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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE. 
41 EAST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

• MURRAY HILL 2--4917 • 

This organi:ution combines the American Palestine Committee and the Christian Council on Palestine, and continues the woA of both organii:ations. 

FOR IMMEDIATE BELEASE 

NOTED CHURCHMAN PROTESTS :BRIT! SH SOLDIERS t 

11 ANTI-JEWISH POGROMS tr IN TEir-AVIV 

... - ...... 

DR. DANIEL A. POLING DEPLORES ACTIOU OF :BFlTISH SOLDIERS WHO 

FORCED DEFEUSELllSS JEWS TO RUll A GAUNTLET OF 

"RIFLE BUTTS .AND BATOMS 11 

New York, Jan. 9 -- Charging that uni ts of the :Sri ti sh Army in Palestine 

"have copied the specific Nazi technique of anti-Jewish persecution,u Dr. Daniel 

A. Poling, noted clergyman and a co,-chairman of the American Christian Palestine 

Committee, deplored the reeent action of British soldiers who forced Jews of 

Tel-Aviv to run e. gauntlet of II rifle butts and batons. 11 Dr. Poling Is charges 

were based upon a newspaper story which ap-peared in the January 8th issue of 

the New York Herald-Tribnne cabled by Homer l31gart, Middle East correspondent 

for that newspaper. 

Mr. :Sigart' s dispatch disclosed that approximately 70 Jewish men of Tel-Aviv, 

"unconvicted of any crime, were forced to run the gauntlet between rows of 

soldiers and police" who struck them down as they proceeded through these columns. 

"No acts of terrorism perpetrated by outlaws can excuse ( this action)," 

Dr. Poling declared. "I raise my voice in highest indignation as an American 

and as a Christian, to condemn this brutal and cowardly crime of misrule in the 

Holy Land." 

Dr. Poling, columnist for the New York Post, is the pastor of the Baptist 

(more) 
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Temple of Philadelphia. Serving with him as co-chairmen of the Americ~ 0h:riotian 

Palestine Committee are u. S. Senator Owen Brewster (R. ,Me.) and formep tr, I, 

Senator James Mead of New York. 

The full text of Dr. Paling's protest follows: 

-when I first read Homer :Bigart 's di spat ch from Palestine in i'lednesday Is 

New York Herald-T_ribune, I did not believe my eyes. Twice I looked back to the 

date line to confirm the fact t~at the ~nre was indeed from Tel-Aviv, Palestine. 

January 7, 1947 and not from Dachau, Ge1inany a few years earlier. 

"(r. Bigart, an American reporter, tells in unadorned language how units of 

the ~ritish Army in Palestine organized an ooti-Jewish pogrom in true Nazi fashion. 

He himself describes it as 1a particularly nasty displey of anti-Semitism• and 

goes on to tell how sixty or seventy men, unconvicted of any crime, were forced 

to run the gauntlet between rows of soldiers and police who struck t hem with rifle 

butts and batons. Twenty-nine were injured; seven seriously enough to require 

hospitalization, and while final returns are not in, known details are nauseating. 

These particular wiits of the :British Army in Palestine seem to have copied the 

specific Nazi technique of anti-Jewish persecution: a policeman firea. in the air 

and the command I Run1 was given to the helpless victims. They were rushed into a 

court where soldiers and police were lined up and the brutal beatint:; of the running 

men proceeded according to plan. While cries of agony were heard in the darkness; 

while older men fell to the ground; \vhile some became nauseated and others fainted, 

the correspondent reports that a l3ri tish soldier shouted: •Give me c machine gun 

and I t11 kill the wole bloody lot. 1 

"Was ours a naive belief that our sons fought and died to kill IazismT \'Tell, 

it isn 1t dead in Palestine. I raise my voice in highest indignation as an .American 

and as a Christian, to condemn this brutal and cowardly crime of misrule in the 

Holy Land. No acts of terrorism perpetrated by outlaws can excuse it. Su.rely 

eve~J .American and indeed every civilized human being will join me in this proiaestJI 

#270 - 1/9/47 -30-



PRESS RELEASE from 

CONGREGATION :S 1N.AI JESHURUN 
270 West 89 Street 
New York, N. Y. SChuyler 4-1400 

-------------------------------.-----......... --·· 

DR. ISRAEL GOLDSTEIN SCORES ATTEMPTS 'BY BRITISH 

"TO CBEATE MISCHIEF" AGAINST .AMERICJl.N JEWISH CITIZ:Em S 

..... - ..... 

DEFENDS RIGHT OF AMERICAlJ CITIZ$NS TO URGE CARRnNG OUT OF 

»tElUC.AN POLICY OM PALESTI?:E . 

- - - ,.. .. 

New York, Jan. 12 -- Apparent attempts by British consular officials to 

create dissension along racial and religious lines in the United States were 

denounced by Dr. Israel Goldstein in his sermon delivered at the :B 1nai Jeshu.run 

Synagogue yesterday morning. 

Text of the sermon by Dr. Goldstein. who is chairman of the World Confedera­

tion of General Zionists and member of the Governing Council of the Wo1"ld Zionist 

Orgo.nization, follows: 

"Apprehensions have been aroused recently in more than one Ame1·ica.n community 

as a result of utterances of British consular representutives. These utterances, 

as reported, give the impression of being calculated to create mischief against 

American Jewish citizens. 

11 The :Sri ti sh consul-general, Eric Carvell, speaking at a church in Los 

Angeles, is reported by Reverend Harold H. Robinson to have made a vicious attack 

upon t:ie Government of the United States and groups of American citizens on 

account of their sympathy for the persecuted Je,.., e of Europe and of Pclestine~ 

Reverend Robinson goes on to say, 1it ffppears to me that this is the beginning 

of an attempt by the British Government to create dissen3ion in this countl'Y' on 

racial and t-eligious lines. The British consul-goneral went far beyond the 

(more) 
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bounds of diplomatic propriety, and even the dictates of humanity, i n his uri-

-warranted and clever attempt to belittle our nation and the heroic effort s of 

the Jewish people to establish a homeland in Palestine. 1 

"A similar report has come from the north,,rest area regarding the B:a.'itish 

consul there~ One of his audience states regarding an address of i-r. Joseph 

Robinson, the lhi.tish c onsul in the Hinnen.polis area: 1His talk ·ras vi rulently 

anti-Semitic as well as anti-Zionist, he justified the 14:ufti and m~?!lanimously 

forgave him, he intimated that some Jews often made good citizens in the countries 

in which they lived.' Are these animadversions of British consula~ officials 

inspired by the British Foreign Office? They seem to represent a concerted 

effort to make trouble here. Is it the purpose of the British Foreign OJ. fice 

to sow anti-Je,-,ish prejudices among .Americrui comm~ities? Thi s would indeed be 

an unwarranted intrusion of a foreign government into our .American comr, unity life. 

Jewish end Christian citizens in A.nerica are doing no more than exercising their 

rights as American citizens when they urge a prog r nm which represe t s Ar.:erican 

policy as formulated in the resolutions adopted by the United Stat es Co·1gres s . 

Any effort by British offici ale to sow discord between group and g roup here in 

the United States is a violation of fundament al decencies of internat i onal 

relations. 

"Are we now being treated to the spectacle of Foreign and Coloni al Office 

attempts to justify the unjustified British White Paper policy in Palest ine by 

making it appear that the Jews are th e c;..1.uses of that policy rather t h its 

victims? What is taking place in Palestim is not taking place in a vacuum. 

The picture being presented to the American people is that Britain ho.s been put 

into an intolerable situation as a result of Jewish resistanc~whereas t here is 

Jewish resistance becaus~ of British policy. That is the framework of the picture 

which ihe British spokesmen conveniently overlook. As history s'1ows, extremism 

is the inevitable recourse of a people when legal pressures for ac d<n~ :1g security 

( . . ' 
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cite this struggle for existence as justification for her repressive ~olicy . 

"We a.re asking only for that which Lord Balfour, David Lloyd. Geor;;e n.nd 

Woodrow Wilson a generation ago, and the British Labor Party as rece:1tl:r c..s two 

years ago , declared were no more thnn our just due. It is grotcsq_ue, thorefo re , 

to attack Zionists for supporting traditional policy and for ma.kin.::; ever-,/ effort 

to achieve Zionist aims. Mr. Joseph Robinson, the British consul in tho llinnea­

polis area, was quoted as having referred to the 1wicked Zionists who aro doing 

the dastardly and despicable thing of using the 600,000 displaced pcrsonn in 

Europe to try to pry open the doors of Palestine. 1 The Zionists who seel: to 

pry open the doors of Palestine are no moro 1wickod 1 than a mnn is wic:ced ,-,ho 

fights against strangulation. The Zionists in Palestine and out of : 'nlcstino 

ask no more than what Zionism itself hc.s DJ.ways meant - tho carrying out of 

international pledges . 

"Theae are grave and cri tico.l hourn for the Jewish pe0JJle. They ha.vc alt·mys 

considered themselves friends of Great Bri t nin; they have been her o.lliea every­

where. They stand deeply in need of their friends as :Sri t o.in st, .. nds toQ.-. • in 

need of hers. It ill becomes British officials to render this dis~ervico to the 

Je,..ri sh people. It ill becomes represent a.t i VS3 of the British Go e ~. cnt to tonn 

attempts at Je,.,:ish survival as 'clespicnblo ' and • cts of dignity dor mili t,~r~; 

tyranny ns 'wicked. 1 

"Great Britain still h .... s nn opportunity to re._..,t.'.i Jewish confi enco -md 

friendship, as well us the confidence Mel the respect of the .Ar.ieric ·-n pu~ lie , 

by decidine at long last to redeef!1 it C! soleI!lil pledt,e to the Jewish puopl o. 11 

1271 - 1/10/47 
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RESOLUTIO S ADOPTED ]Y 

EXTBAORDIN.A:RY AHERIOAN ZIOHIST CONFEBEl-. CE 

I~ WASHI rGTON ON FEBRUARY 17, 1947 

The Extraordinary American Zionist Conferen ce, asse:i1bled i n 1a ahington 
at a c r1 ti cal hour in the life of the Jewish people, ha s r evi e,1ec.,_ the recent 
events affecting the future of the Je\·1ish Nati onal Ho~ie ancl, d.oej_)l Y consci ous 
of the responsi bi li ty now clevol ving u:.1on ti1 e .J e,1s of ""meri.ca , mn..:cs t he f ollo, .. -
ing declaration: 

1. BRITISH RULE rir '.PAL:JS E-:m 

l'Te condemn th e present regime in I ale stine vhich mock s those very ideals 
in whose neme tho .American peo·Jle fought side by side \·ri th Eri t r.:.n i n her 
moment of peril. The Gove rnr.1ent \-:hich is bound by intern2..ti onal treatie s to 
promote Jewish i r. migrati on and settle:ien t in al cstine anc. t h e devolopncnt of 
t :1 e v e -,ish at ional Home has i nnos ed a rule of brute force u 1;0 :1 t i.1c Jeuish cor1-
mun~ty of Palestine. Tens of thousands of British troop 3, f o1· \·1hose l) resence 
in Ptlestin e the sole justification in international law and r.1o r c::.li ty is 
Britain rs acceptance of t h e tcr:-Js of the Palestine 1-Iandate, to :c~- co ns ti t u to 
an oppi·ess ive and hostile force seo :inr; to destroy the Yitl1uv•s v.bility to de­
fend its rights and continue the upbuilcling of the Jc,_..,ish F2,t i onal Hor1e. 

A once great Government has descended to e .. ploy its : r.v-J , ~1c1 its Arny 
divisions in military operations at;ainst defens ,.-.le ss uen, \•1or.1e11, Dnd children 
who have lived with death for more than a decae.e and who ask o:1ly the ele□ en­
tary hunan rights of life. work and hone. ~·:o r e ·ect the att cr1~_1ts being r.iade 
by the :British Government to represent its nilit ary acti ons r.c; . ~1s t Jewish 
refugees Dnd the Yishuv a s designed to 1:, rese rve lau and. order. Tl1e :Sri ti sh 
Governr.1ent alone has bro :tght lawlessne ss to Fn.le" tine by i .Ji)osi :1g a lJolicy 
cleclared illegal by the re1Jrcsenta.ti ves of tl e c i vilized world, spe~ dng 
throt1.gh the Mandates Cor.unission of the League of {ations. It .:\lone is ro­
sponsible for tho violenc e , the acts of dP. sper~1.tion of Jews in P tlestine. 
Mew sup Jression can only result in further violence l'..."ld the shcddi;. g of noro 
innocent blood. Let the Cc:.uscs of this violence bo ror.1ov-ed, , :1d it 1.1ill cec se. 

?.!,__ DEATH SENT~iC~S r~ l'ALESTI rE 

In view of tl1e f rct that nny new act of repression by the :Sri ti sh 
Government can only increase existing t~~ions in P l ostine L n ~ render nore 
difficult a :peacef:.i.l 2nc. just solution of the ? .:~e stine c;_uostion, wo cnll 
upon the Government of the Uniteu Stutes to n ~ko on earnest effort to secure 
the comr:iutc.tion of the pending eath sentences imp os ed on a nuni'Jer of Pales.­
tine Jews as part of the repressive policy of the Palestine Govornr.!ent, and to 
im~ress upon Great Britain that only further agc ravation of the problem can 
follow the further imposition of den.th sentences ac;o.inst Jews resisting the 
o:,rpressive :British regime in ialestine. 
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3. TO THE YISHtN 

lie send a renewed expre$sion of our solidarity and support to the 
Yishuv ;md its nn.tionnlly disciplined and respo;1sible resi s t Dn ce .10·.-enent. 
The courase aid resot1.rcefuln0ss of the men n.nd \·Jon en of :Pnlestine m1 d t hoi r 
determination to defend Je\•'ish rights ngtdnst trc1.1 endous odds ~10.v c 0.\·1axen ud 
a sense of pride i:i the heart s of Je .,s tho \'1orld over nnd h o.vc won t~1e 
o.dmirati on of Americans of all races and creeds. The Ar.iori ccn pcoi->l c h a.vL 
not failed to note the sibilnrity bet,1een the Je1·:i sh strug;;;le in ?nJ.estine 
todey and that of the Anericr.n colonists for independence . r.ihe Yishuv does 
not stand alone. We slw.11 continue to cl d it to the li□i t of our c..bili ty er,d 
our resources. 

{. TO TE@ HOiiEL~SS ~~!S OF EUROPE 

The cries for help con ing to us fror. our b :,:ot':iers nnd sisters who still 
\ff,it for deliverQilce in the disy l c.ced pei,sonst C ::;i:1r,s of Eu1·op e, s112,ll not go 
unheeded. Along with them, we recognize neither borders nor barriers to their 
emi:;;ration to :Palestine. We shall bend every effort to suppor1.1 t:1eir irresi s­
tible movement toward.s their homeland -- cmd salva tion. In this 6 :.·e ut \·tork of 
rescue and □ercy we shall not be intinidated by the attcnpts of 11ostile British 
officials to label the efforts of ho□eless Jeus to reach Palestia e as "illegal". 
Illegal is the power that keeps thou fror.1 their hor.1cland. These lives are 
precious and we uean to save t?::.er • 

5. :BRIT! SH POLICY 

In defiance of its inten1ational cor.u:ii t:ients , t he l3rit :. S:t Govern.1ent 
unc'..er rr. Attlee has by one del~~nb t:i.ctic after another sought to eva e 
its inescapable responsi bi i ties. It has denied the rccor.1:-.10nd~.ti ons for 
imraediate action of its own rcpresc1tativos on the joint Anglo-An crican Con­
t1i ttee of Inquiry and flouted the feelings and opinions of the ovcruheloing 
nass of the Anerican people. Ostensibly to win the acq·uiescence of t.1e 
interested parties, it has recently er.1bark ed upon discussions in Lo ~1don whose 
lack of sincerity has been der.10nstrated by its actions in Palestine. The 
Ptlesti:ae Adninistra.tion continues to deport Jei:1is:1 refugees to C;rpj,'US. It 
continues increasini;l-r to deprive the Jewish co::muni ty of ?alesti:10 of its 
eleraentary rigpts and frocdons and to strangle tho econony of the country. 
It has barricaded the stroets and caged whole sections of to,·ms. It has 
subjected neny thousands of people to arbitrary se~rch and seizure. It has 
evicted large nunbers froo their hones in their own ho:.1elanci .• 

Its latest proposals ,.,ere a nodificn.tion for the worse of the uno.ccept­
.;.ble Harri son-Gr-J.dy :plan, already rejected. by tha Aneri can Gov01nr.10nt. The 
:British Go\t, m nent has now resorted to clllother naneuvcr ,-,hich, while see:1ingly 
leaving the decision of Palestine's future in the hn.nus of the United Nations, 
is calculated to secure the prolongn.tion of o.rbi trary :British rule i)end.ing 
time-consuriing deliberati ons, the results of which :Britain r.10.y :.1e::;o.te with her 
veto pouer. 

In reviewing the British Gove1nnent's history of vacillation ond faith­
lessness• we are deeply auo.re of the fact th , t hundreds of thouscnds of Jews 
mig,.11 t have been sr~ved but for its indc..:ensi ble pol::.cy. •re cxpross our deep 
sense of outrage over t his shaneful record of the J3ri tish Governr. ent. 
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6. THE m;IT:cil l ATI S 

Great Britain's announced c.ecision to refer the Palestine g_uention to the 
United ~rations affords nn hist-oric opportunity to tl1e ,1e:-Jocr3 of tllat internn.­
tio:--l body. A generation has passed since the nations of the t·rorlc: rcnolveci. to 
encl. Jeuish national homelessness and to re-estr...blish Je,-rish n l'..ti ori 1.ood. mhey 
entr· steci the British Government ,. i th this great task, but the i:;,:..o.:;.: c:ian proved 
unfuithful to its trust and sought to frustrate its falfillm 8 t. 

Once again the international community, represented by t~1.c ··nited a.tions, 
can reaffirm the decision nade f ollo,.rin6 the first Worlf. ::ar. :-i o t:w.t end, the 
main elements of the solution -- freedori of Jewish irnmigro.ti •)n to PQ.,len tine and 
the establishnent of the Jewish state -- should be spelled out in clear and 
precise terr.is. 

It is only reasonable to e;...-pect the United l cl.ti ons, in c.ocl:~ng with this 
l)roblem, to be faithful to its role as tl1e cnnrdi ,•n of intern( .ti o:1c..l law by 
issuing an interin order that pend.i i-~- the fi :n.ul doci sion, t':ie ·:.::.ndc..t e for Pales­
tine -- the only international:.!.y valic instj_•U.Jlont G,·cncrning thr:1,t count17 -- be 
fully applied, free fro□ llll restrictive enactnents inposed by t~.e ::andatory 
Govern.1ent in violation of that fundamental docw1ent. 

In an.,r deliberations ,-Fi thin the Uni tcd Nations, ,:e e )Oct ti a t t e Je -,i sh 
Agency for Pnlcstine -,ill be gi vcn rJropor rc1)rcsentn.tion. 

7. TO TIG Ul ITED ST.A'i1LS ---·--
We now look to our own Gove1•nr;1ent to assm.10 leadership in the new sit ia,­

tion ·1hich has de·velor)ed re0 arding Palestine. The Ur.itcd Gtates, ,.,_ ich hn.s 
decla1 .. cd its support of the Je,Ii sh ln.tional H0:.. in tuo roGoluti ons of Cone;re~~, 
in the declarations of its Presidents, nn. r.iore r ccentl , in the ;, r actical ste})S 
initiated by Presiclent Trur.wn, now has an oppo:i. .. tuni ty to C:.emonstr,.t e t .. 1at it 
necns to honor its riledges . .A. solu.tion e .1bodyj n 6 Aucri co.1 s trr-.c:i tional p olicy 
of support for Jer:1ish nationLl aspirations would 11rovide , .!l c. 'L itio al i npetus 
to world peace nnd stnbility, 0nd \1ould £.dV(.nce t1e IJ ri 1ci:_1le :..~ to ,i: ich .Ar.1ericu 
s t :.. n c.s cof.l.ni tted in the • 'O rld. 

; e respectfully c .. '.ll upon the Governnent of the Uni to Stc.tes to er:1ploy 
itn grec¥t influence both in its relf'.tions ~·ith tho J3riti.sh Govo1·:1ncnt Dnd l:.S a 
leo.d.i:.1g nenber of the United "fr.tions, in the ii torest of tl o :;:,:·o[;:i: ... for Pru.cs­
tine uhich it hc:-.s recl'fi r. ed tir.e nnd Dgl.in. ~ ending a finr.l scttlc·, en t of 
this question by the United lll'-tions the 6re£'.t wei h of the U:t1.:. tot. St .:.tes Govern­
nent should be brought to bear on the i c.nd<·.tory Govc111ner.t to the end that an 
intcrin policy b['..sed U}) On the exi sting ~-I['ndn.to bo set i n to r. otion rJ.t once provid­
inJ for at least the ir.nediate i T1i e;ra ion of 100,000 Jews into Palnstine and the 
renov.tl forthwith of the discriuinutory land rcstrictioils in t·1e Jc-Ji.sh National 
Hor.:e. 

't'le conn end the ,rilli 1r,ness of the United States Gov-crnncn t t o m1dertake 
the trm1sportation to falostine o • Jo,-,ish rofucees still 1. cuis~ ::.n.:; in displaced 
i)e1 .. sons• car.1ps, Oui1 Govo1'!lnont has nade a npecial study of t 1e tec,mical aspec t s 
of this question and has already planned the logintics involvec in such trans­
portation. tle, therefore, urge the Uniteci States now to take the initiative for 
the ir:1)le 1en tati on of this great hurumi tarian J)ro ,ject, and rcqueGt our Govern­
r.1 ent to authorize he use of .A1.1eri can ships, fJ.yinc tl .:e l.neri c.m fla:;, for the 
it1r.1ediate covenent of Jewisl1 refugees to faJ.0stinc. 
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8. CONFIDENCE U ZIONIST LEADERSHIP 

l1'e voice our confidence in t~1c leadership of the Jewish Agenc;r for 

Palestine and the Aocrican Zionist EDergency Council in carrJ:ng forward our 

progran of action during the coning crucial nonths, and we ple&ce the full 
support of Anericun Zionisr.1 to these leaders in their efforts to open Falestine 

to unrestricted Jewish innicration and to attain Jewish statehood. • 

• • • 



~ 11•1ss REI.EASE II•• 
AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

Associated Organizations: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Mizrachi • Poa1e-Zion 

342MadisonAvenue • New York17,N.Y. • MU2-1160 

FOR Ir-11 EDIATE F.nEASE 

ANERIC.AN ZIONISTS :REGIST::JR EHPHATIO PROTEST AGAI1 s:;:i EXCLUSIO~! 

OF JEl1I SH AGEHCY :FROH U1i DISCUSS IO fS 

TELEGRAUS TO P:RES.IDElJT TRUKA!T .Al D SECJCTARY OF smATE :-lARSH.ALL 

ASSAIL ABSENCE OF JEWISH REPRESENTATION AS ''UNFAIR AND ONE-SIDEDtt 

_..,. ____ ..,._ 

Mew York , April 20 -- In tele6rams to President Truman and Secretary of 

State Marshall. the entire Zionist movement in the United States today 1,egis­

tered its "emphatic protest" against the exclusion of the Jewish Agenc:F for 

Palestine from participation in the discussion of the Pale~tine issue within 

the United Nations, 

Pointing ou.t that "owing mainly to the attitude taken by the American 

delegation, the Jewish viewpoint will remain unrepresented while the Arab view 

will be adequately presented," the organizations united in the American Zionist 

Emergency Council wired President Truman and Secretary of State ifarshall: "Such 

discu.ssion of merits under the enforced exclusion of the Jewish peoJle -- which 

is the most directly concerned part;" -- exposes the United Ua.ti ons delee;ates and 

world opinion to manifestly unfaiI' and one-sided influence . 11 

The organizations which signed the telegrrun are the Zionist Organization of 

America, Hadassah -- Women ' s Zionist Organization of America, Labor Zionist 

Organization of .America -- Peale Zion, 1 izrachi, United Zionist-Revisionists of 

America and Ha.shomer Hatzair. 

(more) 
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The text of the telegram follows: 

"The President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

"THE DEB.A.TE L THE GEttERAL COMMITTEE OF 'l'.'HE UNITED HATIC' ·s, DESP!~::TI 

ITS :B:SL G co·"FIN:ED FORM;UJLY TO PROCEDUP.E, GAVE OPPORTmTITY :c'OR 

DISCUSSION BY ARAB STATES OF THE MERITS OF THE PALESTil,.E ISSUE FBO:· 

THE AMB VIEWPOil T. EVErTs FORESHADOW A SI~ULAR OR EVET FJLL:ER 

DISCUSSIO"'f OF l, ERITS AT Tffil PuLL MEZ ... I:TG OF~-;--:, G3:JE3AL ASS:cl:rtY. 

SENTZ!)~ ';·!HILE ":'IHE A&AJ3 VIEW WILL BE ADEQUATEL y PRES:ErTrm. s UCH 

DISCUSSIO OF ·.ocuTs UJ::D:E~ TBE :9l110~C!ID EXCLUSIO": OF :2:s:E -:m·."I SH 

PEOPLE -- IHICH IS .nc r-:os_ ~IPJJC':'LY co~-c:mti.!ED P.ARTY -- EXPOSES 

THE ID ITED TAl'I ·:, S DELEG.i~TJS "1..1.~D WORLD CPI iIO TO ;:.f.AI'IF~STLY 

U::Fi IR ~:jl) 01 ESIDED I !FI,TJ.Etc~ • THIS IS .fll; J.JliJ zn G SITUAf!IOi 

.AG.A.I IST t!HICH WE, THE UNDERSIGUED ZIO.i: IS1 GBOti"'PS IN J\MERIC.A 

Ul IT]J) IH THE , '1ERIC;Jr ZIOl IST EMER3: , TOY COU!7CI1, REGISTER OUR 

E-1'.PHATIC PROTEST. 

#286 - 4/30/ 47 

"ZIO}i!ST ORGANIZATIO OF AM:ERICA 
HAIL.SSAH, WO, EN 1S ZIO ITS'!' OBGAlITZA.TI OF .Al,ll1."9.ICA 
LAJ30R ZI O "I ST O!\G.AliI z;..1 IO OF Ar.IERI CA -- PO.ALE- ZI o·r 
-:IZF.ACHI 
u1 !TED ZIO ISTS-REVISia:ISTS OF .AfIERICA 
HASHO ·1ER HAT ZA.IR" 
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FOR IM;JEDIA?E :RELEASE 
( p 

.Af. ERIC.Al{ ZIOliISTS, CQt.M~-:rING O 1 PRESIDENT TRUMAN 1 S STATEI1E!1T 

REG.AP.DING VIOLENCE IN PALESTI3E, URGE m~t~ GBEAT :SRIT.t'-i.IU :BS FORC:F.ID TO 

CEASE ILLEGAL ACTS lffiICH CAl;SE :DISZCJPJ3.A1JCES 

U. S. SILENCE O ,J PALESTil'TE POLICY D~LORED 

.1:Jew York, June 6th -- 'Ine Aner~. can Zionist Emergenc." Council, rep resenting 

the entire Zionist movement in the United States, today coJru ented on President 

Trt1.t11an 1 s statement regarding law ancl ord ~r in Palestine by declarin6 that 11 it 

would be most helpful if the President were. also to call upon t11e Mmidatory 

Government to cease those illegnl acts ~nich are at the very root of the dis­

turbances in Palestine ." 

Pointing out that it is ,:,holly in accord \•Ti th the vie\•T eXJ,res zec!. in 

President Truman's statement that "it is in t'"1e interes t of t:1e Uni tec"i. States 

as well as of the United Nations that the e:fforts of tho United rfo,tions to 

solve this problem neet with success," t_1e Council t!1en C:.ecl2.red: 11HO\·.rever, 

in v;_ ,., of the fact tho.t the United nations appeal ,-,as aclc.ressed not only to 

the Jews and the Arabs, but to 1nJ.l governments and people~, 1 may we not suggest 

to the Pre~ident that the party directly responsible for violence in the Holy 

Land - the :British GoYernment whose ruthless appli cation of illegal policies 

tends, in the President5 words, 1to inflmne the passions of the inhabitants of 

Palestine, to undermine law and order in Palestine , or to promote violence in 

that country 1 ,:_ should be the first to accede to the United lTati ons rcq_uc st. 11 

(more) 
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"In conclusion, we must express surprise that our Gove rnnent 's silence of 

many months on the Palestine issue should now be bro.cen 1·rith the statement issued 

by the Prf'!sident yesterday. It is to be deplored that during the pa3t er ciru. 

months, i:.rhen the political future of Palestine was under discussion in t~1c U:1ited 

Nations, when the question of Jewish imr.rl.r,rc.tion into Palestine uas o. natter of 

desperate uri;ency - as the President hi self has maintained - end when t~1e nations 

of the world were looking to the Ur-i ted States for leadership on these issues, our 

Government should have chosen to ~efrain from making that state~ent of DOlicy 

,-1hich \"!US so eagerly hoped for and so thorou.j1l~r 1.1arra.ntcd by its long series of 

com~i tments in support of the Jewish l c..tional Home. We trust that silence of 

this nature - "nich can only damage a noble cause which the A~erican people have 

espousec.1 and confuse the United ! at ions cot11ni ttee of inctuiey - ,,,ill not, come to 

an end," the Council said. 

The text of the Oouncil 1 s state e1t follows: 

"The American Zionist Emergency Council is ·rholl .. in accord, i th the vieu 

expressed in President Truma.~' s statement yestord t l at 1it is in the interest 

of the United States as 't·rell as of the United ations that the e~for-ts of the 

United Nations to solve this (Palestine) problen meet •ri h success ,' an, that 

no activities should be undertaken by an:r of the parties concernec".. w~1icl1 would 

1create an atmosphere prejudicial to an early settle~ent of the Palestine problem 

and render still more difficult the tasks which the United tions has before it.• 

"In this connection, it shollld be pointed out that imMedia.tely follouine 

the resolution of the General Asse:-:1bly of the Uni tee'. rations of i 2 15t:1 ·hich 

called u:pon I all eovemr.ients vnd . coples •.• to refrain .... from the tJ1reat or 1se 

of force,t tho Je\/ish Agency for Palestine endorsed this plea clcarl:; and. un­

equivocally. 

"However , in vie,., of the fact that the United lTations appeal t-as ad _. ressed 

not onl .. to the Je ··s and the Ara s , but to 1all governments mic neople<i, 1 nay we 

not sugGest to the President that the party dircctl:r responsible for riolence 

(more) 
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in the Holy Land - the :British Government whose ruthless application of illegal 

policies tends, in the President's words , t to inflame the passions of the in­

habitants of Palestine, to undermine law and order in Palestine, or to promote 

violence in that country, 1 - should be the first to accede to the United Nations 

request. 

"It would be most helpful, therefore, if tho President were also to call UJ>On 

the Mandatocy Government to cease those illegal acts which are at the ve1ir root 

of the disturbances in Palestine. Ue submit that it ,-:ould be highly ap1,ropriate 

for the President to insist that the :British Goverrment abide b,r tl':te United Nations 

resolution - that it end military rule in the Jowi~~ National Home, that it re­

store civil liberties to the Jcv,ish inhabitants of the country, ana. thD.t it ful­

fil · its duties as the Mandatory by pcnni tting the iI!lI'lediato entry of homeless Jews 

into Palestine and by renoving the rest_riytions on Jewis...11 development which 

:British leaders have themselves condemnec. 

"In conclusion, we nust exr,ress surprise that our Government 1 s sile·1ce of 
-

many months on the Palestine is sue should now be broken ,-ti th the statement issued 

by the President yesterday-. It is to be deplored that during the past crucial 

months, when the political future of Palestine was under discussion in the United 

Nations, \\hen the question of Jewish im igration into Palestine was a matter of 

deSi)erate urgency - as the President himself has maintain eh - anc. when the nations 

of the world were looking to the United States for leadership on these issues, 

our Government shot,ld have choson to refrain from nak:ing that statement of policy 

which was so eagerly hoped for and so thoroughly warranted by its long se.ries of 

commitments in support of the Jewish National. HoMe. We trust that silence of 

this nature - which can only damage a noble cause which the American people have 

espous~d and confuse the United Nations committee of inquiry - Hill now come to 

an end." 

--30--
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FOR I M.AEDIATE RELEASE 

MOTIVES BEHilID PALESTIUE ARAB BOYCOTT OF UH SPECIAL COl.1MIT'l'EE EXPOSED 

-------

BRITISH GOVERhi.1El~ t S REPORrED ROLE I I HELPil G TO PBO ,!OTE .ARAB BOYCOTT 

ASSAILED BY .A!raRIC>J. ZIOlHSTS; PALEs·_rJE .ADMrHSTRA.TIOl 's 
TESTI IOlIT BEHIUD CLOSED DOORS co·mEUlOO> 

........ - -
New York, Ju.i-ie 18 - The American Zionist »nerg ency Council today exposed the 

boycott of the United rations Special Committee on Palestine by the Palestine Arab 

Higher Committee as 1'part of a carefully pre-ar a.i-iged and premeditated tactical 

game, designed to maY1euver the United ations i nto regarding the Arab HiGher 

Committee as a 'wronged• group, a.i-id thus create an advantageous position for the 

Arabs in the meeting of the General Assembly which is to teze place in September." 

In a statement issued on behalf of the entire Zionist mov .ent in the United 

States, of which it is the of icial spokesman, the Cou...~cil also asserted that 

there is no divergence of tactics as between the Palestine Arab Hi her Co mittee 

and the Arab League, which is not :participating in the boycott. "The Arab League• s 

attitude should not be regarded as a sign of conflict between tho two Arab bodies, 

but rather as the result of a. joint understa.~ding as to the strategy to be employed 

before the United 1 ations," the Council said. 

Pointing out that the five Arab states in the United ations can still bo 

counted upon to support unquestioningly the position enunciated by tho ex- .rofti of 

Jerusalem, a."ld that the .Arab Higher Committee al so enjoys the frn..'lk sympathy of 

certain governments represented on the UU Speciru. Committee, the »nergency Council 

declared: "In view of the fact that its interests a.re more than adequately 
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represented within the United Nations, the Arab Higher Committee feels . that it 

can pennit itself the luxury of being nbsent froM the UN investic:ation." 

The Council also assailed the British Administration of Palestine, ,-1hich is 

reportedly helping to promote and bolster the Arab boycott, anc1. addec. tho.t t i1e 

British Governr.ient is thus "afforded a bettei- opportunity to lend its sur,~1ort 

to the Arab viewpoint on t h e basts of I fair p lay I to a party not p resen t durin~ 

the UN Conmittee 1s deliberations. 0 The Com1cil condemned the Palestine Ac"trninis­

tration 1s j_nsistence on presentir.~ it~ testi :10n;.r to them Cor.1mittce 'bel inc. closed 

,oors, ui th the press barred, aY1d with Je1.-ri sh reproscn tativcs -- "\·.ho would be in 

a position to refute the Po.lestine Government's distortions" -- excluded. 

The text of the Council I s statement follows: 

rr.~he Palestine Arab Higher Committee's boycott of tho Uni tee :fat ions 

Special Committee on Palestine is _ot, as the ex- -!ufti and his henchrl en ,-,ould 

have public opinion believe, an acti on by rui 1aggrieved1 party in p rotest against 

the alleged 1bias 1 of the UN Con~ittee. It is ~art of a carefully pre-a rran ed 

and premeditated tactical g&~e, designed to maneuver the United q~tions i n to 

regarding the Arab Higher Committee as a 1wronge I r roup , anc:1. thus create an 

advantageous position for the Arabs in the meeting of the Genorcl Asser.1bly which 

is to t oke ~lace in September. foreovc rt t e re is no tiver~ence of t actics as 

between the P estine Arab Higier CoI"M i ttee ant t h e A::.~ab Le n.Gue, ·1h • c!1 i s not 

participating in the boycott. Tho Arab Lec-eu 's a ttitude shoul c. no t 1Jo re[; .... r c.cd 

as a sign of conflict bot ~een t ... 1 0 t,·.·o Arab ho c.ies, but r , .t:1cr a s t : c result of fl. 

joint uno.erst anding £'. s t o the strutc to b e cr.r,l oycd "!Je:'or e the - nit ed :T_r,t i ons. 

11 T_1e fiv e Arab states in the Uni tee. • r.ti ons -- nenbe rs of the ,Arr..1J Ler.u e 

can stil ::. oe counted upon to sup;>ort u.>1q_uesti oninc ly the position of the " rub 

Higher Committee, c s enuncinted by the ex-Mufti. Furthernore, the Arab Higher 

Committee 2-s the added advantage of enjoying tho frroi,-: synpnth;:r of certcin 

governments represented on the Ul Special Com, ittee, ,.- hose vim .. ,s in f ·.1.vo r of the 

Arabs are already on record. In view of the fact thn.t its interests are ore 

(nore) 
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than n.c.er_ua ,el~ represented wi. thin the Uni tcd Nations, tho Arab Hi. her Jo:1:-1ittne 

feels that it can :!:)er . it it self the lux J.ry of being ab!=;ent fron the ill. i11vestisa-

tion . 

"It s1101..ld be pointed out also th3.t t1e Arab Hi€;her Con ittee ha.s not:1ing 

further to say tc the UU 1 s investigating body. -ho attitllde of the Ar~bs on the 

Palestine q_ue s tion being purely nega ti vc , t·.hat more can the ex- ~fof ti's spo::esnen 

add to ,rhat has already been said by th0 Arr,b representatives at the recent Special 

Session of the General As er.1bl;r ? R:Jth'3!" t~"lv .. n ri s .. : bein6 confrontec b cnbal'­

rassing questions clur ing the cour~e of the i1111_ttli7 - - such a::; 1·ect,ests fOI' infoma­

ti on on the hieiler st dc:..rd of living e11~0yed "cy tl-ie Arab r,opulc.tio. of alestine 

as a diract result of Jewish achievements -- t:.e Arab Htghcr Co:. 1ittee 11refers to 

proclai.. thn.t it is an 1 nggrieved 1 p:.:::t;- , .:mcl st['..J " · '- •~' • 

";le cannot overlook recent ,.. • 1---• t'1c :S·•1.· J.1.• S1 c.--. v ;.. , u l .I. L • 

Ad."";'linistration of Palestine haz hcl:i_) ecl to })ro· .otc c.n· bols-1-'"'r this Ar~b boy..,ctt . 

E"' rE--portcdly projcctin 11.r~b int1·<- sigo:ncc at this J.)Ci .t he Britisl1 Govcrnnc~-it 

is afforc.ed a better op::,ortuni.t.,r to lencl its supr>ort to the l.rn"'u vie '".:.)oint on the 

basis of 1f.::~ir pley 1 to a pnrt;r not })resent durinb the I C-nnit3ee 1 s C:.eli"'ue:·£'..ti--~ .... 

11 ·re elievc, however , that the ;1yth of the :Sri tis. Gover11'.-.en i 1s v~~unted. •sen. e 

of fa5.r ::_11 rt ha.s been largely d.is .. iJ)C.toa by tr.e Pcti')ns of :3rit:. 1 offici'--1s 

ther.1selvcs . The latest ex2-rir,le 1ns the P['.lcs inc A" i· istration 1s insistence on 

presenting its testimon to the T Cor.t:.1;ittee e ind closed do rs , wi t'1 the 11ress 

barred and. lith representatives of the Je\·Tish Agenc· for nlestine -- who ,;o1 ld 

be in a :9osition to refute the Pales ine Go ·e nme. t 1 s di to:t ,io n - - excl 1ded . 

"·:e arc confic.ent that public opin • on vrill see uch Arab an :Sri ti h maneuvers 

for hat they are -- dupl ici taus tactics designed to pcrpe uate the Greatest 

injustice of our time ." 

--30--
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FOR RELEASE: WEDNESDAY, JULY 23 

NEW YORK JEWS TO CONDUCT PROTEST DEMONSTRATION AGAINST 

SEI ZUBE AND BETURN TO FF.ANOE OF 4500 JEWS FBOM HA. GANAH 

VESSEL -- "EXODUS 194711 - l3Y :BRITISH PALESTINE ADMINISTRATION 

M:BMORIAL SERVICE WILL ALSO BE HELD AT MADISON SQUARE PARX FOR 

WILLIAM :BERNSTEIN, :FOlMER AMEBICAN NAVAL OFFICER AND 

FIRST MATE OF HAGANAH SHIP, KILLED l3Y :BRIT I SH l30ABDING PARrY 

- - -... -
New York, • Y. -- Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Chainnan of the American Zionist 

Emergency Council, which speaks for all official .American Zionist organizations, 

has announced plans for a mass demonstration of protest against the 11piratical 

seizure by the British Mandatory Government of the Haganah vessel - 1Exodus 1947 1 

-- and the forced transfer of 4500 Jewish refugees to their original port of 

embarkation in Southern France." 

This giant mass demonstration against Groat 13ri tain will take place tomorrow 

(Thursday, July 24th) in Madison Square Park - 24th Street and Madison Avenue at 

4:30 P.M. 

A memorial service will also be conducted for William :Bernstein, first mate 

of the Haganah vessel• who was killed in the wheel-house of hie ship by a British 

naval boarding party. :Bernstein, a former American naval officer, is the first 

American casualty in the Jewish struggle for Palestine. 

(The "capture of 'Exodus 194? 1 was effected out side of the territorial waters 

of Palestine by a naval party from three British destroyers and a cruiser, accord,­

ing to an eye witness account made to members of the United Nations Special 

(more) 
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Committee on Palestine in Jerusalem. Two other Jewish deaths were reported.as 

well as serious injuries to 50 other Jewish refugees). 

Dr. Silver announced a tentative roster of speakers for the Madison Square 

Park Rally. In addition to himself. Congressman Emanuel Celler, Representative 

from this city; Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, President of Hadassah; Leon Gellman, 

President of the Mizrachi Organization of America; Meir Grossman of the United 

Zionists-Revisionists; Paul Goldman of Achdut Avoda.h; Joseph Breslau of the Jewish 

Trade Union Coimnittee for Palestine; and officers representing the Poale Zion. 

Labor Zionist Organization of .Ameriea,and H~shomer Hatzair, will share the 

speakers• platfonn. Dr. l!inanuel Neumann, President of the Zionist Organization 

of .America, will be the ehai nnan. 

Morris Bernstein, older brother of the ala.in first mate of the "Exodus 194711 • 

\ 

arrived this morning from Sa:n Francisco. Re 1Aill participate in the memorial 

service for his brother. At the Zionist &ergency Council offices, he disclosed 

thn.t his mother was hoepi tali zed in this ei ty, and had not yet been info nned of 

her son's death in Palestine. 

In speaking of his brother, Morris Bernstein said: "My brother Bill was 

alw~s ready to fight for his convictions. That's why he enlisted ith the 

Haganah. He wanted to serve them in a capacity in which he was best fl tted. 

During the early years of the war, he left college, where he was a medical 

etudent, to join the forchant Marine. Subsequently, he enlisted in the u. s. 

Navy and rose to an officer's rank. When the war ended, Bill couldn't tolerate 

reading about the terrible conditions of the Jews of Europe without attempting 

to do something about it. This was typical of hi~. He joined the Haganah because 

he knew that this was the only force in the world that ws.s doing something 

materially to bring Jews into Palestine -- a place to 'Nhich they belonged. He 

died as he lived -- a fighter for his people and his country." 

It was announced that sco:-es of organi.zations ~- Je, ish and non-Jewish, 

representing labor, religion and social serviee, have pledged their support to 

the Council in this emergency effort. 
-30- #291 - 7/22/47 



MASS D:BMONSTRA.TION PROTESTING :BRITISH ASSA.ULT ON 
JEWISH VESSEL "EXODUS 1947" 
Madison Square F ark 
July 24, 1947 

• 

STATEMENT BY DR. EMANUEL NEUMANN 
PllSIDENT OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

Once again we are met here in our thousands and tens of thousands to utter a 

cry of horror and indignation at the crines and brutalities perpetrated against the 

Jewish people by the Government of Great Britain. We net here about a year ago for 

a similar purpose. Then the word iaS Latrun, the detention car.1p in the hills of 

Judea, where the the British Govenl.':lent had i np risoned leaders of the Jewish Agency 

in an attenpt to break their spirit, to break the Jewish Agency, to break the 

organized Yishuv and to crush its spirit of resistance. That attenpt failed. It 

failed ignominiously. It was shattered by the united will of the whole Jewish 

people. 

Tod~ the word is Exodus 1947, that gallant ship of the gallant Haganah. '11hich 

carried 4500 of our refugees away from the blood-drenched soil of Europe to the 

shores of the Jewish Homeland. We are here not only to protest and to mourn but 

also to record and signalize the Battle of the Exodus, which will go down in Jewish 

history as one of the r.iost significant engagenents in the battle for Palestine and 

Jewish freedom. Against that lone vessel, the Exodus, with its 4500 unamed oen, 

women and children, the British Govemnent had ~obilized five units of the Hoyal 

Navy. In a ruthless act of piracy in open defiance of the law of nations, British 

cruisers and destroyers displayed their heroism. They attacked our rescue ship, 

rammed it and battered it, fired upon it, clubbed members of its crew into sub­

mission, did not stop at murder, and finally deported them all back to the con­

tinent from which they had fled. This last outr8€e 1s :Britain •s latest contributio: 

towards peace in Palestine, its ccntribution towards facilitating the work of the 

United Nations. 

Our feeling todEcy" is one not only of wrath and sorrow but also a feeling of 

pride - pride in the fact that after centuries of persecution, of helplessness, of 

(more) 
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passive martyrdom, there has welled up in the Jewish people the will to shape its 

own destiny, the will to resist oppression, the will to strike a blow for Jewish 

honor and freedom, the will to defend the rights of the Jewish people. The finest 

expression of this new spirit and its physical embodiment is the Haganah. It was 

the Haganah that threw a protecting wall around the Yishuv during the Arab terror 

of 1936-39. It was the Haganah that spearheaded the war effort of the Yishuv from 

1940-1945. It was the men of the Haganeh that formed the Jewish :Brigade and fought 

the Axis on three continents. It was the Haganah that led the responsible and dis­

ciplined resistance of the Yishuv against the iniquities and brutalities of the 

Mandatory regime. It is the Hagan.ah that reac_1es out to every corner of Europe to 

bring aid and comfort to the refugees yearning for a new life in Zion. It is the 

Hagan.ah that has organized and carried on the work of rescue through immigration. 

It is the Haganah that raised the Blue end White flag to tho oasthead of the 

Presiden, Warfield, renamed it the Exodus and brought it with its precious cargo 

across the sea to the shores of the Pronised Land. 

Britain has added another blot upon her escutcheon. The Haganah has added 

another glorious page to Jewish histo IY• 

In the ~attle of the Exodus there were casualties. We are here to pey tribute 

to their memory. Solmnly we vow that their heroic death shall not have been in 

vain. We mourn the loss of Willian Bernstein, First Mate of the Exodus -- a fellow 

American who nobly r.iet his death in the great Ar.rerican tradition, fighting against 

tyranny and oppression, fighting for justice and human freedon. To his sorrowing 

f~ily who are represented here this afternoon, we extend not ~erely our condolence3 

but an expression of the love and gratitude of the whole Jewish people. The name of 

William Bernstein will be enshrined in our hearts. We shall speak of him to our 

youth and they in turn shall recount to their children and grandchildren how one 

Jewish lad who had loyally served the Stars and Stripes braved dangers and earned 

undying glory in the service of his martyred people. 

We have much to s~ to the Governnent of Great :Sri tain and we shall say it here 

today. :But we also have a word to s~ to our own Governnent, to President Truman 

(more) 
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and Secretary Marshall. We ask than, rrii:ow long will you keep silent? When will you 

intervene to sta;r the hand of the British Government? It is time to speak up. The 

blood of our martyrs is calling to you from the graveyards of Europe, from the 

waters of the Mediterranean. We ask you to assert the I!l0ral leadership of our great 

Republic in the cause of justice and humanity. We implore you to abandon an 

attitude of cautious neutrality in this strug~le which is going on before your eyes, 

the struggle of an ancient people for its survival and its nationa1 restoration. 

Do not leave the chanpionship of Jewish rights to Guate"'.lala, to Urugu~. Call into 

play, throw into the balance the prestige, the \t:ei";ht, the power, the influence and 

moral authority of this, the greatest democracy on earth. Millions of .American 

citizens, earnest, forward-looking men of goodwill, Jews and Christians alike have 

been waiting for you to act. The time for action is now. We have bee.n waiting and 

wondering. :But time is running out. Soon, very soon, ,,,e will no longer wait and 

wonder concerning the attitude and policy of our Government, but draw our own con­

clusions and fonn our jud~ent." 

And finally, we lift our voices to send a message of cheer to our embattled 

brethren across the seas and to the Yishuv in Palestine. They will hear us as we 

cry out to them "we are with you in the spirit; we shall be with you also in the 

flesh. Bernard Mark, William Bernstein and their gallant comrades, these are but 

the vanguard of our American Jewish youth. Our youth is stirring. Soon it will be 

on the march; first scores, then hundres, then thouscl?l.ds will spring to your side• 

animated· by the conviction that Je-rish deetiny is one and indivisible and prompted 

by the desire to join their efforts with yours." 

Our eyes cannot pierce the veil which hides from our sight even the immediate 

future, but as we stand here this sumr.ter afternoon under God 1s heaven, we are united 

in a common faith which has come down to us through generations of pious and God­

fearing ancestors. It is a living faith which tells us that at the end of the long 

and bloody road we are traveling, we shall come upon our age-old quest. The vision 

of our prophets will be realized, and the dream of centu.ries will come true. Israel 

shall be redeemed. Judea will rise again. 

• • • 



MASS D:EMONSTRATION PROTESTING BRITISH ASSAULT ON 
JEWISH VESSEL "EXODUS 1947tt 
Madison Square Park 
July 24, 1947 

EXCEBPT S FROM ADDRESS BY MEIR GROSSMAN 
PRESIDENT, UNITED ZIONISTS-REVISIO] ISTS OF AMERICA 

" •.• The United States Government cannot renain silent in the face of events 

which undermine its own position in the orld, weaken the whole idea of the United 

l ations, and instill doubt as to .Anerica 1s leadership in establishing world peace 

and order. 

"Unless America speaks out now a"ld England :. s stopped, one of our last 

illusions will be destroyed. F~r all attempts to cooperate with England or 

appease it, have failed. The latest British action and Anerica 1s aloofness have 

proved once again that resistance in its nanifold forms remains the only effective 

weapon to break the British policy of blockading the Jewish l ational Iione, puttin~ 

obstacles in the way of its development and making Palestine a new battle theatre, 

"All those who condemned resistance in one form or another have been com­

pelled by circumstances to change their point of view. For each time we took the 

road to appeasement, we were repaid by new attacks. Since we must rely primarily 

on ourselves, we need at this moment a cooplete unity of purpose and action. 

Bickering and mutual recriminations must cone to an end. 

"All Jewish resistance groups oust unite and cooperate in order to create 

an irresistible national defense force. When I sey unity, I mean unity of action 

and not wiity for the purpose of preventing action. The key to the situation is 

activo resistance, coupled with a world-wide political action in which every one 

can take part. The British do not seer.i to respond to poll te parlianentary pro­

cedure. 

"There is one redeeming feature in this dark hour which fills our hearts with 

hope - the reaction of Ar.lerican Jewry to the events in Palestine. Those Jewish 

(nore) 
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boys who r.ian the boats to Paleet1ne go to redeer.i the prooise of Jewish freedon. 
Through them flows our hope and our strength. .An:erican Jewry is no longer an 

onlooker or benefactor. It akes an a.cti ve part in the political struggle. It 

sends its youth to the battle front of Palestine, and from this platfom I want 

to hail this new spi r1 t which fills the heart a of the Jews with hope and eXJ.')ectar­
tion. 

"Those who believed we were finished and thou~t they could do whatever they 
liked with the survivors of oassacred Jewry and liquidate the Jewi. sh National Home 
will not prevail. We are still a people of 13,000,000 and we are not prepared 

to give up our rights and acco:tplishnients. As long as we don't give in, as long 
as we keep our resolution to turn our backs upon appeasenent, and continue to 

resist on all fronts, we can ex:pect the United Nations to realize finally that 

there is no other solution than the setting u;p of a Jewish State and to lend us 
their e.i d in our just ca.use. 

the present regine must go on. 

interrupted." 

Therefore, the Al!ja must continue. Resistance to 

And the building of our country will not be 

• • 



MASS D:EMONSTRA.TION PROrESTIKG~RITISB ASSAULT ON 
JEWISH VESSEL "EXODUS 1947" 
Madi son Square I'ark 
July 24, 1947 

EXCERPTS FBOM .ADDRESS :BY MRS. MOSES J:. EPSTEIN 
PRESIDENT OF HADASSAH, WOMEN'S ZIONIST ORGAflIZATION OF AMEBICA 

11 In its capture of Haganah vessel -- 'Exodus 1947 1 - Great Britain has com­

mi tted another a.ct of international anarchy, spiced by piracy, and has totally 

disregarded an internationally-legal covenant sanctioned by fifty-two nations of 

the world. This is an outrage to a civilized humanity. 4500 Jews, who had gone 

through the most inhumane treatment, during and after the war years, have been 

deported like sub-human chattels to the continent which wos the scene of their 

starkest tragedies. 

"It is only fitting that , e, American Jews, should gather here in this solemn 

moment and demonstrate our sense of distaste and frustration with a dishonorable 

policy of a once-benevolent Britain. In the death of William Bernstein, American 

Jewry has received its first casualty in what finston Churchill calls __ nthe squalid 

war" against the Jews. 

nThis evening I shall leave for Palestine. When I arrive, I shall tell the 

Jews of falestine of this outpouring of American indignation and horror at the 

latest acts of violence perpetrated against them and against the bitterly victimized 

Jews of Europe. 

"Americans of all races and creeds are showing here todq that we will not 

remain unmoved while men and women who have a legal right to enter their own home­

land are beaten, shot at, and violently thrust back into the choatie prison camp 

that is Europe for them today. 

"The Mandate for Palestine specifically bids Jews to aettle and live in the 

Holy Land. Britain's acts of violence are responsible for acts of retaliation. 

How much longer can those whose suffering is already unendurable stand such flaunt­

ing of their rights? Can it be that l3r1tain wishes to continue this perpetual 

violence and countel'-violence for her own puxposesT" 

• 
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MASS DlMONSTRA!rION PBOTESTDTG BRITISH ASSAULT ON 
JEWISH VESSEL "EXODUS 1947" 
Madi son $qua re Park 
July 24, 1947 

EXCERPTS FROM ADDRESS BY LEON G~LM.AN 
NATIONAL PBESIDENT OF THE MIZBACHI ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA 

• 
"Before the peoples of the world once more we assembly to give voice to our 

bitter outcries, our dsep anguish, and our heart-piercing protests against the 
• 

brutal blood-letting which British Labor Government has inflicted upon our to11-

tured people. 

"These brutalities are not new. They are continuations over a tragic period 

of 25 years; ~assfield1 s deerees, Shaw's decrees, Simpson's decrees, MaeDonald 1s 

decrees. But the brutalities which the present British Labor Government has un­

leashed have no precedents in the anna~ of butchery and barbarism • 

. "In reality, we have not assembled here to protest. Against whom shall we 

protest? 

"Shall we protest against our enemies? Their hearts are as impenetrable ae 

rock. Their basic normal values of justice ~d understanding are non--exia,ent. 

"Shall we protest against our friends~ They know our pain end remain route­

silent. Hundreds of thousands of Jews wallow in the ~ir1 tual muck of DP camps, 

starve from hunger, are wracked with illness - and our friends in Congress. in 

the State Department, and in the White House sit idly l)7 and keep their silence. 

"Or perhaps shall we protest against ourselves! Why did we allow ourselvee 

to fall victim to such tragic ci rcumstanees, l'lhy have we remained s\lent antil 

now? Why have we not pierced the stuffed earsJ 

"NoJ We have not gathered here to protest. Of what avail are protests1 

We have assembled here to proclaim to ourselves and betore all humanity that we 

will never yield up our Holy Land, that we are prepared to sacrifice eve1'Ytbing 

and anything for the rescue of our pitiful Jewish rennenta and for the ro-creation 

of Palestine as a Jewish homeland. 

(more) 
. . 
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"In my ears reverberate the words of the deceased Zionist leader and great 

American, Louis D. Brandeis, of Blessed memory. Ten years ago, following the 

Zionist Congress in Zurich, Justice Brandeis called to his home in Washington, 

D. c., a small group of Zionist leaders in order to hear their reasons against 

accepting a partition scheme. For a full hour he listened to the Zionist leaders 1 

r 0 c:.s0::.:s for rejecting part! tion; all the while he uttered not a word. At the 

h ,.,ur1 s end, he stood up and in clear, detennined voice he said one word, repeating 

it three times: 'Fight, Fight, Fight! 1 

"When we are asked in these precarious hours, what shall we do, our answer 

is: 'Fight, Fight, Fie>JitJ 1 

"Fight - heroism - resistance - Hagana - boycott - this is tho reply we hurl 

at our enemies. This is the answer the world will respect. 

"Commissions rn~ come and comnissions May go. Ships m~ come and ships m~ 

go. The craving, the striving of the Jewish people towards Eretz Israel will not 

be thwarted nor frustrated by the British Labor Goverm;1ent nor by any other 

government. 

"We will split the seas, we hurdle mountains, we will do everything possible 

to lift our brothers f r~m their graves and bring them to the Land of Israel ••• 

where we will build a hoce for the Jewish people." 

* • • 



MASS DllAONSTRATION PROTESTING BRITISH ASSAULT ON 
JEWISH VESSEL "EXODUS 1947" 
Madison Square Park 
July 24, 1947 

EXCERPTS FROM ADDRESS BY PAULL. GOLD ~.AN 
GENERAL SECRETARY, ACHDUT HAVODAH-POALE ZION (UNI · ED LABOR ZIO IST PARTY) 

11We are gathered her e in anger to give our answer to the latest brutal 

acts of the British Government under the l eadership of Bevin in the war that 

it is waging against the J ewish people. The piratical attack on 'Exodus 19471 

is one mor e shameful monument of the baseness of a Government which, to our 

sorrow, b ears the name Labor. 

"The l atest deeds of the British Govcrncont in tmd around Pal estine and 

its declar ed intention to prevent J ewish immigration into Palestine by all tho 

means at its disposal, not oven stopping at pirRcy, should bo accepted by us as 

a decl~ration of total war against the J ewish people by Bevin and his Government. 

"This realization places upon tho J ewis h p eop l e t hroughout tho ,;-,orld , but 

in tho first instnncc upon .Amoricru1 J oPry, the duty t o :ms.or in kind. Truo, 

wo have no mighty fl ee t to attack th J British warshin s which arc preying in 

international wat ers on dof ons eloss ships loadnd ~ith J oui sh survivor on their 

ay to their National Ho~oland. True , uo arc not abln to put out on the f i eld 

of battle an army equipped for oodorn WA.Tfar o. In all of those things, Englpnd 

is vastly sup erior to us. But uo have other uoapons Phich give us tho ability 

to inflict t olling blows. Lt us uso the~. 

"Let us r einforce with manpower and oat orial r esourc es tho fi ting 

forces of tho Yishuv -- tho Haganah -- to enable it to ans~or in sono 

measure, blow for blow. By r inforc ornont, I ~oan tho organization of a mass 

Halutzim movomont right hor o in klorica. 

(more) 
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"Freedom and justice loving people in this country and throughout the entire 

world will understand the necessity of and justification for such measures on our 

part, and the best among them, I am sure, will rally to our support. 

11 To our own Government, we direct the question: Why' are you silent, in this 

hour of our greatest tragedy? The American people, through all mediums of ex­

pression, Governmental and othe~1ise, have time and time again declared that our 

cause is just, that our need is col!lpelling, that our National Home in Palestine 

is ours as of right. This clearly implies thE: t he who attempts to bar us from 

our National Homeland, prevents Jews from entering Ialestine, maintains a police 

state within the country and com.its piracy o.round it, is guilty of a breach of 

international law, an::l what should concern our Governnent particularly, is the 

breach of special treaties between England nnd our country concerning Palestine. 

We ask our Governl'!lent to protest. We ask our Govemnent to net. It has sufficient 

means to be effective. We urgently ask it to use then now." 

• 
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MESSAGE SENT l3Y FRANK W. :BUXTON 
MElGER OF ANGLO-AMERICAN COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY 

TO MASS DlMONSTRAT!ON PROTESTING BRITISH ASSAULT ON 
JEWISH VESSEL -- "EXOlJUS 194711 

MADISON SQ,UABE PARK, JULY 24, 1947 

The deportation from Palestine of 4,500 Jews is the latest example af what 
Winston Churchill declared 11 a plain breach of a solemn obligation ••• a breach and 
repudiation of the l3alf our Declaration. 11 By British pledge and in temational 
agreement, Palestine was to become a land to which Jews could go as of rigjlt and 
not on sufferance. Immigration was to be facilitated. Close settlement on the 
land was to be promoted. It was because of ::Sri tish vacillation and -oerversion of 
the Declaration and the Mandate that the Anglo-American Committee proposed 15 
months ago a comprehensive program ,-.mich included the immediate issue of 100,000 
immigration certificates to Jewso The Committee clearly foresaw additional 
violence and more bloodshed if the White Paper of 1939 remained in effect. 

But the Attlee Cabinet ignored the unanimous recommendations of the six 
Engli sbmen and six Amer! cans. It preferred to appease the notorious Grand Mufti, 
a war criminal by British definition, 211d to check the extension of western 
civilization. It disregarded the traditional British concepts of statesmanship, 
fair plq and justice, and it is disregarding them most flagrantly now in deport­
ing Jewish immigrants on prison ships. 

The consequence of this uninterrupted breach of faith are now plain. The 
650.000 Jews of Palestine have been goaded into covert or open revolt. Thousands 
of them have been driven underground. The Mandatory Power has retaliated against 
not only the terrorists but unoffending men, women and children. Curfews, com­
munity fines, barbed wire prison camps, screenings, road-blocks, mass arrests, 
peremptory imprisonment f'or trivial political offences, press censorship, martial 
law, denial of civil liberties - they mar the Holy Land today. Present practices 
in Palestine resemble. those used in vain against the Americ;..a.n colonists and recall 
the tactics of the l3lack-and-Tans in Ireland. A l3ritish anny of 100,000 has be­
come a jittery police department. British vessels have becone marine penitenti­
aries. As Homer Bigart has pointed out in his a.dnirable dispatches to the New 
York Herald Tribune, the Mandatory Power is acting as if it were dealing with 
gangsters only. 

The question is not wether Jews will continue to yeam for their ancestral 
homeland and set out for it but wether the immigration, the crusade, shall be 
formally authorized, organized, regulated, orderly, peaceful and beneficent, or 
the opposite. Jewish immigration may be hindered now and then by naval patrols, 
unrolled barbed wire, detention and deportation. But it cannot be prevented. 
The aspiring human spirit does not respond to such ministrations. The persecuted 
Jews of Europe see Palestine as their one haven of safety, where they can work 
out their destiny, to the advantage of themselves, world Jewry, Palestine and 
western civilization. They would rather undergo long, cruel privations and risk 
death to get there than sta_y in DP camps and countries whero 6,200,000 of them 
we re murdered. 
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The remedy for this calamitous condition is simple, and it is obvious lo 
almost everybody except a short-sighted, stubborn little group in England and 
the Attlee Cabinet, which it completely dominates. Accept the comprehensive 
program of the Anglo-American Conmi ttee of Inquiryl Open the doors of Palestine 
to 100,000 Jews immediately - including those forlorn souls in Cyprus and the 
prison ships. Ad.nit as many more as the country can reasonably ·accor.ll!lodate. 
That is what every American President, beginning with Wilson and including 
Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, Roosevelt and Tl"W!lan have advocated. 

Forty of the forty-eight governors recon~ended· 1t two years ago. Congress 
and the national conventions of the Republican and Democratic parties have 
inserted such an ililI!ligration proposal in their platforms. The ablest of English 
leaders of the past, Churchill and Lloyd George among ther.i, have favored such 
immigration. Refom th~ land lawsl Make the Uendate the keystone of the Pales­
tinian archJ Do justice to Jews, Ar~bs and Christians alikel 

Whatever the ultit1ate fate of Palestine may be, there will be no peace until 
the gates are opened. And thEt opening of them would result quickly in arni ty and 
harmony and the energence of a pros,er~us, contented Palestine which would be 
permanently Holy . Land in fact as well as words and redeem the tarnished prestige 
of England. 

* • 
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SLOG.ANS USED AT MASS RALLY, MADISON SQ,UABE IABX 

JULY 24, 1947 

BEVIM INHERITED HITLER'S BAlmED WIBE 

"EXODUS 1947" - A SYMBOL OF JEWISH DETEBMINATION 

BRITISH FIRA.CY 11 0.A?TUBES" .AMOTBER HAGiillAH VESSEL 

HAG.ANAH DELIVERS SHI}IS .A!ID JEWS 

(MIS)RULE BRITTANIA 

WE TOO SHALL FIGHT ON THE BEACHES 

ANOTHER ROY.AL NAVY "VICTORY" -- EXODUS 1947 

WE SUFFORT RESIST.ANOE BY TEE nsHUV 

WHO IS 11 0ILIUG11 AMERICAN PALESTINE POLICY? 

WHEN WILL TRUMAN SI>EAX UP? 

THBEE NEW IMMIGRANTS IN l'ALESTINE -- Il. GRAVES 

JEWISH HEROES DIE -- THE NAZI MUFTI LIVES 

AMERICAN DOLL.A.BS SUFfORT TYRANNY IN l'ALESTIME 
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MASS DliMONSTRATION rROTESTING BRITISH ASSAULT ON 
JEWISH VESSEL "EXODUS 1947" 
Madison Square Park 
July 24, 1947 

Assembled this July 24, 1947 in Madison Square Park in New York, the citizens 

of New York express their indignation over the deliberate acts of barbarity and 

lawlessness committed by the government and armed forces of Great Britain in flout­

ing the international obligations imposed upon Britain by the Mandate for Pales­

tine and the U.S.-British Falestine Convention of 1924; in ignoring a unanimous 

Resolution of the United Nations Assembly w:iich called "upon all governments and 

peoples ..• to refrain pending action by the General Assembly on the report of the 

Special Committee on ralestine, from the threat or use of force or any other 

action which might create an atmos1here prejudicial to an early settlement of the 

question of Palestine"; and in violating the general law of nations by attacking 

and seizing a refugee ship on the high seas and ldlling and wounding innocent 

persons. 

The assembly of citizens of Ne York respectfully draws the attention of the 

President and the Secretary of State of the United States to this horrible state 

of affairs, in the course of 't.tlich an American citizen was murdered by :British 

troops on the high seas, and calls upon the American Government, which has assumed 

world leadership in so many international problems in remote lands, to adhere to 

and not belie its traditions in this case involving declared American policy and 

treaty rights and vitally concerning millions of American citizens; to protest, 

both in direct representations to the British Government and through the instru­

mentality of the United Nations, against these lawless acts of the :British 

Government; to demand that an immediate end be put to these acts; and to insist 

on appropriate redress for the wrongs alrea~ committed. 

• • 
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AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL 

AssocidleJ Of'ganizaeions: 
Zionist Organization of America • Hadassah • Miuachi • Poale-Zion 

342MadisonAvenue • NewYork17,N.Y. • MU2-1160 

FOR BELEASE: THURSDAY, JULY 24 

FRANK W. BUXTON, MEMBER OF THE .ANGLO-AMERICA?T COMMITTEE OF INQ,UIRY, 

GBEETS M.i\.DISON SQ,UARE PA:RK DEMONSTRA.TION WITH STRONG PLEA FOR 

JEWISH IMMIGRATION IUTO P.ALESTINE 

THOUS.ANDS EXPECTED TO JOIN D]MONSTRATION TODAY AGAINST '.BRITISH 

DEPORTATION TO FRANCE OF 4500 ttEXODUS 1947" PASSENGERS 

.......... -
New York, N. Y. -- A strong :plea that '.Britain 11make the Mandate the key-

stone of the Palestinian arch" was made today by Frank W. :Buxton, member of the 

Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry in a message to the American Zionist Emergency 

Council. The Council, rEll)resenting all major American Zionist organizations, is 

sponsoring a mass demonstration in Madison Square Park (24th Street and Madison 

Avenue) this afternoon at 4:00 P.M. 

This giant mass rally was cal l ed by Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chainnan of the 

.American Zionist Emergency Council, as a protest against a British policy which 

deported 4500 Jewish passengers of the "Ex.odus 1947" from Haifa to France. The 

"capture" of the Hagan.ah vessel was effected a:fter the killing of William :Bernstein 

first mate of the "Exodus 1947", and two other Jews. 

In his message to the demonstrationt Mr. Buxton declared: "The deportation 

from Palestine of 4500 Jews is the latest example of what Winston Churchill 

declared: 'a plain breach of a solemn obligation... a breach and repudiation 

of the :Balfour Declaration.' n 

In referring to the a.eportntion t Mr. :Buxton said that "British vessels 

have become marine penitentiaries." The member of last year's .Anglo-American 

(more) 
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Commi ttee of Inq_u.i ry was bitter against the :British policy which 11prefers to 

appease the notorious Grand Mufti, a war criminal by Br! ti sh definition, and to 

check the extension of western civilization." 

Speakers mounting the platfonn this afternoon will include: 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chairman of the American Zionist Energency Council; 

Representative Emanuel Celler; Mrs. Moses P. Epstein, President of Hadassah; 

Leon Gellman, President of the Mizrachi Organization of America; Meir Grossman 

of the United Zionists-Revisionists; Paul Gold.~nn of Achdut Avodah; Joseph 

Breslaw of the Jewish Trade Union Conmi ttee for Palestine; David Wertheim 

of Poale Zion, Labor Zionist Organization of Anerica; and Meir Jaffe of Hashoner 

Hatzair. Dr. »nanuel Neunann, :president of the Zionist Organization of America, 

will be the chair~an. 

Ame~orial service will also be conducted for William Bernstein, a former 

American naval officer and the first Anericrui to die in the Je\ori sh struggle for 

Palestine. 

Excerpts of Mr. Bwcton 1 s oessa.ge follows: 

11 The deportation fror.1 Palestine of 4500 Jews is the latest exanple of what 

Winston Churchill declared: 'a plain breach of a s olcr.m obligation ••• a breach 

and repudiation of the Balfour Declaration.• By British pledge and international 

agreer.ient, Palestine was to becor.ie a land to wtich Jews could go as of right and 

not on sufferance. Inr.1igration was to be fac1litated. Close settlement on the 

land was to be pronoted. It was because of British vacillation and perversion 

of the Declaration and the Mandate that the Anglo-Arierican Comittee proposed 

15 months ago a cor.iprehensi ve prograo which included the iI!lI:lediat e issue of 

100,000 ionigration certificates to Je~s. The CoMnittee clearly foresaw addi­

tional violence and nore bloodshed if the White Paper of 1939 renained in effect. 

But the Attlee Cabinet ignored the unanimous reconrnendations of the six 

Englishoen and six Aoerlcans. It :preferred to appease the notorious Grand Mufti, 

Cr.tore) 
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a war criminal by British definition, and to check the extension of western 

civilization. It disregarded the traditional British concepts of statesmanship, 

fair pl~ and justice, and it is disregarding them most flagrantly now in deport­

ing Jewish immigrants on :prison ships. 

"Present practices in Palestine resemble tho1ie used in vain against the 

American colonists and . recall the tactics of the Black-and-Tans in Ireland. 

A British army of 100,000 has become a jittery police department .• British vessels 

have become marine penitentiaries. 

"The remedy for this calamitous condition is simple, and it is obvious to 

almost everybody except a short-sighted, stub;)orn little group in England and the 

Attlee Cabinet, wic:1 it completel~;r dominates. Accept the comprehensive program 

of the Anglo-Americ.an Committee of InquiryJ Open the doors of Palestine to 

100,000 Jews immediately -- including those forlorn souls in CYPrus and the 

prison ships. Admit as many more as the country can reasonably accommodate. 

That is what every .American President, beginning with Wilson and including 

Harding, Coolidge, Hoover, Roosevelt and Truman have advocated." 

--30-
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~~! {):;•11:ill i:r o DR. AB.?A HL.1LEL s-LVER 
Hotel Astnr, New York City 
hnd~y evening, Decer.lber 29, 194? 

FOR U:MEDIATE RELEASE 

EXCERP1rS FROM ADDRESS OF DR. ISP.AE:. JOiiDSTEilif 

PRESIDENT OF THE -:;oRLD CONFEDERATION OF GE raRAL ZIONISTS 

AND NAT ION AL C:J~-¼.Iill,~ Al.\j OF TH~ U JITED PA EST INE APPEAL 

____ .,.. ... _ 
Dr; Silver has been t he arcbi tect.-in-chief of A~erican iinnist u~licy in 

recent years~ ~,ore t han any ot he r Anurican Zi. -r: ist leader he has br0ught the 

Zionist pr rgrru:i onto the highway of .i:\r.lerican public op inirm. This nnlicy utiliz­

ins the denl")cratic □eth0ds of the Ar erican pn.li ti ca l pr ncess, na'1ely • d irect 

com,unicati r- n between the people and. their represent ati ,, es in roverm,ent, 

succeede d in wir ninf, th~ legislative and exec 1tive ::tins r, f . ur c0vernment t o 

the arlv0cacy of a Jewish State. Our go vernnen t ·•s ad.v c:l.cy n r l') ved ne cisive in 

brinfing about the favr.,r A.ble UN rte cj sion~ Therefo re Dr. S ilvert s cnntributi on 

has been a. decisive f:ictnr in the ep ,, ch-naking clispensati 0n of a Jewish State. 

It is f r rtuna.te thA.t Anerican 'Zi '"' nisr., in this cruciAl. neriocl,had Dr. Silver's 

f;:ir-visi oned and c •,ura~eous leade rship. He is deservinr: 0 f the lastin , gr at itude 

nf the J ewish people f nr the succesr.ful mob iliza ti on . ft e fnrce of Ar.iorican 

nublic 0-p inion and for his nasterly present,'\ti0n of the Zionist case bef r e .the 

UN. 

With t ho UM de cision, nnl y t he first stage of the Jcwi sh State pr ot:rar.1 is 

conclucled , tho sta~e nf p"ilicy I ror..nun·cenent. 1~0 ,; e are in the socnn1 sta e , 

that of i npl enentati on . The Mufti and his c0l lr-t.oorat() r s are dn in~ their utmos t 

t o frustrate the decision of the UN and make it cm:ie t o na u~ht. 

Erstubile Hi tleri tes openly dGfyin g and. t br e~.tenin, t0 thv1art a rle cisinn 

of an overwheln ing majority nf the Un ited Nnti c"'lns nust nnt be 7)er . i ttod by the 

UN to 11 get away with it 11 by taking a vantage of the f n.ct that the UM Asso□bly 
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is not in session. The Security Council sho1ld act, for inaction b eeds a 

deterioration of the situation. Whatever moral prestige the U has gb.lned b J~ 

this reat decision will b e lost if it is ot backei up firm1y. 

It behooves the United States both as a meM'ber of the U and as an avowed 

advoc,..,t e of a Jewish State to react a ninst the breach of int crn:i.tional l c...w and 

order being fomented by the Arab Sta ,es . I ts decla ·e em c1.r " on n.iins to Palestine 

helps the Arab aggressors who can secure arms re -.1.a ily ;from r .. ei~ boring Arnb State3 

nnd hurts the Jewish forces of self-defense. 

Great Britain's policy in this transiti on otf.bo, nnder the guise of strict 

neutrality-, in effect gives aid. and comf:,rt to tl e .\rr,bs. Ur.d.e, the pretext of 

event ·1.11.1ud. jus ➔; .i.c:e , it i. s sunnlying nrns to the Arab a .,g ressors r,nd denying them 

to th., -ju,,:_£1'.1 u.ef':1~Jlc.r::: .. Invokin_, technicalities, it i.s i.nv'ltir,.g the UN clestine 

Commis~·;.0rJ. ·v:.1 r,i;·y ou.t of Prlestir:e until Great Britain is r en.iy to leave , thus 

deliberately ple.nning to create a situ. tion of ch-. os in ·11 ich l c1 •lessness and 

banditry can thr:ve. Wl: a t a :pettv, spiteful, inelo ious clo3in .. ';) to a chapter 

whic~1 began gl riously with the 'B.::l 'cur ecla:i;ation .. 

I speak as one who £..11 his l:.fe considered himself a frie d of En6land, headed 

the Jewish effo:ct fur l3riti:3h var R lief in the U ... S. d iri tr.1.e :ar when Great 

Fri tain wr:- i '1 ces e:t c.te need cf :f.d e,nds he re., The J e :i s~1 _ uoulc still clings to 

the hope thc.t B r1 U.sh puliL n:vy <;h-:i.n e fur the better so tho. Great Bri t ['.in can 

go out of P leotir:e honora~ly by cooper~t1ng ,~th the - itis .cad of obstructing it. 

In the mellii.tiMe the Hac::uwh v:m be r·elied 1y,on to de-:end. a:.. p ro tect the 

Yishuv. Compari g the present flareup in Palestine with t e Arab attacks in 1936, 

it is evident that the Jewish defens fo rce is inconparably etter prepared to 

meet the attccks~ As a matter off ct the Hagan is exerci oin restraint -- the 

restraint, however, 1:.1hich comes from strength not froM w,·,akness. It is nlso 

evident that whereas tho Arab att cks of 1936 rosulted in tho lnf~~ous British 

White Po.per, restricting Jewish irn:;)igration and land purchase, ,. d thus rew" rding 

(more) 
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the murderers and the be.ndits, the Arab attacks of 194? will prove to be the last 

desperate attempt ~f the Mufti to gain his ends. He will not succeed. Instead of 

a British White Paper there will be r,, Jewish Blne r-nd White !>aper, the charter of 

the Je~ish Sta+,e. 

As American citizens we turn to our government and we say: "Yo have done a 

great work in helping to bring about the decision to create a Jewish State. Don 1t 

consider your work done until the J ewish State stands securely. Such economic 

aFsistance as you can give the nascent Je•·!ish S~ fl te and such help as you can provide 

to brinb large numbers of Jewish DP 1 s out of Eurcpe into Palestine, will be an 

importru t contribution . The Jews of Anerlca will do thej,r f ull part . They are 

endeavoring to raise thro 11t;h the United Jewish Apr eal an unprecedented sill:l of 

$250,OOO,OCO in 1948 for Jewish needs o,erseas and. ero . But right new the urgent 

task on the politic al level, is to act fi nnly vis-a-vis the Ar ab trouble-makers . 

The prestige of the U.S . and cf the UN densnd t} at the J01,:ish State come into being 

with tho finn backing of the groat powers, the U.S. and the .s.S . R. who brought 

about the resoli.ltion for its cstablishncnt . 

* 




