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Personal
29 Sutherland Road, Brookline, 46, Mass.

April 22, 1947.

Dear Mr. Ben-Horin,--It is easy for me to understand why it is difficult
to get magezines to publish articles on Palestine. Ever community has a Zionist
end & non-Zionist or even enti-Zionist group. The latter is not especielly
numerous but has more influence, man for man, then the Zionists. To print one
article means the necessity of allowing the other fellows to reply, &s in the case
of your good bit in the Atlantic. This is certeinly no justification for a
practice of negativism, but is en explenation of 1it. As an Editor, I used to
edge away from the subject, feeling that I could not pleass either side and fearing
that I'd antegonize both.

But I think that there are some topics which magazines would welcome. Take,
for example, the comparative positions of Jewish and Arab children, Jewish and Arab
women, Jewish and Arab fermers, Jewish and Arab culture in Palestine. Wouldn't
the women's magezines give sympathetic attemtion to unslented articles on these
themes? The facts would, of course, speak for themselves, and most of them could be
found in official British publications. In writing a paper on Palestine for a small
club where & member speaks more or less formally for helf an hour or so and then
bares his breast to the shafts of inquisitive fellow-members, I found myself pretty
close to the tentative conclusion that the Jews of Palestine are not only the defenders
but the epostles of western civilization in the Holy Land emd the Near Bast. If
Christians instead of Jews were yearning for a homeland in Palestine, I suppose
thet the Arab antagonism would be just as sharp, end presumably the British Cabinets
would be just as eager to assuage the Arabs. I wonder at times whether the Women's
Home Companion or the Ladies Home Journal would not take a substantial article on
the subordinetion of women and children in the Arab countries and Palestine as
contrasted with the position of the child, the wife and the mother of the Palestinien
Jew. The lot of the Jews if Yalestine should become an Arab stste end the lot of
the Arabs if a Jewish state should be constituted might be wath while.

Bart Crum made an excellent speech &t & Zionist mesting in Baston a few nights
ago. He talks very well indeed, end he had close attention. I am going probably to
speak to the members of the Century Club of Boston, an organization of Jeéwish
professional men, on Palestine, and I wish that I could be as certain as Bart is
that there is a simple solution for the troubles in Palestine.

You have read the Orossmen book, of course. I found it interesting as & study
in the supposed evolution of one man's views, but I wes impressed agein by the
tendency of the philosophers to play with words, to argue about abstractions amnd to
play around a problem. Probably it is not quite fair to say thatDick regarded his
essignment as an opportunity to write & book, not to make e contribution to the
settlement of a grievous controversy, but I found the chepters Hockingish, and his
foundetion mamXz could have held an Areb mosque as fittingly as a Jewish synegogue.
He advocated partition, but his exposition was pretty superficiel and I had the
feeling thaet he was indulging in e declemetion and that only by chence wes he a
pertionist rether then an enti- partitionist.

Distrusting the Creeks even when they bring gifts, I eye Bevin with suspicion
when he presents a problem to the U.N., I have no confidence in his integrity. The
selection of Harold Beeley as one of the British spokesmen is equivalent to giving
the Arabs a spokesman.

Thenk you, Sir, for your inquiry about my vacation. I came North from Floride
in a quest for sunshine, found it, and, last weekend, became snow-bound in western
Messachusetts, There is mo more accounting for the New Englend weather than for
British Coloniel policy in Pelestine...And my best regards to you.

Sincerely,

[s/ F. M. Buxton




April 28, 1947

(EBH letterhead)

Er, Frank ¥, Buzton
2¢ Sutharlead Rosd
Erookline 46, lMa=g,

Peer Er. Buxton:

To say shet I recd your letter of April 2 #1th
vould be e grose under-statesent. Thie oapeoiauy anpl g £
the few lincs you devote to Crogesran's book,
book, I ves in & state of evereincreusing angf®
vhether 1 could have sum-ed up my eriticls
fittingly and =0 eonaisely a2 you dié

Crozsemen®s book recslled to me heurd & fow years
sgo from =a editor of an JeETleay Nes” lie complained that
the more thet 1s »ritidpy~Ad \ e\ the less people know
vhat it 1= 2l)l shous/Jf aNud =t 111 make a distinct
eontribution o the [pro prmon® Yo Palestine,

at sugzestionsy 1th regoerd
writers who gould 4o such

alestine situcstion, I am «frald that we
sting the QOrecks oven vhen thay bring
intentions are clearer than cleear: to scittle
ntation on Pan-Arable s+ ms «t this ment
"hat 1= much vorge, the U, 5, Adninistration
ch from Britain in this respect, not in the
essence of things, Never befors--in the long cheln of Alfficultics
and erisese--did we need so much the help of every friend of
conselence smd courage, Will they be fortheowlng?...

“ith my very best regards,
Cordinlly,

flish: Ben-Horin




Frank W. Buxton
29 Sutherland Roed
Brookline 46, Mass.

July 10, 1947

Dear Mr, Ben-Horin,--I am not so dilatory a replier as the period
between your note of July 3 and this one might indicate., I am living
in Bast Gloucester, Mass,, at the Harbor View Hotel for the summer
and your letter did not reach me until the day before yesterday; and
I had to defer a reply until today because of the absence of a
typewriter.

I am sorry that I shall not be in New York for a month or two and

thus save you the trouble and expense of a hot trip to Boston or
Gloucester. I can run up to town at any time to see and have lunch
with you. I'm going to be here in Boston all dey Fridey July 18,

but there is a morning engagement at ten end a session at the dentist's
at 12:30. We could have lunch at one o'clock if thet 1s satisfactory
to you; or we could count the sad sea waves at East Gloucester some
other day if that is preferable. But Gloucester is about an hour's run
from Boston, and you leave from the North Station, not the South, where
you find yourself when you come by train from New York. But please
write your own ticket, end don't ask me but tell me where and when to
meet you. I am greatly interested in your project, whatever it may

be, as long as it relates to Palestine,

I don't know what to meke out of the news from Jerusalem, and, having
been & newspaperman, I don't take all the dispatches &s gospel., I

take 1t that the delegate from Indie is in the British bag and is
pleying the part which Singleton attempted with the A.A. Committee of
Inq. I am struck by the many references to partition. If I thought
that there could be a partition onthe lines desired by the Jews, I'd

be all for it, I guess, but I'd also want to know the part the
Mandatory would reserve for enclaves and the exact relations of the
Mendatory to both the Jewish and the Areb sectors. Rereeding the Peel
report, to which Dr, Weizmemn has given oral semi-essent, I am impressed
again by the superficiality of the plan, the reservations in favor of
the Mandatory, the finencial subvention to the Areb portion, the

easy discussions of the willlingness of England to meke large
approprietions, the assignment of Arabs to the Negev, the limitations
around Jerusalem and Haifa and half a dozen other features. I thought
thet the Woodhead Commission showed rether neatly that the Peel plen is
not feasible; and I have grave doubts that eny partitioning in a country
where two supposedly hostile elements are so distributed as in Palestine
could be arranged territorially or politically with an even chance

of success., I hope that you can convince me that I am wrong again,

My regercs to you, Sir, end to Jim McDonald.

Sincerely,

/s/ F. W, Buxton




CHARLES DENBY
747 Union Trust Building
Pittsburgh

July 18, 1947

Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin
80-0S 35th Street
Jackson Heights

New York, New York

Dear Mr. Ben-Horin:

You probably are under the impression that I have quite over-
looked your very kind letters of two or three months ago, and that I
heve not read the reprints which you so kindly sent me of your two
very interesting articles "The Cockpit of the lMiddle East" and
"Palestine: Reelities end Illusions." I must admit that I have
been very remiss in not writing you sooner and I apologize for this
delay. The fact is thet I have been carrying the articles around with
me and did not get around to reading them until quite recently.

I want to say thet both articles are extremely interesting
and informetive., More then that, your article on Palestine is the
clearest statement of the problem and the most intelligent proposal
for the direction which the solution must teke whisch I have read. This
includes the report of the Anglo-Americen Commission which, while it
contelned a lot of informetion, did not seem to me to contain proposals
for a solution which are as semsible as your own.

In fact, if you ever despeir of the velue of meking speeches
to dull audiences, you mey teke whatever comfort you may derive from
the fact that you at least further stimulated my interest; and your
Atlantic article has enabled me to come to a conclusion on a subject on
which I have long been wevering. Since manifestly the Palestine
problem is insoluble in a manner which will satisfy both of the
immediaste contending perties, it would be wise statesmanship to attack
the problem drastically end to impose, by force if necessary, a
solution which in the long run would benefit the greet mess of the
people of the }Middle Eest.

The only difficulty with the proposed solution is that it requires
stetesmanship of so high an order and the exertion of control to so
great a degree that it will prove difficult to bring about acceptance
of such a plan., But since no other solution makes sense, one can only
hope thet one such as you propose will in fact be adopted.

In so far as concerns your review of the problems of the Middle
Bast generally, there could hardly be much quearrel with your conclusion
that a solution lies in the theoretically perfectly feasible reconcilie~
tion of the mejor parties concerned. But it is herd to see how, in the
light of present conditions, any sort of amicable arrangement cen be made
with Russie. I suspect that this is a problem that we will have to
muddle along with for quite & bit longer.




Mr. Eliahu Ben-Horin July 18, 1947

So I want to express to you agein my thanks for your talk in
Pittsburgh end for sending me the articles. If you have any more
coming along, I shall be glad to read them also.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Cherles Denby




AMERlQAb’ CHRISTIAN PALESTINE COMMITTEE
41 EAST ,an STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

!

MEMORANDUM

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver Date July 21, 1947

Lillien Brooker, Secretary to
Mr. Ben~Horin

Mr. Ben-Horin, who is still on his vacatim, asked me to forward
to you the two enclosed copies of letters which he received.

Mr. Buxton's letter is in reply to a letter from Mr, Ben-Horin
to him. Mr. Ben-Horin wents to draw your ettention to the
second half of Mr. Buxton's letter conteining observations on
the developments in the U.N, Palestine Comnittee.

Mr. Charles Denby, the writer of the second letter, is a very
prominent lawyer in Pittsburgh and the son of the former
Secretary of the Nevy. BSeveral months ago, Mr. Denby presided
over a meeting of the Foreign Policy Assoclation at the
Duguesne Club in Pittsburgh, which Mr. Ben-Horin addressed on
the Palestine question. My, Ben-Horin feels that in Denby we
gained an important supporter for our cause in America.




AMERICAN ZIONIST EMERGENCY COUNCIL
342 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y.

MEMORANDUM

Abba Hillel Silver Date December 8, 1547

£liashu Ben~Horin

In the course of the last year or so, I received many nice
letters from Frank W. Buxton. However, in the letter 1
received the other day, a copy of which I enclose, Buxton
surpasses himself. What is more, from my knowledge of the

men I can sey without the least hesitation that he 1s sincere
in every word he says. I do think that among all our Christian
friends in America Buxton belongs to a speclal category. I
kmow that you will greatly enjoy reading this letter.

Best regards. { /b y H i

EBH/1b

Encl
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