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AMERICAN Z1oNIsT EMERGENCY COUNCIL

KIMIONEXNEX KRR B REORCRAYOBEE 701 Ring Building
WASHINGTON 6, D.C. 1200-18th St. N.W.

LEO R. SACK

December 9, 1947

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver
¢/o Commodore Hotel
New York, N. Y.

Dear Dr. Silver:
The following is for your information:

Ioy Henderson said this to me today when I guestioned him as
to the real meaning of the arms embargo to the Middle East, announced
last week:

"Why, there's nothing new to this. This order was issued six

weeks ago, but it was just announced the other day because of all the
talk that is coming out of the Middle Bast about the Arabs are going

to do this and are going to do that. Actuelly the order was issued
before General Marshall went to Europe. Here is what has been happen-
ing. TFor quite a while recently, the various Arab nations have been
ordering small quantities of small arms and ammunition from the
United States., The necessary approval was ziven to these orders

as a routine matter, but when the Arabs began talking so big up at
Lake Success and making threats, we decided, witb General Marshall's
approval, to place an embargo. Now, the material specified in those
orders will not be shipped because although the orders had been
approved, the necessary licenses have not been issued.”" Mr. Hender-
son said this mesns that even though the Arabs had placed orders for
arms and ammunition, they will not get these supplies.

While on this subjeet, Loy said to me, "I am a little bit
annoyed at all the talk that has been in the newspapers to the effect
that we have been supplying the Arab countries with great quantities
of lease-lend arms and ammunition. Actually, we have not given away
more than $80,00 (eighty dollars) of arms and ammunition to any country
since the war and we have never issued lease-lend arms and ammunition
since the war to any Arab eountry." Henderson was very emphatic about
this. His remarks were prompted, he said, specifically because of the
story in PM, which was also reprinted in some of the Jewish newspapers.

As to the present situation, Mr. Henderson told me that the
daily dispatches which are being received in the Department from
Palestine indicate that they are picturing a situation which does
not exist. "The whole place is not in a turmoil," Henderson said,
and he continued, "of course, there is sporadic shooting, but on
the whole, our Consulate General advises that peaceful conditions
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are prevailing throughout the country and despite exchanges of
shooting the country as a whole is going about its business."
Henderson said, however, that the Consulate has advised that the
situation may change at any time and that a real fear exists that
"The Arabs may organize for trouble,"”

Because of this, I was told, the Department is considering
the necessity of issuing a suggzestion advising "American women and
children to pull out of the country.™ Such an order, he said,
would not be issued on the basis of present conditions but is under
consideration for use in the event "really serious™ troubles develop.
He told me there are sbout 4,000 Americen nationals in Palestine,
most of whom are Jewish men, women and children who still retain

their American citizenship, There are, however, more than 100 Amer-
ican citizens attached to the American missions. These include

women and children.

Henderson went on to tell me that should really serious
trouble develop and the Department recommends that American nation-

als leave the country it will not be mandatory for them to leave and
they will not be deprived of the protection to which they are entitled
as American citizens. The procedure which would be followed in Pal-
estine is identical with the procedure which is followed throughout

the world whenever war clouds become black.

As to the conference of the Aradb nations in Cairo today,
Henderson said "it is inconceiveble to me that any country would
try to send an army into Palestine." It was his thought that if
the Arabs really tried to go through with such threats that the
Security Council of the United Nations would immediately go into
action and perhaps call upon other member nations, in the absence
of security police, to employ their own troops to preserve order.

Very sincerely yours,

P.S. Since talking to you over the telephone I called Mr. Henderson
and passed along your suggestion that the Stete Department give pub-
licity to the fact that their reports indicate that despite the head-
lines in the United States, conditions throughout the country are
peaceful., We also contacted some friends in the State Department

press room to plant the story.
-IIRSQ




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W.
WASHINGTON 9, D. C.

LEO R. BACK

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver,
7°°79 SHQPer Eoulev&rd,

Dear Dr, Silver:

‘or your inflormati
mail this morning I received,
the enclosed t0"+ of the Arms
out of the State Department.
of *’~ actual shipments carried
announcement did not appea

newspapers.,

e
with personal regards,

Very ;)cb:c yours,
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Trans jordan arms
ammunition

Iraq arms
ammunition

Palestine arms
ammunition

Similarly this policy extends to this type of a?*'~
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which may be located outside the United States, including
transfer and retransfer of lend-lease arms an anmunition

and the salie of United States surplus arms and ammunit’
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:DR ABBA HILLEL SILVER= :
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ation

RECEIVED WIRES AND MESSAGES FROM LABOR Z1ONIST GROUPS -

BALT IMORE WASHINGTON PHILADELPHIA ETC. ABOUT SPONTANEOUS
PREPARATIONS FOR DEMONSTRATION NEAR DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION
PROBABLY TUESDAY REQUESTING PRESIDENT LIFT EMBARGO ARND

THAT PRESIDENT AND STATE DEPARTMENT. PRESS FOR UN SANCTIONS
AGAINST ARABS. TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY REACH YOU BY PHONE
CLEVELAND. COULDN'T REACH SHAPIRO EITHER. BECAUSE SHORTNESS
TIME FOR PREPARATION AND BELIEVING THIS 1S IN LINE AND
SPIRIT PROPOSED ACTION EMERGENCY COUNCIL:, WE ARE PUTTING
MACHINERY IN MOTION TO ORGANIZE IT PROPERLY, WOULD BE MOST
HAPPY IF OTHER -ZIONIST GROUPS JOIN IN |/EMONSTRATION. WILL
COMMUNICATE WITH OFFICE EMERGENCY COUNCIL WMONDAY WMORNING

« MEANTIME YOUR INSTRUCTIONS REMARKS SUGGESTIONS MOST
WELCOME EITHER TODAY TO 'B. FRYMER,317 BEACH 34 ST., ‘Jﬁ

FAR ROCKAWAY, NeYs OR TOMORROW CALL GRAMERCY 7-8880=

DR BERL FRYMER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY POALE ZION 45 7§A
EAST 17 STREET NEW YORK PINCHAS CRUSO SECRETARY POLITICAL

COMMITTEE DAVID WERTHE INM=

517 >4 7-888

8 O- 'OMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE









