
 
Abba Hillel Silver Collection Digitization Project 
Featuring collections from the Western Reserve Historical Society and 

The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives 

 
 
  

Western Reserve Historical Society                 American Jewish Archives 
10825 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 3101 Clifton Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220 
(216) 721-5722                                                 (513) 487-3000 
wrhs.org                                                         AmericanJewishArchives.org 

 
MS-4787: Abba Hillel Silver Papers, 1902-1989. 

Series II: Harold P. Manson File (Zionism Files), 1940-1949, undated. 
Sub-series A: Main Manson File, 1940-1949. 

 
 

 
 
 

Reel     Box         Folder  
         107           37           348 
 
 

American Zionist Emergency Council, general, 1947. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• ,/ ' 
0-ASSOFSEIWICB 

This is a full-rate 
T clegram or Cable• 
gram unless its dc­
fened character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre• 
ceding the address. 

W ESTERN 
UNION 

' • ( 05) -OL---~-,-~-tttt_LS ____ 

JOSEPH L. EGAN 
PRESIDENT 

NL - Nicht truer 

LC - Deferred Cable 

NL T - Cable Niabt Letter 

Ship Radiotnon 

The filing time shown in the dato line on telegrams and day letters ia STANDARD TIME at. point. of origin. Time o( receipt. ia STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

~255 INTL=FRANKFORT VIA WUCABLES 22 1 

VLT RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILER EAST~ 
-:1 5 AND ANSEL RD CLEVE= 

APPRECIATED BEING INFORMED ABOUT HOOVER ARRANGING TO SEE 
HI REGARDS:. 

:BERNSTEIN. 

TIIB COMPANY WILL APPRE IATE 8UOOE8TION8 FROM ITS PATRO 8 CONCERNING 1TB l!IBBVlo& 



J c~c;s OF ~FRVlt:( DfSIRfD \.. 
DOMESTIC CABLE 

TELEGRAM ORDINARY 

DAY URGE.NT 
U.TT(R RAT£ 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LITTER 

Pitrons ahouJd cherk c1 o[ ee:rv1ce 
deairtd . 0th~~-" the maaace W\U be 

lr~n 1rutt.-i1 u t\ t.-t~gnm or 
eirdmary c.lb!ttT.1m 

WE s TERN 
ION UN 

A . N WILL IAMS 
PRE,-1D E -- --- ~- - -

S end the following telegram, 3Ubjecl to the term, on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

CHECK 
1!07 

ACCOUNTING It FORMATION 

s 

TIME FILED 

f 

David Ben Gurion 
1-5-47 _________ /9_ 

To, ________________________ _ 

Care of or Apt. No._Z_I_ONIBURO 

Street and No. ____ L_O_ D=--O_N;__ __ 

Plac.e----------------'----....,......,----------------------

I , TO SEE SO E PEOPLE OND Y. IT WOOT HELP n; IF YOU .70ULD PHO E 

___ __:O~R::..._:::C~BLE=--=C:..!::LE~V~E~~D__.:D~I~G~E:::::..ST~Y=O~U~R~C~O=N:....!.VE-==RS:::=...:A~T:..:!,I~O=NS:::::....!!..-~RE=G=S. __________ _ 

Sender's name and address 
(For reference only) 

CABLE 

SILVER 

Sender's telephone 
number 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

SKlDMORE COLLEGE 

SARATOGA SPRINGS, NEW YORK 

if I, 1 non- Je· ish J-•rc. r-ic 'n citizer , l ... ot 0 i-o .3°v · . 1ydf'lf -- -1~110· 

the t , letter woul d r->t no f • thPr :. n t:_ 1 •e~. of L:. st no 
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EDWARD MARTIN 
PENNSYLVANIA 

WASHINGTON , D . C . 

Febru y 21, 1947 

Doctor bba Hillel Silver 
19810 Shake Blvd. 
~leveland, Ohio 

Dear Doctor Silver: 

, en I talke with 
you over the telephone last 'fuesday o ing, 
yoo suggest d that I send a copy of S nator 

rtin's etter to Presid t and 
lso his 1 ter to Jr;. shall. 

lattes ich ha een 
7 wi 1 find em of· 

I am 

Enc o s 2 

·ng the 
I am sure 

·ith in est reg rds, 

Sincer 1, 



AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

T o Dr . Abba Hillel Silver 

Fr om Dr. Benjamin zin 

MEMORANDUM 

Date Febru y 21, 1947 

At the request of ·r. Ben-Horin who is absent from the office 
todey, I saw Dr. Velikovs r ,rl. th ~om you ha r ecently conferred, and at 
which time you had asked him to meet l-d th r. :Sen- Horin. 

Dr. Velikovsky advance~ the need of referring the PnJ.estine 
question to the international Cou.rt in the Ha e. He \10ndered ·hether 
the Jewish ency could do it , an if not, hether America or another 
country could raise the issue . 

Other sug stions of his re as follows:-

In connection with Arab threats of a Holy ar, we should 
direct _t>Ublic a.ttention to the fact t t the Kor advoca tes the 
right of the Je to Palestine; he gave me a fe quotations to that 
effect. 

Senator Pepper should be aske~ toe 1 in to Soviet circles 
tha t liberal oup s in this country re being alienated by Rus sia's 
evasive ?0licy on PaJ.est1ne. 

Large-scale • igration of < bs should be suggested to 
American and ~ritish Gover nment cir cles , as eans to develop Iraq 
and to make it more of a barrier ag inst Soviet _enetration. 

Because of its psycholorl.cal effect on the Arab countries, 
a fe Jeuish a t om J;)h.ysicists should be invited for short periods of 
~rk at the Hearew University in Jerusalem. 

Te ern. asize in our public relations work the 
dee ence of abs; in this connection he oentioned the fact 
the ex- :ufti of J erus lem •·as forced to ve up his theological studies 
because of his homo-sexuality . 

group of Senators should visit and investigs.te conditions 
in Palestine; he -,ould like very much to accompany them , if necessary 
at his o :n expense . 

He mentioned th t there are still very ri ch oi l deposits in 
Saudi A:r :bia , the loc tion of ~ich is kno to him, c.. hich e not 
covered by the Arb- erican oil concessions . 

I tol Dr . 
of our conversati on, 
in the cou.rse of next 

elikovsky that I :oul !I advise you and r . 
d that , .r . en-Horin •·ould get in touch 
•eek. 

:Sen-Horin 
th him 



• 

- 2 

You will recall that l a.st swr.mer hen the question of bringing 
the alestine issue before the international Court ,as discussed, Dr. 
Goldman and a fe 1 others felt th t a good chance of getting a 
"viable state11 almost immediately, and that raising the legal issue 
iOUl: nerel give Britain a welco:ne opportunity for delay. 

To ey, this objection will hardly be raised. Thile it is true 
that J3ritain wants a new internatio al rangement, the question ether 
the ?-andate means what we believe it does, is still of great practical 
and political import ce. If we have goo chances to secure a. c ecent 
interim arrangement in P estine dthout delay, one should , :perhaps, not 
jeopardize these ch ces b~r g1 ving Britain the opportwii ty for del 
involved in going before the international Court. If these chances 
are not so good, going to the Court r10uld indeed become ver necess y. 

There is no ra;y in • ich the Jewish Agency or any indivi ual 
Je can bring up the uestion before t he Court. The United Sta tes 
probably can be persuaded to go to the Court on behalf of some erican 
rhose rights have been interferred ·th, u.n er the 1924 convention. If, 

therefore, Judge ose blatt loses his case before the ritish rivy ouncil, 
this could be done. But it is doubtful whether the Privy ouncil rould 
bring an adverse decision in tne very nea.r future. Un er the doctrine 
that "national remedies" must be emausted before our government talces 
the question to an international tribun l, there ·JOuld be no ray to et 
the government to move more ead.ily. Even then, we must consider 
hether or not it is in our in~erest to ve the un·ted States go to 

the ourt, since that ,ould gi e it alibi to stop interven ng 
on our behalf diplomatically. 

It may be worth consic.ering eth r e should not trJ to as c 
some other government to raise ttle issue. Dr. elikovsky thou t of 
Holland or Denmark. I think that zechoslovakia would be the most 
logical country. 

Britain i t argue that, in vie of the lapse of the Le e 
of ations, the rights \>hich were conferred by rticle 26 of the :andate 
on the members of t·e League have also lapsed, especially since the old 
Court no longer exists and a ne one as founde d. I do not know ether 
this argument would prevail, but even if it should, the fact that Britain 
tries to esc -pe judicial se ~tlement b resorting to a technicality should 
very much redound to our benefit. 

Kindest regards. 

:BA: F 



RABBI HENRY J. BERKOWITZ, LL. D. 

C ONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL 

PORTLANO 9 , OREGON 

Februttry 24, 1947 

Dear Abba. 

·•bo air I to ~ive you any political advice? 
You are now or leader and I am just a Yokel 
from far west but, st 11, I have an ide that 
I am going to pas on to you for whatever it 
is worth, wit 1 apologies in advance if you 
t10 ght of it yo r elf long ago. 

I have heard that Bob Tat sits on top of the 
heap that ill control polit"cal action for 
some time to come, and that one of the strong 
influences upon him is Owen Bre star. Would 
it not be a vantageous to our cause if you 
coul d oo am win this pair of wiley profes­
s·onal politicians? I believe their pressure 
upon Britain to re.,r he mandate to its 
pre- 1939 status will be rucial before drop­
ping t 1e entire n tter in the lap of the Un.: ted 
Net ions . 

I know you get lots of gratu·tous advice, but 
I j st feel that if you turn on the charm and 
g amour for this pair in Yashington, their 
support would be o ine timable va ue right 
at t s critical moment . If you have a minute 
drop me a line with your reactions to my sug­
gestion. 

I will see you in ontreal in June . Jieanwhile . 
don't get a loch in kopf. 

Devotedly yours . 

r Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
E. 105th St • and Anse l Road 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 
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~ . 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Hadaaaah, Women•• Zionist Organisation of America 
Mizrachl Organisation of. America 

Poale Zion-Zelze Zion of America 

Zionist Organizatior. of America 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Tanple 
Cleve lend, Ohio. 

Dear Dr. Si1vert 

June 11, 1947 

342 MADISON A VENUE 
NEW YORK 17. N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 2· 1160 

Thank you for your letter of June 6, 1941. The iddle East 
Conference of New York University went off quite successfully. The 
attendance was fair throughout, counting from 100 to 160 people or more. 
There wa s a considerable number of people from the academic world as 
well as from the oil industry. The latter came, of course, to the 
session devoted to oil. The reports in t he daily press were not so 
good, a.nd this was probably due to the fact th t the publici ty was 
handled by the New York University Publicity Department itself, and not 
by us. Our cooperation throughout had to be kept undercover, rut in the 
organization of the Oonf'erence we had practically f ull freedom of 
aetion--wi th the approval and knowledge of Professor Lengyel, the 
ini tie.tor of the Conf erence--whereas, the publicity had to be left 
to the New York University people themselves. However, the main value 
of this Conference will ma.terie.lize when the hole proceedings are 
published in book f onn, as it is intended to be. e are now working 
on i t. ·~en the book appears, it will probe.bJ.y be the most influential 
!'eapon in the hands of Blanche Shepard in sponsoring similar programs 
in other universities. 

The spirit of the Conference itself was excellent throughout. 
I do not have to enlarge on the presentati ons of men like Lowdermilk, 
Harlow, owrer, Fohs, Bre ster and Ben-Horin. But even Baroody, the 
Arab, gave a very fair appraisal of the economic problems of the 
Middle East and admitted both the economic and military weaknesses 
of the Arab States. 

Burton, while following the line of the Anglo-American Col?lnittee of 
Inquiry, gave a very pro-Jewish and pro-Zionist presentation of the 
problem, and appeared as a champion for immediate large scale immigration 
into Palestine. I don •t hesitate to se;y that on the whole it was a 
very satisfactory af'fair. 



Dr. Abba Hillel Silver - 2 - June 11, 1947 

Mar I use this opportu!li.ty in order to remind you once age.in that 
I am still waiting for your reaction to my memorandum on "Middle Blast 
Trends". I would greatly appreciate your letting me know whether 
I may count on your approval of the idea, as an idea, and whether you 
would allow me to sound out a few people as to their attitude. 

With kindest re ards, I am 

Very incerely yours, 

Eliahu Ben-Horin 

EBH/lb 
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LAKE LOOI S , ALBE.Rr A 

as from 10 E. 40 st. , N. Y. 

29 June 

Chairman, 
American Zionist Emergency Committee 

De Si , 

I have just received from Je ·usalem a. copy of your cable about 
myself. 

I e phatical.i..y repudiate your charges. They are witrue to fact, 
al de1·ous nd damaging. They should never have een made and shoul.d 
be i thdrawn. 

Your Los Angeles witch-hunters should clean out their own stables. 
should be glad to kno 1 w t "action" ha.a been taken with regard to 

the Zionist lady who "cont ibuted tn cost" of the t a-page Ben Hecht 
adve.c'tise ent in the Hollywood eport r of J 2 "as a public service". 

y recar s even as printed (and I as ta;l.ld. a.bout the plans fot· the 
edical School although no hint of :th t ~ppe d the published r port) 

se ved a.s a. veJ. y ode st counte last :to that tion. 

s ould have though't t my record o nty y ars' fruitful ork 
in J e ,usaJ.em would ve been enough to mak you pause before ma.king such 
wild accusations. I am critical of present policies, but I have earned 
thf) right to be so; nd it is foolish to try and stifle criticism by 
such unwo1"'thy means a& you have adopted. 

Yours truly, 

Leon Hoth 



• 

0 .. T 

J 2 

.ur 

• 'l 

0 



0 17 -

a., 

0 9J 



AMERICAN ZIONJSt e'MERGENCY COUNCIL 
342 MADISON AVE~UE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

' 

MEMORANDUM 

To Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date July 9• 1947 

From .. r. Joseph P. Sternstein 

SUbjeots AdTertisement in PM on Sunday, July 6th. 1947 

Mr• Shapiro requested that I send you this memorandum cone erning 
the facts surrounding the insertion of the advertisement by the national 
Young Zionist ActionsCommittee in the week-em edition of PM. 

In accordance with the policy 9f the American Zioniat Emergency 
Council, the Exeoutive Board of the t.tional Young Zionist Actions 
Committee decided that its campaign against the dissident organizationa 
would be waged in an affinnative rather than a negative manner, namely, 
that it wouMresen~d_he positiTe achievements of Haganah rather than 
indulge in f~ l)Dlf and name-oalling of the other side. This policy 
was pursued in every public presentation of the ease by the Yotmg Zionist 
Actions Comnittee. 

On Monday, June 30th in the New York Post alld on the following day 
in the newapaper PM appeared an advertisement from the .American League for 
a Free Palestine which in a vicious and vituperative tirade opened an out 
and out attack on the Jewish Agency and Haganah. I am enclosing a copy of 
that ad for your perusal. It became evident that this was the opening 
campaign on the part of the Bergson boys to launch a frontal attack on the 
authority of the J9Wish Agency and of the work of the Hagana.h. This 
impression is buttressed by the literature which they distributed in front 
of Carnegie .Hall on Thursday night. a sample of whieh I am also enclosing. 

From these two items it can be readily seen that there ia being 
initiated an open campaign in this country for the specific and aTowed 
purpose of auu:ill:hg discrediting the Agency and liag&nal'l, something more 
than a presentation of the activities of the Irgun and Stern groups in 
Palestine. 

The members of the Young Zionist Actions COl!IIlittee felt that a 
vigorous rejoinder had to be made even though it was for the record. It 
would be intolerable were no response, to be made to their campaign and the 
ad of Young Zionist Actions Committee was intended as such a rejoinder. 

I had seen the ad before it fts printed and.assumed responsibility 
on my part tor giving approval. In view of the short time available, the 
tc,xt was not shown to Mr. Shapiro, r. Manson or Mr. Tuvim and they were 
unaware of the insertion of this ad. My own reaction, now that there is an 
opportunity for some Yishuv Ha'Daa1 ,is that some of the terminology waa 
somewhat intemperate. I trust that you will appreciate, haweTer, my own 
anger and deep resentment at the ads and campaign of villification which is 
now being openly waged by the Berg•on boys. 

There is no doubt that such intemperanoy wi llnot be repeated in 



th.e future and it is not in keeping with the long range policy of the Young 
Zionist Actions Conmittee. It was passed as an exceptional and extraordinary 

measure. 

I trust that this information would provide sufficient background 
for the advertis911lent and the motivations which impelled its insertion. 

In conclusion, permit me again to make it perfectly clear that t he 
Executive staff of the :&nergonoy Council should in no wise be held responsible 
for this act. It was the impetuosity of young people in whom righteous 
anger provoked some rashness of action. 

JPS :EB 
Enols. 



SUMNER WELLES 

My dear vr. Silver: 

.Bar Harbor, Maine 

uguet 8, 1947 

I was sorry to learn in talking with .Mr. Ben-Horin 
yesterday that you had not learned in time of my inability 
to be present at the .anniversary .LJinner in .New York held 
early last month. fter you had been kind enough to ex­
tend to me the invitation to be present, my doctor told 
me that he wished me to remain quiet up here in aine this 
summer, to do no traveling, and to undertake no public 
addresses until after my return home the end of ~eptember . 

. ~patein came to see me a day later and, in order to 
avoid any delay, l asked him to be Aind enough to com­
municate with you directly and immediately concerning these 
facts so that you might be advised that my doctor's orders 
made it impossible for me to go back to ~ew York to attend 
tbe Anniversary vinner. . bpstein subsequently told me 
that he had conveyed this message to you. 1 am more than 
sorry that there should have been any misunderstanding. 

l send you my beet wishes for a successful outcome of 
the meeting which you are now about to attend in Zurich, 
and I hope tnat l may have the chance of seeing you after 
you get back. 

\ ith my kind personal regards, believe me, 

~abbi bba Hillel Silver, 
~are of American iioniet 

Emergency ~ouncil, 

very sincerely, 

342 US.dison Avenue, 
New iork, ~ew tork. 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

To 

From 

MEMORANDUM 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date October 17, 1947 

Blllahu Ben-Horin 

There is in Washington, D.c. an Institute of Ethnic Affairs, 
Inc. - a comparativelr recent formation. This institute 
publishes a month1y News Letter, and in its October issue I 
found a short piece on Palestine which is really excellent 
in its penetrating anal.ysis of one aspect of our Palestine 
ree.lities which seldom dre.ws much attention. It seems to 
me that you mar be interested in reading it. I therefore 
enclose a copy of it. 

My very best regards. 

EBH/lb 

Encl 



NEWS LETT.ER ---- --~----
of the Institute of Ethnic Atf&irs, Inc. October, 1947 

Vol. II No. 8 

The report of the United Nations Special. Conmittee 
on Pe.lestine should be reed a.a a whole, and more then once. 
It is a document extraordinary 1n 1 ts sincerity and its 
intellectual. adequacy • 

• . . . There is en aspect of the J"ewish, effort in 
Palestine which is too rarely commented on. That is its 
profound and complex XQ],u.Q,tarism. People who have come 
together froo many lands, end who are moved by ideas and 
purposes held in common, are engaged in wluntary cooperation 
through nearly the whole range of human affairs. Such is the 
industry of Palestine, consumptive and productive; and the 
schooling, the health service, the social insurance, the 
organization of leisure. Here is the "social contract", 
realized 1n the present; here is society, funct i oning in its 
every branch outside of, independently o, the political state. 
And what ensues? Releases of spiritual energy, unexceeded in 
this century; volitional perserverence; experimentalism, and 
industrial and social. inventiveness, pursued by en entire 
people. Zion through its tonne.ti ve first generation has been 
compelled to do without political statehood--to do without the 
power and instinct of com~lsion of the political. state. And 
this circumstance has been momentous for history. 

Now, almost certainly, a critical. change is at hand. The 
political state 1s at hand; w1. thin the Near mast situation. It is 
inescapable. ill Zionism prove able to intensify and increase 
its voluntary cooperation when adjusting its social organism into 
statehood? A question greater than the Palestinian issues hangs 
on this question. Some would say that it is the deepest world 
question of all& deepest in relation to hu.'llan creativity, deepest 
in relation to ethnic strivings and conflicts, deepest 1:a. 
relation to world order and peace. 

• 
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