av1 ish L""ldus tri R-1 Deva lopmen t in 

Pal estinou 
1 

which is held in the Ba.sle: Halle (opposite the Congress Bullding) 

a ttracts a la.r~ numbe:- of v·s1to1·s ave~y dayo The Congreso delegates, the guests 

anl the local visito~a show a great interest towards the differont branches of this 

exlnbition
9 

and they receive a <10•,ailal ansv1&r to their questions fran the ma.n ge_. 

ment :, In order to give th'? visitors an opportunity to get n.cqnainted with the 

various i terns of speci a.l 1nt.erest to them in the different bro.nd1es of industry, 

the management is ready to arr'"nge s_pecifJ.1 conductea tau.rs in different languages, 

according to requesta All those interested aro requested to apply in this matter 

to the :Department of Trade anl Indru;t!y o f. t he €,-nish gency" in the Congress 

Buiding 
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22ND ZIONIST CONGRESS: CONCLUSIO OF INETEE TH SFSSION~ --- -- -. ... .. .... ..... --- ,... - - .... -· . .. ~ ..... - . ~ -· --- . .. ~ ,.. .. ~ 

Following the addresses of Dr .. Grnnov .... ky and • r<> Leib J ffe at the Nineteenth Session (publishdin Coi-igrcss Bulletin o., 10) 7 the Chairman, the Rev. J ~K. Goldtloom axpr ,s sed appre~ i s tion t o all engaged in national fund-r aisin~ work Our emissaries had accomplished much in the last t ;onty years, he sa id, in mobilising the resources of the Jewish people for the u~bui ! ding o our homeland. 

The Chairman then called upon Sir Leon Simo ~ one of the ol est English Zionists, and ot present c haI:rmaii-of .. f~1e Hebrew Uni versi ~. in Jerusnlem. 

Sir Leon Simon s aid that he had bed1 a Zionist for 45 ye rs, and h·d participated in many Zionist Con rdssesd B t this was the first time he had ha the honour to r on th9 tribt1n:1 of Congress o He brought greetings from the Institution hich was closely connected with the Zionist mov eme nt on ··th our nBtion~l renaiss nce 0 Sir Leon talked of the progress at the Ui..lvorsi"Ly which tod .r had 150 Readers and Lecturers, a nd thouson stu eritso Nost o the students ere ?alest1n1ons ; but thore were a n:1 _ber from othor countries, includin the United States o Amer ~. 0 All br n0hes of learning were represented at the University flcultieso Up to no, there was no Faculty of Medicine, owin to a 1 ck o te bing personnel. But now this di iculty was bout to be remedie 1
; nn: a department was about t o bo set up ~hich 1oul train the o~tor~ whieh the Y1shuv will need~ 

During its existen0e, the ,rnivers ty ha h d to fen fo.,:· itre l " There was no University in the wor d wh 0h d 1 not receive nn 1 ncome from various mr-ces, as , for exnmple ~ interest on lee. ies, or Government subsidi EJs . Tho Hebrew University could uount on nothing of this kind . 1th great difficulty: it wns com elled to secure donations from the public s~i~ ted in America , Britain nd other c oun tries • 

But this could not conti~1e; sa Sir Loo J The University would be compelled to continue its collectionv, b !t the time.had come when the Zionist movem~n t and the Jewish Ag0n0y would hav to come to the help of the Universityo 

The budget of the University no amount d to D400 ,00 J Ar~ when the edical Faculty would opbn. this ould be conside1 blJ increased. It Moul mount t o be t oen n500,000 and ~600,000o The Zionist Crganis3tion, SRid Sir Loon, had to contr .bute t least ~100 , ooo annually to tho bu t of th Uni \Tersi L.7 o This as a modest demand, an Sir Leon hop d that the delegotes to the Congress i thout distinction of porty wm.1 1 d su vo· t. i"'" ... nd help the Hebrew Un~ versi ty to fulfil 1 ts import.~ nt t "3ks in ._-ie coming years o 
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The Twentieth Sossion of Congross oponed on Thursd~y 19th 
DecembBr, 1946 at 8 p.m. under the chairm0nship of Jr. L.Gurfinkel4 
Dr. E. Schmorak, member of tho Ex~cutive of the Jewish Ag ncy, 
dblivorod an address which will appear as n spvcial supplement in 
one of the coming issues of tho Congress Bulletin~ 

Dr. Schmorak was followed by Mr. A. Harzfeld, who opened by 
declaring that we all considerod two factors as the very source of 
Zionism~ Immigration and land s0ttloment. Everything else was 
linkod to these tw0 fundamentals. Yot these two factors were not 
widely discussed at this Congross. Mr. Harzfeld dwelt particularly 
on the two events thst had occurred in the two months before Congress 
had openod; the 'going up' in the N gev; the establishm nt there 
of the eleven settlements in two days; and the arrival of a ship 
with 4,000 immigrants. Yet we hove heard very little about these 
two events, which were not only a symbol of our strength and prospeGts, 
but were also a legacy for the future. 

Mr. Harzfeld went on to describe our concrete chievements dur1ns 
the war years. In the 7-year period sinco the 1st Con ress, 83 
new settlements were created on Keren Kayemeth land with the help of 
the Koren Hayesod, A doscriptlon iving details of this work and 
of the people who had oarr1 ed 1 t out would add a r i ~h cha pt er to oul' 
history. 11 1 think,,, he said, 11 we can h-vo !.l slight brenk and enjoy 
the luxury of thanking 11 thos ho hav holed us to bring this 
miraculous work to fruition." 

The eleven settlements vwhich wore set up in t·~o days hove been 
erected quite differontly from earlier" ~atohto ·er" settlements, Mr. 
Herzfeld went on. ~he reason for th enthusiasm and the extraordins~y 
joy with which the news had bevn greeted was, first, th t we had 
established aid centres for our settlements in the south: Gevulot, 
Bet Eshel and Asluz. Thoso · were three points quite a distance from 
each other and all ere cut off from the rest of Palestine . They were 
n small group of people , livin under very reat hardships,. "I spent 
a night in Beerot Itzhak, the Hapoel Humizrachi settlement near Gaza,~ 
said Mr• Hnrzfeld,"and I hove seen how the Chaverim were brou ht to 
the new settlements. I watched the faoos of the older settlers when 
they thanked the newcomers, saying" e re no longer lone nd isolated~: 

Those people who had to visit Ruhama were compelled to walk f~r 
long stretches, nd sometimes to spend o night in the desert on the 
way. Sudd~nly Ruhama had been enriched with two n -w neighbouring 
settlements. The s me was true of Beth Eseh and other pleoes. All 
our positions in the south re actually established during the war 
and we now felt happier and more comfortable. The arriv 1 of this 
new strength had also increased our sense of security. 

ThEi creation of these now sottlemonts, r. Harzfeld continued, 
was the first concrete manifest tion that wo had ·begun to c...~nsider 
the Negev as a serious practicnl settlement are . But this was only 
8 beginning♦ We had only two or throe prefabricated huts teach 
settlement centre, and they could not yet bo regarded as built-up 
inhabited regions 1n the desort. Such regions were s yet only 
discernible in our mind's ey0, Tho problem of at r suddenly emerged 
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• with grim acmQeness in this desert of the .. : ev~ Only todoy, the 

speaker added, had word been received th ta 1 ater pipe line h9d been 

laid from Nir Chaim and Gvur Am runnin€ to Mizpah Hay m. To or 

three years ago, none had believed that these centres would be able 

to supply water. Today it was clear to all th t tho pl n thqt had 

earlier been undertaken had been fully justified. 

Mr. Hurzfeld hoped that there would be no repro ch at the fact 

that no other settlement news had been he~rd ollo in the nnouncement 

of the celebrated 'Negev Eleven'. The fact is that other settlements 

had beenestablished in ?alestine in the 1st f v, veeks , But after 

this great news of the.Negev with the simultaneous creation of eleven 

the establishment of one or to seemed unnews~orthy by com~ison. 

The speaker went on to outline~ settlement plan whereby 25 to 

30 new settlements could be established fairly soon - a third of 

them in the Negev , This wos not easy, But ht had lready been 

achieved had nlso not bean easy, The 17 new settlements which had 

been created in the year 6707 togethbr with the water supply 

programme in the Negov had cost enl7,ooo, Courage was needed in no 

small degree t0 embark on such nn expenditure. Mr. Chazan had sked 

why this had not buen done a year ago . The question ·as perfectl. 

proper. But the fact was that we hnd no reached such a angerous 

pass that the danger had alone been responsibld for our u~ ertaking 

these ventures in the Negev even though we ha been without tho 

ne6'essary funds. It was danger v~hich h d prompted us to afford e 

luxury we could not otherwise have p0rmitto nurselves . Mr. Hnrzfeld 

ent on to say that the cost of the 30 nev p~ojected settlements 

would be one and a half million pounds. An he s conv need that, 

difficult though it mi ht ba, Wcl should ecure these funds . 

Turning to the question of shipping, Mr . Harzfeld sai that 

when he had heard that one of our ships had rrived brin _in in 

4,000 people, he had been considerably moved. And h0 had ssked 

himself at the time, if we could m na e to brin in 4 ,000, hy not 

e ship with 5.,000 or even 10,000, and t.n brin • in nur 100,000 

immigrants in a year? This would lso be in ccordance with the 

recommendation of the Anglo-Americnn Committee of bnqir which had 

been unanimous on the subject of the 100,000. But this t00 was 

linked to financial considerationi. Tho cost por p e rson was b40 to 

~50. So that or 5 million pounds would be r qu red to bring in 

the 100,000. Our American friends had discusse tod ya budget of 

fifteen million pounds. hen such a sto e had been reached, it was 

not unreasonable to think of another four millions, s~id .Harzfeld. 

We talked of struggle. But what ore we strugglin for? a 

are struggling for the conquest of tho soil . If we talked of 

establishln thirty new sottl monts, e should think of doing it 

now. In six months' time we shoul be prep rln for the next stage. 

Every day we lost was a crime ainst our future. An the some was 

true of immigration.. Those who brou ·ht tho ship i th four thousand 

must not rest- Thero was no time for ah lt in this work . 

In conclusion, Mr. Harzfold soid th tour penetr tion of 

stretches of land which some h d suggested should be prohibited to 

us, did in fact vitiate the pl ns of our enemies designed to obstruct 

our development . "L~t us penetrate further and urther into these 

areas", he said, "and let us bring in mor and m0 B Je s, so th t the 

question of 100,000 will no long r be a world topic of conversation 

but a reality." 
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Ar. Intrilagator (Hopool Hamizrcchi) skud Con ross not to 

for~et when speaking of no· sottlomonts tho position of the 
existing settlements hich ero fncin sp cial di ficulties since 
the end of the war<} During- tho war, loons had been easy to secure. 
Now tho banks woro much tie:htero Tho sottloments er• nevertheless 
faced v·ith the task of taking in nt.:1w immigrants, nd "J hile none 
could refuse to make sacrificos t0 this end , he thought tho Executige 
should undorstand the difficulties nf tho younger settlements nd 
be prepared to help them~ Only then would they be nble to ply their 
part in this vital work~ 

Dr . Shostak (Revisionist) said that it seemed to him that in 
economic policy our institutions wer unwittingly helping the {hite 
Paper poJ_icy, and tacitly accepted ev0ry edict ometimes 1th 
protest nd sometimes even withouta The Yishuv contribute 801, 
of the budget of tho country and of this 90% went to support Arabs. 
Our institutions had cnmpromisod on tho boycott which was not only 
a danger to us, but a monace tn our plans for tho development of 
the Ji ddlo East.., 

In the matter of demobilised soldiers, e had acquiesced in 
bearing the hole burden an in housing the administr tion had 
succeeded in obstructing the housing possibilities of the country. 
All this h3d happened with scarcely a protest. There was nn internal 
politic 1 struggle swell as an external ono . The institutions 
were ominated by one party and this w hindering our development 
and as danger to thG futur0 of the ishuvo 

Dro A~ K· tznolson (Ichud), Dire t0r of He 1th of th Vaad 
Leumi) complained thBt th question of pr ctic ~l nd constructive 
work had not aroused sufficient interost t this Congross . There h d 
been much talk of politic 1 ~ctivism, o.nd not enough of oconomi o 

ctivismo It wns in this thnt tho Exucutive could sho most results. 

Few remembared the fin8ncinl conditions under wbich this Exocutive 
had assumed its duti s. "Thirteen yoars '.lgo" , so.id r . K tznelson, 
"I wns in negotiation with the Exocutive on tho question of Eduction 
vhen this fi ld w9.s t kon ovor by the V'J.ad Leumi. The Executive 
agree t0 contribute n40,000 annu lly to oduc tion~ It had then 
been unab lt:) to a and this sum ovur in c sh. It was compelled to gi vo 
bills, vhich no b3nk ·ould iscount. It was with greet d fficulty 
th t o persu ded a group of bankers to a vance this sum to the 
Va d L umie That is ho the finances 0f the Exdcutive stood 
thi~teen years ago . To oy th financial Commission de ls with a budget 
of fifte~n million pounds, hereas the tot 1 budget of the Palestine 
Administration is bout 20 millions~ All this hash ppenod in 
poriod wh&n ? _ lestin · was t0rn by four years of J\rab disturb nee, 
and six ye rs of wnr. In thuse years, the Yishuv h s rown and has 
become '.li-i import nt f ctor in every economic sphere~" 

Dr Kotzndlson nt on to say th t the ivision of functions 
b t 1uen the e ish . nc nnd the V ad Leumi had bocome a real 
problem~ Beth institutions roco nised that the Yishuv had to take 
ov~r soc1 1 services, such as education, he 1th nd soci 1 work, 

nd this hod in fact b en one., In th 1 st yoar the combined 
budgot. of th .. se three services h d roo.ched five million poun s, and 
only ten per cent hod come from outside ources4 The Palestine 
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Govornmont had contributed only ~2 million or 10 por eent to· rds this five million - and it had dono th t only ~ft r stru £lo. Tho Revisionists had nn eosy remedy for our ifficulti0s in this sphere ~ 
Thoy sug ested handing ov r our schools nd hospitals tn the 
Govvrnmont. Wo did not propose to try this, sai tho spoakuro 

Ono institution alone, Kupat Cholim, vhich carod fr the he 1th of a quarter of a million workers , with a bu get of t ·No milli()n 
pounds, was c0nducted without any outside help, Dr , K.~tznelson 
continued. Thus the wish of Kaplan that Palestine institutions 
shoul becomes elf-supporting was being realised, 

But the Yishuv was not content to c0nfine its elf to its OV'Jn 
institutions. It had played its part throu€h the ational Eu~ds, 
on a scale orthy of comparison with tho largest countries, I the last few years, the ishBv contributed in the three funds ~l,60o,ono and if the Yishuv received a subsidy from the Agency and osked for 
more, it was onw a small part of what they themselvos h d beon ~ivin • . ·-

Explaining the legel position of the Vaad Leumi, Dr . K tznels0n said it had no power to tax the Jewish population. This was only 
within the competence oI' municipalities,tocal Councils, and Communities . , ·1th out funds of its own, the Vaad Loumi s position as difficult 
and it m0ant that tho Jtwish Agency had to a certain oxtent to c~ntinue to bear their .flno.ncial rusponsibili ties ., 

Dr. Katznelson then outlined tho future pl nns: the Yishuv had 
contributed 175,000 pounds last year to education. This nul have to be increased, for the education bud- t wns affected more th n 
nny other by the increased cost of 1 vin ~ furthor spheres were the 
encouragement of Hebrew among the new immigrants and spec ol 
attention to the physical education of the y()uth af ter y rs of 
ne lect, a vital mutter if we were to r0pare 0ur youth for ork 
and defence. There was also the problem of chil wolli re, m0thorcraft 
and the need for a family endowment fun to h 0lp 1 r e fomili s n 
to help increase the birth rate in? lostine. Everythin ~hich this 
Con ress o 1 o to help ?alestine's institutions vas in issolubly 
bound up with the progress of Z1onism, snid Dr1 K tznolson, in 
c0nclusion. Helping the Yishuv to stand on its own feet is s0und 
Zionist policy, and this policy must be supported an understoo 
by this Con ress. 11 

Dr. Katznelson as followed by Ar •. Ba er (H shomer Hatzair) 
ho dtdared that the single shaft of light that ha penotr ted our 

darnkness in the last grim years had been our achievom0nts in 
Palestine. It was only fair to pay just tribute to Mr . Kaplan fo r 
the one positive sset wo possess. But hero our crit cism began~ 
r. Kapl n ha g<Jne in too much for the consolid tion of our finances . After such a war, fter the vast need to rescue our brethren and 

develop tho Yishuv, after such an expansion which had deman ed 
colos sol investments, after such perio . ~ tho J e· i sh enc should have borrowed more, and should have incroasod its indobtedness still 
further. If this was not so, one of two things hod happened: eithclr 
the Jewish Agency had not fully exploite all the v ilable 
possibilities, or it had not itself borne the ~urden o immigrant 
absorption, but transferre that burden t0 the shoul ers o the 
settlements. The fact is th t both thins ha happened, that 
opportunities had boen missed and no~ enough av nt _eh d been taken 
of all the development prospects-
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Mr. Jader went on to say thQt tho Ch~lutzik section of the 
~1shuv w s bearing a disproportionate sh~ro of tho feneral burden 
as n result of this false economic olicy to c0nsolidat0 the 
fin nces of the Jewish f.gency. Mr K!:1plan ts 0rds are themselves 
the best indictment of the exaggerated consoli ntion policy he 
was purnuing. It may havo been alright thlrteen years ago . It was 
a mii.stake during thew ar and it vn1s q mistske to y, Gt this moment 
of our strugglo. Tho sp~aker addod th~t he could not avoid the 
conclusion that the illusion of a Stnte had influonced this 
poss1b1litz. Fifty years agoo, H0rzl ha s id 'Thin~s create 
conditions and this was just as true today 

Dr. S. Moses(Aliyeh Chadashah) p id tribute to r. Kaplan for 
his ork during a di.ffi cult period an underlinod the question of 
an Economic Buroau which Mr. Kapl~n had demandod. Wu hoped that 
Congross would act upon this proposal ·,hich hnd been accepted in 
principle by more than one Congress~ tlegding this bureau should 
be a non-party man, inn permanont appointmont which could not be 
subject to turmination without a three fourths majority of the 
Actions Committee. 

Speaking of budget policy, Ar.roses thought that two chan es 
should be made: changes in organisation ond in the budget itself. 
A more intensive and active participation was noedo on the part of 
the competent bodies of the Zionist or .onisation in financial 
activities, and e spociolly in tho practical c rryin out of the 
budget. It would be in the interests of th ~inance Dop rtment of 
the Jewish tgency to work in cnnju~cti_n with special bu et 
sub-committee which the Smallvr ttCtions Corrnnittee should set up. 
As r gards the budget itself, tho Ju is gency had not taken into 
consideration the difforont sections~ the Yishuv . In tho 1st 
seven years only far per cont of the goneral co onisation bu _e t 
had been allotted to middle-class colonis tion~ It was imperative 
that this p~rcentage b substnntially incroased. Dr . ~~ses also 
demanded larger support for RASSCO, ~hich cnncorned its lf with 
middle-class settlemont and incrensod subsidies fnr industry s 
well as for shipping and fishin. In this s hvre, the pioneerin~ 
elements repr0sonted in the shippin companies h d beun given no 
support ,your national institutionso Tho s oakur demanded that the 
budget s'hould be altered to tako into consi ur tion the vitally 
urgent neees of these ol~ments which had so far boen treated es 
stop. child ran. 

Mr. Shmuel Dayan (Ichud) sni th t noi, a~ t 0r twenty five years 
of our work and achievoment , the Ruv1s1on st elo ate c me along 
and aslllod us to hand ovor ._, vorything to thorn -- 3.nd th y 0uld lead 
us to greater gains than the Zionist Organis tion h d been able to 
effect! e could not ignore and Zionist history could not deny 
that throughou~ this wholu period, they, the Revisionists , stood 
outside, and did uverything thy coul to h nder nd destroy . This 
was their achiuvement. And therHforo our people will hand no task 
over to them. Mr. O.yan wont on to speak of the tr~mendous 
accomplishments wbi. had beon effvcted in tho last t enty five 
years ospit the difficulties nd grim stru gl s. He spoke 
especially of the Emek, which had just celobr tod its twenty-fifth 
birthday. But, said the speaker, we could not be self-satisfied. 
Wt stoOfi ·before the blank woll 0f th0 hitEJ ? per , before a road 
wfltch w• blocked. le had to consolidate our settlements in every 
pert of the country and develop everything cap ble of evelopment. 
This was ·our real task in the yo rs botwoc.n Congresses. 
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Mr. Daynn concluded i ith th~ um nd th , t fifty p Gr cent of 
the Zionist budget shoul be allottod too .ricultur 1 settlomont 
and colonisationa 

~r. Shutzborg (Hnshomcr Hatza ir) ~lso obs ·rv d that too 
lit t lo attention h r-d b o en poi d to c0 lo ni s ~ t i n. nd th i s s 
symptomatio of the trend of thou ht in nut movement which no longer 
put vnrk and development in th0 f0rofr0nt of it prorramme . Ho went 
on to describe the gre t advances vhich h'1d boen ma e inn ricultur9l 
tochnique and specislist skill in ~~lvstine. Sp nking 0f th0 ef oct 
of the war on the settlements, rnr . Shutzburg S'lid th·:i t their 
position ns grave •. r. K pl n h~d not oxplainod why this was so, 
but ho, the speaker, said that th0 r e son w~s tha no s ottJements 
hould not be creatod unl ss a nu c0lonis tion bu get had boen set up 
at the same time. In adilltion to provi ing tho land and the water, 
they needod tn be adequately financed. Tho limitations of the 
Extjcutivo budgt.:t were kno.1n~ But the speaker was not convinced that 
their restrictions should havo been so ri id in face of the 
difficulties of the s0ttlcments. "I boli0v0", s id Mr. Shutzberg 
in conclusion, "that w are on tho evo of • reat Aliyah .. And if 
v.o want to see theso now immi __ rants comin on to the land, we must 
do everythine pos~ible to unable th0 sottlomonts to undert~ko this 
great task." 

Mr, Kalmer (Hapool Ashizr chi) dealt in his speech with the 
condition in town am village. This quostion ho said had not been 
given its prop0r place in r. Kaplan's dress. Spoakin€ of the 
Jewish workers in the ornn e rovu, . K lmer s nid that the Jo ish 
Agency had not giv n them sufficiunt ttuntion. Th~rc w s 
eonsid erable diffvrenoo b t u0n thu ~ _o l ovels in rural oran o 
groves and in th~ towns. nd it ns n coss ry to givG constructive 
help if J owish labour w s to b . ttr ctod to the grovos . There was 
also the problem of housin . for this typo of 1~orker, and acoo unt 
should bo taken of this in the h8nd lin[ on tho housin bu get. 

I • 

This concluded th ; Twentieth Sossion. 

~ . - _,.. . ·- ----, -- ·--- ----· -- . - .... .._.. ... . 

D~ .. th of 1Ar . Jacob FishmAn 

Wo regret to annou nee the su d(Jn d t1 th in B slo on Fri y 
night, 20th ocombcr, of Mr . J ~ coo Pishm n., Eaitor of the 
Now York Jbv ish v'!ornin J ourn 1.. He ·as 69. Mr. Fishman 
had com here as a mumbcr of tho Unite 6t tos ele ation 
to Con ress, arrl •ns a valued m0mbGr of tho Political 
Commis ion. H h3d boen ctivo in Con russ work up to 
th0 vory moment of his do th. 

One of th0 bust loved fi ures in Jewish life, /Jr. Fishman 
had a long and distin uihse rccor of promin nt Zionist 
leadership, A writ6r an journ list of distinction, ho 
was one of the r~at Yi ish oditors 0f his enor tion. 

The funer 1 will tak pl ce on Aonday 23rd December ,1946 . 

------ -- ·----·------~-----------.. -------
' . 
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Ar, El ez6r Kapl n's ddress 
(continu&.J) 

part of rnr-.1 Knplan. 1 s address 
Tuesday Decembur 1 ?tl1. rr·~s published in 
Congress Bulletin To< 10 .. Her0 is th 

on 

second part~ The speech, translutod from 
tho Yiddish, is rvprcducod in full.1 Ill 

An additional f · ctor st mulating· thf• dovoloument of the 
agr cultural settlements were th0 r:ew immigrants., The sottlements 
wore the absorbing ground for Youth Aliya~, as woll as for adult 
immigr~ntsg On the 1st Octobor of this year, the country absor ed 
4,376 young p0ople und 1 1 000 adults ~n tho 3ettlomen So In lean 
times., tho aocoptanco of these lrrnnigr nts plac,0d a heavy "t·urnden on 
tho s ettlemor.teQ Thore is , moral obllgnt1on on th Jo, ish Agency 
and the Koren Hayoso·: to mncarn thom ..... 0lvo3 bo1--t this absorption. 
I havo al.r0a'-1y me:::1tionod tho l argo sc:ms whc8o a~low-ntion f0r 
agric ltural sottloment ond cnlc:~~1sati. 0.1 s u.g o, ~ upon for th 
yoar 5707 - bl,450;000 for c~u ting now ~0ttlumonts ~nd for 
d evoloping tho 0x1stin o::iusu ·r')day, out o~ 33,.· of tho aforo-
mentioned settlomonts, th rv nr0 J ,~, u-:-1L1~."' tbo suprvision of tho 
Colonisation 001-,nrtmo!it o mu J · i • st r .1:.(:,y an · dependent on its 
budget(> Cons0qu,.:n1tly thu rcJs0 1r;:c~ ~u1 .... c. wt1 ha-.J0 avaiJ.rol · for 
extended dovelopmon°1J ro small; som•J '·. 1.i ·1o s 1 ndie, ~ousl, small, in 
rc::lation to nee~ s~ U.::idur rrus '....r . .J f1f n c e,0 si..,y 1 the s ettloments 
have sought other w ys out 1 t.h J r:nv, , .rnic ,d lo r.s on the pr vato 
mark0t-Q During tho wat> 1 • he.in monoy W'.:'fJ ·· 10ntiful 7 loans ore freely 
offered~ And short-t0rm lean~ w0rL t i k n for ~uilding houses, for 
planting7 for extending wat,or upplios, <J t00 u\:lspito the high c0st 
of inv0stmont during thu w · r~ H s l<Jng 0s ho s andard of li vi n 
rose 1th tho cot of living a3 j_one; ns there an prospority, the 
whe:els turnod smoothly., ?'.lt • lr:,o.,~y durinE th o last yoar and a hal.f 1 

conditions have ~egun to turn to tho · 1sndv~nt go of tho gricultural 
settlemontso nny are ex00rioncing suvoro :in nci 1 stra nw And 
the problem of r0storing th~ sountnoes nnJ 0con0mic health of m ny 
of th ir ostat s is pr ossing Conversion occupios a porman0nt fJlaco 
in tho plons which tho Agricultu~al Dupartmvnt of tho Jewish Agoncy 
and tho concurnod p rti · s havu p::-,oparc..du Thuro aro, h0wovor-, oth r 
quostions 1 some far-reacnina~ How ~re wo 7 for example, to finance 
our sottlomonts in tho yoars 110 ? Ne prcolcm G n be fundamentally 
solved by loa~~., o can, of cu su, ~ornand thnt the proportion of 
tho Keren Hayosod ,~ovotod t oo. 1cu,ltu.ro.l dJv0lo:ment sholl be 
incrcasedo This, howovur; means compo ..... t.:on ~.L~h other important 
fiolds which st n, ln oqual nuuJ •-· .:1y' h.l soc.:{.city, political and 
othor work" 'lo sought to oszabJ.ish 1holo r;:,.ng of undt1rtokin s 
whic:i could assume tLe bur.1 Jn of fi )1anc1ng a pa ... t of tho colonisation 
budget., u have tr ..... cd to rr.ob 11so roso Y-vOS 011 tL10 private market-> 
But exporionce hos sr:ow:i tha~. thoy c n holp o~~ly hon the basic 
budg t of colonisatLon has ~von 0o~oro o 
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Sooner or later, · hethor it ants to or not, the Zionist 
movom0nt will havo to foce thu question of nation · l planning nd a 
national budget. I havo mont1onod tho Koron Kayomoth and Karon 
Hayosod. Those two dopartmonts a ro not sacros uct_ Up to tho 
first world war , tho Keron Kayemoth bnro th0 ~hole burden ~r 
colonisation~ In the first yoars ofter tho fo·-:nding of tho Koren 
Hayesod, tho Koran Kayomoth continued to c rry out its task of 
providing water supplyo Only in 1929 did Congress doci~o - whon the 
1ncomo of tho Keren Kayemoth was subst nti lly lo or than that of the 
Ker0n Hayesod - to froo the Keren Kayemeth from this burden. And 
the K0ron Hnyesod took ovor tho provision 0f water supply. We must 
at all times bo free to consider the methods of our .. _,ork , taking 
into considorstion only one thing: how best can wo build up our land? 

I hove devotod much time and sp co tn financial questions . I 
should liko to ropoat hero what I have s~id many times in Palestine , 
that tho financial problom is not the only one which confronts us. 
We are facod with a whole series of economic and technical problems. 
But in tho financial sphore, I consider it my duty to rocord th t 
all the comparatively woll ostablished settlemonts no regularly 
moet thoir financi'...11 obligations to thu Kcron Hayosod, Moreover, 
thoro were hundreds of sottlomonts, espoci lly oshavim) ho 
considorod it their duty to ropay thoir lonns long bofore they wore 
duo, Moshavim, for oxnmplo , 11kG Nahalal, Kfar Yehoshua , Kfar Vitkin, 
El Yash1v and others. These loans oro not duo for r paym nt for 
a number of years - and thet ore originally lont at small intorest 
rate of two to four porcent. Tho sottlomonts considered it, howevor, 
a matter of honour to ropoy tho loans at tho orliest opportunity , so 
as toe so tho burdon of the Jowish Ag ncy nd enable it to oxtond 
its colonisation projocts. This 1s hem· r p rt of tho explanation 
of tho largo sum by vhich our assots r u incro s d during tho r. 
In tho r port which is bvfore you , you· ill 9lso note tho great 
strides madu in gr1.nultur:.1l r.hnol0e:v h "' +.l-J. in qual t.y nd in 
quantity> 

Lot m say few wor s uuout thv du 1, 1..,.1...,,., _ _ ! .1.n the N0 ov . t,.y 

frionds, we hav~ talked bout the Noguv for a long time. As long as 
27 years go, Dr. oizmann G rried ~bout with him the plan for 
socuring a million dunams in the e ov ., 25 y rs ago e 0st blishod 
o small experiment 1 station at Borr hoba j o soon liquidatod 1t, 
however, and tho Neg0v rom~ined beyond the scopo of our endeavours . 
The new stimulus to tho Nogov c5m from thu lato Joshua H~nkin and 
from M0 sho Smilanskyo This ~s a considorablo nchiovemonta On thoir 
on initiative they ponotratod tho Nogov and conquorod substantial 
stretches. About throe yoars go, t o somo oxtont on tho initiative 
of tho Keron Kayem th, ~c est blishod the 0xporimontal settlements 
11 outposts 11 as wo c lled themo 

These were courageous experim nts, nnd they pavod thew y for 
the colonisation of tho ogev on much 1 rgor scale 0 s you know, 
we ostablishod 11 n0 sottloments in the ogov a few months go~ They 
aro ~oundod on the assumption that w sh 11 either bring w ter from 
a distance, or try to consurve the rnin ater on tho spot. Or we 
may bring w tor . from s ttl~monts 60 to 80 kilom tros North ✓ est of 
Boar Sheba or from pl cos on the coast. This settlement project 
will cost us h600,000 in tho irst sta o of which 350,000 will havo 
to go for provision of watur. We aim to ost~blish nether saven 
sottloments in the Negev and o shall then apply ourselves complotoly 



tot he problem of water . so s t0 ons ~ro n 1:lasi, minimum of 40 
cubic metros per hour f6r oach sottloment 

I do not bulicvo it no,- ssa r:-.v for me to s~-:ress the 
significanvo o~· this projar+ . Thor re in <:,his re ion millions 
of dr.:r:inms, in abit0d by only a fow ··Jens 0f thousqnds of Bedouins~ 
The Gnvornmont has done littlo for ~oi r dovolopmento Our 
presence th 8ro can transform the enLir·o ar0 o '"W o want tho Arabs 
to benefit from our development . and wo hopo th3t it will open 
new horizons for us I can de lnitely stste that or the time 
boing relations aro good botw on us snd our neighbours in the 
Negev<> 

The young people horn e hav~ sunt th ro como from all 
groups and classes., It is indo0d gath.aring of the exiles 0 

Sabras, outh Aliyah tr ineos .. no immigrants. oft n no oldor than 
18 or 19.., Thoirs will be a hard lifo •·· a J.ifo of pioneering" 
Their task is the task of t~rning this wiJdornoss into a garden. 
One of tho young pioneers told mo n amusing story" 'iDo you 
know, 'i he asked mo, nwhat is considered in ho &gev a rich sou ? 
One which contains a lot of w - ter,. 11 , tor thuro is indoed the 
rarost commodity~ A ct~bic mutro of a·,,er costs us b twoon f:il 
and fll.10 o. 

But already in thu lf:ls'i., fo months tho 1'3.ndscapo has undor one 
e change . I hnd ·and 0rfu 1 f 0tiling on my 1 st vis 1 t finding that 
I could travol s afoly bot ~oon on s tt.J. m8nt. nd the other., I felt 
myself again • mong my own12 F l ·stin is o sm9ll country" But in 
this small country you cnn ~-pJ rion e ev ry kind of climate and 
uvery kind of soil., f,nd each hos i -s own gr t,,os si bili ti es, 
which can bo oxploitod by thos0 ermo tod • it.h n lovo of th soil 
end of creative ark - thoso hose thoir t sk es ono of lifo nd 
doatho Our greatest possess on is ?aJestinc nd its human m teri 1 

our youth - which is ready to o l] to c~cato and struggle . 

All those plans arc re 11y part of much gr t er pl n to 
utilis in tho most ration 1 • .J Y ovory part o l,o ish soil in 
Palestine~ On surface irrigation, our Exporim ntal Station in 
Rohovot has c,arriod o tan ccurnl.o 0.nnl-ysis on every sample of 
Je ish soil~ It has ex minod tho possibilities hich irrigation, 
reparcellation; n0w f arming methods, new experim nts, new plant 
strains, and new seous w111 open up . The Exp0rimontal Station 
considers, aftdr car~ful analysis ~ that i n tho valleys nlono, 
som0 12 ,000 now farmln familAe c c n be sottledo They have orkad 
out a plan for sottling 6;000 famjlios ir. tho coming two or throe 
years and thus cnnsolidato 3 .000 ox s t ing economic units" At 
presont prioe lovols., Jhts will roquir sum of h9,000,000i This 
togothor 1th the plans for the ne s0tt1~m0nts ill almost 
double the number of our sottloments int.ho county., This dam nds 
not only mon0y nd a suitable approach b~:~ moro J ws for Palestine 
to become s0tt1.ers and consumerr.. Aliyah ia the driving f'o l'C o of 
our lifo and work in P lestine~ 

I want to ment ion ono other sphero of ctivity, the settlement 
of our demobilisod ex-s rvicemvn nd thuir r eh bilitation into 
civilian lifeQ This serious probJvm first confrontod us 
year go I madu mention of it a·:·. ,ho Lon on Conf renc,o,> The 
truth is th t this problem is G'us ir.g i.:.s gre t concern. In other 
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countries it in primarily the responsibility of the ovornm nts. In Palestine, the Government accepts certain obligati0ns, but the main responsibility rests upon tho shoul:lors of the Yishuv, upon our shoulders; it begins with tho first contact after demibilisotion and goes on until they have boon finally rehnbil tated. 

In dealing with this question we havo worked in close co-opor tion with other bodios; in housing we workod with the municipalities and banks to sot up reconstruction loans. The campaign for Mobilisation having holpod us to securo substantial resources~ 
I am not going to soy that the problom has been solvod9 This year a proposal has been workod out which envisages tho investment of about a million and 3 half pounds and the J0wish ~goncy ill participate to the extont of 60%~ It is my beliof that we have not treated the s oldi ors who roprosented tho Jewish people, 1orse than any other nation in tho world. out of twenty thousand soldiers th 0r0 remain only about a thousend who still need rehabilitation, The problom that still remains to bo solved is that of housin p To sum up, the Yishuv and tho Zionist movement, hovo withstood the test under conditions mich arc kno ,n to all of you . They t~cklod it with dignity and with a full sonso of their obligations to tho demobilised soldiers. 

En passant I should liko to indicate our successes in tho sphero of fishery. Hero our efforts before the war hnd not succ oded, but during lhe war fishury b camo ono of the most important acti vi tios in many of the sottlomonts and has now become ono of the most important sourcos of food for the ishuv. Du0p-sea fishin has reached thu stage in which it is self-supporting. It opens now prospocts, namely to stablish a series of fishing settlements on th0 shoros of tho sea. Deop-soa fishing 1s, m0reovor, essenti 1 to education in seamanship. In order t0 holp and to stimulate soaf ring, we decided, two years a.go, to croato a national seafaring comp ny known by tho ne.monz1m0
, ThEJ subscribed capitol up to now nmounts to b25o,ooo. "Zim11 togothor with on English shipping company, founded D daughter company. I hope that the first pass ongur ship 0f the now company "Kedmoh" will be launched shortly and will ply b0tw on Europe and ?alestine in tho coming few months~ This company is at present conducting negotiations for acquirin a second ship. hilst on the subject of transport, I shall only briefly touch upon our work in tho field of motorised transport and mention the attempts which havo b0on mede to ensure that Jews shall t ke th ir rightful place in civil aviation. A company has boon s1t up known as ttAviron"• 

I bolievo that os a result of negotiati,.._ns Ji th
1 
,various bodes wo sh llsuccood in building upan insurance company. fhis, t~~ h~s its significance. 

As time is short I shall not dwell on othor conomic problerm. But I havo a fow words to say on the quost1on of building, As with other countries, Palestino, too, is faced with buildin difficulties. Building activitios in R:il.estino have b00n considorably reduced since the Arab disturbances. We hav0 ten years to catch up, A short while ago our Economic Research Institute carried out n investigation on urban housing conditions. Thor sults havo shown an avorage of 3.29 porsons to room. Thoro aro evon grimmer cases O' ov rcrowding - casos of six to ~ight persons living in sin le room,. The Yishuv in Palostino t preson\. 1s in n od of a hundre,·1 



tho~sand now roomso 

And the probiom of building is closo.ly linked not only to tho 

noods of th0 oxisting Yishuv bl].t also to tho problem of irmnigration

To somo extant tho solution of this question is depondont on a vast 

moss aliyaho 

Wo havo achiovod much _'. d espi to tho difficul ios :i as the 

appropriate commissions • ill sho 1., But r-1 t though those achievomonts 

havo boon, thoy have not k eµt p ~co with n~ud Tho difficulties h ve 

been tremondous.; Scarcity of mn turi 3.'. s nnd shortage of labour have 

sent up building costs in ?o.losi.in . ; Th0 building index today stands 

at 400 as compared with thu prt)· -wor· ind ox 0f 100.: Thoru was a s 11 ght 

oasing recently in tho building materials si uation , Some of our 

Canadian friends holped us to procure Ct)n.1dian timber at internationnl 

pricoso This incidentally is an ox·nvlo of how m3ny friends in tho 

various countrios could holi-J us by qrr' ~1r1ng for us tho import of the 

noc0ss ary bnildin and o ho.c r:1atdriols., Unfo1 tunatel.r tho scarcity 

of labour is increasing~ We hsvo don0 s0mthing to h lp alleviate 

the, housing proble:m by importinr prof:iti.'ica tod houses, ospocially of 

wood ,> And wo aro tryln • to train skilled labour rs" But tho process 

of training should really bu in in tho countrios of the galuth. 

Building domands hugo muans1.~ 'o h vu recently 0xporioncod 

considerable difficult,y in socuring l on_, -, t orm m0rtr.:e os in ?alestine. 

Indood the scarcity of such mortg, gos un of long--t urm crodi ts for 

agriculture and indnst:cy aro amon _ our princip l finRncial orrios . 

But oven if credits arc obtainable fn b~ilding they ;ill • , 

c0ver only a small p -rt of thEJ co t ,, A living unit consists of one 

room, a kitchon and accossorios:. This - o :.vo t o a f mily of throo 

to four pooplo and cos s in · ?alostinu rb .u t L6;)0,, The first 

m0rt ago which might bv obt inablo is ~200 to 1250., any of tho 

inhabi tan Ls , parti cu 1 rl,r tho no immigr· nt s; do not p 0s sos s tho 

nocossary moan~o !Ay viov is th :~ uVvJ"Y 5. mmi rr nt noods 0n an average 

Ll00 of public ftir:ds for hm:i. sing aJ.ono, Govornment oxperts consider 

that this figure is n und res~lm to, But even this is difficult tn 

provide: bvon within tho fr mo\ ~rk of n cnl ·r o bu ut~ 

I should ;.iko t o put t hv fnlln~an • prr::pos 11 beforn Congross: 

that w shculd o stablish t o hold inf c m1p n _ os, tho initial capital 

of oach company to b0 t; ~ nd a half mi~llan pound~~ th t the Je sh 

Agoncy should participa ... c in thoso com ~inios t 'I tho oxtont of 251, by 

acquiring ordinary sh ros., ' w'o sh·;.ll havo t . appe 1 to our friends 

all ovor the world to t9.k0 up profurunco s r0s I am prep red to 

sug80st to the J owi sh A_onc, ,ha~ it should uoran .eo a cort in 

minimum dividon:B. for thu prufµronco sharus durin'" tho tr ns tory 

period •- s y a pori od 0f tun y . rsa Th·-.s wo vhsll succoed i th tho 

available sum of L600,0 0 or housin p rp o. os in sucuring an actual 

amount of bout two d a tnJ.f million pounds . Tho comp ny will take 

the form of a 'hol in c0mpnny 1
, Ito ct, viti os shoul not be 

c 0 n f i n 0 d to bu i 1 din a 1 on o ~ b 1; t. ~-t ~ h ou l d ls o s s i st 1 n sett in up 

loca l Building Soc 0tios in Pal ostino in c0•-op0retion with 

municipalitios rrl public bodi s. • o h vo conductc negotiations 

with tho largo oshavot; A visin thorn to b~ild a thousand housos, 

and we aro pr0par0d top -r .. icipato w th sum of .r12s,ooo to fll75,000 

p,i0rtly in sharos nd pa rt.J y in tho form of a sucond mart age # o have 

also c()nduc.t.od n, otiotions wit tho rr.unicip lity of Tel Aviv for the 

oroction of a thousand houses, . E ch mi.Llion pounds will gi v0 us the 

possibility of buildin•· bout six thous nd ho:---.sing units. o shall 
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build them in SJCh a way that in tho course of time o should bo 

able to convort them into two-room dwellings. 

The s0cond company which I would liko t 0 see ost "bl1sh0d should 

tako tho form of a general development c ompn n. and its task should 

bo: to onablo us t0 participate in tho onlar_ement of the 

Industrial Fund arrl credit, in tho various irrigation c0mpan1os, and 

in tho carrying through of spocial proj ec ts aimi ng at the development 

of certain aroas of tho land. I should liko to formulate this 

somowhat differently: to diroct immigration to those parts ot the 

country, tho dovolopmont of which is of spacial imp0rtanc0 to usA 

To somo oxtont we can already do this by moans of our housing 

activitios but in many casos this is not suffici0nt. Wo havo to 

croato in thoso now districts now sources of livelihood. o havo 

already mado a humble beginning in two places. In conjunction· w: th 

tho Koren Kayometh and othur companies we havu ostablishod a comapny 

for tho dovolopmont of Tiborias, Our sharo in its nmounts to 

bl00,000 which is 15% to 20~ of tho wholo . We havo also ostablishod 

a similar company for the dov0l0pmont of Safod. This task of 

distributing tho population is ono of tho most important probloms 

hich will faco us in th0 near futur o hen wo will hav0 to 

ponotrato no aroas. Wo may havo the opportunity in the commissions 

to doal with a concrete plan+ We nood tho holp of th0 Jewish world . 

The Jewish Agency, tho noti0nal funds7aRt times tako the initiative, 

a t times bo a partnor, at timos tako tho risk or apply oth(,r forms 

of help~ But it is nocossary to attract reater capital. 

In general tho line of our ·ork is a lino of co-operation with 

various groups and with various companies. Though we aim at a 

contral administration, wo ondo vour to guard oursolv0s against 

tho croation of a stiff buro ucratic central apparatus . Our method 

enables us to attract various forcos, both in Polostine and abroad . 

By those moans now avonuos aro oponod to our friunds abro d to 

invost money in Palostino. I do not by this intend to oakon tho 

work which has boon carried out by our Amoric n and frican friends. 

Still loss do I wish to bolittlo tho importanc o of dlroct investments 

if frionds from othor oountrios want to create u ertakings in 

Palostino. We shall demand for the upbuilding of ?a.lostin0 huge 

moans and huge efforts from many quart e rs. e shall have to exploit 

not only no but many ways which will load us towards an increase in 

tho tempo of our upbuilding activi tioso 

Both noods and possibilitios aro trom0ndous. In ?alostino 

we stripped down to tho baro minimum tho most important demands 

placod boforo us by various dopartmonts, and h e ro is th - figuro we 

reachod: wo nood fifty million pounds. This sum is almost tho 

budgot of a small stato~ We aro in fact building a state but under 

vory difficult conditions and without the normal moans of statehood. 

rn tho commission I shall givo detailed explanations of our budget 

proposals. hat I want to say at this sta o is that not everything 

dopends on the Executive, nor even on tho Wrr ld Zionist movement. 

What thoso bodies can and must do is to brin in tho help of tho 

wholo of the Jewish people~ This dopends first and foremost on 

our friends in the United Statos. 

This budget in its gonural outline was proposed to the 

"Atlantic City" Conforoncoo Tho throo institutions, U.P.A., 

A.J .~~C. and National R fugee Service togoth •r suggostod a budget 

of two hundred arrl fifteen million dollars. Of this abnut eighty 



five million goos t0 tho UDPQAQ Amorican Jowry's fundraising quota 
of this total was rosolved at ono hundred and sovonty million 
dollars. And only a f ow minu tos bofnro I came to this session 
I rocoivod a tGlogram from our friend H1nry r

0
ntor th tour Now 

York communal workors docidod to m~ko tho City of G York r uspons iblo 
for sixty .... fiv0 of tho ono hundred and s ovonty million dollars .. 

Gigantic efforts lii.11 bo rcquirod from this platform I appeal 
to my Amvrican friends to live up to the great responsibilities at 
a moment which is frought with gruat dangers but which also has 
groat possibilitios~ Thoy will hnve to dn thoir utmost to carry 
out tho U.P.A. campaign this yearo This campnign must como boforo 
all other fund•:-raising campoignso And I wish to 0 xpr0ss my hoartfel t 
thanks to those frionds of tho United ~tatos who had tho courago 
last year to proposo a c mpaign aiming at a hundred million dollars 
and to carry it out suc~essfully, and ho hnvo this year set 
themselves a far higher t~r eto I must make clear that the scale of 
our w0rk will in tho first placo be d0pondont on the success of 
this campaign and on tho work in the United Stntos. Other countries 
will havo to co-oporatoo 

In conclusion lot me say thiso Tho 'Atlantic City' docision 
h a s not only a financial significancc9 It is of groat moral ~nd 
political importanco: it givos oncouragemont to tho remnant of our 
pooplo in tho Diaspora a~d to ts in ?alostineo This is an obli stion 
which Amorican Jewry has undortakvn, not only bywords but also by 
deods. 

Thu figuros which I have givon h ro aro rulated only to tho 
present scale of immigration into ? a1 · stino, to tho present position 
and to the prosont t sk., With tho c nnsi urablo incro sc of immigration 
wo shall be facod with n w taskso We h v pprnached this problem 
in th 11 ·ht of th(➔ invostigation of th :, nglo•-Am0rican exports . Thus 
we havo produced dotailod pl ns to absorb a hundred thous nd Jaws 
in a compsrativoly short time,, 10 woru r ~dy - in the hopo that 
international financial aid nd tho nee ssery fac 1 t os for transport 
end matorial would bo availo. 1 -lo to onnbl I us to ssume the respnnsib
ility of intogr tin into Palost.i~o ton thousand Jews per month. re 
hav o g1 ven a writ ton doclarati0n to th t effcc to lo hav also 
doclarod how tho p oplo will - in accnrdance with our pl ns - bo 
integrated , how many of them will settle on the 1 nd en how many 
will romain in th0 oiti0s, and what their main professions w 11 bo 
and the mount 0f money this ill h veto cost. Tho cost of 
integrating one person into pq10stino 's 0cnnomy mounts at present 
to botw 0n b6:0 and ~7oo~ This amount is throe t mes hi her crmpared 
with th pr --war figur · o As th•J pr s nt immi ·ration is composed of 
pcoplo ithout mo ns of thoir nwn,wo thought that this time we sh 11 
obtain bout half of th rosourcos from sources of national 
col0nisin char cter and the oth1:r half from private commercial 
sourc s or by means of ec~1.:tm111 ti on of capital, We therefore said 
that in ardor to int0 rat the h~ndred thous nd Jews a sum of about 
thirty to thirty-five million pounds will be necoss ry, in short 
about throo hurrlrod to throo hundr d and fift. pounds per ~erson. 
Only o littlo vhilo ago at tho confuronco at tl11ntic City, I gain 
roviowod tho ccounts nnd csmfJ tot ho conclusion that for oach grour, 
of tonthousand p0opl0; whoth0r chil run or ults, we shallneod the 
sum of about throe d quartL"r m1llion poundso The British exports 
wero not unanimous ~out tho fi u~esQ Thoy doubto our ability to 



absorb ten th0us nd Jews per month In their vie~ o coul only 
rockon on four·to five thousand p0r month.:i They lso considorod 
that the cost would be much higher~ In their view tho cost of 
ebsor1:ing a hundred thousand people would amnunt t() one hundred 
end fivo million poundso Finally: thoy nrrived at tho compromiso 
proposal by the Amoricans which was botwo0n our est-imqte of 
thirty-five million and llieirs of ona hundred and five milliono 
They agreed upon a compromiso t. soventy millior: poun s 0 The 
principle fact remains howov0r that the ~thir.g 1 is possible~ this 
they did not d0nyo This is th0 ros~lt 0f yoars of ox~orimont during 
the war - yoars during ich w o had oftor.l to r i thst:in' oevero 
poll ti cal and ooonnmic storms,, This is th0 surn total of 11 the 
political and clConomic plans and SJ_ estinns which um de durin~ 
the last few yearsp I am not sure whothor it is kno nth t the -
Executive threo yoars ago estaolishod a spec.;in}_ plElnning commission. 

e tried to dr~w a wholo series of p •oplo into th3. ~o~k~ Pl nning 
work in Palestine was to somo dugroo p rallel vith ho work of our 
funds in tho U .,.,i tod States,. 

At this stage I should particulorly liko to stress the important 
research work carriod out by Mr, Robert Nathon 1 Mrp Gass nd ~. 
Kraml,r~ Tho r sul ts of their inv stig tions ere p·ublishod in a 
special book which contains important research m~t ,rial on the 
oconomic potentialities of Palostine in tho noxt ton yoarso In 
resoarch in the sphoro of 'watorJ in ~hich whole series of enginoors 
participat0d, throo pooplo distin ·uishod thorns lves: Lowdormilk, 
Savage and Hays a Th ,y hav0 outlined a pl n in (Y) nnect.ion 1th the 
irrigation nf P 1 stlne nd thu suppl of power, In pBlestine wo 
havehavo c0nductod hol s rios o pr llel nvostif t ons 7 part 
of which wo la tor pl cad at th d os 1 0f tho Anglo· ·Americ n 
Commissiono triod to oxpl in tho 1ays and m ns that. C()Uld b 
employed t0 mako possible the intAfr tion of '1 miJlion Jes in 
Pal0stino 0 All this maturi 1 togeth1 with the evi ence Which was 
given to the Commission w 11 be published~ 

Natur lly, vast r~sources ill be requiro ~ - ~t 1 8S I h ve 
lready bed th opportunity of expl'1inin t0 th Con:misslon~ I 

"believe that if the politic~l opportunities are riven to us an if 
we organise internqlly e c , n produce th r sour~os b 0 th from Je ish 

and non-Jewish s0urces~ 

In the p st ye r we ma 0 vqriotis gttempts t0 mobilise non-Jo ish 

financi 1 res0urc&sQ Our ne oti ~tinns 1th bonkin_ int tutions 
ere interrupted f0r political reasons ~ ~st he result f the 

political situation in P9lestine and in Zionist er.o l . c Thes 
negoti tions w r only suspended but h ~~ not broken don~ And 
if the politic 1 situation ch0.nge.9 we sh 11 res~.me th m again with 
an excellent chance of succesac The question of n internal loan 
has been discussed at some len th but up t0 now all negoti tions 
have been abor~ive, e lso ma e dGm nd for repArations, nd 
reimbursements for the colossal G pital of which we wer roboed 
and the Jewish property for which the leg8l heirs cannot be found. 
Unfortunately, I c nnot st te th t we met vith success in this 
connectionQ t is true th -c. sm JJ. very small, be innings have been 
made

0 
In Paris recently t th Five Power Conference it as decided 

that 2 2 million dollars of r parations should oe allocated to help 
the victims of Hitler~ This help ohould be given to them thr0ugh 
the Jewish Agency ond th Joint~ To this the hairless wealth 
should h ve been added~ Unfortun tely this was not tho case up to 
nowo And ain thiswas due tn al rge extent to our political 
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difficultieso jther boginnings were made~ But the work has been 
herd and the road long~ Nevertheless I believe that in spite of 
it all we can achieve considerable success~ I am less worried 
~ t, - .l about the problem of financing our great plans than I am 

about our transition periodQ Shoui~ ~H~iRolitical situation, 
sooner or later, change in our favour, tnrough work and building 
reach our goal, arrl then the c entro of g·ravity will again lie in 
our midst, in our ability to build and t0 create; to organise in 

en economic manner- The result of what we have created up to now 
gives us great hopeo Hm-over, the s cale of our work has so 
increased that it demands new organisation a nd a new approach. It 
demands the maximum exploitation of our work, initiative and skill• 
Science will have to play an increasing role in the development. 
of the country and in the solution of the Jewish misery . What is 
demanded of us 1s unity: faith and devotion, courage and 
discipline. Behind us lies the indescribabl6 Jewish need, before us 
~he great hope to become a free and independent peopleci And with 
the strength of faith, work, initiative and science, we shAll be 
victorious. 
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: trunco 
• • 
: :b"'ranc -. 
• 

• • 
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Q O_NG,BESSp. ITE.~S-

ALL-? ARTY UNION OF 3\RTISANS AND GHETTO FIGHTERS HOLDS PRESS 
CONFER ENCE 

On Wednosdny a roproscntativo group of Jewish partisans and 
ghetto fighters mot ropresentn.tives of tho Pross. The Chairman, 
a partisan from Italy, said it as a matter for rogret that more 
partisans had not appeared on tho platform of this Congress. The 
partisan loader, Ch. Choleofski, reported on the rocord of the 
Jowish partisans in Italy and Ch. Levin jonlt with pnrtisan aotiv1t1as 
in Austria and their aid to tho Red Army in tho doys of liberation. 
Kaganovitch of Italy doalt with tho plans for aiding War invalids end 
their rehabilitation into productivG work in ?n lestine, He also 
described a project for preparing two books ono n memorial volume 
and the other a record of the part which Jewish partisans had played 
in the war. 

~ERE HAYESOD RECE?TION TO JE1i..- ISH PRESS 
......... _ ... ~ - - -...- ---- _, _______ ,,,_ ..... 

Ovor a hundred journalists pnrticipated in a reception given 
by the directors of tho K0ron Hayosod at which~. Leib Jaffe 
spoke of the dovolopmunt of the Hebrew 2ress in ?alvstino, which 
he said ha become n mighty factor in our strugg·10. Mr. Jaffe 
called attention to the representatives of the Jowish ?ress in 
E~stern Europe ~hn were bravuly maint81ning the condition of the 
one great Jewish press which adornod the J0wish communities of those 
countries.. Htt also thanked tho Jewish press for its valuable aid 
to the Keren Hayosod. 

Mr. Ben Tov, in the name 0f the Hebrew Press of ?alost1ne, 
Mr. Alperin of the ttTo.g 11 in P:morica, r. J. Hodess for tho Jewish 
Press of England, Mr. R• Rubinstein, editor of the "J1ddische St1mme" 
which formerly appoarod in Kovno, ·/Ir. A. Cincinnatus, member r'lf tha 
Administration of the Jewish Lit0rary Union of Warsaw, in the name of 
the Jewish Press of Warsaw replied to the greetings. 

BASLE NEWSPAPER REPORTS MFETI G BET { EEN DR. SCHMORlK \ND SWISS CONSUL 
IN PALESTINE 

In the Basler Zeitung, of the 18th of this month, an item 
appeared reporting a taik in Palestine oetween Dr, Emil Schmorak, 
Head of the Trade and I dustry Department of the J0wish Agency and the 
Consul General for Switzorlnnd. Tho Report statod that in tho 
talk the import of Swiss goods was dualt with in connection withe 
boycott by Jews of British goods. Dr. Schmorak emphatically denies 
that his talk made any reference whatsoeve1r : -: to commercial relations 
betwotin Palestino and c3ritain and that in fact no such boycott htls 
b&on suggested or discussed in any quarter. 

EXHIBITION OF CARTOONS 

An exhibition of portrait sketches mado t this Congress by 
Ross is on show at the Mustermesse Restaurant. 




