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.Auguet 26, 1946 

THE TRUMA l ADMilfISTBATION1 S RECORD ON PALESTIME 

Exactl~,- a year ago -- on August 31, 1945 - President Truman first made hie 

request of Prime Hinister Attlee that 100,000 homeless EuroJ;>ean Je~rn b ;":? no.mitted 

into Palestine im11edia,tely. When the President I s req_uest was made pu"blic, the 

Je,-,s of .America -- 3n overwhelming majori t;r of whom subscri bo to the Zionist 
progr?Jn _:_ as well as millions of non-Jews who are dee1il:t concerned about the 

problem of Europe's homeless Jews and Paleztine, hailed President r:1ruman as the 

first lender of the democratic nati nns to take concrete steps to sr ve t..he rcr".nants 

of European Je,-rry. 

Sneakers at JetTish rallies c1.nd Jewish ne,,:spnpers pointed 01.1.t that in o.11 the 

yeara of Je,,d.sh suffering since the advent of Hitler, he Denocl'atic Aclnini ct ra­

tion raerely offered its condolence and synpathy to tho Jews, but did not 1ing 

concrete to rescue them. It was pointed out furthcl"' thr:t, ui th tho publication 

of tho Ro osevel t-Ibn Saud correspondence, public opinion was cor.front ed ,-,i th 

harsh reality: it becai:ie clear that at the ver;r L1or1ent when the Ad.minist:i.·ation 

was naking pledges in support of the Zi oni s 'c prob ram, it was at the so.u e ti:1e 
giving conflicting assurances to the Arab states. Needlcns to s~~, the reacti on 

among the Jewish masses was one of shock ruid let-do,-m. 

Following th()se revelations anc. the well-established. charges th:1.t the U. s. 
State Departr.ient was pursuing a pro-]rl ti sh and pro-Arab policy on Palestine. it 

is U..Yl.derstandable that President Truoan 1 s let er to Prime Minister Attlee \rn.s 

greeted with great enthusias1. This action served to give the Jews and t.eir 

supporters renewed hope that the Administration was not goinf~ to forso.ko t ;: cm 

after all. 

It was well lmown thnt :President Truman 1 s letter to 1- r. Attlee had been sent 

after the Presidont had rend the harrowing detnils of Ee.rl H~rri S()n 1 s report on 

the conditions of tho Jews in Europe 1 s Di splnced Persons' Camps. The warning:1 of 

Mr. Harrison and of other competent observcro the,t only immediate a.cti on to trans­

fer these harassed refugees to Palestine will avert a catastrophe, were rccn.rded 

as cle 21. r indications that the required steps would be ta {Gn with out deln. ¥. 

But months passed and nothing was done. The Br1 ti sh Government and the U. s. 
State Departoent employed one delaying device after another -- and the Je -,s 

languished in the concentration camps of :;;urore. People again wondered whether 

they were not being given another "run-around" by the Adminittrat ·. on. 

~he B itish GovernI!lent then countered President Trumrui 1s lonr;-standing re­

request with a proposal that an Anglo-Americnn Comni ttee of Inquiry be set up to 
inve3tigc .. te the entire pro bl em of Palestine once again -·- t ii s aft or the f.::i.cts 

in tho situation had been made all too cle~r by the Harrison Report and other 

surveys. The British move was obviously nnothcr deloying tactic, but President 

Trumrui agreed to this new investigation without taking advantage of the readiness 

of American Zionist leaders to discuss the entire situation with him, to point 
out how utterly undesirable this proposal for a new Inquiry was, and to ,rn.rn him 

that the British had no intention of t:-llcing positive action as a result of the 
Inquiry, but intended only to procrustinate further. 
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After four months of time-consuming exploration and investigati on , the An~lo­

American Co.~ittee of Inquiry issued a Re:port which recommended what President 

Truman had requested in the first place -- the irmnedi ate emigration of 100,000 

homeless Jews to Palestine. However, the Report also contained cert3in lont~rn1ge 

politic 33. recommendations which, Zionist leaders pointed out, "can never be 

accepted by the Jewish peo:r>le." These latter recommendations, which run counter 

to American policy on Palestine as stated by Congress, were obviously· in0luded in 

the Report a t the insistence of the :British, who would not otherwise ho.ve af~reed 

to the recommendations favoring the immediate emigration of 100,000 Jews. 

By consenting to the British proposal of a joint inquiry, the J?resiie,nt had, 

therefore, allowed the United States to be maneuvored into an untennble.rosition: 

in order to obtai.n consent to the immed.ic.te emi 1::;ration of 100,000 Jews - the 

United Sta.tes would be repudiatine ever.r i::ite!natrbnal pledge made to the Jewish 

:people ,-,i th respect to Palestine, and acting in opposition to the will of the 

.American people as expres~ed by two resolutions of Congress -- one of which was 

passed during President Truman's administration. 

The President now had to reconcile t\''O conflicting positi ons~ Fo:i.~tu..'1ately, 

he was rrcvniled upon to tcl,e the correct st0)?S under these circunstonccs, ar.d 

in making public the report of the Anglo-A!nerican Co mmittee of Inq_uiry on A11ril 

30th of this yec1.r, he declared: 

11 I am very ha.~l?l)Y that the request 1.-Jhich I made for the imned.iate c.dniss i on 

of 100,0CO Je,-rs into Palestine has been unanimously end.orsed b~t t}?.e .~glo­

ATJeri can Committee of Inquir.r. The tran3ference of these unfortunate 

peoyle should. now be accor.111li~hed with the greatest d.ispatch •• • I rnn 

also pleased that the Comrni tt ee recomr.iends in e:fiect the abrog::i.tion o-Z 

the White Paper of 1939, including existing restri cti Jns on im:-ri gration 

and land acquisition_s , to pennit the fu.rther development of the Jc -,icll 

nati onal homea It is also gratifying that the report also envis ges the 

carryLng out cf large-scale econom:i.o development projects in Palestine wl ich 

would facilitate further imn:igrution and be of benefit to the enti.,:e opu­

lation. • • In &ddi tion to these immediat e objectives, the rey>ort de-.•ls 

with many other questions of lont;-range pol:t ti cal policies and questions 

of international law which require careful stud~:r and which I will ta~rn 

under advisement." 

'I•his, then, was United Stat es volicy as enunciated by the Prnsidemt: the 

emigration of 100 ,000 Jews to Palestine wa_s a r:iatter for i mr.1ediate o.cti on, and not 

subject to further consultations; the lon€-'ran6e political q_uJstions were to be 

taken "under advisement." 

Weeks, and then months, went by cUld s till nothing was done. Tl c :pli~ t o:f 

the Jews in the Displaced Persons I Camps had become une!1.d· rable, and the frustra,,. 

tion of theoo info rtuna.tes expressed itself in r3:peated clashes with our m·m occupa,­

tion troo}?s in Eu.rope. The J'ews of Palestine had also reached the depths of 

despei r, Md the l3ri tish were becoming more brutB-1 in the enforcenent 9f their 

illegal policy of excluding Jewish refugees froii1 their internationally-guaranteed 

hor.i eland& Untler these conditions, violence was inevita.ble and Britain's tyrannical 

act of supr ression only served to pro-duce more bloodshed a11d destructi on . .ean­

,-,hile, the u. s .. State Departnent was folJ.owing the prooodure of further 11 con­

sulta.t i onG 11 initiated b~r the British. 

The America.'11 public could not understand - and still cannot ~ -­

how it is possible for the President of the United States to en~te one policy 
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publicly whilA his subordinate,s in the Administra.tion follow procec1ures th ~:.t are 
diametrically opposed to that policy. Throughout the country peop l o s,tl .:J_ --- and 
continue t o sny -- that the Administration is merely playinf; a cl ever ga1-1 e ti t h 
the Jews; that the Administration has no intention of carrying out i tc promises 
to the constituency in behalf of the Je\•,ri sh pe0JJJ.e. 

Then the Cabinet Committee was appointed. The .Amcri_ can peopl e wor e t ol d t ha t 
this ne,.-.r Committee was set u:p to bring about t he sp eedy i mpl ementa-: ion o:C t110 

Anglo-Ame ric an Commi tteo of Inquiry's Report. When the Cabinet g roup ,-mn f on ned, 
Presic1.en t Truman expre ss ed confidence that his requ .. est fc1 r t h e immod.t at a cm l gr a t i on 
of 100,000 Jews to Palestine uould. be sp eedily l IT!pl rnnontod. Ho h ad an extrc□oly 
cordial meeting with leader, of the Zi onist mov0m0nt on J ~.11y 1 s t, fol J.o,·!inc 1t.rhich 
the White House issued a statement which read: 

11 The President further added tl at it was his det ermi.nation the.t thes e 
most recent events should mean no delay in pushing forward with a policy 
of transferring 100,000 Jewish immi gr c1.nts to ~'P.l eH tine with all dispat ch, 
in accordDnce with the statement he made up on the recei pt of the r epor t 
of the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. mhe Preoident in~;i.cated t .1at 
the Government of the United Sta tes was prepared to assume teci nical and 
financial responsibility for the transportati on of these immi ~rants from 
Europe to Palestine." 

After conducting its olrm. 11 investi ;~ation" of the p roblem, the Cn.binet Col':"an i tt e 
reversed the policy repeatedly stated bi; the President and produced a Br i t i sh­
sponsored plan for the 11 federalizati on 11 of Palest ine. Th is scheme was a co□1)lote 

surrender to l3ritish Colonial. Office policy. he position talten by t he ent ire 
American Zionist movement on the plan 'l.tas stated by Dr • .Abba Hi l l el Silver, 1:1 r esi­
dent of the Zionist Ort;nniz r.,tion of America and chairman of the Executive Comuittec 
of the Americon Zionist Erlergen:y Council. Dr. Silver said: 

"The lfederalizntion plan,' recommended to th e American and Briti sh 
Governments by the .Anglo-.Ai'llerican Cabinet Com:. it t ee, i s a conscience­
less act of treachery, dooming the helpless J ewish survivors in Europ e 
to further death and humiliation an~ driving the J ews of Pal estine to 
further desperation. 

"The Cabinet Comr1ittee 1s recommendation that the admission of 1OO , OCO 
ho~eless European Jews to Palestine, first urged al□ost a year ugo by 
President Truman and unanimously recon. ended. as an innediat e step by t;1e 
Anglc-.AMerican Cor.u:iittee of Inquiry, be nado 'conditional' on the ndo11tion 
of the 1federalization' propoal, is ns revoltine as it is i nr.ioral. In 
plain English, this means that 100,000 holpl es s r efugees are t o b e used 
a s hostages by Britain and the United States in order to extort fron tho 
J m·rish people acceptance of a political fomulation which clearl y repudi­
at es every international commitment made to the Jewish l)eople with r espect 
to Palestine -- a formulation which the gove rnments concerned surely kno •T 

the Jews cannot accept. · 

"That the lives of oppressed men, "to:omen and chi ldren, who have already 
passed the limits of endurance, should thus be used as pawns in Britain's 
imperialistic maneuvers -- and that the United States should no\f be a 
party to this abomination -- does not au~ur well for the world of peace 
and Justice which, it was hoped, would emerge from the ruins of the 
greatest of all wars. We respectfully suggest to those who are r esDonsi­
ble for shaping government policy on this question that what is required 
above all in tho present situati on is simple mor ali t y. • • • 
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"This is a plan for the ghetto-ization of the Jews in their o,.'l'l honcland. 
Even that small portion of the country rem~ining for Je1;dsh settlement 
under the 'plan I would bo controlled al.":lost cor.ipletely by the sane :Sri ti sh 
Colonial Administration, whose only right to be in Palestine in the first 
place is the duty assigned to it by the J3alfour Declaration anc. the Pales­
tine Mandat e : facilita.tion of the developnent of the J ewi sh {ati on al Hor.w .n 

Americans -- Jews and non-Jews al:tke -- could not help but as:c 11hetl1er the 
Administration 1s earlier stater.ients we~:e sincero in view of the fact tha t the 
President I s own Cabinet Comni ttee .tlad :tio,1 repudiated not onl.,r Mr. Trtlr.Hm I s position, 
but every official American dcclarc:i:'.1ion of support for Jo,.,,rish aspi r ations in Pale s­
tine, including the plank in the platfom of the Denoc!"ati c Party, ,1hich r eads: 

"We favor the opening of Pales tine to unrestricted Jewish imnigrati on ond 
colonization and such a policy as to result in th~ est 0blish~ent there of 
a free and der.iocrati c Je,-,i sh comonwe~u t h . 11 

Could the President I s Cabinet Conni ttee have accei-.ted this abooinable "feder­
alization" plan if its oenbers had been convinced that the President ,,ants the:i to 
carry out U. s. policy as stated by hin? Surely the nembcrs of thr..t CoI!lui ttee were 
::istute enough to realize that the British would of:." er then a t>eries of "plans" ~nd 
wouJ.d try to secure Uo s. agreenent to that fon:iula ,-,hich is least in the interest 
of the Jews. :But 1 t is clear that ,Iro Grady and his fellow Comni t t ee r.ie:-1oers were 
advised by the State Departnent to fol}.ow the line proposed by· the l3ri ti sh. 

Furthemore, the public was astounded to read accounts in the }Jr .ss wl ich 
reported the President as having taken a nost unfriendly at t itude to tra:,.:ds those who 
called on hin to repudiate the "federal.izaticn" lan. Fo, exar.1!Jle, the following 
di spat ch aJ>peared in the New Yorj{ Ti.r_ es of Wednesd8'Y, Jul~· 31st: 

"TRUMAN 'REBUFFS I PALES':'INE PLli 

"New York Congress~en Say That He Hinted At 
Poli ti cal Motives In Their ·1si t 

"Washington, July 30 -- Nine New Yor:c mer:bers of the House called on 
President Trunan todey to protest the proposed partitioning of Palestine 
and insitt on the ir.nod.iate adnissiol1 of 100,000 Jews, but they cane 
a •:ay eJ<..l_)ressing dissatisfaction ·,ri h thoi r reception . 

"The President was reported t o have been syr.1p,.the ic to the ho:-1eless 
Jews I plight, b 1.t only as part of a larger pro bl en of displaced persons 
generally. enbern of t ~1e c.elegati on said that he was inattentive to 
their ar~ents and had .:.uggested at one point that the reason for their 
call was political. 

"Coincident all:.,, Senators Robert Fi. ta.gner, Denocra.t, of New York:, and 
Robert A. Taft, Republican, of Ohio, assailed the Angl o-.A.::1ericrui Cabinet 
Comni ttee 's latest proposals in the Senate. ,1r. Wagn r calJ.ed the plan 
1A deceitful device to stifle the ho~es of~ long-suff ering people. 1 

l~r~ Taft said the,t it was a 1c:vnicLu. plan' that would mean the lcooplete 
fru_stration 1 of Je,-rs in Palestine and 'deep despair for the million and 
on&-half surviving Je\!s in Europe.' 

"The delegation calling on ,,rr. Trunan was led by Representative Enanue). 
Cell er, who read a prepared stat en ent. z·r. Cell er gnve a 1--epo rt er the 
following digest of it: 
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•The President should reject the new proposal of the :Sri tish 
because admission of 100,000 Jews is conditioned upon its 
acceptance. Thua the innoceJlt 100,000 Jews are considered a.a 
hostages. This is utterly unfair. 

'The plan wuld narrow the Jewiah province to 1,500 square 
miles and prevent any further development econanically and 
culturally after admission of the 100,000. Acceptance would 
be approval of a ghetto in Palestine. Furthermore, the :British 
know that neither the Arabs nor the Jews would accept the plan. 
And thus they would be privileged again to delq a decision. 
The plan is nothing but a stall.' 

"Mr. Caller would not describe the President's reaction, 'bu.t other members 
of the delegation said that it was 'disco.traging. 1 One of the descriir 
tions of the conference waa: 1It ,:ras roug!1.' 

1Mr. Truman was said to have sh\U'fied pal_)ers on his desk while Mr. Celler 
read and to have oommented, when Mr. Celler started to speak further 
about a problem 'close to my heart• that he did not have time to listen, 
that he lmew all about the subject anyhow. The President, according to 
the Representatives• accounts, indicated that he was sympathetic to the 
Jewish problem, but explained that he was working on a broader question 
in t eying also to get 100,000 displaced persons admitted to South America, 
100,000 to British possessions and 100,000 to this country. 

"He was reported to have said. that ho did not blame the Congressmen for 
co~ing to the White House, that he realize~ that they were all up for 
re-election this fall, out that 1 t was time somebod¥ came to see him 
about the United States problem for a change. He ended the Conference 
abruptly, the witnesses said, before the Representatives were ready to 
leave. 

•~n addition to Mr. Cell er, those attending the Conference Hero Repre­
sentatives Walter A. Lynch, Ronald L. 0 1Toole, John J. Rooney, Charles 
A. Buckley, Leo l'. ~fiel, and Arthur J. Klein, Democrat•; Vi to 
Marcantonio, American Labor Party, and Leona.rd w. Hall, Republican." 

Obviously, the President has failed to understand why the Jews of .America and 
those who support their cause are persisting in approaching him: the fact of the 
matter is that nothing has yet been done for the Jews, and the 100,000 are still 
languishing in the detentiOJl camps of Germany. 

As a result of th~ nationwide outburst of indignation against the 11 federali­
zation11 plan and the tremendous pressure that was concentrated on the ffllite House, 
Presiden-t Truman was prevailed upon not to accept this proposal. Instead, he 
recalled the Graci¥ CoJDmittee to Washington for further consultations. The American. 
members of the Anglo-American Committee of Inqui17 were also called to Washington 
to offer their opinion of the plan, and they were unanimous in repudiating it. 

The State Department ma4e an· effort to keep tho Committee of Inquiryls opinion 
1ecret , so that 1 t could go ahead with its program of employing the Grady Com- . 
mittee 1s report as a basis for discussions with the British. Fortunately, other 
1ndi vi duals realized the importance of infozming the public as to \-ha.t had trans­
pired in the Washington dicussions, and the ato17 appeared in the press. It was 
onl7 as a result of the most detel"Dlined pressure that the State Department's 
efforts to secure Mr. fJ."Ulllan 'a agreement to the Grad1' scheme as a basis for negoti­
ations were defeated. 

.. 
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After nunerous reports ond run ors, nuny of the:-: contradictory, as to the e ·act 
nature of President Trunan's connunication to the British Governr.ent had ap~earP-d 
on the front pages of the cou.-:.try!s newspapers, the White Houne finallv i"' c-UC:'d, 
announcer:.ent on the subject. Tho text of that statcncnt is as follo\·TS: 

"Although the President has been exchanging views with r . Attlee on 
the subject, this govemnent has not :presc~ted any· IJlan of its owr.. for 
the solution of the )roblon of Palestine. It is the si .cere hope of 
the Presia.ent, however, that as a result of the !1roposed conversatio:~s 
between the British Gove rn!:lent nnd Jewish , d Ar['.b represe t a.t i vcs a 
fair solution of the problen of Pa1e""tino can be found ;ind inr1ediate 
steps cun be ta}:en to alleviate the situation of the displ :iced Jour; in 
Europe. 

11 It is clear that no scttle11ent of the '.Palestine nroble~1 can be achieved 
w.:ich \·Till be fully satisfactor.,r t o all of t. e :parties conc omed D.nd tha. 
if this l) roblen is to be solYed in a :ian:1e r \·1hich will bring vcacc --ind 
11ronperi ty to Palestine, it nust be SPJ)roact ed in a S!liri t of concilio.tion. 

"I is also evident that the solution of the Palestine questinn Till no~ 
in itself solve the broader ·,·,roblen of the hundreds of thousnncc of di c-• 
placed rersons in Europe. i:he President has been gi vint; this ;)robl m. 1i s 
special attention ar.1.d ho11cs that arro.r~genents car-. be 0ntcroc1. L_t ,) 1:i: .:td1 
vill ~ake lt ?OS~ible for vari ous countries, including the lnitntl St~tcs, 
to admit man: of these ~nerson..., s :rennnnent resident s . 

11 Th~ President on his part ie cont em lating seeki.:1;) the nJ,pTov~l of 
Conc;ress for special legislation a.uthori zing the on try into t_1e -:r..i tecl 
States of a fixed number of these persons, including Jews." 

This stat emont has been interpreted in the :r>ress and clsm·1herc n.3 a d cl ~ra,­
tion by the President that he is "washing his hands 11 of the entire quo. tion . 
This interpretation has also been advanced in private conversat i on by lundin~ 
U. s. officials, incl ding those of the State Depc .. rtment. 

This is \•!here the matter stands now. After all the nledges, '1fter :,,,11 tLe 
committees, the investigations ~nd th<3 consultations, the~ President of th Unite<l. 
States announces that 11 thi s government has not presented any j)len of its a,·m 1·or 
the solution of the problem of Palestine." Evon thou h the resoluti ons of Conf:ross 
and the platfo na of his O\·m party should be rcgardod as corn.mi tment s to [', very 
clearly-defin~d pro 5 ram of action, tho Presiclent now decides to retreat from the 
entire issue -- and at a time when the :British are employinc the resources of their 
empire, both political and military, to liquidate the Jewish position. 

Prosident Truman did not even publicly reaffirr.i his earlier statements with 
rega::..,tl to the 100, 000. The White Housc 1 s announc cmont of August l th, quoted 
above, can, therefore, be viewed only as a doclo.rntion of collapse on Palestine 
by this Administration . And the American people o.sk: has not tho United Sto.tos 
sufficient prestige, influenco and authority in tho rorld -- po.rticularly in j_ t,i; 

relati ons with tho British Governmon t, whoso economic future .Amc r i ca ho.:.; undc r­
written -- to insist that Britain fulfill her pledgen and obligati on~ to the J 0~s1 

or iG Jewish public qpinion in this country po.rtic 1larly impresned by thn 
"hlt.e House's assertion the.t "the President, on his part, is contemplating sce'dng 
the a; _ rov,'31 of Congress for special leg:t slat ion authorl zing the entry into .i.ho 
United Sta es of a fixed number of these 11ersons, including Je ,,s. 11 Ascurrling ,h ~ t 
such efforts can meet d. t _1 a de, .ree of success, what must be clear to evc-iryon is 
the fact that weeks, perhaps months, of in terminable Congres cionru. debat,, o the 
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question would ensue before any action is taken. Neither is American public 
opinion u:runindful of the fact that Congress has adj ourned and will not be in 
session for some months to come~ 

As for the Jews in the Displaced Persons 1 Camps, who will shortly be faced 
with the dread prospect of another bitter winter -- they are evidently expect_ed 
to remain patient while their one hope for salvation -- United. States action -- is 
removed by no less a personage than the President of the Uni tee. 3tates himself. 

This is the record of the Democratic Administration on Palestine. Let not 
the Administration believe that nerely by is~uing : urther declarations of sympathy 
and condolence, it will succeed in sugar-coating trn s bitter pill. Anything short 
of the oft-promised, but repeatedly del~ed concret e action will neither satisfy 
nor reassure the Jews of America and large numbers of their supporters, who have 
reached the point when they must sq in a loud e11.d clear voice: 0 ,:e have been 
betreyed again! 11 




