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.. MINUTES OF l-DTING OF THE IN'l!ERI~ COMNITT"""..J; 

Wednesday, January 22, 19u7 

XIV. 

Hotel Pennsylv( nia, l ew York City 

COltF IIJENT L\.L 

The meeting opened at lO o 55 a.mo with Henry Honsky, Chaitnan, presiding. 

Those resent were g Jacob Alson, Maurice Bisgyer, l·ax Bres s ler, A-rthur Gilbert 
alternate for Mrs o l•.onroe ;:,eligma.n), 11..rs. David de5ola Pool, :Rabbi William Dr~zin, 

Dr. Ua.urice N. Eisendrath, Mrs . Ida. Cook Farber 0 Dr. Siuon J'ederbuach, Professor 
Hayim Finema.n , Harold Oo N. Frankel, Dr. Iara.el Goldstein, Mrs . Erwin Guttman 
(alternate for Mrs . Joseph l-1 . Welt) , Max A,. Kopstein , Charles P. Kramer, 
Dr. A. Leon Kubowitzki 0 Louis Lipsky 0 Jacob Ma.rrus (alternate for Leon Gellman), 
;aabbi I r ving Miller ~ Mre . Florence Pearlnan(a.lternate for Mrs. Samuel W. Halprin), 
Dvorah Rothbard p Samuel Rothstein, Ru.bin Saltzman p Louis Segal, Ezra Shapiro, 
Simon E . Sobeloff, Alex F . Stanton, Hernann Stern, Mrs o Louie Wald (alternate for 
Mrs. Samuel Goldstein), Babb1 DaTid Wice (alternate for Sidney G. Kusworm), 
Dr. Stephen S . Wise o 

Guests : Dro :Boris Pliskin, Leon Reti.r:, Samuel Shlomowitz, Edward Goldburg 
(delegate f r om ~an .Antonio, Texas) . 

Staff: I o L. Kenen, Dro Frank :Barth, Emil Bergen 9 Colo Bernard Bernstein, Lillian 
FriedDBn, Sylva Gilnan 8 Dr. Maurice &lperin, RUth Berahnan, Mrs . J. R. Jarcho, 
Arthur LiTer~ , Abram Rothfeldt David R. Wahl . 

The Interim Committee ro~e aa Dr. Wise· on i ts behalf paid tribute to the 
memory of Adolph Rosenberg, Jacob Fishman and Professor Alexander Chaim Pekelis. 

II. MIBU'IES OF IEETIHG OJ' NOVEMBiR 19, 1946 approved . 

III. DPORr ON .\CTIVITIIS - The Secr~tary reported on: 

& o Peace Treaties The activit es of the working committee in connection 
with peace treaties with the ex- enemy satellites bad continued in New York, the 
obJect being to persuade the Council of Foreign Ministers to accept the clauses, 
recommended by the Conference of Paris , which were responsiTe n part to the dema.nda 
of the J ewish organizations o The work wao crowned with success when on December 2, 
1946 the Council unanimously accepted these clauses which dealt, in the main, with 
restitution of Jewis h property, compensation for property which could not be restored, 
a.nd proper disposition of heirlese Jewish aseetso 

b. International Refugee Organization - A compromise bad been proposed at UI 
providing that IBO, in resettling displaced persona, should take into account the 
wishes of people in neighboring statea p thia measure being direc)ed against Jewa 
who planned to migrate to Palestine o A telegram had been sent to Mrs. Roosevelt, 
si&ned by Messrs o Monsky and Lipsky, asking her to oppose this cJ.ause, but 
Mrs. Roosevelt had , in fact, led the proponents of this measureo Thia clause waa 
ultiniately adopted, although the American delegation had indicated that it would 
do nothiDtg inconsistent with the President's policy on Palestine. 

c. Palestine - Following a. report tlut.t a. group of Tel AViT Jew-a had been 
forced to run a gantlet of rifles, clubs and batona, a letter wae aent ,o the 
Secretary of State asking him to ascertain all the releTant fa.eta and make the 
necessary representation& o 
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~hen it was learned that in G llOWl sect on o the country ~ritiah Consuls had 
been naking speeches highly offensive to ii ews a communication was a ddressed to the 
Secretury of st~te requesting ia 1nterTention in the ma.tter o 

d. Restitutio laws - Follo-,ing the meeti with Gen ral Cla.y at which 
Mr. Lipsky and Colonel l3ernste n represented the Conference 0 proposals wer made, 
seeking amendments in the German restitution law o The Conferenc and coop rating 
organiz~tions had been meeting re larly ~d as a result of the r efforts, O~DU.S 
had accepted aome of thei propo al o 

As regards heirlesa property, certain of the cooperating organizations felt 
that O?-GW ahould claim such pro:peri7 and then turn 1 t OTer to the Jewish organiza­
tion■, while the Conference Tlewpoint coneisten\ly had been that a Jewish body be 
entrusted wi,h this respons bility~ Thi• Tiew had receiTed the approval of General 
Cl.&7 • 

Articles of Incorporation and By- law• had been drawn up or such a Jewish 
trusiee organizationt which w uld hold trust title to the· property, while the JDC 
and the Jewiah Agency for Pales tine would be the operating a.ga-iciee o The ConfP-rence 
ExecutiTe Commiiiee bad approved this proposal and the .Agency and JDC had agreed in 
principleo 

The ~tter of he rl s1 ewish property in this country waa, also coneideredo 

Re$pondiDg to the · intervent!on of the Conference and ihe World Jewish Congresa, 
certain HW3&arian Jewiah prop rty had been made aTailable to Jew ah agenc1es o 

Whe..u t wa.s learne tha an unsatisfactory x·eatitution law was about to be 
adopted by ~uatria, thefi e ,ooper~t1ng orgh.Jliz~,1on communicated thdr objections 
to General Clay ~nd proposed amendments , 

IV.. GEBMiJI PEA.CE T~TY 

A do01ment 1 embodying proposals to be made to the Big Four in connection with 
this treaty, had been approTed in principle by the E~ecutive Committee o Followiiag 
conaideration of tb memorandum und the 13 po nt summary attached to it , and a 
minor amendllent suggested bj l•i o Sha iro, a 

MO'l! ION : by Mr " S an on that the draft be app roTed was CARRIED .. 

t this point Mr o Lipsky as1um d th Cha r e 

The Secretary stated that t had been hoped that all the part s to the 
Tripartite Agi:-eement would a k conaultat1Te status wi\h the Economic and Social 
Council as a unit o The orld J wish Congrees had filed as para e application 
and the ~oard of Depu\iea ad propo e~ hat i , the Conference, and possibly CRIF, 
file a joint appl cat on u The Int 1m Commi~tee had so agreed at its previous 
meetingo The BoardD a em s c this countr,; had sue,gested the name of the Co-
ordinating Board of Jewish Organ zations for this ad hoc bodyo 1ollowing the 
decieion of the Execu~ive Committee approving tne name 0 cables had been received 
from Basle from several Interim Committee member• urging del~ in the filing of 
the joint npplica\iono The matter had bee considered by the lxecu~ive Committee, 
which had no• revised its decision 

.Point of Ordero Mro Mon8ky raised the point that ihe Interim Committee had 
considered and passed upon the question~ that the lxecutive Commi\tee had im­
plemenied ine recommendation 0 and tha\ p therefore 0 there wne noihing before the 
meeting, unless a notion for reconsideration was mad.ea 



_, 

Rabbi Miller 8 s motion for reconsideration of the action of the Interim Com­
mittee was withdrawn, but he was given the privilege of making a ata.temento He said 
that the creation of the Cocr dinating Board was not altogether well advised ; that 
whereas all previous joint interventions had been of an ad hoc character. the pro­
posed application for consultntive status differed in that it was addressed to a 
permanent bOc\Y; that if ~e Congress joined the other orgmizations, its own position 
would be impaired. He indicated that the Conference's first obligation was to seek 
to secure consultative status as a national body. Also participating in the dis­
cussion were Mro Lipsky, Mr. Monsky, Dr. Kubowitzki, Dr. Wise, Colonel Bernstein and 
Dr. HnJ.porino 

MOTIONo Mro Segal8s motion to instruct the hecutive Committee to review the 
situation in consultation with the representatives of the World Jewish Congress in 
order to clarify the situation and reach an agreement beneficial to both organiza­
tions was withdrawno 

The session adjourned at 128~0 pom• 

Tne afternoon sessionD chaired by Kro Lipsky- 0 reconvened at 2:30 p.mo 

VI. STATJMENT OF DELEGATES OF THE Cli1NTRAL COMMITTEE OJ' LD3EBATE JEWS 

By wrv of introduction, the Secreta17 reported that me Conference had had a 
number of meetings with the delagateso and that it had arranged for them to meet with 
General Hilldring 0 Assistant Secretary of War Peterson, and otb.er officials a that the 
delegates desired9 above allo a change of attitude by -'merican Jewry towards the dis­
placed persons; i;b.at they had empbaaized the need for a separate DP econo~ , wi 'th 
emphasis on reco1~truction0 ~hat Judge Rifkind and a number of experts 0 at the re­
quest of the Conference and other orgm izations, were planning a work program which 
vouli pL~ovide for a monetary incentiveo which could be furnished by tne JDC and, 
perhaps I) by the proposed Jewish Reati tution Agency-o 

a) Mro Retter gave a descrip~ion of the social structure, economic set~UPo 
ana. political situation in the campso He indicated that the displaced persons did. 
not approve of the JDC 9 s"socinl workei" approach. to t.neir group. He pleaded. for 
recognition of his orgmization ana. pointed out that ,;he Cen,;ral Cotmlit~ee ~ buil~ 
a cultural departmento schooleo nospitals, farms, a vocational training program 0 

sports programo etc. While "he JDC admittedly had helped, not enough had been done. 
After Xielce and the consequent influx of 1000 000 more dl. aplaced personso the work 
of tne relief agencies had fal. len down. He urged the creation of a constructive 
plan and proposed a three point program - recognition of the Central Comcittee, 
adoption of the principle of work 0 and a positive plan for 1947 which would in lude 
work for 36 8 000 peopleo 

b) Dro Pliakin suggested that the 243,000 Jews living in the camps required 
one-ihird of the JDC budgeto that there were among lihe diaplace<1 persona man_y· 
qualified people wb.o could do the work now done by officials from America; also, 
tllat the gross difference in pq granted to displaced peraons and relief officials 
made for bad morale among the displaced personso Be cooplaibed that after six 
meetings witn JDC officials, the delegation had been told that further discussions 
were necessary ana. that the JDO refU.sed to make any commi\ments. 

MOTIONo llabbi Miller• s moliion mat lihe Interim Committee express deep ap­
preciation of the efforts of Judge llif'kind on behalf of ·iJle diaplace4 persons and. 
th,.t the Co=ni ttee give 1 ts approval of the autonomeua efforts of tile democraticall_y­
organized Central Committee of Liberated Jews and of the propoeed work progrom, and 
that a committee be appointed to take spee~ action with regard .o placing all the 
facts before the JDC was CARRIIDo 
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nI. COMMITTEE ON FUTUll ORG.ANIZ.A.TIOB 

Dro llisendrat.nl) Committee Onairmano made an interim rep&rt. The Comrni ttee 
bad had a number of meetings and had coopted three ad.di tional members - Judge Harr-.1 
Fisher of Cincinnatio llzra Shapiro of Clevelando Harold J. Goldenberg of Minneapolis. 

Inaomuch. as it was felt that the Committee should know the peints of view 
and opinions of the communities throughout the country" delegates had been canvassed 
as to the best method of selecting representatives to ~he new bod;y; there was agree­
ment in principle on the purpose and scope of the fu;ure organizationo 

There was a discussion on the purpose and scopeo as agreed upono in which 
Mr. Segal. o Dro Goldstein0 Mro Xopstein 0 Dro Xubowi~zki 0 Mr. Stsntono Rabbi Miller, 
Mr. Frankel 0 Mro Lipsk:J o Mro Marrus l) Mro Shapire and Mrso Perlman particiJ;B tedo 

MOTIONo Rabbi Miller's motion that the Interim Committee had received and 
noted the report •f ~he Committee on ruture Organization concerning agreement on 
the nature and scope of t.ne new organization, and that it refers the matter back 
to ~he Committee for furt.ner consideratiene was secended by Mro Shapir• and CARRIIDo 

VIIIo FOURTH fmSSIO~ 

MOTION.11, Mro Shap1re1s 1:1otion that the Executive Committee be auth•rizAd te 
make plans for ~he rourth Session of ~he Conference end te repQrt at the next 
meeting of the Interim Committee was qARRDmo 

The meeting adjourned at 4S45 pomo 

I 
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COPI OP TELEGRAM 
7 

HEDI MOISII CB!IRMU A.MERICAll JIVISH COD'ERENCE 
J1ll IILLEL SILYER CHlIRMllf AMEllICAII ZIOIIST EMEBGENCI COUNCIL 
521 FUTH J. VENUI 

RBPLIDG TO YOUR TELEGBlM FEBRUARY 12 PIISIDDT1S SCHEIIJLE 

WIIJ., NOT PEBMIT MEETIBG HEXT WEEK. Bl HAS .lSIE THAT YOU 

DISCUSS THIS IMPORTllT SITUATION WITH SECIETARI or STA TE 

MUSBALL AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLI DlTI 

MlTTIIIV J COIHELLI SECRETARI TO THE PRESIDEBT 
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Chairman 
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AMERICAN J £WISH C □NFERENCE 
521 Fifth Avenu Phom• MUrray Hill 2-il97 New York 17, N. Y. 

'«·••hinKton Oflit'e: 1706 G Str.-el, N.~., W•i.hin,ilon 1, D. C. Phone R.-1mhlic- 0883 

Cable Addrt-1,11: AMCOl'liFERNC 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
Tl:e Temple 
Ansel Road and 105th Street 
Cl eveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver : 

februar.,· 18 , 1947 

I enclose for your information copy of our telegram 
asking for the appointment w th the President, copy of the 
Pres ident's reply , copy of our telegram of February 6th 
nrotesting a ainst Britain ' s ctions in Palestine and asking 
for Amer ican intervention, copy of letter which came in from 
ecretary of State •!arshall t de.y an copy of telegram from 

Judge Proskauer . 

ILK : jr 

enclosures 

CordialJy yours , 

%~ 
I. L. Kenen 
Executive Secretary 
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AMERICAN JEWISH [ □NFERENCE 
521 Fifth Avenue Phone MUrray Hill 2•7197 New York 17, N. Y. 

W■1hington Oflit·e: 1706 G Street, N.W., Washington J, D. C. Phone Republic 0883 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
The Temple 
Ansel Road and 105th Street 
Cleveland 6, Ohio 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Cal.le Addresb: AMC:ONFERNC 

March 12, 1947 

Before you left for Palest ine I telephoned you about the 
problem of immigration into the United States which was raised vi.th 
you by Mr. Neuma.rk and which we hope you will bring to the attention 
of Senator Taft. 

Briefly, this is the situation: 

We take the position that immigration laws now on our books 
should be liberalized by Congress to permit a reallocation of existing 
quotas. As you know, the quota for Germany is large; the quotas for 
Poland, Hungary, Rumania, etc. are very small. If displaced persons 
who are now in Germany and who wish to come to the United States to 
join their relatives here re to be admitted, th re must be a re­
allocation of quotas or else they will have to wait for many years. 

This campaign is being sponsored by the Citizens Committee 
on Displaced Persons which is headed by Earl G. Harrison. The 
American Jewish Conference is supporting the program. As the program 
is presented, no special privileges are asked for Jews since the 
campaign is being supported by Catholics, Protestants and Jews and 
since Jews form only a small minority of the displaced persons. We 
have very strongly opposed separatist campaigns sponsored by the 
American Federation for Polish Jews and some other Jewish landsmann­
scbaft organizations which have been agitating for the admission of 
100,000 Jewish DP's into the United States. We have taken the position 
publicly that such agitation was a serious blunder, first, because it 
provided a diversion which the British could use as an excuse for 
further delay in Palestine; second, because it destroyed any chance 
of maintaining a united front with Catholics and Protestants, which 
is indispensable if the legislation is to go through and, third, 
because the campaign was bound to and bas created a Cl.verse reaction 
in Washington. 

What we ask is actually for a very limited concession by 
Congress. The reallocation of existing quotas and th use of unfilled 
quotas would not increase imnrl.gration beyond th t which is now permitted 
under existing immigration laws. It would make it possible to carry 
out these laws. At the present time the inunigration into the country 
is a tiny trickle. 



CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 

American A ssociation for Jewish Education 

A merican Federation of Jews from Central Europe 

American Federation for Polish Jews 

American Jewish Congress 

A merican Jewish Congress-Women 's Division 

American Jewish Labor Council 

A .Z.A . of B'nai B'rith 

Bessarabian Federation of A"1erican Jews, Inc. 

B'nai B'rith 

B'nai B'rith, Women's Supreme Council 

Bnai Zion 

Central Conference of American Rabbis 

Council of Jewish Fraternal Federati~ns 

Federation of Palestine Jews 

Free Sons of Israel 

Habonim, Labor Zionist Youth 

Hadassah, Wome0 's Zionist Organiza tion of America 

Hapoel Hamizrachi of America 

Hashomer H.adati 

Hashomer Hatzair 

Hillel Foundation 

Histadruth lvrith 

Independent Order Brith Abraham 

Independent Order Brith Sholom 

Independent Order Brith Sholom of Baltimore 

Intercollegiate Zionisi Federation of America 

Jewish National Wor ers Alliance 

Jewish Peoples Fraternal Order of the IWO 

Jewish War Veterans of the United States 

Jewish War Veterans Ladies Auxil iary 

Junior Hadassah 

Junior Mizrachi Women 's OrgoniLation of America 

Labor Zionist Organization of America-Peale Zion 

Masada 

Mizrachi Organ iz"t"on of America 

Mizrachi Women 's Organization of America 

National Association of Jewish Center Workers 

National Council for Jewish Education 

National Council of Jewish Women 

National Council of Jqwish Juniors 

National Council of Young Israel 

National Federation of Hebrew Teachers 

National Federation of Jewish Men 's Clubs 

of the United Synagogue of America 

National Federation of Tempie Brotherhoods 

National Federation of Tempie Sisterhoods 

Na io al Fed ation of Tempie Youth 

National Wo en's League 

of he Unit d Synagogue of America 

Pioneer omen's Organization of America 

Progressio1e Order of the West 

Rabbinical Assembly of America 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Union of Orthodo Je vish Congregations of America 

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America-

V/omen s Branch 

Union of Sephardic Congregations 

United Galician Jews of America 

United Roumanian Jews of America 

United Synagogue of America 

Yiddish P.E.N. Club 

Yiddish Writers Union 

Young People 's League of the U ited Synagogue of America 

Zionist Organization of America 
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Senator Taft bas been approached before on this question and 

he did not indicate any lack of sympathy. Mr. Irving Engel of the 

American Jewish Committee talked with him last November. I spoke to 

h:i.In in December. Nevertheless, the Republican Steering Committee 

appointed Senator Revercombe of est Virginia to frame its immigration 

policy and the Senator's report was a serious blow for be cam out 

against any reaJ_location of immigration provisions. 

I hope that you can indicate to Senator Taft that Zionists 

and non-Zionists have joined forces in this fight. 

If there is any further information I can sub it to you, 

I shall be happy to be of service. 

Cordially yours, 

~~ 
I. . Kenen 

ILK:jr 
E cut iv Secretary 
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PLAN FOR A PDM.AltlNT ORGANIZATION 

APPROVED :BY THE INTERIM COMMITTEE OF THE AMlmICAN-JE'i IS CONF.tlRENC 
March l8 and ~ 2, 1~7 

Io PUBPOSE AND SCOPE 

1. An organizationo democratic in structure and representative of the .American Jewish 
cocmunityo shall be established to secure and protect Jewish r ghts and to promote the 
general welfare of the Jewish peopleo here and a.broad ; and to eb.hance the contribution 
of the Jewish community to American democracyo 

ao In the field of international affairs , the organization shall act for 
American Jewry in all representations before the United Sta.tee Government and 
its departmentsa intergovernmental 8.4J8I1Cies and the United Nations , and in all 
public relations connected therewitho The organization shall endeavor to 
cooperate with the organized Jewiah communities of other countries and with 
such international Jewish agencies as are or may be establishedo 

bo In all matters affecting the rigb.ts and status of the J ewish peo:ple with 
regard to Palestine and its upbuilding, the organization shall en eavor to 
cooperate with the Jewish Agency for Palestine and mey request organization• 
and agencies engaged in activities in this field in the United States to 
submit reports periodicallyo 

Co In the defense of Jewiah rights in the United States and in opposing s.11 
anti-democratic forces and tendencies in American life and i . comba.tting anti 
Semitism in all its forms !) the organization shall a.ct through recognized Jewiah 
agencieso affiliated with the organization 0 operating in these fields! without 
affecting their autonomy., it being unierstood that such agencies shall be invit­
ed to report to the organization periodically in order that the organization m~ 
be in a position to consider their policies end wol'k , and recommend proposal• to 
promote their objectives o 

d. In the field of overseas relief and rehabilitationD the organization shall 
act througb. recognized Jewish agencieso affiliated with the organization, oper­
ating in these fields o without affecting their autonomy, it being understood 
that such agencies shall be invited to report to the organization - eriodically 
in order that the organization mq be in a. position to consider their policies 
and worko and recommend proposals to promote their object veso 

IIo STRUCTUHJD 

lo The organization shall be governed by a National Council hi ch shall decide its 
policies and elect an executive body to conduct its affairs . 

2. The National Council shall meet biennia.14' at a time and place to be fixed by 
its executive body ; and provision shall be made for special sessions of the National 
Council at the call of the executive bodyo 

•A Jo The National Council shall consist of not more than 750 delegates to be 
elected biennially in accordance with the rules of election approved by the Council. 
The election shall be supervised by a National Board of Electiona to be nm:ied by the 
executive body o 

4. The Delegates shall be elected as follows& 

ao 1;0 to be elected by recognized national organizations on a basis of 
parity; that is, these organizations shall be divided into c tegoriea the 
members of which shall have equal representation ; 

bo 100 to be elected from the city of Bew York; 
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c. The remainder to be elected by commtmities on t :following basisz 

All cor.ununi ies with a Jewish population of 1,000 or oor 
one delegate for the first 1,000, an e.d.ditionn.l d le{;ate for 
or cajor faction thereof, and additional delega.,es for enc 
ma ·or fr~ction thereof. 

all elect 
th net 7.500 
15,000 or 

d. States where there are no communities havin~ 1,000 Jewish resider.ts 
s all be deaned to be :regions which are to be entitled to one d lega·e 
each. 

•B 5. The ·ational Board of Elections shall have au hority to designate to serve as 
the local elections cotllllittee to supervise the election of delegates. either the repre­
s ntative body of the local cor.Ir.1unity o, if there is no such central 'epre~entative 
body in a position to act, or where no such body c 0 ~ be or6 a:4ized, an ad hoc committee 
to be appointed af er con ultation with representativas of the local c n:u::ru.nityo 

III o .REPRESENTA ION 

•c 1. T National Board of Elections shall formulate rules to ensure democratic 
systec of representation. The es in effect at the Fir e~ i or of the • crican 
Je • h C nfere ce shal govern the elections for ~eler;ates o the nc, oodys \ th the 
exception that~ 

•D ao The systen of CUT.lula.tivo voti g shall be discontinuedo 

b. 'l'he d.cfini tion of nu nal meobers i rgru: i zation or local member­
ship Groups shall be amend t includ n ior.al and locc.l membership 

oups devoted to Jow· s :r.>hilanthr p but a ecial rule shall .. e adopted. 
governing the number of represent nt ves such organizo.tions Bhall be 
permitted in the ty elecvionso 

c. All el ctor s l be elected at ~eeting of their organizations 
called for the nurooseo .. -

2. The National :Board of Elections shall have contin ousl;r under review 
r.1ethods of election in all ,arts of tho country in order to perfect the most deoo 
crat·c and practical electoral proced\D."'eSo In view of the ~act that direct elections 
have been ur~d as conducive to denocratization. the National Board of Elections is 
~ut4 orized to study the question nnd to experimon~ in this form of elections in any 
commu.~ities with a Jewish ~opulation of 5,000 or lessp where t e local nominations 
cor:unittee, by a majority vote, shall express its desire for direct electionso 

IV. PROC:m>URE 

The decisions of the National Cou..'tcil shall be deeme(l th views of th body as a. 
.ol but shall not be regarded as representative of the view~ of all affil·ated 

oreanizations unless such or anizntions ha.vo ratified th action 

Vo Al•!ENDMEHT~ 

Amendments to the constit tion of the new org ization mey be adopted by a 
two-thirds vote of the delogates at a meeting of the National Counc.l; except 
that az:1endments to Article l, Purpose and Scope. shall require a. two-thirds v--ote 
of the delevites of the n tional or anizations and a tl«:>-thirds ote of the dele&-atcs 
representin· the comriunitie o 
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FOOTNOTES 

•A. Under this plan many more comouni ties will ha.ve direct .representation than in 
the American Jewish Conference .. Under the Conf ... rence plan there were 500 delegates 
of whom 125 wero elected by national organizations and 375 by the communitien.with 

ew York lir.rited to lOOo The communities were entitled to one delegate for each 
10.000 Jewish. population or raajor fraction thereof, while communities of less than 
50000 were cot:1bined into elected regions o Accordingly, 78 ci tioe anl 58 roe,.1.ons 
were representedo 

Under the new plan, 217 communit~es outside Greater New York will elect 
1~19 delegates o ·, 

•:B. This :provision will em1Jower local community councils or other re:presentati ve 
;bodies to conduct comm.unity elections wherever possibleo In the past special 
election comittees were appointed in each cor:uuunity~ 

•C. The rules in effect at the first session of the ~\merican Jewish Co.ference 
provided for indirect election of delegate~ in the communities and regions at 
electoral conferencesD Any local Jewish membership groupo organized and func­
tion·ng prior to December 7, l~l engaged in recognized Jewish activitieso with 
a raembership of more than 50, had the righ.t to no~inate and se~d one electoral 
delegate to the district or regional election conference for the fir~ .50 members 
and one additional delegat fo each add tional 75 me bers or major fr tion thereof. 

•Do In reconmending that the ystem of C'UJ!lu.lativo voti g - in use nt the First 
·ession of the American JewiBh Confore1 ce - be diocon n1.1edo the Committee on future 
Organization expressed itsel~ ·n favor of the princi· le that some more f asible 
syste~ be fou.~d to ensure representatio for minori y groupso 

oeiu:153 
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AMERICAN JEWISH CONFERENCE 
.521 Fifth Avenue Phone M rray Hill 2.·19• 

Washin11ton Offit·e: 1i06 G 'treet, N.W., Wa hin11ton ], D. C. 

Cahlf! Addrt> : MCONFERN<.; 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chairmen 
American Section of the Executive 
Jewish P..gency for Palestine 
16 Ea.st 66th treet 
New York City 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

New York 17, . Y. 
Phon~ R,-public- 0883 

The Interim and Executive Committees of the 

American Jewish Conference have considered the 

present relations which obtain bet een t e Je sh 

Agency for Palestine and the Conference, and do ot 

consider them satisf ctory. 

The Conference has been eager to cooperate at 

all times, but the lac of re ular, joint consultations 

does not enable us to be properly orientated end in­

formed. 

It is suggested that regular meetings be held on 

both ~olicy-m ing and operational levels o that 

common olicy may be agreed to and pursued , es ecially 

duri the ueriod. hen the P lestine uestion is under 

consideration by the United ations. 

LL:lf' 

Sincerely yours, 

Louis Li sky, Chairman 
Executive Committee 
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521 Fifth Avenue Phone MUrray Hill 2-7197 New Yorh 17, N. Y. 

i _ bba • illel c::-ilver 
enc., for _ clestine 

66t Street 
l Y J" y , ew or , _,e ·1 _orK 

Dear D_ . Sil Yer : 

WASHINGTON OFFICF 
1706 G STREET, N. w . 
WASHINGroN 1, D. C. 

PHONE REPUBLIC 0883 

AY 1 

As you u "', ! ave een i 1fornecl, I .1ave o. e considerable 
ork, both wi tL t_ e Soviet Jrnbass:.-, .. and .-;i th t 11e Soviet 
ele6ation in _,.ew Yo_:~. I t re7>ort to yo tl!.. .. t t_ ... e 

E:.bas y • :n .r s been nost a~ io~s to re eive all 
• ossible hel·:> and s -.;estion<'! for t 1e benef~t of their de_e-
--a.tion at t!'le Un::.ted _·ati . bH s ec·a1 
• cue .. to cir ele--atio. l ls "1ic:1 I ~.a - atl ere<l. 
:::.J ... t. e Euergenc: o. :ice , nd t .. 1e t. e 1is_1 

e _fice i . sh-- to tion to . see·nc; • r . 
Gro r.i ara i ..... e Yor: .. , tl e So .. iet 
::nb in a.z: eu o t. em b r nouc: a !nee ial 
cov andw. o sis 1:1 • c .. 1 I e-.J' ed, fiett inc; 
1ort 1 res of . ency . • t e A 1eric-m Jewi .1 

co ......... ~.:ty vis-a- vis t ... e Palesti:1e situc:-tion . 

I r.mst re-1ort to :ro,· t_ '.) t i 1 .... 1 . :· f.: cus io s i t.1 
t.:.1e ~r:1bass~ mid ·it 1 t1 e Soviet e e,;at • on I _ound no re­
sistance to t:1e e~'.>ressio s of t .. e Je..ri<-.. ·.?eo:1le c.s t ted 
in the official ositi _ s, . • it i<'! a :natter 
o_ reat ratification to oe, it :;iu t be to .,01 , th t t!1e 
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Soviet dele ·at ion • .,.:fo r.1ed be..ron 1at we . ave been ~ ccustoned 
to e ect from an.. ·re t ·?o • er .:.n on· be. alf . I .i :. to 
C"!tate c te oricall.,,. tlat t 110 d. a ri vous error to 
attribute t: ... e erfor:1anc of t _e Sov· et .,ele ation to an--

ab ·1ity o. tl..e a_ t of sel .- o any o"". er 
ecia.l _eader to co vice t' ex oft e ~ositio. t.ey ho 

t i:e . I t_in: it ·s onl-- ·Jracti cal to realize t:. -1- ~01-
·'iriction ,. as os ibl ec u e t.aere ·r . a o co ·ncidenc e of 
i tercst a.i~d attit de. 

In only o e res1ect did I f:.c t.e So iet elegation 
oi:n out of it \·tay to lter a ·)o ition '·hic1 it w O a out 

THB JNTBRIM COMMITI"BB WAS ESTABLISHED BY nu DBLBGATB OP THB AMBRIC.AN 
JEWISH CONPl!R6NCB IN NBW YORK, SEPT. 2, )943, TO IMPLEMENT ITS RESOLUTIONS 
ON: THB RBSCUB OP BUROPBAN JEWRY; THP. RIGHTS AND STATUS OP JEWS IN nu: 
POST-WAR WORLD; THB RIGHTS OP 1118 JBWISH PBOPLB w1rn RBSPBCT TO PALBSTINB 
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to take. T. at -lad to do wit_ the stan on the co o ition 
of the inquiry connission . •I r. Jroeyko ·ms rather s rised 
to learn t. t the A -ency - referred to incl de Great Britain, 
t.e Arab countries and neutral countries, as well as t ... e 

e;ency, in a non- votin ca::_)acit· . Ori inally (and t.1is is 
et e .ely confidential) t.ey had planned tot ~ea stand 
\• l1ich ·rnuld exclude Great Britain, the Arab -)o ters and t.1e 
great "',)Owers, in order to ive t e Je tis cor::un mit of 
Palestine a better advanta{;e . It ·ms 1i1en I trans1. itted 
to t.! em t l.1.e in truction of t · e enc:p executive t ·1at t l1e 
\fere 1illin,... to C- ange t ... 1eir stand and co□e out favorabl 
for inclusion of the bi five as well as t ! e ency, even 
tnou~ it ~eant includine t e Arab countries. From erso~ 1 
conve!' ation I can re ort to you, t e 'Jress to tne contrarJ 
not,-Ti t standin~, that there was t h e reatest ant onis:r:1 be­
tween ti:1e Arab dele ation -md t .e Soviet dele ation. _ 1ere 
is indeed CTUc nore co _ a t ibili ty bet 1een t he Soviet dele-
ates and ency asnirations . 

I re~Jo rt t is to you in sone detail because, w ile t_ is 
is t he first time in • ic_1 I d s· ec ific contact ii t n Soviet 
r8i resentatives in connectio~ with t :1e Palesti·1e matter, it 
is in keen ing wit tne generous attitude r'lic t : ey ve 
exnressed wit res_ ect to Je is di -.,laced ~ ersons w .ic' is 
quite at varia.--ice wit 1 the' r stand o non-Jewish DP' s . Were 
I to revie ey e erience of t e ast ear a..-rid a alf ·rith 
tl e dis_ laced e1sons proble, rould h veto r ort in all 
fair. ess t at it wa t 1e coo eration of t 1e Soviet Govern ent 
in r atria.tin many t ousands of Polis 1 Jews hich made it 
• ossible to build u, t h e Jewis~i DP "'JO u1~tion now i Gema.ny 
fro!l 70 , 000 at war• s end, to almo t a quarter of a million 
at t 1e ,resent time and certainly no one will ainsay that it 
is tne - ressµre of t l1 is lnr e Jewi - DP -10 ulation '-' i.lich is of 
ine timable value to t 1e Zio 1st cause Tith re ect to in­
creasin i .i 00ration to P lestine nd bu ldin to aras a Jewis 
majority in Palestine . 

I repo rt t is to ou in t e o )e that bot.. t· e en y 
and t e ZOA will e~)ress formally, bot to t.ae Soviet E1.bas 
and its dele ation. , their gratification wit1 the Soviet con­
tribution to ro ress at Unite ·ation , -y1 r ticularly as to 
t. e clarification of issues . I s ~d 1 .. _ also to ur-e t.1at 
at ti is time a:.1d il tl e new cli . ate ich :1as been evelo-1ed, 
t.1e ency do its utmost to establi ra :1or t for ~uture 
reference -ri t the Soviet Governnent in order to counter -
bal 1ce t e anti- Jewisn att:tude renre entative of bot' t ... 1e 

Briti d erican attitudes as ex; ressed in tle course of 
t:1i United Nations debate . 

ith sincere re ards , 

David R. 11 
as inPton Secretary 



LOUIS LIPSKY 
386 Fourth Avenue 

New York 16, N. Y. 

May 1 , 1947 

~ dear Dr. il ver: 

'l'he b it: proposa.ls of the Committee on Future Organiz t • on, 
of which Dr . . aurice N. Eisendrath is Chairman, after months 
of discussion, have finally bee soproved by the Interim 
Committee. T ey ere to eerve es the basis for negotiations 
with national organizations and consultations 1\'ith ·leading 
community councils. ,ben 11 these consltation have been 
held , the Interim Committee will prepare the final report 
for submis ion to the Fourth Se sion of the Conference , to 
be held in Chicago from August 50 to Seutember 1. 

I need not remind the Zionist repres ntatives that a funda­
mental issue in American Je sh life is involved in the 
estsbli h.ment of a perm nent or ani~ation. o a large 
extent , ~.merican Zionists are resoonsible forte 1 unching 
of the Americe.n Je is Conference. The r also responsible 
for the movement to ere te permen nt organization. In my 
vie·, it is most desirebl th~t th Zion Et group - the 
l~gest in the Conference - arrive ~t some common under tending 
in o· er that t eir in luence my be ~irect a toward the achi_ve­
ment o a pUMo e that ,ill be benefici 1 to Jewi h interes s. 

I em, therefore, unofficielly takin the liberty of askin the 
representati ec of the Zionir ~rou s o mee on Tue ~y 
evenin , . y f v , at 8 P~ , at the office<- of th on erence, 
5 1 Fift ve ue, ew or it-, to isc1ss these m ter. 

It i~ your uty to ttend this meetin. 

Vecy cordi ly your, 

_r., ~ ~ 

Louis •. s, y 



Mr. Louis Lips}Q" 
521 Fifth Avenue. Room 1401 
New tork 1?, N. Y. 
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NJIIDRS 01' DI IBTERIM COMMITm 
Mq 20, 1~7 

M. Grosman 

Special Meeting 

This ia to remind you that the special wting of the Interim 
COJ11D1ittee will be held on Wedneaday, Mq 28, at 2:J0 p.m. Ye 
hope you will make every effort to attend. 

For your information we are encloaing herewith the Interi• 
Committee minutes of the meeting of Ma,- 2, 1~7. 

oaiu:1.53 
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.AMERICAN JEWISH CON.JERENCE 

MilruTES OF MEETING OF THE lllrERI ~ CO 

Frid&, MN; 211 1947 

XVlo 

Hotel Biltmore, New York City 

CONFIDENTIAL 

The meeting opened at 10&50 aomo with Henry Monaky-, Chairman, presidingo 

Those present were& Max Bressler0 Mrso David deSola Pool~ Rabbi William Drazin11 
Mrso Louis Drucker (alternate for Mrso Louis Ao Ros tt), Harry Mo Ehrlich, - . 
Dro Maurice No Eisendrath, Mrs o Moses Po Epstein, Jane Evans p Dro Simon Federbuech, 
Professor Hayim Fineman9 William Gerber (el ternate for Benjamin Samu.els) o 
Mrso Lionel Golub (alternate for Mrso So Goldstein) 0 Rabbi Robert Gordis , 
Mrso Samuel Wo Halprin" Max Ao K9Petein, Sidney Go Kus o ~ Louis Li:pslcyo Leo Lowitz, 
(alternate for Dro Moses Barron) , Rabbi Irving Mille r 0 Mrso Abram Orlow, (alternate 
for Mrso Fnrber) 11 Mrso lrathan Perlman (alternate for Mrso Sa.nuel Wo Ha1pr1n), 
Rabbi Gunther Plauto Samuel Rothstein, Rub n Saltzmano Simon Eo Sobeloff, Alex Fo 
Stanton, Hermann Sterno Robert Szold 9 Dro Stephen So Wise, Mrs o Stephen So Wiseo 

Guest& . Rabbi Joseph So Shubowo 

Staff: Meir Grossman ri Emil Bergen, Colo Bernard Bernstein, Dro Maurice Halperini 
Mrso Jo Ro Jarchoo AoC oAo Livarhant, Abram Rothfeld0 David Wahl o 

Io 

Ilo 

MINUTIS OF MEETillG OF MARCH 18 z 19lfi .... Approved a 

BIPORT ON ACTIVITIES 

Mro Grossman gave a comprehensive report on Conference activities since the 
last meeting of the Interim Committeeo(Fu.11 text of report is attached~) 

MOTION& Rabbi Plaut moved that the repo t , inciluding the arrangements ma.de 
for the J'ourth Session, be approvedo CARRIEDo 

Illo PALESTINE 

Mrg Lipsey reported that the Conference had undertaken a number of political 
actions in connection with the special session of the Ull General Aseembl.yo On the 
wholeo they were in line with the policy of the !.gency vi th which the Conference 
has bem cooperating on matters affecting the Palestine issu o However, referring 
to recent consultations with the Agency and other bodies , Mro Lipsky expressed 
dissatiafactiono pointirJg out that the absence off equent meetings and ~n exchange 
of views had hacpered the at ities of the Conference on the Palestine questiono 
He proposed sending a letter to the Ue So Government urging it to support the 
establishment by the UN of a cu.stodial arrangement for Palestine during the period 
of inquiey, since the policy of the present Palestine Government was obviously 
designed to undermine the economic position of the Jewish population and to bring 
about complete deterioration of the country 1s economic and social ordero 

MOTIOJg Mro Xusworm moved thatp after consultation with the Jewish Agency, 
a letter be sent to the State Department calling its attention to British miarule 
in Palestine and the serious consequences which would arise froo having her follow 
her present course during the UN inquiry, and to make the necessary recommendations 
with respect to means which would avoid complete destruction of the community, 
·w 1 t · ho u .. • ,p • .c t 1 c al l 7 u g £.8 at inl: the ere at ion of a custodial arrange­
ment. After discu.asion the motion was WITHDRAWNo 



MOTION& Rabbi Plaut moved that the Jewi sh Agency be r equest ed to call regular 
meetings of all cooperating Jewish organizations f or t he purpo e of coordi nation 
and exchange of views o Seconded by Mrso Ralprino 

MOTION& Rabbi Ga dis moved the adoption of a resolution embo~v ng the essence 
of the proposed letter, and urging the Governoent of t he Uo S o to propose that the 
General Assembly of the UN request Great Britaini as a matter cf urgent necessity, 
to give assurances that during the period of inquiry she will govern Palestine in 
strictest adherence to the provisions of the Mandate o Seconded by P.a.bbi Plauto 

MOTION3 A substitute motion that a committee be created con t i ng of the 
Chairman of the Interim Committeao Chairman of the Executive Committee and Chairman 
of the Palestine Commission, and authorizing the comr.iittee to formulate and issue, 
after consultation with the Jewish Agency for Palestine 0 the Conference statement 
on Palestine, was made e s conded» and previous motions having boen wi hdrawno wa& 
CAlUUEDo 

MOTIONg Dr o Wise moved that the Chairman of the afo ementio ed committee 
request the Jewish Agency to bring about regula and f equ.o t consultation with 
representatives of the Conference and other interest d bodies du.ring the sp c1al 
session of the General As sembly of the UNo Seconded by Mrs ,, Pool and CARRIEDo 

IVo REPORT OF COMMITTEE 011 FUTUBE ORGANIZATION 

Dro Eisendrath reported that since the last meet ng of the Interim Committee 
his Committee had met twice to consider the two items in the plan on future organi­
zation which had been referred back to it o He stated that as to one of them - con 
sideration of the sta etlOnt "in ill other fields the organization shall function 
through recognized agencies or through such agenc es s the organizat ion itself 
may create" the Committee had decided to dele t e paragraph entirely sinceo 
in its judgrnent o it vas o in effect" a limitation of t powers of the new organiza­
tiono As to the qu.ea ion of cumulative voting0 which was to be discontinuedo the 
Committee had decided to re t ain the original language 0 but hcrid agreed that it was 
necessary to find and formulate a plan which would secure representation for 
cinorlty groups in one form or anothe o 

In the opinion of his Committee 11 the plan which 9 with the chanees indicated, 
was being submitted for final approval , represented a decisive step forward in he 
direction of establishing a permanent body which wo d be representative of sll 
points of view in American Jewish lifeo 

MOtIONz Dro Eisendrath moved the approval of the repor aa a bas13 for 
negotiation with national agencies within the Con erence , li.th national agencies 
outside the Conference, and consultations w·th communi y cov.ncils o it being under­
stood that ea.ch member of the Interim Committee would vote in h s personal capacity 
and would not thereby comm t the orgmldzation he representedo 

MINOlUTY Er.PORr - A minority report was presented by fro Ginsbu.rgo a member 
of the Committeeo He felt that the plan0 as p esented" wao not likely to receive 
the support of the entire Jewish communityo In his opinion, the national organi­
zations which opposed a strong-er p'.e.n 8 would eventually agree to a reasonable 
compromise if the decocratic power of public opinon were permitted to operate 
free~o He urged tbat the Interim Committee should not approve the plan as presented 
by the majority of the Commit ce unless it first made the following amendmentsg 

a) The paragraph relating to purpose and scope should state explicitly that in 
all fields and issue germane to the ta ed purpose of the new o ganizationa it would 
be free to acto 



b) Paragraphs le a.nd. ld~ dealing with the defense of Jewish rieh,ts in the UoSo 
and overseas relief and rehabilitation, should give the new organization greater powers 
of action in these fieldso 

c) The national council should meet at hast once a. yearo 

d) Direct elections abould be held in all col:lmunitieso 

Acceptance of his suggestions, Mro Ginsburg pointed out, would not require the 
repudiation.. . o! the Committee's report or of its wrko Except fo the four amendments 
proposeda he concurred in the majority-approved plan and urged its adoption o 

MOTION& Mro Stanton moved that !iscussion on Dro Eisendrath 9 s motion be deferred 
until the next meeting of the Interic Committee and that in the memtime the minority 
report be circulatedo 

MOTION: Mro Lipsky moved that Mro Stanton 1 s motion be laid on the tableo 
Seconded by Mro Rothstein and CARRIEDo 

The session adjourned at 2 pomo and reconvened at J;lO pomo 

Vo CONSULTATIONS ON PEACE TBEATIES 

The Chairman of the Executive Committee was authorized to appoint three or four 
persona to represent the Conference at the forthcoming consultations among the nine 
JeWish organizations to draft common proposal in respect to the peace treaties with 
Germany and Austriao 

VI. FOURTH SESSION 

The Executive Committee was authorized to formulate rules for filling delee;nte 
vacancies to the Fourth Session. The Executtve Comr.iittee was also authorized to 
establish appropriate committees in New York and Chicago to carry out the arrangements 
for the Fourth Sessiono 

VIIo FINANCES 

In the .absence of the Chairman of the :Budget end Finance Committeeo Mr., Lipsky 
reported on the financial condition of the Conference and pointed out that New York 
City had not net its quota, ,nth the result that the budget was adversely affectedo 

He reported that Mro Droock had tendered his reoienation as Chairman of the 
Budget and Finance Committeeo 

MOTION! Mro Ehrlich moved that the resignation of Mr., Droock be accepted and 
that the Chairman of the Interim Committee be @.Uthorized to communicate with 
Mro Droock and express to him the gratitude and appreciation of the Interim Committee 
for his devoted and outstanding service to the Conferenceo CARRIEDo 

The Executive Commit tee was authorized to appoint a Chairman, and, if necessary. 
a co-chairman, for the Bud8et and Finance Committeeo 

VIIIo COOPTIONS 

MOTIOli& On the recommendation of the Executive Committee, Mr. Lipsky moved the 
cooption of Rabbi Joseph Shubow of Brighton, Masso, to the Interim Committee, to fill 
the facancy caused by the death of Adolph Rosenbergo Seconded by Mro Stern and 
C.ARRIEDo 
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IVo REPORT OF COM1-llTTEE ON FUTURI ORGANIZATION (CONTINUED) 

There was a discussion of the proposed plan and of Dro Eisendrath 8s report in 

which Professor Fineman 0 Rabbi Miller, Mro Lipsky, Mro Monsky, Mrso Pool , 

Dro Eisendrath and Mro Ehrlich participatedo 

During the discussion, Mro Lipsky assumed the Chairo 

MOTIONg Mrso Perlman moved that a time limit be fixed for organizations within 

the Conference to act upon the propos~d plano Seconded by Mrso Pool and Defeatedo 

MOTION: Professor Fineman moved that the negotiating committee be appointed 

and when presenting the plan11 add a note which would indicate tl:n t sub-paragraphs 

a,b,c, and d of Section I would not limit the activities of the new organiza.tiono 

and that it~ was not implied that if the new body should find 1 t necessary to create 

new institutions of its own to im>lement the program 0 without contradicting the 

provisions of sub-paragraphs a 9b,c , and d, tt would have the right to do soo 

The Chairman observed that Professor Fineman•s suggestion was implicit in 

the recommendation of the Committee on Future Organization. end Professor Fineman 

did not press for consideration of his motiono 

As prenously movedo the plan in its final form 9 as presented by Dro Eisen­

drath. was APPROVEDo 

A recess was called at 4g15 when it was realized that Mro Monsky was very illo 

The meeting adjourned at 4&20 p~ mo 

oeiu:l5J 
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The historic call for the Fir t ession of the American Jewish Con­
ference on May 2..-, 1943 issued in the shadow of the continuous mass 
murder of European Je·wry, declared: 

"In common with all n1en, \Ve Jews have a vital stake in the 
general peace that is to come aft r Victory. The right of Je,vs to 
freedom, equality and justice should find place in the new world 
that will emerge when p ace omes. The economic rehabilitation 
of Jewish life should be integrated in the plans for world r con­
struction. And the right of the J ewi h people 1,vith respect to 
Palestine should be full implemented. ' ' 

A, we issue this call for the Fourth ession of the Conference, the 
longed for peace has not come to our people. 

Two years after -E Day almost a quarter of a million Jews are still 
displaced wanderers; 153 000 till languish in assembly centers on hostile 
German soil. Eretz I rael toward which most of them look for permanent 
settlement, is still closed to th m. In defiance of it international commit­
ments, the British Governm nt by a chain of d la ·ing tactics, continues 
to blo kade the Jewish homeland against the homele s Jews. The Palestine 
issue has finally been ref rred t the nited ation and it now becom s 
the task of the J evvish p ople to secur a just and binding deci ion from 
the world's foremost international bod ·. 

* * • 
The signal contribution of the American Jewish Conference in the 

battle for rights and status for the Jewish people i by now fully and 
widely r cognized. As we take stock of our activities for the past eighteen 
n1onths, ,ve take justifiable pride in our accompli hments. 

The delib rations of the chos n repr sentatives of American Jevvry 
at the thr e previous ses ions have guided the da -to-da work f the 
Interim and E, cuti e Committees in ameliorating the situation of Euro­
pean Jewry and supporting the struggle for Pal stine. 

At the first nit d ation Confer nee in an Francisco in 1945, the 
American Jev,i h Conference pla ed a leading role in prot cting human 
rights and in def nding the I gal status of the Jewish ational Home. 
Article 0 of the Charter, which was in luded as the r sult of Jewi h 



representation , was an important a hievement and proved its worth at 
the recent G neral As embly discus ion . 

At the Paris Pea Conference in 194 , th Am ri an J wi h on­
ference succ cded in forging a united world-wid J wi h front, whi h 
presented a unanimou ly agr ed upon et of pr po al l the p a cm k.cr . 
Thus the treati s with th i atellit countri s now ontain lau 
guaranteeing equal right and r stitution f prop rt • t J '" . and the 
allocation of heirles J , ·i h property to th r he bilitation and r ttl -
ment of Jewish survivors. 

A Jewi h Restitution omm1ss10n, nvi aged by the pr ,ious c 10n~ 
of the Confer n e to handl restitution laim for th J wi h p opl ha 
been establish d. It will a t a tru te and utiliz the pro e cl f u h 
property for the benefit of Jewish urvi or . 

If the German and ustrian treati s, till to b writt n ar t bring 
freedom, equalit and justice to the Jew in tho unhappy land . and 
secure fair restitution for the survi,or , simil r provi ions mu t be ma'l 
part of the p a s ttlem nl \vith tho e countri . 

vVith thi in view, the onfer nee has a"ain 1imu], l d the oop r~ -
tion of all the major J wi h rganizati that had work d t g th r o 
well in Paris. 

• • • 
"'\ e have not • t pa d the time f ri i . 1u hr main to b d n . 

In their agerne s to rehabilitate th war-m k r the world' 
pov ers ha e turned th ir • s away from his i tim . pon m rican 
Jewry fall th major r ponsibility for r ctif ·ng this ituation b • ur­
ing the daily ustcnancc and long-t rm rehabilitation of ur pe' Je\J . 

The most signifi ant onlribution of th Am ri an Jewish onf r nc 
is the lesson and thee p ·i nc in unit ,,rhi hit has brought to Am ri an 
Jev ry. The Third ession .·pre s d i r ognition of th nnportan of 
this de elopment when it adopt d the following r olution: 

"It is r cogniz d that th r is a wid spread d mand for an Am r­
ican Je"vish oraanization omp t nt to p al~ authoritati • l for 
the J ewi h ommunit and ince this onf rence ,·as not d -
signed as a pcrman nt bod r, the Int rim ommitt i direct d 
toe. plore th po ibilit r of stabli hing a p rmanent d mocratic 



repr sentative Jev i h bod , 1n onsultation with r pr ntati 
comm unit organization and through agreement a to the 
nature and scope of uch an organization ,vith e. i ting national 
organizations, and ubject to such agr ment, to propose wa s 
and means for bringing such a body into exi t nee. ' 

La boring to fulfill this directive, the Conf rence C mmittee on uture 
Organization devi d a plan for th organization of a p rman nt bod . It 
con ider d the de ires and opinions of all s gments of th Am ri an J w­
ish communit . Every point of view was represented on th ommitt e. 
Div rg nces were r con iled and a coh sive and practical plan, a ol • d. 

The preliminary phases of the ork ha e now b n complet d. The 
ba ic plan for the establishment of the representati e J wish bod to sp ak 
for all of Am rican J ewr has been made public. The plan contain the 
ess ntial ingr di nts for the long- ought o erall r pr ntati e organiza­
tion. It includes the American scene as well as activities in b half of o r­
seas Je,,Ty. The plan also provides for amendm nts to the constitution of 
the permanent bod , to meet the e panding n ed and hanging dynamics 
of Jewi h life in the nited tates. Upon this foundation e hould be 
able to gather the overwhelming support of organized J , ·sh life­
nationally and locally. 

At the Fourth ession the del gates of the American Jewish Confer­
ence, duly elected spokesmen of their communities and organizations, will 
receive an accounting of Conference activities during the past eighteen 
months. The will also it is ardently hoped and confid ntl expected lay 
the corn rstone of the n , permanent, democratic r presentative bod r­
the united voice of American Jewry. 

We urge all the del gates to prepare to attend this historic session of 
the American Jewish Conference. 

1a 28, 1947. 

10 

Chairman Executiz e ommittee 
A 1ERICA JEv 1 H Co RE CE 




