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REPORY OF HARRY L. SHAPIRO, EXBGUTIVE DIRMCYOR OF ¥il
AMERICAN 2I0MIS? NMERORICY GOUNOIL, A? THE CONVAVEION OF THA
ZIONIST ORGANTZATION OF AMBEICA, JULY 4, 1947

ir. Chalrmens

Certaln limitations are inevitably imposed on one who reports om the
sctivities of the American Zionist Pwergency Couneil, $he political am of
our movenent in thig country. As active leaders in the work of She Lecal
Esergeancy Comrittees, the delegates to Shis Convention surely understand
thst a detailed review of the numerous complex astivities of the imergendyy

Gouncil sanmot be presemted heve, However, a genersl outline of our womk

singo the last Convention of the Ziemish Crganiszation of America should
indlcste the nature and scepe of our program of mags achkion.

A in previcus years, our publiec rdations anéd politisal astion wes
desizned %o win the added swpork of the American people for Zionist ains,
and %0 oonvince our Government of the urgent need for astion to redeem its
long-standing pledzes rogerding Palestine.

the: we last met in Atlantin City, the Mmergenay Council had jush
lennched 2 naticn-wide cmpaign to drive home to the National Administration
and to the verious candidates then rumning for public office that we do not
gedk now pronines -- new declarations of wympathy for the Jevish National
feme md new statements of condolence for Jewigh wuffering in Swope. We
explalned that we mre colling for $he HUifUlmmi, wather then the renewsl,
of promlges,

on Hovender 2nd - Balfour Dey — ZUoniet mass action, carried forward
with ginguler effestivaness By the Lecal FEmergency Committees, made 1% uomisbel-
ably clear that we demand Soncrets action %o implement estebl ished U. 5. poliey.




wmumwmmmumﬂamummmm
Prasen in the form of his Octoder 4th statenmt md his forthright reply %o

King Thn Sand, they 4ld not constitute the action vhich was — md siill s
urgently nesded,
uwwam.m.mmwﬁmpmnt
mmumummwmamofmmm
was maintained consistently by our Washington Bures. Pr. Silver, the
umlutumm.u.mofmma&smn
ofMomﬁMI.mmdMOMMMoM
officisls of the Department of State, and, of course, with leading members
of both louses of Uongress. We wers greatly alded and sncouraged throughoud
wo&“unmadtbwmmuww
muwmsm-amuwuuuomhxnm
Palestine ismue rest with the passage of pro-Zionist reeolutions. lLeaders
dhtpmtnhbﬂmmmmn\mmhm.mum
lutions translated into astion. m:gtuhnnp.nnnsm
mm«m-nm.u:wm.mamm'nm
Senators called upon the State Department %o clarify its attitude om Pslestine,
!M‘Mdlhﬁnﬂn.hdw“m\oafmmﬂ‘.,xnnu
mwaxwmnm.m. I wish %o express the prefound appre-
mdnqmomdhtnm«m*mm
ne consistently and wnwaveringly.
nm.mmm&mmwmw.m
mmumupmm.mmumadmmm
pMMh‘m“mofMﬂIth--m
in Washingbon. nw-mu.n)q-u-uuufnummmu




would be ealled for by Oreat Britain's referral of the Palestine question %o
the United Nations.

cur most intensive campalgn of the year was soon lmunched. We sought
ummumxwmwamcmnmmxmama.dt
Agengy for Palestine was doing with regard to the United Hatlons, and ve,
twompwmmanmuunummmmm
YEEK, we called upon the Zionisks of America %o suzpass all of thelr previous
Mdtn”hmﬂ%mmmmhuwm
dented demonstration of pudlic sentiment. From Washington we leamed that
the "hite House snd $he State Departaent were flooded with letters, telegrans
and resolutions from both Jewish end mon-Jewish organizations. Civis,
legielative, labor, fraternsl groups held specisl mestings %o woice thelr
support. Sermons were preached in churches and smagpgues throughout the
astion. A large majority of our countey's newspopers spoke out vigorously
for us. qutlecMmuhwmmotm
states, nmayors of our cities, state legislatures and cily councils.

Apart from serving %o lmpress the United Nations with the intensily
of American feeling on $he Palestine question, this campaign aleo halped
umm.m«mxmampmnfmu. 3. delegation %o
the United Nations on the question of Jewish igency participation in the
Spesial Seesion. |




The Zionists of America have good reason to take pride im the efforts
I have just reviewed. In a very real sense, the Zionist rank end file of
this country helped to write history during the past few months and it is my
belief that they will be called wpon to do it again in a very short time,

One activity which has been conducted with quiet effiblency has been

with regard to the Middle Eastern oil question, It is to be regretted that
this vital aspect of our political work was badly nsglected throughout the
years, In the psst, Ziomist leadership did not teke cognizance of the affect
of Middle Eastern oil on the Ziomist position and on American policy regarding
Palestine, Some time ago, however, Dr, Silver took the initiative in calling
a private conference to discuss the oil question., At thig meeting this
problem was gone into thoroughly for the first time end a plan of policy aad
action was carefully thought out, Since that initial conference, a great deal
of work has been done, Many important contacts have heen established, Con-
8iderable enlightenment has been spread with regard to the Zionist position
and Zionist interests. We have reason to hope that comtinued efforts im Lhis
direction will produce favorable results,

We have been particularly busy in counteractimg the falsehoods and mis-
representations spread by Arab and pro-Arab propagandists in this country, Arab
propaganda, which has been sponsored and supported by certain of the oil
companies, by certain missionary organizations based in the Rear East, Yy
certain anti-Zionist elementsfin our State Department, and of course, by those
 elements in our country who gladly endorse anything directed against Jews, has
been intensified over the past few years, Arab speakers have gone through the
country addressing meetings, especially on university campuses, A strong pro-
Arab group has entrenched itself in and around Princeton University, The

visits of the Saudi-Arabjan princes and other Arab dignitaries have beem




skillfully taken advantage of by propagandists,

Needless to say, we have not &llowed such matiers to pass without attention,
¥herever an Arab propagandist appears, we make efforts to arrange for the public
appearance of an effective spofcsman who refutes the former's arguments aand
exposes distortions and misrepresentations.

In such activities, as indeed in almost every aspect of our work, we have
enjoyed the invaluable cooperation of the American Christian Palestine Committee.
From the lecture platform, through the medium of motion pictures and by the
distribution of literature, the American Christian Palestine Comaittee has wom
the support of thousands in chmrches, civic groups, women's clubs and colleges.
I must make special mention of the magnificent Seminars on Palestins organized
by that Committee, as well as the iwo regional Christian conferenges which
vere held in Detroit and Boston. At each of these conferences, mors than 50
meelings took place over a period of 3 days. The Committee's seminars in
Atlanta, Memphls, Birminghum, ¥ew Orleans, and Dailas culminated in a National
Seminar at Highland Park, Illirnois on May 20th to Slst, which is generally
considered one of the most successful meelings of its kind ever held,

Time cdoes not permit a detailed review of the splendid support given us
by other important organizations, Eowever, I cannot omit referencs. % the
fine cooperaticn which was forthcoming throughout the year from both the
Aperican Federation of Labgy and the Congress of Industrizl Organizations,
Veterans! groups, too, once again demonstrated their support of our cause,

This was particularly true of the Jewish War Vaterans and the Americun Velerans
Committee, Of special significence, also, was the work of the American Arts
Committes for Pglestine which was formed by the American Christiasn Palestine
Committee, and which is made up of the most prominent figures in the art and
entertainment world, This group published impressive full-page advertisements

and public statements at critical moments, all of which attracted nation-wide




attention.

I am afraid that * am not Coing justice to the work of the various

departments of the Fmergeney Council, which form the backbone of our political
and public relations organization. These departments function under experts
in their respective [ields who have made "doing the impossible" seem a maiter
of routine, A more detedled review of their activities is contained in the
Convention Repori which has been distributed to all the delegates, and reguires
no eleboration here,

In conclusion, I wish to stete thet we in the Pmergency Council would
be juite helpless vithout the supporl of the Zionist mnsces throughout America,
The suceess of our vAricus projects cun be mezsured in direct retio to the
efforts end energles expended by the Local Imergency Committees, Without your
villingzness to cerry out the various suggestiors wldch cmanete from the national
headguarters, we could not meve, The fect that the Zionists of America have
worked with uvndiwinished loyalty and cevotfon ovar the past few years L& the
soucce of our grestest encouragsment., And the Ziomist Organization of Americas
may be proud of the mejor rols: wkich it has played in the work of the American
Zionist Epergency Council. I am conflident that I express the sentiments of
this Convention rhen I predict thaet the vigor and determination which have
characterized the work of the Emergency Committecs in the past wWill coatinue
unahated until we ehall have conpleted our task of bLringing into beingz the

Javish State,






