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ZIONI TE lfER IL 

UDmEJGclllllllltltl!Otrffl-nlil'12M~701 Ri uilding 

LEO R . ~ K 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver 
c/o Commodore Hotel 

ew York, . Y. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

\V 1200-18th St .. , • 

December 9, 1947 

The following is for your information: 

Lo Henderson said this to me today Jhen I uestioned him as 
to the real eaning of the arm.s embargo to the Middle East, announced 
last week: 

•lhy, there's nothing new to this. i order was issued six 
weeks ago, but it as jut announced the other day because of all the 
talk that is coming out of the iddle East bout the Arabs are goi 
to do this and are oing to do that. ctually the order as issued 
before General arshall went to Europe. ere is 1hat has been happen­
ing. For quite a while recently, the V8riou~ ab nations have been 
ordering small uantities of small arms =~u.u.nition from the 
United States. The necessyry approval wss given to these order 
as a routine matter, but when the ab began talkin so big up at 
Lake Success and making threats, e decided, with General arshall' 
approval, to place an ewbargo. Now, t e material specified in those 
orders 111 not be shipped because although the orders ha.d been 
approved, the necess y licenses have not been issued." Mr. Hender­
son said this means that even though the abs h d placed orders for 
arms and ammunition, they will not get these supplies. 

ile on this subject, wy said to me, "I am a little bit 
annoyed at all the talk that has been in the newspapers to the effect 
that we have been supplyi the Arab countries itb great uantities 
of lease-lend rm and ammunition. Actually, e have not given away 
more than 80.00 (eighty dollars) of arms and unition to any country 
since the ar and we ha e never issued le se-le d arms d aJIL.'tlU.llition 
since the war to any Arab ountry." Henderson w s very emphatic bout 
this. H·s remark were prompted, hes id, specific ly because of the 
story in PM, which as also reprinted in some of the Jewish neis a ers. 

As to the present situ tion, . Henderson told me that the 
daily dispatches hich are being received in the Department from 
Pale tine indicate tat they e picturing a situation hich does 
not exist. "The whole place is not in turmoil," enderson said, 
and he continued, "o course, there is sporadic shootin, but on 
the whole, our Consulate Gener 1 advises tha pe ceful conditions 
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are prevailing throughout the country and despite exchanges of 
shooting the country as a whole is going aoout its bu iness." 
Henderson said, however, that the Consulate bas advised that the 
situation may change at any time and that a real fear exist s that 
"The Arabs may organize for trouble." 

Because of this, I was told, the Department is considering 
the necessity of issuing a suggestion advising ".American women and 
children to pull out of the country." Such an order, he said, 
would not be issued on the basis o present conditions but is under 
consideration for use in the event "really serious" troubles develop. 
He told me there are about 4,000 American nationals in Palestine, 
most of whom are Jewish men, women and children who still retain 
their .American citizenship. There are, however, more than 100 .Amer­
ican citizens attached to the American missions. These include 
women and children. 

Henderson went on to tell me that should really serious 
trouble deTelop and the Department recommends that .American nation-
als leave the country it will not be mandatory for them to leave and 
they will not be deprived or the protection to which they are entitled 
as American citizens. The procedure which would be follo ed in Pal­
estine is identical with the procedure which i followed throughout 
the world whenever war clouds become black. 

As to the conference of the .~ab nations in Cairo today, 
Henderson said "it is inconceivable o me that any country would 
try to send an arzey into Palestine." It was his thought that it 
the Arabs really tried to go through wit . such threats that the 
Security council of the United Nations would immediately go into 
action and perhaps call upon other member nations, in the absence 
of security police, to employ their own troops to preserve order. 

Very sincerely yours, 

P. S. Since talking to you over the telephone I called ll'. Henderson 
and passed along your suggestion that the State Department give pub­
licity to the fact that their reports indicate that despite the head­
lines in the United vtates, conditions throughout the country are 
peaceful. e also contacted some friends in the State Department 
press room to plant the story. 

-LRS. 



LEO R. SAOK 

AMERICA ZIONIST EMERGE CY COU IL 

1720 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. 

WASHI GTON 9, D. . 

Dece her 12, 19 7 

Dr . ,.bba Hil lcl Sil vor, 
19810 Shaker Boule d, 
Clc .. .relo.nd, Ohio 

Denr Dr . Silver: 

_ or our i ..... o 11.0.tion: i 1 r:r.r 
,:.n..'..l t .. i s morni 1 • I recei vcd, bel.. ... todl~r, 
t.1c en loscd te::t of the A ! s . b rco '.n.n -
out o"' the State Do o.rb1cnt . ~he oto..;.ls 
of t 10 nctua.l s 1in; cnts co.rric in • is ... 

nnou....-,,ce .. cnt ic not peo.r i'1 t o dnil 
nffi·1spo. er s . 

LRS/p 
1cl . 

Ver· 

,,. ..., , 

eroly o u-s, 
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DEP/1.R'l\•IE TT OF' STl TE 

FOR 'I1HI: PRESS D ,c_•. ;DJ◄,n s, 1~147 
:) . 94c. 

In v , e~' of the cur1·ent aisorder·s ~n the...: ,.~ ddle E·· st.., 
the Un.Lted St2.te is d~.s ont1nu:lnl, -'-'op the J.•csen·~ licc..:t.r-- • n.3 
o!' all nhl;>munts o f arms to the t1·oublec1 a:."cr. s. rn,, ~ .... 1. • 1 

ments of af'mC"' and ammJ.115.t · on lt,..ensed to -sh _ c 0nntr · s cf .:;i1r:: 
fv'I:J.ddle .t;2st areo e fected du:·1n_z J..946 end tlle first t,!t 

months of 1947 are as rollows : 

nr.:scH.i =>
1rro~ 1gJ~6 l c 11 '( 

-- ---·-- -- ·-

Egypt arms ch 50 . 00 $ ,.. , Ql, ,-:, 
( ✓ • I_) 

~rn un;t;on So . 10 22 l • . - { 

Lebanon .'.:!.!' s X 80 
ammt.nit'on ) 

".) 
C. J 

Syria 1._ ... ms X X 

ammuni.t..!on X X 

Sw. 1di Arab arms X 2 , 0 ..)~ . 0 C) 

ammunit i on X 30 L ) 
' . 

Tr2.nsjordnn rms V ~r 
~ .. .J'. 

~rr.unitjon X X 

Iraq o.rms 432 . co :,: 
ammun i ion X X 

Pales~lne '1r,ms "\r ..{ J 

'1mmu ;_t:i n X X 

SJmil rly this ~ol ic r cxtc ds to this c 
wl ich a.if e loc ted on D • uc th0 T nl tc Sta. , 
traus·.,er ' ~d :::-e\ r r" u -:; e ·· of.' 2c~cl- l r~a 0 • ·r::rrn ar.1riur1.c1 ,:, ~ 

nnd t h e sn lc o t United Stat~B sn.i. p:us ar-m:J and 2 :1mun.L ,-: r n . 
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- SYMBOLS 
This la a ·1~11-ure DL • O., Leno,r Telecr•m or Cable- UNION o? } •• ,:
am unless Its de- NL•Nlsht Lentt 

erred character is in-
dicated by a suitable LC •OcfttttdC.ble 
IJfflbol above or pre- NL T • C.ble Nishr Len.,, , cedin, the address. 

A. N WILLIAMS 
RC~IOCNT St.Ip Radlocn,m 

WE 
-The filin time shown in the date line on tel am l .. ~ sand day letters is STA DARD TIME at point of or1em, Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

CLAC95 P· =1 1EV (OPK ,J 10 124 P= . 

=DR AB A H ILLEL SILVER= 
·1951 SHAKER BLVD SHAKERHT CLEV -

RE CE IVE V' I RE A f' D ' E AGE FRO , LA BO Z I O fJ I ~ T GROUP ., 
BA L T I .. 0 RE l A H 1 1 GT J PH I LA EL P l-1 I A ETC ,. A _,OUT c-- PO T 'E OU r· 
P, EPA RAT 10 ~ FO DE . 1 TRAT 10 1'1 EAR DE '· OCP TIC COiJVE JT IOi 
PROBABLY TU E D RE-UESTliJG PRE 0 1DE1 ·T LIFT E;1GARGO Ai: 
THAT PRES I D· 'T A 1D STATE DEPARTr E T P E0 S FOR U At'CT I ·, 
AG I T ARA • T IE UCCE SFULL CH O BY PH IE 

CLE ELA D . COULD 'T REACH HAP I RO EIT E ·• BEC SHORT E 
Tl E FO PREPA AT I OM AD BEL i EV i G THI I S I I LI E A' 
SP IRIT P OPO ED CT I OrJ E·~E GE CY COU CtL ·, JE A-RE PUTT I G 

ACHl~ERY l .,OT I O TO ORG I IZ E IT POPE L • ~10UL E OST 
HA PP Y I F o THE R • z I o,' 1 s T GR o u P s Jo 1 1 , , E i o 0 TR r I or p . • 1 LL 
COf,,li1 U,~ICATE , IT H FF ICE Ef E E CY COUJCIL 0~ AY ,,OR l tG 

~. E , T I . E YOUR I r ST R UC TIO S RE ARK'"' UG GE TIO i .O T I 

ELCOf 1E EITHER TODAY JO ' ·• FRY. E . 17 BEACH 34 ST • ., 
FA R RO CV A A Y , f • Y • 0 R TO r 10 R O , CALL G R E F CY 7- c, ()= 

DR BE L F8 r.ER EX-CUT I VE SEC ETA Y PO LE ZIO 45 
E T 17 TREE T E Y ~ P l CHAS CRU O SECRETARY PO LITICAL 

-CO tJi 11 TT EE DAV I D ER THE 1,' = 






