*x

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
R

Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project

Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989.
Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated.
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949.

Reel Box Folder
106 37 344

Zionist Organization of America, 1946.

Western Reserve Historical Society American Jewish Archives
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(216) 721-5722 (513) 487-3000

wrhs.org AmericanJewishArchives.org



MURRAY HiLL 2-0694

COMMISSION ON PALESTINE SURVEYS
Administrative Office

521 FiFTH AVENUE

RooM 1903
NeEw York 17, N. Y.




Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
19810 Shaker Boulevard
Shaker Heights
Ol.ﬂltnd. Ohio

Dear Dr. Silver:

I have given a lot of thought to the problem of the location
of the Washington office after the Z.0.A. moves back to New York,
and I would like to submit to you certain considerations.

The real estate market in Washington is now at its highest.
By selling the house, the Z.0.A. could make now much more money than
if it were to hold on to the house. The house is in a rather dila-
pidated condition and in & neighborhood which is neither first-rate
residential nor business. As soon as new building gets going, the
price for it will undoubtedly fall very repidly. From this point of
view, therefore, the best thing the Z.0.A. could do would be to take
advantage of prevailing conditions and to sell it now.

The above conclusion is not destroyed by any consideration
of the advantage which may result for the Zionist movement from
holding on to the house and using it instead of a suite of offices.
1 have made a careful study of the costs of maintaining and using
the building. These costs amount to $613 per month, or $7,359 per
annum. For this amount of money, and probably for far less, we
oould rent a very comfortable suite of offices in town. For the
purposes of this letter, I am considering the Zionist movement as
& whole and not the gquestion of whether the building will be maine
tained by the Emergency Council or whether the Emergency Council
will pay a rent to the 2.0.A. and the maintenance of the building
will be charged to the Z.0.A.3 these are, after all, bookkeeping
details which do not echange the total picture.

8hould the Z.0.A. decide to keep the building and turn it
over on whatever terms to the Emergency Couneil, it would, no doubt,
be feasible for the Council to rent a few rooms to the Hadassah,
Brandeis District, National Fund, or other institutions. But I




Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Pebruary 6, 1946

don't think that such rentals to loeal chapters of Jewish bodies
would compensate for any sizable part of the budget, and I would
like to draw your attention to the fact that the house is not
suitable for a harmonious division of space between several or-
ganigzations. I would like to suggest, therefore, that you decide
in prineiple on the desirability of selling the house as soon as
the Z.0,As has found permanent gquarters in New York and has moved
out its entire furniture, and as soon as I am able to secure ade-
quate offices for the Emergency Council in Washington at a monthly
rent of, let us say, not over $500,

I should like to say that, as far as personal convenience
is concerned, the retention of the present house suits me edmir-
ably. It is located most conveniently with relation to my spart-
ment, and with the moving out of the Z.0.A., it would give me &
magnifioent office of my own. What I propose in this letter is,
therefore, based on general and not on personmal considerstions.

Sincerely yours,

Benjamin Aksin
BAses
ce tos
Dr. Neumann
Mr. Shapiro
Dr. Marks

NOTE: See Appendix.




APPENDIX

Maintenance Costs of House
1720 16th Street

Monthly

Expense

Insurance $ 20,00
Mortgage and Interest 274.00
Taxes -~ Resl Estate 50.24

® - Water 4.00

Coal 60.00
Electricity $2.00
Gas 5.00

Service and repairs 30,00
Towels, water, ice
Caretaker - §26 per wk,

TOTAL PER ANNUM '7!35! «88
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February 19, 1946

denjaain J, Doft
nd Zicnlist Reglon
3 Jaasica LAvenue

On my return from Clevelzand I was
handed your levter of Feoruary 15th sith which

\_3L
weg encloced check for $20,700 from the L ng

w 2

<sland Leglon,

We all deeply apprecizte the herd work
vt in by the Reglon and the loyalty to the
Organization so well evidenced, Personally, you
deserve to be congrstulated om your untiring
ef’orts and the success which attends your efforts,

It was a great pleasure to have had
lunch with you,

With wermest rezards,
Ag aver,

Faithfully yours,

Enamuel Yeumann







Ernest E, Barbarash February 20, 1948

Dr. Emenuel Neusann

In keeping with our conversation during the sessions of the imerican
Jewlsh Confarence in Cleveland, pleage corsider my memorsnduwm of
Feoruary 6th regording reslgnation ase editor of the News Renorter ds

por aull and vold,

Rogards.
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Dr. Stephen 3. fise
40 &, 63th St.
New York, N.Y.

My dear Dr. iliise:

The contents of the enclosed Jress
clipping was brought to the attention of the
Ezecutive Committee of the 204 at its meeting
on Monday afternoon. I d n't know whether you have
seen it. I feel that if any criticism is to be
made of the campaign activities of the Z0A in
connection with the Shekel Cumpaign and the electionms,
it would be most helpful if it weve made &t & meeting
of the Z0A Ixecutive or to me as President of the
organization rather than at a public meeting of @nother
party which in its camjaizn literature has gone 21l out
in its attack upon the platform of the Ueneral Zionists
shich was unanimously accepted b, the Adaministrative
Committee of the Z0A at a weeting which you attenied.

#ith all good wishes, I remain

sMost cordially yours,






