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BARTLEY C.CRUM 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

RUSC\ BUILDING 

SAN FRANCISCO, 4 

August 30, 1946 

Rabbi Abba Hillil Silver, 
nomet, Massachusetts. 

Dear Dr. Silver: 

Thank you much for your wire of the 22nd . Since 
my return to the Coast I have had occasion to talk with a 
number of Jewish Groups, both Zionist and non-Zionist. Quite 
f ankly they are bewildered and dismayed. \lhile they, of 
course, want in every way to back up the decision of the 
Agency, there is, as a result of the secrecy surrounding 
the negotiations beyween the .American Government and Nahum, 
the feeling that the whole structure for which they have 
worked and prayed is in jeopardy . 

I have writ ten to Nahum explaining what I had 
found in the East and what I al o find in the West . Only 
last night I addressed a mass mee ·ng in Los Angeles. abbi 

ussbaum urged me in particular to make a plea for the 
support of the Agency at this crucial time . Of course I did . 
But the reason he felt it necessary to urge me to do so 
was because of the uneasiness felt in Jewish circles in 
Los Angeles as to what is happening . 

Warmest personal regards . 

Sincerely yours, 
✓ 

B TLEY C CRUl 

B C:jh 



BARTLEY C. CRUM 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

RUSS BU ILDI N G 

~ AN FRAN C ISCO , 4 

Rab Hillel Silver , 
Zioni Or anization of 
41 East 42nd Street 
New York 17 , N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Silver :-

September 6 , 1946 . 

sident 

I am enclos ng copy of an attack on me , icl: 

appeared in the San FraJ1 cisco ews , and which also 

appeared , I understand , in th 

gram , together with my reply . 

er York orld Tele -

I thought you would be in erested . 

BCC : H 
Enclosure 

I3 

incerely , 

' TLE.Y C. C 
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CHUM'S STATE DEPT. ATTACK 
RAISES CRY OF 'COMMUNISM' 
Writer Views 
Some Aspects of 
Henderson Case 

·s. F. Attorney 
Brand Charge 
'Inspired Smear' 
Bartlev C. Crum nn Ft·a clsco 

Wnrld •Tl'll'rr m a torn :. oda, • df'ni d h ·as & 
E\ YORK. .- lo Communi r follo • d thP. Commu-

for e h r . ignRtion of Lov H n- ni t y line. and char cd ha 
I• 

. der. on. car£' r diploma and one of H nri 1.1· S Dcpartm . n exp 
1 • 1 ti 1ddl d "mspirc 
'• th s a Depar ment s top ed-labe t mP to co 
,: on Ru .. ia and Ea t rn Eur the anti-S m 
• • being sp a rheaded by a sta unc .~ic: i 

rt Pr of ommnnis -con T~:e ii:; not. whether I'm a. 
ed. rnm ~Rtrl. "Tha 's 1 .. 

ont .. i wa learned toda:. iculou~ as ever. body familiar \\'1th 
He _1. Bartle· C. Cr tm. of Sc1 v r cord knows. T al Issue 1s: 
a1:1c1; co_. who, ~hor ly n rter co • nd and h 
-rmg w1lh Pr . 1den Truman . e, , e d in dnu-
1 ·: k. ~-go. d~mandcd tr. He1 I 5 ~ a P. DP.• 
, on. r 1 na 1011. 1 n d one thing; n he 
r. Crum a f w month t d ano her to th 

Yice chairman of ecretlv?" 
ized • ti 

Americ;t reatened again to mak pub
th Communist Party er atcd lie a s cret State Departm nt file 
d rmin the late Pre idcnt which, he has charged, proves the 
•elt' d fe preparations and .. middle-I v l" car er diplomats of 

policy ile th Hitler- the State D partment. hav ob• 
non-ag ion pac wa in stru and a d American 

nee. polic the Pale ue, ion. 
E OF ITO "I nd rson collabora-

. tor continue th r ks 
f e h C~UTP.nt d1. pu mE', I may m h 

we n the Umt d Stat a n nt of th 1 1 . 1 
la, Mr. C Wt th d knnw , h m t i lld 

om ru o d me with gre p i v from the 
R i:;a dictato tat D part t it.self," ·Mr. Crum 

der Marshal id. 
Although u n a r m d Americ ''Lo Hender. on h:t a bitter, p r-
a wer hot down by Ti nal prejudice again t th Soviet 
re and fiv airmen kill d. t nion. his ri h -bu he 
m tt charg d thP. Americ ouldn' b posi ion to xploit 
ov m n had ''pu he ecuri is p r ona by sabotaging our 

our nation and the peac ot t blic pro to 100,000 homeless 
orld in peril bv ~r~sh ac ws in Europe." 
r diploma s and milltary lead (Mr. Crum hal'i viottl'ilY charg- d 

ho ar alking hrough their gun lat P tm nt ob• 
Communists been gu rue Uni ta • 
or M d C'\'er • in ~· o 100.000 di. s 
urred o dlspl p in ord r to r 
is en get t? t 1th ab and the 

of n_ -Robms rab ng ·orld f1 ini 
rt fraud ca. whil he w. elp from the Soviet Un 
v:~'affaire of our Embass • m REP BLI A • 26 YEAR 

r he was made chief ot East rn He laughed at reports that he fol-
op an affairs. 1a.·im Litvl • d the Communi. t Party line. 
n Soviet amb '.':Bdor, m pired 'm a Roman Catholic and have 
10\'al from the Ru, ian div! i en regi tered Republican for 26 
ording o report in Washing ars. On all but two occasions in 
the time Pr siden Roo at quarter ot a century-1932 and 
ed him mini. ter to Iraq. 44-I have . upported Republican 

calling for tr. Rend r. ndida e . 
nation, r. Urum. t ntil- rccc "I wac; one of nunw American ho 

• ntial appointee to the ke and worked for lend-le e 
ican Committ e of Inqu1 it w. s an unpopular tand, who 
ine. char eel tha th mi th Umted to rcco nize 
of at D partm nt o art in th v:o ggle again t 

d frustrated American po ler-and all tl g b for the 
n Pale. in ,ince Pre ident \ 1 ,JS at espit Hen• 

minis ration. .on i 1 o .. 
F t; •, 1 , • Callin n na c; is n eac;y 

. av to avoid i~sues. When I up-
pohcy, h rted \ lllkie in 1940 I Wll a p • 

·iotic American. Wh n I upported 
oos • It 1 . for rea on ob •ious 

all bu t o rabid partisans, 
·a a dir e" Deal r. \ hen I 

• v'or Ro r Lapham 
,, he recall mo,·em nt h r . I 

.. ~r. m all\' known la ·-
k fu ow I • uppor Euro-
~-· wr !or hf at(ain t 
; at lean diploma io 

n . I'm a Comm11 ah !11 

. rum dP.ni 1 o b -
nged o an.· C uni or-

1e Wtn- nization. The tt01 " 
rum 1• : uild, h '-aid. • a111 
of he le 'R d~• ac; . o 

• from wh enm· of lfornia an ChiPf 
E obPrd t'.': ic of Cahforma Suprems 

an our , Ph ' Gib on." 
er ignP.d 
m a. c . • BRID ' , E 

p th d pm o! 
p Am rican Co . h :ud, b he 
r Sp Fr edom, a part the deportation n d 
p tl ork clo<1ely ·1 he is a m -

munl leader. I repre~ent e 
pon n You r es-and I e 

ocrac lled t r o abl: • , 
omm 1 ch r. 1d • sole crime. I 

• irecto1 k o p his deporta ion, 
L u 1 I h a grea Ame ·ican 

r y. " 
·t -



Honorable Robert Hannegan 
United States Postmaster General 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

COPY 

• 

CO .FI D»TTI 
October 1, 1946 

Carr ing on our conversation of tod.ey, I believe it would clear the atmosphere so 
far as erican Jewry were concerned if two things were done: (1) that the Presi
dent should make a strong request to the British Government urging, on humani taria.n 
grounds, that issuance of Palestinian certificates to the displaced Jews of Europe 
be begun immediately, without prejudice to the present negotiations, and that this 
request be followed through to the point of cons ation in the immediate future;and 
(2) that our goernroent help to speed the negotiations in London to a successf con
clusion. 

It is essential that action be obtained from the British at once. 

If the British overnment began the immediate issuance of certificates, as unanimously 
suggested, it could do so on strictly humanitarian grounds. In addition, it could 
make it clear th t such admission was without prejudice to the ultimate political 
status of Palestine. 

t the same time, it is my opinion that our Governme t should make it clear to Britain 
that (as it already mey have done) the American Government wants to do everytting in 
its power to bring about the permanent solution oft e problec. Having transmitted, 
as our Governoent did, the proposal of the Jewish Agency for the establis ent of a 
viable Jewish tate in an adequate area of Palestine, it would seem to me to follow 
that emu.st back up the Agency in every way possible -- to make the negotiations a 
success. Under the circumstances, it is expected that our government will e full 
use of its resources and influence to bring a satisfactory outcome of the negotia
tions now proceeding in London. 

I have been reliably infor ed that the Zionist movement of erica (which includes 
Rabbi Wise and Rabbi Silver) that that organization, alt ough it was not too happy 
about partition, will nevertheless back up the Jewish gency as proof of Jewish unity. 

This means, of course, a united Jewish front in ~rica, with the exception of Lessing 
Rosenwald. Tbe only other important oup, the .American Jewish Como.ittee, which is 
headed by Ju -"'8 Jose h Proskauer has also indicated his readiness to support the 
Jewish Agency's position. 

If the President thou ht well of the first suggestion, it would seem to me that Ed 
Pauly would be an ideal person to press for a quick implementation of the President's 

ishes. 

The result of such a position by the President would be to put heart into the more than 
6.000,000 citizens of Jewi h blood in the nited States who are now most disheartened. 
If you will recall, I talked about this matter to Paul Fitzpatrick of ew York in 
August at your home and I think he would agre with me that 1 t is i~erative that some 
action be obtained at once. 

Warmest personal regards. 

(signed) Bartley c. Crum 

I 
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TELEGR.hM TO BARTLEY CRU - D1Y LETTER 
i --::0-47 

WILL BE DELIGHTED TO SEE YOO IH CLEVEL u.:KD ON FEBRU11RY ~a . 
CAN YOU Ha VE DIN ER 'ITH rtE 11T \1Y HO~"E . H ,.T EVENING STOP 

REFERENE OF PALESTINE ISSUE TO UNO ,mICH CCORDING TO BEVI 

AY NOT CONSIDER THE :lAT ~ER FOR YE R AND .ilAY Nor hRRI 1EAT ANY 

DECISION FOR A LONG TL'vIE THEREAFTER POINTS UP THE '.:' 11.CEDY OF TEE 

REFUGEES ffi-10 WILL CONTINUE TO LnNGUISH IN THE C .. !J>S STOP. BEVIN 

HAS STATED TEAT PRESENT I M?i·IGR IO - SCHEDUL~ OF 1500 ;;ILL CONTIPU1 

STOP IS THERE llX L.NYTHING THAT CAN BE DONE BY THE ~~ERICA.N 

AEMBERS OF THE crnAMIT'l'EE OF IN1q:,UIRY AT THIS TIME TO C LL UPON 

OUR GOVERNN1ENT TO RE0S VIG:;ROUSLY FOR A RELAXATION OF 

r , IGRATION SCHEDULE PENDI NG FINn.L DECISION T m O STOP KINDEST 

REGARDS . 

~BA HILLEL SILVER 
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CROSSROAD 
IN 

BY BARTLEY C. CRIJM 

* 
Reprinted From Collier's 

Issue Dated March 22, 1941 

In the fall of 1945 after President Truman had urged that 100,-
000 dis1>laced persons from Europe be allowed by the British to 
enter Palestine, British Prime Minister Clement Attlee replied that 
he did not know whether this was feasible and suggested that an 
Anglo-American fact-finding committee study the situation. Such a 
committee was nan1ed, including six An1ericans and six Britons. 
One of the American members, appointed by President Truman, 
\\'as a Republican, Bartley C. Crum, San Francisco corporation 
lawyer. The con1mittee held hearings in \Vashington, New York, 
London, Cairo and Jerusalen1, and investigated the condition of 
displaced persons in Europe as well as the relations between 
Arabs and Jews in the Middle East. It later issued a unanimous 
report urging the admission of I 00,000 refugees to Palestine and 
making other recommendations. In this article Mr. Crum looks be
hind the record of British and A1nerican dealings in Palestine. It 
is an excerpt front his forthcoming hook, Behind the Silken Cur
tain, and represents the viewpoint of one member of the committee 



CROSSROJID 
IlV 

PALESTINE 
BY BARTLEY C. CRUM 

In the fall of 1945 after Pre idcnl Truman had ur;:!cd that 100,-
000 displaced persons from Europe he ullowccl h) the Briti,h lo 
enter Palestine, Briti"h Prime 1ini tcr .lcmcnt ttlec replied that 
he did not know whether this was feasible and uggcsted that an 
An~lo-Amcrican fact-finding committee study the situation. Such a 
committe wa named, including si mcricans and . ix Britons. 
One of the American members, appointed hy President Truman, 
was a Republican, Bartley C. Crum, an Francisco <.:orporntio11 
law er. The committee· held hearin~s in Washington, , ·cw Yoi·k, 
London, Cairo and Jcrn alcm, and invc<,tigated the condition of 
displaced person in Europe as well a the rchttion-; hetwccn 
Arabs and Jew · in the Middle E:l',t. It later issued a unanimous 
re1JOrt urging the admi-.sion of l 00,000 refurrees to Palc,tine and 
making other recommendatiom. In thi, article Mr. Crum looks he
hind the record of Britio;h ancl mcrican dealings in Pale. tine. It 
is an e ·cerpt from hi'i forthcoming hook, Behind the ilkcn Cur
tain, and repre ent<; the viewpoint of one member of the committee 

W HE I wa appointed nc 
or the I\ mcrican mem
ber-. of the nglo- men an 

C ommrttec of Inquiry on Pale<,
trne. I "a brought face t face ,vrth 
a prohlem \.\ht h. I \.\a to d1 over. 
pre,ent-. the greate'it I uc of our time 
111 m1croco<,m. I \l.a to learn much 
about ho governments go ern: 
about the prejudr e that underlie th 
thinking of the leaders of natiom: 
about the way demo rac mu'it go if 
it i to urvi e: and. particular!). 
ahout one of the great ... ocial and na
tional e,perrmenh of our time the 
tangled. tragic, ~et deep)~ pr mi,rng 
t,\entldh-century hi tory of the Je\.\, . 

merrcan foreign p lie '"· of 
cour<,e. of prime importance t thl.! 

merican people . We de perately 
need an hone,;t, forthright polic . '>0 
grounded on m ral principle tha it 
will hold equall for China, the 
atomic bomb. Germany or Pale tine. 
The ba~ic que,tion in Pale trnc. in
dec<l, i. \\ hether the Western dern(Kra
cie.., pos,e ,; ,uch a moral principle . If 
the , do, then \\-e, the free people of 
the We t. will \l.111 ut. If the~ don t. 
the ~1 iddle East ma well become the 
breeding place of ne war . 

It i 1mperati e that we think le rly 
on this ubject. But we cannot do '>O 

if the facts are veiled . It i. for thi., r a
'>0n that I write now. 

Almost the er afternoon I ar
rived 111 Wa. hington for our ommrt
tee • .. fir t hearing, I wa briefed on the 
uhject of Pale tine. Loy W. Hender-

son. chief of the Divi ion of ear 
a tern ff air<; of the tate Depart-

ment, took me a ide. and ob,er ed. 
•• ~1 r. rum. one fa t face both the 

nited . late . and Great Britain : That 

i the . ·m iet ' nion . 11 would be wi-.e 
lo he.tr that in rnrnd v. hen \OU con
..,,der the Pc.1le-,1ine problem:·· 

Sometime later I heard the amc 
\ iew e pre.., ed b) a repre entati c 
of the Bnti..,h Foreign Ottice : Brit
ish polt wa . ba..,ed on the protection 
of Bnti..,h intere t'> again t Ru, ta and 
it ..,hould be to our advantage to fall 111 
line \l.ith that poll ) . 

Thi \ ,ew point v. a iterated when 
we embarked on the Queen l1za
beth for urope. limbing the 1a1rs 
to the ..,un dccJ... to attend our first 
'>hipboard meeting. I \.\-a'> chatting 
"1th , an Wrl on. of the ear a'it
ern de<;k, of the late Department and 
chief of the meri an e'\pert a -
.,,gned to u . " If \our C mmittee 
rcache a dec1 ion on Pale-.tine whi h 
could be interpreted a<, too fa rablc 
to the Jew<, ... he vva sa ing, "an 
arou'>ed rab world ma turn to the 
So ret nron for upport. he Com-
m11tee rnu'>l consider that seriou ly." 

I turned to him. ··1f our words 
reflect the po .. ition of. th~ tale De
partment." I ard. "how can _ ou 
quare that with all the a. urance th1 

government and the Brrll'>h Lab r 
part) have made to the Je\.\, ? Or does 
an)one know the real position of the 

late Department?" 
WiJ..,on looked at me quizzically. 

''The Department can·t alwa _ make 
ih confidential record · public." he 
... ard . "But I can tell }OU that our on
cern i . hared both by the Briw,h f-or
e1gn and Colonial Olli e. !" 

I had a chance to read omc of 
tho,e onfidentral records on our 
third d ,I\ out. I "V.a, handed a do u
menl n1arJ...ed .. ontent of file of 

De pitc top-level hattlin~, A rah, and .k", Ii, c peacdully to~t'lher when their ,ettlcment meet in the clc'>crt the . n~lo-American Committee members reported 
[ U 'l: O P f A,_. 



CROSSROAD IN PALESTINE 
Continued 

confidential communication on Pale -
tine upplied b} Division of ear Ea t
ern Affair · for u e of Anglo-American 
Committee of Inquiry:· It dealt with e -
entccn item - di-.patche-.. ca hle . corre
... pondcnce. memoranda of con, er a t ions. 
1 hi "a a re,umc of the State Depart
ment ccrct file on Pale t1nl:. the ex ; knee 
of which appan:ntl _ not e,cn Pre-.iJent 
Truma n had known . 

According to thi s file. ince eptem
ber 15. 1938. each time a promi e wa-. 
made to American Jewr} regardini: Pal
estine, the State Department prompt! 
!--.ent mes ages to the Arab ruler dis
counting it and reas-.uring them, in ef
fect, that regard le .. of what wa . aid or 
prom i cd public! _ to the Je\\!'>. no thing 
would be done to change the ituation in 
Pale tine "ithout con ult :ng the rabs. 
(When I charged last -..ummer that 
the middle level-; of the State De
partment had . abotaged Prc-;ident Tru
man·s Palestine policy. Under!-,ecretar 
of Sl ate Dean Al:hC!--.on denied nn 
charge .. . I challengeJ him then to m a ke 
public the communication-. tn thi" ... e rel 
file . To thi, , riling. Mr. Ache. on has 
rema ined ilcnt.) 

It was a sorry and hitter record for an 
American t read . When I had 11ni hed 
I said. ··1 thinl-. I ought to bool-. pas-.agc 
h me as ,oon a. \\e arri e in . outhamp
ton . I don·t sec that there i-. an purpo-.c 
in going on with our worl-. ... 

1r John Singleton. the Bnt i h l:O
chairman ot our Cornm;ttec of Inquiry. 
-.aid Jr~ ly. ·· 1t .tppca r!--. that G rea t Br it:.iin 
,._ not the on h po" e r "ho promi"e" the 
. amc thing tn l\\o different group : · 

l\l y rcadrng of the reco rd reca lled to 
me the promi e-. whrch the Jc"'" had been 
l!i,en throuc.hout the ,ear-. nf the Roo~e
~elt drnin t tr a t ion . h\'o uf them tn d 
l\lll : rhc fir. t ,.., a lhc Denncr.11'1.: p,ll t y 
planl-. ad ptcd al the 1944 ·on,ent ion in 
( hrl:a!,.O, r ead i11g . .. \Ve Ln l ) I the open 
ing of Pale..,tinc to unrc. trictct.l Jc" 1 h im
migration a nd colon 1Lation a nti ,uch a 
poll y a to re,ult 111 the c"t a hl i. hrnent 
there of a I rec a nd demo ra t1c Jc" 1'-h 
common~ca lth .'. 

A Personal Plcd~e from F.D.R. 

The other wa Pre. i lent Roo evelt's 
letter in October. 1944. to . enator Rob
ert F . Wagner of cw York, which wa. 
to be read before the on ention of the 
Zioni ' t Organization of America . In his 
letter the Pre idcnt not onl reiter.tted 
the plank of hi party. but aL o com
mitted hinbelf pcr'ionall a follow : 
•• lfort!-. ill be made to find appropriate 
wa. ~ and mean~ of effectuating thi pol
ic a _ !-.0on a . practicable. I know how 
long and ardently the Jewi h people ha e 
worked and prayed for thee tabli hment 
of Pale tine a · a free and democratic 
Jcwi h commonwealth. I am convin ed 
that the merican people gi e their up
port to thi . aim, and if re-elected I hall 
help to bring about it realization." 

I remembered, t o , Pre ident Roo e
velt' • tatement, made after hi ~ed ea 

i. it with lbn- aud , and le than a 
month before hi. death, in which he re
allirmed h1 pro-Zioni t land . Dr . . le
phcn . Wise, the veteran Zioni t leader, 
wa authorized to quote him : "I made my 
position on Zioni m clear in October. 
That po ition I have not changed and 
hall continue to eek to bring about its 

earlie t realization." 
But the tate Department record pre

sented a very different picture. Herc. for 
e ample, \i a~ proof that when the Iraq 
prime mini . ter que tioned the authen
ticit of the tatement quoted by Dr. 
Wi e. he recei ed a ccret cable from the 
State Department a uring him that the 
. tatement "referred to po. ible a lion at 
ornc future date," and ad(ling that when 

Pre ident Roo evelt rote his letter to 
enator Wagner he wa ··of our. e kecp

inl! in mind the a -.urance, made to cer
tain ea r East government regarding 
con ult ation" with the Arabs ." 

The chronological . tor \ as a fol
l w : On Ma y 26. 1943. a highly confi
dential note to King lbn- a ud from u 
a,-.erted that no deci ion affecting the 
ba ic ituation in Pale tine would be 
reached "without full con ultation with 
both Arab. a<1d kw ." On October 26. 
1943, in a ecret cable to the acting for
eign minister of audi Arabia. the U.S. 
took the position that "we ympathize 
"ith the a. pjration of the people of the 

ear a t to attain full independence 
and trengthen the tie between them:· 

While thi me. age may have been de
signed to oil. et the pro-A xi. broadca t 
then being made from Berlin by the ex-

,J ufti of Jeru ·alem. • it certainly encour
•aged the rabs at this critical moment to 
believe the n ited State might repudiate 
the Balfour Declaration and the Man
date for Pale tine . 

Secret Mes ages to the Arabs 

f"rom time to time, as American Jewry 
obtained ongressional upport, our 
State Department- on February 24, 
I 9-t4. again on March 4, 1944, and on 
i\larch 2~. I 944- rea ured Cairo, Ye
men. Bagdad. Beyrouth. Dama cus and 
J idda by ... ecret diplomatic cablegram that 
Pr c-.idcnt Roo e elfs views remain un
l:ha ngcd and there would be no deci ion 
\\ ithout consultation with the Arab . 

Then l:ame Dr. Wi . e· ,;tatcment of the 
Pn> idcnt\ position. Thi · wa followed 
not onl y b} the rem,. uring mes age cited 
above to the Iraq prime mini ter. but by 
""n la r rne-. age" to King Ibn-Saud of 
Saudi rabia. the regent of Iraq, the 
pr .me mini ter of Lebanon, the emir of 
Tr.m..,-Jordan. and the prime mini ler of 
1:-.g ~ pl. I he on I pa rt of thi corre pond
c!'cc made publ ic far i the now
famou • c 'change bet\\cen lbn- aud and 
Prc,1dcnt Ro !--.C elt in March and April 
of 194 . 

Similar me, age were ent by the 
·State Dcpartment under Pre ident Tru
man·'i Admini tration . On Augu t 16, 
1945. Pre ident Truman re ealed that he 
had di,cu,, ed Pale tine with Mr. Church
ill and Mr. Attlee at Pot dam, and that 
they anted to allow as many Jew into 
Palc..,tine a po~ ible . But shortly after, 
on October 23d. in a confidential cable 
to Bagdad. Ca iro. Dama cu , Beyrouth 
a nd Jidda, the tale Department e -
plained thi . away b a crting that Pre i
dent Truman and the prime mini ter 
"engag d in exploratory corre pondence 

n thi ubjcct and naturally mentioned 
Pale~tine a one f the haven for home
le • Je"' , but there ha · been no change 
in thi go ernment' previou ly an-
noun ed attitude on Pale -tine." On 

o ember 15, 1945, another imilar rea -
urance wa gi en to the Arab world. 

o doubt tho ·e who drafted the e 
di patche to the Arab believed them-
elve a tute. I can think of no more 

perf eel illu tration of the danger of 
power politic and ecret diplomacy 
than th1 " ·e ret file.'' It exi t in our 
State Department. It counterpart un
doubtedly e i~ts in the Briti h Foreign 
omce. 1any are apt to ay that open 
covenant openly arrived at are not prac
tical. But the re ult of Briti hand Amer-

*The tu/ti reached the high point of hi 
t•rlwrtation.s to the A rahs 011 March 4. 1944. 
ll"hen tht• United States Monitoring en·ice 
hl'ard him broadcast to the ll"Or!d: "A rah.\! 
R i.\l' as one and fight for your sacred rights. 
Kill tl1l' Je11'l wherner you find them. This 
plea e God, history, a11d religion. This 
.,m·,•s your honor. Gncl is ll'ith you." 

ican policy in the 1iddle Ea t, ba ed 
upon thi cynical belief that one can be 
all thing to all pe pie. ha ·onl been t 
alienate b th Jew and Arab and to 
bring about among the mall people of 
the \\Orld a profound di illu-.i nment 
with the great democratic power . 

The attitude of ome of the Briti h 
member of the Committee of Inquiry 
to the, e di clo ure wa painful to me. 
. ir Frederick Leggett. a noted La bor 
conciliator and a friend of rne,t Be m, 
was almost amu ed . Ri hard Cro . man. 
the brilliant Labor Member· of Parlia
ment, aid he could not under tand the 
tupidity that would permit u to do a 

thing like that. "but I mu t ay it plea e 
me to find the Briti h and the American 
are in the ame boat. .. 

ir John ingleton, our Brit,. h co
chairman, con oled me. In hi tateroom 
he e plained matters . "Really. the Jew-. 
are not the mo t important fa tor at a11:· 
he aid . .. The important thing i Anglo
American co-operation . Since these 
promise · of your ha e put both nation. 
in the dock together. it only erve to 
bring u. closer in the world ahead ... 

A for the reaction of the Americans 
on the Committee, I think I wa more 
deeply depres ed than any of them. Dr. 
Jame G . McDonald. Honorary Chair
man of the Foreign Polic A ociat1on 
of New York. wa a veteran in the diplo
matic bu. ine . a - wa Am bas ador Wil
liam C Phillip _ I am afraid neither of 
them was very ·urpri ed. Judge Jo eph 
C Hutcheson, Jr., of the Fifth ir
cuit Court, Hou ton, Texa , who wa 
the American co-chairman of the om
mittee, wa mo t di . plea ed. but felt that 
a agents of Pre ident Truman we hould 
not consider ourselve bound by the 
State Department record _ Frank W. 
Buxton. then editor of the Bo ton Her
ald, a Republican and former Willkie 
man, put the he ·t po .. ,ible face on it. He 
aid, "In pite of all the corre pondence, 

we'll call the hots a. we ee them ." 
I . ought to get a cla rifica tion of the 

Briti h point ol view on Pa le tine from 
Harold Beele , a member of the Briti h 
Foreign Otllce who had been as ·igned 
to the Committee a a ear Ea t e pert. 
One evening in the hip· lounge he e -
plained hi view!\ to Bu ton and me _ The 
Palestine r ue, Beeley aid. must be een 
in the framework of trong oviet ex
pan ioni m . The Ru ian planned to 
move down into the Middle Ea t. The 
United tales, therefore, would do well 
to join Britain in e tabli hing a cordon 
·,mitaire of Arab tate . If Palestine were 
declared an Arab late, it would be a 
strong link in thi chain. 

Beeley wa frankly pro-Arab. He had 

tremendou influence with the Briti h 
ommittee member . The impre ion I 

had been gi, en a. that our expert were 
to be neutral on the Pale tine que tion . 
We were a committee of inquir . charged 
to find the fact : _ urel we hould be 
able to turn to our e pert for ad ice. 
Yet. if the Briti h brought a pro-Arab 
advi er. we were not guiltle either. 

Among the letter I carried aboard the 
Queen lizabeth wa one from a Wa. h
ington ne'-" . paperman. He had enclo ed 
a newspaper clipping reporting a peech 
in which one of our American expert , 
an authority on emitic language , had 
a cribed Pale tine· trouble to the ''mi -
guided effort of the Zioni t movement 
to ecure political control of the country 
for the Jew : · The note that accom
panied the clipping concluded, "You 
wouldn't ay the card are being tacked, 
would you'?" 

urveillance on Shipboard 

Once in London. I felt for the fir t time 
the strange en ation of being watched . 
I do not ay that I was being trailed day 
and night. But aboard the Queen Eliza
beth I had been told that it wa not wi e 
to end confidential me age over the 
. hip· radio to Wa hington . Beeley wa 
in charge of our arrangement in Lon
don and hen we arrived I di covered 
that I wa to hare a room in the Hyde 
Park Hotel with one of my Briti h col
league . It eemed rea onable to up
pose that member f g vernmental 
committee might ha e room of their 
own_ I wa keeping a diary, making and 
receiving many per onal telephone call , 
and I preferred pri acy. I broached the 
subject a number of time , and on the 
third da I was gi en a room of my own _ 

onethele. -. a British member of the 
ommittec cautioned me to be careful to 

whom I spoke and particularly to choo. e 
my word · when I wa on the telephone _ 
I took thi a a plea ant way of letting 
me know that my con e, ation were be
ing tapped, that we were under ome 
form of urveillance. I wa to be aware 
of thi curiou en e of e pionagc 
throughout the cour e of our inve tiga
tion in urope, Egypt, and Pale tine, 
where 11nall wh ever wa opening my 
letters did not trouble to reseal them. 

One afternoon l returned to the Lon
don otnce of the Committee to find 
George Wad worth, our mini ter to Leb
anon, clo. eted with one of the Ameri
can members. I wa intere ted to know 
what an American diplomat, tationed 
at Beyrouth, wa doing in London. He 
had come to u , it developed, a an emis-

"And to my nephew Elbert, I leave positive proof 
that I am the old tightwad he always said I was" 
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sary of the Arab . The Arab wi hed to 
testify before u - but in private. 

I wa against thi as were mo t of the 
Committee. All witne e had given evi
dence publicly so that the oppo ition 
had been able to hear what wa aid and 
had had an opportunity to refute it. 
Wadsworth mu t have gained a rather 
lively impre sion of our reaction to his 
suggestion, for the following day word 
was received from the Royal Egyptian 
Embassy that five Arab spokesmen 
wished to appear before us- publicly. 

In London I was most eager to see how 
the British Labor party would meet the 
issue of its pledges on behalf of Jewi h 
development of Pale tine. In December, 
I 944, the Labor party had adopted a 
Palestine plank reading, in part, "There 
is surely neither hope nor meaning in a 
Jewish ational Home unle s we are 
prepared to let the Jews, if they wish, 
enter this tiny land in su:;h numbers a 
to become a majority. There was a trong 
case for this before the war, and there i 
an irresistible case for it now, after the 
unspeakable atrocities of the cold
blooded, calculated German- azi plan 
to kill all the Jews of Europe." How 
would Labor M.P.s react to this pledge 
now? Part of the answer came in the 
testimony of Thomas Reid, Laborite 
Member of Parliament. 

Hasty Labor Party Resolutions 

Reid was forthright : Hi party' 
p!eciges on Palestine had been "hurr·ed 
through" the Labor party conference . 
There wa practically no di cu sion of 
them. He added, smiling, "I th=nk the 
average party member had about as 
much knowledge of the Palestine prob
lem as I have of the moon . The e re olu
tion were put forward and accepted 
becau e nobody objected, as far a I can 
remember." 

One of the British members of the 
Committee, Wilfred Crick, ad~iser to the 
Midland Bank, leaned forward. Preci e 
and formal , he asked : "Would you care, 
for the benefit of our Amer:can cot.: 
leagues, in particular, to give u your 
view a to the weight which i to be at
tached to the e declaration ? There m;ght 
be ome pre umption that a declaration 
pas ed by the party conference could be 
expeqea to hold out a Hag as to the di
rection in which the government might 
move when it a urned office. Have you 
any comment to make for our American 
friends on that prospect? 

"Woulct you agree," Crick continued, 
" that it i not entirely without precedent 
that political parties, when they are faced 
with the respon ibility of government, 
do sometimes qualify the policie they 
have expre ed?" 

"I am afraid it is worse than that," 
aio Reid promptly. "Sometimes politi

cal partie make promi e which they 
do not at all carry out. I do not think the 
Committee need pay an enormous 
amount of attention to vague resolutions 
pa eci at Labor party conferences." 

Dr. Jame McDonald spoke up 
harply: 

'Tm a good deal troubled by these 
an wer , Mr. Reid. Being a naive Amer-

ican, [ had thought much about the pro
nouncements of the Labor party. I had 
uppo ed that while they might not indi

cate a hinding obligation, they definitely 
indicated a party line. I suppose that is 
not the line which you have suggested. Is 
that correct, Mr. Reid?" 

Reid rubbed his nose. "You must not 
a k me, sir," he said. 

I was studying the memorandum Reid 
had _presented to the Committee. One 
paragraph seemed to call for explanation. 
I read it to him: 

"On pages 8 and 9 you state: 'The Arab 
tate occupied some of the most impor

tant trategic positions in the world at 
lea t before the atomic bomb upset for
mer world strategy. It behooves the prac
tical man either to get their friendship, 
ealed tn treaties , or to exterminate the 

lot, not a very paying propo ition_. Then 

"A I have tated in the memoran
dum;• he aid , "thi Committee hould 
not bother their head about the oil or 
the greatnl! s of the po ition of lbn-Saud, 
but simply on the que tion of ju tice and 
legality." 

I had no further questions to a k of 
Reid, but I could have wished that some
one else had appeared as their poke -
man. A I left this ses ion of the hearings 
I came upon Harold Laski, the theoreti
cian of British Socialism. I checked with 
him on Re;d' tatement that the Pales
tine pledge were vague and hurried. 

Laski denied thi emphatically. "Far 
from hurried," he said. "The Pale tine 
plank was carefully studied for several 
years, I can tell you, and it repre ented 
the mature opinion of Labor pa rty mem
bers. I regard it as absolutely binding on 
the party." 

"You've got to hand it to them, the way they went at getting us to 
leave. First, running out of liquor, then getting the kid to play 
his violin, then bringing out the home movies-and finally ... " 

COLLltR •s 

audi Arabia has a lot of oil which the 
world needs. The practical man will con
clude that the great warrior king, lbn

aud, is worth cultivating.' 
"Would you mind explaining that a 

little fu rther?" I a ked. 
There were ome chuckles from the 

gallery, and Reid reddened. "I am glad 
ou gave me a chance of pointing out 

that l totally di approve of the views of 
the narrow practical man, as stated here," 
he asserted. "I want to make it quite 
clear. I quoted the narrow practical man 
because I disagree with him." 

"You don't think our decision hould 
be made on the ba is of oil and of friend
hip with lbn-Saud?" I asked. 

SALO ROTH 

I my elf had the opportunity to see a 
promi e made and broken in the cour e 
of the next few week . While in Lon
don, Foreign Minister Bevin tendered 
our ommittee a luncheon. He poke 
frankly to u . The Briti h government 
would take our coun el. "We will accept 
your recommendations." he declared. 

I have ince charged publicly that Mr. 
Bevin made thi promise and the only 
reply to date i that the British Foreign 
Office "ha no record" of it. 

Bevin and Attlee Criticized 

I may say that I never dreamed that 
when we finally produced our report urg-

ing that 100,000 Jewi h di placed per on 
from Europe be permitted to enter Pal
e tine immediately, our entire report 
would be di carded by Mr. Bevin and 
Mr. Attlee. Here, after all, were the 
unanimou recommendation of a joint 
commi ion of inve ligation repre enting 
two great nation and et up at the in i
tation of the Briti h government. 

Yet, I uppo. e I hould have u peeled 
that there was more truth than fiction in 
Seeley's casual ·ob ervation toward the 
end of our stay in Lausanne, Switzerland, 
where we wrote our report. He made it 
with a twinkle in his eye- an offhand re
mark- "Well, after. all , we certarnly 
, on·t implement any such program a 
thi . " 

And I remember ir John ingleton' 
repeated warning with a he itant cough 
and clearing of throat, " You know, 
Crum, these are only recommendations." 

Ye , they were only recommendations,, 
but they were made in good faith and in 
the belief that governments base their 
acts on decency and rvorality. Our Com
mittee had gone through the crowded 
di placed persons' camps in Germany, 
Austria and ltaly. We had een the un-
peakable conditions in Poland. We had 

heard the testimony of competent Jew
ish, Christian and Arab witnesses. We 
had studied Arab-Jewi h relationships on 
the spot in Pale tine, and had realized 
that the political conflicts on high level 
did not affect the relation between the 
men on the street. 

We had conferred with Briti h mil~· 
tary authorities in airo and Jerusalem, 
and we had been as ured that it was 
fea ib)e to allow I 00,000 Jewish refugees 
into Palestine, that the repercus ions 
likely on the part of the Arab world were 
highly exaggerated and no great trouble 
was anticipated ; and it wa our unani
mou opinion that it would be con onant 
both with human decency and the best 
interests of the people of all the Middle 
East to make thi recommendation. Our 
report was filed with Pre ident Truman, 
who endorsed it . He aid there was no 
reason for the Briti h to delay further 
the issuance of the e 100,000 certificate . 

Every new paper reader know the bit
terne and disorder that have followed . 
Unre t in Pale tine i part of the trou
bled pattern of the entire Middle E~ t, 
and it is to our own intere t as a nation 
to work out democratic policy which will 
keep that area from being a pringboard 
to new wars. 

I am convinced that the free develop
ment of the Jewish community of Pale -
tine is the key to the democratization of 
the Middle Ea t. We mu t upport that 
program who e wider implication were 
fir t seen by the great tate men who 
framed the Balfour Declaration and the 
Mandate for Pale tine. If Britain now 
doe not have the vision, the trength , to 
take the path to tomorrow rather than 
that to yesterday, we mu t point the way 
for her. She ne~d our help. Her bur
dens are many. For our own protection 
and hers, we mu t contribute our thought 
and our energy to that end. 

THE END 
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Der Dr. Silver: 
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PHILI P KIDD 

OF COU N SEL 

You have doubtless seen the attach d clipping 
from today's Nev York Times. 

What would you think or the possibility ot 
trying to get CrUJD, Hutcheson and ydelotte either 
to testify betore the u.N. co ttee and/or to sub
mit a state nt to it? 

Sincer , 

Dr. Abba Hill 1 Silver 
American Zionist Emergency- Council 
342 Madi on Avenue 
Ne York, N. Y. 
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16 PALESTINE REPOR 
UPHELD BY AMERICANS 

Special. to Tm: NEW YoJtK TIMU. 
JERUSALEM, May 8-The rec-

ommendations of last year's Anglo
American Committee of Inquiry on 
Palestine are still fully applicable 
depite altered conditions, accord
ing to three American members. 

Cabled views to this effect from 
Judge J. C. Hutcheson of the Cir
cuit Court of Appeals of New Or
leans, Bartley Crum of San Fran
cisco and Frank Aydelotte of 
Princeton, N. J., have been re
ceived by the Tel Aviv newspaper 
Mishmar, organ of the Socialist 
Hashomer Hatzair. They will be 
published tomorrow. 

The Mishmar solicited answer 
to these questions: "First, do you 
still stand by the report of your 
committee? Second, what is your 
estimate of what would be the 
present situation if the report were 
implemented? Third, what would 
you recommend now to the United 
Nations? Fourth, what is your 
judgment on the present situation 
and the prospects of a settle
ment?" In general, an three 

I 
agreed that conditions here would 
be much better if this committee's 
recommendations had been adopted. 




